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TLo  tbe  memory  of 

THE   "EAST   inhabitants"   OF  HADLEY 
if  AND    OF  THEIR 

■  HONORED  DESCENDANTS 

WHO   HAVE   MADE  THE   TOWN   OF   AM  HERS  r 
WHAT    IT  WAS   AND  IS 
THIS  VOLUME 
IN   LOVE   AND  REVERENCE 
IS  DEDICATED 


PREFACE. 


Amherst  is  child  of  Hadley,  grandchild  of  Hartford  and  Wethers- 
ficld,  great-grandchild  of  the  settlements  that,  clustering  around  Boston 
Harbor,  united  to  form  the  Province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay.  Never 
was  there  more  honored  lineage,  never  a  more  honorable  descendant. 
The  life-story  of  those  strong  men  and  true-hearted  women  who  braved 
the  perils  of  the  North  Atlantic  and  dared  the  dangers  of  a  wilderness 
unknown  that,  in  a  stranger  land,  they  might  find  the  freedom  which  a 
jealous  and  imperfect  civilization  denied,  who  built  their  rude  cabins  in 
Roxbury  and  Cambridge  and  Charlestown,  surrounding  primitive  meeting- 
houses wherein  they  found  "freedom  to  worship  God,"  their  story,  rich  in 
heroism,  in  devotion  to  principle,  in  glorious  self-sacrifice,  has  been  written 
and  rewritten,  in  poetry  and  prose,  in  song  and  legend,  in  histor}'  and 
romance,  until  it  has  become  a  classic.  Nor  has  the  historian  slighted  the 
doings  of  that  goodly  company  who  sailed  from  Boston  Harbor,  rounded 
Cape  Cod,  traversed  the  waters  of  Long  Island  Sound  and  ascended  far  up 
New  England's  fairest  stream,  the  broad  Connecticut,  until  they  reached  the 
fertile  meadows  where  they  planted  the  first  inland  settlement  and  called  it 
Hartford.  Hadley 's  history  has  been  written  by  a  master  hand,  a  noble 
histor}',  bravely  written,  a  wealth  of  information  secured  to  generations  yet 
to  come.  What  of  Amherst.^  A  settlement  in  1731,  a  district  in  1759,  a 
town  in  1776,  its  history  has,  up  to  this  time,  remained  unwritten  save  in 
the  pages  of  old.  record  books,  with  naught  else  to  preserve  it  save  the 
memory  of  succeeding  generations.  The  history  of  Amherst  should  have 
Ix'en  written  long  time  ago  ;  each  passing  year  destroys  or  renders  less 
available  historic  matter  of  interest  and  value;  each  year  removes  from  the 
scene  of  life's  activities  men  and  women  whose  memories  are  treasure- 
houses  of  historic  fact.  These  facts  borne  in  mind  furnished  a  leading 
niotive  to  those  who  have  compiled  and  published  this  History  of  the  Town 
Amherst.  Claiming  no  special  fitness  for  the  work,  realizing  that  others 
'"ij^ht,  if  they  would,  achieve  greater  success  in  such  an  undertaking,  they 
l)eheved  that  the  time  for  action  had  come,  that  a  history  of  Amherst 
Jihould  be  written,  and  written  now.  Realizing  fully  the  magnitude  of  the 
^ork  involved,  they  entered  upon  it  with  the  determination  that  no  effort 
?ihou!d  be  spared  to  make  the  history  worthy  of  the  town.  In  what  tiiey 
have  succeeded,  in  how  much  they  have  failed,  time  must  bear  witness. 
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A  TOWN,  not  without  a  history,  but  without  an  historian.  Such  a  dis- 
uiiction  is  not  to  be  coveted,  but  it  has  rendered  Amherst  unique  among 
liic  towns  of  any  considerable  size  or  importance  situate  in  Massachusetts 
nr  New  England,  dating  back  in  time  of  settlement  to  the  earlier  years  of 
the  Eighteenth  century.  Amherst  is  not  a  town  of  mushroom  growth  such 
-IS  dot  the  prairies  of  the  West,  whose  history  can  be  written  in  one  brief 
parauraph.  It  is  rich  in  historic  incident  and  association  ;  it  occupies 
lii^toric  ground.  The  forests  that  clothed  its  hills  and  valleys  once 
resounded  with  the  savage  cries  of  King  Philip's  dusky  warriors  as  they 
rallied  to  the  attack  upon  Old  Hadley,  the  parent  settlement.  Along  its 
highways  marched  the  captive  troops  of  Burgoyne  on  their  weary  journey 
trom  Saratoga  to  Boston.  Later  on,  these  same  highways  re-echoed  to 
the  hurried  tread  of  Shays'  insurgents  retreating  to  Pelham  after  their 
unsuccessful  attack  upon  the  arsenal  at  Springfield.  Amherst  militia-men 
\vcre  in  the  army  that  Gov.  Strong  reviewed  on  Boston  common  when  a 
i>ritish  fleet  threatened  invasion  during  the  war  of  1812.  For  more  than 
one  hundred  and  sixty  years  Amherst,  as  settlement,  precinct,  district 
and  town,  has  borne  an  honored  and  honorable  part  in  history-making 
events  in  the  life  of  the  grand  old  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 
1  lie  history  of  such  a  town  is  worth  the  writing,  and  the  reading- 
I'iiat  writing  might  well  have  engaged  the  services  of  some  student  of 
lu^tory,  some  polished  rhetorician,  but  such  have  failed  to  embrace  the 
^'opportunity  and,  lacking  these,  the  task  has  fallen  upon  one  who  may, 
\vnh  some  propriety,  be  regarded  as  an  intruder  in  the  field  of  historical 
^Nriting.  The  importance  of  the  work  and  the  inexpediency  of  longer 
^'•aiting  may  excuse  what  otherwise  might  seem  presumption  on  the  writer's 
I'ari. 

For  many  years  the  proprietors  of  the  Amherst  Record  have  been 
^'ii:4  iged  in  the  collection  of  material  relating  to  the  history  of  the  town  of 
Amherst.  This  was  done,  at  the  first,  with  no  settled  purpose  of  writing 
•^'ul  publishing  an  historical  work,  but  with  knowledge  that  such  material 
of  value  and  should  be  preserved.  When  the  suggestion  of  compiling 
•i"d  publishing  a  history  of  Amherst  was  tirst  made  to  some  of  the  older 
•»nd  more  influential  residents  of  the  town,  it  was  received  with  such  hearty 
'•uor  and  so  warmly  encouraged  that  a  determination  was  formed  to  enter 
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upon  the  work  forthwith.  After  careful  consideration,  it  was  decided  to 
arrange  and  print  the  history  in  two  parts,  to  be  bound  together  in  the 
same  volume.  The  firs.t  should  contain  such  matters  rela-ting  to  the  general 
history  of  the  town  and  its  inhabitants  as  could  be  gathered  from  available 
sources  of  information,  the  second,  a  transcription  of  the  records  of  town- 
meetings  from  the  earliest  days  of  the  settlement  down  to  the  year  1800, 
with  a  record  of  the  more  important  votes  passed  at  such  meetings  from 
1800  up  to  and  including  the  year  1865.  The  material  for  the  second 
part  being  already  in  hand,  the  work  of  printing  began  at  once.  The 
records  from  1735  to  1800  have  been  copied  entire,  and  generous  extracts 
made  from  the  town  books  covering  the  period  between  1800  and  1866. 
The  value  of  these  records  can  hardly  be  estimated  in  dollars  and  cents. 
They  are  a  mine  of  information,  and  by  placing  them  in  print  they  have 
been  made  easily  accessible  and  rendered  secure  from  loss  or  injury. 

The  matter  contained  in  Part  1.  has  been  collected  from  sources 
almost  innumerable.  Two  aims  have  ever  been  in  mind,  completeness 
and  accuracy.  The  task  involved  was  the  greater  in  that  there  had 
been  no  previous  attempt  at  historic  writing  in  connection  with  the 
town  of  Amherst.  The  lands  comprised  in  the  township  of  Amherst  once 
formed  a  part  of  Hadley,  hence  for  the  earlier  history  of  the  settlement 
recourse  must  needs  be  had  to  the  records  of  the  parent  town.  The  Hadley 
records  were  carefully  examined  and  afforded  an  abundance  of  interesting 
and  valuable  information.  Other  facts  relating  to  the  town's  beginnings 
were  gathered  from  Judd's  History  of  Hadley  and  from  the  unpublished 
manuscripts  of  Sylvester  Judd,  now  in  possession  of  J.  R.  Trumbull  of 
Northampton,  to  whose  courtesy  in  permitting  free  access  to  this  most 
valuable  collection  the  publishers  are  greatly  indebted.  In  the  arrange- 
ment of  matter  it  was  thought  best  that  the  opening  chapters  should  follow 
closely  the  chronological  order  of  prominent  historical  events  up  to  the 
time  of  the  founding  of  Amherst  College,  while  after  that  date  particular 
subjects  should  be  treated  under  separate  chapter  headings.  Thus  the  first 
eight  chapters  of  the  History  are  devoted  to  a  review  of  the  causes  leading 
to  the  settlement  of  Hadley,  the  early  history  of  that  settlement,  the  setting 
off  from  Hadley  of  its  "Third  Precinct,"  the  first  settlers  in  the  precinct, 
the  founders  of  Amherst  families,  the  organization  of  the  First  church  and 
settlement  of  its  first  pastor,  the  first  school-houses,  the  boundaries  of  the 
lands  comprised  in  the  precinct  and  annexations  of  land  as  made  from  time 
to  time,  the  laying  out  of  highways,  and  matters  of  interest  concerning  the 
early  settlers,  their  homes  and  their  occupations.  In  the  ninth  chapter  is 
recorded  the  service  of  settlers  in  the  precinct  in  the  French  and  Indian 
wars,  largely  compiled  from  manuscript  archives  on  hie  in  the  state-house  at 
Boston.    This  is  followed  by  a  chapter  containing  facts  relative  to  the 
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setting  off  of  Amherst  as  a  district,  including  an  interesting  biographical 
sketch  of  Jeflery,  Lord  Amherst,  written  for  this  work  by  Prof.  Herbert  B. 
Adams  of  Johns  Hopkins  University.  A  very  complete  and  accurate  history 
is  given  of  the  part  borne  by  Amherst  and  its  inhabitants  in  the  war  of  the 
Revolution.  But  little  of  this  matter  has  before  appeared  in  print  in  any 
f^irni.  The  list  of  Amherst  soldiers  who  served  in  the  war  is  compiled  from 
original  muster-rolls  now  on  file  among  the  state  archives.  Especial  interest 
inubt  attach  to  the  story  of  the  treatment  accorded  by  the  patriots  to  the 
t(iry  element  which  was  powerful  in  the  town. 

The  next  prominent  event  in  Amherst  history  was  the  effort  made  to 
divide  the  town,  and  the  bitter  controversy  which  led  to  the  organization  of 
the  Second  parish  ;  these  subjects  are  treated  at  considerable  length.  Three 
chapters  are  devoted  to  the  "  Shays  Rebellion,"  one  of  the  most  unique 
events  in  Massachusetts  history,  which  affected  the  whole  commonwealth 
but  had  its  storm-center  in  Western  Massachusetts,  with  Amherst  and 
Telham  as  rallying  points  for  the  insurgents.  Much  of  interest  concern- 
ing this  attempted  revolution  is  gathered  from-  Minot's  history,  printed  at 
Worcester  in  1788,  while  valuable  documents  concerning  it  have  been 
copied  from  the  state  archives  and  are  printed  for  the  first  time  in  this 
volume.  The  history  of  Amherst  Academy  is  of  peculiar  interest,  from 
the  fact  that  it  was  the  first  literary  institution  established  at  Amherst  which 
gained  more  than  local  celebrity,  and  that  it  furnished  a  foundation  for 
Amherst  College.  The  originals  of  the  petition  for  establishing  the  acad- 
emy and  the  charter  granted  it  by  the  state  are  copied  entire  from  the  state 
archives.  Four  chapters  are  devx)ted  to  an  outline  history  of  Amherst 
College,  especial  attention  being  paid  to  the  part  borne  in  its  establishment 
hy  Amherst  citizens.  Brief  sketches  are  given  of  the  presidents  of  the 
ciJlege  and  prominent  events  of  their  several  administrations. 

Nearly  80  pages  are  devoted  to  the  churches  and  other  religious  organ- 
izations of  the  town.  This  material  was  gathered  largely  from  church  and 
Mjciety  records,  access  to  which  was  readily  granted  by  those  having  them 
in  charge.  Of  particular  interest  are  the  records  relating  to  the  controversy 
between  the  First  and  Second  parishes,  the  ownership  of  the  meeting-house 
m  the  North  parish  and  the  great  church  quarrel  in  the  South  parish.  The 
doings  of  the  flampshire  East  Association  and  Hampshire  East  Conference 
iife  here  recorded.  A  chapter  is  devoted  to  educational  institutions,  includ- 
ing public  and  private  schools.  Extracts  are  made  from  records  of  the  old 
Nch(>ol  districts  and  sketches  given  of  the  Mount  Pleasant  Institute,  the 
Amherst  Female  Academy,  and  other  academies  and  schools  well-known 
their  day.  A  chapter  on  agriculture  gives  a  very  complete  history 
<  i  the  Hampshire  Agricultural  society,  describing  the  old-lime  cattle-shows, 
And  the  controversy  that  arose  over  the  purchase  of  the  society's  grounds 
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at  East  Amherst.  Two  chapters  are  devoted  to  a  review  of  manufacturing 
industries,  prominence  being  given  to  the  textile  industries  which  flourished 
for  a  time  at  Xorth  Amherst  and  the  many  manufacturing  enterprises  which 
centered  at  East  Amherst  and  about  the  New  London  Northern  depot. 
Residents  of  Amherst  at  the  present  time  will  be  surprised  to  learn  the 
extent  and  variety  of  the  industries  that  from  time  to  time  have  found  a 
home  in  Amherst.  Some  twenty  pages  are  devoted  to  a  history  of  the 
various  railway  enterprises  in  which  the  town  and  its  citizens  have  inter- 
ested themselves.  The  "  Hampshire  and  Franklin"  and  '-Amherst  Branch" 
railway  companies  may  well  be  considered  as  the  forerunners  of  the  two 
railway  lines  that  now  pass  through  the  town. 

Other  subjects  treated  under  special  chapter  headings  are  banks,  post- 
offices  and  courts,  newspapers  and  printing,  libraries  and  lyceums,  fire 
organizations,  militia  companies,  taverns  and  stage-routes,  liquor  selling 
and  societies  for  the  promotion  of  temperance,  the  care  of  the  town's 
poor,  cemeteries,  village  improvement,  public  improvements,  including 
street-lighting,  concrete  walks,  water  supply  and  sewers,  highways  and 
bridges,  public  buildings,  crimes,  accidents  and  epidemics,  schemes  for 
acquiring  wealth,  including  the  **  mulberry  craze,"  the  mining  craze  "  and 
assessment  insurance,  old  business  firms,  old  houses,  town  politics,  amuse- 
ments and  celebrations,  weather  phenomena,  the  "  old  cannon,"  slavery 
and  the  abolition  mo\-ement,  authors  and  scientists,  natural  features  of  the 
town,  locality  names,  society  organizations.  P'ifty  pages  are  devoted  to  the 
part  borne  by  the  town  and  its  inhabitants  in  the  war  for  the  preservation 
of  the  Union.  This  feature  of  the  History  is  as  complete  and  accurate  as 
careful  investigation  of  all  available  sources  of  information  could  make 
it.  It  is  presented  in  a  form  calculated  to  make  it  especially  valuable  for 
reference.  An  outline  history  of  the  Massachusetts  Agricultural  College 
occupies  nearly  forty  pages,  containing  matter  which  must  prove  of  value  to 
the  future  historian  of  the  college. 

Six  appendixes  contain  lists  of  town  officers  and  representatives  to  the 
General  Court,  an  exhaustive  review  of  the  town  debt,  showing  how  it  was 
contracted  and  what  payments  have  been  made  upon  it,  tal:)les  showing 
appropriations  made  for  certain  specific  objects  since  the  first  settlement, 
a  tabular  review  of  total  appropriations  and  expenditures  for  the  past  fifty 
years,  valuation  lists  and  tax-rates  for  the  past  thirty  years,  comi)lcte  valu- 
ation lists  for  the  year  1759,  ^'^'^^^i"'  ^^^^  district  was  set  otf,  and  the  year 
1776,  when  it  became  a  town,  a  voters'  list  compiled  in  1802  and  original 
documents  of  interest  in  connection  with  the  town's  early  history.  .\ 
special  feature  of  the  work  is  its  illustrations,  comprising  a  large  number 
of  portraits  of  some  of  the  best  known  of  the  earlier  inhabitants,  together 
with  many  landscape  views  and  pictures  of  old  buildings,  some  of  tiie 
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l.iUer  yet  standing,  others  existing  but  in  memory.  The  work  involved  in 
>ccuring  the  originals  of  these  illustrations  was  veiy  great;  many  of  them 
were  copied  from  old  daguerreotypes  and  oil  paintings ;  many  were  pro- 
cured from  parties  residing  in  distant  parts  of  the  country.  The  publishers 
consider  themselves  fortunate  in  having  secured  the  portraits  of  so  many 
representative  men  ;  they  regret  that  of  others  whose  names  frequently 
occur  in  these  pages  no  portraits  are  in  existence.  For  the  uniform  excel- 
lence of  these  illustrations  great  credit  is  due  to  J.  L.  Lovell,  the  artist 
photographer,  who  secured  nearly  all  the  negatives  from  which  the  plates 
were  made,  and  in  them  may  be  found  some  of  his  best  work.  The  half- 
tone plates  from  which  the  illustrations  were  printed  are  the  work  of  the 
Springfield  Photo-Engraving  company.  It  will  be  noticed  that  this  History- 
does  not  contain  a  portrait  of  any  man  now  living.  There  are  many 
residents  of  the  town  yet  living  whose  portraits  would  honor  these 
pages,  but  all  could  not  be  printed,  and  the  task  of  selecting  certain  ones 
among  them  would  be  ungrateful. 

In  compiling  the  material  contained  in  this'  volume  the  publishers 
have  received  valuable  assistance  from  many  sources.  A  complete  list  of 
individuals  who  have  willingly  and  gladly  aided  in  the  work  would  occupy 
more  space  than  the  publishers  feel  at  liberty  to  devote  to  it.  There  are 
some  whose  services  deserve  special  recognition,  and  the  publishers  take 
pleasure  in  extending  their  cordial  thanks  to  the  officials  in  charge  of  the 
state  archives  at  Boston,  to  James  R.  Trumbull  of  Northampton,  to  Presi- 
dent Henry  H.  Goodell  of  the  Agricultural  College,  to  Librarian  William 
I.  Fletcher  of  Amherst  College, 'to  Town  Clerk  Charles  H.  Edwards,  to 
Charles  O.  Parmenter,  to  Henry  Jackson,  to  Deacon  Thomas  K.  Read  of 
South  Amherst,  to  Loomis  H.  Merrick,  and  to  any  and  all  who  have  in  any 
way  aided  them  in  their  labors.  The  citizens  of  Amherst  generally  have 
shown  a  generous  interest  in  the  undertaking  and  have  gladly  furnished 
•  'Hy  desired  information  in  their  possession.  Without  their  cordial  coop- 
eration success  would  have  been  impossible.  Many  valuable  manuscripts 
ha\e  been  contributed  by  lineal  descendants  of  the  earlier  settlers. 

This  History  contains  no  attempt  at  fine  writing,  makes  no  claim  to 
^-'special  literary  merit.  It  is  a  record  of  facts,  written  in  language  concise 
•ind  fairly  intelligible,  and  so  arranged  that  the  reader  will  have  little  difli- 
cuhy  in  referring  to  particular  subjects.  Comprehensive  in  design,  it  deals 
^\iih  many  subjects  in  detail,  the  aim  being  to  make  it  especially  valuable 
•IS  a  book  of  reference.  It  is  compiled  in  the  main  from  original  manu- 
•^cripts  :  copies  have  not  been  used  when  originals  could  be  obtained, 
^^•niy  interesting  and  \  aluable  documents  are  copied  entire,  liberal  extracts 
i>eing  made  from  others.  Especial  prominence  has  been  given  to  matters 
lH.'rtaining  to  the  earlier  history  of  the  town.    Anything  of  possible  value 
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concerning  that  history  that  could  be  secured  is  here  preser\'ed.  So  far  as 
possible  the  line  has  been  drawn  between  fact  and  tradition.  While  an 
attempt  has  been  made  to  bring  the  History  down  to  date  the  happenings 
of  recent  years  have  been  accorded'  comparatively  little  space. 

The  publication  of  this  volume  will  naturally  invite  criticism.  While 
an  attempt  has  been  made  to  secure  accuracy  in  all  its  details,  it  is  hardly  to 
be  expected  that  it  should  be  entirely  free  from  errors.  In  .many  instances 
there  has  been  discovered  a  conflict  of  authorities  concerning  matters  here 
recorded;  w^here  such  has  occurred  that  authority  has  been  accepted  which 
has  proved  most  uniformly  accurate  and  reliable.  Great  difficulty  has  been 
experienced  in  insuring  accuracy  in  recording  the  names  of  the  earlier 
inhabitants.  Old-time  methods  of  spelling  were  largely  phonetic,  and  a 
man's  name  underwent  surprising  transformation  as  it  was  recorded  byone 
and  then  by  another  of  his  contemporaries.  The  common  names  such  as 
Smith  and  Clark  and  Strong,  could  generally  be  recognized  despite  the 
various  orthographical  indignities  to  which  they  were  subjected.  Abbre- 
viations were  common,  some  readily  recognized,  others,  like  "Toon  "  for 
Mattoon  and  Crummy  "  for  Abercrombie,  taxing  the  resources  of  one  not 
an  expert  in  philology.  Confusion  is  also  caused  in  many  cases  by  the 
number  of  persons  bearing  the  same  name,  family  names  being  handed 
down  from  generation  to  generation.  Such  names  as  Daniel  Dickinson 
and  Jonathan  Cowls  and  Edward  Smith  have  figured  on  the  assessors'  rolls 
from  the  date  of  earliest  settlement  down  to  the  present  time.  In  indexing 
these  names  but  one  title  has  been  used,  although  apparent  that  the  refer- 
■ences  relate  to  different  persons.  The  names  of  Cowls  and  Cowles  are 
indexed  together,  being  of  common  origin. 

Several  persons  who  have  expressed  a  deep  interest  in  the  publication 
of  this  History  have  urged  that  space  be  accorded  to  genealogical  reviews 
of  the  families  of  the  earlier  settlers.  The  publishers  would  have  been 
glad  to  accede  to  this  request,  had  they  not  realized  that  the  addition  of 
any  considerable  amount  of  matter  to  that  already  in  hand  would  necessi- 
tate the  publishing  of  the  History  in  two  volumes,  making  it  more  cum- 
bersome and  less  convenient  as  a  book  of  reference.  There  can  be  little 
-question  that,  at  some  time  in  the  future,  probably  not  far  distant,  the  gen- 
ealogies of  families  prominent  in  the  hrst  settlement  of  Amherst  will  be 
written  and  published:  the  tendencies  of  the  times  are  encouraging  to  labor 
in  the  field  of  genealogical  research.  There  is  hardly  a  family  tliat  can  trace 
back  its  ancestry  to  tiie  earlier  settlers  in  New  England  but  numbers  among 
its  members  some  one  who  is  engaged  in  collecting  statistics  concerning 
the  family  history.  Valuable  l^eginnings  for  the  genealogies  of  .Amherst 
families  may  be  found  in  the  genealogies  of  Hadley,  Amherst,  (iranby  ami 
iSouth  Hadley  families  compiled  by  Lucius  M.  Holtwood  and  published  in 
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ludd's  History  of  Hadley,  and  in  the  lists  of  Amherst  families  compiled 
!)V  James  W.  Boyden  and  now  on  file  in  the  office  of  the  Amherst  town 
V  It  rk.  These  sources  of  information  are  in  the  main  correct  and  are  of 
-ri'at  interest  and  value. 

Brief  biographical  sketches  are  here  presented  of  certain  citizens  who 
were  prominent  in  the  town  in  their  day  and  generation.  The  list  is  not  as 
complete  as  might  be  desired ;  it  is  possible,  even  probable,  that  names 
have  been  omitted  from  the  list  whose  owners  well  deserve  special  mention. 
!n  making  their  selections  the  publishers  have  been  largely  governed  by 
the  prominence  accorded  to  individuals  in  the  town  records  and  in  the  mass 
<>i  historical  data  which  they  have  collected.  Information  concerning- 
many  men  known  to  have  been  prominent  in  the  earlier  history  of  the  town 
has  been  g-ained'with  o^reat  difhcultv.  Some  of  the  families  once  leaders 
m  the  community  have  no  living  descendants  so  far  as  can  be  ascertained. 
While  it  is  matter  for  regret  that  these  sketches  are  incomplete  there  is,  on 
the  other  hand,  reason  for  congratulation  that  so  much  of  information  con- 
cerning the  early  settlers  has  been  secured  and  is  here  recorded. 
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PART  I 


A  History  of  Amherst,  Mass. 


CHAPTER  I. 


Indian  Deed  of  Lands. — River  Indians. — Original  Bounds  of 
IIadley. — Causes  Leading  to  Hadley's  Settlement. — Begin- 
nings OF  the  Town  of  Hadley. — Indian  Wars,  1675 — ^74^- 

The  lands  comprised  within  the  present  Hmits  of  the  township  of 
Ainiierst  are  a  part  of  those  acquired  by  John  Pynchon  of  Springfield,  by 
]njrchase  from  the  Nonotuck  or  Norwottuck  tribe  of  Indians  in  1658.  In 
j<'>53  a  number  of  men  residing  in  Windsor,  Hartford  and  other  places  in 
Connecticut  petitioned  the  General  Court  of  Massachusetts  to  grant  them 
a  plantation  at  Nonotuck,  above  Springfield.  This  petition  was  granted 
.snd  the  General  Court  appointed  three  men  of  Springfield,  John  Pynchon, 
l-li/ur  Holyoke  and  Samuel  Chapin,  to  divide  the  land  into  two  planta- 
tions, the  petitioners  to  have  one  of  them.  In  December,  1658,  Major 
i'ynchon  secured  from  the  Indians-the  following  deed  of  land  : 

This  deed  embraces  the  land  from  the  mouth  of  Fort  River,  and  Mount  Hol- 
'>«'kc.  on  the  south,  to  the  mouth  of  Mohawk  brook  and  the  southern  part  of  Mount 
1  oby,  on  the  north,  extending  easterly  nine  miles  into  the  woods. 

"  Here  followeth  a  copy  of  a  deed  or  writing  whereby  the  Indians  of  Nolwotogg, 
.  ]'ou  the  river  Ouienecticott,  made  sale  of  certain  lands  unto  Maj.  John  Pynchon, 
■-i  Sprini^tield,  together  with  the  copy  of  the  said  Maj.  John  Pynchon  his  assign- 
'vicni  of  the  said  deed  to  the  use  and  behoof  of  the  inhabitants  of  Hadley,  and  his 
knowledgment  thereof. 

I'C  it  known  to  all  men  by  these  presents  that  Chick wollop  alias  Wahillowa, 
^  ''''}>anchella  alias  Womscom,  and  Quonquont  alias  Wonipshaw,  the  sachems  of 
Xolwotoj^t;,  and  the  sole  and  proper  owners  of  all  the  land  on  the  east  side  of 
'^'■^>nicticot  river,  from  the  hills  called  Petowamachu,  and  from  the  mouth  of  the 
TiKik  or  river  called  Towunucksett,  and  so  all  along  by  the  great  river  upward  or 
Ji'-rihward  to  the  brook  called  Nepassooenegg,  and  from  the  hither  part  of  soutli 
«'!<.'.!  of  the  great  hills  called  Kunckquachu,  (being  guessed  at  near  about  nine  miles 
in  Icngili)  by  the  river  Quenecticott — We  the  aforenamed  Chickwallop  alias  Waah- 
•"w.  [  nipanchala  alias  Womscom,  and  Quonquont  alias  \\'onipshaw.  of  Nolwo- 
■■  -U.  on  tlie  one  party,  do  give,  grant,  bargain  and  sell  unto  John  Pynchon.  of 
"T'fir.^^licld,  on  the  other  party,  to  him,  his  assigns  and  successors  forever,  all  the 
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grounds,  woods,  ponds,  waters,  meadows,  trees,  stones.  &c.  lying  on  the  east  side 
of  Ouenicticot  River,  within  the  compass  aforesaid,  from  the  mouth  of  the  httle 
Riverett  called  Towenucksett,  and  the  hills  Petowomuchu  northward  up  the  great 
river  of  Quenecticot,  to  the  Brook  Nepowssooenegg,  and  from  the  south  end  of 
the  hills  Ouaquachu,  being  near  about  nine  miles  in  length,  from  the  south  part  to 
the  north  part,  and  all  within  the  compass  from  Quenecticot  River  eastward  nine 
miles  out  into  the  woods,  all  the  aforesaid  tract  of  ground  called  Towunucksett. 
Sunmukquommuck,  Suchaw,  Noycoy,  Gassek,  Pomptuckset,  Mattabaget.  Wun- 
naquickset,  Kunckkiunk-qualluck,  Xeposeoneag,  and  to  the  south  end  of  the  great 
hill  called  Kunckquachu,  and  for  nine  or  ten  miles  eastward  from  the  great  river 
out  into  the  woods  eastward — We  the  said  Chickwallop.  Umpanchella,  and  Quon- 
quont,  do  for  and  in  consideration  of  two  hundred  fathom  of  wampom.  and  twenty 
fathom  and  one  large  coat  at  eight  fathom,  which  Chickwallop  sets  off.  of  trusts, 
besides  several  small  gifts,  and  for  other  good  causes  and  considerations  do  sell, 
give,  grant,  and  have  given,  granted,  bargained  and  sold  to  John  Pynchon,  of 
Springfield,  and  to  his  assigns  and  successors  all  and  singular  the  aforenamed 
land,  or  by  whatever  other  name  it  is  or  may  be  called,  quietly  to  possess,  have  and 
enjoy  the  aforesaid  tract  of  ground  free  from  all  molestations  or  incumbrances  of 
Indians,  and  that  forever,  only  the  Indians  aforenamed,  and  in  particular  Ouon- 
quont,  doth  reserve  and  keep  one  corn  field  about  twelve,  sixteen,  or  twenty  acres 
of  ground,  a  little  above  Mattabaget,  by  the  brook  called  Wunnaquickset,  lying 
on  the  south  side  of  the  said  brook,  and  compassed  in  by  a  swamp  from  that  brook 
to  the  great  river,  and  also  they  reserve  liberty  to  hunt  deer,  fowl,  &c.  and  to  take 
fish,  beaver  or  otter,  &c.  but  otherwise  all  the  aforesaid  premises  the  said  John 
Pynchon,  his  assigns  and  successors  and  their  heirs  shall  forever  enjoy  absolutely 
and  clearly,  free  from  all  incumbrances  of  any  Indians  or  their  corn  fields  forever, 
except  as  before  excepted.  And  in  witness  hereof,  we  the  said  Indians  do  sub- 
scribe our  marks  this  present  twenty-fifth  day  of  December,  165S.  It  is  only  the 
corn  field  on  this  or  south  side  of  the  brook  called  Wunnuckeckset.  and  the  little 
bit  of  ground  by  it  within  the  swamp  and  betwixt  the  swamp  and  the  great  river 
which  the  Indians  do  reserve,  and  are  to  enjoy.  But  the  little  corn  field  on  the 
other  side  or  further  side  or  north  side  of  Wunnaquickset,  and  all  the  other  corn 
fields  within  the  compass  of  ground  aforenamed,  the  Indians  are  to  leave andyield 
up,  as  witness  their  hands. 

The  mark — of  Umpanchla  alias  Womscom. 
The  mark — of  Quonquont  alias  Wompshaw. 
The  mark — of  Chickwalopp  alias  Wowahillowa. 

Witness  to  this  purchase  and  that  the  Indians  do  fully  sell  all  the  lands  afore- 
mentioned to  Mr.  Pynchon,  and  that  the  marks  were  subscribed  by  the  Indians 
themselves. 

Joseph  Parsons. 

Edwd.  Elmore. 

Joseph  Fitch, 

Samuel  Wright, 

Arthur  Williams, 

The  mark  R.  T.  of  Rowland  Thomas,  who  was  privy  to  the  whole  discourse 
and  conclusion  of  tlie  purchase,  and  Joseph  Parsons  was  present  and  acquainti'd 
with  the  whole  agreement;  the  other  witnesses  came  in  to  testify  to  the  subscrib- 
ing, and  that  the  Indians  owned  ail  as  it  was  read  to  them. 
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The  Indians  desired  they  might  set  their  wigwams  at  some  times  within  the 
tract  of  ground  they  sold  without  offence,  and  that  the  English  would  be  kind  and 
.neighborly  to  them  in  not  prohibiting  them  fire-wood  out  of  the  woods,  &c.  which 
was  promised  them,"  ■ 

In  the  earlier  part  of  the  17th  century  the  Indians  dwelling  in  Western 
Massachusetts  near  the  Connecticut  river  belonged  to  four  small  tribes  or 
clans,  the  Agawams,  located  at  Springfield  and  West  Springfield,  the  War- 
anokes  at  Westfield,  the  Nonotucks  or  Norwottucks  at  Northampton, 
Hadley  and  Hatfield,  the  Pocomtucks  at  Deerfield.  They  were  generally 
known  as  "  River  Indians,"  and  numbered  between  ten  and  eleven  hun- 
dred. They  were  allied  to  the  Nipmucks  or  Nipnets,  who  inhabited  the 
interior  of  Massachusetts,  but  were  not  subject  to  a  common  sachem. 
The  principal  chiefs  of  the  Norwottucks  were  Chickwallop,  Umpanchala 
and  Quonquont.  They  claimed  to  be  the  owners  of  most  of  the  lands  on 
both  sides  of  the  river,  Chickwallop  of  the  southern,  Umpanchala  of  the 
middle  and  Quonquont  of  the  northern  part.  They  seem  to  have  been 
ever  ready  to  dispose  of  their  lands  to  the  whites,  and  while  the  prices 
paid  will  hardly  bear  comparison  with  real  estate  values  at  the  present 
time,  there  is  little  doubt  the  Indians  were  as  well  satisfied  with  their  bar- 
gains as  were  the  purchasers.  In  making  these  sales  the  Indians  generally 
reserved  the  rights  of  fishing  and  hunting  on  the  granted  premises,  which 
from  the  Indian  standpoint  constituted  the  principal  value  of  land.  In 
view  of  the  general  charge  that  the  American  Indians  have  been  robbed 
and  defrauded  of  their  rightful  heritage,  it  is  pleasing  to  know  that  the 
lands  of  Amherst  were  fairly  purchased  of  their  Indian  owners  and  fairly 
paid  for. 

Major  Pynchon  charged  the  residents  of  Hadley  for  the  land  pur- 
chased on  the  east  side  of  the  Connecticut  river  £(i2,  los.  That  this  was 
considered  a  high  price  at  the  time  is  shown  by  an  extract  from  a  petition 
to  the  General  Court  by  the  citizens  of  Hadley,  dated  May  25,  1663  : 
**  \\'e  have  purchased  of  the  Indians  at  such  rates  as  we  believe  never  any 
plantation  in  New  England  was  purchased."  The  deed  was  assigned  by 
Major  Pynchon  to  "the  present  Inhabitants  of  Hadley,"  Oct,  28,  1663,  in 
a  writing  in  which  he  says  he  acted  in  the  purchase  as  an  agent  entrusted 
l>y  them.  Pynchon  received  his  pay  from  individuals  and  not  of  the 
town,  from  1661  to  166S,  The  account  was  balanced  Nov,  12,  1669. 
I  Ik-  sums  were  paid  in  money,  grain  and  merchandise. 

In  October,  1663,  the  General  Court  determined  that  the  bounds  of 
Hadley,  on  the  east  side  of  the  river,  should  be  five  miles  from  their 
i:u  cting-house  place  up  the  river,  five  miles  down  the  river  and  four  miles 
f-"in  the  most  eastern  part  of  the  river.  In  October,  1672,  the  people  of 
Hadley  i)etitioned  the  General  Court  for  an  enlargement  of  their  township. 
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In  their  petition  they  said  :  "  The  common  feeding  place  of  onr  working 
cattle,  whereby  we  carry  on  our  husbandry,  is  without  our  town-bounds." 
This  '"common  feeding  place"  was  probably  in  the  present  town  of 
Amherst.  In  answer  to  this  petition  the  General  Court  decreed.  May  7, 
1673  :  that  their  bounds  shall  run  from  their  meeting-house  five  miles  up 
the  river,  five  miles  down  the  river  and  six  miles  from  their  meeting-house 
eastward."  In  April,  1739,  Oliver  Partridge  of  Hatfield  was  employed 
to  survey  the  township  according  to  the  grant  of  1673.  He  first  ascer- 
tained the  point  or  place  that  was  exactly  six  miles  due  east  of  the  old 
meeting-house,  and  from  that  point  measured  north  five  miles  and  south  five 
miles  and  from  each  extremity  of  this  line  of  ten  miles  he  ran  a  line 
directly  west  to  the  Connecticut  river.  His  south  line  was  7  miles  and  94 
rods  long  and  his  north  line  4  miles  and  142  rods. 

The  first  white  settlers  in  the  town  of  Hadley  came  from  Hartford, 
Wethersfield  and  Windsor,  Conn.    }]etween  the  years  1647  and  1657 
serious  differences  arose  among  the  members  of  the  church  at  Hartford. 
Thomas  Hooker,  the  beloved  pastor  for  many  years,  died  July  7,  1647 
was  succeeded  by  Samuel  Stone,  a  good  man  yet  lacking  something  in 
prudence  and  in  the  spirit  of  conciliation  which  had  kept  the  church  free 
from  discord  during  the  ministry  of  Mr.  Hooker.    Mr.  Stone  endeavored 
to  introduce  some  new  practices  into  the  church  ;  these,  according  to  the 
historian  Trumbull,  related  to  the  qualifications  for  baptism,  church  mem- 
bership and  the  rights  of  brotherhood.    Some  of  the  prominent  members 
of  the  church,  including  Gov.  A\'ebster,  Andrew  Bacon  and  William  Lewis, 
opposed  the  innovations  ;  councils  from  the  neighboring  churches  were 
convened  and  attempted  to  reconcile  the  parties  but  without  avail.  The 
minister  was  sustained  by  a  majority  of  the  church-members,  and  in  the 
latter  part  of  1657  or  the  early  part  of  165S  the  minority  formally  witli- 
drew  from  the  church,  proposing  to  form  a  union  with  the  church  atAA'eth- 
ersfield.    The  General  Court  interfered  in  March,  1658,  and  prohibited 
the  church  from  proceeding  with  the  withdrawers  in  a  course  of  discipline 
and  forbade  the  withdrawers  to  prosecute  their  object. 

In  the  early  part  of  1658  the  minority  of  the  church  sent  men  up  the 
river  to  view  the  lands  east  and  north  of  Northampton.  May  20,  1658, 
Capt.  John  Cullick  and  Elder  William  Goodwin,  two  prominent  men 
among  the  '"withdrawers"  as  they  were  called,  presented  a  petition  to  the 
General  Court  at  Boston,  representing  that  they  with  several  otiiers  wished 
to  come  under  "the  pious  and  godly  government  "  of  Massachusetts,  and 
desiring  '' whether  we  may.  without  offence,  view  any  tract  of  land  unpos- 
sessed witliin  your  colony,  in  order  to  such  aii  end.  and  in  case  we 
can  present  any  thing  that  may  be  to  the  encouraging  of  a  cf)nsiderable 
company  to  take  up  a  plantation,  either  at  Xonotuck  or  elsewhere,  we  may 
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have  your  gracious  allowance  to  dispose  ourselves  there."  This  request 
was  granted,  May  35,  1658,  with  the  provision  that  "  they  submit  themselves 
to  a  due  and  orderly  hearing  of  the  differences  between  themselves  and 
their  brethren."  The  agreement  or  engagement  of  those  who  intended  to 
remove  from  Connecticut  to  Massachusetts  is  dated  at  Hartford,  April  18, 
1C59  and  is  signed  by  60  names,  of  which  38  were  of  men  who  belonged 
to  Hartford.  20  to  M'ethersfield  and  two  to  Windsor;  of  this  number  18 
did  not  remove  to  Hadley  or  remained  there  but  a  short  time. 

May  28,  1659,  the  General  Court  appointed  Capt.  Pynchon,  Lieut. 
Holyoke  and  Dea.  Chapin  of  Springfield,  and  William  Holton  and  Richard 
Lyman  of  Northampton  a  committee  to  lay  out  the  bounds  of  the  new 
plantation,  on  either  or  both  sides  of  the  river,  as  they  shall  see  cause." 
This  committee  reported,  Sept.  30,  1659,  that  they  had  laid  out  the  planta- 
tion on  both  sides  of  the  river  and  designated  the  following  as  the  boun- 
daries :  On  the  East  side  of  said  river  their  southerly  bounds  to  be  from 
the  head  of  the  Falls  above  Springfield  and  so  to  run  east  and  by  north 
the  length  of  nine  miles  from  the  said  river  :•  And  their  Northerly  bounds 
to  he  a  little  brook  called  by  the  Indians  Nepasoaneage  up  to  a  mountain 
called  Quunkwattchu,  and  so  running  eastward  from  the  river  the  same 
length  of  nine  niiles  :  from  their  southerly  bounds  to  the  northerly  bounds 
on  the  east  side  the  river  is  about  11  or  12  miles."  It  is  believed  that  the 
broad  street  and  the  homelots  were  laid  out  in  1659  and  that  a  party  of 
the  "  engagers,"  as  they  were  termed,  came  to  the  plantation  and  established 
themselves  there  the  same  year.  Nov.  9,  1659,  seven  men  called 
•*  Townsmen  "  were  chosen  "  to  order  all  public  occasions."  Oct.  8,  1660, 
a  meeting  was  held  at  the  house  of  Andrew  Warner  and  a  series  of  votes 
was  passed  and  signed  by  28  persons  who  were  probably  all  that  had 
taken  up  their  residence  in  the  new  plantation.  By  an  order  of  the 
(jcneral  Court,  May  22,  1661,  the  settlement  was  named  Hadley,  from  a 
town  of  the  same  name  situated  in  the  county  of  Suffolk,  England. 

From  1660  until  1675  the  inhabitants  of  Fladley  prospered  in  their 
attairs.  The  rich  meadow-lands  yielded  bountiful  crops  of  grain  and  their 
cattle  found  good  pasturage  in  the  swamps  and  lowlands.  On  the  12th  of 
l>ecember,  1661,  the  town  ordered  the  erection  of  a  meeting-house;  the 
\v<'rk  was  begun  in  1665  but  was  not  completed  until  1670.  I'he  first 
'mnister  was  Mr.  John  Russell,  Jr.,  who  was  born  in  England,  graduated 
at  Harvard  college  in  1645  preached  in  Wethersfield  beginning  in  1649  - 
1659  idOo  he  removed  to  Hadley,  where  he  died  in  1692.  In  those 
farly  days,  among  the  settlers  of  New  England,  religion  and  education 
>vent  iiand  in  hand,  and  as  early  as  1667  we  find  the  inhabitants  of  Hadley 
«»aking  a  grant  of  land  for  a  grammar  school,  the  funds  to  establish  which 
l»ad  been  provided  by  Edward  Hopkins,  Esq.,  at  one  time  governor  of 
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Connecticut,  who  lived  for  a  time  in  Hartford,  returning  afterwards  to 
England  where  he  died  in  March,  1657.  Hadley  received  from  Mr.  Hop- 
kins' estate  the  sum  of  ;{^3oS,  which  furnished  the  foundation  for  the 
Hopkins  grammar  school,  one  of  the  most  noted  educational  institutions 
of  New  England.  In  1665  the  town  voted  to  give  £20  per  annum  for 
three  years  towards  the  maintenance  of  a  school-master,  to  teach  the 
children  and  to  be  as  a  help  to  Mr.  Russell,  as  occasion  may  require." 
Caleb  Watson  appears  to  have  been  the  first  school-master.  In  May,  1667, 
the  inhabitants  of  the  town  on  the  west  side  of  the  river  petitioned  the 
General  Court  to  be  set  off  as  a  separate  parish  ;  this  petition  was  opposed 
.by  the  inhabitants  on  the  east  side  and  it  was  not  until  December,  1669, 
that  a  committee  appointed  by  both  parties  agreed  on  the  terms  for  an 
amicable  separation.  The  town  of  Hatfield  was  incorporated  the  31st  of 
]\Iay,  1670. 

In  1675  began  the  first  of  a  series  of  Indian  wars  which  for  nearly 
ninety  years  devastated  the  valley  of  the  Connecticut,  turning  the  settle- 
ments into  armed  camps,  ravaging  them  with  fire  and  sword,  burning  the 
dwellings  and  torturing  and  murdering  their  inhabitants.  The  pages  of 
Hadley's  history  are  stained  with  blood,  but  they  are  bright  with  deeds -of 
valor  and  self-sacrifice.  In  1662,  Philip,  on  the  death  of  his  father  Mas- 
sasoit  and  his  brother  Alexander,  became  chief  of  the  Wampanoags,  an 
Indian  tribe  whose  hunting-grounds  were  in  the  eastern  part  of  Massa- 
chusetts and  Rhode  Island.  He  at  once  entered  into  negotiations  with 
chieftains  of  other  tribes,  his  aim  being  to  secure  their  aid  in  inaugurating 
a  war  of  extermination  against  the  English,  Hostilities  were  begun  in 
June,  1675,  Swanzey,  and  in  August  a  party  of  horsemen  commanded 
by  Captains  Hutchinson  and  Wheeler  fell  into  an  ambuscade  near  Brook- 
field  and  eight  of  their  number  were  killed  outright,  three  others  being 
mortally  wounded.  This  was  followed  by  the  burning  of  Brookfield,  its 
inhabitants  taking  refuge  in  a  fortified  house  and  making  such  a  stout 
defence  that  when  reinforcements  arrived  the  savages  tied,  llie  Indians 
concerned  in  this  attack  were  Nipmucks.  Toward  the  last  of  July  Philip 
left  his  stronghold  in  the  swamp  at  Pocasset,  and  with  a  band  of  his 
followers  made  his  way  into  the  Xipmuck  country.  Tb.e  Indians  about 
Hadley  had  for  a  long  time  acted  in  a  suspicious  manner,  and  Captains 
Beers  and  Lathrop  from  the  eastern  part  of  the  colony  were  ordered  with 
their  companies  to  that  town  where  they  had  under  their  command  iSo 
men.  'J1ie  Indians  were  ordered  to  deliver  up  their  arms;  they  expressed 
their  readiness  to  do  this,  but  deferred  the  matter  until  night  wiien,  it  being 
the  25th  of  August,  they  secretly  left  their  fort  and  tied  up  the  river.  They 
were  pursued  by  the  forces  under  Peers  and  Eathrop,  and  being  overtaken 
near  the  base  of  Sugarloaf  mountain  in  South  Deerfield  an  engagement 
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followed  in  which  the  Indians  lost  26  killed  and  the  English  10.  This  was 
followed  within  a  week  by  the  burning  of  Deerfield  and  an  attack  upon 
Xorthfield  where  nine  or  ten  white  men  were  killed.  Captain  Beers  with 
V'»  mounted  men  while  on  the  way  to  Northfield  fell  into  an  ambuscade, 
M\d  after  a  gallant  battle  against  heavy  odds  the  Englishmen  who  survived, 
(jnlv  sixteen  in  number,  retreated  and  made  their  way  to  Hadley. 

September  ist  an  attack  was  made  upon  Hadley  by  a  band  of  Indians, 
who  it  is  supposed  \  ere  Xipmucks  and  Wampanoags  that  had  come  from 
ih.ceast.  The  inhabitants  were  assembled  in  the  meeting-house  engaged 
:ii  public  worship.  The  Indians  made  an  attack  upon  the  meeting-house  ; 
it  was  the  custom  of  the  time  for  the  inhabitants  to  carry  arms  when  they 
attended  meetings,  and  they  returned  the  fire  of  the  Indians  ;  the  advan- 
lage  was  with  the  latter,  when  Suddenly  and  in  the  midst  of  the  people 
there  appeared  a  man  of  a  very  venerable  aspect,  and  different  from  the 
itihabitants  in  his  apparel,  who  took  the  command,  arranged,,  and  ordered 
them  in  the  best  military  manner,  and  under  his  direction  they  repelled 
and  routed  the  Indians,  and  the  town  was  saved."  This  man,  as  was 
afterwards  proved,  was  Gen.  William  Goffe,  one  of  the  judges  who  presided 
at  the  trial  of  Charles  I.  of  England  and  condemned  him  to  death.  Gen. 
(^vife  and  Gen.  Edward  Whalley,  another  of  the  "regicides,"  fled  from 
l-iiL^land  on  the  restoration  of  Charles  II.  ifnd  coming  to  Hadley  were 
received  by  Rev.  John  Russell  and  concealed  in  his  house  for  many  years. 

In  September,  Captain  Lathrop  and  80  young  men  marched  from 
Hadley  to  Deerfield  to  assist  in  securing  a  large  quantity  of  wheat  that 
uas  there  in  stack.  They  arrived  safely  at  their  destination,  and  after 
threshing  the  grain  the  baggage  wagons  were  loaded  and,  Sept.  18,  the 
j'lriy  set  out  on  their  return.  Arriving  nearly  opposite  Sugar-loaf  moun- 
tain, their  path  lay  across  a  stream  on  which  the  events  of  that  day  con- 
it  rred  the  name  of  "  Bloody  Brook."  Concealed  in  the  thickets  by  the 
-"•uie  of  the  stream  was  a  party  of  700  Indians  ;  the  company  halted  when 
pari  way  across  the  morass  to  rest  and  to  watch  the  passage  of  the  teams. 
1  i»e  Indians  from  their  ambush  opened  a  deadly  tire  and  in  less  than  an 
l>"ur  Capt.  Lathrop  and  all  of  his  command  with  the  exception  of  seven 
"I  ei^ht  were  slain.  The  noise  of  the  battle  was  heard  by  Capt.  Morely 
^\n.>  sallied  out  from  Deerfield  with  a  small  company  of  men  and  attacked 
'•ic  Indians  as  they  were  stripping  the  slain  ;  although  greatly  outnumbered. 

command  soon  put  the  savages  to  flight,  they  were  assisted  in  the 
p'Jrsnit  by  Major  Treat  and  one  hundred  men  from  Hadley  who  arrived  at 
<'Pporiune  moment.    The  number  of  white  men  killed  in  the  fight  at 
li'.i>-.)dy  iirook  is  given  by  Rev.  Mr,  Russell  of  Hadley  as  71. 

•History  of  Three  of  the  Judges  of  Cliarles  I.  publislied  in  1794  by  President  Stiles. 
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Oct.  5,  a  body  of  Indians  said  to  number  about  100  attacked  Spring- 
field, killed  two  men  and  one  woman  and  burned  some  30  dwelling-houses 
and  many  barns.  Oct.  19,  an  attack  was  made  upon  Hatfield  but  the 
Indians  were  repulsed.  During  the  remainder  of  the  year  the  Indians 
caused  little  trouble  to  the  settlers,  although  the  latter  were  constantly 
apprehensive  of  an  attack.  Rev.  Mr.  Russell  estimated  the  number  of 
whites  killed  in  Hampshire  county  during  the  year  at  145,  of  whom  aboiit 
43  or  44  were  inhabitants  of  the  county  the  remainder  coming  from  other 
parts  of  the  colony.  In  the  autumn  and  winter  of  1675  Palisades  were 
built  about  the  town  of  Hadley  consisting  of  rows  of  stakes  or  posts, 
about  ten  feet  in  length,  planted  two  feet  deep  in  the  ground  and  standing 
eight  feet  above  ground. 

In  the  spring  of  1676  the  Indians  opened  hostilities  in  Hampshire 
county  by  an  attack  upon  Northampton,  March  14;  they  were  repulsed 
with  considerable  loss,  after  burning  five  houses  and  five  barns  and  killing 
four  men  and  one  woman.  About  April  i  three  men  were  killed  at  Hock- 
anum.  May  18,  a  party  of  mounted  men  numbering  from  150  to  160  from 
Springfield,  Westheld,  Northampton,  Hadley  and  Hatfield,  assembled  at 
Hatfield  and  marched  from  there  to  a  place  called  "  the  falls,"  now  known 
as  Turners  Falls,  where  about  daybreak  the  following  morning  they  sur- 
prised the  Indians  in  their  wigwams  and  killed  between  130  and  180  men. 
women  and  children.  On  their  return  they  were  in  turn  attacked  by  the 
Indians  and  38  whites  were  slain.  INIay  30,  a  party  of  Indians  estimated 
to  number  250  attacked  Hatfield,  burning  many  houses  and  barns  without 
the  fortification.  A  rescuing  party  of  25  men  crossed  the  river  from 
Hadley  and  gave  battle  to  the  Indians,  five  Hadley  men  being  killed.  On 
June  12  an  attack  was  made  upon  Hadley  by  about  250  Indians,  but  the 
garrison  having  been  largely  reinforced  by  troops  from  Connecticut  the 
Indians  were  repulsed.  Three  soldiers  who  were  surprised  outside  the 
fortifications  were  killed.  This  was  the  last  Indian  attack  in  Hampshire 
county  in  1676.  Sept.  19,  1677,  a  party  of  Indians  attacked  Hatfield, 
killed  twelve  persons  and  took  seventeen  captives  ;  proceeding  to  Deerfield 
they  killed  one  and  captured  four;  the  captives  were  taken  to  Canada.  In 
October  the  corn-mill  at  Hadley  was  burned.  There  were  no  more  Indian 
attacks  on  Hampshire  county  towns  during  the  year,  which  witnessed  the 
close  of  what  was  known  as  "  King  Philip's  war." 

In  1688  began  what  was  known  as  "  King  William's  war,"  between 
the  English  and  French.  The  American  colonies  of  the  two  nations  were 
early  involved  in  the  conflict,  the  I'rench  securing  as  their  alhes  some  of 
the  northern  tribes  of  Indians.  Hampshire  county  escaped  the  ravages 
of  war  in  1689  and  1690,  but  there  were  many  ahirms  and  men  were  often 
called  to  arms.     .Sept.  15,  1694,  a  combined  attack  was  made  bytiie  I'rench 
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and  Indians  upon  the  fort  at  Deerfield.  but  they  were  repulsed.  Oct.  5. 
1696,  Richard  Church  of  Hadley  was  slain  by  Hudson  River  Indians; 
four  of  the  latter  were  tried  and  two  were  found  guilty  and  shot  to  death 
at  Northampton,  Oct.  23.  These  were  the  first  executions  in  Hampshire 
county.  During  this  war  which  lasted  nearly  ten  years,  28  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Hampshire  county  were  killed  and  several  captured. 

In  May,  1702,  still  another  war  began  between  England  and  France, 
extending  the  following  year  to  the  colonies.  Feb.  29,  1704,  the  P'rench 
and  Indians  attacked  Deerfield,  their  combined  forces  numbering  about  340 
men.  The  attack  was  in  the  early  morning,  the  sentinels  were  unfaithful 
and  had  retired  to  rest  and  the  entire  party  entered  the  place  undiscovered. 
They  broke  in  the  doors  of  houses,  dragged  out  their  startled  inhabitants, 
killed  such  as  resisted  and  took  prisoners  nearly  all  the  remainder:  38 
were  slain  and  112  made  captives,  among  the  latter  being  Rev.  John 
Williams,  his  wife  and  five  children.  Two  men  escaped  and  hurried  to 
Hatfield;  returning  with  a  small  body  of  men  they  overtook  and  attacked 
the  enemy,  but  were  compelled  to  retreat  with  a-  loss  of  nine  of  their 
number.  The  captives  were  taken  to  Canada,  22  being  killed  or  dying  on 
the  way;  28  remained  in  Canada  and  60  returned.  May  13,  1704,  a 
party  of  Indians  attacked  a  hamlet  of  five  families  at  Pascommuck,  near 
the  northeast  end  of  Mount  Tom  in  Northampton  and  killed  19  persons, 
capturing  14  others.  This  war  came  to  an  end  in  17  13,  having  lasted  ten 
years  ;  during  this  time  103  persons  were  slain  in  Hampshire  county  or  in 
excursions  from  it. 

The  fourth  Indian  war  lasted  froni  1722  to  1726  ;  some  soldiers  from 
Hadley  served  at  Northtield  and  Deerfield  but  no  person  belonging  to  the 
i"\\n  was  killed  or  injured  during  the  war.  The  fifth  war  began  in  1744 
and  lasted  until  17.4S.  June  17,  1745.  Louisburg  in  Cape  Breton  surren- 
<lt-Ted  after  a  siege  of  49  days  to  an  army  from  New  England  aided  by  a 
I'Titish  squadron.  In  the  English  army  were  troops  from  Hadley,  probably 
"I'mc  from  the  east  settlement.  In  a  garrison  that  bravely  defended  a  fort 
•»t  Charlestown,  N.  H.,  in  April,  1747,  were  six  men  from  the  Second  and 
1  liird  Precincts  of  Hadley,  viz.,  Eleazar  Smith.  William  Boltwood,  Nehe- 
"uah  Dickinson.  Nathaniel  Church.  Jr.,  Josiah  Swan  and  Ebenezer  Dickin- 
Of  the  sixth  and  final  Indian  war  more  will  be  recorded  later  on. 
I'Vom  the  beginning  of  the  first  Indian  war  in  1675  until  the  close  of 
^hi- tifth  in  174S  the  inhabitants  of  Hadley  were  compelled  to  devote  a 
••iru'e  part  of  their  time   and  effort  to  military  affairs.     A  feeble  little 

It  lament  in  the  heart  of  the  wilderness,  surrounded  by  savage  foes, 
^'iMuiiinr  ,^(_,(.  .^j.  nioment  or  from  wirat  Cjuartcr  to  expect  an  attack,  it 

1^  Wonderful  that   its  inhabitants  maintained  stout  hearts  and  refused  to 

•in()iiish  their  homes  bought  at  so  dear  a  price  and  surrounded  by  such 
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manifold  dangers,  but  such  a  thought  seems  never  to  have  possessed  them. 
The  same  spirit  that  moved  them  to  separate  from  the  churches  in  Hartford 
and  Wethersheld  and  to  iound  a  plantation  where  they  could  enjoy  the 
fullest  measure  of  religious  liberty,  continued  to  animate  and  strengthen 
them  when  attacked  by  heathen  hordes.  They  loved  their  new  homes 
better  than  the  old  and  were  ready  to  do  anything  and  dare  everything  to 
protect  and  maintain  them.  I'hey  preferred  rather  to  dwell  in  an  armed 
camp  than  to  return  to  the  peaceful  plantations  down  the  river.  They 
gave  not  of  their  lives  alone  but  of  their  substance  as  well,  contributing 
their  full  share  toward  paying  the  expenses  of  long  and  bloody  conliicts. 
Such  was  the  fibre  of  the  men,  and  of  the  women  too,  who  founded  the 
old  town  of  Hadley,  the  parent  town  of  Hatfield,  South  Hadley,  Amherst 
and  Granby.  No  honor  paid  to  them  by  their  descendants  can  be  too 
great,  too  loving. 


CHAPTER  II. 


Early  Settlements  l\  Hampshire  County. — Division  of  Hadley 
Outer  Commons. — E(,)Uivalent  Land. — Flat  Hills  Lands. — 
East  Inhabitants  in  173 i. 

The  earliest  settlement  made  by  the  English  within  the  present 
boundaries  of  Hampshire  county  was  at  Northampton  in  1654.  The 
second  was  at  Hadley  in  1659  and  at  Hatfield,  then  a  part  of  Hadley,  the 
same  year.  In  1700,  the  first  permanent  settlement  was  made  at  East- 
hampton.  In  1725  South  Hadley,' then  a  part  of  Hadley,  was  settled  and 
in  1732  became  the  Second  Precinct  of  the  parent  town.  Ware  was 
settled  in  1729.  In  1731  families  from  Northampton,  Hatfield  and  Hadley 
settled  in  Delchertown,  tlien  known  as  -'Cold  Spring."  In  1732  a  settle- 
ment was  made  at  Southampton  and  one  at  Pelham  in  1739.  In  1662  the 
county  of  Hampshire  was  established  by  an  act  of  the  General  Court, 
being  the  fifth  county  in  Massachusetts.  It  embraced  the  lands  within  the 
present  boundaries  of  Hampshire,  Hampden,  Franklin  and  Berkshire 
counties,  and  also  included  lands  in  (."onnecticut  :  at  the  time  of  its  erection 
it  contained  three  settlements,  at  Springfield,  Northampton  and  Hadley. 
Springfield  was  made  tlie  shire  town,  and  the  courts  were  to  be  held  attliat 
place  and  at  Nortiiampton  alternate  years.    A  settlement  was  made  at 
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WcsUield,  then  known  as  "  Woronoco  "  in  1666,  the  settlers  coming  from 
>jirin2:held  and  Northampton.  In  1670  Hatfield  was  set  off  from  Hadley 
.md  incorporated  as  a  town.  The  same  year  a  settlement  was  made  at 
!  (ccrrteld,  then  known  as  "Pocumtuck."  This  was  followed,  three  years- 
liter,  by  a  settlement  at  "Squakheag,"  afterwards  known  as  Northfield. 
I'iiis  completed  the  line  of  settlements  along  the  river-bank,  at  Springfield, 
N'orthampton,  Hadley,  Hatfield,  Deerfield  and  Northfield  prior  to  the  year 
1703  when  the  bounds  of  the  Third  Precinct  of  Hadley  were  laid  out. 

••  King  Philip's  war  "  came  to  an  end  in  1677,  and  for  ten  years  the 
inhabitants  of  Hadley  were  allowed  to  engage  in  peaceful  pursuits  unmo- 
;^.->ted.  They  increased  in  numbers  and  tinding  themselves  in  need  of 
niorc  land  for  tillage  and  pasturage  began  to  consider  the  division  of  their 
lands  to  the  eastward.  These  lands  had  been  granted  to  them  by  the 
(Icneral  Court  in  1673,  on  petition  signed  by  38  persons.  At  a  meeting  of 
•he  town  held  April  10,  1688  the  following  vote  was  passed: 

•'  Voted  by  the  Towne  that  all  their  Comon  lands  lyeing  within  their  Bounds 
~  all  be  laid  out  into  particuler  Alottments  to  the  proprietors  and  Inhabitants  of 
tills  Towne  of  Hadley  acording  to  the  rule  they  shall  agree  upon. 

\'oted  by  the  Towne  that  every  proprietor  and  Inhabitant  shall  receive  his- 
;.  rt»portion  in  said  Comon  lands  acording  to  a  former  Custom  viz:  acording  to  a 
::.o  pound  estate  or  a  150  or  a  100  or  50  (S:c :  or  as  the  Towne  shall  see  meet  to 
-;r.int  to  persons  that  have  had  no  former  grant  of  lands." 

In  July  of  the  same  year  the  second  Indian  war  began,  continuing  ten. 
years  ;  .  during  this  period  the  attention  of  the  inhabitants  was  turned  to 
iJiihtary  affairs  and  to  the  protection  of  their  lives  and  property  from  the 
"  v,  ages.  There  is  no  further  allusion  to  a  division  of  lands,  in  the  town 
K-cords,  until  1699,  when  the  following  appears: 

'•At  a  Leagall  Towne  meting  January  S,  1699. 
\'oted  that  Capt.  C-ook  Left  Kellogg  Mr  Samuel!  Porter  Cornet  Dickinson 
^  r-t  Daniell  Marsh  Be  A  Committy  To  consider  A  method  that  may  be  best  for 
■     haying  out  of  The  Commons  ;  And  Accordingly  to  make  Report  thereof  to  ye 
1  n\  He.'" 

There  is  no  minute  on  the  town  records  as  to  whether  this  committee 
■•'  ^dc  a  report,  but  under  date  of  March  4;  1700,  the  following  appears  : 

'■  ^  otcd  by  the  Towne  that  3  miles  and  one  quarter  Eastward  from  the  meeting- 
'■■-^■^  And  so  from  the  north  side  of  mount  holyoke  unto  the  mill  River  shall  Lye 
'  '»:nmon  Land  forever  supposing  that  this  Line  will  take  in  the  whole  of  the 
Swamp. 

^  f't-d  that  the  Rest  of  the  Comons  Eastward  shall  be  Laid  out  in  three 
;  "--^'vuns  that  is  to  say  Betwixt  the  Roade  Leading  to  Brooktield  and  the  mill 
•■•'Lvcr  notwithstanding  there  is  Liberty  for  the  Cutting  wood  and  timber  so  Long 
I.yeiii  unfensed. 

1  Mirrtj  is  Likewise  to  be  left  betwi.xt  every  Division  forty  Rods  for  highways: 
^  -d  wliat  will  be  nesesary  to  be  left  for  highways  East  and  West  Threw  every 
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Division:  is  to  be  left  To  the  discression  of  the  messirers:  And  every  one  to  have 
-a  proportion  in  the  first  or  second  Devision:  And  every  one  to  have  a  proporsion 
4n  the  third  Devision :  And  every  householder  to  have  a  fifty  pound  Allotment. 
And  all  others  who  are  now  the  proper  Inhabitants  of  Hadley  from  sixteen  years 
-old  and  upwards  to  have  a  five  and  twenty  pound  Allotment  in  said  Commons." 

It  is  evident  from  this  vote  and  from  action  subsequently  taken  by 
the  town  that  the  lots  in  the  first  and  second  divisions  were  intended  as 
Jiomelots  and  those  in  the  third  division  as  pastures  for  cattle. 

March  3,  17 01,  the  following  votes  were  passed  : 

"Voted  by  the  Town  that  tire  proprietors  of  the  Commons  Agreed  on  to  be 
Laid  ought  to  the  proper  Inhabitants  of  sixteen  years  old  mensioned  in  the  vote  in 
March  Last  past:  is  to  be  understood  as  an  accommodation  to  the  parent  or  master 
of  such  Inhabitant  and  is  to  be  Laid  ought  to  his  allotment. 

Voted  that  the  Commons  agreed  upon  this  time  twelve  months  To  be  Laid 
'Ought  be  done  as  soone  as  conveniently  may  be  and  that  we  now  proceed  to  the 
drawing  of  Lots  in  order  thereto. 

Voted  that  so  many  as  desire  Their  Lots  to  lye  together  may  have  Liberty  to 
agree  together  and  draw  but  once  and  so  have  their  Lots  Laid  Sucksessively. 

Voted  that  in  the  Laying  ought  of  the  Commons  :  having  had  Respect  to  the 
•poules  according  to  the  vote  last  past  that  the  Rest  be  Laid  ought  according  to 
the  meadow  Land  that  each  person  is  now  in  the  possession  of. 

Voted  that  in  the  Laying  ought  of  the  Commons  the  first  Lott  shall  begin  next 
the  path  that  Leads  to  Brookfield :  And  so  to  be  Laid  Norward  Till  they  come  to 
rthe  mill  River  :  And  the  next  Lott  to  be  on  the  second  Division  Next  to  said  path  : 
And  so  to  go  on  to  the  said  mill  River." 

Judd  states  in  his  history  of  Hadley  that  '*  In  a  division  south  of 
JMount  Holyoke,  lots  were  drawn  in  this  manner.  As  many  papers  as  there 
were  proprietors  were  numbered,  and  put  into  a  box  and  well  shaken. 
Each  proprietor  drew  out  one  of  these  papers,  or  if  any  were  absent,  the 
moderator  drewior  them."  It  is  probable  that  in  this,  or  in  some  similar 
fashion,  the  lots  were  drawn  which  decided  the  first  individual  ownership 
of  lands  in  the  town  of  Amherst.  From  the  Hadley  "town  book"  arc- 
copied  the  names  of  the  following  persons  who  had  a  part  in  this  first  dis- 
tribution of  Amherst  lands.* 

■*For  a  plan  of  tlie  lots  drawn  in  the  tliird  division,  see  Town  Records,  Part  II.  of  this  volume, 
jp.  152. 
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First  Divisiox, 
Brookfield  road. 

1    jonathan  Marsh, 
:    Samuel  Nash, 

Kbenezer  Nash. 
]    Samuel  Marsh, 
3    Ephraim  Nash, 

6  Samuel  Crow, 

;  Thomas  Selding, 

S  John  S elding, 

)  William  Rooker, 

0  Joseph  Smith, 

1  Widow  Craft, 

2  Sam'L  Dickinson, 

3  M'r.  Wm.  Williams, 

4  John  Cowle, 

3  John  Graves, 

'}    Stephen  Belding. 

7  Ebenezer  Billing, 

5  Samuel  Belding,  Jr., 
)    Daniel  Warner, 

0  \\'idow  Warner, 
lighway  40  rods  wide,  S 

1  Joseph  Smith, 

■2  Kbenezer  Wells, 

•3  Nathaniel  White, 

4  John  Smith,  Tailor, 
■5  John  Preston, 

*6    Nathaniel  Warner, 
7    Daniel  Hubbard. 
■S    Col.  Samuel  Partrigg, 
)    Samuel  Partrigg.  Jr., 
;o    Saml  and  Eben'r  IVIoody 
%i    John  Ingram,  Sr., 

John  Ingram,  Jr., 
^3    Samuel  Ingram, 
•. t    Nathaniel  Ingram, 

Jonathan  Ingram, 
yj    Thomas  Goodman, 
>7    John  Smith.  Orphan, 

Samuel  Barnard, 
'v  Highway  40  rods  wide, 
^'ew  Swamp,  and  runs  to  F 
')    Samuel  Church, 

Jf'siah  Church, 
4»    Joseph  Church, 
J-    John  Taylor,  Sr., 
;^    John  Taylor,  Jr., 
i  \    I^ieazar  Warner, 
15    John  Hilyard, 

WilHam  Brown, 
i:    Nathaniel  Dickinson, 
•  ^    Edward  Church, 
'  >    S.inuicl  Smith,  Sr., 

Janifs  Smith, 
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Preserved  Smith,  17  S- 

hway  40  Rods  N.  end  of  Wells's  Hill. 
Samuel  Gaylord, 
WilHam  Gaylord, 
Wid.  Hannah  Porter, 
Samuel  Porter, 
Hezekiah  Porter 
John  Porter, 
Experience  Porter, 
Ichabod  Porter, 
Peter  Montague, 

Mill  River,  North. 
Second  Division. 
Brookfield  Road. 
John  Goodman, 
Aaron  Cook,  Esq., 
Thomas  Hovey, 
Westwood  Cook, 
Samuel  Cook, 
Highway  40  rods— removed 
Moses  Cook, 
Samuel  Boltwood, 
Daniel  Marsh,, 
Thos.  Dickinson, 
Deac.  Samuel  Smith, 
John  Montague, 
Isaac  Warner, 
Daniel  Warner, 
Widow  Cooke, 
Ens.  Chileab  Smith, 
Samuel  Smith,  son  of  Ch. 
Luke  Smith, 
Ebenezer  Smith,  ••' 
John  Smith, 
Mr.  Isaac  Chauncey, 
Town  Lot,  60  acres, 
George  Stillman, 
Ichabod  Smith, 
Jacob  Warner, 
Highway  40  rods,  "runs  down  to 
Foot's  Folly  from  New  Swamp." 


25 

5- 

17 

5- 

25 

10 

151 

8 

31 

6 

6 

32 

3 

23 

6 

80 

0 

07 

I 

/ 

-18 
40 

9 

"7  1 

y 

44 

I 

1734- 

44 

'  J- 

62 

J 

^  J4 

3 

44 

T  r 
^  J 

4i 

TO' 

54 

O' 

17 

s 

39 

J4 

•7- 
1 

21 

15 

26 

0 

•52 

9- 

40 

0 

55 

7 

38 

0 

44 

I 

25 

Land  of  Coleman, 
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John  Kellogg, 
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Edward  Kellogg. 
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Lt.  Joseph  Kellogg, 
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Nathaniel  Kellogg, 
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Mr.  Samuel  Russell, 
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Mr.  Jonathan  Russell, 
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Joiin  Nash, 

31 

6 

33 

Joseph  Nash, 

31 
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Thomas  Nash, 
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Highwav  32  rods  in  breadth. 

35 

Neh"h  Dickinson  &  sons. 
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13 
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Timothy  Elastman, 
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Peter  Tilton,  59i  acres, 
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Commons,  North. 
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March  i,  1703,  the  town  of  Hadley  passed  the  following  vote: 

''Voted  That  whareas  we  the  Towne  of  Hadley  About 3  yeres  since  Agreed 
nipon  Laying  out  A  Trakt  of  our  Common  Land:  east  of  the  Towne:  we  desire 
that  the  Towne  mesurers  would  proceed  to  Lay  it  ought  to  the  Towne  Agreemeir. 
And  we  desire  and  expect  that  Inasmuch  as  it  is  to  be  Laid  in  Large  peces  Thai 
they  do  it  for  one  penny  per  acre  in  pay  which  they  may  demand  of  each  persor. 
According  to  the  number  of  Acres  Laid  ought  for  him  or  them  and  we  oblige  our- 
-selves  to  pay  them  accordingly."' 

The  town  measurers,  Capt.  Aaron  Cooke,  Capt.  Nehemiah  Dickinson 
and  Mr.  Samuel  Porter,  proceeded  to  lay  out  these  "  Large  peces  "  of 
land,  unaided  by  a  surveyor's  compass  ;  they  began  at  the  Brookfield  road 
and,  in  running  their  line  northerly,  in  order  not  to  include  the  "  Xew 
Swamp"  and  other  lands,  they  inclined  13  or  14  degrees  easterly  of  thi- 
east  line  of  Hadley.  This  caused  them  to  encroach  upon  province  lands, 
now  in  the  town  of  Belchertown  and  Pelham.  May  3,  1703,  the  following 
vote  was  passed  by  the  town  : 

'•Voted,  that  whereas  the  towne  mesurers  have  Laid  out  according  to  our 
•order:  Three  divisions  of  Land  East  of  our  Town  :  That  we  desire  the  Clerk  to 
Record  said  Lands  in  the  Towne  Booke  together  in  the  same  order  as  they  were 
drawn  for  by  the  Inhabitants  According  to  the  List  presented  by  said  mesurers;— 
•for  the  doing  of  which  we  will  pay  him  what  is  reasonable  out  of  the  Town  Rate."' 

The  lots  in  the  first  and  second  divisions  were  each  240  rods  in  length 
and  in  breadth  as  given  in  the  foregoing  table.  The  first  division  extended 
from  the  Brookfield  road  to  ]\[ill  river,  a  distance  of  1961  rods,  including 
120  rods  that  was  set  apart  for  three  highways,  each  to  be  40  rods  in 
width.  In  this  division  60  lots  were  laid  out,  comprising  some  2760 
acres.  In  the  second  division  37  lots  were  laid  out,  comprising  2343  acres 
and  extending  north  from  the  Brookfield  road  1674  rods,  including  112 
rods  set  apart -for  three  highways.  This  division  did  not  extend  as  far 
north  as  Mill  river.  The  lots  in  the  third  division  were  two  miles  in 
length  and  the  number  of  lots  drawn  was  93,  two  persons  who  drew  in  the 
other  divisions  receiving  an  equivalent  elsewhere  and  three  others  drawing 
as  one.  The  width  of  the  93  lots,  according  to  the  measurers,  was  197  i 
rods  and  no  land  was  set  aside  for  highways.  The  division  as  laid  out 
contained  78S4  acres.  In  the  drawing  for  lots  in  the  first  and  second 
divisions  the  head  of  a  family  apparently  drew  17 5  rods  in  width,  or  26] 
acres,  for  himself,  and  half  as  much  for  each  son  between  16  and  21  years 
-of  age.  Men  over  21  who  were  not  householders  seem  to  have  had  no 
more  than  nunors.  In  the  drawing  of  lots  in  the  third  division  the  head 
of  a  family  appears  to  have  drawn  10  rods  and  6  feet  in  width,  or  4  1 ; , 
acres,  for  liimself,  and  half  as  much  for  sons  between  16  and  21,  i)esicU'S 
what  he  drew  for  meadow  land.     It  would  seem,  therefore,  that  as  original]} 
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out,  the  extreme  length  of  the  lands  in  Amherst  was  197 1  rods,  or  a 
:.tile  over  six  miles,  and  the  breadth  three  and  three-fourths  miles.  The 
iiur.d)er  of  acres  comprised  in  the  territory  was  12,987. 

As  before  stated,  the  Hadley  measurers  in  running  their  east  line  in 
1-03  without  the  aid  of  a  compass,  carried  the  line  too  far  to  the  east  and 
encroached  upon  what  was  afterwards  known  as  equivalent  land.  The 
N.  »inh  line  of  Massachusetts,  run  in  1642,  was  several  miles  too  far  to  the 
south,  and  the  colony  granted  south  of  the  true  line  105.793  acres  of 
■..iiul.  mostly  to  Suffield,  Enlielcl  and  Woodstock.  After  a  long  controversy, 
:!  was  agreed  that  Massachusetts  should  give  to  Connecticut  the  same 

i.  umber  of  acres  as  an  equivalent,  and  the  towns  named  should  remain  in 
Massachusetts.  In  17  15  two  men  from  Connecticut  and  one  from  Massa- 
chusetts laid  out  this  equivalent  land,  51.850  acres  of  which  was  to  the 
t  !st  of  Hadley,  part  of  it  being  comprised  in  the  present  limits  of  Belcher- 
town  and  Pelham.  The  west  line  of  this  land  cut  off  some  3000  acres 
iinni  the  third  division  laid  out  by  the  Hadley  measurers  in  1703.  Sylvester 
I\;dd  in  unpublished  mss.  states  that  the  Pelham  line. cut  off  one  and  one- 

ii.  ih'  miles  from  the  two  miles  in  length  of  the  most  northerly  lots  as 
<'ii;4inally  laid  out  in  the  third  division  ;  as  the  line  passed  further  south 
irs>  was  taken  off,  and  the  lots  below  those  granted  to  Samuel,  Hezekiah 
•hkI  John  Porter  were  of  full  length.  In  1738  the  town  voted  to  lay  out 
..\!ul  north  of  the  old  division  of  1703  and  south  of  Mill  river  "to  those 
•>v  ho  had  lost  land  in  the  3d  division  by  running  the  town  line  against 
i'llh.am."  The  names  of  those  to  whom  this  land  was  granted  were  as 
!im1ows  : 

^.inu:el  Partridge, 
i  !  i.T,e/.er  Selden, 
~^-.:jniel  Hnrnard. 
h'iin  (ioodman. 
1  'i-.izcr  Warner. 
2vh..ihod  Smith, 
Montague, 
\  s'.:-,aniel  Warner, 
^'itMund  Hubbard, 
^"I'.mon  r>oltwood, 
^••■•^luci  Smith, 

*  -uMja.s  Dickinson 

.Marsh, 
Porter, 
i'asiicl  Warner, 
i  •'••"!;as  (ioodman, 

I'lds  land  was  in  the  region  known  as  "  Flat  Hills."    It  was  divided 
.ti  t'Af)  tiers  and  made  654  acres,  137  rods.    For  each  two  acres  of  land 

•  ">i  from  the  third  division  they  were  allowed      acres  here.    It  was  \  oted 


Mr.  Jones  and  Samuel  Russell, 

Edward  Church. 

William  Rooker, 

Nathaniel  Dickinson, 

Dea.  Nathaniel  White, 

Samuel  Crow, 

Jacob  Warner, 

John  Preston, 

Peter  Montague, 

John  Taylor.  Sr.  Jr.. 

Geo.  Stillman. 

Timothy  Eastman, 

John  Selden, 

Isaac  Warner, 

Samuel  and  Ebenezer  Nash. 
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in  November,  1738,  "to  sequester  100  acres  nextto  north  lot  in  2d  division 
for  use  of  the  3d  precinct."  The  third  division  extended  further  north 
than  the  second  division. 

Of  the  97  persons  who  drew  lots  in  the  first  and  second  division,  7S 
were  residents  of  Hadley,  16  of  Hatfield  and  three  non-residents.  The 
number  of  families  in  Hadley  in  1701  was  about  70,  all  living  on  the  old 
broad  street  and  the  highway  at  the  north  end.  The  laying  out  in  1703 
was  according  to  polls  and  meadow-land  in  1701,  and  to  the  drawing  of 
that  year.  Of  the  97  persons  who  became  the  first  proprietors  of  the 
lands  now  comprised  in  the  town  of  Amherst,  but  a  small  proportion  ever 
occupied  their  lots  in  person.  The  distribution  was  completed  in  1703: 
the  same  year  was  signalized  by  the  beginning  of  a  war  between  England 
and  France,  ^vhich  extended  to  the  colonies  and  lasted  for  ten  years. 
During  this  war  the  French  and  their  Indian  allies  made  frequent  attacks 
on  the  English  settlements  in  the  Connecticut  valley,  burning  Deerfield  and 
rendering  life  and  property  unsafe  without  the  limits  of  the  fortified  towns. 
There  was  little  inducement  to  make  new  .settlements  and  land  in  the  three 
divisions  was  held  at  little  value  by  its  owners.  Judd  says  that  in  1703 
land  in  Amherst  was  not  worth  a  pistareen  an  acre  ;  later  it  was  valued  at 
from  three  to  four  shillings.  There  is  a  tradition,  mentioned  by  Judd  in 
the  Hadley  history  and  by  Holland  in  his  history  of  Western  Massachu- 
setts, that  the  first  settler  on  these  lands  was  a  Mr.  Foote,  who  came  from 
Hatfield.  Holland  says  :  A  Mr.  Foote,  probably  from  Hatfield,  is  said 
to  have  built  a  shanty  in  the  east  part  of  the  town  prior  to  1703.  The 
location  was  a  little  north  of  the  East  parish  meeting-house.  He  chose  the 
spot,  thinking  that  he  could  subsist  there  by  hunting  and  fishing,  but  failing 
to  do  so,  he  left,  and,  in  commemoration  of  his  folly,  the  east  part  of  the 
town  was  for  many  years  called  "  Foote-Folly  Swamp!  Judd  deemed  it 
probable  that  the  first  permanent  settlement  was  made  in  1727  or  172S. 

In  the  Hadley  town  records  the  first  mention  of  the  ^  east  inhabitants  " 
is  found  under  date  of  Jan.  5,  1730.  when  a  committee  was  appointed  to 
lay  out  a  burying  place  for  them.  If  the  tradition  concerning  Foote  be 
disregarded,  there  is  no  record  and  no  way  of  ascertaining  as  to  who  was 
the  original  settler  in  the  present  bounds  of  Amherst,  nor  where  the  first 
house  was  erected.  There  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  first  settlement 
was  at  East  Amherst,  on  the  liighway  between  the  second  and  third  divis- 
ions. In  1731  Hadley  voted  to  di\ide  among  its  inhal)itants  the  "Inner 
Commons,"  which  in  1700  they  had  voted  should  "Lye  as  Comon  Land 
forever."  The  provisions  of  this  vote  were  not  carried  out  until  1741,  but 
a  list  of  the  inhabitants  taken  in  1731,  who  afterwards  had  a  ])art  in  the 
distribution,  gi\es  the  names  and  ratable  estate  of  iS  pe-rsons  under  the 
heading  of  "  East  Inhabitants."'    These  names  were  as  follows  : 
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l.)hn  Ingram,  Sr.,  John  Ingram,  Jr., 

fibcnezer  Kellogg,  John  Cowls, 

lonathan  Cowls,  Samuel  Boltwood,  ^ 

S.iniuel  Hawley,  ,  Nathaniel  Church, 

John  Wells,  '  Aaron  Smith,  "  • 

N.ithaniel  Smith,  Richard  Chauncey, 

St'.'phen  Smith,  John  Nash,  Jr., 

I..'>L-ph  Wells.  Ebenezer  Scovil, 

lliicnezer  Ingram,  Ebenezer  Dickinson. 

Of  these,  John  Cowls,  Jonathan  Cowls,  Samuel  Hawley,  John  Wells, 
Stephen  Smith  and  Joseph  Wells  came  from  Hatfield,  the  remainder  bein^ 
from  Hadley.  Only  five  of  these  names  are  found  in  the  original  allot- 
ment of  lands,  those  of  John  Ingram,  Sr.,  John  Ingram,  Jr.,  Samuel 
lloltwood,  John  Nash  and  John  Cowls.  The  others  had  doubtless  acquired 
liicir  land  by  purchase  or  inheritance.  It  is  impossible  to  state  with 
.t(.curacy  the  precise  locations  of  the  houses  of  these  "  East  Inhabitants,"' 
hut  from  a  map  of  the  town  drawn  about  the  year  1770  we  are  enabled  to- 
l<-'Cate  the  following:  Jonathan  Cowls  (spelled  Cole)  lived  on  a  highway 
running  northwesterly  from  the  highway  between  the  first  and  second 
divisions;  John  Nash,  on  the  highway  between  the  first  and  second  divisions 
m  the  second  house  south  of  the  meeting-house  ;  PLbenezer  Dickinson,  on 
tlic  highway  between  the  first  and  second  divisions  at  the  north  part ; 
Nathaniel  Smith,  on  the  highw^ay  between  the  first  and  second  divisions  in 
i!ic  first  house  south  of  the  meeting-honse.  This  map  has  been  badly 
defaced  and  portions  of  it  lost,  but  gives  a  fair  idea  of  the  distribution  of 
t!ic  inhabitants  at  the  time  it  was  made. 

It  would  thus  appear  that  of  the  eighteen  original  settlers  but  four 
V. ere  Hving  in  the  present  bounds  of  Amherst  in  1770.  Of  the  remaining- 
•'-.iriccn.  John  Wells  had  removed  to  Hard  wick,  Joseph  \A'ells  to  Sunder- 
'•iiul,  Aaron  Smith  to  Shutesbury  where  he  died  in  1 759,  Richard  Chauncey 
t"  ^\  hately  where  he  died  in  1790,  Stephen  Smith  to  Sunderland  where  he 
<^'.e(l  in  1760;  Nathaniel  Church  had  also  removed,  but  where  he  went  is 
n-'t  recorded.  Ebenezer  Scovil  died  in  1731,  the  same  year  he  removed  to 
t!:-.-  new  settlement.  Ebenezer  Ingram  and  John  Cowls  died  in  1735,  John 
l'--:ram,  Jr.  in  1737,  Samuel  Boltwood  in  173S,  and  Ebenezer  Kellogg  in 
There  is  no  record  of  the  death  of  John  Ingram  and  Samuel 
n.;\\!cy;  the  former  was  living  in  1742  ''at  an  advanced  age,"  and  the 
•i''<-T,  born  in  16S6,  probably  died  before  the  map  was  made.  The  descend- 
••-'^  of  John  Cowls  removed  to  Belchertown.  John  Ingram,  Jr.  left  four 
'^"•■•s,  Samuel,  Philip,  Jc)hn  and  Reuben.  On  this  map  we  find  a  Philip 
In.iram  <  spelled  "  Ingrairam";  living  on  the  highway  between  tlie  first  and 
^' '  '!id  divisions,  near  Mill  \'a]ley,  and  a  John  Jngraham  living  on  the  east 
'■■-;l»\vay  near  the  north  part. 
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Between  1731  and  1738  the  following  persons  were  added  to  the 
population  of  the  settlement  : 

Joseph  Clary,  Jonathan  Atherton, 

Solomon  Boltwood.  _                     Charles  Chaimcey, 

William  Murray,  Nathan  Moody, 

Peletiah  Smith,  -        .           John  Perry. 

Ebenezer  Williams,  .        Zechariah  Field, 

Joseph  Plawley,  /     Samuel  Hawley,  Jr., 

John  Morton,  Moses  Smith. 

Zecheriah  Field,  Joseph  Hawley,  Samuel  Hawley,  Jr.  and  John  Morton 
came  from  Hatiield,  Ebenezer  Williams  from  Deertield,  the  remainder  from 
Hadley. 

Of  these,  the  following  may  be  located  on  the  map :  Peletiah  Smith, 
on  the  west  highway,  near  what  is  now  known  as  ]\Iiil  Valley  ;  Ebenezer 
Williams,  on  the  east  highway  toward  South  Amherst;  John  Morton,  on  the 
east  highway  north  of  where  the  East  Cong'l  church  now  stands  ;  Nathan 
Moody,  on  the  west  highway  a  little  way  over  College  hill  ;  Moses  Smith, 
on  the  Bay  road.  Jonathan  Atherton  died  in  i744and  John  Perry  removed. 
Solomon  Boltwood  "died  in  1762  and  left  a  son  Solomon  ;  on  the  map  is 
found  Lt.  Solomon  Boltwood  living  on  the  highway  running  from  the  west 
highway  toward  Hadley.  Zechariah  Field  died  in  173S  and  left  a  son 
John ;  the  map  has  a  Lieut.  John  F'ield  living  at  the  intersection  of  the 
west  highway  with  the  highway  leading  toward  Hadley. 

From  1739  to  1745  there  were  34  persons  added  to  the  settlement,  as 
follows  : 

Samuel  Ingram,  Noah  Baker, 

John  Field.  Charles  Wright, 

David  Nash,  Preserved  Clapp.  ■ 

Moses  Hawley,  '   Westwood  Cook.  Jr.. 

.Moses  Warner,    .  Joseph  Eastman.  Jr.. 

Aaron  Warner,  Deac.  Eleazar  ^^attoon. 

Jonathan  Nash,  Rev.  David  Parsons, 

Nathaniel  Coleman,  Peter  Smith,  . 

Jonathan  Moody.  Nathaniel  Kellogg, 

Samuel  Church,  Ephraim  Kellogg, 

Daniel  Dickinson,  Alexander  Porter. 

-John  Dickinson,  Elisha  Ingram. 

Moses  Dickinson.  Phinehas  Smitli. 

Nathan  Dickinson,  David  Smith. 

Jonathan  Dickinson,  Joseph  Morton, 

Jonathan  Smith,  Daniel  Smith, 

Nehemiah  Strong,  Seth  Kibbe. 

Of  these,  David  Nash  remo\-cd  to  South  Hadlc\-,  Phinclias  Smith  to 
Granbv,  and  Noah  I'akcr  to  Sinulcrlaiul  ;  I)a\  id  Smith  returned  to  Hadlc\'. 
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|.)Ncph  Morton  and  Seth  Kibbe  died.  The  following  appear  upon  the 
v.u\p:  Moses  \\'arner  and  Aaron  Warner,  on  the  west  highway  just  north  of 

meeting-house;  Jonathan  Nash,  on  the  east  highway,  toward  South 
Amherst ;  Jonathan  Moody,  a  little  north  of  the  Bay  road  but  off  the  high- 
V.  .»v:  Samuel  Church,  on  the  west  highway  near  the  Bay  road  ;  Daniel 
I'^kinson,  on  the  west  highway,  a  little  north  from  the  Bay  road:  Nathan 

lonathan  Dickinson,  on  the  east  highway  just  north  of  the  highway 
^  .uilp.g  to  Pelham  ;  Jonathan  Smith,  on  the  west  highway  toward  the  north 
;  iit :  Joseph  Eastman,  on  the  west  highway  at  the  north  ;  Rev.  David 
•'.;!M)ns,  on  the  west  highway  nearly  opposite  the  meeting-house;  Eliliu 
Li^ram,  on  the  west  highway  south  of  highway  leading  to  Hadley.  There 
a  Coleman  given  on  the  map,  on  the  east  highway  near  where  the  South 
<  i:n'^'\  church  now  stands  ;  this  may  have  been  Nathaniel  Coleman's  home; 

^r-n.  Dea.  Seth  Coleman,  lived  on  the  west  highway  just  north  of  the 
l.''.:}nvay  that  crossed  the  second  division.  John  Dickinson  was  living  at 
\hv  time  the  map  was  drawn  but  his  name  does  not  appear  on  it.  Moses 
I  >ick:nson  did  not  die  until  1803,  but  his  name  also  is  missing  from  the 
i:j.)p.  Nehemiah  Strong  died  in  1772  and  left  a  son  Simeon  born  in  1736. 
!  he  map  gives  the  residence  of  Simeon  Strong,  Esq.  at  the  junction  of  the 
V.  c->t  highway  and  the  highway  leading  to  Hadley.  Charles  Wright  removed 
'.■>  I'ownal,  Vt.,  prior  to  1762.  Preserved  Clapp  died  in  175S  and  left  a 
--'•n  Oliver  born  in  1744;  the  map  gives  the  residence  of  Oliver  Clapp  on 
t;!c  cast  highway  just  south  of  the  road  leading  to  Pelham.  Westwood 
^\n>'K  died  about  1748  and  left  a  son  Moses  born  in  1726.  The  map  gives 
t'ie  residence  of  a  Moses  ''Bascom,"  which  should  be  Moses  Cook,  on 
t  'l'-  West  highway  near  the  highway  branching  off  to  the  northwest.  Eleazar 
M  i?tMi)n  died  in  1767,  leaving  a  son  Ebenezer  born  in  1720  ;  on  the  map 
•••;e  residence  of  Ebgnezer  "Toon,'-  which  should  be  Mattoon,  is  given  on 
1:!'-  west  highway  near  the  north  part.  Peter  Smith  did  not  die  until  1787, 
b'!t  his  name  does  not  appear  on  the  map.  Nathaniel  Kellogg  died  in 
«7  'o  and  Ephraim  Kellogg  in  1777.  The  records  contain  nothing  con- 
icriiiiig  Alexander  Porter. 

Petween  the  years  1745  and  1763  the  following  persons  were  added 
I  '  ihc  population  : 

« '•'••li -1  Kellogg,  David  Smith, 

r.,!i.-\ni  Kellogg,  Noah  Smith. 

^  '  v.M-icr  Kellogg,  Jr.,  Martin  Smith, 

[  Church.  Eleazer  Smith, 

^'^••■"  Ihibhard,  John  I'etty  or  Pettis, 

N  C<H.k.  Joliii  Cowls.  Jr., 

'         ^^':^rner.  Oliver  Cowls, 

•••  .y<n  Dickinson,  Benjamin  Harwood. 

•"•'•■•^■'cn  Dickinson,  Samuel  Elmer, 
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Joseph  Dickinson. 

Ell  Colton, 

Ebenezer  Dickinson,  Jr., 

James  Merrick, 

Nathan  Dickinson.  Jr., 

Solomon  Boltwood,  Jr. 

Ebenezer  Dickinson,  3d, 

VVnliam  boitwoocl. 

Simeon  Dickinson, 

Ebenezer  Mattoon, 

Noah  Dickinson, 

^.         Simeon  Clark, 

Jonathan  Dickinson,  Jr., 

John  JN asn,  Jr., 

Jonathan  Dickinson, 

Noadiah  Lewis, 

Azariah  Dickinson, 

John  Ingram,  3d, 

Nathaniel  Dickinson, 

Philip  Ingram, 

i>  CllClll  Idtl   i_y  IL K 1  UbOU, 

Reuben  Ingram, 

David  Dickinson, 

Hezekiah  Belding, 

Thomas  Hasting's, 

'        William  Alurray,  Jr.. 

Simeon  Strong, 

John  Field,  Jr., 

Ens.  Josiah  Chauncey, 

J  onn  r\iiis. 

Isaac  Goodale. 

John  Billing, 

Ehjah  Baker, 

Preserved  Clapp, 

Simeon  l'*onieroy, 

U3.\  ici  iJiocigeL, 

John  Keet, 

Jonathan  Moody,  Jr., 

Jonathan  Edwards, 

Asahel  Moody,  V 

Alexander  Smith, 

Benjamin  Rhodes, 

Edward  Smith, 

Justus  Williams, 

Pelatiah  Smith,  Jr., 

Thomas  Bascom, 

Simeon  Smith, 

Gideon  Henderson, 

Jonathan  Smith,  Jr., 

Abner  Adams. 

Thomas  Morton, 

Of  these,  Thomas  Blastings,  Hezekiah  Belding,  John  Allis  and  John 
Billing  came  from  Hatfield,  Elijah  Baker,  John  Keet,  Jonathan  Edwards, 
Simeon  Clark  and  Gideon  Henderson  from  Northampton,  Simeon  Pomeroy 
from  Southampton;  the  remainder  from  Hadley.  The  following  are  found 
upon  the  map  :  Daniel  Kellogg,  on  the  east  highway  north  of  the  highway 
crossing  the  second  division  ;  Joseph  Church,  on  the  west  highway  at  the 
north  part  ;  Gideon  Dickinson,  on  the  east  highway  at  the  north  part ; 
Reuben  Dickinson,  on  the  east  highway  at  the  north  part ;  Joseph  Dickin- 
son, on  the  west  highway  at  the  north  part ;  Nathan  Dickinson,  Jr.,  on  the 
east  highway  toward  the  south  part ;  Noah  Dickinson,  on  the  east  highway 
a  little  south  of  the  highway  leading  to  Pelham  ;  Nathaniel  Dickinson,  on 
the  highway  leading  northwest  from  the  west  highway  ;  Thomas  Hastings, 
a  little  east  of  the  east  highwa}-  toward  the  south  part;  Josiah  Chauncey, 
on  the  west  highway  toward  "Mill  Valley;"  Isaac  Goodale,  on  the  wot 
highway  at  junction  of  highway  leading  to  the  northwest ;  Simeon  Pomcrox', 
on  the  east  highwav  toward  the  south  part  ;  Jonathan  Edwards,  probably 
the  '*  Dea.  Edwards"  on  the  map.  on  the  east  highway  toward  the  S(;uth 
part;  Alexander  Smith,  on  the  west  high  way  toward  ''Mill  X'alley  :"  David 
Smith  and  Noah  Smitli,  on  the  highway  leading  northwest  from  the  west 
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iii^hway  ;  INIartin  Smith,  on  the  highway  leading  to  Pelham ;  John  Petty, 
ou  tlie  south  road  crossing  the  second  division;  OHver  Cowls,  (spelled 
Cole  on  the  northwest  highway  ;  James  Merrick,  on  the  west  highway 
.u  the  south  part;  William  Boltwood,  on  the  west  highway  toward  "•  ]\Iill 
Willey;"  Simeon  Clark,  '*  Dea.  Clark"  on  the  map,  on  the  high  wa}- leading 
t(»  Hadley  ;  Noadiah  Lewis,  on  the  highway  leading  to  Hadley  ;  Hezekiah 
jlclding,  on  the  east  highway  at  the  north  part ;  John  Field,  Jr.,  on  the 
lii^iiway  running  northwest  ;  John  Billing,  on  the  west  highway  toward 
"  .\rill  Valley;"  David  Blodgett,  on  the  east  highway  just  north  of  the 
liighway  leading  to  Pelham  ;  Justus  \Mlliams,  on  the  east  highway  toward 
the  south  part;  Gideon  Henderson,  on  the  northwest  highway. 

Besides  the  names  of  the  original  settlers  and  the  additions  prior  to- 
1 7^)3  as  given  in  Judd's  History,  there  are  found  upon  the  map  the  following 
iKimes ;  Lemuel  Moody,  Israel  Dickinson,  Lieut.  Dickinson,  Timothy 
(Jrcen,  Reuben  Cowls,  Lieut.  Jonathan  P'ield,  Widow  Ingram,  Stephen 
Smith,  Solomon  Gould,  Silas  INIatthew,  John  Williams,  William  Rood,  Enos 
Dickinson,  Stephen  Cole,  Abner  Lee,  Aaron  \A'arner,  Jr.,  Gideon  Dickinson, 
jr.,  Timothy  Hubbard,  Joel  Billing,  Thomas  Hastings,  Jr.,  Joseph  Nash  and 
Kii  Parker.  Concerning  six  of  these,  Lieut.  Jonathan  Field,  John  Williams, 
Stephen  Cole,  Abner  Lee,  Timothy  Hubbard  and  Joseph  Nash,  but  little  is 
to  be  found  in  the  records.  Of  those  remaining,  Lemuel  Moody  was 
probably  the  son  of  Jonathan  Moody  who  came  to  Amherst  between  1739 
and  1745,  Israel  Dickinson  was  the  son  of  John  Dickinson  who  came  to 
.Amherst  before  1745.  "  Lieut."  Dickinson  was  probably  Reuben  Dickin- 
son, son  of  P^benezer,  one  of  the  original  settlers.  Timothy  Green  was 
l)orn  in  1748  and  came  to  Amherst  from  Hadley.  Reuben  Cowls  was  son 
of  Jonathan,  one  of  the  original  settlers.  The  widow  Ingram  was  doubt- 
less^ the  widow  of  John  Ingram.  Jr.,  also  one  of  the  first  settlers.  Stephen 
Smith  was  son  of  Stephen  who  came  to  Amherst  before  1739.  Solomon 
Gould  came  to  Amherst  from  Hadley  before  1760  and  Silas  Matthew  before 
«  772.  William  Rood  might  have  been  a  son  of  Benjamin  Rhodes.  Enos 
Dickinson  was  son  of  Nathan  who  came  to  Amherst  about  1742.  Aaron 
Earner.  Jr.,  was  son  of  Aaron  who  came  to  Amherst  between  1739  and 
'745;  Gideon  Dickinson,  Jr.,  of  Gideon  who  came  before  1763;  Joel 
liilhng,  of  John  who  came  before  1763;  Thomas  Hastings,  Jr.,  of  Thomas 
^^h')  came  before  1763.  Eli  Parker  came  from  Hadley  and  died  in  1829, 
^'A^d  93. 
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CHAPTER  ill. 


Founders  of  Amherst   Families. — Biographical  Sketches  of  the 
Early  Settlers. 

Among  the  eighteen  "east  inhabitants"  of  Hadley  in  1731  was 
Ebenezer  Dickinson,  the  founder  of  a  family  in  Amherst  which  lias  claimed 
more  numerous  descendants  and  exercised  a  greater  influence  over  town 
affairs  than  any  other.  Ebenezer  Dickinson  was  the  son  of  Nehemiah, 
who  died  in  Hadley  in  1 723  in  his  79th  year,  and  the  grandson  of  Nathaniel 
who  removed  from  Wethersheld  to  Hadley  in  1659,  being  one  of  the 
original  settlers,  Ebenezer  had  four  sons,  Crideon,  Ebenezer,  Reuben  and 
Joseph,  and  live  daughters.  Abigail,  Sarah,  Mary,  Jerusha  and  Experience. 
Gideon  married  in  1745  Hannah,  dau.  of  .Nathaniel  Edwards  of  Amherst; 
they  had  three  sons,  Gideon,  Elisha  and  Samuel,  and  five  daughters, 
Hannah,  Abigail,  Sarah,  Martha  and  Naomi.  Ebenezer-  Dickinson 
married  in  1734  Chloe  Holton  ;  they  had  five  sons,  Ebenezer,  Roswell, 
Luther,  Zimri  and  Joseph,  and  two  daughters,  Chloe  and  Experience. 
Reuben  commanded  a  company  from  Amherst  in  the  Revolutionary  war, 
and  after  the  war  removed  to  Thetford,  Vt.  His  children  were,  Reuben, 
Sarah,  Esther,  Ruth,  Josiah,  Solomon,  Elijah,  Josiah,  Rachel.  Joseph 
Dickinson  married  (  i)  Martha  daughter  of  Jonathan  Dickinson,  by  whom 
he  had  Joseph  and  Martha;  (3)  a  second  Martha  Dickinson,  by  whom  he 
had  a  son  Ira.  Abigail  Dickinson  married  in  1740  Samuel  Ingram,  by 
whom  she  had  tuo  children.  Lydia  and  Sarah.  Sarah  Dickinson  married 
in  1743  Asa  Adams.  Mary  Dickinson  married  in  1757  Noah  Dickinson, 
son  of  Jonathan,  by  whom  she  had  a  daughter  Mary.  Jerusha  Dickinson 
married  in  1763  David  Blodgett.  Experience  Dickinson  died  in  Hadley 
in  1770,  unmarried. 

Between  the  }ears  1739  and  1745  there  came  to  the  east  settlement 
Daniel.  Jolm  and  Moses  Dickinson  from  Hadley  and  Nathan  and  Jonathan 
Dickinson  from  Hatheld.  Daniel  Dickinson  married  in  1779  S)-bil, 
daughter  c>f  Jobiah  JJickinson  ;  their  children  were,  Sophia,  Henry,  Char- 
lotte, Samuel,  Sylvanus.  Klihu,  Lucy,  Daniel  and  ?'.dward.  John  Dickinson 
married  in  1741  Esther,  daughter  ()f  Nathaniel  Dickinson  of  Sunderland, 
by  whom  he  had  t!i:ee  sons,  Nathaniel,  Israel  and  Waitstill.  Moses 
Dickinson  mariied  'I'hankful.  daughter  of  Chileab  Snuth,  by  whom  he  had 
Hannah,  Moses,  Lois,  Aaron,  Mcdad,  Mercy,  Elijah,  l-'Ji  and  judah. 
Nathan  Dickinson  was  three  times  mariied.     B\-  his  tirst  wife.  Thankful 


•IT''' ah:  J 


'TO' 


^(t  '  l"1  H  ^'"} 


THE  DICKINSON  FAMILY. 


23 


Warner,  he  had  Nathan,  Ebenezer,  Irene  and  Enos ;  by  his  second  wife, 
Joanna  Leonard,  Azariah,  Elihu,  Shelah,  Thankful,  Lois,  Asa,  Levi,  Joanna  ; 
by  his  third  wife,  Judith  Hosmer,  Stephen  and  Judith.  Jonathan  Dickinson 
married  in  1745  Dorothy,  daughter  of  John  Stoughton,  of  Windsor,  Conn., 
by  whom  he  had  Lucy,  Dorothy,  Jonathan,  Joel,  Samuel,  Stoughton  and 
Daniel. 

Erom  1745  to  1763  five  more  Dickinsons  removed  to  the  east  settlement, 
Jonathan.  Azariah,  Nathaniel  and  Nehemiah  from  Shutesbury  and  David 
from  Hadley.  Jonathan  married  in  1 724  jNLary,  daughter  of  Nathaniel 
Smith  of  Hatfield,  and  had  children  Simeon.  Noah,  Jonathan,  ]^[ary  and 
>LTrtha.  Azariah  married  in  1747  Eunice,  daughter  of  John  Stoughton  of 
Windsor,  Conn.;  their  children  were  Eunice,  Hannah,  .Vzariah  and  Oliver. 

Nathaniel  was  twice  married  ;  by  his  first  wife,  Thankful   ,  he  had 

Mary,  Nathaniel,  Josiah,  Elijah,  Rachel,  Rebecca  and  Salome ;  his  second 
wife  was  Jemima  Wales  ;  by  her  he  had  no  children.  Nehemiah  married 
in  1749  Amy,  still  another  daughter  of  John  Stoughton,  and  by  her  had 
Nehemiah,  John  and  Simeon.  The  records  contain  no  mention  of  descend- 
ants of  David  Dickinson.  Bearing  in  mind  the  small  number  of  the  early 
settlers,  the  length  of  the  foregoing  list  gives  ample  reason  why  the  Dick- 
inson family  should  have  gained  great  prominence  in  the  community  from 
the  beginning.  . 

There  were  two  Smiths,  Aaron  and  Nathaniel,  among  the  east  inhabi- 
tants in  1731  ;  they  were  brothers,  and  sons  of  Ichabod  Smith  of  Hadley, 
and  grandsons  of  Philip,  one  of  the  original  settlers  of  Hadley,  whose 
death  was  ascribed  by  Cotton  Mather  to  witchcraft.  Aaron  was  married 
in  1724  to  Mehitable,  daughter  of  John  Ligram,  and  had  four  children, 
a  son  v.ho  died  young,  Jemima,  Philip  and  Aaron.  Nathaniel  Smith  was 
the  first  physician  in  Amherst,  where  he  died  July  21,  17S9,  aged  84.  He 
had  three  children,  Nathaniel,  Dorothy  and  Rebecca.  There  were  three 
Smiths  added  to  the  settlement  between  1731  and  1739.  Stephen  from 
Hatfield  and  Peletiah  and  ?vIoses  from  Hadley.  Stephen  v^-as  son  of  Jonathan 
and  grandson  of  Philip  ;  he  removed  from  Amherst  to  Sunderland  where 
he  died  in  1760;  his  children  were  Stephen,  Joel,  Titus  and  ^Llry. 
l'(  Ictiah  was  son  of  Samuel  and  grandson  of  Chileab.  He  married  in  1721 
•  \'»igail,  daughter  of  William  Wait;  their  children  were  Elizabeth.  Pelatiah, 
Ai)igail  and  Lucy.  Moses  was  brother  to  Aaron  and  Nathaniel  ;  he  married 
■'"'i  1732  Hannah,  daughter  of  Samuel  Childs  of  Deerfield  ;  their  children 
^'•^•re  Moses,  Simeon,  Hannah,  Catharine,  Azubah,  Elizabeth.  Amasa, 
>  inuiel,  Noadiah  and  01i\er.     Petween  1739  and   1745  five  Smiths  were 

idud  to  the  selllement.  Jonathan  and  Daniel  from  IPutield,  and  Peter, 
Phinehas  and  Da\ id  from  Hadley.  Jonathan  married  in  1722  Hannaii, 
daughter  of  lienoni  Wright  of  Hatfield,  and  iiad  chihlren  Jonatiian,  ^Lartin, 
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David,  Noah,  Hannah,  Abigail,  Rebecca  and  Jerusha.  Judd  says  "Daniel 
Smith  was  crazy;''  there  is  no  mention  of  him  or  his  descendants  in  early 
records.  Peter  was  the  son  of  Chileab"  and  the  grandson  of  Chileab' 
Smith,  who  was  in  Hadley  in  1673  ;  Peter  married  Amy  Bissell  of  Windsor. 
Conn,  and  had  children  Chileab  and  Elisha.  Phinehas  soon  removed  to 
Granby  and  David  returned  to  Hadley. 

From  1745  to  1763  nine  persons  bearing  the  name  of  Smith  were  added 
to  the  population,  Alexander,  Edward,  Peletiah,  Jr.,  Simeon,  Jonathan,  Jr.. 
David,  Noah,  Martin  and  Eleazar.  Of  these,  Peletiah,  Jr.,  was  son  of  Pele- 
tiah, Simeon  son  of  Moses,  and  Jonathan,  Jr.,  Noah  and  ]\Iartin  sons  of  Jona- 
than. \4^exander  and  Edward  were  sons  of  Joseph'',  and  grandsons 
of  Joseph'  Smith ^Avho" came  to  Hadley  from  Hartford  in  1680.  David 
was  son  of  Luke  and  grandson  of  Chileab.  Eleazar  was  son  of  "John-, 
grandson  of  John',  and  great-grandson  of  Philip,  one  of  the  original 
settlers  of  Hadley.  Alexander  married  in  1743  Rebecca  \Varnerof  West- 
field;  their  children  were  Nathaniel  Alexander,  Hannah,  Joseph,  Rebecca, 
Elias  and  Samuel.  Edward  married  Hamutal,  daughter  of  Benjamin 
Ellsworth  of  f>ast  \\'indsor.  Conn.;  they  had  children  Benjamin,  Timothy, 
Hewitt,  Tryphena,  Sarah,  Roxana  and  Lucy.  Peletiah,  Jr.  married  in  1755 
Rhoda  Morgan  ;  their  children  were  Reuben,  Rhoda,  Sarah,  Mary,  Aaron. 
Phinehas  and  Samuel.  Simeon  married  in  1763  Rachel,  daughter  of 
Nathaniel  Strong  of  Northampton;  their  children  were  Simeon,  Asa, 
Electa,  Rachel  and  Sylvanus.  Jonathan,  Jr.  married  in  1756  Rebecca, 
■daughter  of  Dr.  Nathaniel  Smith  ;  they  had  one  child,  Jerusha.  David 
resided  in  Amherst  but  a  few  years.  Noah  married  in  1766  INIary,  daughter 
of  Edward  Elmer;  their  children  were  Hannah,  Jonathan,  Reuben,  Noah, 
Andrew,  Polly,  Rebecca,  Sarah  and  Abigail.  Martin  married  in  1760 
Lucy,  daughter  of  Preserved  Clapp;  they  had  children  Levi,  Josiah, 
Solomon,  Jonathan,  Martin,  Stephen,  Wright  and  Phineas.  Eleazar  was 
twice  married,  first  to  Lydia  Thomas  of  Lebanon,  Conn.,  and  second  to 
Abigail,  daughter  of  Thomas  Hale  of  Longmeadow ;  his  children,  all  but 
the  last-named  by  his  first  wife,  were:  Lydia,  Lucina,  Eleaznr,  Ithamar, 
Sarah,  Ethan,  Achsah,  Justin  and  Seth. 

John  Cow  Is  and  Jonathan  Cowls  were  numbered  among  the  east  inhabi- 
tants in  1 73 1.  They  came  from  ELatlield,  were  brothers  and  sons  of 
Jonathan,  grandsons  of  John^  and  great-grandsons  of  John'  Cowls  who 
removed  from  Farmington,  Ct.  to  fiatfield  about  1664.    John  Cowls  married 

Mary  ,  and  had  children   Israel,  Abia,  John,  Martha  and  Marw 

Jonathan  Cowls  married  in  1732  Sarah  Gaylord  ;  their  children  were  Sarah, 
Oliver,  Jerusha,  Jonathan.  I  )avi(l,  Josiah,  l'".lcazar,  Reuben,  luios  and  Sinuon. 
Of  tiie  eight  sons  of  Jonathan,  five  married  and  had  large  families  of 
children. 
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Threeof  the  east  inhabitants  bore  the  name  of  Ingram,  John,  Sr.,  John, 
|r..  and  Ebenezer.  John  Ingram.  Sr.  was  the  son  of  John,  who  was  free- 
man in  Hadley  in  1683.  He  married  in  1689  Mehitable,  daughter  of  John 
|)ickinson;  their  children  were  Elizabeth,  John.  Ebenezer,  Hannah, 
Mehitable,  Rebecca,  Jonathan,  Experience  and  Elisha.  John  Ingram,  Jr. 
married  in  17  19  Lydia,  daughter  of  Samuel  Boltwood  :  their  children  were 
S.inuiel,  Sarah,  Philip,  John,  Reuben  and  Ebenezer.  Elisha,  Samuel, 
I'iiilip,  John  and  Reuben  remained  in  Amherst,  married  and  reared  large 
t.unilies. 

Ebenezer  Kellogg  was  one  of  the  east  inhabitants  in  1731.  He  was  son 
of  Xathaniel,  and  grandson  of  Joseph  who  removed  from  I^oston  to  Hadley 
as  early  as  1662.  He  was  a  captain  and  resided  successively  in  Hadley, 
Amherst,  New  Salem  and  Stow.  He  married  in  1716  Elizabeth,  widow  of 
i'hilip  Panthorn,  and  had  two  children,  Martin  and  Ebenezer.  Nathaniel 
Kellogg,  father  of  Ebenezer,  removed  to  the  new  settlement  about  1739. 
lie  married  in  1692  Sarah,  daughter  of  Samuel  Boltwood;  their  children 
were  Nathaniel,  Ebenezer,  Ezekiel,  Samuel,  Sarah.  Abigail,  Alary,  Ephraim 
and  P^xperience.  Ephraim,  son  of  Nathaniel  and  brother  of  Ebenezer, 
was  among  the  east  inhabitants  previous  to  1745;  he  married,  in  1741, 
Dorothy,  daughter  of  Samuel  Hawley ;  their  children  were  Ephraim, 
Martin,  Dorothy,  Abigail,  John,  Sarah  and  Joseph.  Daniel  and  Abraham 
Kellogg  came  to  the  settlement  between  the  years  1745  and  1763; 
they  were  sons  of  Nathaniel"  and  grandsons  of  Nathaniel'  Kellogg. 
Daniel  was  three  times  married,  first  in  1751  to  Esther,  daughter  of  John 
>r,iith  of  South  Hadley,  by  whom-  he  had  four  children,  Daniel.  Aaron, 
D.uid  and  Jonathan;  second  in  1758  to  Thankful,  widow  of  Joseph 
Hawley;  third  to  Sarah,  daughter  of  Josiah  Powers  of  Northampton. 
Abraham  was  married  in  1758  to  Sarah,  daughter  of  Jonathan  Cowls; 
Jiieir  children  were  Sybil,  Sarah,  Samuel  and  Abraham. 

Among  the  east  inhabitants  in  1731  was  Samuel  Boltwood.  He  was 
^'iu  of  Samuel  who  was  killed  at  Deertield  in  the  French  and  Indian  war 
J 7^4'  ^i">d  grandson  of  Robert  Boltwood  one  of  the  hrst  settlers  in 
Hadicy.  He  married  in  1703  Hannah,  daughter  of  Nathaniel  Alexander. 
1  heir  children  were  Hannah,  SanuunTlJjarah,'  iVTary,"" 'Martha,  Abigail  and 
j<  iniina.  Solomon  Boltwood,  brother  of  Samuel,  came  to  the  settlement 
before  1739.  He  married  Mary,  widow  of  John  Pantry,  Jr.  of  Hartford 
•nul  daughter  of  John  Norton  of  Farmington,  Conn.;  their  children  were 
Kuth.  Sarah,  W  illiam.  Solomon,  Kbcnezer  and  Mary. 

In  the  first  list  of  east  inhabitants  appears  the  name  of  Samuel 
Hawley.  He  was  son  of  Joseph  Hawley  of  Northampton  and  grandson 
I  liomas  Hawley  of  Roxbury.  He  settled  in  Hathcld  wlience  he  removed 
Ihc  east  settlement  in  Hadley.    Hemarriedin  1 70S  Mehitable,  daughter 
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of  Samuel  Belding ;  their  children  were  Lydia,  Samuel,  Joseph,  Moses. 
John,  Dorothy  and  Mary.  His  sons  Samuel,  Joseph  and  Moses,  remained 
in  the  east  settlement  where  they  married  and  raised  large  families. 

The  name  of  Nathaniel  Church  is  also  found  on  the  list  of  east 
inhabitants  in  1731.  He  was  probably  the  son  of  Samuel  Church  of 
Hadley.  He  married  in  1727  Rachel  McCranney  of  Springfield  by  whom 
he  had  these  children  :  Nathaniel,  William  Harrison,  Rachel,  Malachi. 
Jesse,  Eber,  Timothy,  Samuel,  Experience,  Ruth,  Mary,  David,  Jonathan  and 
Benjamin.  Samuel  Church,  brother  of  Nathaniel,  came  to  the  east  settle- 
ment between  1739  and  1745.  He  married  Margaret,  daughter  of  Samuel 
Smith  ;  their  children  were  Margaret,  Sarah,  Abigail,  Thankful,  Daniel, 
Eunice  and  Giles.  Another  brother,  Joseph,  came  to  the  settlement 
between  1745  and  1763.  He  married  in  1755  Abigail,  daughter  of  Jona- 
than Smith  ;  their  children  were  Samuel,  Abigail,  Joseph,  and  Sylvanus. 

Richard  Chauncey  was  one  of  the  east  inhabitants  in  1731.  He  was 
a  son  of  the  Rev.  Isaac  Chauncey  of  Stratford,  Conn.,  who  in  1696  was 
ordained  over  the  Hadley  church.  Richard  married  in  1729  Elizabeth, 
daughter  of  Jonathan  Smitli  of  Hatfield ;  their  children  were  Oliver, 
Elizabeth,  Eunice,  Jerusha,  Medad  and  Abigail.  Charles  Chauncey. 
brother  to  Richard,  came  to  the  new  settlement  before  1739.  He 
married  in  1740  Sarah  Ingram,  by  whom  he  had  children  Catharine, 
Dorothy  and  Isaac.  In  1746  he  married  Mary  Gaylord,  by  whom  he  had 
Eunice  and  David.  Josiah  Chauncey,  brother  to  Charles  and  Richard, 
came  to  the  east  settlement  between  1745  and  1763.  He  occupied  many 
important  offices  and  removed  about  1781  to  New  York  state.  His  children 
were  Elizabeth  iJ.,  Mary,  Sarah,  Josiah,  Isaac,  Moses,  and  Samuel. 

The  list  of  east  inhabitants  in  1731  contains  the  name  of  John  Nash, 
Jr.  He  was  the-son  of  John  and  grandson  of  Timothy  Nash  who  removed 
from  Hartford  to  Hadley  in  1663.  John  Nash  was  a  deacon  in  the  church 
and  died  about  177S.  He  married  in  17  16  Hannah  Ingram  ;  their  chil- 
dren were  Jonathan,  David,  Hannah  and  John.  His  three  sons  continued 
to  reside  in  the  new  settlement  where  they  married  and  raised  large 
families  of  children. 

Among  those  added  to  the  east  inhabitants  between  1731  and  1739 
were  Zechariah  Field,  Nathan  Moody  and  John  Morton. 

Zechariah  h'icld  was  the  son  of  John  of  Hatfield  and  grandson  of 
Zechariah  who  removed  from  Hartford  to  Northampton  in  1659.  Zecha- 
riah' was  married  in  1703  to  Sarah,  drugiiter  of  Dea.  John  Clark  of 
Northampton  ;  their  children  were  Ebenezer,  Rebecca,  Sarah,  Mary  and 
John. 

Nathan  Moody  was  the  son  of  Samuel'  and  grandson  of  Sanuiel' 
Moody.     He   married   in    1735   Abigail  Montague;  their  children  were 
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loiin,  Josiah  and  Abigail.  Jonathan,  brother  to  Nathan,  came  to  the  new 
>rulement  between  1739  ^745-  He  married  in  1730  Pkidget  Smith; 
their  children  were  Hiildah,  Jon'athan,  Asahel,  Lemuel,  Eldad,  ^ledadand 
Icrez. 

John  Morton  was  son  of  Joseph  of  Hatheld  and  grandson  of  Richard 
Morton  who  removed  from  Hartford  to  Hatfield  in  1670.  John  ]Morton 
tJiiirried  in  1730  Lydia,  daughter,  of  Samuel  Hawley;  their  children  were 
Ruth,  Rhoda,  Thomas,  Lydia,  John  and  Joseph. 

In  the  list  of  those  added  to  the  new  settlement  between  1739  and 
1745  are  found  the  following  names  :  Moses  and  Aaron  Warner,  Nathaniel 
C/icman,  Nehemiah  Strong,  Preserved  Clapp,  Westwood  Cook,  Jr.,  Joseph 
r.astman,  Jr.,  Eleazar  ^Lattoon  and  David  Parsons. 

Moses  and  Aaron  Warner  were  brothers,  sons  of  Jacob'',  grandsons 
•■<[  Jacob'  and  great-grandsons  or  Andrev;  Warner,  who  removed  from 
li.irtford  to  Hadley  in  1659,  being  among  the  tirst  settlers.  Moses  Warner 
V. .IS  married  in  173S  to  ^lnvy  Field  ;  their  children  w^ere  Mary  and  Moses. 
A.iron  Warner  was  a  blacksmith,  probably  the  first  in  Amherst.  His 
children  were  Maribee,  Ruth,  Aaron,  Lucy,  Noadiah,  Hannah,  David, 
b-nathan  and  Elisha.  Jacob  Warner,  brother  to  Closes  and  Aaron,  came 
I  J  the  settlement  between  1745  and  1763.  His  children  were  Wareham, 
!.ic<;'b,  Anna,  Abigail,  Esther,  Reuben  and  Sarah. 

Nathaniel  Coleman  was  son  of  Nathaniel,  grandson  of  John  and  great- 
..r.nulson  of  Thomas  Coleman  who  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  m  Hadley. 
N.ithaniel'  Coleman  married  in  1739  Mercy  Sniith ;  their  children  were 
>c:h.  Thankful,  Azubah  and  Enos. 

Nehemiah  Strong  w^as  son  of  Samuel  Strong  of   Northampton.  He 

twice  married,  (i)  to  Hannah  Edwards,  by  whom  he  hid  children 
Nc'ieiniah,  Mary  and   Simeon:  (2)  to   Catherine  Barrett  of  Sunderland. 

i'reserved  Cla]Dp  was  son  of  Preserved  C'lapp  of  Northampton.  He 
'li  'rricd  in  1730  Sarah,  daughter  of  Christopher  West  of  Guilford,  Conn.; 
••'•c.r  children  were  Preserved,  Sarah,  Lucy.  Irene,  Miriam,  Oliver,  Mary, 
1  '!):othy  and  William. 

U  cstwood  Cook  was  son  of  Westwood  and  grandson  of  Capt.  Aaron 
*  '^"k.  He  married  in  1723  Joanna,  daughter  of  Moses  Cook;  their  children 
••'^re  Jane. 'Moses,  Mary,  Joannah. 

.1  ).^eph  Eastman,  Jr.  was  son  of  Joseph"  and  grandson  of  Joseph' 
^-•-::i)an  who  removed  in  16S2  from  Salisbury  to  Hadley.  Joseph'' 
'  i^t-uiM  married  in  1746  Sarah  Ingram;  theh'  children  were  Sarah,  Kuth, 
'^•"^'•ph.  Ebjnezer,  John,  Mercy,  Lydia,  Miry,  Hannah  and  Tilton. 

l  -'c  i/Ccr  M.utoon  was  son  of  Philip  Mattoon  of  Springfield  and  reuKn  ed 
'■  '  '.le  new  settlement  from  Northtield  ;  his  children  were  Elizabeth, 
^-'•^•ne/er  and  Sarah. 
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Rev.  David  Parsons  was  son  of  Rev.  David  and  was  born  in  rvlalden. 
March  24,  1712  ;  he  was  graduated  from  Harvard  college  in  1729.  He 
married  Eunice,  daughter  of  Gideon  Wells  of  Wethersfield,  Conn,  Their 
•children  were  Eunice,  David,  Salome,  ]\Iary,  Gideon  and  Leonard. 

Among  the  names  of  those  added  to  the  east  settlement  between  1745 
.and  1763  are  found  the  following:  Thomas  Hastings,  Isaac  Goodale, 
Elijah  Baker,  Simeon  Pomeroy,  Jonathan  Edwards,  James  Merrick,  Simeon 
Clark,  Hezekiah  P3elding,  John  Billings  and  Gideon  Henderson. 

Thomas  Hastings  was  son  of  Thomas'"  and  grandson  of  Thomas' 
Hastings,  who  was  born  in  Watertown  .in  1652  and  afterwards  removed 
to  Hatfield.  Hiomas"''  Hastings  married  Mary,  daughter  of  Joseph  Belden 
of  Hatfield  ;  their  children  were  Esther,  Sarah,  Thomas,  Aaron,  Waitstill, 
Samuel,  Sybil,  Moses,  ^lary,  I^lisha,  Tabitha  and  Lucy. 

Isaac  Goodale  (or  Goodell)  was  born  about  1730;  he  was  twice 
married,  (i)  in  1753  to  Huldah,  daughter  of  Thomas  Burt  of  Northampton, 
by  whom  he  had  childred  Isaac,  Mercy,  Thomas,  David  and  Eleanor  ; 
(2)  in  1805  to  Prudence  Billings. 

Elijah  Baker  was  son  of  John  Baker  of  Northampton.  He  was  twice 
married,  (i)  in  1757  to  Rebecca,  daughter  of  Jonathan  Smith,  by  whom 
he  had  children  Elijah,  Hannah,  Enos,  Sarah  and  Martin  ;  by  his  second 
wife  he  had  a  daughter  Martha. 

Simeon  Pomeroy  was  son  of  Samuel  Pomeroy  of  Northampton  and 
'Was  born  in  1725.  He  married  in  1747  Abigail  Smith  ;  their  children  were 
Abigail,  Eunice,  Lucy,  Simeon,  Mary,  Jerusha,  David,  Mary,  Dorcas. 
Samuel  and  Moses. 

Jonathan  Edwards  was  son  of  Nathaniel  Edwards  of  Northampton 
and  was  born  in  1722.  He  married  in  1748  Rebecca,  daughter  of  Samuel 
.Smith  of  Sunderland  ;  their  children  were  Jonatiian,  Rebecca,  Nathaniel, 
Lydia,  Philip,  ]\Iary,  Sarah,  Hannah  and  ^Lirtha. 

James  Merrick  was  son  of  James  of  Monson  and  was  born  in  1 7 29. 
He  married  in  1754  Esther  Colton  of  Longmeadow ;  their  children  were 
Mary,  Lucy,  Sarah,  James,  Samuel,  Esther,  and  Aaron. 

Simeon  Clark  was  son  of  Increase  Clark  of  Northampton  and  was 
born  in  1720.  He  married  in  1749  Rebecca,  daughter  of  Nathaniel 
Strong;  their  children  were  lumice,  Simeon,  Levi,  Judah,  Lois,  Asahel, 
Justus,  Mary  and  Jerusha. 

Hezekiali  15clcling  was  son  of  Samuel,  grandson  of  Stepiien  and  great- 
grandson  of  Samuel  Belding  who  removed  from  W  ethersticld  to  Hatfield. 
Hezekiah  lielding  was  four  times  married,  (i)  in  1752  to  Mai}-,  daughter 
•of  Jonathan  I  )ickinson;  (2  )  to  Abigail,  daughUT  of  John  Na.sii  of  Hat- 
field; (3)    in    1767    to  -\L\rtha   Field   of   Sunderland;    (4)    in    1795  to 
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Martha,  daughter  of  Widow  Smith  of  Hadley.  His  children  were  Mary, 
l.li/.abeth.  Submit,  Hepzibah,  Abigail,  John.  Elihu  and  Martha, 

John  Billings  was  son  of  Richard",  grandson  of  Samuel  and  great- 
grandson  of  Richard'  Billings  who  removed  from  Hartford  to  Hatfield 
in  1 66 1.  John  Billings  was  twice  married,  (i)  to  Jerusha,  daughter  of 
|ohn  W'aite  of  Hatfield,  and  (2)  to  Sarah,  daughter  of  William  Mat- 
thews. His  children  were  Joel,  Hannah,  Lois,  Ursula,  John,  Moses,  Aaron, 
Icriisha,  David,  Martha,  Sarah  and  Ame. 

Gideon  Henderson  resided  in  Northampton  and  Sunderland  before 
n-nioving  to  the  east  settlement.  He  married  in  1740  Sarah  Baker;  their 
t  liildren  were  Sarah,  Gideon,  Mehitable,  Elizabeth,  Mary,  Timothy  and 
Susanna. 

I'hese  necessarily  brief  and  incomplete  biographical  sketches  of  the 
c.irly  settlers  in  the  limits  of  the  present  township  of  Amherst  contain  the 
ihirnes  of  most  of  those  who  were  prominent  in  the  early  history  of  the 
l^rccinct,  district  and  town,  and  many  as  well  that  have  descended  from 
^mcration  to  generation,  and  are  borne  by  their  lineal  descendants  to-day. 
I'hcy  explain  why  it  is  that  the  names  of  Dickinson  and  Smith  and  Cowls 
.i!k1  a  score  of  others  are  found  on  nearly  every  page  of  the  old  precinct 
records,  and  occupy  so  prominent  a  place  in  assessors'  lists  and  muster- 
rolls,  and  later  on  in  town  directories.  Many  of  these  names  may  be — 
N'»!ne  have  been — traced  back  to  the  earliest  settlements  in  Massachusetts, 
and  further  back,  across  the  Atlantic,  to  their  original  homes  in  England.. 


CHAPTER  IV. 


il"KiAL  Ground  for  East  Inhabitants. — Occupations. — Wild  Animals. 

Hadley  Votes  Concerning  East  Lnhabitants. — Third  Pre- 
cinct Set  Off. 

'I'lie  first  minute  in  the  town  records  of  Hadley  in  relation  to  the  east 
inhabitants  is  a  rather  gruesome  one,  relating  as  it  does  to  the  laying  out 
a  burial  ground  for  their  use.     It  is  found  under  date  of  Jan.  5,  1730, 
reuls  as  follows  : 

X'ot'.-d  that  the  East  Inhabitants  have  kiberty  Granted  them  for  a  Burying 
i  "Ut  tltt.-re  In  .some  Convenient  pl.ice  and  made  choice  of  John  Ini;rani  Samuel 
'  "'i\s')(.(l  and  jdhn  Nash  Jun.  to  view  and  lay  out  about  an  acre  of  Land  for  said 
'  in  a  Convenient  })lace  and  form  and  make  return  thereof  at  next  Marclv 
ni-ctin-.*' 
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The  committee  was  prompt  to  accomplish  its  work,  as  is  found  on  tlic 
records  under  date  of  ^larch  2,  1730: 

"The  Comity  in  Jan.  Meeting  abovesaid  made  Return  as  follows:  They  have 
laid  out  the  Burying  place '  fifteen  rod  joyning  on  Nath' Church's  Lot  west,  and 
twelve  rod  East  in  the  highway,  being  about  an  acre  and  twenty  rod  of  ground:  15 
rod  in  length  12  in  Bredth.*' 

The  principal  occupation  of  the  early  inhabitants  of  the  east  settle- 
ment at  Hadley  was  farming;  they  tilled  the  soil  as  their  fathers  and 
grandfathers  had  done  before  them.  Much  of  the  land  in  the  first  and 
second  divisions  was  of  excellent  quality,  rewarding  their  labors  v;ith 
abundant  crops.  The  leading  products  were  Indian  corn,  wheat,  rye,  barley 
and  peas.  The  grain  was  ground  at  a  mill  located  on  what  was  known  a> 
the  Mill  river,  which  marked  the  northern  boundary  of  the  first  division: 
the  flour  was  bolted  by  hand.  Much  of  the  land  was  free  from  timber  and 
only  required  plowing  to  fit  it  for  planting  the  seed.  The  Indians  had  a 
custom  of  burning  the  grass  and  leaves  in  November  of  each  year,  to 
render  hunting  easier  and  to  make  the  grass  grow ;  this  custom  was  gen- 
erally adopted  by  the  ^vhites.  These  burnings  v;ere  continued  in  some 
places  as  late  as  1750. .but  a  lav;  was  passed  in  1743  to  restrict  these  fires. 
Good  timber  v;as  far  from  abundant  and  at  an  early  date  restrictions  were 
made  upon  cutting  and  using  it.  Horses,  cattle,  sheep  and  hogs  wevt 
pastured  in  the  woods;  cov.'s  were  under  a^  keeper,  but  young  cattle  roamed 
without  restraint  and  were  often  allowed  to  remain  in  the  woods  until 
winter.  Town  rates,  ministers'  rates  and  private  debts  were  mostly  paid 
"in  grain,  the  price  of  which  was  fixed  at  a  certain  sum  in  money. 

A  few  of  the  early  settlers  combined  some  other  occupation  with  that 
of  farming;  Nathaniel  Smith,  who  was  among  the  first  of  the  east  inhabi- 
tants, was  a  doctor,  the  first  to  practice  his  profession  in  the  new  settle- 
ment. Aaron  Warner,  also  one  of  the  first  settlers,  was  a  blacksmith  and 
practiced  his  trade  in  1741.  Ebenezer  Kellogg  kept  an  inn  from  1734  to 
1737,  and  was  also  engaged  in  trade.  Many  of  the  farmers  could  turn 
their  hands  to  carpentering  or  rough  mason- uork,  and  their  wives  and 
daughters  spun  fiax  and  carded  wool  and  wove  the  cloth  that  was  fashioned 
into  garments  not  always  shapely  but  comfortable.  "  Candlewood  "  and 
tallow-dips  provided  light  of  an  evening,  but  the  latter  were  esteemed  a 
luxury  only  to  be  indulged  in  on  state  occasions.  Beef,  pork  and  corn- 
meal  were  staple  articles  of  diet,  with  shad  and  salmon  in  their  season. 
The  Connecticut  ri\'er  was  formerly  very  prolific  in  shad,  but  the  fish  was 
little  esteemed.  Wildcats  and  bears  were  also  numerous  ;  blackbirds  and 
crows  were  such  a  nuisance  to  the  f<irmers  that  bounties  were  offered  for 
their  destruction.  Deer  and  turkeys  were  nunK'rous  and  were  hunted 
both  by  the  Indians  and  the  whites. 
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In  Amherst  records  under  date  of  1767  is  found  the  name  "  U'olf pit 
.rook,"  showing  that  wolves  were  former!}'  caught  in  pits  here,  as  in  other 

!.\v  t'S.  That  they  were  numerous  and  caused  havoc  among  sheep  is  proved 
.V  the  bounties  offered  both  by  to\Vns  and  by  the  state  for  their  destruction. 
!v.  o  wolves  were  killed  in  Amherst  in  1765  and  the  following  application 

■  r  the  state  bounty  is  found  in  the  archives  at  Boston  : 

••  Mr.  Treasurer — This  is  to  certif}-,  that  there  has  been  paid  out  of  the  Town 
■:  Amherst  for  one  grown  wolf  killed  on  &  near  this  District  since  the  ist 
i  '.iy  of  March  last,  and  the  head  thereof  brought  unto  one  of  our  constables, 
i-.A  the  ears  thereof  cut  off  in  the  Presence  of  some  of  ourselves,  as  the  Law 
1  rccts.  and  so  certified  unto  us,  in  the  whole  the  sum  of  two  pounds,  which  sum  we 
■.-sire  you  to  allow  to  our  District,  by  paying  the  same  unto  Simeon  Strong-,  our 
I^';>trict  Treasurer.  Dated  in  Amherst  aforesaid,  the  Seventh  Day  of  May  Anno 
I  'om.  1765. 

John  Billings  j 
SiMEOx  Clark       [  Selectmen 
Moses  Dickinson  ) 

In  17S7  Amherst  paid  Isaac  Hubbard  £6  for  killinga  wolf.  In  1805 
I  AO  wolves  ranged  for  some  time  from  the  northern  part  of  Amherst  and 
il.idley  to  the  northern  part  of  ^Montague,  and  killed  many  sheep.  ^len 
'■:<']\\  three  or  four  towns  turned  out  after  a  light  snow  and  surrounded  and 
ki'.icd  them. 

A  glance  at  the  plan  of  Amherst  in  1770  shows  that  the  inhabitants 
v.ere  about  evenly  divided  between  the  east  and  west  highways.  There 
'••'as  no  one  living  on  the  main  highway  crossing  the  second  division,  and 
'"'Ut  three  on  the  highway  that  crossed  the  same  division  further  south, 
i'iicre  was  an  extensive  settlement  at  the  north  end,  and  another  at  the 
^  'ulh  end  near  the  Bay  road.  The  centre  of  population  was  probably  not 
Mr  from  where  the  first  meeting-house  had  been  erected,  on  College  hill. 

The  east  inhabitants  having  been  provided  with  a  burying  place,  we 
':nd  no  further  mention  of  them  in  Hadley  town  records  until  1731,  when 
'ladt-r  date  of  Jan.  3  the  following  appears: 

"  \*oted    That  the  East  Inhabitants  that  are  at  the  charge  of  hireing  a  min- 
••^'-•r  tlieir  shall  be  abated  their  fifth  part  of  the  120  pound  Salary  above  mentioni;d 
the  Rev'^  M^  Chauncey.*' 

And  again  under  date  of  March  5,  1733  : 

"Voted  and  Granted  that  when  Ever  there  be  occasion  and  opportunity  to 
*«-ttle  a  good  orthodox  minister  amon;^  our  East  Inhabitants,  that  the  then  East 
Ii''!^.a!)itants  of  our  Town  shall  have  and  it  is  hereby  (^^ranted  unto  theiu  to  have 
tne  fe^>  property  and  disposition  of  the  two  Lots  of  Land  in  the  Second  and  third 
<'i\iNion  of  out  Lands  known  by  the  name  of  I'own  Land  or  LotstoGivo.  Grant  t)r 
I^i>po.se  of  as  they  s'.iali  think  I'est  in  order  to  tiic  Settleing  a  good  orthodox 
"•mister  among  them." 


32 


HISTORY  OF  THE  TOWN    OF  AMHERST,  MASS. 


Again  under  date  of  August  27,  1733  : 

"Voted  That  our  East  Inhabitants  may  have  Liberty  to  hire  a  minister 
Preach  amons^  them  six  months  this  year  and  that  if  they  so  do  they  shal! 
abated  one  half  of  their  rate  to  our  minister:  and  so  in  Proportion  for  the  ti 
they  Hire  not  Exceeding  six  months.'' 

It  would  thus  appear  that  the  east  inhabitants  had  hired  a  minis- 
previous  to  1 73 1,  but  who  this  minister  was  there  is  nothing  in  the  recor>, 
to  show.    The  inhabitants  of  Hadley  first  precinct  were  willing  that  l 
new  settlers  should  hire  a  minister,  but  at  the  same  time  desired  that  th-. 
should  continue  to  contribute  to  the  support  of  Rev.  Mr.  Chauncey.  Thi- 
.  naturally,  was  little  to  the  liking  of  the  east  inhabitants,  who  found  tht-; 
selves  subjected  to  two  ministerial  rates.    There  was  but  one  means  i 
which  this  injustice  could  be  remedied ;  that  was  by  forming  a  separa: 
precinct,  and  in  June,  1734.  John  Ingram  and  others  signed  a  petitic: 
which  was  presented  to  the  General  Court,  praying  that  such  a  precini 
might  be  set  off.    In  the  General  Court  Records  under  date  of  June  t 
1734,  the  following  appears  : 

''A  Petition  of  John  Ingram  and  a  Great  Number  of  other  Inhabitants  of  : 
Tract  of  Land  lying  in  and  near  the  Township  of  Hadley  Bounded  Easterly  v: 
the  East  bounds  of  said  Town  Northerly  on  Sunderland  Southerly  on  'Slow:. 
Holyoke  &  Westerly  from  the  east  bounds  of  Hadley  about  two  miles  and  thrc 
Quarters  Showing  their  distance  from  the  place  of  Publick  Worship  in  said  To'a  : 
and  theirAdvantageous  Situation  for  their  being  made  a  precinct  and  therefor 
praying  that  they  be  constituted  a  separate  precinct  accordingly — 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  Read  &  Ordered  That  the  Pef'  serve  ti/ 
first  precinct  in  Hadley  with  a  Copy  of  the  Petition  that  they  shew  cause  if  a:v 
they  have  on  the  first  Thursday  of  the  next  Sitting  of  the  Court  why  the  pray^ 
thereof  should  not  be  Granted. 

In  Council  Read  Concurred." 

The  Hadley  records  under  date  of  June  26,  1734,  contain  tli' 
following  entry  : 

"At  a  Legal  meeting  of  the  P^irst  Precinct  Voted  Dea  Eastman  Moderator 
said  meeting  it  being  put  to  vote  whether  we  are  willing  to  set  ol^  our  East  Inhal 
itants  a  separate  Precinct  and  it  past  in  the  negative. 

Voted  that  they  will  make  answer  to  the  Petition  to  the  General  Court  t' 
shew  the  unreasonableness  thereof.  \'oted  Elez""  Porter  Capt.  Smith  Leut  Mix--^ 
Cook  Dea  I'^astman  and  Job  Marsh  a  Committee  to  draw  up  something  in  order  t' 
send  to  the  (General  Court  against  said  Petition  and  left  to  their  discretion  to  sea' 
a  man  down  if  they  think  Pest  to  manage  that  Business  to  the  General  Court  .1 
the  Town's  Charge.'' 

The  "something  "  drawn  up  by  tliis  committee  was  carried  to  Bost*'! 
by  Capt.  Luke  Smith  and  proxed  such  an  effective  argiunent  that  ili"- 
petition  was  not  granted  at  the  time.     A  later  mituile  in  the  records  sho\\ 
that : 


HADLEY  THIRD   PRECINXT  SET  OFF, 


33 


"Ebenezer  Kellogg,  John  Wells,  Nath^  Church,  Peletiah  Smith  and  Nath 
Smith  do  enter  their  Decent  against  paying  of  Capt.  Smith  for  going  to  Boston 
upon  the  Town  Business  Respecting  a  Petition  of  the  East  Inhabitants." 

December  lo,  1734,  a  second  petition  headed  by  Zechariah  Field  and 
signed  by  the  east  inhabitants,  praying  that  they  might  be  set  off  a  separate 
precinct,  was  presented  to  the  General  Court.  This  petition  is  missing 
from  the  state  archives.  In  the  General  Court  Records  under  date  of 
December,  1734,  is  found  the  following  : 

"On  the  petition  of  Zechariah  Field  and  others  of  the  town  of  Hadley  praying 
as  entered  the  loth  Currant. — 

Ordered  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  Granted,  and  the  Lands  hereafter 
bounded  and  Described  with  the  Inhabitants  thereon  be  and  hereby  are  Erected 
into  a  Seperate  and  Destinct  Precinct  Accordingly  ;  The  precinct  being  of  the 
Contents  of  ten  miles  and  three  Quarters  in  bredth  and  Seven  miles  in  length ; 
Bounded  westerly  on  a  Tract  of  Land  Reserved  by  the  Town  of  Hadley  to  ly  as 
Comon  forever,  Southerly  on  Boston  Road,  Easterly  on  the  Equivalent  Lands  and 
northerly  on  the  Town  of  Sunderland  And  the  petif'  and  Inhabitants  of  the  said 
I'recint  are  hereby  obliged  and  Enjoyned  within  three  years  to  Build  a  Convenient 
House  for  the  Publick  worship  of  God,  Settle  a  Learned  orthodox  Minister  among- 
them  (one  of  Good  Conversation)  &  provide  for  his  handsome  &  honorable  Support ; 
and  the  better  to  Enable  them  to  proceed  herein.  It  is  hereby  further  Ordered 
liiat  the  Lands  Lying  and  being  within  the  said  Precinct  belonging  to  Non  Resi- 
dent proprietors  (not  belonging  to  the  old  Precinct  in  Hadley)  be  and  hereby  are 
subjected  to  a  Tax  of  two  pence  per  acre — for  the  Space  of  Six  years  next  coming 
to  be  applied  for  the  Support  of  the  ministry  there." 

The  lands  comprised  within  the  present  limits  of  the  township  of 
South  Hadley  were  set  off  as  the  second  or  south  precinct  of  Hadley  in 
1732  ;  the  new  precinct,  or  what  is  now  Amherst,  thus  became  by  the  act 
of  separation  "  Hadley  Third  Precinct."  It  had  previously  been  known 
as  ''New  Swamp,"  Foote's  Folly  Swamp,"  "Hadley  Farms,"  "Fast 
larms,"  "  Hadley  Outer  Commons  "  and  "East  Hadley."  The  warrant 
for  the  first  meeting  in  the  new  Precinct  was  signed  by  Eleazar  Porter, 
justice  of  the  peace,  and  was  dated  Sept.  22,  1735.  It  was  served  by 
Fbene.zer  Kellogg  and  the  meeting  was  held  Oct.  8.  At  that  time  it  was 
the  custom  to  hold  two  town  meetings  annually,  one  in  January  when 
'ordinary  business  was  transacted,  and  one  in  March  when  officers  were 
elected  for  the  ensuing  year.  Previous  to  1735,  and  for  many  years  there- 
after, the  year  was  considered  to  end  March  25  instead  of  Jan.  i,  and  tiiis 
fias  frequently  caused  a  confusion  of  dates  in  copying  and  cpioting  from 
ancient  records.  Thus  January,  February  and  March  up  to  the  25th  were 
ac  counted  a  part  of  and  dated  as  the  preceding  year.  The  Third  Precinct 
■adopted  the  custom  of  the  town  in  holding  its  regular  meetings  in  January 
i^iul  NLarch,  and  also  introduced  a  custom  of  holding  special  meetings  wiiicli 
has  continued  up  to  the  present  time.  Samuel  Hawley  was  chosen  moder- 
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ator  of  the  first  meeting,  and  together  with  John  Ingram  and  Samia-. 
Boltwood  was  chosen  a  member  of  the  committee  to  call  precinct  meetings 


CHAPTER  V. 


David  Parsons,  the  First  Minister. — Organization  of  the  FiR>i 
Church. — Mr.  Parsons'  Salary  and  Firewood. — The  FiR>i 
Meeting-House. 

One  of  the  conditions  imposed  by  the  General  Court  in  setting  off  the 
new  precinct  was  the  building  within  three  years  of  a  "  Convenient  House 
for  the  Publick  worship  of  God,"  another  the -settling  of  a  Learnuii 
orthodox  Minister  among  them  "  and  providing  "  for  his  handsome  aiiti 
honorable  Support."  To  fulhlling  these  conditions  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Third  Precinct  addressed  themselves  at  their  first  public  meeting,  appoiiu- 
ing  a  committee  to  have  charge  of  building  the  meeting-house  and  votinu 
to  hire  a  minister  half  a  year.  This  committee  engaged  the  services  of 
Rev.  David  Parsons,  Jr.,  who  began  preaching  in  the  Third  Precinci  'n 
November,  1735.  Mr.  Parsons  was  son  of  Rev.  David  Parsons  who  \\..> 
settled  in  the  ministry  at  Maiden  and  afterwards  at  Leicester,  and  grand- 
son of  Joseph  Parsons,  Esq.  of  Northampton.  He  was  born  in  ]M alder- 
March  24,  17  12,  and  was  graduated  from  Harvard  college  in  the  class  ot 
1729.  He  married  Eunice,  daughter  of  Gideon  Wells  of  Wethersfu'Kl. 
Conn.  Three  years  after  graduation  he  took  the  degree  of  A.  M.  ai 
Harvard,  the  theme  of  his  thesis  on  that  occasion  being  "  Whether  all  il^-^" 
Sacred  writings  are  contained  in  the  books  of  the  Old  and  New  Toia- 
ment,"  which  he  answered  in  the  affirmative.  He  was  described  by  a 
lifelong  friend  as  a  man  of  strong  intellectual  powers,  with  a  penetrating 
eye,  giving  token  of  that  shrewd  and  judicial  mind  which  made  his  coun>t'. 
valued  ;  retaining  his  classical  learning  beyond  most  men  of  his  age.  but 
with  '  divinity  '  as  his  favorite  study  :  a  doctrinal  preacher,  reverent  in 
manner,  devout  in  temper  and  fervent  in  prayer.  His  sermons  \Ne'\- 
scholarly  and  orthodox  to  a  degree.'"  Judd  says  in  his  history  of  Hadlc}. 
"April  26,  1761,  Mr.  Parsons  of  Amherst  preached  at  Hadley  a  spr.ni; 
sermon,  from  the  beautiful  descri])tion  of  spring  in  Solomon's  Songs  n  ■ 
10 — 13."  And  again  :  '"Mr.  I'arsons  of  Amiierst  j^reat  hcd  a  sacranier.- 
tal  sermon  at  Hadley,  March3i,  1751.,  from  Cant,  i  :   12."     At  a  meetinu' 
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held  March  lo,  1735,  the  precinct  voted  to  raise  fifteen  pounds  of  money 
to  be  paid  towards  the  minister's  rate.  At  a  meeting  held  Sept.  16,  1736, 
it  was  again  voted  to  hire  a  minister  six  months.  The  earliest  pages  of 
the  old  Precinct  and  District  records,  which  up  to  1782  were  the  parish 
records  as  well,  and  which  are  copied  in  the  last  part  of  this  volume,  are 
largely  given  up  to  votes  concerning  the  Rev.  David  Parsons,  his  salary, 
his  settlement  and  his  firewood,  and  to  votes  concerning  the  building  and 
seating  "  of  the  meeting-house.  At  the  risk  of  some  lepetition.  it  is 
thought  best  to  present  here  in  connected  form  the  doings  of  the  early 
inhabitants  of  the  Third  Precinct  in  regard  to  their  first  minister  and  their 
first  meeting-house. 

In  April,  1737,  the  Precinct  voted  to  give  David  Parsons,  Jr.  a  call  to 
Settle  in  the  ministry  ;  the  salary  was  to  be  ^So  the  first  year  and  to 
be  added  yearly  until  the  sum  amounted  to  i^ioo.  It  was  also  voted  to 
build  him  a  house.  40  feet  in  length,  21  feet  in  breadth  and  two  stories 
high,  and  to  give  him  the  two  lots  of  land  granted  by  the  town  of  Hadley 
in  1733.  In  July  of  the  same  year  it  was  voted  to  try  to  get  more  lands 
for  his  settlement.  In  September  it  was  voted  to  give  him  ;^i2o  pounds 
salary.  These  inducements  evidently  were  not  sufficient,  for  in  November 
it  was  voted  to  hire  a  minister  for  five  months  and  to  give  him  40  shillings 
a  Sabbath.  Mr.  Parsons  preached  in  Southampton  in  1737  and  1738, 
but  that  he  also  preached  in  the  Third  Precinct  is  shown  by  bills  that  were 
allowed  at  the  Precinct  meeting  March  16,  1738,  including  one  from  John 
(iowls  of  five  shillings  for  keeping  Mr.  Parsons'  horse,  and  eight  shillings 
to  Jonathan  Cowls  for  keeping  'Mr.  Parsons  upon  the  Sabbath.  December 
^5'  173S,  it  was  voted  to  raise  ^100  for  Mr.  David  Parsons  for  preaching 
the  year  past.  Under  the  same  date  is  found  the  first  vote  in  relation  to 
Mr.  Parsons'  firewood,  which  afterwards  proved  such  an  important  item  in 
the  allowance  for  his  support.  July  12,  1739,  the  inhabitants  of  the 
I'recinct  extended  still  another  offer  to  Mr.  Parsons  to  settle  there  in  the 
niinistry.  They  voted  to  give  him  the  two  lots  of  land  granted  by  the 
town  of  Hadley  and  ^^175  of  money  towards  building  his  house.  In  Sep- 
tember of  the  same  year  they  voted  as  his  salary  £100  the  first  year  and 
agreed  to  make  yearly  additions  until  the  salar}' amounted  to  /"i 60.  Sept. 

^739'  Mr.  J^irsons  accepted  the  call  and  Nov.  7,  1739,  as  is  learned 
from  the  old  record  book,  he  was  "  ordained  Pastor  of  the  Church  of 
Christ  in  Iladley  'I'ifird  J'recinct,  which  was  gathered  on  that  Day  .S:  con- 
sisted of  the  Persons  hereafter  mentioned." 

Tile  persons  who  thus  united  to  form  the  first  church  in  Hadley  Third 
I'recinct  were  : 
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David  Parsons,  pastor, 
Samuel  Hawley, 
Pelatiah  Smith, 
Aaron  Smith, 
Nathaniel  Smith, 


Nathaniel  Kellogg, 
Eleazer  Mattoon, 
Ebenezer  Dickinson, 
.  Ebenezer  Kellogg, 
Joseph  Clary, 
Richard  Chauncey. 


John  Ingram. 
John  Nash. 
John  Cowls. 
Jonathan  Smith, 
Jonathan  Cowls, 


These  names  include  those  of  ten  of  the  iS  men  who  were  numbered 
among  the  east  inhabitants  in  1731.  Of  the  other  eight,  four  died  previous 
to  1739  and  two  had  removed.  Stephen  Smith  and  Nathaniel  Church  were 
residents  of  the  Precinct  in  1739  but  their  names  do  not  appear  on  the 
church  roll.  To  these  original  members  of  the  church  there  were  added 
Jan.  I,  1740,  "bv  recommendation  from  other  churches 


the  following 


David  Smith. 
Hannah  Smith, 
Sarah  Cowls, 
Martha  Boltwood, 
Mehetabel  Ingram, 
Abigail  Field, 
Hannah  Nash, 
Elizabeth  Smith, 
Ruth  Boltwood, 


Mehetabel  liawley, 
Mary  Cowls, 
Wid.  Hannah  Boltwood, 
Wid.  Lydia  Ingram, 
Sarah  Clary, 
Rebecca  Hawley,  ■ 
Sarah  Kellogg, 
Sarah  Dickinson, 
Mary  Boltwood, 
Abiscail  Moodv. 


Wid.  Abigail  Smith, 
Elizabeth  Mattoon, 
Sarah  Hawley, 
Elizabeth  Kellogg, 
Wid..  Sarah  Field, 
Mehetabel  Smith, 
Abigail  Smith, 
Elizabeth  Chauncey, 
Hannah  Murray, 


Of  these  28  persons  all  but  one  were  females  and  were  the  mothers, 
wives  and  daughters  of  the  original  members.  Of  the  sixteen  original 
members  all  but  one,  the  minister,  were  house-holders,  married  and  had 
children.  Of  the  women  who  united  with  the  church  there  were  six  whose 
husbands  were  not  members.  The  whole  nun:>ber  of  families  represented 
in  the  church  by  either  husband  or  wife  was  24,  the  whole  number  in  the 
settlement  39.  Four  days  after  the  church  was  organized  the  pastor  bap- 
tized Jonathan, -the  son  of  Jonathan  and  Sarah  Cowls,  and  in  less  than  a 
month  he  baptized  three  more  children.  During  the  first  pastorate  there 
were  583  baptisms,  nearly  all  of  children.  Two  of  tlie  females  who  united 
with  the  church  were  young  and  unmarried.  Elizabeth  Sniith  and  Ruth 
Fjoltwood.  The  sons  and  daughters  of  the  families  first  represented  in  the 
church  numbered  in  all  over  190,  not  all  living  at  one  time,  but  there  was 
no  lack  of  a  youthful  element  in  parish  or  congregation. 

The  salary  voted  to  Mr.  Parsons  at  the  time  of  his  settlement  was 
;^ioo  for  the  first  year,  with  an  annual  increase  until  the  sum  should 
amount  to  £iGo.  This  was  to  be  paid  in  '*  Province  P.illsof  ye  old  Tenour 
or  one-third  so  much  of  ye  New,"  until  the  year  1741.  Province  bills  were 
first  issued  in  Massachusetts  in  1702.  to  supj^ly  a  lack  of  circulating 
medium.  As  these  bills  increased  in  number  their  value  suffered  a  corre- 
sponding decrease.     In  May,  1736,  a  new  issue  of  bills  was  made,  which 
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was  ordered  to  be  equal  to  coined  silver  at  6s.  8d.  per  ounce,  or  three 
times  as  much  as  the  old.  Thereafter  the  first  issues  were  known  as  "  old 
tenor  "  and  the  later  one  as  new  tenor  "  or  "  lawful  money.''  In  Novem- 
ber, 1741,  there  was  still  another  issue,  of  which  one  pound  was  to  be 
equal  in  value  to  four  pounds  of  ''old  tenor."  This  latest  issue  then 
became  "  new  tenor  "  and  that  of  1736  was  referred  to  as  "  middle  tenor." 
The  precinct  further  agreed  that  after  174-1  it  would  pay  Mr.  Parsons' 
salary  in  money,  "if  any  be  passing"  or  in  some  commodity  equivalent  to 
"money  on  the  footing  money  now  stands."  The  salary  was  to  be  paid 
annually  in  the  month  of  March.  This  salary  was  to  be  raised  by  a  rate 
upon  polls  and  estates;  these  as  they  were  recorded  in  the  year  173S  were 
as  follows:  Polls  35,  each  valued  at  £1,  5s.  6d.;  estates  ^iioi,  los.  6d.; 
the  rate  was  made  at  one  shilling  on  the  pound.  In  1746  it  was  voted  to 
allow  Mr.  Parsons  35  shillings  the  ounce  for  his  salary  ;  in  1750  this  had 
arisen  to  ^^3  the  ounce.  In  1754  and  1755  the  district  added  each  year 
to  Mr.  Parsons'  salary  ;C9-^  10s.  "old  tenor,"  and  in  1756  ;C^3^  Sd. 
"new  tenor."  In  1757  the  addition  was  £1^  "lawful  money."  In  1759, 
1760  and  1761  the  entire  salary  was  for  each  year  .;^66,  13s.  4d.  "lawful 
money."  In  1762  and  1763  the  sum  of  £So  lawful  money  was  voted. 
In  1764  a  committee  was  appointed  to  consult  with  Mr.  Parsons  in  regard 
to  his  salary,  and  he  suggested  the  sum  of  £So  lawful  money  with  firewood, 
or  6s.  8d.  without  firewood.    The  latter  proposition  was  accepted. 

This  salary  was  to  be  paid  in  money,  or  should  that  be  scarce,  in  grain  and 
other  necessaries  of  life. 

Judd  says  in  his  Iladley  history  :  "  I  never  found  in  any  records  a 
minister  who  consumed  so  much  wood  as  Mr.  Parsons."  In  173S  it  was 
voted:  "yt  Each  head  il*  teame  be  Improved  to  get  firewood  for  ^h. 
Parsons."  In  1742,  60  loads  were  provided,  each  load  containing  probably 
from  two-thirds  to  three-fourths  of  a  cord;  in  1743,  Mr.  Parsons  received 
70  loads  of  wood,  in  1744,  80,  in  1749,  90  and  in  1751,  100  "good"  loads. 
I'or  a  long  time  the  value  of  wood  was  only  the  expense  of  cutting  and 
drawing  it;  in  1742  it  was  valued  at  eight  shillings  the  load  old  tenor,  in 
1750,  three  shillings  per  load  new  tenor,  in  1763,  18  sliillings  old  tenor.  In 
1745  the  precinct  voted  /"40  old  tenor  for  providing  the  wood,  in  1747  it 
paid  JJea.  Ebenezer  Dickinson  £7^6  for  furnishing  it.  In  1749,  ^122,  los. 
was  appropriated  and  in  1750  ^713.  los.  "  lawful  money.''  After  1764  Mr. 
I'arsons  provided  his  own  firewood  as  per  agreement.  The  early  settlers 
•iiade  use  of  oak,  wahiut  and  other  hard  woods  as  firewood  ;  pine,  chest- 
nut and  other  soft  woods  were  not  generally  used  until  a  comparatively 
recent  period.  The  old  fashioned  fireplaces  of  generous  proportions  with 
tlie  strong  draught  furnished  by  the  great  stone  chimneys  were  great  con- 
sumers of  fuel. 
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At  the  first  meeting  of  the  Third  Precinct  it  was  voted  to  build  a 
meeting-house  and  to  set  it  on  the  hill  east  of  John  Nash's  house  ;  a  com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  see  to  the  building.  November  25  of  the  same 
year  it  was  voted  to  set  the  meeting-house  near  the  "  Hartling  Stake  ;"' 
Dec.  25  it  was  voted  to  set  it  upon  the  east  end  of  Noah  Smith's  lot,  and 
Nov.  14,  1 7 38  the  former  votes  were  revoked  and  the  original  location,  on 
the  hill  east  of  John  Nash's  house,  was  decided  on.  The  house  was  to  be 
45  feet  in  length,  35  in  breadth,  to  be  covered  with  ''quarter-boards"  of 
spruce  and  roofed  with  spruce  shingles  "  with  out  sap."  March  22,  1737, 
it  was  voted  to  frame,  raise  and  cover  the  meeting-house  that  year.  Dec. 
15,  1738,  it  was  voted  to  raise  ^,'19  for  framing  the  meeting-house  and  ^'3, 
17s,  were  voted  to  Ebenezer  Kellogg  for  rum  and  sugar  which  were  prob- 
ably important  factors  at.  this  as  at  all  old-time  ''raisings."'  The  house 
was  built  upon  th^  hill  where  the  Amherst  College  observatory  now  stands, 
which  was  then  about  the  center  of  the  common.  It  was  not  completed 
until  1753,  although  meetings  were  held  in  it  before  1742.  starch  25, 
1743,  it  was  voted  to  provide  fasteningsTor  the  meeting-house  doors  and  to 
secure  the  windows;  it  was  also  voted  to  give  Aaron  Warner  30  shillings 
to  sweep  the  meeting-house  and  to  "give  a  signe  "'  when  to  go  to  meeting, 
for  one  year.  March  16,  1741,  it  was  voted  to  build  a  pew  for  the  minister's 
wife  and  said  pew  was  to  be  where  "  Rev.  jMr.  David  Parsons  shall  chuse.'' 
November  3,  1744,  it  was  voted  to  build  two  pews  in  the  meeting-house, 
one  upon  the  woman's  side  and  one  upon  the  men's  side,  and  also  to  finish 
the  outside  of  the  house  ;  December  1 1  the  vote  respecting  the  building 
of  pews  was  revoked  and  it  was  voted  to  build  all  pews  around  the  sides 
of  the  meeting-house.  November  16,  1748, 100  was  voted  for  building 
pews  in  the  meeting-house.  August  3,  1749,  it  was  voted  to  seat  the  males 
together  and  the  females  together.  A  committee  was  appointed  to  seat  " 
the  meeting-house  :  in  so  doing  they  were  to  have  regard  to  age,  estate  and 
qualifications.  This  question  of  "seating''  the  meeting-house  seems  to 
have  been  one  of  the  most  vexatious  problems  with  which  the  inhabitants 
of  the  'Phird  Precinct  had  to  deal.  A  person's  seat  in  the  meeting-house 
was  to  a  certain  extent  an  index  of  his  standing  in  the  community.  This 
fact  must  have  occasioned  rivalry  and  jealousy,  for  although  the  early 
inhabitants  were  a  God-fearing  people  they  were  not  superior  to  the  weak- 
nesses of  lunnan  nature.  It  was  no  light  or  agreeable  task  that  the  com- 
mittee on  "seating  "  the  house  were  called  upon  to  perforin  ;  however  ably 
or  conscientiously  they  may  have  accomplished  their  work  the  result  was 
bound  to  awaken  criticism.  There  were  certain  seats  that  were  regardetl 
as  of  especial  dignity  and  honor,  and  these  were  awarded  to  persons  on 
whom  wealth  or  oflicial  dignity  were  esteemed  to  confer  their  title.  'I'he 
committee  which  fust  seated  the  house  consisted  of  live  persons,  but  Jan. 
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iS,  1750,  it  was  voted  to  seat  the  meeting-house  anew  and  four  other 
persons  were  added  to  the  committee,  making  nine  in  all.  July  5,  1753, 
it  was  voted  to  make  four  pews  in  the  meeting-house,  "where  the  Hind 
seats  are  "  and  to  move  the  other  seats  forward.  March  22,  1754,  four 
persons  were  granted  liberty  to  build  a  pew  where  the  "  two  hind  seats  " 
were,  and  the  Late  Seators  "  were  requested  to  consider  if  they  could 
reasonably  make  any  alterations  in  seating  the  house.  March  24,  1755, 
the  committee  was  desired  to  make  some  alterations  so  as  to  provide  for 
newcomers.  March  24,  1760,  a  committee  of  five  was  chosen  to  seat  the 
meeting-house,  and  still  another  committee  for  the  same  purpose  Vth.  i, 
1762.  Dec.  19,  1763,  twelve  persons  were  granted  leave  to  build  a  pew 
in  the  place  of  the  "two  hind  seats  in  the  upper  Teer  in  the  Gallary,"  but 
were  to  resign  the  same  when  the  district  required  it.  Jan.  5,  1767,  the 
house  again  required  seating  and  a  committee  of  five  was  appointed  to 
attend  to  the  matter.  ?klarch  16,  1768  it  was  voted  that  children  and 
Prentices  "  should  be  required  to  keep  their  seats.  Jan.  21,  177  i,  it  was 
voted  to  make  some  changes  in  seating  the  meeting-house.  > 

Nov.  15,  T750,  it  was  voted  to  provide  glass  for  mending  the  meeting- 
house windows  and  Dec.  2,  1751,  to  finish  the  meeting-house  the  year 
ensuing.  Xo  picture  or  likeness  of  the  first  meeting-house  exists  ;  it  is 
probable  that  none  was  ever  made.  Drawing  and  painting  were  not  among 
the  accomplishments  of  the  early  inhabitants  and  the  photographer's 
camera  was  unknown.  It  could  not  have  been  a  very  ornamental  structure  ; 
the  only  rules  that  governed  colonial  architecture  in  those  days  were  utility 
and  the  covering  of  a  maximum  of  space  at  a  minimum  of  expense.  It 
probably  was  of  the  dimensions  specified  in  the  original  vote  to  build  it,  45 
feet  in  length  and  35  in  breadth.  It  had  galleries,  and  the  seats  in  these 
were  probably  reserved,  as  was  the  custom,  for  persons  of  inferior  estate. 
It  had  no  bell  and  the  signal  for  attending  worship  was  the  blowing  of  a 
conch  shell,  which  was  indifferently  written  as  "konk"  or  "  kunk  "  by 
keepers  of  the  early  records.  A  salary  was  voted  each  year  to  some  able- 
bodied  and  strong-lunged  person  for  sweeping  the  meeting-house  and 
blowing  the  conch.  There  was  no  musical  instrument  of  any  kind  as  an 
aid  to  the  congregational  singing,  except  it  might  have  been  a  tuning-fork 
or  pitch-pipe.  Inhere  was  no  artificial  light  or  heat,  unless  some  of  the 
good  dames  brought  with  them  their  foot-stoves  and  filled  them  with  coals 
at  the  house  of  some  hospitable  neighbor.  Carpets  weie  an  unknown 
luxury,  and  the  hard  wocxlen  seats,  innocent  of  cushions,  were  calculated 
t'l  keep  their  occupants  full\-  awake  to  tiie  spiritual  admonitions  that  came 
the  i)ulpil. 

'i'he  officers  of  the  parish  were  a  clerk  and  deacons.  John  Xash,  the 
'ir^t  clerk   elected,   served  for  many  years.     Kleazer   Mattoon   had  the 
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title  of  deacon  in  1739;  lie  may  have  been  a  deacon  at  Northfielci. 
Ebenezer  Dickinson  was  called  deacon  in  1740,  John  Nash  in  1742,  Jona- 
than Edwards  in  1766,  Simeon  Clark  in  1770,  Eleazar  Smith  in  1782.  The 
-committees  on  building  and  seating  the  meeting-house  were  made  up  of 
the  most  influential  men  in  the  parish.  I'he  original  building  committee- 
consisted  of  Samuel  Boltwood,  P^benezer  Dickinson,  John  Cowls,  Peletial: 
Smith  and  John  Ingram,  Jr.  The  committee  appointed  in  1 749  to  seat  the 
Tneeting-house  included  Lieut.  Jonathan  Smith,  Solomon  Boltwood.  John 
Nash,  Dea,  Ebenezer  Dickinson  and  Lieut.  Ebenezer  Kellogg. 

In  the  church  records  under  date  of  May  31,  1741,  is  found  the  first 
minute  in  regard  to  the  use  of  wine  at  communion  services  ;  it  reads  as 
follows : 

"  The  church  voted  to  raise  a  contribution  of  5s.  upon  each  communicant  for 
purchasing  a  stock  of  wine  for  the  year  ensuing,  and  procuring  furniture  for  the 
communion  table,  which  amounted  to  the  sum  of  — " 

Contributions  of  4s.  6d.  were  voted  in  1742  and  1744,  and  in  the 
records  under  date  of  jNIarch  26,  1746  is  the  following': 

"  At  a  church  meeting  regularly  warned  the  church  voted  that  such  members 
of  the  church  as  neglected  to  pay  in  their  part  of  the  contribution  within  four  weeks 
after  it  was  publickly  called,  should  be  together  as  persons  who  walk  disorderly.'" 

The  additions  to  the  church  for  the  first  25  years  after  its  organization 
numbered  as  follows:  In  1741,  24;  1742,  10;  1746,6;  1747,2;  174S, 
2-  1749,  i;  1750,  3;  1751,  2;  1752,  5;  1753,  4;  1754.  9;  1755,  5; 
^75^^.  4;  1757-  2  ;  175S,  6  ;  1759.  4;  i7<^o.  11  -  1762,  6  ;  1763,  7. 

In  1735,  the  year  that  David  Parsons  began  his  ministry  in  the  Third 
Precinct  of  Hadley,  a  great  revival  of  religion  had  taken  place  among  the 
inhabitants  of  towns  in  the  Connecticut  river  valley.  Four  years  later,  or 
the  same  year  in  which  the  church  in  the  Third  Precinct  was  organized, 
there  was  another  great  religious  awakening  in  which  George  Whitefield, 
the  evangelist,  took  part.  There  can  be  little  question  that  this  arousing 
of  religious  interest  had  a  marked  effect  upon  the  membership  of  the  new 
church,  adding  to  its  numbers  and  cementing  them  more  closely  in  the  bonds 
of  Christian  fellowship.  Under  the  ministrations  of  David  Parsons  the 
church  grew  and  prospered,  with  no  serious  division  among  its  members 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  Jan.  i,  17 Si. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 


School  Appropriations  ey  Hadley  and  by  the  Third  Precinct. — 
First  School  Houses. — Lands  Comprised  in  Hadley  Third 
Precinct. — Annexations  of  Land. 

It  is  probable  that  for  many  years  after  the  first  settlement  at  P/ast 
Hadley,  and  after  the  setting  off  of  the  Third  Precinct,  the  children  of  the 
early  settlers  attended  school  in  the  parent  town.  The  Hadley  records 
under  date  of  March  6,  174S,  contain  the  following: 

"Voted  that  one  hundred  Pounds  (old  t^nor)  be  granted  and  raised  for  and 
towards  the  Support  of  Schooling  in  the  Second  and  third  precincts  :  that  is  to 
say.  Fifty  Pounds  for  the  use  of  the  Second  Precinct  and  Fifty  Pounds  for  the 
use  of  the  Third  Precinct." 

This  is  the  first  reference  that  can  be  found  in  regard  to  schooling  in 
the  Precinct,  although  Judd  considers  it  probable  that  some  private  schools 
were  established  before  that  date.  In  1734,  Samuel  Mighill  an  old  school- 
master, resided  in  the  Precinct.  May  17,  1754,  the  town  of  Hadley  appro- 
priated ;^6,  13s.  for  schooling  in  the  Second  Precinct;  South  Hadley  had 
been  set  off  as  a  separate  district  and  the  Third  Precinct  had  become  the 
Second.  Aug.  5  of  the  same  year  Hadley  voted  that  the  money  appropri- 
ated for  schools  in  the  Second  Precinct  "  be  employed  in  hiring  some  suit- 
able schoolmaster."  ]March  3,  1753,  /,'8o  old  tenor  was  voted  by  Hadley 
for  schooling  in  the  Second  Precinct ;  March  i,  1756,  the  sum  was  increased 
^^^^^So.  o^cl  tenor.  March  7,  1757,  Hadley  allowed  £20  -'lawful"  for 
schooling  in  the  Second  Precinct.  The  following  year  the  town  voted  that 
the  Precinct  should  be  set  oft'  as  a  separate  District  and.  consequently, 
made  no  further  provision  for  the  maintenance  of  its  schools. 

The  early  schools  in  the  Precinct  were  generally  taught  by  men. 
1  hey  were  long  kept  in  private  rooms  and  were  in  session  but  a  few  months 
each  year.  The  pay  of  the  school-masters  was  small,  a  part  of  it  being 
borne  by  the  parents  of  the  pupils.  Free  public  schools  were  unknown 
wnW  a  much  later  period.  In  Judd's  unpublished  mss.  is  found  the  record 
of  a  conversation  with  John  Dickinson  of  Amherst,  born  in  1757,  in  which 
Mr.  Dickinson  said  that  when  he  was  young  he  thought  no  schoolmistresses 
^vere  employed  in  the  public  schools  ;  girls  went  to  school,  but  there  was 
not  much  schooling.  Mr.  Dickinson  and  Mr.  Pierce  used  to  keep  school 
in  Amherst  after  they  were  run  down  in  Hadley.  Dickinson  was\'eryodd 
"1  pulpit  and  school.    .V  boy  said  he  made  more  fun  in  tiie  pulpit  than 
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Mr.  p."  The  Mr.  Pierce  mentioned  above  was  Josiah  Pierce  of  Hadlev. 
who  began  to  teach  school  in  Amherst  Oct.  27,  1766  ;  he  taught  six  months 
or  more  in  the  year  for  three  years.  His  pay  was  32  shilHngs,  or  55.33  a 
month,  and  his  board.  In  winter  evenings  he  kept  ciphering  schools  a  few- 
weeks  at  one  shilling  an  evening.  In  the  winter  from  30  to  40  attended 
his  day  school  in  Amherst,  and  in  summer  about  half  as  many.  ]March 
29,  1769,  he  dismissed  the  school  for  want  of  wood.  He  probably  taught 
Latin  if  desired. 

The  first  vote  in  the  Third  Precinct  records  in  regard  to  schooling  is 
found  under  date  of  March  13,  1749,  or  about  one  year  after  the  first 
recorded  grant  of  school  money  by  the  town  to  the  precinct.    The  vote 
was  to  hire  three  '*  scool  Dames    for  three  or  four  months  in  the  sumnier 
season  to  teach  children  to  read.    The  first  record  of  an  appropriation  for 
schools  by  the  Precinct  is  under  date  of  March  22,  1754;  the  amount  was 
£4..    The  records  contain  no  further  mention  of  school  appropriations 
until  March  19,  1759,  when  it  was  voted  to  raise  ^20  ;  this  was  the  year 
that  the  Precinct  was  raised  into  a  District,  by  the  ngime  of  Amherst.  The 
appropriations  made  for  schooling  in  the  years  immediately  succeeding 
were  as  follows:  Jan.  23,  1760,  £10,  [3s.,  4d.;  March  iS,  1760,  £1^,  6s.. 
8d.;  March  2,  17C1,  ^14;  Dec.  22,  1761,  ^"5  "more";  April  28,  1762, 
^13,  6s.,  Sd.;  Dec.  19,  1763,  ;£"24;  Dec.  17,   1764,  ;^2o;  Jan.  6,  1766; 
^27;  Jan.  5,  1767,  ^■27;  Jan.  4,   176S,  £24:  Jan.  2,   ij6c,,£2'j.  los.; 
Jan.  I,  1770,  £2C),  6s.;  Jan.  iS.  1773,         ^  i^^^-  -4^  ^7^^         ;  J^^^^- 
1779.^^30;  ^^ov^  14,  1777,  i;5o  ;  Jan.  12,  177S,  /"so  ;  Nov.  5,  i  7 78,      00  : 
Dec.  28,  1778,  ^166  ;  Jan.  3,  17S0,  ^^1400  ;  Dec.  4,  1780,  ^300  ;  Nov.  7, 
1781,^24;  Jan.  7,  17S2,  /;24;  Jan.  20,  1783,  £-^(i  \  Oct.  16,  i7S3,;^3o; 
Jan.  19,  1784,  ^45;  Nov.  15.   1784,  ^^30  ;  Jan.  3,  1785   /■30  ,  Oct.  13, 
1785,  ;^4o.    The  enormous  increase  in  school  appropriations  in  the  years 
1778  and  17 So  was  caused  by  a  great  depreciation  in  the  currency,  and 
the  sudden  drop  to  ^,-24  in  1781  marks  a  restoration  of  normal  values  at 
the  close  of  the  war  of  the  revolution. 

The  location  of  the  first  school-houses  in  the  District  was  attended 
with  the  same  difficulties  and  even  more  discussion  than  the  choice  of  the 
site  of  the  original  meeting-house.  With  the  population  scattered  over  a 
wide  extent  of  territory,  and  with  poor  facilities  for  travel,  it  is  not  strange 
that  parents- desired  to  have  the  school-houses  located  as  near  as  possible 
to  their  own  homes.  At  a  meeting  held  Jan.  5,  1761,  it  was  voted  to  build 
two  scliool-houses,  and  at  the  sanie  time  a  committee  was  appointed  to 
consider  whether  it  would  be  bc>t  t(j  have  two  or  three.  Apparently  they 
decided  upon  three,  for  Dec.  22  of  the  same  year  it  was  voted  to  build 
tliree  school-houses,  one  at  the  center,  "  near  tlie  place  where  Moses  War- 
ners house  formerly  stootl,"  one  at  the  north,  "  in  the  highway  that  runs 
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,a>i  and  west  between  Joseph  Church  and  Jon'th  Coles,"  and  one  at  the 
>.,uth.  "in  the  highway  south   of  Nath'll  Colemans  Lot."    The  center 

liool-house  was  to  be  on  the  site  now  occupied  by  Hunt's  block,  the  north 
K.u  where  the  North  Cong'l  church  now  stands,  and  the  south  not  far 
:v>m  the  site  of  the  present  grammar  school-house  in  South  Amherst, 
l  iicse  school-houses  were  not  built  at  the  time,  for  Oct.iS,i762,  it  was  again 
\"tcd  to  build  three  school-houses,  and  three  committees  were  chosen  to 
iMve  charge  of  the  matter,  one  to  decide  on  the  location,  a  second  to 
••  wait  on  "  the  tirst  committee,  and  a  third  to  build  the  houses.  These 
on'ninittees  probably  were  unable  to  agree  among  themselves  or  to  arrange 
:he  matter  to  the  District's  liking,  for  Dec.  17,  1764,  a  vote  was  pissed  to 
imild  four  school-houses,  a  "north,''  a  "south,"  an  "east  middle"  and  a 

west  middle."  Committees  were  chosen  to  fix  upon  the  locations  and 
o'her  committees  to  attend  to  the  building,  and  the  District  voted  to  abide 
i»y  their  decision.  Work  was  probably  begun  on  the  center  or  "middle" 
vchool-houses  soon  after,  and  one  of  them  was  completed  as  early  as  Jan. 
6,  1766,  for  at  a  meeting  held  that  day  it  was  voted  to  remove  the  meeting 
lo  "the  School  House  which  is  near  Landlord  Warner's  dwelling  House." 
This  school-house  stood  where  W.  \\\  Hunt's  store  now  is;  it  was  a  low, 
( 'no-story  building  with  chimney  and  fire-place  near  the  east  end.  At  the 
^:"llne  meeting  it  was  voted  that  the  price  of  summer  work  upon  the  school- 
liouses  should  be  two  shillings  per  day  and  the  price  of  fall  work  one 
>hilling  and  sixpence.  Carpenter's  work  in  summer  was  to  be  two  shillings 
and  eightpence.  and  in  the  fall  two  shillings  and  fourpence.  ALirch  17,1768, 
it  was  voted  to  remove  the  school-house  near  Landlord  M.  Warner's.  Jan. 
»4,  1772,  it  was  voted  that  the  school-house  near  Edward  Smith's  house  be 
removed  to  the  east  side  of  the  street. 

In  1752,  the  town  of  Hadley  granted  ^*6o  for  schooling  in  the  Second 
Precinct,  and  it  v;as  voted  to  spend  half  the  sum  for  hiring  a  school-master 
in  the  fall  and  the  remainder  for  hiring  school  dames"  in  the  summer. 
•'^'L^'  5'  .^753^  it  was  voted  to  provide  three  schools  in  the  precinct,  equally 
divided  according  to  the  number  of  scholars.  The  north  school-house 
^\as  apparently  located  in  that  section  now  known  as  the  "city,"  which 
fact  excited  some  jealousy  among  the  residents  of  the  west  street ;  at  a 
nieeting  held  Jan.  4,  176S,  it  was  voted  that  the  north  school  be  kept  one- 
half  of  the  time  in  the  west  street.  Oct.  23,  1769,  it  was  voted  to  allow 
ihj  north  and  south  schools  their  proportion  of  money  for  schooling.  Jan. 
- 1.  5771,  the  selectmen  were  instructed  to  set  up  a  new  school  at  the  north 
^■nd  of  the  District  six  weeks  in  addition  to  the  present  school.  Aug.  17, 
'772.  the  district  voted  to  improve  M'r  William  Cuy  Dallentine  for  Six 
in(jnths  from  his  first  Knteriiig  in  the  Sciiool."  Judd  says  that  Mr.  liallen- 
tine  taught  Latin  and  English  and  read  theology  with  Mr.  Parsons.  Jan.. 
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i8,  1773,  it  was  voted  to  postpone  till  the  March  meeting  the  article  pr  , 
"viding  for  more  schooling  for  small  children  in  English.    March  8,  i--^ 
it  was  voted  to  allow  five  months  schooling  to  "  each  quarter  of  the  towri.' 
April  14  of  the  same  year  the  District  voted  to  be  at  the  expense  of  tweiv^ 
months  grammar  schooling  in  the  winter  season.    Nov.  5,  17 78,  it  w.-n 
voted  that  the  persons  who  sent  scholars  should  provide  wood  for  ihu 
.schools  ;  also  that  school  should  be  kept  three  months  at  the  north  schoo. 
.house  and  three  months  in  the  west  street  the  ensuing  winter.    Jan.  ;. 
1779,         '^^'^s    voted    that    money    raised    for  schooling  in  the  norii, 
jpart  of  the  town  should  be  used  in  the   north  school  house.     Oct.  21. 
1779,  a  committee  was  chosen  to  see  how  many  schools  should  be  kep; 
in  town   and  at  what  places.     This  committee  reported  at  a  meetini: 
Jield  the  6th  of  Jan.,  1780,  that  six  schools  should  be  maintained  that  year, 
one  in  the  west  street  in  the  northern  part  of  the  town,  one  "in  the  stred 
leading  from   Ezra  Roods  to  Andrew  Kimbals,"  one  at  each  school- 
house  near  the  "  middle  of  the  town,  one  in  the  west  street  in  the  southern 
part  of  the  town,  and  one  in  the  school-house  at  the  southern  part  of 
:the  town;"  at  an  adjournment  ofthis  meeting  it  was  voted  to  have  eighteeii 
.months  schooling  in  town    the  present  year ;"  this  allowed  three  month.-^ 
schooling  at  each  of  the  schools.    May  13,  1783,  it  was  voted  to  grant  the 
west  street  their  proportion  of  money  to  be  used  by  them  in  employing 
.school  dames.    Nov.  15,  1784,  the  selectmen  were  instructed  to  set  up  six 
.schools  within  the  town,  four  in  places  they  had  usually  been  kept  in  and 
two  in  such  places  as  they  saw  fit.    Jan.  3,  1785,  it  was  voted  that  schools 
should  be  kept  three  months  in  the  year.    Of  the  earlier  private  schools 
in  town  there  is  no  record,  but  a  woman  living  in  Hadley  told  Judd.  the 
-historian,  that  when  a  girl  she  had  attended  a  school  for  young  ladies  in 
Amherst,  taught  by  a  man;  this  was  before  Amherst  academy  was  established. 

When  the  petition  of  the  "  east  inhabitants  of  Hadley  to  be  set  ofi 
as  a  separate  precinct  was  granted  by  the  General  Court  in  1734,  the  terri- 
tory comprised  in  the  precinct  was  described  as  being  seven  miles  in  length 
and  two  and  three-quarters  miles  in  breadth,  bounded  on  the  north  by  Sun- 
derland, on  the  east  by  equivalent  lands,  on  the  south  by  the  Boston  road 
.and  on  the  west  by  Hadley  common  lands.  In  laying  out  the  lands  in  the 
third  division  there  had  been  an  encroachment  on  the  equivalent  lands, 
and  when  later  on  the  line  was  run  by  compass  it  was  found  that  upwards 
•of  3000  acres  had  been  wrongfully  included  in  this  division,  'i'ocompen- 
-sate  those  who  had  drawn  lots  there  that  were  taken  from  them  by  the  later 
.survey,  tiie  town  granted  to  them  in  1738  about  600  acres  in  that  section 
known  as  "  Flat  Hills."  The  lands  included  in  the  second  di\  ision  were 
Jioi  all  laid  out  in  1703;  the  lirst  di\  ision  was  laid  out  as  far  north  as 
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Mill  river,  and  the  second,  beginning  at  the  Boston  or  Brookfield  road^ 
'  \  rods  to  the  north.      In  the  Hadley  records  under  date  of  March  5,,' 
i  -  }4.  is  found  the  following : 

••\'oted  and  Granted  to  the  Second  Precinct  in  Hadley  so  much  Land  north 
;  Dca.  Mattoon's  Land  in  the  third  Precinct  as  shall  make  them  Equal  in  Ouality 
\  a  rule  of  Proportion  to  be  Considered  by  their  tax  to  what  was  Granted  to  the 
'      precinct  which  land  shall  be  laid  out  to  them  and  Judged  as  to  the  Quality  by. 
,5  C  ommittee  for  that  purpose  appointed  if  the  Land  may  their  be  found  for  them. 

\'oted  Dea.  John  Smith  Sen  Dr  Eastman  Lew  Chiliab  Smith  Nat'''  Kellogg 
!  !i.  and  Dea.  Matoon  to  be  a  Committee  for  the  affair  abovesaid." 

Again  under  date  of  Jan.  7,1744-5: 

•'  The  Committee  abovesaid  having  viewed  the  land  in  the  third  Precinct  in 
i  l.ulley  north  of  Dea.  Mattoon's  Land  Agreeable  to  the  Town's  vote  abovesaid 
•i.ivc  Surveyed  and  Set  out  to  the  Second  Precinct  in  Hadley  two  parcels  of  land' 
;.':rcafter  Delinated  which  said  Committee  Judge  is  not  more  than  an  Equivalent 
to  ihcm  by  the  Rule  of  Proportion  Agreeable  to  their  tax. 

Th3  Land  Lyeth  in  Two  Tracts  and  is  bounded  as  follows,  viz.  one  Tract  o£ 
.i''MUt  1S5  acres  is  Bounded  East  and  west  on  Highways  north  on  the  mill  river  and 
v"v:th  on  Dea.  IVIatoon's  land  beginning  at  the  N.  W.  corner  of  Sd  Matoon's  land 
imm  which  it  runs  north  15^  East  240  Rods  to  the  mill  river  from  thence  said  river 
>  the  west  Bounds  till  it  gets  about  ten  Rods  East  of  Nathaniel  Kellogg's  Corn 
■!;;'!.  Thence  south  three  hundred  and  forty  Rods  to  Matoon's  land.  Thence 
V'Cht  17-  north  one  hundred  and  fifty  Rods  to  the  first  Boundeiy. 

The  other  Tract  contains  about  35  acres  and  is  bounded  North  W  on  the  milL 
r.vcr  and  south  on  Land  of  Thomas  Goodman  and  East  on  a  Highway  beginning, 
■  ihc  N.  East  Corner  of  said  Goodman's  Land  from  which  it  runs  N.  100  Rods  to 
-  mill  River  and  from  said  Goodman's  N.  E.  Corner  it  runs  west  140  Rods  to  the- 
■^  1!  River  Note  that  in  both  tracts  of  Land  there  is  Highways  runini^  thro,  the 
l..i:ul  of  4  Rod  wide  Each  where  they  are  Prickt  in  the  Plan;  or  where  the  Roads. 
-•»vv  run  up  the  fiat  Hills  and  by  the  mill  River. 

Joseph  Eastman  ) 
.    .  Nath'l  Kellogg  Jnr    ^  Committee." 

John  Smith  ) 

The  land  thus  laid  out  to  the  Second  Precinct,  afterwards  South 
Hadley,  was  in  the  northerly  part  of  the  second  division,  and  included  the 
'•■^nd  not  distributed  in  1703. 

In  Hadley  records  under  date  of  Jan.  5,  1759,  the  following  appears: 

*' \'oted  and  Granted  to  the  Inhabitants  of  the  P'irst  and  Second  Precincts  in' 
'  Hadley,  and  to  the  Inhabitants  of  the  District  of  South  Hadley,. all  the  Com- 
:!^>n  or  undivided  Lands,  excepting  those  that  are  in  possession  of  particular 
'I'TM.ns  by  Incroachment.  lying  in  the  Second  precinct  of  Hadley  aforesaid,  to  be 
d'vided  to  the  aforesaid  Precincts  of  Hadley,  and  to  the  said  District,  in  the  same 
J '"t'j'wrtion  tliat  each  of  said  parties  or  Societies  paid  in  tiie  Province  Tax  in  the 
•'•i'.He  year  that  the  aforesaid  District  of  South  Hadley  was  made  a  district  by  the:: 
*  ''wrt."' 
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Ihuler  date  of  Jan.  4,  1762  : 

"  X'otecl  'iMiat  a  i)ctilion  l)e  prcfericd  to  the  dieat  and  (  IciuM  al  Court  piayini^ 
that  tlic  liiL^cway  near  josepli  Chiry's  in  .Anihersi  heini^  surrounded  hy  I  nhabilanb 
of  Amlierst,  may  he  annexed  to  Andiei"st,  and  tliat  L'hai-les  ldieli>s  J-!sqi' and  J osiah 
I'circe  l)e  a  Conindttee  ti)  i^repare  and  prefer  the  same." 

At  the  same  nieetii"i<^  that  this  \ote  was  passed  a  coninditee  w.is 
appointed  to  nial-;e  a  phm  of  the  hi^hwa)'.  At  a  nieelin^-  hehl  Sow  29  of 
the  same  year  Hadley  ai:)pointed  a  committee  (;f  hvc  to  sell  the  town's 
rii;ht  in  the  sequestered  lands  in  Andierst  ou  the  1)est  terms  they  could 
make. 

In   1759,  when  tlie  Second  Precinct  of  lladlc)-  was  erected  into  the 
District  ot  Amherst,   Isaac  Ward,  Reuben   In^raham,   I'hilip  In^rahain, 
Isaac  lluhhard,  hxlward  I'.hner  and  their  respeclue  estates  were  aimexetl 
to  the  new  district.     In   Xo\'end)er,    1772,  the   line  between  Audierst  aiul 
llaille\-  was  run  b\'  Simeon  I'arsons  and  the  selectmen  of  llie  iwu  nn\ns;  . 
its  directions  and  distances  as  rccoicleil  in  lladle\'  records  were  as  follows : 
ne_i;innin_L!,-  at  a  Stake  and  Stones  at  the  Iki)-  Uoad,   and  lunninjj,-  X.  12° 
h'.l  670  rods  to  a   Stake  and   Stones  at  the   Southwest  ccjrnei-  of   Kit  haril 
( 'iiauiu;e_\'s  lot  ;  then   X.  S'    15'  Vx  1  j,  2  rods  to  a  lllack  O.ik  Tree  at  the 
S(j  W't  corner  of  John  l-illiuL^s  Lot  markt  W.  M.  theri  X.  10^'   I'.t  ^,07  rocU 
to  a  Stub  and  heap  of  Stones  at  the  So  W't  coriK-r  of  Solomon  koltwood's 
Lot;  then  X.  13^'  l'".t  93  rods  to  a  Sjiruce  Sladdle  at  the  end  of  a  Hitch  at 
the  So  \\t  corner  of  John  Taylor's  ]  aj{  ;  then  X.S'^  IT  33b  rcxls  to  a  Ditch 
called  l'orter\s  So  W't  ditch;  then  X.  12"^  h'.t  370  rods  to  a  Stub  the  South 
Side  of  Iladley  Mill  l\.i\'ei'.  then  X.  i  1^'  \\{  3.S0  rods  toaSl;ikeand  Stones 
llnil   we  now  set   u))  ;it   Sunderland  line."     Judds;i)'s  in  his  unpublished 
mss.:  'Mn  laying  out  I'lat  Hills,  ij^-i,  the  e;ist  hue  of  /unherst  e.xtended 
north  ot  the  north  line  o!   the  third  or  e;ist  dix  ision,  not  bo  fr<jm  :;73  rods 
to  the  X.  1'",.  corner.     This  ujipei"  lot  is  bounded  e;ist  on  t(Avn  line;oid  west 
on  Mill  ri\er,  ;uul  next  lot  south  has  Mill  river  W'.  ;ind  X.     'J'hiicl  div  ision 
was    197  I    r(jds  at  W'.  end  and  2051  rtjds  at  \\.  end  ;  add  573  rods  ai  X. 
end  and  the  V..  line  of  Amherst  w';is  2624  rods  or  S  miles  and  ()4  lods  lonu'. 
It  was  lon;2,er  because  C;bli(pie."     In  1779  .\ndieisl  petitioned  for  the  .mnex- 
ati(m  of  the  eastern  part  ul  Jhidle)'  iin.er  c  on;  irons  ;  IbadUw  \()ted,  May 
'3'  '7  79'  ^'''^^        l^'-'tition  be  disnnsscd. 

l;\'  ;\n  ;\ct  (;f  the  (leneral  ("ourl  i)assed  in  17SS,  Ji)hn  l)i(kms(m, 
Nehemia'a  Dic  kinson,  Simeon  Dicdonson  and  Sdas  W'l  1- hi  and  then' estates 
were  set  oil  Ircan  the  town  of  Il;\(lley  and  annexed  to  the  t<  )W  n  of  A  udierst, 
also  the ,  brid_L:,e  (A'cr  the  Mill  ri\'er  ni  the  (  (iunt\'  io;id  le  ading;  through 
y\iidu:i'st  to  Sunderland.  Soon  ;ifter  iSikj  .\mhei  st  miide  ;i  sec  cuid  alli  iniJt 
to  iuniex  the-  Ihidle)'  inner  comuKuis,  but  w.is  a^aiu  dek'.ited.  Tlu-  malic  r 
was  brcjuj^lit  before  (lie  (General  ("ourt,  and  Mr.   l\e!l(j;j,L;  whc)  icqjresenled 
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I  i.idlev  at  the  time  proposed  if  this  was  done  that  the  Connecticut  river  should 
made  the  western  boundary  of  Amherst,  and  Hadley  a  parish  of  Amherst. 
1  ills  caused  a  fellow  member  to  remark  that  he  had  heard  of  the  sow 
f.iting  up  the  pigs,  but  never  before  heard  of  the  pigs  eating  up  the  sow." 
I  h.u  settled  the  matter.  Feb.  iS,  1S12,  what  was  known  as  the  Mountain 
.;;\  ision  "  was  annexed  to  Amherst,  extending  the  town  boundary  on  the 
xoiitii  from  the  I'ay  road  to  the  summit  of  ]\It.  Holyoke.  It  began  at  the 
southwest  corner  of  Amherst's  bounds  and  ran  in  the  direction  of  Amherst's 
uc>t  line  to  the  north  line  of  South  Hadley.  Thence  by  the  north  line  of 
<iA\lh  Hadley  and  Granby  to  Belchertown  line,  thence  by  Belchertown  line 
tvt  southeast  corner  of  Amherst,  thence  by  the  south  line  of  Amherst  to  the 
first  corner  or  bound. 

Feb.  17,  1S14,  the  following  act  was  passed  by  the  General  Court : 

••  lie  it  enacted,  etc. — That  all  the  lands  and  the  inhabitants  thereon, lyingand 
\'-A\vj:  in  Hadley.  described  within  the  following"  limits  and  bounds,  not  already 
.innexed  to  Amherst,  be,  and  the  same  are  herel)y  set  off  from  Hadley,  and 
.mnexed  to  Amherst:  that  is  to  say,  beginning  at  the  southwest  corner  of  David 
Smith's  land,  being  the  northeast  corner  of  Noah  Smith's  land,  lying  in  the  town  of 
Amherst,  on  the  cast  line  of  Hadley;  thence  running  west,  to  the  west  end  of  the 
t->r>t  division  of  lands  in  Hadley,  to  a  town-way:  thenee  northwardly,  on  the  west 
i':K- of  said  division,  as  far  as  the  same  extends :  and  thence,  on  the  sanie  corner 
t'l  the  south  line  of  Sunderland,  to  the  original  northeast  corner  of  Amherst; 
ilience  southwardly,  on  the  original  line  bi^tween  Amherst  and  HadUy.  to  the 
t";r.st  mentioned  corner. 

lie  it  further  enacted,  That  the  respective  valuations  of  the  towns  of  Pladley 
;::i(l  Amherst,  be  so  altered,  in  consideration  of  the  above,  that  the  sum  of  one 
<  cut.  in  the  proportion  of  one  thousand  dollars,  be  taken  from  Hadley  and  put  to 
Ainh.erst:  and  that  all  taxes  already  granted  or  assessed  by  the  town  of  Hadley. 
<':5  the  polls  and  estates  hereby  set  off.  be  collected  in  the  same  manner  as  though 
t;,:>  act  had  not  been  passed.'' 

I'his  was  the  the  last  considerable  addition  to  the  lands  com- 
prised in  the  township  of  Amherst.  In  18 15  an  act  was  passed  that 
^^.ightly  altered  the  boundary  line  between  Hadley  and  Amherst.  In 
'•^oo.  John  Thayer,  Fbenezer  Bliss,  Reuben  "^ITayer  and  Nathaniel  Goodale 
•'•<--re  setoff  froni  Belchertown  and  annexed  to  the  second  parish  of  Amherst, 
!  parochial  privileges.'"  Later  on  the  farm  of  F>lias  Smith,  situated  on 
'•ic  road  from  Amherst  to  Hadley,  was  annexed  to  Amheist.  In  1795, 
•\iulieist  refused  to  liave  any  part  of  loelchertown  annexed:  later  on  it 
rviiiscd  to  receive  a  part  of  Belham.  The  original  surveyors  of  Hadley 
f'Uter  commons  intended  that  the  tracts  of  land  laid  out  should  be  of  equal 
'"■eadih.  extending  from  the  Bro(jkfield  road  to  the  Mill  river.  The  narrow- 
'••g  of  the  third  dix  i.sion  (Aving  to  its  encrcjaclmient  on  the  equivalent  lands, 
'■i<--  addition  of  the  I'lat  Hills"  territory,  and  the  annexation  from  time  to 
l'"ie  of  other  lands  formerly  included  in  the  boundaries  of  Hadley,  ha\  e 
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given  to  the  town  of  Amherst  its  present  irregular  outh"ne.  In  the  atlas- 
Massachusetts  published  by  George  H.  \A'alker  &  Co.  of  Boston  in  iSt*; 
the  east  line  of  Amherst  is  found  to  be  a  little  less  than  nine  miles  i: 
length,  while  the  extreme  breadth  near  the  south  part  of  the  town  is  foiir 
miles  and  at  the  north  a  little  over  three  miles.  The  territory  contained  i; 
the  three  divisons  laid  out  in  1703  amounted  to  oyer  13,000  acres,  whici. 
was  reduced  to  about  10.000  acres  by  the  cutting  off  of  the  equivak^n: 
land.  Including  the  additions,  the  territory  now  comprised  within  tlx 
town  limits  amounts  to  something  like  16,000  acres. 


CHAPTER  VII. 


The  First  Highways. — E^XROACHMEXTS  on  Highways. — Hadlkv 
Votes  Concerning  Roads  and  Bridges. — John  Morton  axi' 
Nathan  Dickinson. — New  Highways  Laid  Out. 

Aside  from  the  gospel  ministry,  there  was  no  other  one  subject  that 
occupied  so  much  the  attention  of  the  early  settlers  as  the  laying  out  and 
maintenance  of  highways.  Every  new  settlement  as  it  was  laid  out  had  it? 
main  street  extending  from  end  to  end,  and  as  the  settlers  grew  in  numbers 
cross  streets  and  parellel  streets  were  added.  From  the  main  street  there 
would  be  narrow  highways  leading  to  the  woods,  the  meadows  and  the 
river.  When  a  journey  of  any  distance  was  to  be  made  dependence  wa> 
placed  upon  the  old  Indian  trails,  which  frequently  marked  out  the  paths 
of  highways  that  succeeded  them.  Travel  was  mostly  by  foot  01  horseback, 
carriages  being  unknown  in  this  section  until  well  along  in  the  eighteentii 
century.  The  wagons  or  carts  that  were  used  for  the  conveyance  of  farm 
produce  were  heavy  and  substantially-built  affairs.  The  first  well-marked 
road  passing  through  the  present  limits  of  Amherst  was  the  old  Bay  road, 
leading  through  Brookfield  to  Boston.  Judd  says  in  his  Hadley  histor\ 
that  in  early  days  there  was  a  "  Nashaway  Path  north  of  Fort  river.  In 
1674  and  many  years  after,  the  Ikiy  road  crossed  l'\)rt  river  near  the  south 
end  of  Spruce  hill.  In  his  unpublished  mss.  judd  says  that  the  Bay  road 
was  laid  out  May  2,  1732,  by  a  jury  of  12,  under  I'benezer  Pomcroy 
sheriff.  Concerning  this  historic  highway  more  will  be  recorded  in  a  later 
chapter. 
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When  the  Hadley  outer  commons  were  first  surveyed,  in  accordance 
with  the  vote  of  the  town  there  were  left  between  the  first  and  second,  and 
between  the  second  and  third  divisions,  spaces  for  highways  40  rods  in 
width.  There  were  also  left  spaces  forty  rods  in  width  for  highways  to 
cross  the  first  and  second  divisions.  It  is  supposed  that  this  great  width 
was  allowed  that  the  future  inhabitants  in  laying  out  their  travel-ways 
might  deviate  from  a  straight  line  and  take  advantage  of  the  most  favorable 
portions  of  the  land  for  road-making.  But  whatever  the  object,  the  result 
was  a  series  of  encroachments  upon  the  highways  by  abutters,  and  seem- 
ingly endless  controversies  whose  echoes  have  hardly  died  away  at  the 
present  day.  In  1754,  Hadley  reduced  the  western  highway  to  20  rods  in 
width  and  the  eastern  to  12  rods  ;  the  width  of  the  cross  highways  was 
also  reduced.  In  17SS,  Amherst  narrowed  the  highways  to  six  rods  and 
some  to  four  rods  in  breadth,  and  sold  the  land  thus  gained  to  owners  of 
adjoining  lots. 

January  5,  1735,  shortly  after  Hadley  Third  Precinct  was  set  off,  the 
town  of  Hadley  voted  as  follows  : 

'•  Voted  That  Each  Precinct  in  Hadley  may  and  shall  tak'e  Effectual  Care  for 
the  keeping  in  good  Repair  all  the  Roads  or  highways  Belonging  to  their  own  Pre- 
cincts Respectively  in  such  a  way,  manner  or  method  by  a  Rate  or  otherways  as 
they  shall  think  best  from  time  to  time.  Bridges  only  Excepted  which  are  to  be 
done  at  the  charge  of  the  Town  in  such  manner  as  they  shall  see  cause." 

The  following  appears  in  Pladley  records  under  date    of  March 
1744  : 

'"Voted  That  there  shall  be  a  Highway  laid  through  the  third  Division  of 
Land  East  of  the  Town  to  Pelham  bounds  where  the  Committee  appointed  shall 
think  best;  and  said  Committee  to  purchase  said  Highway  as  cheap  as  they  can." 

It  is  evident  that  the  encroachments  upon  the  highways  in  the  Third 
Precinct  must  have  begun  at  an  early  date,  for  in  Hadley  records  under 
date  of  March  4,  1745,  the  following  appears  : 

"Voted  that  there  be  a  Committee  to  lay  out  all  the  Streets  or  Highways  in 
the  East  Precinct  the  same  Bredth  as  per  Record  they  shall  appear  to  be  as  near 
as  may  be  in  the  same  places  and  on  the  same  Corners  as  they  were  originally  laid 
out  making  known  original  Bounds  as  Stakes  Mark'^  Trees  and  Ditches  etc.  their 
'^ukle. 

\'oted  Committee  Capt.  Cook  Lent  Chilliab  Smith  Xath'  Kellogg  Ebenezer 
Kellogc;  Ebenezer  Dickinson  and  Solomon  I^oltwood." 

This  committee  performed  its  task  and  reported  to  a  meeting  held 
Jan.  6,  1745-6,  when  the  town  passed  the  following  votes: 

Whereas  their  was  a  Committee  Chosen  and  appointed  Last  !\Larch  Town 
mectini;  to  lay  out  anew  the  Streets  and  Roarls  in  the  Third  Precinct  of  Hadley  ;. 
.uid  they  having  (lone  tlie  work;  and  returned  the  Plan  thereof: 
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■   Voted  That  said  Return  According"  to  the  said  Plan  be  Excepted  and  Confirmed 
Whereas  it  appears  to  the  Town  by  the  Plan  abovesaid  that  many  persons 
have  Encroched  upon  the  Streets  and  highways  in  said  third  Precinct 

Voted  That  Col  Porter  Job  Marsh  and  Nath'  Kellogg  Jun.  and  Ebenezti 
Dickinson  Lt.  Jonathan  Smith  be  a  Committee  in  the  behalf  and  at  the  Charge  of 
the  Town  to  Persecute  said  Tresspassers  and  Incrochments  to  Effect  in  Law  or 
to  Compound  with  them  by  Selling  or  Exchanging  for  other  Lands  what  they  have 
taken  in  out  of  the  highway  as  abovesaid  and  as  said  Committee  shall  think  Best."" 

In  Hadley  records  under  date  of  ]^Iarch  7,  1747,  is  found  the  first 
mention  of  a  bridge  in  the  Third  Precinct  : 

"  Voted  Committee  to  build  or  impower  some  person  to  build  a  Bridge  over 
Fort  River  in  Pelham  Road  Deac'"  Ebenezer  Dickinson  and  John  Xash." 

In  174S  there  was  felt  the  need  of  a  road  through  the  first  division, 
and  Hadley  voted  under  date  of  Jan.  2  : 

"  Voted  a  Committee  to  look  out  a  convenient  place  for  a  Road  through  tlie 
first  Division  in  the  third  Precinct,  and  to  discourse  the  owners  of  the  Land,  aiid 
make  Report  where  they  Judge  a  Road  may  most  suitably  be  laid  out  and  what 
terms  the  Land  may  be  had  upon,  at  the  meeting  of  the  Town  next  March  :  Col. 
Eleazer  Porter,  Dea"  John  Nash  and  Lieut.  Xath^  Kellogg. 

Voted  a  Committee  to  build  a  convenient  Cart  Bridge  over  Fort  River,  ne-ar 
the  mill  in  the  third  Precinct,  at  the  expense  of  the  Town,  Dea"*  John  Nash  and 
Ebenezer  Dickinson,  and  IVP"  Solomon  Boltwood  and  Lieut.  Ebenezer  Kellogg."" 

The  same  year  under  date  of  !March  6  the  follov.  ing  vote  was  recorded : 

"Voted  Committee  to  view  tb.e  Bridge  over  the  .Mill  River  in  the  3'^  Precinct, 
and  make  report  to  the  Town,  whether  they  judge  it  convenient,  to  rebuild  the 
same,  or  to  build  another  in  some  other  place,  and  what  place  they  think  mo.-t 
suitable,  if  the  place  where  the  Bridge  now  is.  be  not  by  them  thought  most  con- 
venient be  chosen. 

X'oted  Messi  Peletiah  Smith,  Daniel  Dickinson  and  Nathaniel  Coleman  be 
joined  with  Dea  John  Nash  &c.  Committee  for  building  a  Bridge  over  the  Fort 
River  near  the  mill  in  the  third  Precinct  chosen  last  January.'' 

Nothing  was  done  in  regard  to  rebuilding  the  bridge  over  Mill  river 
that  year,  and  at  the  meeting  held  March,  5,  1749.  the  following  vote  was 
passed  by  the  town  : 

''Voted. That  whereas  a  vote  of  this  Town  was  past  March  C.  174S.  relating  to 
rebuilding  the  P>ridge  over  the  mill  River  in  the  tliird  precinct:  but  no  committee 
was  chosen  to  manage  said  affair  :  .Messi.  Joj^o])hJSjmth,  P)enj"  Smith  and  Jonathan 
Dickinson  be  a  Committee  for  that  affair,  and  they  are  accordingly  desired  anr. 
impowered  to  inusue  tlie  Instructions  of  the  said  vote,  and  to  make  Report  to  tlu- 
Town  at  the  next  Town  meeting."" 

In  1746  the  town  of  Hadley  engaged  in  a  conlrox  ersy  with  John  Mor- 
ton of  the  Third  Precinct,  accused  of  encroaching  upon  the  highwa} 
between  the  secop.d  and  third  divisions,  which  was  carried  on  bcfoi<-' 
referees,  the  coinitx-  courts  and  the  Clencral  Court  for  more  than  fifteen 
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vcnrs.  In  1750  and  afterwards  Xathan  Dickinson  was  joined  with  Jolin 
Morton  as  defendants  in  the  various  actions  brought  by  the  town  for 
trespass.  Morton  and  Dickinson  came  from  Hatfield  and  were  the  first 
settlers  in  the  eastern  division  of  the  Third  Precinct.  They  laid  claim  to 
most  of  the  land  in  the  highway  adjoining  their  lots  and  refused  to  give  it 
up.  They  evidently  had  full  belief  in  the  justice  of  their  claim  as  appears 
from  their  memorial  to  the  General  Court.  The  case  was  a  celebrated  one 
in  its  day,  and  as  the  lirst  of  many  highway  controversies  that  have  arisen 
in  Amherst  is  worthy  of  extended  consideration.  There  is  no  record  as 
to  the  final  settlement  of  the  case,  but  as  the  decision  of  the  county  court 
and  referees  favored  the  town  it  is  probable  that  Morton  and  Dickinson 
were  dispossessed  or  made  some  satisfactory  settlement  for  the  lands  they 
had  taken.  The  records  of  Amherst  contain  but  little  in  regard-to  the 
controversy,  but  those  of  Hadley  bear  many  allusions  to  it ;  from  them  the 
following  are  quoted  : 

.-Vpril  19,  1749.  \'oted  that  Eleazer  Porter  Esq  Dea  Joseph  Eastman,  Lieut 
Natlianiel  Kel!o,:^g.  Dea  Ebenezer  Dickinson  and  Dea  John  Nash  be  a  Committee 
authorized  and  ir.ipowered,  in  behalf  and  at  the  cost  of  the  Town.  To  sue  and  prose- 
cute to  Effect  in  Law  John  Morton  incroaching  upon  the  Highway  in  the  third 
'I'recinct;  as  also  all  other  persons  who  have  made,  or  shall  make  Incroachments 
on.  or  incumber  the  high-ways  in  said  Precinct."' 

••July  26,  1750.  \'oted  That  application  be  made  to  the  Great  and  General 
Court  for  some  Relief  under  the  Difliculties  subsisting  in  the  Third  Precinct  of 
this  Town,  relating  to  the  Highways  or  land  sequestered  for  Highways  within  said 
Precinct. 

Voted  that  Eleazer  Porter  Esq  and  !Messi  Benjamin  Dickinson  and  Josiah 
Peirce,  be  a  Committee  to  prepare  a  Petition,  in  behalf  of  this  Tov/n  to  be  preferred 
before  the  Great  and  General  Court,  praying  their  Direction  and  Help  in  order  to 
rL-inove  the  Difticullies  subsisting  in  the  Third  I'recinct  of  the  Town  relating  to  the 
Hi,i;h-\vays  or  land  Sequestered  for  High-ways  within  said  I'recinct:  and  they  are 
desired  to  prepare  the  same,  by  the  time  of  the  said  Court's  next  sitting. 

\'oted  that  Eleazer  Porter  Esq.  is  desired  to  prefer  our  Petition  respecting  the 
HiL;h  ways  to  the  General  Court  at  their  ne.xt  session."" 

'•Nov.  19,  1750.  Whereas  there  has  long  subsisted  a  Controversy  between  the 
Town  of  Hadley  on  the  one  part,  and  John  Morton  and  Nathan  Dickinson  of 
said  Hadley  on  the  other  Part,  relating  to  some  land  by  the  said  Town  formerly 
Se(iuestered  for  an  High-way  between  the  Second  and  Third  Divisions  of  Land  in 
the  Tliird  Precinct ;  and  all  measures  hitherto  taken  for  a  Reconciliation  have 
proved  ineffectual ; 

Therefore  voted  That  tlie  said  Controversy  be  submitted  to  the  Determination 
;«ncl  linal  Decision  of  the  Hon'''  John  Chandler  and  James  Minot  Esquires.  Col 
Naiium  Ward  Esq.  They  viewing  the  said  Land  in  Controversy,  and  hearing  the 
parties. and  setting  <.)Ut  tlie  said  .Sequestered  Land  between  the  said  Second  and 
Diird  Divisions:  and  also  those  Lands  Seciuestered  for  an  Highway  between  the 
^a;d  .Second  Division  and  tlie  tirst  Div  ision  in  said  precinct  :  all  as  near  as  may  i>e 
tile  original  laying  out  t)f  the  same  in  the  )  ear  1703.  as  may  appear  to  them  from 
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the  Records  of  the  Town  and  such  Boundaries  as  are  to  be  found  remaining,  and 
that  M'  Benjamin  Day  of  Springfield,  Surveyor,  be  impowered  to  assist  in  Run- 
ning the  Lines;  and  Stephen  Warner  and  Nath'  Church  of  Hadley  to  carry  the 
Chain. 

Said  John  Morton  and  Nathan  Dickinson  being  present  when  the  said  vote 
was  past,  and  giving  their  voice  in  and  Consent  to  the  same.  Allso 

Voted  that  Eleazer  Porter  Esqr.  Lieut  Nathaniel  Kellogg  and  Dea.  Ebenezer 
Dickinson  be  a  Committee  to  manage  the  affair  in  behalf  of  the  Town,  at  the  Cost 
of  the  Town."' 

March  25,  1751.  Voted  that  the  Treasurer  be,  and  hereby  is  Impowered  and 
ordered  to  pay  out  of  the  Treasury  to  the  Committee  for  managing  the  affair 
relating  to  the  Controversy  subsisting  in  the  East  Precinct  about  the  Town  Land 
Sec,  appointed  Nov.  19,  1750,  such  Sum  or  Sums  of  money  as  they  shall  call  for  to 
carry  on  the  said  affair.'" 

"May  II,  1752.  Voted  That  Messi  David  Smith,  Moses  Porter  and  Samuel 
Smith  Jun.  be  a  Committee  Impowered,  in  Behalf  of  the  Town,  and  at  the  Cost  of 
the  Town,  to  prosecute  and  Eject  such  persons  as  are  Trespassers,  and  shall 
Trespass  upon  any  of  the  Lands  !)y  the  Town  Scquestred  for  Iligliways  in  the 
Third  Precinct,  and  also  that  the  said  Committee  is  fully  authorized  and  Impow- 
ered by  the  Town  to  make  Sale  of  so  much  of  the  said  Sequestred  Land,  as  may 
be  needful  for  the  defraying  the  Charge  of  such  Prosecution,  as  also  to  Reimburse 
the  Charge  and  Cost  the  Town  has  already  been  at,  about  said  Land.  They 
always  leaving  at  least  Twenty  Pole  in  Breadth  for  Highways;  and  likewise,  that 
the  said  Committee  are  fully  authorized  and  Impov.  ered,  in  liehalf  of  the  Town,  to 
Compound  and  agree  with  any  person  or  persons  Trespassing  on  any  part  of  tlie 
said  Land  on  such  Terms  as  they  shall  judge  equal  and  just. 

Voted  That  Elleazer  Porter  Esqr.  and  Messi  Nathaniel  Kellogg.  Edmund 
Hubbard,  David  Smith,  Enos  Nash,  and  Moses  Porter,  be  a  Committee,  to 
Examine  the  case  represented  to  the  Town  by  Samuel  Gaylord,  Complaining  lie 
has  not  his  full  Complement  of  Land  by  him  purchased  of  the  Town,  in  the  third 
Precinct;  who  are  fully  authorized  and  Impowered,  in  Behalf  of  tlie  Town,  to 
agree  with  the  said  Gaylord:  and  also  to  represent  the  Town  in  any  Case  that 
may  be  depending  in  Law.  relating  thereto."' 

•'March  29,  1754.  \'oted  That  the  .Sequestration  of  those  lands  between  the 
Divisions  of  land  in  the  Second  or  East  Precinct,  which  the  Town  of  Hadley 
formerly  reserved  for  Highways,  is  taken  off:  saving  with  regard  to  such  parts  of 
the  said  lands  as  are  now  established  for  Highways,  and  such  parts  as  have  been 
already  disposed  of  by  the  Town  of  Hadley. 

Voted  to  Impower,  Elect  and  authorize  Messi  John  Nash,  Ebenezer  Dickinson 
and  Jonathan  Dickinson.  Inhabitants  of  the  Second  Precinct  in  Hadley,  as  a  Com- 
mittee on  behalf  of  the  Town,  in  their  name,  to  prosecute  in  Course  of  Law,  and 
finally,  and  to  Effect  to  Dispossess  and  Eject  all  such  persons  as  have  Trespassed 
upon  the  lands  formerly  .Sequestred  for  Highways  or  Common  Roads;  Provided 
always  the  Second  Precinct  be  at  the  whole  Charges  of  the  Prosecution  in  the  Law. 

Voted  That  the  Town  do  give,  grant,  alien,  convey  and  confirm  to  the  Iniiabi- 
tants  of  the  .Second  i'rt-cinct  in  Hadley  all  the  several  'I'racts  of  l.md  originally 
Sequestred  by  the  Town  of  Pladley.  withi n  tin-  Bounds  of  said  precinc  t,  fur  the  use 
of  Roads  or  HiL;liways.  save  so  much  as  the  town  now  have  eslablislu^d  for  Hig'' 
ways,  ar.d  such  parcel  or  part  of  said  lands  as  iiat!i  been  given  or  sold  to  ar.y 
person  or  persons  in  any  of  the  said  land,  and  any  such  part  as  is  Trespassed  upon. 
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or  in  possession  of  such  Trespassers:  Provided  the  said  second  precinct  pay  to  the 
first  precinct  their  Proportion  of  the  Charges  expended  about  said  lands  upon  the 
Two  Committees  and  their  Surveyor,  and  their  Charges  for  Entertainment,  Being 
Ten  Pound  Lawful  money;  as  also  the  South  District  their  Proportion  of  the 
aforesaid  Charges,  if  they  ( being  set  off  from  said  Town)  have  just  and  Legal 
Rights  thereto." 

•'  March  ii,  1755.  Met  and  put  to  vote  whether  the  Town  is  of  the  mind  to 
appoint  and  authorize  Agents  to  make  answer  to  Messi  John  Morton  and  Xathan 
Dickinson  Complaining  against  the  Town,  relating  to  the  Highways,  and  past  in 
the  affirmative. 

\'oted  That  Capt.  Jonathan  Smith  and  Messi  Ebenezer  Dickinson  and  John 
Nash,  are  appointed  and  authorized,  in  behalf  of  the  Town,  to  appear  and  make 
answer  to  the  complaint  of  Messi  John  Morton  and  Nathan  Dickinson,  relating  to 
the  High-ways,  with  Power  of  Substitution.*' 

Oct.  28,  1756.  Voted  Messi  Ebenezer  Dickinson,  Josiah  Chauncey  and 
Jonathan  Smith  be  appointed  and  authorized  to  appear  and  make  answer,  in  behalf 
of  the  Town,  to  Messi  Xathan  Dickinson  and  John  Morton  in  the  Case  relating 
to  the  Highways." 

Dec.  19.  1759.  Voted  That  the  Committee  appointed  to  make  answer  to  the 
memorial  of  Morton  and  Dickinson  be  Impowered  to  attest  the  memorial  of 
Amherst  in  answer  to  Morton  and  Dickinson,  if  Amherst  Committee  desire  it,  and 
they  apprehend  it  not  prejudicial  to  the  Town." 

At  a  meeting  held  Nov.  29,  1762,  Hadley  appointed  a  committee  to 
make  sale  of  the  town's  right  in  the  sequestered  lands  and  Jan.  10,  1763, 
voted  to  dispose  of  the  right  at  a  vendue.  There  are  few  references  to 
this  case  in  Amherst  records ;  when  the  controversy  began  Amherst  was 
but  a  precinct  and  the  control  of  the  highways  rested  in  the  town.  As 
will  be  noted  in  Hadley  records,  the  town  grew  tired  of  the  contest  in 
1754,  and  voted  to  turn  the  matter  over  to  the  Precinct.  The  hrst  allusion 
to  the  matter  in  Amherst  records  is  found  under  date  of  March  21,  1753, 
when  a  committee  -was  appointed  to  "  take  advice  of  sum  Gentelmen  " 
concerning  the  lands  sequestered  for  highways.  July  5  of  the  same  year  the 
members  of  the  committee  were  instructed  to  take  advice  and  to  act  in  the 
aflair  according  to  their  best  judgment.  Nov.  21,  1759,  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  make  answer  to  the  General  Court  against  tlie  petition  of 
Morton  and  Dickinson.  April  2S,  1762,  a  committee  was  chosen  to  settle 
With  the  Hadley  committee  concerning  the  highways.  Amherst,  both  as  a 
precinct  and  as  a  district,  appears  to  have  aided  Hadley  in  all  possible 
ways  in  the  contest  with  Morton  and  Dickinson,  and  to  have  accepted 
readUy  the  task  of  prosecuting  the  offenders.  To  understand  the  attitude 
assumed  by  Morton  and  Dickinson,  it  may  be  well  to  read  the  following 
abstract  of  an  entry  in  the  General  Court  records,  under  dale  of  October, 

"John  .Morton  and  Xathan  Dickinson  petitioned  tlie  General  Court,  stating 
that  15  years  since  the}-  had  purchased  lands  in  the  third  division,  running  through 
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the  whole  breadth  of  the  division,  and  had  built  on  or  near  the  westernly  end  of 
their  respective  lots.  In  March,  1754,  the  selectmen  of  Hadley  laid  out  a  privato 
way  across  the  whole  breadth  of  petitioners'  lots,  alleging  that  the  land  so  taken 
away  was  the  estate  of  the  tov/n.  Complaint  was  made  to  the  court  of  general 
sessions,  and  in  May,  1757.  was  submitted  to  a  referee;  the  referee  having  con- 
sidered the  case  reported  against  the  complainants."' 

That  Alorton  and  Dickinson  were  not  the  only  persons  who  attempted 
to  add  to  their  possesions  by  taking  land  from  the  highways,  is  shown  by  a 
complaint  made  in  175S  against  Moses  Smith  and  Nathaniel  Kellogg  for 
fencing  in  a  part  of  the  Bay  road  ;  they  were  ordered  to  move  their  fences 
back.  In  1759,  Daniel  Kellogg  was  complained  of  "for  erecting  a  wood 
mansion  house,  log  shop  and  some  fence  upon  the  street  between  the 
second  and  third  divisions  of  the  east  precinct."  Reuben  Dickinson  was 
also  complained  of  for  a  barn  and  fence  in  the  same  street.  In  1754,  a 
road  was  laid  out  through  the  East  Precinct,  Pelham  and  "  Quabbin  to 
Hardwick.  "  Quabbin  "  was  the  original  name  of  the  lands  now  com- 
prised in  the  town  of  Enfield  and  Greenwich.  I'his  road  began  at  the 
upper  end  of  the  "pine  plain  "  in  Hadley.  ran  to  the  "  Hartling  stake 
near  where  the  Amherst  house  now  stands,  crossed  the  second  division 
and  then  went  on  to  Pelham.  It  did  not  follow  the  old  path  all  the  way. 
This  road  then  first  became  a  county  road. 

The  early  settlers  called  the  low  places  between  mountain  peaks 
"cracks",  and  the  paths  or  roads  that  ran  through  them  "crack  roads 
Such  a  path  was  in  existence  before  the  settlenient  of  either  Amherst  or 
South  Hadley  in  what  was  known  as  the  "  Round  Hill  crack  "  where  is 
now  the  highway  betv;een  these  towns.  This  "crack  ''  was  also  known  as 
"^J'urkey  pass "  from  its  use  by  hunters  after  turkeys  and  deer.  The 
"  crack  road  to.  South  Hadley  from  Pine  hill  on  the  Pay  road  in  Amherst 
was  laid  out  in  1762  and  accepted  in  1763. 

In  Judd's  unpublished  mss.  is  found  the  following  account  of  the 
laying  out  of  highways  by  the  selectmen  of  Hadley,  March  18,  1754: 
these,  highways  were  in  the  East  Precinct,  but  the  precinct  records  do  not 
allude  to  this  action  : 

"No.  I.  }>etween  Jonathan  Cowls  and  land  lately  Samuel  Gaylord's,  10  rods 
wide.  This  was  across  first  or  west  division.  It  was  next  to  (jaylord's  lot  which 
was  on  south  side  of  t!ie  road  but  went  10  rods  east  of  (Gaylord's  lot  to  Highway 
No.  2. 

Xo.  2.  P~r(.)in  Mill  river  to  Pay  road,  twenty  rods  wide,  between  hrst  and 
second  divisions.  P<j_;an  nt  a  red  oak  on  the  sidi'  hill  cast  of  the  dug  pA[\)  leading 
to  t'le  bridge  over  Miil  river  below  Ephraim  Kellogg's  mill,  and  e.xtending  to  tlic 
liay  road  on  the  south.  Tile  whole  distance,  exclusive  of  that  from  Daniel  Dick- 
ins(jifs  to  Samuel  C'hurclfs  is  1S13  rods,  hut  not  so  much  in  a  stiaiglit  line.  Tlu^' 
line  crooks  about  in  the  old  40  rods  highway.  Did  not  begin  so  far  north  as  .Mill 
river.  When  these  lots  were  laid  out  in  170J  it  was  called  i960  rods  from  the  liay 
road  to  .Mill  river. 
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Xo.  3.  Highway  north  and  south  between  second  and  third  divisions,  begin- 
ning at  Bay  road  and  going  north  on  west  side  of  road  to  end  of  the  division,  in  all 
i::6S  rods.  This  road  is  i2-rods  wide,  except  a  little  distance  near  Fort  river  it  is 
iS  rods. 

Xo.  4.  Between  Ebenezer  Dickinson's  and  Josiah  Chauncey's  land,  ten  rods 
wide,  east  to  the  road  running  north  and  south  between  second  and  third  divisions. 
Length,  268^  rods. 

Xo.  5.  Between  Jonathan  Dickinson  and  Moses  Warner's  lots,  north  of 
Warner's  lot  X.  ii^-  E.  20  rods  made  breadth  of  the  road — then  E.  ii'^  S.  100  rods, 
thence  E.  17-  S.  144  rods  to  S.  E.  corner  of  Jonathan  Dickinson's  lot,  then  S.  17-" 
W.  to  Moses  Warner's  X.  E.  corner  iG  rods.  '  Thence  back  on  Warners  land  to 
beginning  -only  244  rods  long.    (W^as  not  this  the  Foots'  Folly  road?) 

Xo.  6.  Between  Solomon  Boltwood  and  Simeon  Clark.  Began  6  rods  X.  of 
Simeon  Clark's  X.  W.  corner;  then  E.  5^  X.  100  rods  on  S.  side  of  road;  then  E. 
30-  X.  72  rods  to  X.  side  of  road,  which  ends  i  rod  S.  of  William  Boltwood's  south 
door:  thence  4^'  S.  76  rods  on  X.  side  of  road  :  thence  S.  11^  W.  20  rods  to  the 
''Hartling  Stake  "  on  S.  side  of  road.  Road  20  rods  wide  in  every  part.  (This  is 
the  old  X.  road — present  road  at  X.  end  of  square,  that  is,  it  was  part  of  Hadley 
X.  road  to  Amherst.) 

Xo.  7.  Between  Moses  Cook  and  Xathaniel  Coleman.  Began  S.  ir-  W.  20 
rods,  from  X.  Coleman's  S.  E.  corner:  tlien  W.  5-  X.  247  rods  on  S.  side  of  the 
road  to  W.  end  20  rods  wide. 

Xo.  8.  Between  John  Dickinson's  and  Ebenezer  William's  land.  Began  at 
William's  S.  E.  corner,  run  W.  9-  X.  through  the  division  Road  10  rods  wide  south 
of  this  line. 

Xo.  9.  Lies  on  S.  side  of  John  Keets"  land  and  runs  through  the  third  divis- 
ion, 2  rods  wide.    Corner,  E.  loi  S. 

Two  of  the  highways  ran  X.and  S.:  6  were  across  the  tirst  and  second  divisions 
(3  each  probably)  and  one  across  the  eastern  division."' 

The  old  "Middle  road,"  froni  rear  of  the  "pine  plain  "  homelots  to 
the  line  of  Amherst,  was  laid  out  in  the  path  called  the  "middle  highway," 
Oct.  26,  1769,  by  the  selectmen  of  Hadley. 

Osmyn  Baker,  in  a  conversation  with  Mr.  Judd  in  1S5S,  said  that 
when  he  was  young  the  house  of  his  grandfather,  Elijah  Baker,  and  that  of 
Gen.  Mattoon's  father  stood  on  opposite  sides  of  the  street,  where  they  are 
placed  on  the  plan  of  the  town  drawn  about  1770  and  before  alluded  to. 
This  was  the  end  of  inhabitants  on  that  road  and  tlie  land  north  was  poor. 
There  were  no  houses  for  three-quarters  of  a  mile  north  of  Elijah  Baker's  ; 
the  road  then  stopped  and  did  not  go  to  ^^l!l  river  but  turned  off  each  way 
to  the  east  and  west  and  these  cross-roads  were  inhabited.  In  17SS  anew 
road  was  laid  out  from  Sunderland  to  tiie  Bay  road,  passing  through  the 
third  division  in  a  diagonal  course.  It  is  supposed  that  this  road  followed 
tlie  general  lines  of  West  Pleasant  street.  Shays  street  and  the  road  to 
Eogtown. 

Jan.  7,  1750.  Madle\-  appointed  a  committee  to  build  a  bridge  in  the 
'Ihird   Precinct,  "over  the  Gutter  in  the  Street  near  William  Miuray's 
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house."  Aug.  3,  1761,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  make  a  plan  of  the 
land  where  a  bridge  over  the  Mill  river,  near  Joseph  Clary's,  .was  thought 
to  be  needful,  and  also  of  the  highway  in  that  place. 

The  first  mention  of  highways  in  the  Third  Precinct'  records  is  founci 
■under  date  of  March  10,  1735-6,  when  it  was  voted  that  highway  work 
should  be  done  by  "  heads  and  Teams,"  and  that  a  team  should  be  equal 
to  a  hand  per  day.    March  16,  173S,  it  was  voted  that  highway  work  should 
be  done  by  ''pools,"  i.  e.  polls.    This  vote  was  repeated  in  1740  and  1742. 
but  in  1743  it  was  voted  that  the  highway  work  should  be  brought  into  a 
rate.    The  prices  allowed  for  highway  work  rose  and  fell  with  the  fluctua- 
ting value  of  the  currency.    The  highest  prices  paid  were  in  the  spring 
and  summer  months.    The  same  sum  was  allowed  for  a  man  as  for  a  team. 
In  1765;  Amherst  voted  for  repairs  (in  labor)  ^30,  in  1777,  ^^40:  in  17S3. 
jC6o;  in  1784,  £-jo;  in   1791,  ^100.    Surveyors  of  highways  were  first 
appointed  in  1763.    In  1774,  it  was  voted  that  the  highways  should  be 
put  in  equal  repair  witli  the  county  roads. "  Jan.  2,  1769,  Amherst  appointed 
a  committee  to  ascertain  the  bounds  of  the  tow-nways  in  the  district,  to  erect 
sufficient  boundaries,  and  to  prosecute  persons  who  had  made  encroach- 
ments on  the  highways.    Highways  were  discontinued  from  time  to  time 
and  new  ones  laid  out.    Damages  were  claimed  and  allowed  to  individuals 
for  roads  laid  out  over  their  Land,  and  there  were  frequent  exchanges  of 
land  for  highway  purposes.    In  1799,  the  Sixth  Massachusetts  Turnpike 
corporation  was  chartered  for  the  construction  of  a  road  from  the  east  line 
of  Amherst  to  Worcester,  passing  through  the  towns  of  Pelham,  Green- 
Avich,  Hardwick,  New  Braintree,  Oakham,  Rutland.  Holden,  and  Worcester, 
and  uniting  with  the  "great  road  in  Shrewsbury,"  leading  from  New  York 
to  Boston. 


CHAPTER  Vlll. 


Innkeepers.  —  Cemetery  anfj  1V)wn  Lot.  —  Occupations.  —  Pauper 
K  X  P  E  N  s  I  ■:  s . — N  E  ( ;  R  o  E  s . — P  h  \-  s  i  c  i  a  n  s . — L  A  w  E  R  s . 

The  first  innkeeper  in  the  Third  Precinct  was  Kbenczer  Kellogg,  from 
1734  to  1737,  and  again  from  175?  to  1757.  Prom  174410  i  7 56,  Kphr.iiiu 
Kellogg,  brother  to  Kbenezer,  kei)t  an  inn.  I'rom  1757  to  177  i.  Mo>e> 
Warner  kept  an  inn  near  the  meeting-house,  which  proved  a  great  conven- 
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ience  for  the  hungry  and  thirsty  voters  at  district  meetings.  From  17 58  to 
1766,  ]\Ioses  Smith  kept  an  inn  on  the  Ray  road.  From  1758  to  1763,  Alex- 
ander Smith  kept  an  inn  on  the'highway  between  the  first  and  second  divis- 
ions, south  of  the  meeting-house.  Among  the  other  innkeepers  in  the  earUer 
history  of  the  town  were  Martin  Kellogg,  177  1-73  ;  Gideon  Parsons,  1 7  77-7S; 
Elisha  Ingram,  1779-S2;  Oliver  Clapp,  177S-S5;  Seth  Wales,  1779-S0; 
])aniel  Cooley,  17S0;  Fzra  Rood,  1779-84;  Nathaniel  Dickinson,  1781  ; 
Nathaniel  Dickinson.  Jr., 17S3-S5  ;  David  Trowbridge,  1781-S2  ;  Joseph  Pet- 
tis, 1783-8S  ;  Nathaniel  Peck,  17S5-S7  ;  John  Belden,  1787.  The  old  inns  or 
taverns  were  a  peculiar  feature  of  early  life  in  New  England.  ^Nlost  of  them 
were  simply  large  dwelling-houses,with  two  or  three"spare"'rooms  where  trav- 
elers could  lodge  for  the  night,  and  find  a  supply  of  food  and  drink.  More 
attention  was  paid  to  supplying  the  wants  of  the  thirsty  than  of  the 
hungry.  The  bill  of  fare  was  simple  but  substantial  and  the  prices  charged 
were  reasonable.  But  unpretentious  as  were  these  country  taverns,  they 
were  the  center  of  social  life  in  the  community."  Here  were  held  the  old- 
fashioned  country  dances,  and  here  after  the  cows  were  milked  and  the 
"  chores  "  done  for  the  night  the  farmers  assembled  to  discuss  neighbor- 
hood matters,  talk  politics,  smoke  their  pipes  and  season  their  discussions 
with  New  f^ngland  rum.  Plere  the  village  oracle  established  his  head- 
quarters, relating  anecdotes  of  earlier  days  and  giving  opinions  on  matters 
of  politics,  theology,  and  social  economics  that  had  behind  them  the 
authority  that  comes  of  years  and  of  experience. 

The  early  settlers  in  New  England  were  a  temperate  people,  but  most 
of  them  came  from  England  where  indulgence  in  intoxicants  was  general. 
Following  the  custom  prevalent  in  the  mother  country,  licenses  to  sell 
liquor  were  granted,- but  only  to  persons  of  approved  standing  in  the  com- 
munity. The  common  drinks  were  wine  and  beer,  until  rum  was  brought 
from  the  West  Indies.  Peer  was  first  made  from  imported  malt,  but  later 
on  of  malt  made  from  grain  raised  in  the  settlements.  Cider  was  used  as 
a  beverage  from  an  early  date,  and  from  its  cheapness  and  the  ease  with 
which  it  could  be  manufactured  became  a  common  drink.  Flip",  made 
of  beer,  sugar  and  spirits,  was  introduced  near  the  close  of  the  seventeenth 
century;  it  soon  became  a  favorite  tipple.  Drinking  in  moderation  was  a 
general  custom,  sanctioned  by  public  sentiment.  Liquor  played  a  promi- 
nent part  at  ''raisings"  and  in  nearly  all  public  celebrations.  Inhere  was 
sonie  drunkenness,  but  little  of  an  otlensi\e  ch;iracter,  and  ap[)arentl}-,  in 
tile  earlier  years,  little  poverty  or  sufiering  resulting  from  it. 

Retailers  of  liquors  were  licensed  aside  from  ta\ern-keepers.  and  of 
these  Amherst  seems  to  ha\e  had  more  tlian  its  proportionate  share. 
Jndd  in  his  unpul)lished  mss.  gi\es  the  following  list  of  25  men  who  were 
licensed  retailers  in  Amherst  between  tlie  years  1759  and  1784:  Josiah 
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Chaimcey,  1759-67  ;  Peter  Smith,  1759-60  ;  Nathaniel  Coleman,  1761-C2 . 
Elisha  Ingram,  1766-73  ;  John  Field,  176S-73  ;  Eli  Parker,  1773  ;  Solomon 
Boltwood,  1773;  Elijah  Smith,  1783;  Jacob  McDaniel,  17S3-85  ;  Elijah 
Hastings,  17S8;  Ephraim  Kellogg,  17S3  ;  Moses  Rowe,  1783:  Simeon 
Peck,  17S2;  Samuel  Peck,  1783  ;  Stephen  Smith,  1785-87  ;  Chiliab  Smith. 
1778  ;  Thomas  Bascom,  1778  ;  Moses  Cook,  1779-87  ;  Zebina  Montague. 
1784-88:  Ebenezer  Mattoon,  Jr.,  1779-80;  ElishaSmith,  1780-81  ;  John 
Nash,  1784;  Andrew  Kimball,  1785-88;  Ebenezer  Boltwood,  1 782-S,s ; 
Eli  Putnam,  17S2-84.  In  1789,  Seth  Wait,  Nathaniel  Peck,  Joseph  Petii> 
and  Oliver  Clapp  were  innkeepers;  in  1 790,  Gideon  Parsons.  In  17S5. 
John  Nash  kept  a  tavern  near  where  the  house  of  Mrs.  Edward  I'uckerir/an 
now  stands.  Some  of  these  ta\'erns  or  inns  had  more  than  a  local  celebrity 
and  were  closely  connected  with  public  events  of  great  importance.  Of 
such  was  the  old  Clapp  tavern  '"  at  East  Amherst,  a  sketch  of  which  will 
be  given  in  connection  with  the  events  of  the  Revolutionary  war  and  the 
Shays  rebellion. 

In  January,  1730,  the  Town  of  Hadley  voted  to  its  "  east  inhabitants  " 
liberty  for  a  burying  place  and  appointed  a  committee  to  lay  it  out ;  in 
March  of  the  same  year  the  committee  reported  that  they  had  laid  out  an 
acre  and  twenty  rods  of  land  ''joyning  on  Nath'l  Church's  lot  west."" 
This,  with  additions  made  later  on,  connprised  the  land  in  the  old  *'\\'csi 
cemetery."  From  time  to  time  the  inhabitants  of  the  Precinct.  District  and 
Town  passed  votes  in  relation  to  fencing  and  caring  for  this  cemetery. 
The  first  person  to  be  buried  there  was  John  Scott,  who  died  Oct.  3,  1737- 
aged  27.  He  was  a  schoohteacher  and  came  from  the  "  Elbows  ",  now 
Palmer.  March  14,  1764,  it  was  voted  to  provide  a  grave  cloth  for  the  use 
of  the  district.  Hearses  for  conveying  the  dead  to  the  cemeteries  were 
unknown  in  this  section  until  the  beginning  of  the  19th  century.  There  is 
a  story  to  the  effect  that  when  Deacon  Eleazer  Mattoon  died  in  1767  the 
snow  was  so  deep  upon  the  ground  it  was  proposed  to  draw  his  body  to  the 
cemetery,  two  miles  distant,  upon  a  hand-sled,  but  the  Rev.  David  Parsons 
would  not  listen  to  the  proposition  and  the  bearers  placed  the  cotfm  upon 
their  shoulders  and  walked  with  it  through  the  snow  the  entire  distance  to 
the  place  of  burial. 

Amherst  had  a  town-lot,  that  embraced  some  of  the  land  upon  which 
the  Amherst  College  buildings  now  stand,  and  extended  to  the  north  anu 
south.    March  5,  1739,  the  town  of  Hadley  passed  tiie  following  vote: 

"\'oted  an  addition  to  the  West  end  of  the  '["own  Lot  Lyini;  in  the  3''  I'reeinct 
of  Hadley,  .said  addition  to  Extend  twenty  two  rod  west  upon  the  north  side  oi 
said  Lot  and  twenty  rod  on  South  side  t)f  said  Lot,  and  said  addition  to  Extend 
ff)ur  rod  north  against  Nathaniel  .Smith's  lot." 
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This  town  lot  or  common  was  partly  a  swamp  and  partly  s^rown  up  to 
white  birch;  it  was  used  as  a  pasture  ground  for  cattle.  On  the  east  side 
there  was  a  goose-pond  skirted  with  alders. 

The  Kelloggs,  who  were  the  first  innkeepers,  seem  also  to  have  been 
the  hrst  to  engage  in  milling.  The  lirst  grist-mill  was  owned  by  Kphraim 
Kellogg  and  was  situated  "far  up  on  Mill  river."  IMarch  3,  1740,  Hadley 
"granted  to  Nathaniel  Kellogg  liberty  to  erect  a  saw  mill  on  ]\Iill  river  at 
the  place  called  the  biggest  falls.''  In  1744,  Xathaniel  Kellogg  had  a  corn- 
mill  on  Mill  river,  340  rods  north  of  the  upper  end  of  the  second  division. 
There  was  a  mill  on  Fort  river  prior  to  174S,  but  the  nanie  of  the  owner  is 
not  recorded.  In  1741,  Hadley  voted  that  "  15  rods  wide  of  the  highway 
joining  south  on  Jacob  \\'arner,  leading  through  the  second  tier,  should  be 
given  up  to  the  P'.ast  Precinct,  they  to  dispose  of  it  to  Aaron  Warner  to 
encourage  him  to  set  up  a  blacksmith's  trade  among  them."'  There  were 
few  traders  in  the  settlement ;  in  1764,  Ephraim  Kellogg  traded  in  molasses, 
salt,  rum,  etc.  Between  1759  and  1764,  Josiah  Ghauncey  and  Elisha  Ingram 
were  licensed  to  sell  tea,  coffee  and  chinaware. 

The  expense  of  caring  for  the  poor  was  small.  Jonathan  Atherton 
suffered  from  stone  in  the  bladder,  which  when  extracted  by  surgeons  in 
1 743  weighed  three  ounces  ;  he  was  aided  by  the  precinct  and  by  individuals. 
Of  the  French  people  who  were  driven  from  their  homes  in  Xova  Scotia 
and  dispersed  among  the  British  colonies  in  1755  and  1756,  nearl)-  a  thou- 
sand came  to  Massachusetts  and  one  family  was  sent  to  Hadley  in  1761. 
They  were  known  as  "  French  neutrals  "  and  were  supported  by  the  tow  n.. 
Amherst  contributed  to  their  support  and  in  1767  appropriated  50  shillings 
to  aid  in  sending  them  to  Canada.  Daniel  Smith  was  insane  for  many  years 
and  was  partly  supported  by  Hadley  and  partly  by  Amherst.  In  the 
Province  laws,  under  date  of  Jan.  12,  1759,  by  the  same  act  that  erected 
the  Second  Precinct  into  a  district,  it  was  ordered  that  Daniel  Smith,  "an 
indigent  person  in  said  town,  be  supported  at  the  Expence  of  the  Town  of 
Hadley  and  of  said  District  in  equal  Moieties."  In  1 7 79  and  after,  Moses 
Hawley  and  wife,  and  in  17S9,  widow  Mehitable  Smith,  received  aid  from 
the  town.  In  1S07,  Aaron  Kellogg,  insane,  and  Caesar  Prutt,  an  aged 
negro,  were  put  up  at  \-endue  and  the  former  v. as  bid  off  for  a  year  at  550 
and  the  latter  at  S65.  In  17S9,  the  town  appropriated  £()  for  the  support 
of  the  poor;  in  1793,  £20;  in  iSoi,  575,  and  in  1809,  S150. 

In  1765,  there  were  six  negroos  in  Aniher>t  ;  three  at  least  were  owned 
as  slaves,  one  by  J(isiah  Chauncey,  one  In'  John  .Adams  and  one  by 
I'.phraim  Kelk;gg.  There  were  other  skweholders  in  earlier  \-ears.  In 
^738.  Zecivariah  I'ield  liad  a  sla\e  \alucd  at  /'130.  Ebenezcr  Kellogg 
owned  slaves.  Richard  Chauncey,  John  Ingram,  Sr.  and  Daniel  Kellogg 
iu\d  each  a  negro,  probably  a  slave. 
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Nathaniel  Smith  was  the  first  resident  physician  in  the  Third  P^recirn::. 
where  he  practiced  his  profession  until  his  death  in  17S9.  Dr.  Crouch 
Hadley  also  had  considerable  practice  in  the  East  Precinct.  Physiciar.N 
in  the  early  days  used  medicines  of  undoubted  strength  if  notefficac\. 
With  them  it  was  frequently  a  case  of  kill  or  cure.  Bleeding  and  bli^tc:- 
ing  were  standard  remedies  for  almost  every  known  or  unknown  ailment : 
calomel  was  in  high  repute.  I'hey  also  used  medicines  that  at  the  prescri: 
>day  are  unknown  to  the  pharmacopoeia.  In  1762,  Dr.  Crouch  paid  \:\\- 
.shillings,  old  tenor,  to  David  Blodgett  of  Amherst  for  live  snake  baii- 
these  balls  were  made  of  parts  of  the  rattlesnake  and  were  esteemed  in 
possess  great  medicinal  virtues.  Seth  Coleman  began  the  practice  (A 
medicine  in  Amherst  in  1767  and  died  in  1S16.  William  Kittredge  v.as 
physician  here  in  17S4,  remaining  but  a  few  years.  Perhaps  the  mos: 
noted  of  the  earlier  physicians  of  Amherst  was  Dr.  Robert  Cutler,  who 
began  to  practice  in  Pelham,  in  1770,  removed  to  Amherst  before  17S7  ar,d 
did  not  die  until  1S35.  Residents  of  Amherst  now'  living  remember  well  old 
Dr.  Cutler.  Samuel  Gamwell  practiced  his  profession  in  Amherst  as  early 
as  1793. 

The  first  justice  of  the  peace  in  Amherst  was  josiah  Chauncey. 
appointed  about  175S,  the  second,  Simeon  Strong,  in  176S.  Simecn 
Strong  was  one  of  the  most  noted  of  men  who  have  resided  in  Amher.-i. 
He  was  son  of  Xehemiah  Strong  and  was  born  ]\Iarch  6,  1736,  in  Xortii- 
ampton.  He  removed  with  his  father's  family  to  Amherst  in  1741,  was 
graduated  from  Yale  College  in  the  class  of  '56,  read  law  with  Col.  Wor- 
thington  of  Springfield,  was  representative  to  the  General  Court  in  176; 
and  1769,  and  senator  in  1792  and  1793,  arose  to  great  eminence  in  h:> 
profession  and  in  1800  was  appointed  one  of  the  justices  of  the  ?vla>-. 
supreme  court.  He  died  while  in  office.  Dec.  14,  1805.  He  was  one  or 
the  incorporators  of  an  association  chartered  in  1792  for  the  purpose  oi 
building  canals  around  the  falls  in  the  Connecticut  river  at  South  Hadley 
and  Turners  Falls.  His  son  Simeon,  born  Feb.  22,  1764,  was  graduated 
from  Vale  College  in  1786  and  practiced  law  in  Conway  and  Amherst. 
Another  son,  Solomon,  born  March  2,  1780.  was  graduated  from  William- 
College  in  1798,  practiced  law  in  Royalston.  Athol,  Westminster  and  Leoiu- 
inster,  was  member  of  Congress  1815-19;  in  1S19  was  appointed  judge  ui 
the  circuit  court  of  common  pleas  and  in  182 1  judge  of  the  court  oi 
■  common  pleas,  a  position  he  held  until  1842.  I'wo  oilier  sons  of  Juclg<- 
Strong,  Flezekiah  and  John,  practiced  law  in  Amherst.  Potli  Josial: 
Chauncey  and  Simeon  Strong  lost  their  office  as  justices  because  they  w  cu' 
unfriendly  lo  the  cause  of  the  Revolution,  and  in  their  stead  were  appointed, 
in  1775,  Mo.scs  Dickinson;  in  1781.  Nathaniel  Dickinson,  jr..  and  in  1783. 
l"".bene/er  .Mattcjon,  Jr. 
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CHAPTER  IX. 


{  KENCH   AND  INDIAN  WaRS.  An   OlD  LawSUIT.  AmHERST  TrOOPS  IN. 

THE  Wars. — Petitions  for  Relief. — Militia  Company. 

In  1744,  some  hfteen  years  after  the  first  settlement  was  made  at  East- 
Ilaclley.  war  between  Great  Britain  and  France  began  in  Europe  and  soon 
extended  to  the  colonies.  In  this,  as  in  the  earlier  wars,  France  made 
.lilies  of  the  Indians.  To  guard  against  attacks  from  the  savages  Massa- 
chusetts maintained  garrisons  at  Heath,  Rowe,  and  "  East  Hoosuck",  after- 
wards Adams.  There  was  also  a  fort  garrisoned  by  Massachusetts  men  at.  . 
(..'harlestown,  X.  H.,  which  was  attacked  in  April,  1747,  and  bravely 
defended.  Among  the  garrison  were  five  men  from  Hadley  South  and 
Fast  Precincts,  Eleazer  Smith,  William  Eoltwood,- Nehemiah  Dickinson, 
Nathaniel  Church,  Jr.,  and  Ebenezer  Dickinson.  In  a  list  of  mounted 
soldiers  that  went  in  quest  of  the  enemy  to  Capt.  Bridgman's  fort,  above 
Xorthfield,"  under  command  of  Captain  Seth  Dwight,  (3ct.  22,  1747,  and 
were  out  six  days,  are  found  the  names  of  Sergeant  Solomon  Eoltwood, 
Joseph  Clary,  Aaron  Smith,  Pelatiah  Smith,  Hezekiah  Belding,  Samuel 
Ingram  and  William  Eoltwood. 

As  a  result  of  the  scouting  expedition  to  the  north  in  October,  1747, 
a  lawsuit  was  brought  by  Ephraim  Kellogg  against  Solomon  Eoltwood, 
uhich  was  among  the  celebrated  cases  of  the  time.  Lieut.  Eoltwood  was 
ordered  to  go  with  a  detachment  of  men  to  the  relief  of  the  people  on  the 
northern  frontiers,  who  had  been  assaulted  by  the  enemy.  The  order  was- 
;.;iven  by  Lieut.  Jonathan  Smith  of  Fladley,  who  procured  Ephraim  Kellogg's 
mare  for  Eoltwood  to  ride  on.  Soon  after,  Kellogg  sued  Eoltwood,  claim- 
ing that  the  latter  had  rode  the  mare  so  severely  she  was  in  agreat  measiive 
rained.  The  matter  came  before  the  courts  and  agreat  mass  of  evidence 
v-as  taken.  Among  the  witnesses  was  Isaac  Hubbard,  who  testified  as 
follows  : 

In  October  I  happened  to  be  at  the  House  of  Charles  WriL;ht  when  IM'  Sol- 
omon lioltwood  and  Company  returned  from  up  the  Country  the  time  when  Mr. 
lioltwood  had  Ephraim  Kelli:»;j:.L;s  mare  and  there  1  heard  one  of  the  Conipany 
"^'-ttin:^  forth  how  I-'xceedin-^  c[uick  they  came  from  Sunderland;  and  Allho  I 
Cannot  Sx)eak  Positively  Concerning;  the  Xuml^er  of  .Minutes,  yet  I  well  Remember 
that  in  the  time  of  it  I  made  a  Calculation  how  far  they  would  Ride  in  one  Hour 
•liid  I  Remember  it  was  Above  Twenty  Six  mile  so  that  it  must  be  made  Ten 
minnits  the  Space  they  Rode  was  four  miles  So  Call''  by  livery  one  that  is 
Acfiuainted  wii!i  the  Rhoad  :  and  went  out  of  tiu^  House  and  viewc'  the  Horses- 
;ind  found  thty  .Sweat  J^xceeflinij.Iy  and  >mok''  ver)'  nuicii." 
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A  mare  that  could  cover  four  miles  of  poor  roadway  in  ten  minutes 
must  have  been  considered  a  very  valuable  animal  in  those  days,  aiul  it  is 
small  wonder  that  her  owner  desired  a  round  sum  to  recompense  him  for 
her  -'ruin".  l]ut  Jonathan  Smith  testified  for  the  defence,  his  evidence 
goinc^  io  show  the  nnire  was  little  injured.  His  testimon\'  v/as,  in  brief, 
that  he  was  the  officer  that  sent  out  the  party  for  the  relief  of  the  frontiers, 
by  order  of  Col.  1-orter,  in  the  fall  of  the  year  1747.  ^Ir,  Solomon  15olt- 
wood  was  the  head  of  the  party  and  he  rode  upon  Kphraim  Kellogg's 
mare.  After  their  return,  hearing  that  Kellogg  complained  that  his  mare 
was  abused,  he  took  notice  of  her  from  time  to  time  and  ne\'er  saw  her 
otherwise  to  appearance  than  sound  and  well.  She  was  then  with  foal, 
had  aftenvards  a  likely  colt,  and  to  all  appearances  remained  sound  up  to 
the  time  of  the  trial.  The  case  was  before  the  courts  for  a  long  time,  was 
left  out  to  arbitrators  and  finally  settled  b\-  agreement. 

In  the  company  under  (^ipt.  William  L\-man  at  Fort  Massachusetts  in 
"East  Hoosuck"'  in  1747-48  were  William  Murra\- and  Isaac  (lOodale.  In 
the  company  of  Capt.  William  Williams,  out  from  March  10  to  Oct.  20, 
1 74S,  Vv'ere  Jonathan  Dickinson,  l\leazer  Mattoon  and  Aaron  Smith.  In 
Col.  Joseph  Dwight's  comixan\-,  on  the  Western  frontiers  from  Aug.  7  to 
21.  174S,  were  the  following  from  tlie  h'.ast  Precinct:  luisign  Solomon 
Ikjltwood,  Corp'l  Joseph  Hawley,  Josiah  Chauncey,  Kbenezer  Dickinson, 
Kbenezer  Kellogg,  \\"illiam  I'oltwood,  John  Ingram  and  Nathaniel  Church, 
Jr.  There  were,  probal)lv,  men  from  the  'Hiird  Precinct  of  IIadle\'  in  the 
arni}'  that  besieged  and  captured  Pouisburg  in  1745,  but  their  names  are 
not  known.  Soldiers  were  enlisted  for  this  expedition  in  all  the  Hampshire 
comU}'  towns.  This  war  continued  until  1748,  when  it  was  ended  by  the 
treaty  of  Aix  la  Chapelle. 

'Idle  last-  of  the  iM-ench  and  Pulian  wars  was  begun  in  i  7 54,  continu- 
ing for  ncail)-  ten  \-ears.  Many  men  from  the  I\ast  Precinct  took  part  in 
the  struggle.  I  n  the  compan)-  commanded  bv  ("apt.  Israel  Williams  in 
1  754-55  were  Corp'ls  Nathan  1  )ickinson  and  Prcserx'ed  Clapp.  A  part  of  this 
company  went  to  Huntstown  (now  Ashfield)  to  guard  the  inhabitants  wldlc 
the}'  weie  gathering  their  corn.  In  1755,  an  expedition  was  undertaken  b\- 
the  I-Jigli.-.h  against  Crown  i'oint,  a  l'"rei!ch  foilress  on  Pake  Civamplain. 
(  "apt,  Moses  Pcnler  of  Hadley  led  a  compan}-  in  this  expedition  and  among 
the  men  under  his  command  were  the  following  from  the  l'',ast  i'recinct  : 
Serg't  Reuben  J  )it  kinson,  I  )a\  id  !  )ickiiisc)n,  1  )a\-id  Smith,  lonatlian 
M(>fj(l\',  h'-,  Nnthaniel  i)i(kinson.  Preserved  ('la])p;  in  a  (oinp.in\'  under 
(,"apt.  i''Tiah  Smith  (if  '-("old  Spring"  (  P.eleherlown )  wcie  pj.^iali  ( 'h.uin- 
ccy.  Samue-i  ( 'utler.  ()ri\er  ("owls.  Abiier  Dow,  i''.lea/er  lPu\vo(;(l,  Piiilip 
Ingi-am;  in  Thonnis  I'.d  ward's  compa  inof  ("ol.  piseph  Dwight's  regiment 
were  Josejjh  ('larw  Daxid   I  )i(  Isinsoii,  ()h\c'r  ('owls,   Samuel   lPiwle\-,  |r. 
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;ul  his  son  Elijah.  The  latter  died  previous  to  March  19,  1757.  His 
i  'A\hcr  received,  by  order  of  the  General  Court,  "  the  full  allowance  for  his 
i  .  ii's  subsistence  on  his  return  from  ye  army  at  Lake  George  in  1755." 
I  !;;  Lieut.  Jonathan  Dickinson's  company,  Col.  Israel  Williams'  regiment, 
*  ..illed  out  to  defend  the  Western  frontiers  when  Fort  William  Henry  was 
!■  r>ieged  in  1 75 7,  were  Lieut.  Jonathan  Dickinson,  Nehemiah  Dickinson 
f  i  ;:ul  Abner  .Adams.  In  Col.  Williams'  regiment  at  Charlemont  from  Jan. 
f  to  Nov.  30,  1757,  were  Nathaniel  Dickinson,  Jonathan  ]\Ioody,  Asahel 
Moody,  Justus  Williams  and  Simeon  Smith.  In  Lieut.  Joseph  Billings' 
>  I'jiipany  that  marched  to  the  relief  of  Fort  \\'illiam  Henry  when  it  was 
:ut*sted  in  1 757  were  John  Billing,  Samuel  Church  and  Jolm  Nash.  In 
175S,  an  expedition  was  organized  for  the  invasion  of  Canada,  and  a  regi- 
:i;vnt  was  raised  in  Hampshire  county  by  Col.  Israel  Williams  for  this 
-rfvice.  In  Elisha  Pomeroy's  company,  among  the  men  who  enlisted  in 
.  \j)ril  and  May  and  were  paid  on  an  average  for  45  days'  service,  were 
i  (  urporals  David  Smith  and  Joseph  Dickinson  and  Oliver  Cowls,  David 
I  .Dickinson,  Noadiah  Lewis,  Thomas  Morton,  Caesar  Prutt  and  Justus 
I  Williams.  Others  from  the  East  Precinct  who  took  part  in  this  expedition 
I  were  Nathan  Dickinson,  Jr.,  John  Keet,  Jr.,  Micah  Guilford,  Alexander 
f  Smith,  Abner  How,  Moses  Warner,  David  Blodgett,  Lemuel  Moody,  Eli 
j  <  oiton,  Paul  Guilford,  Charles  Chauncey,  Samuel  Graham,  Eleazar  Har- 
I  V, ood,  Isaac  Ward,  Abner  Flow,  Charles  Wright,  Philip  Ingram.  In  Selah 
I;>irnard's  company  in  1760  were  Ebenezer  Flarwood,  Solomon  Saw  tell, 
'  Micah  Guilford,  Benjaniin  Harwood,  Zechariah  Harwood,  Simeon  Rude, 
[       i.ihtfz  Snow,  Josiah  Chauncey.    Aaron  Smith,  Jr.  was  in  Major  Roger's 

Rangers,  and  was  captured  near  Ticonderoga,  March  13,  1758. 
^  A  list  of  those  from  the  East  Precinct  who  took  part  in  this  war,  com- 

i  -icd  by  Judd,  contains  the  following  names  that  do  not  appear  above  : 
•  -!ijah  Baker,  Peletiah  Bucknam,  Benjamin  Bucknam.  Nehemiah  Flow, 
l>.vac  Temple,  Nathan  Davis,  Simeon  Walker,  John  Gould.  In  the  fight- 
'•■'■'^  in  the  vicinity  of  Lake  George,  Sept.  8,  1755,  Zebadiah  Williams, 
■'  pt-rhaps  of  Amher.-^t,"  was  killed. 

There  is  no  niinule  concerning  these  wars  in  the  precinct  records, 
'-"imties  were  paid  by  the  go\-ernmcnt  to  the  soldiers  who  enlisted  for  the 
'  '-iK-ditions  against  Louisburg  and  Crown  Point  ;  most  of  those  who 
■  '',i>Mgc'd  in  the  service  were  young  men,  attracted  by  the  liberal  pay  and 
•'•t'l  a  dt;sire  to  traN'ci  and  sec  something  of  the  world. 

Soon  after  the  c\(>^c  of  the  Frencli  and  Indian  wars  the  (iencral  Court 
tloodcd  with  petiti(;ns  f(^r  aid  l)y  relati\cs  of  soldiers  who  had  been 
•^■Ih-d,  wounded,  or  carried  into  captivity.     The  following,  on  hie  among 
••a-  ^taiL-  archives,  were  presented  b\-  residents  of  Pelham  and  l*",asi  I  Lidley  : 
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"  Petition  of  John  Conkey  of  Pelham  &  Aaron  Smith,  Sr.  of  Hadley,  to  ■ 
Hon.  Andrew  Oliver'of  Boston,  secretary  for  the  province. 

Pelham  Sept'''  y''  19"^  1738. 

Honoured  Sir  j- 

In  as  much  as  there  is  notification  to  those  that  have  their  relations  in  Capi;, 
to  make  it  known  to  you  

These  are  therefore  to  inform  that  my  son  Joshua  Conkey  of  Pelham  ,. 
Aaron  Smith  of  Hadley  who  were  in  the  Publick  Service  under  Major  Roger.-... 
was  taken  the  13'^'  of  ]\Iarch  last  Near  Ticonderoga  and  as  we  are  informed  .. 
alive  now  in  Keneda  we  therefor  pray  that  you  will  take  proper  Care  that  they 
brought  home  as  soon  as  may  be  which  is  all  at  present  from  your  Hun: 
Servants. 

John  Cox key 
Aaron  Smith,  Sen'" 

March  19,  1760,  Petition  of  Isaac  Ward, 

"  Whereas  my  Son  Isaac  Ward  of  Captain  Elijah  Smith's  Company  was. 
November  last,  left  Sick  at  Crown  Point,  without  any  Provincial,  being  allov/tii : 
Stay,  to  take  care  of  Plim:  upon  receiving  Information  thereof,  I  was  at  the  Char, 
of  Sending  two  men  to  his  relief;  who  proceeded  as  far  as  Green  Bush  with  t;.; 
horses,  and  finding  it  impractable  to  Cross  the  Lake  at  that  Time  Returned  Hon 
again,  without  Getting  any  Intelligence  of  my  Said  Son;  whereupon  I  Sentanot:/ 
nian  who  went  with  his  horse  as  far  as  Said  Green  Bush  where  he  got  Intellige:: 
that  my  Said  Son  Died  about  the  twentieth  Day  of  December  last,  and  So  rr 
ceeded  no  further;  and  as  my  Said  Son  is  made  up  in  Said  Captain  Smith's  .Must- 
Roll,  many  Days  Short  of  the  Time  when  he  Died — 

I  Humbly  Pray  that  Your  Excellency  and  Your  Honours  would  Graciou.-' 
Grant  what  You  in  Your  Wisdom  Shall  Judge  reasonable  for  the  Charge  I  was . 
on  account  of  my  Said  Son  :  and  also  Wages  for  him  from  the  Time  he  was 
up  to  in  Said  Captain  Smiths  Muster-Roll  to  the  Time  of  his  Death.'' 

This  was  accompanied  by  a  bill  of  expenses  amounting  to  over  ^,  1 
the  General  Court  allowed  him  /"6,  2,  4. 

May  23,  1764,  Benjamin  Rhoades  petitioned  the  Governor,  Count 
and  General  Court  for  pay  for  the  loss  of  the  serYices  of  his  appreni;^ 
Thomas  Qniggle,  who  was  a  priYate  soldier  at  Crown  Point  and  afterwai^ 
at  Ticonderoga,  when,  being  sent  by  his  officers  after  some  provisions  "  i' 
froze  his  feet  in  so  Terrible  a  manner  that  he  Lost  all  his  toes  c\:  hath  be  ^ 
under  ye  care  of  chirurgeons  ever  since  is  not  yet  Healed — by  whi^ 
your  Petitioner  hath  greatly  suiYer'd  in  ye  Loss  of  his  Labor  *^v:  ye  Cos", 
of  his  Maintenance  lS:c."  The  committee  of  the  General  Court  to  wh": 
the  petition  was  referred,  reported  in  favor  of  giving  Mr.  Rhoades  £j- 

A  militia  company  v.as  organized  in  the  precinct  .soon  after  1740,  !' 
first  officers  being  Jonathan  Sniith,  lieutenant,  and  Ebene/er  Kellci: 
ensigti.  Jonathan  Smith  became  captain  al)out  1749  and  l'U)cnezer  KelK',- 
lieutenant.  Some  of  the  first  settlers  had  taken  i)art  in  the  earlier  hul:.i 
wars,  so  the  military  si)irit  was  not  lacking.     The  training  received  in  the- 
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companies  and  the  experience  gained  in  the  campaigns  against  the  French 
.md  Indians  were  of  incalculable  service  later  on  when  the  w^ar  against 
i:n<^land  began.  The  colonists  while  few  in  number,  possessing  little 
knowledge  of  the  science  of  w^ar,  were  naturally  good  fighters,  and  having 
a  thorough  acquaintance  with  the  country  were  enabled  to  take  advantage 
,.f  the  frequent  mistakes  of  the  enemy.  The  militia  companies  of  the 
early  days  were  intended  not  so  much  for  ornament  as  for  service.  Their 
discipline  w^as  hardly  of  the  character  inculcated  at  West  Point,  and  their 
maneuvers  would  excite  more  laughter  than  applause  if  executed  at  the 
present  day,  but  they  learned  how  to  fight  and  how  to  obey,  two  necessary 
attributes  of  the  soldier  of  to-day  as  of  him  who  lived  one  hundred  and 
fifty  years  ago.  They  were  sadly  lacking  in  arms  and  equipment  and 
uniforms,  viewed  from  a  modern  standpoint,  but  they  possessed  fighting 
qualities  that  would  put  to  shame  many  of  the  finely  equipped  companies 
of  the  present  time. 


CHAPTER  X. 


Pktition  to  Become  a  District. — The  District  Organized. — Amherst 
AND  Lord  Amherst. — Province  Taxes. — Statistics  in  177 i. 

In  1753,  the  Second  Precinct  of  Hadley  was  erected  into  the  district 
of  South  Hadley,  and -the  old  Third  Precinct  became  the  new  Second. 
The  lands  at  South  Pladley  were  settled  earlier  than  those  at  Amherst,  and 
the  settlers  south  of  the  mountain  increased  more  rapidly  than  those  in 
the  East  Precinct,  in  1731  outnumbering  the  latter  two  to  one.  There  was, 
however,  a  steady  growth  in  the  East  Precinct  that  was  destined  in  a  few 
years  to  give  it  a  larger  population  than  South  Pladley  or  even  the  parent 
settlement,  although  for  many  years  the  latter  continued  to  rank  first  in 
^^ealth  and  taxable  estate.  For  many  years  before  they  were  set  off  as 
districts,  the  South  and  East  Precincts  could  have  united  and  out-voted  the 
Mrst  Precinct  and  controlled  the  town,  but  there  is  nothing  in  the  old 
records  to  show  that  such  action  was  ever  attempted  or  even  contemplated. 
A  majority  of  the  selectmen  were  always  chosen  from  the  old  village, 
excepting  in  1 75 1  and  1757.  The  first  selectman  and  the  first  assessor 
t'>  represent  the  East  Precinct  were  chosen  in  1732.  In  1756  the  inhabi- 
tants in  the  East  Precinct  exceeded  those  in  tiie  old  I^'irst  Precinct. 
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As  long  as  the  precinct  organization  was  continued,  it  was  necessarv 
for  the  transaction  of  town  business  to  go  to  the  old  village  :  this,  as  year-, 
passed  by  and  the  population  of  the  East  Precinct  steadily  increased, 
came  to  be  regarded  more  and  more  as  a  hardship.  The  need  of  a  distriei 
organization  was  apparent,  and  in  175S  steps  were  taken  to  bring  it  about. 
The  following  paragraphs,  quoted  from  the  Province  Laws  in  175S  and 
1759,  show  the  method  of  procedure  : 

"June  S,  1758.  A  Petition  of  John  Xash  and  Others,  a  Committee  of  tin 
Second  Precinct  in  Hadley  in  the  County  of  Hampshire — Setting  forth  the  incon- 
veniences they  Labour  under  by  being-  connected  with  the  first  Precinct,  as  well  on 
account  of  tlieir  high  Taxes,  from  which  they  do  not  reap  a  proportional  Advar.- 
tage,  as  on  account  of  their  Distance  from  the  Place  where  their  Town  Meelin;^> 
are  constantly  held,  and  praying  that  they  with  the  Addition  of  somQ  of  the  Inhab- 
itants of  tire  said  first  Precinct  may  be  erected  into  a  distinct  and  separate  District 
agreeable  to  the  Limits  mentioned,  accompanied  with, 

A  Certificate  from  Isaac  Ward  and  Others.  Resident  on  a  Tract  of  Land,  lying 
in  the  first  Precinct  in  said  Town,  and  adjoining  to  the  second,  shewing  that  they 
are  desirous  of  being  incorporated  wdth  the  said  second  Precinct,  as  a  separate  and 
distinct  District,  they  being  much  more  conveniently  situated  for  transacting 
Business  there,  than  where  they  now  belong. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  Read  and  Ordered.  That  the  Petitioners 
serve  the  Clerk  of  the  first  Precinct  in  the  Town  of  Hadley  with  an  Attested  Copy 
of  this  Petition,  that  they  shew  cause,  if  any  they  have,  on  the  second  Friday  of 
the  next  Sitting  of  the  Court  why  the  Prayer  thereof  should  not  be  granted. 

In  Council.    Read  and  Concurred." — Council  Records,  vol.  XXII..  p.  3S1. 

"January  9,  1759.  A  petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  second  Precinct  in 
Hadley  Praying  as  entered  S  June  last  to  be  erected  into  a  District. 

In  Council  Read  again  together  with  the  Answer  of  the  first  Parish  in  the 
Town  of  Hadley  ;  and  the  other  Papers  accompanying  the  same.  And  Ordered 
That  Benjamin  Lynde  and  William  Brattle,  Esq""^  with  such  as  the  honourable 
House  shall  join  be  a  Committee  to  take  the  Petition  and  papers  under  considera- 
tion and  report  what  they  judge  proper  to  be  done  thereon. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  Read  and  Concurred  and  M''  Tyng,  AP  Xiles 
and  Capt.  Stevens  are  joined  in  the  Affair." 

"Jan.  12,  1759.  The  Committee  appointed  the  9"'  Instant  on  the  Petition  of 
the  Inhabitants  of  the  second  Precinct  in  Hadley  reported  according  to  Order.  In 
Council.  Read  and  Accepted.  And  Ordered  That  the  i^etitioners  have  leave  to 
bring  in  a  Bill  for  erecting  the  Second  Parish  in  fladley  into  a  District  agr6eal)lc 
to  the  foregoing  Report.  And  further  Ordered  That  Daniel  Smith  an  indigent 
Person  in  said  Town  be  supported  at  the  Expence  of  the  Town  of  Hadley  and  of 
said  District  in  equal  Moieties. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  Read  and  Concurred.*' 

"An  act  for  erecting  the  Second  Precinct  in  the  Town  of  Hadley,  in  the 
county  of  Hampshire,  into  a  District  by  tiie  name  of  Amherst. 

Whereas  the  inhabitants  of  the  second  precinct  in  tiie  Town  of  Hadley,  in  the 
county  of  Hampshire,  have  petitioned  this  court,  setting  forth  sundry  difficulties 
they  labour  under  ])y  means  of  their  not  being  a  district  and  praying  they  may  he 
so  erected, — 
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lie  it  therefore  enactt^d  by  the  Governor,  Council  and  House  of  Representatives. 
.  That  the  said  second  precinct  in  Hadley,  according  to  its  present  known 
;>()iinds,  be  and  hereby  is  erected  into  a  separate  and  distinct  district  by  the  name 
(,f  Amherst:  and  that  the  inhabitants  thereof  do  the  duties  that  are  required,  and 
f.ijoy  all  privileges  that  towns  do  or  by  law  ought  to  enjoy  in  this  province,  that  of 
>  :uling  a  representative  to  the  general  assembly  only  excepted;  and  that  the 
inliabitants  of  said  district  shall  have  full  right  to  join  with  the  inhabitants  of  the 
>.nd  town  of  Hadley  in  electing  a  representative  annually,  and  shall  be  notified  of 
t'lc  tinie  and  place  of  election  with  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  town  of_!Hadley,  by 
a  warrant  from  the  selectmen  of  Hadley,  directed  to  the  constable  of  *said  district, 
r/fjuiring  him  to  warn  the  inhabitants  of  said  district  to  attend  the  meeting  for  that 
nurpose  at  the  time  and  place  by  them  assigned,  which  warrant  shall  be  seasonably 
uturncd  by  said  constable  ;  and  the  representative  may  be  chosen  indifferently  out 
of  said  town  or  either  of  the  districts,  his  pay  and  allowance  to  be  borne  by  the 
town  of  Hadley  and  the  said  districts,  in  the  proportion_that  they  respectively  pay 
to  the  province  tax. 

And  be  it  further  enacted. 

That  Isaac  Ward,  Reuben  Ingraham,  Phillip  Ingraham,  Isaac  Hubbard  and 
I'klward  Elmer,  and  their  respective  estates  lying  within  the  bounds  of  the  tract  of 
seventeen  hundred  and  seventy-seven  acres  petitioned  for,  and  adjoining  to  the 
said  second  precinct  line,  be  and  hereby  are  annexed  to  the  said  district,  there  to 
enjoy  privilege  and  do  duty. 

And  be  it  further  enacted. 

That  Timotliy  Dwight  Escf  be  and  hereby  is  directed  and^impowered  to  issue 
his  warrant,  directed  to  some  principal  inhabitant  within  said  district,  requiring 
him  to  warn  the  inhabitants  of  said  district  qualified  to  vote  in  town  affairs,  to 
assemble  at  some  suitable  time  and  place  to  choose  such  officers  as  are  necessary 
to  manage  the  affairs  of  said  district:  provided^  ticvertheless^  the  inhabitants  of 
said  district  shall  pay  their  proportionable  part  of  all  such  town,  county  and 
province  charges  as  are  already  assured  in  like  manner  as  tho'  this  act  had  not 
been  made."    [Passed  Feb.  13,  published  Feb.  14,  1759.] 

Judd  says,  Hadley  consented  that  East  Hadley  should  be  a  district, 
but  opposed  the  annexation  of  the  five  families,  who  seem  to  have  resided 
on  the  road  leading  from  Amherst  to  SiinderlancL  Two  minutes  regarding 
the  matter  are  found  in  Hadley  records,  one  under  date  of  .March  6,  1758, 
which  reads  as  follows  : 

'"Voted  That  the  East  Precinct  be  sett  off  a  saparate  District  according  to  their 
present  Bounds." 

The  other,  under  date  of  P'eb.  8,  1760  : 

'•\'oted  That  the  District  of  Amherst,  shall  have  their  proportionable  part 
of  the  Town  .Stock  of  Powder.  Lead  and  Flints,  as  they  paid  in  the  last  Province 
'l  ax,  before  they  were  erected  into  a  separate  District." 

The  town  and  district  organization  was  practically  the  same  ;  their 
powers  were  identical,  save  that  to  towns  was  reserved  the  privilege  of  send- 
ing representatives  to  the  General  Cx)urt.  Amherst  chose  a  delegate  to  the 
I'rovincial  Congress  in  1774,  thus  assuming  the  privilege  accorded  only  to 
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towns.  In  1776,  it  assumed  the  name  of  the  town  of  Amherst  to  which 
it  had  no  legal  title.  No  special  act  for  its  incorporation  as  a  town  was 
ever  passed,  but  March  23,  1786,  it  was  enacted  by  the  General  Court  that 
all  districts  incorporated  prior  to  Jan.  i,  1777,  should  be  towns.  Thi-, 
carried  with  it  the  privilege  of  sending  a  representative  to  the  Genera! 
Court,  a  privilege  that  was  also  a  duty,  as  it  appears  that  in  17S2  Amherst 
was  fined  £28,  6,  8  for  not  sending  a  representative  ;  one-half  this  fine 
was  afterwards  remitted.  In  the  management  of  its  own  affairs  the  distnci 
was  supreme,  electing  officers,  making  rates  and  controlling  highways.  The 
first  meeting  in  the  new  District  was  held  March  19,  1759,  with  Ebeneztr 
Dickinson  moderator,  when  a  full  list  of  officers  was  elected. 

There  has  been  more  or  less  controversy  as  to  how  the  name  Amherst 
came  to  be  bestowed  upon  the  District.  The  statement  has  been  made 
that  in  the  bill  for  erecting  the  District,  the  name  Norwottuck  "  was  written 
in,  and  afterwards  erased  by  Governor  Pownall  and  "  Amherst  "  substituted. 
The  records  at  the  state  house  in  Boston  contain  nothing  to  verify  thi> 
statement,  and  no  documentary  evidence  can  be  found  to  substantiate  it. 
It  is  possible,  and  even  probable,  that  the  name  "  Norwottuck  "  was  sug- 
gested and  favored  by  some  of  the  residents  in  the  Second  Precinct.  It  was 
the  old  Indian  name  for  this  section  of  the  Connecticut  valley,  signifying 
"in  the  midst  of  the  river."  The  privilege  of  bestowing  names  upon  the 
new  districts  was  one  of  the  perquisites  of  the  colonial  governor,  and  there 
is  every  reason  to  believe  that  when  the  bill  erecting  the  District  was  passed 
by  the  General  Court,  a  blank  was  left  for  the  name  and  this  blank  was 
filled  in  by  the  governor  with  the  word  Amherst  ".  At  that  time  Thomas 
Pownall,  Esq.  was  governor-general  of  the  Province  of  Massachusetts 
Bay,  under  appointment  of  King  George  II.  of  England.  Pie  was  an 
intimate  friend  of  General  Jeffery  Amherst,  whom  the  king  had  placed  in 
command  of  the  expedition  against  Louisburg,  and  this  friendship,  coupled 
with  the  success  of  the  expedition  and  the  fame  and  honor  which  it  brouglu 
to  Gen.  Amherst,  made  it  natural  and  fitting  that  the  name  Amherst  should 
be  bestowed  upon  the  new  District. 

'Phe  following  interesting  article,  concerning  the  name  "Amherst"  and 
Lord  Amherst,  was  written  especially  for  this  History  by  Prof.  Herbert  P. 
Adams  of  Johns  Hopkins  University,  a  native  of  Amherst,  who  has  in 
many  ways  shown  his  interest  in  the  preparation  of  this  work. 

AMHERST  AND   LORD  AMHERST. 

The  name  -\mherst  is  of  old  English  origin  and  was  first  applied  to 
a  landed  estate  in  the  parish  of  Pembury,  in  the  county  of  Kent.  Early 
forms  of  the  name  were  Ihnihiirstt:  and  Ilcunnchurst^  compound  words 
formed  by  prefixing  the  Saxon  Jlcni^  meaning  a  border,  to  the  Saxon  Ilursty 
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meaning  a  wood.  Amherst  therefore  probably  signifies  the  border  of  a 
forest,  or  Edge^vood.^ 

The  Amherst  family  derived  its  name  from  the  situation  of  its  land. 
Gilbcrtus  dc  Heimnchurst  is  on  record  as  early  12 15.  The  family  occupied 
its  Amherst  estate  for  over  five  centuries,  but  now  lives  at  a  country-seat 
called  ''Montreal  House'',  near  Seven  Oaks,  Kent.  The  present  owner  is 
Karl  Amherst,  who  signs  his  name  simply  ''  Amherst  His  father  and 
grandfather  before  him  were  Earls,  but  the  man  in  honor  of  whom  our 
town  was  named  in  1759  was,  at  that  time,  Major  General  x\mherst. 

Jeffery  Amherst  uas  born  January  29,  17 17.  He  was  the  second  son 
of  a  barrister  and  early  (1731)  entered  the  English  army,  serving  as  statT- 
otlicer,  under  General  Ligonier  and  the  Duke  of  Cumberland,  in  those  old 
wars  which  England  waged  for  the  defense  of  Hanover  and  in  alliance 
with  Erederick  the  Great.  In  175S  Colonel  Amherst  was  called  home  from 
Germany  and  made  a  Major  General  by  William  Pitt,  who  was  looking  for 
new  and  efficient  men  to  lead  the  E^nglish  campaigns  against  the  Erench 
in  America.  Braddock  had  been  defeated  and  killed.  Oswego  and  the 
lake  region  were  lost.  The  Earl  of  Loudon  had  failed  to  capture  Louis- 
bourg  and  was  now  recalled. 

In  May,  175S,  General  Amherst  was  put  in  command  of  the  Louis- 
bourg  expedition,  with  over  12.000  troops  and  a  great  fleet  of  which  Bos- 
cawen  was  Admiral.  Under  Amherst  was  Brigadier  Wolfe,  bold,  dashing, 
and  eager  for  glory,  but  not  distinguished  like  his  chief  for  prudence  and 
absolute  self  control.  Parkmaii  says  of  Amherst :  "  He  was  energetic  and 
resolute,  somewhat  cautious  and  slow,  but  with  a  bulldog  tenacity  of  grip"*. 
Amherst  had  the  best  fighting  qualities  of  his  race  and  nation,  and  was 
withal  sagacious,  far-sighted,  and  eminently  humane  in  his  policy  of  dealing 
with  men. 

On  the  eastern  coast  of  the  island  of  Cape  r>reton  may  still  be  seen, 
in  a  land-locked  harbor,  the  ruins  of  old  Louisbourg,  once  the  Erench  strong- 
hold, guarding  the  Northern  Atlantic.  Captured  in  1745,  by  a  provincial 
army  under  Colonel  Pepperrell  (  see  a  good  account  in  Nciu  England  Mag- 
azitic,  June,  1S95)  the  place  had  been  ignominiously  restored  to  Erance  by 

•  Ik  Marvel  (Donald  G.  Mitchell)  loiicr  a.i;o  adopted  "EdKewood"  for  tlie  name  of  his  place. 
Professor  F.  .\.  March,  of  Lafayette  Collei,'e,  Easton,  Pa.,  a  graduate  of  Amherst  CoUej^e  and  one 
of  the  most  eminent  Enj^lisli  pIuIi)lofj;ists  in  .America,  says,  in  a  letter  dated  Sept.  14,  1895  :  "I  can 
find  nothing  more  to  establish  or  explain  the  history  of  .'^;///^<';-j/ su^.ii;ested  by  the  earlier  forms 
which  you  mention.  1  would  take  //^w/w/r  as  descrii)tive  of  hurst.  .Amlierst  =  a  border  fodder-wood, 
bordering  an  open  meadow,  perhaps,  or  a  stream.  That  makes  a  good  name  enougli  to  be  an 
accepted  hypothesis  for  tlie  given  facts.  I5ut  the  general  run  of  the  names  oi /inrst  makes  one 
suspect  that  the  Jictnmc  is  a  variation  of  Jiannnc  or  Juiutc  for  elmiuc,  and  that  the  original  name  was 
an  cnclosca  -vood,  or  elm--a-ooil,  or  Ham's  or  Ain's-n'ond.'' 

Thus  we  have  a  pleasing  variety  of  good  old  .^axon  etymologies  to  clioo^e  from.  ."^till  another 
is //<;///f7i.rt<?(^,  if  we  accept  the  derivation  of  .Amherst  fiom  Hamlnirst  by  drojijjing  the  letter '"h."' 
Homcuood  is  as  good  a  name  as  EJscn'ood  or  lilmuvod.   Ainhiirst  is  a  family  name  in  England. 
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treaty  in  174S.  Since  then  the  fortifications  had  been  greatly  strengthenLu. 
They  were  a  mile  and  a  half  in  extent  and  enclosed  an  area  of  120  acR-, 
in  the  form  of  a  peninsula  triangle,  protected  on  two  sides  by  the  sea  an(i, 
on  the  land  side,  considered  impregnable.  In  spite  of  the  difficuhit> 
occasioned  by  heavy  surf  and  a  craggy  shore,  a  landing  was  effected  ai 
Fresh  Water  Cove  by  the  gallantry  of  Wolfe  and  his  soldiers,  supporitd 
by  Amherst  and  the  whole  army.  The  British  fleet  cooperated  and  destroyed 
the  French  shipping.  General  Amherst  commanded  operations  and  con- 
ducted the  siege.  Batteries  were  erected  at  various  points  around  tlic 
harbor.  By  means  of  trenches  the  siege-guns  were  brought  nearer  and 
nearer  to  Louisbourg,  whose  great  bastions  began  at  last  to  give  way. 
After  an  heroic  defense  of  two  n^onths,  the  French  commander  was  com- 
pelled to  sue  for  terms.  Amherst  demanded  the  surrender  of  the  whole 
garrison  as  prisoners  of  vv-ar  and  a  definite  reply  within  an  hour.  A  French 
ofiicer  was  sent  out  to  beg  for  more  honorable  conditions,  but  Amheib-l 
refused  to  parley.  He  sent  back  a  curt  and  peremptory  message  to  Drucour, 
the  commandant :  "  You  will  have  the  goodness  to  give  your  answer,  } 
or  no,  within  half  an  hour."  A  contemporary  account  says  :  "  A  lieuten- 
ant-colonel came  running  out  of  the  garrison,  making  signs  at  a  distance 
and  bawling  out  as  loud  as  he  could,  '  We  accept  !  We  accept  !  '  He 
was  followed  by  two  others,  and  they  were  all  conducted  to  General 
Amherst's  headquarters." 

Louisbourg  was  duly  surrendered  July  26,  1758,  with  all  its  stores  and 
munitions  of  war,  together  with  the  whole  island  of  Cape  I^lreton  and  also 
the  Isle  St.  Jean  or  Prince  Fdward  Island.  All  the  outlying  coast-pos- 
sessions of  France  in  this  region  were  thus  cut  off  at  one  blow.  It  was  a 
signal  victory.  7'hroughout  the  English  colonies  men  thanked  God  and 
took  courage.  England  went  wild  with  joy.  The  fiags  captured  at  Louis- 
bourg were  carried  in  triumph  through  the  streets  of  London  and  were 
placed  as  trophies  in  the  cathedral  of  St.  Paul.  In  recognition  of  his  dis- 
tinguished services  General  Amherst  was  made  Commander-in-Chief  of  the 
King's  forces  in  America  and  his  name  was  honored  throughout  the  English- 
speaking  world. 

From  the  beginning  of  recorded  history  towns  have  been  named  after 
illustrious  men.  The  tov»n  of  Amherst,*  Massachusetts,  is  a  living  monu- 
ment to  tile  hero  of  Louisbourg.  On  the  13th  of  February,  1759,  (see 
Acts  and  Resolves,  vol.  iv.,  173),  the  precinct  hitherto  known  as  Fast 

'.\  plance  at  the  postal-umcle  of  tlie  L'nited  States  shows  that  *'  .-\nilierst  "  is  a  h)c.il  name,  ii>'t 
only  in  Massachusetts,  but  also  in  Maine.  New  Hampshire.  Pennsylvania,  \'ir'.:inip.,  ( ihio,  \\  i^on- 
sin,  Minnesota  and  Kansas.  There  is  a  town  calKd  •"  Anilierst  in  Nova  Scoti  i  (.midway  iK'tuerii 
St.  Jt)hn  and  liaiiJ.iM  on  the  Hay  ot  I-uiidy.  and  thcie  is  an  *"  .Xmlierst  Island  ■".  the  chief  of  the 
Maf;dalen  Rroup.  at  the  entrance  to  the  (iulf  of  St.  Lawrence.  There  is  an  Aniherstbur-  in  ( )ntariis 
Canada,  and  an  .Amherst  island  in  Lake  Ontario.  The  name  is  api)lied  to  a  seaport  in  Hurniah,  to 
isl.inds  ott  the  coast  of  .\rakan,  and  to  a  group  off  Korea. 
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Hadley,  or  Hadley  Farms,  or  East  Farms,  was  made  a  separate  district*  with 
all  town  privileges  except  special  representation  and  with  the  distinctive 
•'Historic  name  of  Amherst.  Our  beautiful  town,  still  on  the  edge  of  the 
woods  in  almost  every  direction,  was  a  fitting  although  unconscious  revival 
in  New  England  of  the  old  English  Heinhnrst,  for  the  conscious  purpose 
of  honoring  the  man  who  bore  the  Amherst  name  and  who  had  restored 
the  greatest  conquest  in  American  colonial  history.  The  recovery  of  Louis- 
bourg  was  absolutely  necessary  for  the  siege  of  Quebec  in  1759  by  V\'olfe 
and  the  final  occupation  of  Canada  in  1760  by  General  Amherst. 

It  is  a  great  mistake  to  suppose  that  French  dominion  in  America  was 
destroyed  at  Quebec.  Wolfe's  exploit  was  another  glorious  victory,  but  it 
did  not  end  the  war.  The  French  army  escaped,  returned  again  in  1760 
under  Gen.  Levis,  and  defeated  Wolfe's  successor.  General  Murray,  before 
the  walls  of  Quebec,  as  Wolfe  had  defeated  Montcalm.  But  for  the  oppor- 
tune arrival  of  an  luiglish  fleet,  the  reckless  Murray  would  have  lost  all 
that  the  daring  Wolfe  had  won.  It  was  left  for  General  Amherst  to  capture 
the  army  of  Le'vis  at  Montreal,  where,  after  taking  Ticonderoga,  Crown 
Point,  Oswego,  Fort  Niagara,  and  restoring  all  posts  lost  by  his  predeces- 
sors, Amherst  brought  together  three  English  armies  in  a  masterly  strategic 
combination.  Under  Amherst's  orders  Murray  moved  up  the  St.  Lawrence 
from  Quebec  with  2,500  men,  the  remnant  of  Wolfe's  forces.  I-]rigadier 
Haviland  advanced  northw^ards  from  Crown  Point  with  3,400  men,  forced 
the  passage  out  of  Lake  Champlain,  and  marched  through  the  woods  to 
the  St.  Lawrence  to  unite  with  Murray  below  Montreal.  Amherst  descended 
the  river  from  Lake  Ontario  with  10,000  soldiers,  i.ooo  Indians,  and  all 
his  artillery.  It  was  considered  soniething  of  an  exploit  by  his  contempor- 
aries. Sir  Joshua  Reynolds,  with  unerring  instinct,  seized  upon  that  descent 
of  the  rapids  with  an  army  in  open  boats  as  the  most  heroic  scene  in 
Amherst's  life  time.  He  is  represented  as  watching  the  passage  of  the 
flotilla  at  one  critical  point  as  he  stands  upon  the  heights  above  the  river, 
l  or  artistic  reasons  the  great  painter  pictured  his  hero  in  the  full  regalia 
of  a  Knight  of  the  ikith,  with  armor  glistening,  the  red  sash  o\'er  his 
shoulder,  and  a  golden  sunburst  upon  his  breast.  His  helmet  is  removed 
and  rests  before  him,  while  he  leans  thoughtfully  upon  a  marshal's  trun- 
chtjon,  with  the  map  of  Canada  spread  out  before  him. 

Horace  Walpole,  in  his  Memoirs  of  George  IL  (iii.  2S7- 2S8)  says  : 
'•Wolfe,  with  all  the  formidable  apparatus  of  modern  war,  had  almost 

*Judd.  in  his  excellent  History  of  ILidlcy.  p.  420.  s.-iys  '•Amherst  \v;is  a  district  in  Au<iust.  1775, 
and  a  town  in  January,  1776.  'J  iio  fl.ite  of  its  incorporation  as  a  town  is  not  known."  Anilujrst 
simply  Rrew  as  a  District,  ^lle  acted  with  Hadley  in  iniblic  matters  as  Ion'::  as  it  was  convenient 
to  do  so,  and  then  virtually  seceded.  .Vmherst  obtained  practical  reco^'nitit)n  as  a  separate  town 
by  independent  representation  in  the  (ieneral  Court  two  years  before  the  United  Colonies  declared 
themselves  tree  from  the  mother  country. 
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failed  before  Quebec :  Amherst  with  barks  and  boats  inv^aded  Montreal, 
and  achieved  the  conquest,  though,  what  would  have  daunted  the  heroes 
of  antiquity,  he  had  the  cataracts  to  pass.  He  surmounted  that  dangt^r 
with  inconsiderable  loss"^,  and  appeared  before  Montreal  on  the  very  somt 
■day  with  General  Murray."  The  English  armies  then  closed  around  the 
French  on  the  island  of  Montreal  as  the  Germans  closed  around  Sedan. 
Sept.  I,  1S70,  when  Sheridan,  shutting  his  field  glass,  said  to  Tvloltke,  ''It 
is  all  over  with  the  French  now."  It  was  all  over  with  the  French  then, 
on  that  morning  of  the  7th  of  September,  1760,  when  the  three  armies  of 
Amherst,  Murray,  and  Haviland,  came  together  from  those  far-distant 
points  of  departure,  Oswewo,  Quebec  and  Crown  Point. 

On  the  following  day,  Vaudreuil,  the  French  governor,  signed  the 
capitulation  of  Montreal,  and  with  it  surrendered  all  Canada,  on  the  terms 
demanded  by  General  Amherst.  "  Half  a  continent,"  said  Parkman,  had 
changed  hands  at  the  scratch  of  a  pen." 

The  present  generation  is  in  danger  of.  forgetting  who  Amherst  was 
and  what  he  did  to  make  our  forefathers  rejoice  in  his  name  for  our 
town.  They  knew  the  reason  for  their  rejoicing.  The  pulpits  of  New 
England  resounded  with  Amherst's  praises.  The  pastor  of  the  Old  South 
Church  in  Boston  said  to  his  congregation:  "  We  behold  His  i^Iajesty's 
victorious  troops  treading  upon  the  high  places  of  the  enemy,  their  last 
fortress  delivered  up,  and  their  whole  country  surrendered  to  the  King  of 
Great  Britain  in  the  person  of  his  General,  the  intrepid,  the  serene,  the 
successful  Amherst."  In  like  manner  all  the  churches  of  2^Iassachusetts 
observed  a  day  of  Thanksgiving.  Parliament  gave  the  victorious  Com-, 
mander-in-Chief  a  vote  of  thanks  and  he  was  appointed  Governor  General 
of  British  North  America.  He  took  up  his  residence  in  New  York  City 
and  was  knighte'dt  at  Staten  Island,  Oct.  25,  1761,  by  authority  of  the 
King  and  William  Pitt. 

Sir  Jeffery  Amherst  returned  to  England  in  November,  1763,  and  was 
for  many  years  a  popular  hero.  Honors  and  emoluments  were  heaped 
upon  him  all  the  rest  of  his  days.  In  fact,  he  became  Commander-in-Chief 
of  all  the  P'orces  of  Great  Britain  and  was  the  adviser  of  the  Pjiglish  gov- 
ernment during  the  war  of  the  American  Revolution.  In  1787  he  was 
created  Lord  Amherst  of  Montreal,  having  already  in  1776  been  made 
Baron  Amherst!  of  Holmesdale,  Kent.  When  at  last,  in  i  795,  he  resigned 
the  office  of  Commander-in-Chief,  he  refused  an  earldom.  The  following 
year  he  was  made  Field  Marshall.    He  died  August  3,  1797,  at  the  ripe 

*.Amlierst  lost  64  boats  and  100  lives  in  the  Cedar  Rapids  alone. 
t.See  Majjazine  of  Amcr  'uan  Hislory,  11.,  502. 

+  The  supporters  to  the  Amherst  coat-of-arnis  are  two  Indians  in  full  battle  array.  The  fanuly 
motto  is  Cofistantiiiit  V'iriute. 
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old  age  of  eighty,  leaving  no  children.  His  title  and  property  and  country- 
seat  "Montreal"  in  Kent,  passed  to  his  nephew,  William  Pitt  Amherst, 
whose  name  commemorates  the-great  minister  to  whom  the  Amherst  family 
and  the  English  nation  owed  in  no  small  degree  their  glory  in  America, 
leffery  Amherst*  should  be  remembered  as  the  hero  of  Louisbourg  and  as 
the  conqueror  of  Canada, 

In  the  General  Court  Records,  under  date  of  October,  1759,  the  fol- 
lowing appears  : 

"A  Petition  of  Jonathan  Smith  and  others  Selectmen  of  Hadley,  Setting  forth 
that  the  District  of  Amherst  being  taken  off  from  said  Town,  they  are  apprehen- 
sive that  part  of  the  province  Tax  which  ought  to  be  paid  by  Amherst  still  lies 
upon  Hadley,  and  that  said  District  ought  also  to  be  assessed  for  part  of  the 
Representative's  pay  in  1757  and  175S,  And  praying  the  Interposition  of  tins 
Court  for  their  Relief. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives;  Read  and  \'oted  That  the  Tax  laid  upon 
the  Town  of  Hadley  in  the  County  of  Hampshire  this  year  shall  be  assessed  and 
levied  upon  said  Town,  and  upon  the  District  of  Amherst  in  the  same  County  in 
the  proportion  following  that  is  to  say.  Two  hundred  and  eighty  pounds  seven 
shillings  and  ninepence  thereof  upon  the  Polls  and  Estates  of  the  Inhabitants  of 
said  Tow^n:  and  one  hundred  and  thirty-eight  pounds  fifteen  shillings  and  nine- 
pence  thereof  upon  the  Polls  and  Estates  of  the  Inhabitants  of  said  District,  and 
the  Assessors  of  said  Town  and  District  respectively  are  hereby  ordered  to  govern 
themselves  accordingly  in  making  their  Assessments.*' 

At  the  session  of  the  General  Court  in  ]\lay,  1761,  the  western  part 
of  Hampshire  county  was  set  off  and  incorporated  as  a  distinct  county  by 
the  name  of  Berkshire,  At  this  same  time  there  arose  a  controversy  among 
the  towns  in  Hampshire  as  to  whether  Northampton  or  Hadley  should  be 
the  shire  town.  'Phe  towns  on  the  west  side  of  the  Connecticut  river  gen- 
erally favored  Northampton,  while  those  on  the  east  side  preferred  Hadley, 
Amherst  sent  a  petition  to  the  General  Court  signed  by  Jonathan  Dickin- 
son, Peter  Smith,  John  Dickinson,  John  Field  and  Joseph  Eastman,  select- 
men, urging  the  claims  of  Hadley,  as  nearest  the  center  of  the  county, 
and  being  itself  "very  handsomely  situated".  One  great  objection  to 
Northampton  was  the  difficulties  experienced  in  crossing  the  river,  particu- 
larly in  times  of  flood. 

^There  is  no  life  of  .-Vmlierst.  His  dispatches  are  preserved  in  the  public  record  offices  at  London 
and  Halifax.  In  .-Xlbany  there  are  many  of  his  letters  to  Col.  IJradstreet.  Sir  William  Johnson  and 
Ciov.  DeLancey,  written  by  secretaries  but  bearing  Amherst's  well-known  hij;nature.  Other orii^inal 
materials  are  printed  in  tlie  N.  V.  Colonial  Documents,  vol.  vn.  and  in  the  Aspinwall  I'apcrs. 
Anions  the  Parkman  niss.  in  the  .Mass.  Hist.  Society  are  copies  of  live  letters  from  .Amherst  to  I'itt. 
written  at  Louisbourg.  Parkman  s  "•  Pontiac  "  and  his  "  .Montcalm  and  Wolfe  "  contain  many  inter- 
e^tinc:  passages  relating  to  (ieneral  .Amherst.  See  also  G.  E.  Hart's  "  I'all  of  New  France  "  and 
nun  erous  references  in  Winsor's  Narrative  and  Critical  History  of  America,  vol.  v.;  Wright's  Life 
of  Wolfe;  Stone's  Life  of  Sir  Willi. im  Joiinson  :  and  Lanman  s  .Michigan.  Lodge's  Portraits,  vol. 
vui.,  has  a  very  inaccurate  sketch  of  "  Jettery,  First  Lord  .Vmlierst."  Leslie  Stephen's  Dictionary 
of  National  Hiography  (1SS5)  gives  a  Ixittcr  notice,  w  ith  a  sliort  list  of  autl\orities.  by  H.  M.  Stephens, 
who  justly  says  of  Amh'.-rst:  "His  greatest  glory  is  to  have  conciuered  Canada ;  and  if  much  of 
tliat  glory  lyjlongs  to  Pitt  and  Wolfe,  neither  Pitt's  combinations  nor  Wolfe's  valor  would  have 
'x-en  eflectual  without  .Unheist's  steady  purpose  and  unHinchin^'  determination." 
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In  1 76 1,  the  province  tax  of  Amherst  was  £142,  3,  9  ;  in  1762,  tiic 
same  ;  in  1 763,  £c)2,  7,  11  ;  in  1764  and  1765,  the  same  ;  in  1 766,  £-j 
16,  S  ;  in  1767,  ^76,  2,  3  ;  in  1769,  ;^56,   17,  6  ;  in  1770,  ^^47,  7.  n. 
Amherst's  proportion  of  the  representative's  pay  was,  in  1761,  ^4,  10;  is: 
1762,  £s  ;    in  1763,  ^■3,  4;   in  1764,  £3  ;  in  1765,  £6,  2  ;  in  1766, 
10;   in  1767,  /;8,  5  ;    in  1769,  ^9,  10  ;    in  1770,  /"s,  10. 

The  following  statistics  of  Amherst  in  177  i  are  taken  from  Judd's  Hiv 
tory  of  Hadley  :    Ratable  polls,  196  ;  unratable  polls,  9  ;  dwelling  houso. 
120;  barns,  84;  shops,  14;   gristmills,  2;   sawmills,  3;   potash  works,  2  . 
money  at  interest,  ^^13  12  ;   stock  in  trade.  ^{^73;   horses,  three  years  oUi 
and  more,  153  ;  oxen,  four  years  old  and  more,  187  ;  cows,  three  years  old 
and  more,  319  ;   sheep,  one  year  old  and  more,  647  ;   swine,  one  year  oul 
and  more,  214  ;   barrels  of  cider  made,  524;   acres  of  tillage  land,  1292  : 
bushels  of  grain  raised,  6596;   acres  of  English  and  upland  mowing,  827  ; 
tons  of  hay  from  it,  720  ;  acres  of  fresh  meadow,  3S9  ;  tons  of  hay  mowed, 
337  ;  acres  of  pasturage,  419.     These  statistics  were  copied  by  Mr.  Judd 
from  original  papers  in  the  state  house.     From  other  sources  he  gained 
the  following:    Families  in  176-5,  104;    white  people  in  1765,  639;  white 
people  in  1776,  915  ;  polls  in  17S4,  276.      Side  by  side  on  the  same  page 
with  these  figures  are  other  statistics  of  the  same  date  from  Hadley,  South 
Hadley  and  Granby.     They  show  that  Amherst  had,  in  population  and  in 
many  branches  of  industry,  outstripped  the  parent  town.     Thus  while 
Amherst  had  196  '-ratable"  polls,  Hadley  had  147.  South  Hadley  131,  and 
Granby  95.    Amherst  had  120  dwelling  houses,  Hadley  88,  South  Hadley 
79,  Granby  61.    Amherst  h:;d  89  barns,  Hadley  82,  Granby  47.  Amher.^i 
had  £2  more  money  at  interest  than  Hadley,  but  Pladley's  stock  in  trade 
was  /"1252  while  Amherst's  was  but  £y2>-    Amherst  had  the  most  horses, 
oxen,  cows,  sheep  and  swine  ;    it  had  also  the  rather  doubtful  honor  of 
making  the  most  barrels  of  cider.      Hadley  had  more  tillage  land  and 
raised  a  much  larger  quantity  of  grain,  but  Amherst  had  nearly  four  times 
as  many  acres  of  English  and  upland  mowing  and  raised  a  proportionally 
larger  quantity  of  hay.      Hadhjy  had  the  largest  number  of  acres  of  trc^h 
meadow,  Amherst  the  most  acres  of  pasturage.      Amherst  had  five  more 
families  than  Hadley  in  1765,  86  more  white  people  in  1765,  234  more 
white  people  in  1776  and  73  more  polls  in  1784. 

Hadley  liad  39  corn-houses  ;  the  otht^r  towns  returned  none.  TIil' 
'•unratable  polls"  were  those  of  old  and  intlrm  men.  Of  the  mills  in 
Amherst,  besides  those  owned  by  the  Kelloggs,  which  have  been  referred 
to  before,  there  was  a  mill  owned  by  John  Adams,  perhaps  the  one 
Mill  river;  Simeon  ("lark  owned  three-fourths  of  a  mill  and  another  wa-^ 
owned  in  i4ths.  Tiie  iK)lash  works  in  Amherst  were  owned,  one  l)y  ^Jartin 
Kellogg,  the  other  by  Elisha  Ingram,  Moses  Warner  and  John  killings.  Ke>i- 
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dents  of  Amherst  who  had  ;{^ioo  or  more  at  interest  were:  Solomon- 
Dohwood,  ^^300;  Nehemiah  Strong,  ^200;  Simeon  Strong,  ^100; 
Nathaniel  Smith,  ;^ioo  ;  Nathaniel  Dickinson,  ;:^ioo.  Solomon  Boltwood 
and  Daniel  Kellogg  had  each  eight  cows,  and  Mr.  Boltwood  had  35  sheep. 
The  cider  made  in  the  four  towns  averaged  4-J  barrels  to  a  house.  There 
was  a  distillery  in  Amherst;  Col.  Ephraim  Smith,  born  in  Hadley  in  1788, 
told  Mr.  Judd  that  he  had  carted  many  loads  of  cider  to  Amherst  to  be 
distilled,  by  a  man  who  lived  near  where  the  South  Cong'l  church  now 
stands.  The  same  man  carried  on  a  rye  distillery,  and  rye  was  carried 
from  Hadley  to  Amherst  and  gin  returned.  Amherst  had  many  maple 
trees  and  considerable  quantities  of  sugar  and  molasses  were  made. 
Horses  were  of  inferior  grade  and  were  chietly  used  under  the  saddle.  The 
harness  was  simple,  generally  made  by  the  shoemaker  and  rope-maker. 
Horses  were  used  in  farming  operations  before  oxen. 

In  1767,  Simeon  Smith,  son  of  Moses  Sniith  who  lived  on  the  Bay 
road  in  Amherst,  started  a  wagon  freight  route  between  Amherst  and 
Boston,  over  the  Bay  road  by  way  of  Jjrookfield.  This  was  the  pioneer 
route  of  the  kind  in  Hampshire  country.  He  sometimes  carried  loads  that 
weighed  more  than  a  ton,  which,  over  the  rough  country  roads,  must  have 
proved  a  severe  tax  upon  his  horses.  He  carried  to  Boston  grain,  meat, 
farm  produce  and  quantities  of  potash,  the  latter  worth  in  Boston  in  1770 
34  shillings  per  cwt.  On  his  return  trips  he  would  bring  back  supplies- 
for  the  traders,  including  generous  quantities  of  New  England  rum. 

Between  the  years  1750  and  1775,  horses  were  valued  at  what  in  our 
currency  would  amount  to  from  Sio  to  S40.  The  charge  for  hiring  a  horse 
was  from  one  to  twopence  per  inile  traveled.  When  oxen  were  introduced 
they  took  the  place  of  horses  in  farming  occupations.  Oxen  were  worth 
from  Si 5  to  S4.5  per  yoke.  Early  in  the  18th  century,  Hadley  began  to 
fatten  cattle  for  the  Boston  market,  an  example  that  was  followed  in 
Amherst  soon  after  its  tirst  settlement.  Oattle  were  driven  to  Boston  and 
sold  on  credit,  the  result  being  many  lawsuits  in  the  Hampsh're  courts. 
Some  cattle  were  killed  and  the  meat  salted  down  in  barrels  before  being 
shipped  to  ]]oston.  I'here  were  few  regular  butchers  in  this  section, 
farmers  slaughtering  their  own  cattle  when  in  need  of  fresh  meat.  Cireat 
quantities  of  pork  were  raised  and  consumed,  this  l)eing  the  jirincipal  meat 
food  of  the  early  settlers.  The  [)ork  was  salted  down  in  brine,  some  of  it 
being  afterwards  smoked  in  large  j^ieces.  The  old  name  for  lard  was  suet,. 
'UkI  it  brought  about  the  same  price  in  the  market  as  butter.  Hogs,  fat 
and  lean,  were  driven  from  the  Connecticut  ri\er  to  l^oston  :  considerable 
quantities  of  })ork  were  shipped  to  niaikct  in  barrels. 

Cows  were  faiily  plentiful,  their  pri(-e  ranging,  in  our  money,  from  $7 
to  >i  I.    Milk  was  a  staple  article  of  diet;    combined  with  bread  or  hasty- 
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pudding  it  furnished  many  a  breakfast  and  supper  table.  Cows  were 
-allowed  to  run  at  large  and  during  most  of  the  year  were  able  to  secur«. 
sufficient  feed.  Sometimes  they  were  placed  in  charge  of  a  keeper,  but  as 
general  thing  the  bells  they  wore  were  considered  a  sufficient  guarantee 
against  their  straying  away  and  becoming  lost.  Sheep  were  raised  ho\h 
•for  mutton  and  wool.  The  price  of  live  sheep  in  1790  was  one  penny  per 
pound,  the  price  of  wool  previous  to  the  Revolution,  from  eight  pence  to 
.one  shilling  per  pound.  A  carding  machine  was  erected  in  the  north  pan 
•of  Amherst  in  1S03  ;  previous  to  this  the  wool  was  carded  by  women. 
Some  of  the  best  wool  was  not  carded  but  combed ;  from  this  worsted 
-was  spun. 

Hens  were  early  introduced  and  were  kept  by  all  farmers.  They  sold 
for  from  fourpence  to  sixpence  each  in  1700,  while  eggs  were  worth  three- 
pence per  dozen.  Tame  turkeys  were  far  from  plentiful,  but  wild  ones 
abounded.  Geese  were  rare  in  Hampshire  county  until  the  middle  of  tlie 
1 8th  century.  There  was  always  a  good  -market  for  geese-feathers,  the 
-price  previous  to  1750  being  18  shillings,  old  tenor,  per  pound.  Wild  bees 
were  hunted,  many  swarms  being  found  in  the  woods  and  on  the  mountain. 

Tobacco  was  in  general  use  both  for  smoking  and  chewing.  The 
traders  in  Hampshire  county  sold  great  quantities  of  pipes.  Cigars  were 
"not  introduced  until  near  the  end  of  the  century.  Little  patches  of  tobacco 
were  raised  in  Amherst  as  in  surrounding  towns.  The  price  of  leaf 
tobacco  was  from  twopence  to  sixpence  per  pound. 

Butter  and  cheese  were  made  in  large  quantities  for  home  consump- 
tion. The  price  of  butter  in  1775  ^^''^^  ^^'^  ^r  sixpence,  of  cheese  four  or 
iivepence.  A  mill  for  making  linseed  oil  was  established  at  North  Hadley 
in  1795. 

Wild  strawberries,  dewberries  and  huckleberries  abounded.  They 
were  gathered  by  the  children,  many  of  them  to  be  eaten  at  honv;  and 
.some  to  be  sold  in  the  market  at  a  penny  a  quart.  Checkerberries  were 
abundant  and  highly  esteemed  by  the  children. 

Chestnuts  and  walnuts  were  very  plentiful.  Chestnuts  have  always 
been  regarded  as  common  property,  but  from  an  early  time  walnuts  came 
to  be  regarded  as  a  regular  farm  crop  to  be  gathered  and  sold  in  the 
markets.   Many  walnut  trees  were  cut  and  sold  for  timber  and  firewood. 

Watches  and  clocks  were  luxuries  known  to  but  few  of  the  early 
.settlers;  they  depended  for  the  time  of  day  on  hour-glasses,  sun  dials,  and 
noon-marks  "  on  the  window  casings.  Dr.  Nathaniel  Smith  had  an  old- 
fashioned  "bullseye"  watch,  still  treasured  by  Mrs.  Enos  IJaker,  one  of 
his  lineal  descendants. 

The  first  carriage  owned  in  Amherst  was  a  "fall-back  chaise."  taxed 
Xo  Simeon  Strong  in  1791.     The  first  one-horse  wagons  made  in  this 
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vicinity  were  manufactured  by  Mason  Abbe  at  Amherst.  Joseph  Smith  of 
Hadley  bought  one  of  Abbe,  in  1808.  In  1809,  Abbe  renioved  to 
]',elcherto\vn. 

The  spring  plowing  was  done  in  Amherst  and  surrounding  towns  from 
April  10  to  April  25.  P3arley,  flax,  rye,  oats  and  peas  were  sown  in  April 
and  the  first  week  in  ]May.  Corn  was  planted  from  May  5  to  23,  hoed  the. 
tirst  time  from  June  i  to  15,  the  second  time  from  June  15  to  July  5,  the 
third  time  from  July  6  to  25  ;  stalks  were  cut  from  Sept.  5  to  14,  and  corn 
picked  from  Sept.  24  to  Oct.  14.  Homelots  were  mowed  the  first  time  from 
June  14  to  July  5,  the  second  time  from  July  15  to  Aug.  10.  The 
meadows  were  mowed  from  July  i  to  10.  Rye  and  wheat  were  reaped  from 
July  19  to  Aug.  5.  Barley  was  mowed  the  last  week  in  July.  Peas  were 
"hooked"  froni  Aug.  23  to  Sept.  5,  Oats  and  rye  were  cradled  from  Aug.  i 
to  15.  Flax  was  pulled  from  Aug.  i  to  10,  spread  and  turned  in  September,, 
taken  up  the  last  of  October.  Fall  plowing  was  done  and  winter  rye  and 
wheat  sowed  in  September.  Potatoes  were  dug,  beans  gathered,  turnips 
pulled  and  pumpkins  carted  in  October.  They  had  severe  frosts  that  fre- 
quently did  great  damage  to  crops. 


CHAPTER  XI. 


.-Vmherst  in  the  Revolution. — Minute  Men. — Tories. — The  Cana- 
dian Campaign. — Names  of  Amherst  Soldiers. 
Amherst  bore  an  honorable  part  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution.  When, 
kingly  oppression  was  no  longer  to  be  borne,  the  words  of  defiance  that 
were  uttered  on  the  shores  of  Massachusetts  Pay  found  ready  and  resonant 
echo  from  the  valley  of  the  Connecticut.  From  no  town  in  the  valley  was 
there  a  more  prompt  and  patriotic  response  than  Amherst  gave  to  the  com- 
niittee  of  correspondence  at  Boston.  The  District,  still  a  district  although 
it  had  assumed  the  name  of  town,  was  among  the  first  to  pledge  its  strong 
support  to  a  declaration  of  independence  of  Great  Britain,  before  such  a 
declaration  had  been  formulated.  It  was  ready  to  pledge  money  and  men- 
and  supplies,  anything  needful  for  carrying  on  the  war  for  independence. 
The  martial  spirit  of  its  citizens,  in  many  instances  strengthened  by 
experience  gained  in  the  l'"rench  and  Indian  wars,  was  ready  for  the  conflict 
whicii,  it  was  recognized,  was  inevitable.  Xor  was  this  a  mere  spasm  of. 
patriotism,  destined  to  die  out  when  confronted  with  the  grim  realities  oi 
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■\\2LT.  During  the  long  years  of  bloody  strife  that  were  to  follow,  with  .1 
large  percentage  of  its  citizens  personally  engaged  in  the  conflict,  oppressed 
by  heavy  taxation,  Amherst  was  prompt  to  honor  every  demand  that  wa- 
made  upon  it  for  the  support  of  the  "  common  cause ".  This,  too,  v.\ 
presence  of  enemies  at  home,  who  had  no  sympathy  with  the  principk-> 
and  objects  for  which  the  colonists  contended.  There  is  no  prouder  pa:;.: 
in  Amherst  history  than  that  which  tells  of  what  was  done  by  its  patriotic 
■citizens  in  the  war  for  independence.  The  sens  and  grandscns  of  nww 
English-born,  with  reverence  inbred  in  them  for  all  that  pertained  to  thc 
kingly  estate,  they  had  breathed  deeply  of  the  free  air  that  wanders  over 
the  mountain-peaks  and  through  the  valleys  of  New  England  and  felt  iii 
•every  fibre  of  their  being  that  they  too  might  be,  must  be,  free,  'i'hey  were 
not  optimisti-c  from  ignorance  ;  they  knew  the  power  of  England  and 
realized  the  fate  that  awaited  them  should  the  conflict  go  against  them  ; 
they  realized  the  heavy  odds  in  opposition,  but  they  believed  the  Lord  wa^ 
-on  their  side  and  they  knew  that  one,  with  God,  was  a  majority. 

The  old  town  records  contain  in  outline  the  history  of  these  eventful 
years,  an  outline  that  can  never  be  filled  in  as  fully  as  it  ought,  but  it  gives 
to  us  an  insight  into  the  character,  the  motives  and  the  deeds  of  those  who 
-dwelt  in  Amherst  when  the  cryst.iilization  of  the  American  nation  was  first 
in  process.  The  names  of  some  who  took  part  in  the  eventful  contest  arc- 
here  recorded,  but  the  list  is  not  complete,  nor  can  it  ever  be.  Tlic 
names  that  are  missing  from  this  roll  of  honor  are  recorded  in  a  Eook 
unseen  of  human  eyes.  Without  repeating  in  full  the  many  votes  passed 
by  Amherst  during  the  revolutionary  period,  it  may  be  well  to  summarize 
them,  giving  such  additional  facts  as  are  at  the  historian's  command. 

Jan.  26,  1774,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  draw  up  a  letter  to 
sent  to  the  committee  of  correspondence  at  JJoston.  The  members  of  that 
•  committee,  five  in  number,  were  among  the  most  influential  men  in  tlie 
community,  and  included  two  men,  Reuben  and  Nathaniel  Dickinson,  who 
had  taken  part  in  the  French  and  Indian  war.  The  letter  they  prepared, 
.stirring  and  patriotic  in  tone,  may  be  found  on  page  68  of  the  District 
records  ;  it  was  accepted,  entered  upon  the  town  book  and  forwarded  to 
the  committee  of  correspondence  at  Boston.  Sept.  20,  1774,  a  standing 
•committee  of  correspondence  was  chosen,  and  Oct.  3.  of  the  same  year. 
Nathaniel  Dickinson,  Jr.  was  elected  a  delegate  to  the  first  Trovincial 
Congress,  v.hich  met  at  Concord,  Oct.  11.  Jan.  2,  1775,  Mr.  Dickinson  w  as 
•elected  a  delegate  to  the  Provincial  Congress  which  met  at  Cambridge. 
Feb.  I,  of  that  year.  Hadley  voted,  Jan.  13,  1775,  that  its  selectmen 
.should  confer  with  the  districts  of  .\mherst  and  South  Hadley  and  tiie 
town  of  Granby  to  know  whether  or  not,  they  or  any  of  them,  would  unite 
with  Hadley  to  send  a  delegate  to  tiie  Congress  at  Cambridge,  but  Amiierst 
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seems  to  have  forestalled  this  action  by  choosing  a  delegate  of  its  own. 
Feb.  2 J,  1775,  Amherst  voted  to  purchase  a  supply  of  powder,  lead  and 
liints,  and  at  the  same  meeting  voted  to  pay  the  province  money  then  in  the 
District's  possession  or  that  remained  to  be  collected  to  Henry  Gardner  of 
Stowe,  rather  than  to  Harrison  Gray;  the  latter  held  his  appointment  from 
the  king.  A  committee  of  inspection  was  chosen  at  this  meeting,  also  one 
to  procure  subscriptions  for  the  needy  persons  in  Boston  and  Charlestown. 

April  19,  1775,  came  the  "Lexington  alarm,"  to  which  the  ''minute 
men  "  throughout  the  colony  responded.  It  was  the  prompter's  call  to  the 
overture  of  the  mighty  war  drama,  that  was  to  extend  through  long  and 
weary  acts  until  the  final  curtain  descended  upon  a  nation  new-born  and 
consecrated  for  all  time  to  liberty  under  the  law.  A  congress  of  committees 
from  every  town  and  district  in  Hamphire  county,  except  Charlemont  and 
Southwick,  had  been  held  in  Northampton,  Sept.  22  and  23,  1774,  "to 
consult  upon  me  isures  to  be  taken  in  this  time  of  general  distress  in  the  prov- 
ince, occasioned  by  the  late  attacks  of  the  BritishParliament  upon  the  consti- 
tution of  said  province  Amherst  was  represented  at  this  convention  by 
Moses  Dickinson,  Jacob  McDaniel  and  John  Dickinson.  A  series  of  resolu- 
tions was  adopted,  calling,  among  other  things,  for  a  Provincial  Congress  to 
assemble  at  Concord  in  October,  recommending  that  no  province  money 
be  paid  to  H,  Gray,  treasurer'',  and  exhorting  all  the  inhabitants  of  the 
county  to  acquaint  themselves  with  the  military  art,  under  such  persons  as 
they  might  choose,  and  to  supply  themselves  with  arms  and  ammunition. 
In  accordance  with  these  resolutions,  companies  of  "  minute  men  "  were 
formed  in  nearly  every  town  and  district,  prepared  to  march  to  the  scene  of 
disturbance  on  the  first  alarm.  It  was  natural  that  the  command  of  the 
Amherst  company  should  be  entrusted  to  Reuben  Dickinson.  A  son  of 
Kbenezer  Dickinson  "one  of  the  original  settlers,  in  the  prime  of  life,  a 
prominent  man  in  district  affairs,  his  military  experience  gained  in  the 
French  and  Indian  w  ars  especially  fitted  him  for  the  position.  His  company 
was  one  of  the  first  from  this  vicinity  to  respond  to  the  Lexington  alarm, 
and  witlv  him,  under  his  command,  went  the  following  men  : 

Joseph  Dickinson.  2d  lieut.,  Ezra  Rood,  serg't,  Adam  Rice,  corp'l, 

Kbenezer  Kastnian,  corp'I,  Clement  .Marshall.  Ebenezer  Kelloj^g-, 

John  Hodden.  John  In,:j^ram,  Reuben  Dickinson.  Jr., 

Thomas  Morton,  John  Eastman,  Kbenezer  Mattoon. 

•Samuel  Huckman.  Luke  Coffm.  Stephen  Smith, 

Waitstill  I3ickinson,  Eldad  .Moody,  Timothy  Green, 

-Azariah  Dickinson,  Ebenezer  Dickinson,  1-^lilui  Dickinson, 

Martin  Smith,  Reuben  Smith,  Simeon  Smith, 

William  May,  Ambrose  Williams. 

Other  members  of  this  company  came  from  surrounding  towns : 
Daniel  Shays  of  Felham,  afterwards  leader  of  the  Shays  rebellion,  was  a 
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sergeant  in  it.    The  company  marched  to  Cambridge  and  was  in  conin:  . 
sion  eleven  days,  although  some  of  its  members  remained  longer  in  ser\  ;. 
The  men  on  the  ''alarm  roll"  of  the  company  were  paid  /"Sg,  i,  5. 

Lieut.  Noah  Dickinson  of  Amherst  also  led  a  company  to  C'ambrid^ 
-at  the  time  of  this  alarm  ;  the  following  Amherst  men  were  in  his  comniai].. 


Henry  Franklin,  serg't, 
David  Blodgett, 
Amasa  Allen, 
Nathaniel  Dickinson, 
Elihu  Hubbard, 


Lemuel  Moody,  serg't. 
Oliver  Clapp, 
Stephen  Cole, 
Hezekiah  Cole, 
Zachariah  Hawley. 


Joel  Moody,  corp'l, 
Elisha  Dickinson, 
Chileab  Smith, 
Jacob  Warner, 


In  Capt.  Noadiah  Leonard's  company  that  responded  to  this  alanit 

and  served  seven  days,  were  the  following  from  Amherst  : 

Reuben  Bishop,                 Samuel  Field,  FLlias  Smith, 

Moses  Hastings,                Simeon  Pomeroy,  Gideon  Henderson, 

Samuel  Gould,                  John  Billings,  Isaac  Goodale.  V>  , 

In  Lieut.  Eli  Parker's  company,  that  also  responded  to  this  alarii: 
were  the  following:  from  Amherst : 


Thomas  Hastings, 
Noah  Smith, 
Enos  Coleman, 


Thomas  Bascom,  serg't,  Joel  Billings, 

Gideon  Dickinson,  John  Ingram, 

Elijah  Hastings,  Reuben  Cowls, 

Elijah  Elmore,  John  Lee. 

These  companies  all  served  in  the  Hampshire  county  regiment  com- 
manded by  Col.  Ruggles  Woodbridge  of  South  Hadley.  The  latter  part  of 
April,  1776,  the  "minute  men''  disbanded.  Capt.  Reuben  Dickinson 
organized,  May  i,  a  new  company  that  served  for  three  months  and  eight 
days.  This  contained  many  members  of  the  old  company,  as  is  shown 
by  the  following  list  of  Amherst  men: 


Adam  Rice,  serg't, 
Levi  Smitli,  fifer, 
Benjamin  Buckman, 
Giles  Church, 
John  Hastings, 
Archelas  Leonard, 
David  Pettis, 
James  Shay, 


Ebenezer  Kellogg,Jr., corp'l,  Elihu  Dickinson,  corp'l, 


Elijah  Alden, 
IClijah  Baker, 
Azariah  Dickinson, 
Ebenezer  Kellogg, 
Clement  Marshall, 
Caesar  Prutt, 
Ambrose  Williams, 
Shelah  Dickinson. 


Samuel  Buckman, 
Luke  Coffin, 
David  Hawley, 
Henry  Lee, 
John  Dickinson, 
Daniel  Rolf, 
Richard  Waite. 


Daniel  Shays  was  2d  lieut.  of  this  company.  The  pay  of  the  com- 
pany to  Aug.  I,  1775,  was  ^289,  12,  10. 

Capt.  James  Hendrick  of  Amherst  led  a  company  to  Cambridge  at  the 
time  of  the  Lexington  alarm;  from  a  return  of  his  command  from  Charles- 
town  Camp  Xo.  3,  dated  Jan.  13,  1776,  the  following  Amherst  names  are 
taken  : 
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Joel  Moody,  serg't, 
Stephen  Smith, 
Samuel  Ingram, 
EHsha  Dickinson, 
Ethan  Billings, 
Jonathan  Edwards, 


Reuben  Dickinson,  Jr., 
Joseph  Nash, 
Aaron  Dickinson, 
Ebenezer  Pettis, 
Henry  Dyer, 
Timothy  Smith, 
Elijah  Elmer. 


Joseph  Pettis, 
Amariah  Dana, 
Martin  Smith, 
Levi  Clark, 
John  Lee, 
Timothy  Smith, 


;d, 


In  a  list  of  eight-months'  men  who  served  from  the  outbreak  of  the 
war,  many  of  them  being  "minute  men"  who  afterwards  enlisted  in  the 
Continental  service,  are  found  the  names  of  the  following  Amherst  men : 

In  Capt.  Noadiah  Leonard's  company: 


Moses  Cook,  serg't, 
Simeon  Pomeroy, 
Abner  Nash, 
Gideon  Henderson, 
Samuel  Church. 


Samuel  Field,  corp'l, 
Samuel  Gould, 
Elias  Smith, 
Ebenezer  Field, 


Joseph  McClench. 


Robert  Brown, 


Stephen  Hills. 


Samuel  Gould,  lieut., 
Moses  Hastings, 
John  Billings, 
Isaac  Goodale,'^'''^ 
Amos  Nash, 

In  Capt.  John  Wiley's  company: 

John  Burns,  Michael  Kief, 

In  Capt.  Moses  Kellogg's  conipany 

Thomas  Dunton,  Simeon  Forbes. 

•  John  Nichols. 

In  Capt.  John  Popham's  company : 

Jeremiah  Lampson,  —  Weston, 

A  return  of  men  belonging  to  Ephraim  Coney's  company,  dated  Cam- 
bridge, Oct.  7,  1775,  contains  the  name  of  Daniel  McGrath  of  Amherst, 
who  was  taken  captive  June  17,  the  day  of  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill. 
Capt.  Moses  Kellogg's  company  was  on  command  to  Quebec  "  and 
Robert  Brown  and  John  Nichols  are  said  to  have  enlisted  in  the  train," 
i.  e.  the  artillery.  Capt.  Popham's  company  was  connected  with  CoL 
Richard  Gridley's  regiment  of  artillery.  The  company  commanded  by 
Capt.  Reuben  Dickinson,  numbering  60  men,  was  stationed  June  14,  1775, 
at  the  college."  This  company  took  part  in  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill, 
June  17,  but  was  not  in  the  intrenchments.  Sept.  30,  1775,  the  company 
was  stationed  on  the  west  side  of  Prospect  Hill,  and  m  December  at  Lach- 
mere's  Point,  where  one  of  its  members,  Abel  \\'oods  of  Shutesbury,  was 
wounded  by  a  cannon-ball  from  a  British  man-of-war. 

May  4,  1775,  Amherst  appointed  a  committee  to  provide  stores  for 
the  army  assembled  at  Cambridge.  At  the  same  meeting  the  District 
'*  entered  into  an  examination  of  Mr.  Josiah  (Jhauncey."  While  the  spirit 
of  patriotism  was  strong  within  the  District,  an  influential  body  of  citizens 
remained  loyal  to  King  George.  John  Dickinson  estimated  that  nearly 
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half  the  inhabitants  were  tories  or  neutrals  ;  among  the  more  prominent 
tories  were  Dr.  David  Parsons,  Simeon  Strong,  Solomon  and  William 
Boltwood,  Josiah  and  Isaac  Chauncey.  Mr.  Dickinson  stated  to  Mr. 
Judd  that  the  residents  in  Shutesbury  and  Pelham  were  ready  to  assist. 

in  a  mob  way  or  otherwise,"  in  disposing  of  the  troublesome  element. 
But  the  patriots  in  Amherst  were  abundantly  able  to  fight  their  own  battles: 
and  were  prompt  to  discipline  such  as  were  unfriendly  to  the  "  common 
cause."  Josiah  Chauncey  held  a  commission  from  the  king  as  justice  of 
the  peace,  and  this  he  was  ordered  to  burn,  also  to  deliver  his  firearms  into 
the  hands  of  the  selectmen.  He  also  held  a  commission  as  captain  in  the 
militia,  received  from  Gov.  Hutchinson  in  1773.  John  Field  held  a  com- 
mission as  lieutenant  in  the  same  company  and  John  Nash  one  as  ensign. 
At  a  meeting  of  officers  held  in  Northampton,  Nov.  11,  1774,  these  officers, 
and  thirty  others,  renounced  all  authority  they  might  iiave  by  commission 
from  Gov.  Hutchinson,  but  this  did  not  satisfy  the  patriots  in  Anihcrst  : 
they  made  Mr.  Chauncey  give  them  his  commission  and  burned  it  in  public, 
with  some  display.  At  a  meeting  held  May  9,  it  was  voted  that  John 
Nash  should  destroy  his  commission  and  that  the  arms  of  Mr.  Chauncey 
should  be  returned  to  him.  May  24,  1775,  Nathaniel  Dickinson,  Jr.,  was 
elected  a  delegate  to  the  Congress  to  be  held  at  Watertown  the  31st  of 
that  month  ;  and  July  10,  ■Nloses  Dickinson  was  chosen  as  representative 
to  the  General  Assembly  to  be  held  at  Watertown  the  19th.  The  Rev.  Dr. 
David  Parsons  was  an  ardent  tory,  and  doubtless  took  little  pains  to  conceal 
his  disapproval  of  the  actions  of  the  patriots  ;  at  a  meeting  held  Aug.  10, 
1775,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  go  to  him  and  desire  him  to  attend  the 
meeting,  but  there  is  no  record  as  to  the  committee's  success  in  their  mission. 
June  13,  1776,  the  District  voted  that  if  Congress  should  declare  the 
colonies  independent  of  Great  Britain,,  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of 
Amherst  solemnly  engage  with  our  lives  and  fortunes  to  support  them  in 
the  measure."    A  noble  pledge,  as  nobly  to  be  fulfilled. 

June  25,  1776,  the  General  Court  ordered  that  5000  men  should  be 
raised.  Those  going  from  six  counties  were  designed  for  Canada,  from 
four  counties  for  New  A'ork,  where  Gen.  Washington  had  established  his 
headquarters.  The  troops  to  be  raised  in  Hampshire  county  wtre  to  march 
to  Canada,  and  were  offered  a  bounty  of  £'j  each.  The  number  to  be 
raised  in  the  county  was  754,  of  which  Amherst  was  to  furnish  27,  Hadley 
13,  South  Hadley  12,  Sunderland  9,  and  other  places  in  proportion  to  their 
population.  This  order  was  followed  on  the  loth  of  July,  immediately 
after  the  declaration  of  independence,  by  an  order  for  tlie  enlistment 
of  every  2  5tii  man  in  the  state,  to  reinforce  tlie  northern  army.  The  form 
of  enlistment  in  Hampsiiire  and  Berkshire  counties  was  as  follows: 
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We  the  subscribers  do  hereby  severall}'  inlist  ourselves  into  the  Service  of 
the  United  American  Colonies,  until  the  hrst  Day  of  January  next,  if  they  Should 
require  it: — and  each  of  us  do  en^^a3:e  to  furnish  and  carry  with  us  into  the  Ser- 
vice aforesaid,  a  Good  effective  Fire  Arm  &  Blanket;  (also,  a  good  Bayonet  & 
Cartridge  Pouch,  and  a  Hatchet,  or  Tomahawk  or  Cutting  Sword,  if  possible. 
And  we  severally  consent  to  be  Formed  into  a  Regiment  under  the  Command  of 
such  Field  Officers,  Captains  and  Subalterns  as  are  or  may  be  appointed  &  com- 
missioned by  the  American  Congress  &  when  so  formed,  we  engage  to  r^Iarch 
under  said  Officers  into  Canada  with  the  utmost  E!xpidition,  and  we  further  agree 
during  the  Time  aforesaid  to  be  subject  to  such  Generals  or  superior  Officers  as 
are  or  shall  be  appointed,  and  to  be  under  such  Regulations  in  every  respect  as 
are  provided  for  the  American  Army. 

Dated  the   of  A.  D,  1776." 

Among  the  first  to  respond  to  this  call  was  Capt.  Reuben  Dickinson, 
who  enlisted  a  company  of  86  men  from  Amherst  and  adjoining  towns. 
This  company  was  attached  to  Col.  Ruggles  Wooclbridge's  regiment  and 
marched  to  I'iconderoga.  I'hey  served  from  July  i,  1776  to  March  i. 
1777  and  received  pay  at  the  rate  of  one  penny  per  mile  and  one  day's 
pay  for  each  20  miles.    Following  are  the  names  of  the  men  from  Amherst : 

Timothy  Henderson, corp'l.  David  Adams,  drummer,      Firmin  Woods, 

John  Billings.  Jr.,  Daniel  Lane,  David  Hawley, 

Hezekiah  Cowls,  John  Flodden,  Elihu  Dickinson, 

Amasa  Allen.  Gideon  Lee,  Noah  Hawley, 

Enos  Rolf,  Noah  Gould,  John  Workman, 

James  Barnes,  Abner  Nash.  Simeon  Pomeroy, 

Simeon  Peck.  Jr.,  Samuel  Gould.  Jr.,  Benjamin  Rolf, 

Adam  Dike,  John  Hastings. 

In  Zaccheus  Crocker's  conipany  of  Col.  Wright's  regiment  were  the 
following  from  Amherst: 

Silas  Billings,         .  Joel  Dickinson,  Archelus  Leonard. 

April  23,  1777,  two  battalion  of  750  men  each  were  ordered  from 
Hampshire  county  for  two  months'  service  around  Ticonderoga.  The 
following  men  from  Amherst  responded  to  this  call,  and  were  enrolled  in 
Capt.  Oliver's  company  of  Col.  Grafton's  regiment  : 

Reuben  Dickinson,  Jr..       James  Barnes.  Elijah  Baker, 

David  Pettis,  Joseph  Aldrich,  Hezekiah  Cowls, 

vSamuel  Gould.  Preserved  Briggs. 

John  St.  Clair  served  in  Sumner's  company  and  John  Fox  in  Flower's 

conii)anyof  Grafton's  regiment  ;  Noali  (}ould.  Samuel  Flarper  and  

Bigelow  in  Shays'  conipimy  in  I-^utnam's  regiment,  David  Mawley  in 
Day's  company  of  .Alden's  regiment,  Nath'l  \'ale  in  Alvord's  company  of 
Shephard's  regiment  and  Samuel  Buckman  in  Miller's  company  of  Putnam's 
regiment. 
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A  pay-roll  of  Capt.  Eli  Parker's  -company  in  Col.  Leonard's  regiment 
of  militia,  who  marched  from  Hampshire  county  to  Ticonderoga,  May  8, 
1777,  contains  the  names  of  .the  following  men  from  Belchertown,  Granby 
and  Amherst,  the  particular  place  of  residence  not  being  given.  Their 
enlistment  was  for  two  months  : 


Eleazer  Warner,  istlieut.,   Samuel  Cook.  2d  lieut., 
Silas  Matthews,  serg't,        David  Town.serg't, 
Timothy  Stockwell,  serg't,  K.  Nash,  drunimer, 
Amasa  Smith,  corp'l, '        Samuel  Hastings,  corp'l, 
Nathaniel  ButterlieldjCorp'l, Moses  Alvord,  " 


John  Burchit, 
Enos  Cook. 
Silvanus  Chapin, 
Samuel  Deane, 
Enos  Goodman, 
Oliver  Hastings, 
John  Kibbee, 
Amos  Lamb, 
Lewis  Morgan, 
Daniel  Plumley, 
Caleb  Smith, 
Stephen  Shumway, 
Samuel  Taylor, 
Jonathan  Warner, 
Sewal  Warner, 
Jeremiah  Pike, 


John  Bush, 
Juda  Clark, 
Benjamin  Clough, 
Jonas  EUwell, 
Eliph'  Gaylord, 
Timothy  Hilyard, 
Ebenezer  Kentlield, 
Elisha  Moody,  • 
Simeon  Peck. 
-  Daniel  Reed, 
Paul  Smith, 
Enoch  Thayer, 
William  Towne, 
Enos  Woodbrady, 
David  Worthington, 
Aaron  Smith, 


Enos  Day,  ensign, 
Matthew  Moody,  serg't, 
Reuben  Smith,  lifer. 
John  Cole,  corp'l, 
Joshua  Burt, 
Jonathan  Burnett, 
Israel  Cole, 
Adonijah  Cole,  . 
Daniel  Gould, 
Joseph  Goodale, 
Elijah  Hannum, 
Silas  Lee, 
William  Montague, 
James  Persifield, 
Daniel  Smith, 
Elisha  Steele, 
Amasa  Shumway. 
William  Towne,  2d, 
William  Waite. 
Joshua  Whitney, 
Nathan'l  Abbott. 


In  Capt.  Aaron  Ilaynes'  company  in  the  Canadian  campaign  were 
Selah  I^ickinson,  who  served  from  April  i  to  December,  1776,  and  Ebene- 
zer Kellogg,  who  enlisted  ^Liy  i,  and  died  Nov.  22,  of  the  same  year. 

In  a  list  of  those  who  served  at  least  six  months  previous  to  March, 
1777,  at  Dorchester,  in  Capt.  Oliver  Lyman's  company,  were  the  following 
from  Amherst  : 


Henry  Lee,  serg't, 
Isaac  Gould, 
Nathaniel  Edwards, 


Jonathan  Warner, 
Azariah  Dickinson, 
Simeon  Dickinson. 


John  Fox, 
Levi  Dickinson, 


In  a  list  of  those  who  served  two  months  from  May  7  to  JulyS,  1777, 
under  Capt.  John  Thompson,  called  out  to  reinforce  the  Northern  army, 
are  found  the  followimr  Amherst  names  : 


Noah  Dickinson,  li 
Levi  Smith,  fifcr, 
Simeon  Dickinson, 
]'21ijah  Dickinson, 
Tiiomas  Morton, 


cut.,       Luke  Coffin,  serg't, 
David  Jilodgett, 
Levi  Dickinson. 
Timothy  Dickinson, 
Ebenezer  Mattoon,  Jr. 


Ebenezer  Eastman,  corp'l, 
l>enjamin  Buckman, 
Zimri  Dickinson, 
John  Ingram, 


In  Capt.  Jeremiah  Ballard's  cf)iiipany  witli  the  northern  army  from 
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May  lo  to  July  30,  1777,  were  Lieut.  Jonathan  Dickinson,  David  Lord 
and  Aaron  Smith. 

In  July,  1777,  Capt.  Reuben  Dickinson  marched  with  his  company  to 
Mosses'  creek  to  reinforce  the  army  and  was  attached  to  Col.  Elisha  Porter's 
regiment.  The  company  served  38  days  and  included  the  following  men 
from  Amherst  : 


Joel  Moody,  serg't, 
Medad  Dickinson, 
Giles  Church, 
Amos  Ayres 
Samuel  In,2:ram, 


Daniel  Benjamin, 
Medad  Moody. 
John  Dickinson. 
Nathaniel  Dickinson, 
Henry  Chandler. 
Reuben  Smitli. 


Azariah  Dickinson, 
Thomas  Williams, 
P^nos  Cook, 
Timothy  Green, 
Joseph  Pettis, 


Amherst  was  represented  in  the  expedition  that  marched  for  the 
defense  of  Pennington,  Aug.  .17,  1777,  by  the  following  men,  under  com- 
mand of  Capt.  Oliver  Smith  : 

Moses  Kello2:e:, 


Jonathan  Ingram 
Elihu  Dickinson, 


John  Kibbee, 
Ebenezer  Pomeroy, 


They  supplied  their  own  provisions,  carried  their  own  baggage,  and 
were  out  seven  days. 

Aug.  9,  1 7  77,  there  was  a  call  for  further  reinforcements  for  the  Northern 
army,  and  Capt.  Closes  Hawley  and  Capt.  Samuel  Cook  went  to  the  front 
and  were  attached  to  Col.  \\'oodbridge's  regiment  in  the  army  of  Gen. 
Gates.  In  Capt.Hawley's  company  were  Lieut.  Jonathan  Dickinson,  Lieut. 
Elisha  Baker  and  Serg't  Lemuel  Clark  of  Amherst  ;  in  Capt.  Cook's  com- 
pany were  the  following  Amherst  men  : 


Ebenezer  Mattoon.  lieut., 
Levi  Smith,  fifer, 
Timothy  Dickinson. 
Abner  Nash. 


Luke  Coffin,  serg't, 
David  IModgett. 
Simeon  Dickinson, 
Jacob  Warner, 


Adam  Rice,  serg't, 
Zimri  Dickinson, 
Lsaac  Marshall, 
Philip  higram. 


Capt.  Hawley's  company  was  out  from  Aug.  14  to  Nov.  29;  Capt. 
Cook's  company  from  Aug.  17  to  Dec.  7  ;  the  latter  was  in  the  battle  of 
Bemis  Heights",  Oct.  7.  These  companies,  as  well  as  that  under  com- 
mand of  Capt.  Reuben  Dickinson,  took  part  in  the  battles  of  Sept.  19  and 
Oct.  7,  and  were  present  at  the  surrender  of  Burgoyne,  Oct.  17. 

Aug.  18,  1777,  there  was  an  alarm  at  New  Providence,  and  of  the 
company  under  Lieut.  Noah  Dickinson's  command  that  responded,  being 
out  four  davs,  were  the  following;,  mostly  from  Amherst: 


Lsaac  Hubbard,  serg't, 
Josiah  Warner,  serg't, 
Jolm  Ingram, 
William  .May. 
Ebenezer  Dickinson, 
Zachariah  Hawlev. 


Joseph  Dickinson,  serg't, 
I'.benezer  Mattoon, 
Abner  Adams. 
Martin  k't.llogg, 
Daniel  Cliurch, 
John  Eastman, 
Levi  Dickinson. 


Henry  Franklin,  serg't, 
Aaron  Alvord, 
Amariah  Dana. 
Justus  Williams, 
Jeremiah  Cody,  l- 
Elislia  Dickinson, 


)  4o  h 
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There  was  an  alarm  at  Stillwater,  Sept.  23,  and  Capt.  Reuben  Dick- 
inson responded  with  his  company  in  which  were  the  following  Amherst 
men :  . 


Noah  Dickinson,  lieut., 
Thomas  Marshall,  corp'I, 
John  Ingram, 
David  Cowls, 
William  May, 
Ebenezer  Dickinson, 
Ebenezer  Eastman, 


Henry  Franklin,  serg't,  Josiah  Warner,  serg't, 
Benjamin  Buckman,  corp'I,  Stephen  Smith, 


Elihu  Dickinson, 
Nathan  Dickinson, 
Simeon  Cowls, 
Lemuel  Moody, 
Henry  Chandler, 
Elijah  Dickinson. 


David  Blodgett, 
Ehhu  Hubbard, 
Hezekiah  Beldinj 
Timothy  Green. 
Seth  Dickinson, 


In  January,  1777,  a  call  was  issued  for  men  to  serve  three  years; 
among  those  who  enlisted  were  the  following  from  x\mherst : 

Willis  Coy,  Reuben  Dickinson,  Samuel  Gould. 

David  Pettis,  Joseph  Young,  Samuel  Brown. 

Noadiah  Lewis  enlisted  to  serve  during  the  war. 

In  the  foregoing  list  of  names,  some  that  are  credited  to  Amherst 
cannot  be  found  on  any  list  of  inhabitants  at  that  time.  The  muster- 
rolls  and  pay-rolls  from  which  they  were  copied  are  far  from  accurate  and 
complete  in  giving  the  towns  to  which  the  soldiers  belonged,  but  it  is  thought 
best  to  give  all  the  names  that  appear  on  these  rolls  as  coming  from 
Amherst,  lest  by  omitting  those  that  are  unfamiliar  an  injustice  should  be 
done.  If  there  is  repetition  of  names,  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  the 
same  men  served  in  different  commands,  and  that,  especially  as  regards 
the  Dickinsons,  there  were  many  individuals  of  the  same  iiame. 


CHAPTER  XII. 


The  Committee  of  Safety. — Tories  Imprisoned. — Simeox  Strong's 
Blanket. — The  Battle  of  Saratoga. — Hiring  and  Drafting 
Soldiers. 

While  the  soldiers  that  Amlierst  sent  out  were  engaged  in  active  ser- 
vice against  the  enemy,  the  patriots  wlio  remained  at  home  were  as  busily 
engaged  in  suppressing  toryism  which  llourished  in  Andierst  to  a  notable 
degree.  Jan.  2 1,  1777,  tiie  District  appointed  a  committee  to  notify  the 
Rev.  David  i'arsons  that  liis  conduct  was     not  friendly  with  regard  to  the 
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Common  Cause."  Mr.  Parsons'  reply  is  not  on  record.  July  7  of  the 
same  year  the  selectmen  brought  in  a  list  of  four  persons  who  were 
"supposed  to  be  Inimical  .to  the  Interest  of  the  United  States."  It  is 
interesting  to  note  that  at  a  meeting  held  Aug.  12,  each  of  these  names  was 
ordered  to  be  stricken  from  the  list.  The  action  of  the  town  in  striking 
these  names  from  the  list  was  not  in  accordance  with  the  sentiments  of  the 
local  committee  of  safety,  which  at  the  time  was  impowered  with,  or  arro- 
gated to  itself,  police  powers  of  extraordinary  latitude.  Committees  from 
other  towns  were  called  in  consultation,  the  accused  were  summoned  before 
them,  with  the  following  result  as  shown  in  a  memorandum,  not  dated, 
contained  in  the  state  archives  : 

"  At  a  meeting  from  the  several  Towns  (viz.)  Sunderland,  Shutesbiiry  and 
Leverett,  by  request  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  together  with  the  Militia  Officers 
of  the  Town  of  Amherst,  to  advise  with  and  take  into  Consideration  the  Dangerous 
Situation  of  that  town  together  with  the  State  of  America  from  a  number  of  per- 
sons, in  the  aforesaid  Town  who  are  suspected  to  be  Enemies  to  the  American 
States  after  examining  and  questioning  the  following  Persons  before  this  Body 
namely  Ebenezer  Boltwood,  John  Field,  John  Xash,  Simeon  Strong,  Esq.,  John 
Field  Jun,  Samuel  Boltwood.  Moses  Cooke,  Ephraim  Kellogg,  John  Boltwood,  It 
is  our  Opinion  that  all  the  above  mentioned  persons  are  all  unfriendly  to  their 
country  &  ought  to  be  esteemed  as  such — It  is  therefore  the  Steadfast  Resolve  of 
this  Body  that  the  above  named  persons  together  with  Dea°  Edwards,  Daniel 
Kellogg,  Joseph  Church  and  Esq""  Chauncey  be  confined  Namely  Eben""  Boltwood 
John  Field  John  Xash  Simeon  Strong  Esq""  John  Field  Jun  Sam'  Boltwood  Moses 
Cooke  John  Boltwood  Esq  Chauncey  be  confined  all  together  at  the  house  APJohn 
Field  now  Dwells  in  with  a  Sufticient  Guard  to  attend  them  on  their  own  cost  may 
have  license  if  they  please  to  attend  publick  worship  under  s'^  Guard  also  Dea'* 
Edward  Daniel  Kellogg  Joseph  Church  and  Ephraim  Kellogg  be  confined  to  their 
farms  with  this  penalty  that  if  they  break  over  said  limits  that  they  be  closely  con- 
fined upon  their  own  cost  these  have  also  liberty  to  attend  publick  worship  &  funerals 
within  the  limits  of  their  own  town  and  retire  immediately  home—It  is  also  resolved 
that  all  and  every  ot  the  above  named  Persons  make  an  immediate  Surrender  of  their 
fire  Arms  powder  Ball  Sword.  Bayonet  Cutlass  and  every  warlike  implement  that 
may  be  of  quick  &  Dangerous  use  into  the  hands  of  this  body  or  their  committee 
chosen  for  that  purpose  to  be  kept  &  justly  appraised  with  the  owners  name  and  an 
exact  account  of  every  utensel  Delivered  to  said  Committee  to  be  kept  till  further 
orders;  we  are  also  of  opinion  that  not  any  of  the  above  named  Persons  or  any 
belonging  to  their  families  be  allowed  to  keep  a  house  of  entertainment  If  they  Do 
they  will  incur  tlie  Despleasure  of  this  Body."" 

'J'he  committee  of  safety  having  taken  this  action,  application  was 
made  by  them  to  the  (rcncral  Court  to  learn  what  should  be  done  with  these 
prisoners,  for  such,  in  a  restricted  sense,  they  were.  The  following  minute 
shows  how  this  application  was  received  at  Boston  : 

"The  Conuuiltee  to  whom  was  referred  the  inimical  of  John  Billini;  in  behalf 
of  the  Committee  of  Amherst,  and  also  the  I'etition  of  sundry  Inhal)itants  of  said 
Town,  have  considered  tlie  same  and  are  of  opinion  that  the  Laws  of  the  State 
liave  made  ample  provsion  for  the  punishing  of  offenders. 
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That  the  Persons  apprehended  &  under  Guard  ought  forthwith  to  be  carried 
tefore  the  next  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  the  County  of  Hampshire.  And  the  Charges 
against  them  be  exhibited  in  .writing.  That  such  Justice  may,  if  the  matter  alledged 
shall  appear  to  him  a  Violation  of  the  Law  of  the  State  order  them  to  Recognize 
in  reasonable  Sums  with  Surety,  to  appear  before  the  next  Superior  Court  of  Judi- 
cature Sec  for  Said  County  to  answer  thereto,  and  in  the  mean  Time  to  keep  the 
Peace  and  be  of  good  behavior  or  Commit  them  to  Goal  if  the  Nature  of  the 
crime  shall  appear  to  him  to  require  it — and  in  case  the  charges  exhibited  against 
them  shall  not  appear  sufficient  to  induce  the  Justice  to  commit  them  to  Prison  for 
Trial,  or  to  oblige  them  to  find  sureties  to  answer  the  cause  before  the  Sup  Court 
The  said  Persons  now  under  Guard  be  released  from  their  confinement. 

D.  Sewell. 

Sep  lo'^  1777  Read&  approved  Jx°  Avery  Dep  Sec'y." 

The  petition  of  the  imprisoned  men,  alluded  to  above,  was  addressed 
to  the  Council  and  read  as  follows : 

"To  the  Hon^'^'  Council  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay  Humbly  shows  the 
Subscribers  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Amherst,  in  the  County  of  Plampshire 
and  now  Prisoners  in  close  confinement  in  Said  Amherst  by  order  of  a  Body  of 
People  from  several  Towns  lately  assembled  there,  that  on-  the  twenty  six  Day  of 
June  last  past  a  legal  Meeting  of  the  Inhabitants  of  said  Town  was  holden  there 
persuant  to  the  late  act  of  the  General  Court  of  this  State  in  order  to  examine  and 
determine  whether  any  of  the  Inhabitants  were  inimical  to  the  Cause  of  America 
So  as  to  be  dangerous  to  the  Safety  of  the  States,  which  Meeting  being  thence 
continued  by  several  adjournments  to  the  12th  day  of  August  current  it  was  voted 
by  a  full  and  clear  Majority  of  said  Inhabitants  that  the  Names  of  all  such  Persons 
as  had  been  Exhibited  on  the  List  by  the  Selectmen  as  Suspected  Persons  (being 
only  four  in  Number)  should  be  struck  off  from  the  List,  and  there  having  been  no 
other  Names  voted  by  the  Town  to  be  added  to  said  List,  the  Meeting  was  dis- 
solved. Afterwards  to  wit  on  the  25"^  Day  of  August  Current  we  were  required  in 
the  Name  of  a  body  of  People  assembled  at  the  Meeting  House  in  said  Town  to 
appear  there,  and  having  accordingly  appeared  we  were  soon  ordered  under  Guard, 
and  after  sometime  of  confinement  brought  separately  before  the  same  People  and 
■demanded  of  in  the  Name  of  the  Body  by  one  who  officiated  as  Chairman  to  make 
direct  answer  to  this  Question  {x'v/)  A  re  yoii  desirous  to  be  indepetident  oftJie  Croun 
of  Great  Britain  accordin{r  to  tJie  Declai-ation  of  the  Congress  passed  in  the 
Year  iyy6?  to  which  some  of  us  answered  expressly  in  the  Negative,  others 
answered  that  having  been  Present  at  the  Meeting  that  was  called  by  order 
of  the  General  Court  for  collecting  the  sentiments  of  the  People,  they  did 
not  vote  for  Independence  because  they  were  not  of  opinion  it  would  be  for 
the  Interest  of  the  Country.  Another  question  was  then  commonly  put  (viz.) 
ha7'e  yoii  ever  altered  your  opitiion  Since?  Which  was  answered  in  the 
negative — whereupon  Each  one  was  remanded  into  Confinement,  untill  the  Number 
of  the  Examined  and  confined  amounted  to  thirteen,  who  being  ordered  back  to 
the  Same  Body  of  People  a  certain  Paper  was  ordered  by  the  Chairman  to  be  read 
to  us  by  the  Clerks  as  the  Resolves  of  the  whole  Body;  a  true  coi)y  of  which  (as 
we  believe)  and  of  the  Question  put  to  us  we  shall  herewith  exhibit,  in  the  Hand 
writing  of  him  who  officiated  as  Clerk  tho  we  are  not  able  to  procure  an  attestation 
of  it  as  by  the  .Authority  of  whicii,  and  according  to  the  Tenor  of  it  we  are  now 
imprisoned  and  although  no  mention  is  therein  made  what  Shall  be  the  Duration 
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of  our  Confinement,  yet  we  were  told  before  the  same  Body  of  People  that  it  was 
their  Intent  that  we  should  be  thus  confined  untill  Application  Should  be  made  to 
the  General  Court  to  know  how  we  should  be  disposed  of:  and  we  are  informed 
that  it  was  by  them  left  with  the  Com""  of  Amherst  to  make  such  Application. 
But  whereas  we  think  it  probable  that  the  Cognisance  of  such  a  matter  will  belong 
to  the  Hon'''"  Council  rather  than  to  the  General  Court,  we  beg  y""  Honors  Candid 
Attention  to  the  Matters  herein  set  forth,  and  that  this  our  Representation  may  be 
admitted  and  attended  to  by  the  Plon'^''"  General  Court  or  Council  according  as  one 
or  the  other  Shall  receive  the  Application  from  the  Com'''''— and  accordingly  we 
hereby  inform  your  Honors  that  we  know  of  no  Matter  proved  or  allcdged  against 
us  as  the  Cause  of  our  Confinement  but  what  is  above  Expressed  :  that  we  were 
not  called  upon  by  the  People  assembled  to  answer  to  any  Matter  of  Charge  nor 
accused  of  having  done  or  attempted  anything  against  the  Interest  of  the  States  ; 
and  whenever  any  of  us  alleged  that  whatever  were  ourprivate  Sentiments  respect- 
ing the  War,  we  had  done  our  full  Proportion  in  the  Expence  of  the  War,  no  one 
appeared  to  contradict  or  deny  it.  Having  made  this  our  humble  Representation 
to  your  Honors,  we  beg  your  kind  Attention  to  our  Situation  and  Circumstances, 
and  that  your  Honors  in  y'"  Wisdom  &  Justice  would  be  pleased  to  grant  us  all  that 
Relief  and  Liberty  which  our  past  Conduct  which  we  trust  has  been  innocent  & 
inoffencive  affords  us  Grounds  to  hope  for  &  Expect  and  as  in  Duty  bound  shall 
pray. 

Amherst,  Aug'  29"'  1777 

JosiAH  Chau-xcy,  Simeox  Strong,  John  Field, 

Ebenezer  Boltwood,   .Moses  Cook.  Samuel  Boltwood, 

John  Field, Jun'r  John  Boltwood,  John  Nash. 

The  troops  in  the  field  were  sadly  in  need  of  supplies  and  frequent 
calls  were  made  upon  the  towns  for  provisions  and  clothing.  In  January, 
1776.  Hampshire  county  was  called  upon  tofarnish3oo  blankets,  of  which 
Amherst  was  to  supply  eight.  The  selectmen,  finding  it  difticult  to  secure 
the  blankets  and  fire-arms  necessary  to  equip  their  soldiers,  "impressed  " 
a  blanket  from  Simeon  Strong.  Esq.  a  leading  Tory.  'Squire  Strong  brought 
suit  against  David  IJlodgett,  the  town  constable,  and  the  case  was  carried 
before  the  General  Court,  which,  after  protracted  discussion,  rendered  the 
following  judgnient  : 

'•Qn  th^  Petition  of  Moses  Dickinson  and  others,  Selectmenof  the  Town  of 
Amherst,  respecting  an  Action  brought  against  David  Blodgett.  Constable  of  that 
Town,  by  .Simion  Strong,  Esq.,  for  forcibly  taking  from  him  the  said  Strong  a 
Blanket : 

Resolved,  that  the  Selectman  pay  the  said  Strong  for  his  l^lanket  at  the 
apprized  \'alue  thereof  and  that  the  Action  commenced  by  the  said  Strong  against 
the  said  Blodget  be  stayed  ;  and  tiiat  the  Parties  suffer  the  Costs  which  have 
arisen  to  them  respecti\  ely.  " 

In  August  of  the  same  year  the  Comniissary  (General  was  ordered  to 
deliver  to  Mr.  Simeon  Smith  1 25  i)Ounds  weiglu  of  gunpowder  for  the  town 
of  Amherst.  In  1777,  Amherst  received  /^2i,o,  9,  in  jjayment  for  mileage 
and  canteens.     I"'eb.  5,  1  7  7  6,  a  convention  of  the  "  Committees  of  Safety" 
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in  the  several  towns  in  Hampshire  county  was  held  at  Northampton  ;  at 
this  gathering  Amherst  was  represented.  The  convention  considered  the 
suffering  condition  of  the  Northern  army  and  advised  the  committee  of 
supplies  to  forward  at  once  such  supplies  as  were  necessary  for  the  comfort 
of  the  army,  "  not  doubting  that  the  General  Court  will  approve  thereof." 

The  campaign  against  I'urgoyne  by  the  Northern  army  was  ably  con- 
ceived and  skilfully  executed.  The  surrender  of  Hurgoyne's  army  was 
the  tirst  great  victory  for  the  Continental  cause,  the  better  appreciated 
because  won  against  great  odds  and  at  a  time  when  the  fortunes  of  the 
re\-olutionists  were  at  a  low  ebb.  The  army  under  Gen.  Gates  was  largely 
composed  of  Massachusetts  men,  among  whom  none  did  better  service 
than  the  troops  from  Hampshire  county  and  from  Amherst.  They  were 
represented  at  every  important  battle  and  skirmish  in  the  campaign  and  were 
present  at  the  fmal  surrender.  Of  the  Amherst  men  who  were  engaged  in 
the  conliict,  none  bore  a  more  honorable  part  or  in  after  life  achieved 
greater  distinction  than  Ebenezer  ^^lattoon,  Jr.  He  served  hrst  as  lieu- 
tenant in  the  company  of  Capt.  Samuel  Cook  and  afterwards  was  lieutenant 
in  Capt.  l^^irrival's  company  of  artillery.  During  the  campaign,  while  at 
his  home  in  Amherst,  he  was  ordered  by  Gen.  (lates  to  proceed  to  Spring- 
tield  and  convey  a  number  of  cannon  from  that  place  to  the  held  of  oper- 
ations in  New  York,  He  rode  from  Amherst  to  Springfield  on  Sunday  and 
with  a  small  body  of  men  accomplished  the  task;  as  he  afterwards  took 
pleasure  in  saying,  "those  cannon  told  at  Saratoga."  Lieut.  Alattoon  took 
an  active  part  in  the  battle  of  Saratoga,  and  the  Hartford  (Conn.)  Couraiit 
under  date  of  Jan.  ii,  1836,  published  a  most  interesting  report  of  the 
battle  written  by  him,  in  a  letter  addressed  to  Philip  Schuyler,  Esq.  From 
this  letter  a  few"brief  paragraphs  are  quoted  : 

••Cien.  Gates,  indeed,  obtained  the  honor  of  capturing  Burgoyne  and  his  army  : 
but  let  me  tell  you,  sir,  that  it  was  more  through  the  wise  and  prudent  counsels  of 
your  brave  and  distinguished  ancestor,  and  the  energy  and  intrepidity  of  Generals 
Lincoln  and  .Arnold,  tiian  tlirouL!;h  the  ability  and  foresight  of  (iates." 

"The  action  of  the  19th  of  September  (Hemis  Heights)  connnenced  about  ten 
o'clock  A.  M.  and  continued  during  the  day,  each  army  alternately  advancing  and 
retiring." 

On  the  7tli  of  October  the  American  army  was  posted,  their  right  wing  rest- 
ing on  the  \orth  Liver  and  their  left  extending  on  to  Lends'  heights,  Cenerals 
Nixon  and  ( dover  commanding  on  the  right,  Lincoln  the  centre,  and  Morgan  and 
Lai-nefl  the  left.  Tiie  British  ai'my.  witii  their  lett  resting  on  the  ri\  er,  counnaiuk'd 
\)\  i'iiillips;  ihc-ir  centei"  by  ( len.  Redlieisel  ;  and  the  .extreme  riglu  extenchng  to 
the  heights,  was  commanded  by  L(jrd  l)ah;arras,  whei-e  he  was  strongly  forlilied. 
Their  light  tioops  were  under  liie  command  ot  Oeii.  Kia/ier  and  I.d.  A  U(d<lan(l."" 

"In  a  few  minutes,  ("ai)t.  r'arrival's  company  ol'  arlill  ly,  in  which  I  was 
heutenant,  was  ordered  to  mai-ch  towards  the  tire,  which  had  now  opened  upon  our 
picpiel  in  front,  the  pifpiet  consisting  of  al)out  300  men.    While  we  weie  marching. 
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'.he  whole  line,  from  the  river  up  to  our  piquet  or  front,  was  engaged.  We  advanced' 
to  a  height  of  ground  which  brought  the  enemy  in  view,  when  we  opened  our  fire, 
r.utihe  enemy's  guns,  eight  in  .number,  and  much  heavier  than  ours,  rendered  our 
♦  -osition  untenable."' 

"We  then  advanced  into  the  line  of  infantry.  Here  Lieut.  ArLane  joined  me. 
In  our  front  there  was  a  field  of  corn,  in  which  the  Hessians  were  secreted.  On 
our  advancing  towards  the  corn  field,  a  number  of  men  rose  up  and  fired  upon  us.. 
M'Lane  was  severely  wounded.  While  I  was  removing  him  from  the  field,  the 
riring  still  continued  without  abatement." 

••During  this  time  a  tremendous  firing  was  heard  on  our  left.  We  poured  in 
upon  them  our  canister  shot,  as  fast  as  possible,  and  the  whole  line,  from  left  to 
right,  became  warmly  engaged.  The  smoke  was  very  dense,  and  no  movements 
could  be  seen;  but  as  it  soon  arose,  our  infantry  appeared  to  be  slowly  retreating, 
and  the  Hessians  slowly  advancing,  their  officers  urging  them  on  with  their 
hangers.'* 

"  The  troops  continuing  warmly  engaged.  Col.  Johnson's  regiment  coming  up, 
ihrew  in  a  heavy  fire,  and  compelled  the  Hessians  to  retreat.  Upon  this  we 
advanced  with  a  shout  of  victory.    At  the  same  time  Auckland's  corps  gave  way.'' 

"  The  firing  had  now  principally  ceased  on  our  left, -but  was  brisk  in  front  and 
on  the  right.  At  this  moment,  Arnold  says  to  Col.  Brooks,  (late  Governor  of 
Massachusetts.)  '  Let  us  attack  Balcarras'  works.'  J>rooks  replied  "No.  Lord 
•Auckland's  detachment  has  retired  there ;  we  can't  carry  them.'  '  W^ell,  then,  let  us 
attack  the  Hessian  lines.'  Brooks  replies,  •  With  all  my  heart.'  We  all  wheeled  to 
the  right,  and  advanced.  No  fire  w^as  received,  except  from  the  cannon,  until  we 
got  within  eight  rods,  when  we  received  a  tremendous  fire  from  the  whole  line. 
lUit  few  of  our  men,  however,  fell.  Still  advancing,  we  received  a  second  fire,  in 
which  a  few  men  fell,  and  Gen.  Arnold's  horse  fell  under  him,  and  he  himself  was 
wounded.  He  cried  out,  '  Rush  on,  my  brave  boys.'  After  receiving  the  third  fire, 
lirooks  mounted  their  works,  swung  his  sword,  and  the  men  rushed  into  their  works. 
When  we  entered  th^  w^orks,  we  found  Col.  Bremen  dead,  surrounded  with  a  num- 
ber of  his  companions,  dead  or  wounded.  We  still  pursued  slowly;  the  fire,  in  the 
mean  time,  decreased.  Xight-fall  now  put  an  end  to  this  day's  bloody  contest. 
iJuringthe  day  we  had  taken  eight  cannon  and  broken  the  center  of  the  enemy's 
lines." 

Gen.  Mattoon  concludes  his  description  of  the  battle  with  the  follow- 
ing account  of  the  surrender  of  Burgoyne,  as  witnessed  by  himself  : 

"Just  below  the  island  we  passed  the  river  and  came  to  Gen.  Gates'  markee, 
^'ituated  on  a  level  piece  of  ground,  from  130  to  150  rods  south  of  Schuyler's  creek. 
A  little  south  and  west  of  this,  there  is  a  rising  ground,  on  which  our  army  was 
posted,  in  order  to  apj)ear  to  the  best  advantage.  A  part  of  it  was  also  advanta- 
geously drawn  upon  the  east  side  of  the  river.  About  noon  on  the  17th,  Gen.  Bur- 
goyne,  with  a  number  of  his  officers  rode  up  near  to  the  markee  in  front  of  which  Gen. 
<  '>ucs  was  sitti:ig,  attended  witli  many  of  his  oUicers.  'i'he  sides  of  the  markee  were 
rolled  up,  so  that  all  that  was  transacted  might  be  seen.  (^.en.  Burgoyne  dismounted 
;uul  ap])roached  (ien.  Crates,  who  rose  and  stepped  forward  to  meet  him.  General 
I'Urgoyne  then  delivered  up  his  sword  to  ( ren.  ( iates.  who  received  it  in  his  left  hand, 
'^t  the  same  time  extendi ng  his  right  hand  to  take  the  right  hand  of  (ien.  Burgoyne."' 

**  After  a  few  minutes' conversation.  Gen.  (iates  returned  the  sword  to  (ien. 
I'Urgoyne,  who  received  it  in  the  most  graceful  andgentlcmanly  manner.    The  rest 
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-of  Burgoyne's  officers  then  delivered  up  their  swords,  and  had  them  restored  o, 
them  likewise.  They  then  all  repaired  to  the  table  and  were  seated ;  and  \vlu;.j 
dining,  the  prisoners  were  passing  by." 

The  surrender  of  Eurgoyne  was  followed  by  the  release  from  service. 
•  of  large  bodies  of  Massachusetts  troops,  who  had  been  called  out  f; 
reinforce  the  Northern  army  and  whose  term  of  enlistment  lasted  for  oiil\ 
a  few  months.  But  with  the  cessation  of  hostilities  along  the  norther:; 
frontier  came  attacks  in  other  cjuarters,  demanding  new  levies  to  fill  tiir 
Continental  armies.  In  the  closing  months  of  the  year  1777  .Gen.  Wasli- 
ington  and  his  army  were  in  camp  near  Philadelphia ;  the  battles  of  Bravi- 
dywine  and  Germantown  had  been  fought  and  the  British  had  taken  pos- 
session of  Philadelphia.  But  early  in  1778  the  United  States  had  concludfci 
a  treaty  with  France,  and  a  French  fleet  was  making  ready  to  take  an  active 
part  in  the  contest.  The  British  troops  evacuated  Philadelphia  in  June, 
retreating  to  New  York.  In  July  the  French  Meet  came  to  anchor  off  Xew 
York  harbor.  It  was  decided  to  make  a  combined  attack  by  land  and  sea 
upon  Newport,  P..  I.,  then  held  by  a  British  army  of  6000  men  under  Gen. 
Pigot.  Gen.  Sullivan,  in  command  of  the  American  army  in  the  east,  had 
;been  directed  by  Gen.  Washington  to  call  upon  Massachusetts,  Gonnecticut 
and  Rhode  Island  for  5000  militia,  a  call  which  was  promptly  answered. 
April  20,  1778,  the  Massachusetts  General  Court  ordered  that  2000  men 
.should  be  raised  to  fill  up  the  fifteen  battalions  which  the  state  was 
required  to  furnish;  of  these,  242  were  to  come  from  Hampshire 
county.  The  fine  for  refusing  to  go  was  £20.  The  term  of  service  was 
nine  months,  and  each  man  was  to  have  sixpence  a  mile  for  travel.  On 
the  same  day  an  order  was  passed  for  raising  1300  men  for  North  River 
and  200  for  Rhode  Island,  of  wliich  Hampshire  county  was  required  to 
•furnish  1S2.  Inuring  the  same  year  another  order  was  passed  to  raise 
1800  men  for  Rhode  Island,  of  whom  199  were  to  come  from  Hampshire. 
June  23  an  order  was  passed  to  raise  1000  men  to  guard  the  prisoners  sur- 
rendered by  Burgoyne.  Of  the  men  who  enlisted  for  one  year  and  did 
service  in  the  state  of  Rhode  Island,  were  Lieut.  Ebenezer  Mattoon,  Elijah 
Dickinson  and  Philip  Ingram  of  Amherst. 

Jan.  22,  1 7 78,  a  muster-roll  of  Capt.  Reuben  Dickinson's  company, 
belonging  to  Col.  Porter's  regiment,  bore  the  names  of  the  following 
Amherst  men  : 

David  Peters,  Hezekiah  Cowls,  Joseph  Aldrich, 

Elijah  Baker,  John  Fox,  David  Hawley, 

James  Barnes.  Samuel  Buckman,  Noah  Gould, 

x\'athaniel  Vale,  Enos  Rolfe,  Samuel  Harper, 

John  Sanglere,  John  Woodbury,  Noah  Bigelow. 

These  men  were  enlisted   for  three  years,  except  Wooclbur}-,  who 
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enlisted  for  eight  months.    A  hst  of  men  drafted  for  nine  months  service 
from  their  arrival  in  Fishkill  in  177S,  contains  the  following  names  of.' 
Aniherst  men  who  were  in  Col.  Porter's  regiment  : 

David  Leonard.  Timothy  Dickinson,  Zimri  Dickinson, 

Benjamin  Buckman,  Simeon  Peck,  David  Gould. 

May  15,  1778,  Amherst  hired  nine  men  for  three  years'  service  in  the 
Continental  army;  the  only  Amherst  man  among  them  was  Ebenezer' 
Boltwood.    Tht  following  Amherst  men  served  in  Capt.  Samuel  Fairfield's 
company  of  Col.  Nathan  Sparhawk's  regimant  at  Dorchester,  during  the 
latter  part  of  177S  :  Timothy  Green,  Henry  Chandler,  Joseph  Kimball, 
Klias  Smith.    March    11,  177S,    Amherst  voted  that  persons  not  own- 
ing independence  of  the  crown  of  Great  Britain  should  not  be  allowed  , 
to  vote.    Nov.   5   of  the  same  year  a  vote  was  passed  in  favor  of  a 
new  constitution  ;  this  vote  was  repeated  at  a  meeting  held  May  17,  1779.- 
July  12,  1779,  Ebenezer  ]\Lattoon,  Jr.  was  chosen  a  delegate  to  the  state 
convention  at  Concord.    Oct.  21,  1779,  the  sum  of'  £4^,4,  10  was  granted 
to  replace  money  taken  out  of  the  treasury  to  pay  bounties  and  mileage  to  ■ 
soldiers. 

June  8,  1779,  ^^^^  General  Court  passed  an  order  to  raise  Socmen  for 
service  in  Rhode  Island  and  2000  men  to  fill  up  the  Continental  battalions. 
Of  the  troops  for  Rhode  Island,  Hampshire  county  was  to  furnish  102. 
A  pay-roll  of  Capt.  U'oodbridge's  company,  in  Rhode  Island  service,  that, 
continued  to  Jan.  i,  1780,  contains  the  names  of  the  following,  credited  to 
Amherst : 

Simeon  Dickinson,  Elisha  Dickinson,  Oliver  Briggs. 

They  were  to  have  ^'16  per  month  in  addition  to  the  continental  pay.. 
Of  the  2000  men  for  general  service  Hampshire  was  to  raise  228.  The 
time  service  was  to  be  nine  months,  and  the  fine  for  refusing  to  go 
when  drafted  ^45.  C)ct.  9  there  was  another  order  passed  to  raise  2000 
men,  of  which  number  Hampshire  was  to  furnish  450.  The  fine  for  refus- 
ing to  serve  was  ^50.  Each  soldier  was  to  receive  £iG  per  month  in  addi- 
tion to  his  Continental  pay,  a  bonus  of  £^0  from  the  town  he  repre- 
sented, and  to  draw  two  shillings  mileage. 

The  nine  months'  men  who  were  drafted  under  the  act  of  June  8  were 
attached  to  Col.  Porter's  regiment;  Amherst  is  credited  with  the  following  : 

Jonathan  .Allen,  Joseph  Kimball,  Joseph  Youn<^, 

William  Ewing,  Daniel  Darby,  William  Darby. 

The  following  names  are  of  men  raised  in  Amherst  for  service  in 
l\Iu)de  Lsland.  under  the  .same  act,  who  ser\'ed  in  CajH.  Joshua  Woodbridge's- 
comj)any  of  Col.  Nathan  Tyler's  regiment  : 
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Timothy  Ingram,  David  Blackman,  Samuel  Dickinson, 

Elihu  Dickinson,  Jonathan  Belding,  Lewis  Coleman, 

Joseph  Goodale,  Oliver  Briggs,  Thaddeus  Gilbert, 

Asaph  Lane,  '  Zimri  Dickinson. 

Early  in  July,  1779,  British  troops  numbering  sonie  2600  engaged  : 
a  marauding  expedition  up  Long  Island  sound,  burning  the  towns  of  l",;  ■ 
field  and  Norwalkand  plundering  New  Haven.    An  attack  was  planned  i .. 
'New  London,  but  the  British  forces  were  recalled  to  New  York.    In  li. 
American  garrison  at  New  London,  in  Capt.  Elijah  Dwight's  compai;  . 
from  July  20  to  Aug.  25,  were  the  following  men  from  Amherst: 

Luke  Coffm,  lieut.,  Enos  Nash,  Silas  Lee, 

John  Boltwood.  Joseph  Church,  Nathan  Smith, 

Reuben  Ingram,  Nathan  Perkins,  Enos  Kellogg, 

Zimri  Dickinson,  Elihu  Warner,  Silas  Wright, 

Carmi  Wright  Thomas  Adams,  Eldad  Moody, 

Daniel  Gould,  David  Lord. 

The  name  of  Silas  Johnson  does  not  appear  in  this  list,  but  fron. 
■other  sources  it  is  learned  that  he  served  at  New  London,  and  afterwaitl- 
at  West  Point  and  in  Washington's  army  in  its  retreat  "  across  the  Jersey>." 

The  year  1780  brought  with  it  new  demands  for  troops  and  supplie- 
upon  the  residents  of  Hampshire  county.  As  the  war  dragged  on  froin 
year  to  year,  their  resources  were  steadily  diminished  and  it  grew  harder 
and  harder  to  furnish  the  quotas  of  men  tliat  the  needs  of  the  American 
armies  demanded.  But  there  was  no  regret  for  action  already  taken, 
no  thought  of  purchasing  peace  at  the  price  of  liberty.  Great  induee- 
ments  were  offered  to  men  to  enlist  in  the  military  service  ;  these  fail- 
ing, drafts  were  resorted  to.  There  had  been  a  steady  and  alarmiiii; 
■depreciation  in  the  value  of  the  Continental  currency,  and  Oct.  16,  1780. 
Amherst  voted  /*i 0,000  to  pay  for  beef  for  the  army.  Dec.  iS  of  tiic 
same  year,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  enquire  and  report  to  the  to\vn 
how  soldiers  might  best  be  procured  to  serve  in  the  Continental  army,  f(  i 
three  years  or  during  the  war.  This  committee  reported  at  an  adjourr.eil 
meeting  held  Dec.  28,  and  Amherst  voted  to  offer  bounties  in  mone\'  an^i 
■  clothing  in  addition  to  Continental  pay  to  such  as  would  enlist.  At  tlv.- 
same  meeting  £460,  "  new  currency  "  was  appropriated  for  beef  and  grain 
to  supply  the  army.  During  the  year  there  were  in  the  Continental  service 
near  West  Point  the  following  men  from  Amherst  : 

Simeon  Morton,  Aaron  Bartlctt,  Lemuel  Root, 

Edward  (iould,  Zimri  Dickinson.  Noah  Hawley, 

Hezekiah  Moore.  (iideon  Moore,  William  .Moore, 

Nathan  Perkins,  Joseph  Bobbins,  Solomon  Dickinson, 

Joseph  KinibalL 
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During  the  summer  of  17S0  a  large  force  of  men  assembled  as  Spring- 
field, who  were  enlisted  for  the  term  of  six  months  and  also  marched  from 
that  place  to  reinforce  the  Continental  army.  They  were  enrolled  in  divis- 
ions ;  in  Capt.  Dix's  company  of  the  seventh  division  were  the  following 
men,  credited  to  Amherst : 

Hezekiah  Moore,  Gideon  Moore,  William  Aloore, 

Lemuel  Conant,  Noah  Hawley,  Lemuel  Root, 

Solomon  Dickinson,  Simeon  Morton,  Zimri  Dickinson, 

David  Lord. 

In  Ebenezer  Kent's  company  of  the  eighth  division  were  : 
Joseph  Kimball,  Joseph  Robbins,  Edmund  Gould. 

In  the  thirteenth  division  were  : 

Aaron  Bartlett,  Nathan  Perkins,  Jr. 

In  a  list  of  men  who  were  enlisted  by  Col.  Porter  for  three  months, 
in  accordance  with  an  order  of  the  General  Court  passed  June  22,  17S0, 
are  the  names  of  the  following  from  Amherst  : 

Reuben  Warner,  Levi  Smith,  William  Rice. 

Azariah  Dickinson,  Nathaniel  Peck,  Elisha  Warner, 

Jonathan  Kellogg,  Daniel  Prince. 

In  a  list  of  men  drafted  to  march  to  Horse  Neck  under  Col.  Samuel 
Howe  in  1780,  are  the  names  of  the  following  men  who  are  crediied  to 
Amherst  .• 

Robert  Anions,  Benjamin  Leach.  Levi  Nash, 

John  Boltwood,  Solomon  Boltwood,  Zachariah  Field. 

April  2',  1781,  Andierst  voted  that  persons  who  had  paid  any  money 
for  hiring  soldiers  the-  preceding  year  should  be  allowed  the  same.  July 
30  of  the  same  year,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  hire  the  men  that  were 
required  of  the  town  for  three  months'  service  in  the  army.  The  men 
hired  by  this  committee  served  in  Capt.  Oliver  Coney's  company  of  Col. 
Sears'  regin^.ent,  from  Aug.  12  to  Nov.  15  ;  their  names  were  as  follows  : 

Solomon  Dickinson,  cop"l,  John  Fox,  drununcr,  Simeon  Morton, 

bevi  Dickinson,  Joseph  Kimball,  Noah  Hawley. 

Lli  Parker,  Edward  Gould,  John  Bclding. 

Elijah  Ingraham. 

During  the  year  the  following  were  hired  to  serve  in  the  army  for  three 
years  : 

Hezekialv  Moore,  Daiiiel  Squier,  Silas  Billings. 

Josiah  B.  Gould,  Samuel  Prince,  Daniel  Abbott, 

Jepthah  Putnam,  ■  Roger  Crary.  Thomas  Squier, 

William  Moore. 
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Obed  Hunt  and  William  Moore  enlisted  for  six  months.  The  men  <' 
the  town  eligible  for  military  service  were  divided  into  classes;  each  ci.i^- 
was  required  to  furnish  a  man  and  see  that  he  received  his  bounty.  Und,  - 
the  order  of  the  General  Court  passed  in  December,  17S0,  Amherst  enliv,i-^, 
eight  men,  five  at  £Go,  two  at  £']o  and  one  at  £^0.  Daniel  Ellis  enlisti- 
May  15,  17S1,  for  three  years  and  received  £60  :  Samuel  Prince  enlisu  . 
Aug.  I,  1781,  for  the  same  term  and  received  the  same  bounty.  I'he  fo 
lowing  memoranda  are  copied  from  the  state  archives  : 

"  Mustered  and  Received  of  Cap'  Ebeiiezer  Mattoon  chairman  of  Class  No. 
for  the  Town  of  Amherst  a  certain  Isaac  Heart  a  Recruit  Inlisted  for  the  Term  i.: 
Three  Years,"" 

"These  May  Certilie  that  the  Class  whereof  I  was  one  for  Procuring  a  man 
the  Continental  Service  for  the  term  of  three  years  hired  Jepha  Putnam  and  gave 
him  for  a  hire  the  sum  of  Sixty  pounds  paid  in  Silver  money. 

Sign*^  Jos  Williams,  Head  of  the  Class. 

Amherst,  June  15"'  17S1. 

To  the  Selectmen  of  Amherst."' 

The  state  and  town  taxes  levied  to  provide  funds  to  carry  on  the  war 
were  heavy  and  oppressive.  In  1779  and  17 So,  Massachusetts  assessed  or; 
its  inhabitants  five  taxes,  payable  in  bills,  amounting  nominally  to  i~. 
millions  of  pounds.  Of  this  sum  millions  of  pounds,  or  $37,000,000. 
were  assessed  in  two  taxes  in  17S0  to  call  in  continental  bills.  When  the^-t 
bills  were  paid  in,  they  were  worth  about  one  cent  on  a  dollar  in  silver. 
In  April,  17S1,  one  dollar  in  silver  was  equal  to  $200  in  bills.  In  those 
days  the  soldiers  frequently  paid  S50  for  one  meal  or  for  a  mug  of  flip. 
In  1780,  two  state  taxes  were  laid  upon  Amherst,  ^{^16,283  and  ;^i6.6i3,thc 
two  amounting  to  $109,653,  payable  in  continental  bills.  The  polls  wcr^- 
assessed  £20  in  each  of  the  two  rates.  In  the  same  year  a  tax  was  laiu 
on  Amherst  of  £'jOS,  "hard  money.''  A  new  state  constitution  wa> 
adopted  by  Massachusetts  in  January,  17S0  ;  under  this  constitution. 
Amherst  elected,  in  October  of  the  same  year,  Nathaniel  Dickinson,  Jr.  a> 
its  representative  ;  he  was  re-elected  in  1781  and  17S3.  In  17S4  and  17^5- 
Capt.  Kli  Parker  served  as  representative;  in  17S7  and  17S8,  Danici 
Cooley. 

All  through  the  war,  and  even  after  its  close,  the  residents  of  Amher>t 
who  were  loyal  to  the  continental  cause  were  troubled  by  the  toryism  oi 
their  neighbors.  The  discipline  inflicted  in  the  early  stages  of  the  strugg^' 
upon  Josiah  Chauncey,  Simeon  Strong,  and  John  Xash,  aiul  the  signilicant 
votes  concerning  the  attitude  assumed  by  the  Rev.  David  Parsons  were 
not  without  a  salutary  effect.  Psaac  ('hauncey,  son  of  Josiah,  was  among 
those  whose  loyalty  to  the  king  and  enmity  to  the  revolution  were  not  kept 
within  proper  bounds  ;  in  1 7  7 6.  the  committee  of  safety  ordered  that  in' 
should  remain  within  the  bounds  of  his  father's  farm  "except  on  Sunday- 
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and  to  Funerals,"  and  later  on  caused  him  to  be  confined  in  the  jail  at 
Northampton,  as  "  an  enemy  to  America."  He  petitioned  the  General 
Court  for  release,  claiming  that  he  was  out  of  town  and  did  not  know  that 
the  notification  had  been  served,  that  he  had  not  a  fair  trial  and  should  be 
released  on  bail  pending  a  new  trial  ;  but  he  was  given  "  leave  to  withdraw  " 
the  petition.  Later  on  he  was  ''confined  to  certain  limits,"  but,  on  Aug.  26, 
1776,  was  advertised  by  the  committee  as  having  clandestinely  departed 
('tis  supposed)  to  some  part  of  Connecticut  on  no  good  design  ;  this  is  there- 
fore to  desire  the  good  people  of  that  State  or  of  other  States,  where  he 
may  be  found,  to  secure  him  in  such  manner  that  he  may  not  have  it  in 
his  power  to  injure  America."  Lieut.  Robert  Boltwood  was  advertised 
after  the  same  fashion.  The  warrant  committing  Mr.  Chauncey  to  jail 
was  found  among  the  papers  of  Capt.  Aaron  Wright,  at  that  time  the: 
jailer  of  Hampshire  county,  after  his  death  ;  it  reads  as  follows  : 

"To  Capt.  Aaron  Wright,  keeper  of  the  jail  in  Northampton,  in  the  County  of 
Hampshire  and  Colony  of  Massachusetts  Bay: — 

Sir:  As  Isaac  Chauncey  of  Amherst  in  the  county  and  colony  aforesaid,  hath 
been  convicted  before  the  committee  of  correspondence  of  Amherst,  aforesaid, 
of  being  an  enemy  to,  and  acting  in  opposition  to  the  just  rights  and  privileges  of 
America,  you  are  hereby  desired  to  take  into  custody  and  closely  imprison  him 
the  said  Isaac  Chauncy,  till  he  shall  be  dismissed  by  lawful  autliority. 

John  Billings,  Chairman  of  Com. 

Amherst.  April  12,  1776. 

According  to  the  within  direction,  I  have  committed  Isaac  Chauncey  to  Capt. 
Wright,  Jail-keeper  in  Northampton.    The  cost  is  i6s. 

Martin  Smith,  Constable. 

April  13,  1776." 

The  "  within  direction  "  alluded  to  by  the  constable,  was  addressed  tO' 
Capt.  Wright,  and-read  as  follows: 

"To  Capt.  Aaron  Wright: 

Sir:  You  are  hereby  informed  that  it  is  expected  that  you  hold  Mr.  Isaac 
Chauncy  in  custody  upon  his  own  cost,  until  the  judgment  of  cost  be  satisfied  and 
you  own  charges  secured.  The  cost  is  £1,  17s.,  6d.  Likewise  the  fee  of  the  officers 
entered  on  the  mittimus. 

Amherst,  May  10,  1776.  John  Billings,  Chairman.*' 

In  September  of  the  same  year,  the  Amherst  committee  sent  another 
person  to  Northampton  jail,  who  had  been  convicted  before  them  "of 
being  notoriously  inimical  to  the  cause  of  American  liberty." 

Rev.  Abraham  Hill,  the  pastor  at  Shutesbury,  was  a  violent  tor}'  and, 
at  the  same  time,  a  great  friend  of  Rev.  David  Parsons;  it  is  probable  that 
the  two  "  e.vchangcd  pulpits  "  and  that  Mr.  Hill  mi.xed  up  politics  with 
ther>logy,  for  in  January,  17S0,  .\ndierst  voted  that  he  should  not  be  allowed 
to  preach  in  tlic  town  again.  Tiic  p(jlitical  controversies  waged  between. 
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neighbors  on  week-days  were  not  allowed  wholly  to  subside  even  on  Sun- 
day, for  it  is  stated  that  in  the  intervals  between  the  morning  and  afternoon 
services  the  whigs  and  tories  waged  such  a  war  of  words  that  they  quiit 
broke  up  the  afternoon  meeting. 


CHAPTER  Xi!I. 


Prominent"  Patriots. — Erexezer  AIattoon.- — Leading  Opponents  of 
THE    Revolution. — Josiah    Chauncey. — John    Field. — The 

BOLTWOODS. 

Among  the  men  of  Amherst  who  were  ardent  patriots  and  whom  tlie 
events  of  the  Revolutionary  war  brought  prominently  to  the  front  were 
three,  Reuben  Dickinson,  Nathaniel  i  Jickinson,  Jr.  and  Ebenezer  Mattoon. 
Jr.,  who  deserve  more  than  a  word  of  mention. 

Reuben  Dickinson  \\  as  son  of  Ebenezer  Dickinson,  one  of  the  earliest 
settlers  in  Amherst.  In  the  expedition  against  Crown  Point  in  1755. 
during  the  French  and  Indian  war,  he  served  as  sergeant  in  the  company 
commanded  by  Capt.  Porter.  When  the  convention  held  at  Northampton 
in  1774  advised  the  people  to  perfect  themselves  in  military  discipline,  he 
organized  a  company  of  militia  or  '"minute-men  "  and  led  them  to  Cam- 
bridge at  the  time  of  the  Lexington  alarm.  I'he  company  served  eleven 
days  and  was  disbanded;  May  i,  1775,  Capt.  Dickinson  organized  a  com- 
pany which  served  for  three  months  and  eight  days.  A  part  of  this 
company  was  present  at  the  battle  of  Ikmker  Hill,  but  not  in  the  intrench- 
ments.  Zaccheus  Crocker  of  Shutesbury  was  lieutenant  of  the  company, 
and  Daniel  Shays  of  Pelham  ensign.  John  Dickinson,  a  member  of  the 
company  and  then  in  his  iSth  year,  told  Judd  the  historian  in  1847,  thai 
one-half  the  company  was  ordered  out  in  the  morning  but  did  not  go.  He 
thought  the  men  were  not  short  of  powder  but  were  th  iven  oft  by  bayonets. 
When  the  call  was  issued  by  the  (rL-neral  Courl,  June  25,  1776,  for  troops 
to  reinforce  the  .XcuThern  army.  Capt.  Dickinson  enlisted  a  C(nnpanyof  6S 
men  from  Amherst  and  surrounding  towns,  which  took  part  in  the  expedi- 
tion against  Ticonderoga,  being  out  from  July  16,  1776  to  March  i,  1777- 
In  July,  1777,  ("apt.  Dickinson  with  iiis  companv  was  stationed  at  Mosses 
Creek,  and  (;n  their  return  from  that  ])lace  were  at  once  ordered  out  on  an 
-alarm  to  Stillwater.     The  compan\-  took  part  in  the  battles  of  lieniis  I  (eights 
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and  Saratog:a.  and  was  present  at  the  surrender  of  Burgoyne.  After  the 
close  of  the  war  Capt.  Dickinson  removed  to  Thetford,  Vt.,  but  died  in 
Amherst,  Nov.  12,  1803,  at'the  home  of  his  sister,  Mrs-.  Jerusha  Elodgett, 
while  there  on  a  visit.  He  was  married  and  had  nine  children,  five  boys 
and  four  girls. 

Nathaniel  Dickinson,  Jr.  was  the  son  of  Nathaniel  v;ho  removed  from 
Shutesbury  to  Amherst  after  i  745.  Nathaniel,  Jr.  was  graduated  from  Har- 
vard College  in  the  class  of  177  i,  having  as  a  classmate  David  Parsons,  son 
of  the  Rev.  David.  They  were  the  first  natives  of  Amherst  who  went 
to  college.  After  his  graduation  he  was  indentured  to  ?slajor  Hawley  of 
Northampton  for  three  years,  to  study  law,  and  the  term  of  his  service  had 
just  expired  when  the  warning  notes  of  the  Revolution  were  sounded. 
When  only  24  years  of  age  he  was  elected  a  delegate  from  Amherst  to  the 
first  Provincial  Congress  ;  he  was  also  elected  to  the  second  Congress  which 
met  at  Cambridge,  and  to  the  tliird  which  met  at  W'atertown,  He  served 
as  representative  to  the  General  Court  in  1778,-  1780  and  17S3.  He  served 
upon  Amherst's  committees  of  correspondence,  was  the  author  of  a  large 
part  of  the  Revolutionary  papers  of  the  District,  was  moderator  at  town 
meetings,  town  clerk  and  treasurer,  selectman  and  assessor,  and  devoted 
his  time  largely  to  public  business.  In  17S1  he  was  appointed  justice  of  the 
peace  by  Governor  Hancock,  after  which  he  was  commonly  known  as  Squire 
Nat."  He  was  an  ardent  advocate  of  the  cause  of  the  revolutionists,  and  when 
that  cause  was  assailed  was  ever  ready  to  defend  it.  It  is  related  that  once, 
when  the  Rev.  David  Parsons  was  compelled  to  read  from  the  pulpit  a 
proclamation  issued  by  authority  of  the  new  government,  he  added  to  the 
formal  conclusion  "God  save  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,"  the 
following  expression  of  his  own  views,  "  Ikit  I  say,  God  save  the  king." 
Whereupon  Mr.  Dickinson  sprang  to  his  feet  in  his  pew  and  exclaimed  in 
tones  that  echoed  through  the  church,  "  And  /  say,  you  are  a  damned 
rascal  I"  ^Nlr.  D)ickinson  married,  L*ec.  9,  1779,  Sarah,  daughter  of  Kbenezer 
Marsh  of  Hadley,  by  whom  he  had  two  children,  Susanna  and  Walter. 
He  died,  Nov.  10,  1S02,  aged  51  years. 

Ebenezer  Mattoon,  Jr.  attained  to  the  greatest  prominence  in  public 
affairs  of  any  of  the  earlier  residents  in  Amherst.  Probably  no  better, 
certainly  no  more  auliientic  record  of  his  life  is  in  existence  than  the  fol- 
lowing aulobiographical  sketch,  found'  among  his  papers  after  his  death 
and  copied  from  the  I Li))if^s/iirc  Gjz:i/c  ;n  which  it  was  printed  in  1843. 
It  is  address'jd  to  Wilh'am  Cogswell,  D.  I),  and  reads  as  follows: 

"To  \\'m.  Cor,s\vi:i.[.,  I).  D. 

Dear  Sir:  — \'()ur  ])rintcd  Circular,  addressed  to  the  i^radualos  of 
Dartmouth  ColIe'j;c.  ix-tiULstiu.i;  llicni  to  fui  nish  you  with  brief  biographical  notices 
of  themselves,  for  publiealion.  I  duly  iecei\  ed.    'I  he  plan  you  propose  I  cordially 
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approve — when  completed,  it  will.  I  think,  embody  facts  that  will  Ije  very  gratify- 
ing to  the  Alumni  of  that  institution,  and  also  the  friends  of  literature. 

If  my  own  history  can  add  anything  to  the  completion  of  your  plan,  it  is  at 
your  service.  In  replying  to  your  interrogatories  I  shall  follow  their  numerical 
order. 

I  was  born,  1755,  in  Amherst,  then  a  precinct  of  liadley.  My  parents  were 
Ebenezer  Mattoon  and  Dorothy  Smith  daughter  of  Doct.  Nathl  Smith  of 
Amherst.  The  earliest  knowledge  I  have  of  my  ancestry  extends  back  to  the  year 
1676.  Then  i'hilip  Mattoon.  an  unmarried  young  man  (who  came  I  believe  from 
Glasgow,  in  Scotland)  was  among  47  men  at  Marlboro,  who.  with  others  from 
Boston,  were  sent  up  under  Capt.  \Vm.  Turner  to  defend  the  inhabitants  on  Con- 
necticut river  from  the  invasions  of  the  Indians.  The  next  year,  (1677.)  he  resided 
at  Springfield,  and  was  married  to  Sarah  Hawks.  About  16S8,  he  removed  to 
Deerheld,  where  he  died  in  1696,  leaving  several  sons,  one  of  whom,  Eleazer, 
settled  at  Northfield.  He  was  my  Ghmd-Father.  In  1734,  he  removed  to  Amherst, 
with  his  family,  my  father,  Ebenezer,  being  his  only  son,  then  16  years  of  age. 
My  studies,  preparatory  for  college,  were  pursued  under  the  tuition  of  Rev.  David 
Parson,  ihajirsf  minister  of  Amherst.  I  entered  college  in  1772  and  graduated  in 
1776.  In  the  Spring  of  '76,  after  examination  for.  degrees,  with  three  others  of  my 
class,  I  obtained  permission  of  the  faculty  to  go  to  Canada,  and  engage  in  the 
revolutionary  army,  receiving  a  promise  that  our  degrees  should  be  regularly  con- 
ferred. Soon  after  my  arrival  at  Canada,  I  received  a  Lieutenant's  Commission, 
and  performed  the  duties  of  an  Adjutant  for  that  year.  The  next  year  I  was 
Lieut,  in  the  Artillery  in  the  northern  campaign,  and  was  in  St.  Clair's  retreat  from 
Ticonderoga,  and  in  the  hard  fought  battles  and  capture  of  liurgoyne.  Continuing 
in  the  army,  1  was  in  the  battle  fought  by  Gen.  Sullivan  on  Rhode  Island.  In  [779 
I  left  the  army,  returned  to  Amherst,  and  was  married  to  Mary  Dickinson,  of 
Amherst,  where  I  still  reside.  I  studied  no  profession  except  that  of  arms.  In 
17S0  and  *Si,  I  represented  the  town  in  General  Court.  Was  made  justice  of 
peace  in  17S2,  and  held  the  office  till  i796.  Was  elected  Captain  in  the  Militia  in 
17S2,  Major  in  '85,"  Col.  in  '89,  Brigadier  in  '92,  and  in  '96  Maj.  General  of  the  4th 
division  Militia  in  this  Commonwealth.  In  iSi6  I  resigned  my  Conmiission  of 
Maj.  Gen.  and  wa-s  appointed  Adjutant  (General,  which  oftice  1  held  until  two 
years  after,  when  I  was  compelled  to  resign  on  account  of  the  entire  loss  of  my 
sight.  I  w-as  a  member  of  the  Senate  of  this  Comntonwealth  two  years,  1793  and 
'96.  In  1766,  I  was  appointed  Sheriff  of  the  (old)  County  of  Hampshire,  and  con- 
tinued in  office  nearly  20  years.  I  was  in  the  6th  and  7th  Congress.  In  1820,  I 
was  a  meml)er  of  the  Convention  for  amending  the  Constitlition  of  our  Conimon- 
wealth.  In  1792,  '96,  1820,  and  '28  I  was  one  of  the  Electoral  College  for  the 
choice  of  President  and  \'ice  President  of  the  United  States. 

I  have  had  six  children,  two  of  whoni  died  in  infancy.  The  names  of  the  four 
are  Mary  Dickinson,  lObenezer,  Noah  Dickinson,  and  Dorothy  Smith.  Three  are 
still  living.  Mary  D.  [since  deceased]  resides'in  Philadelphia,  Ebenezer  in  .-Vmherst, 
and  Xoah  D.  in  Oiiio. 

In  an  historical  sketch  of  Cxcn.  Mattoon,  written  by  Zebina  C.  Mon- 
tague and  published  in  the  J/a;?i/>s/iirc  a)iti FrankHn  Express  under  date  of 
May  21,  185S,  are  many  interesting  anecdotes  concerning  his  military  and 
civil  services.  When  he  returned  to  Amherst  after  his  discharge  trom  the 
army  he  brought  with  him  an  old  iron  fuld-piece,  a  six-pounder,  tliat  had 
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seen  service  in  the  Northern  army.  After  the  capture  of  Burgoyne.  the 
Americans  replaced  their  old-fashioned  ordnance  with  the  more  modern  and 
effective  cannon  captured  from  the  enemy,  and  the  discarded  field-pieces 
were  many  of  them  given  to  officers  in  the  American  army.  I'his  old 
cannon  was  stored  for  many  years  in  Gen..  Mattoon's  barn,  and  was  used 
in  Fourth  of  July  celebrations  as  well  as  in  celebrating  other  events  of  less 
patriotic  interest.  It  was  destined  to  play  an  important  part  in  a  neighbor- 
hood quarrel  of  which  more  will  be  related  in  succeeding  pages.  As  high 
sheriff  of  Hampshire  county,  Gen.  ?vIattoon  officiated  in  iSo6  at  the  execu- 
tion of  Halligan  and  Daly  at  Northampton,  for  murder  and  highway 
robbery.  This  was  one  of  the  first  executions  in  Hampshire  county. 
While  on  a  visit  to  Boston  in  i8  i6,  in  connection  with  his  duties  as  adjutant- 
general,  he  cacight  a  severe  cold  which  settled  in  his  eyes  and  soon  resulted 
in  total  blindness.  He  built  the  house  at  East  Amherst  now'  owned  and 
occupied  by  O.  P.  Gaylord  ;  it  was,  at  that  time,  esteemed  one  of  the  finest 
residences  in  the  villajre.  Durin";the  closin";  vears  of  his  life  Gen.  ^lattoon 
drew  a  pension  as  a  revolutionary  soldier.  He  died,  Sept.  ii,  1843,  aged 
88  years. 

In  the  Hampshire  Gazette  of  Aug.  29,  1832,  appears  the  following 
list  of  Revolutionary  soldiers  from  Amherst  who  applied  for  pensions  : 

Gideon  Stetson,  John  Dickinson,  Judah  Clark. 

Timothy  Henderson,  Benjamin  Kimball,  Simeon  Dickinson, 

Nathan  Sprout,  Silas  Johnson,  Ebenezer  Mattoon, 

Jonathan  Dickinson,  John  Hunt,  Samuel  Thompson, 

Simeon  Bomeroy,  Nathan  Kellogg.  Jonathan  Thayer. 

Prominent  among  the  opponents  of  the  Revolution  were  the  Rev. 
David  Parsons,  Simeon  Strong,  Esq.,  Josiah  Chauncey,  John  Field,  and 
three  members  af  the  Boltwood  family,  Ebenezer,  Solomon  and  William. 
Of  David  Parsons  and  Simeon  ^Strong  brief  biographical  sketches  have 
already  been  given.  Josiah  Chauncey  was  for  many  years  a  leading  man 
in  the  community.  The  son  of  Rev.  Isaac  Chauncey,  for  many  years 
pastor  of  the  church  in  Hadley,  he  was  born  Nov.  14,  1716.  In  175S  he 
was  appointed  justice  of  the  peace,  liolding  that  office  until  the  outbreak  of 
the  war  of  the  Revolution.  In  1760  and  1762,  he  represented  Hadley, 
South  fEndley,  Granby  and  Amherst  in  the  General  Court.  From  the 
"Memorials  of  the  Chaunceys  edited  by  William  Chauncey  Fowler  and 
published  in  185S,  the  following  is  copied  : 

"Josiah  Chauncy,  youngest  son  of  the  l\.ev.  Isaac,  was  l)orn  Xov.  4,  1716. 
He  resided  in  Hadley  precinct  (.Amherst)  before  1737.  He,  with  his  two  brothers, 
Richard  and  Cliarlcs,  havini;,  in  their  father's  family,  enjoyed  more  than  common 
advantages,  and,  takinj;  a  Icaclin;^  part  in  public  afiairs.  must  have  had  threat  inriuence 
in  giving  a  character  to  the  infant  town  of  Amherst.  He,  if  any  one,  was  the 
Father  of  the  Town.    He  was  for  a  coiisidcr.ihle  time  usuallv  moderator  of  the 


1).  •      '.    Ill  I,  '        1  3 


I02 


HISTORY  OF   THE  TOWX   OF   AMHERST,  MASS. 


public  meetings:  was  lor  a  long  time  justice  of  the  peace  ;  town  clerk:  selectman; 
assessor;  Representative  to  the  General  Court.  In  i755  hewas  sentto  the  General 
Court  to  appear  in  behalf  of  the  precinct  in  its  petition  to  be  set  off  a  district:  he 
went  to  Boston  and  secured  the  object  ol  the  petition.  As  a  Justice  of  the  Peace 
many  important  cases  were  tried  before  him.  An  aged  lady,  who  remembered  him 
well  told  me  that  there  were  freciuently  large  collections  of  people  assembled  to 
witness  the  trials  before  Judge  Chauncey.  In  the  time  of  the  Revolutionary  War, 
he,  like  many  of  the  leading  men  in  the  region,  was  suspected  of  being  a  Tory. 
They  felt  that  the  time  had  not  come  to  take  up  arms  against  Great  liritain.  Rev. 
David  Parsons,  Judge  Simeon  Strong.  Dr.  Seth  Coleman,  and  others,  sided  with 
Esquire  Chauncey.  Mr.  Chauncey  held  no  ottice  during  the  war.  Ikit  immediately 
on  the  declaration  of  peace  he  resumed  his  place  at  the  head  of  affairs.  He  cul- 
tivated a  large  and  excellent  farm  about  half  a  mile  south  of  the  college  now  owned 
by  Mr.  Horace  Kellogg.  The  remains  of  the  tish-pond  which  he  constructed  are 
still  to  be  seen.  He  was  a  professor  of  religion  from  early  life.  About  the  year 
1S02  he  renioved  with  his  family  from  Amherst  to  Albany  Co.,  now  Schenectady 
Co..  X.  Y.,  whire  he  died  and  was  buried  the  same  year.'' 

John  Field  was  son  of  Zechariah  Field  and  was  born  in  Flattield,  Jan. 
12,  1 7 18.  He  was  a  prominent  man  in  the  community  and  among  the 
large  property  owners  as  is  show  n  by  Amherst's  valuation  list  in  1770.  In 
1773  he  was  appointed  by  Gov.  Hutchinson  a  lieutenant  of  militia,  but 
gave  up  his  commission  the  following  year  owing  to  the  disturbances 
incident  to  the  outbreak  of  the  war.  He  married,  July  10,  1739,  Hannah, 
daughter  of  Samuel  ]]oltwood,  by  whom  he  had  eleven  children. 

The  Poltwoods  were  among  the  earliest  settlers  in  the  eastern  part  of 
Hadley,  Samuel  Roltwood  being  numbered  among  the  ''east  inhabitants  " 
in  1 73 1,  while  Solomon  came  to  the  new  settlement  as  early  as  1737.  They 
were  men  of  note,  prominent  in  public  affairs  and  the  name  of  Boltwood 
appears  frequently  on  town  and  district  records.  In  1770,  Solomon  Bolt- 
wood  was  the  largest  pr.opert3--owner  in  the  district,  his  estate  l)eing  rated 
at  ^228.  William,  son  of  Solomon,  was  commissioned  a  lieutenant  and 
served  in  the  P'rench  and  Indian  war.  Solomon,  brother  to  William,  and 
his  son  Ebenezer.  were  among  the  earliest  merchants,  or  *'  traders'"  as  they 
were  then  called,  in  the  east  settlement. 


CHAPTER  XIV. 


pROPosKi)  Division-  of  AMHKRsr. — pErniox  Aoaixst  a  Division. 

'Pile  first  meeting-house,  completed  in  1753,  afforded  at  tiiat  time  and 
for  some  years  after  ample  accommodations  for  the  worshipers  who 
assembled  there  on  the  Sabbath,  and  the   voters  who  gathered  on  town- 
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meeting  days.    But  owing  to  a  considerable  increase  in  population,  the 
need  of  a  larger  meeting-house  became  apparent  as  early  as  177  i,  when  the 
question  of  building  one  began  to  be  agitated.    This  question,  innocent  in 
itself,  formed  the  basis  of  a  controversy  that  was  waged  with  bitterness 
for  many  years,  whose  echoes  even  now  are  heard  in  our  town-meetings  as 
the  rights  and  privileges  of  the     center  "  of  the  town  are  placed  in  oppo- 
sition to  those  of  the  outlying  villages.    It  was  a  bitter  struggle  at  the  out- 
set, and  but  for  the  sound  common-sense  displayed  by  the  General  Court, 
would  doubtless  have  resulted  in  a  division  of  the  lands  in  Amherst  into 
two  parishes  and  later  on  two  townships.    A  majority  of  the  first  perma- 
nent settlers  had  located  near  what  is  now  the  center  village,  and  the 
meeting-house  was  set  as  near  the  center  of  population  as  could  be  conven- 
iently.   As  new  members  were  added  to  the  settlement,  the  lands  to  the 
north  and  south  and  east  were  occupied,  the  population  becoming  more 
generally  distributed  over  the  territory  comprised  in  the  District.  The 
voters  and  church-goers  at  the  extremities  of  the  District  soon  grew  into 
a  majority,  a  fact  they  were  quick  to  appreciate  and  take  advantage  of. 
They  needed  a  pretext  for  action,  and  this  was  afforded  when  the  question 
of  building  a  new  meeting-house  was  broached.    Their  proposition  was  to 
divide  the  District  by  an  east  and  west  line  through  the  center,  the  latter 
thus  being  placed  at  the  extremity  of  the  two  new  districts.    At  a  meeting 
held  Jan.  13,  1772,  the  proposition  was  submitted  to  the  voters  and  passed 
in  the  affirmative.    Legislative  sanction  was  necessary  in  order  to  such  a 
division  of  territory,  but  that  some  immediate  benefit  might  be  obtained  it 
was  voted,  April  14.  1773,  to  build  two  new  meeting-houses  at  the  expense 
of  the  whole  District.    Of  the '120  owners  of  real  estate  in  the  District 
when  this  controversy  began,  70  were  opposed  to  the  division,  but  there 
were  in  addition  some  25  legal  votes  living  at  the  ends'  of  the  District^ 
mostly  farmers'  sons,  to  whom  their  fathers  conveyed  small  tracts  of  land 
that  they  might,  in  accordance  with  legal  provisions,  vote  upon  the  question. 
This  gave  a  majority  to  the  divibionists,  leaving  the  wealthy  property- 
owners  at  the  center  powerless  as  far  as  any  action  by  the  District  was  con- 
cerned.   Th.c  natural  recourse  was  an  appeal  to  the  General  (/ourt  for  a 
stay  of  proceedings  and  a  hearing.    The  fuUowing  petition  was  drawn  up 
and  forwarded  to  tlie  (General  Court  in  May,  1773  : 

"  ^Fo  his  I'lxccllcncy  Thonias  Hutchinson  Kscj.  Captain  Cencral  and  (lOvernor 
in  Chief  in  and  over  his  Alajcsty's  Province  of  the  Massachusetts  Fay  in  New 
England  and  X'ice  Admiral  of  the  same. 

To  the  }Ion'''  his  Majesty's  Council  and  I  louse  of  Representatives  in  (ieneral 
Court  assembled  at  Hoston  on  the  jG"'  day  of  May  A.  D.  1773. 

The  subscrihin:;   Petitioners  I niiaijitants  of  the  District  of  .\mherst  in  the 
County  of  Hampshire.  c-» 
Most  humbly  shew. 
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That  the  District  of  Amherst  contains  a  Tract  of  Land  nearly  equal  to  seven 
miles  in  length  and  three  miles  in  breadth  taken  together:  That  in  the  year  1735. 
;a  Precinct  or  Parish  was  erected  there  by  the  name  of  TJic  Third  Precinct  of 
JIadley,  in  which  town  said  lands  then  were.  That  in  the  year  1738  a  Meeting 
House  was  erected,  and  in  the  year  1739  a  Minister  was  settled  there.  That  in  the 
year  1759  the  same  Parish  or  Precinct  was  erected  into  a  District  by  the  name  of 
Amherst,  with  some  Inhabitants  of  Hadley  Parish  with  their  Farms  annexed 
thereto.  That  your  Petitioners  are  most  of  them  inhabitants  of  the  middle  Part 
of  the  said  District,  whose  Lands  and  Estates  are  adjacent  to  the  said  Meeting 
House  on  each  side,  and  towards  each  end  of  the  District,  and  that  they  and  their 
predecessors  were  the  tirst  original  settlers  of  the  l^arish  of  East  Hadley.  from 
which  said  Amherst  was  erected,  who  bore  the  principal  part  of  the  burden  of 
beginning  and  bringing  forward  the  settlement  at  first,  of  building  a  Meeting 
House,  supporting  the  Ministry  and  all  other  charges;  and  have  continued  to  bear 
the  greater  part  of  Expenses  of  every  kind  from  the  original  settlement  of  the 
Parish  to  this  day.  That  though  they  have  long  held  a  state  of  good  agreement 
and  harmony  among  themselves,  and  conducted  their  affairs  both  ecclesiastical 
and  civil  with  great  unanimity,  yet  are  now  in  a  most  unhappy  controversy  with  the 
inhabitants  of  the  remote  parts  of  the  District  respecting  the  building  a  Meeting 
House  for  Public  Worship.  That  partly  by  reason  of  the  Inhabitants  who  were 
admitted  from  Hadley  Parish  to  be  incorporated  with  Amherst  at  their  own  request, 
and  because  of  their  great  distance  from  their  own  Meeting  House,  partly  by 
reason  of  the  increase  of  settlers  in  the  remoter  parts  and  near  the  two  ends  of  the 
District,  and  partly  by  the  methods  used  by  the  opposite  party  to  multiply  their 
votes,  by  transferring  property  from  the  father's  List  to  the  son's  who  tho"  qualitied 
according  to  the  letter  of  the  Province  Law  ought  to  every  equitable  purpose  to 
be  considered  as  having  no  property  at  all :  Your  Petitioners,  though  owning  the 
:greater  part  of  the  Property  within  the  District,  are  yet  in  respect  of  their  number 
•of  voters  become  a  minor  party,  and  being  as  they  conceive  oppressed  and  likely 
still  to  be  oppressed  by  the  strength  of  a  prevailing  majority,  and  being  under 
necessity  thereof  to  seek  redress  cK:  Protection  in  Legislative  Power,  humbly  beg 
leave  to  open  and  state  their  matters  of  complaint  in  the  following  manner  (viz.) 

That  within  two  years  last  past  the  Increase  of  inhabitants  made  it  needful  to 
provide  a  new  Meeting  House  for  Public  Worship  :  That  on  a  motion  for  this  pur- 
pose, the  Inhabitants  of  the  remoter  settlements  towards  each  end  of  the  District 
united  together  in  a  Design  of  procuring  the  district  (however  small  in  its  extent) 
to  be  divided  into  two  Districts,  so  that  the  extremities  of  the  two  Districts  should 
be  at  the  present  Centre,  and  your  Petitioners  on  each  side  of  the  present  Meeting 
House,  to  be  at  the  remote  or  extreme  parts  of  the  two  proposed  Districts.  This 
Proposal  was  brought  before  a  District  Meeting  holden  on  the  i3"'Dayol  January 
A.  D.  1772,  and  though  opposed  by  your  Petitioners,  a  vote  was  then  passed  for 
the  proposed  Division,  That  from  a  supposed  insutiiciency  in  the  proceeding,  the 
same  matter  was  again  brought  before  a  District  Meeting  holden  the  10"'  Day  of 
March  in  the  sanie  year:  and  there  being  then  an  equal  number  of  voters  on  each 
side  of  the  question  no  vote  was  passed.  That  afterwards  the  Party  for  the  Division 
entered  into  an  agreement  for  elTecting  their  i)urp()se  by  procuring  a  Majority  lor 
erecting  two  Meeting  Houses  at  the  joint  expense  of  the  whole  District  betore  any 
'Division  should  be  made,  or  any  new  District  erected,  and  to  ])hu:e  them  .so  as  to 
subserve  their  design  of  a  future  Division  towards  the  ends  of  the  present,  and  in 
the  middle  of  each  proposed  District,  whereby  they  apprehended  tiiat  your  Peti- 
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tioners  overpowered  by  their  majority,  would  be  finally  brought  by  compulsion  to 
join  with  them  in  procuring  such  a  Division,  That  pursuant  to  this  design  a  meeting 
was  holden  on  the  14*''  day  of  April  last  past,  at  which  (having  previously  multi- 
plied their  votes  in  the  manner  above  described)  they  procured  a  majority  for 
erecting  the  two  Meeting  Houses :  and  a  vote  was  accordingly  passed,  And  tho' 
nothing  as  yet  hath  been  done  in  pursuance  of  said  vote,  yet  your  Petitioners  are 
threatened  with  the  speedy  execution  of  it,  All  which  votes  and  proceedings,  by 
attested  copies  thereof  herewith  exhibited  will  appear.  On  which  state  of  facts 
your  petitioners  humbly  beg  leave  to  represent  and  observe:  That  the  whole 
District  of  Amherst  being  of  no  larger  extent  than  nearly  as  above  set  forth,  cannot 
admit  of  having  a  new  District  erected  therefrom  in  the  manner  contended  for, 
without  effecting  the  ruin  of  the  whole,  as  neither  of  the  two  could  be  able  to 
support  public  expenses:  That  the  Division  contended  for  is  such  for  which  no 
precedent  can  be  procured,  nor  any  reason  assigned  :  That  the  very  remotest  of 
the  Inhabitants  have  no  further  travel  to  the  centre  of  Amherst  than  what  is 
common  to  many  of  the  Inhabitants  of  most  of  the  Towns  wnthin  the  i^rovince. 
And  if  any  reason  could  be  given  for  so  extraordinary  a  measure,  the  same  must 
hold  and  hold  much  stronger  in  almost  every  Town  and  District  and  produce 
Divisions  and  subdivisions  throughout  the  whole.  That  your  Petitioners  think  it 
most  injurious  to  themselves  to  be  dictated  by  an  opposite  Party  in  respect  to  their 
tenderest  rights,  and  especially  in  matters  relating  to  the  Worship  of  God.  That 
their  opponents  are  unjustly  endeavoring  to  compel  them  to  join  in  societies  wherein 
they  have  no  disposition  to  join,  and  many  of  them  to  abandon  their  Parish,  Church 
and  Minister,  to  which  they  are  most  cordially  united;  and  to  be  so  incorporated 
together  in  each  respective  new  formed  society  with  those  of  an  adverse  Party,  of 
opposite  sentiments  and  exasperated  minds:  That  each  of  the  little,  weak  and 
already  ruined  societies  must  have  nothing  in  prospect  but  to  be  if  possible  further 
ruined  by  increasing  Confusion  and  Discord  among  themselves.  That  your  Peti- 
tioners having  acquired  their  Estates  at  a  rate  proportionate  to  the  value  of  their 
present  situation,  may  not,  consistent  with  justice,  have  such  privileges  wrested 
from  them.  That  confiding  in  the  Equity  of  their  cause,  they  would  cheerfully  have 
submitted  it  to  the  decision  of  the  General  Court :  but  that  their  opponents  (cither 
thro'  diffidence  of  the  success  of  their  cause,  or  for  some  other  reason  to  your 
Petitioners  unknown)  wholly  declining  to  make  any  application  to  the  General 
Court  for  a  new  District  to  be  erected,  have  adopted  the  violent  measure  of  forcing 
your  Petitioners  to  contribute  to  the  expense  of  the  said  two  Meeting  Houses, 
which  purpose  if  executed  they  consider  as  a  manifest  oppression  under  colour  of 
Law,  and  an  high  abuse  of  the  Power  vested  in  Towns  and  Districts  by  the  Acts 
of  this  Province.  Tliat  the  vote  whereof  your  Petitioners  complain  was  procured 
by  voters  quahfied  by  unfair  means,  as  abt)ve  expressed,  and  that  your  i^^titioners 
having  the  property  of  more  than  half  the  Estate  within  the  District,  and  who 
must  therefore  bear  the  greater  part  of  the  expense,  the  whole  of  whicli  they 
should  esteem  to  be  worse  than  lost.  Your  Petitioners  further  beg  leave  to  repre- 
sent that  during  the  whole  controversy  they  have  adopted  every  pacific  measure; 
have  never  used  any  undue  method  to  multiply  their  voters,  choosing  rather  to  want 
a  majority  t'.ian  to  procure  it  by  unfair  m  ':ins.  And  now  find  all  attempts  of 
Accomodation  to  be  in  vain  :  and  despairing  of  justice  without  the  intervention  of 
Legi.slative  Power,  \"our  Petitioners  most  humbly  pray  the  attention  of  your  l^xcel- 
lency  and  Honors  to  tiicir  unhappy  situation.  And  though  they  are  sensible  that 
no  division  of  Amherst  can  be  made  without  great  prejudice  to  the  whole,  and  if 
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left  to  their  own  election  should  be  very  far  from  desiring^  it  in  any  manner  what- 
ever: Yet  since  the  opposite  Party  s  jem  resolved  to  please  their  own  humor  at  the 
expanse  of  your  Petitioners'  ruin.  Your  I'etitioncrs  most  huml:ly  pray  your  Excel- 
lency and  Honors  to  interpose  lor  their  relief,  by  allowing-  them,  whose  intere>t> 
and  sentiments  are  united,  to  be  a  corporation  and  Parish  by  theniseU  es  in  ihe 
middle  of  Amherst,  enjoying  all  privileges,  and  being  liable  to  all  duties  of  a  I'ar^)- 
chial  nature  that  are  incumbent  on  the  District  of  Amherst,  leaving  our  Opponents 
their  election  to  remain  with  us  on  reasonable  terms:  or  be  incorporated  together 
among"  themselves  as  their  remote  situations  will  best  permit  or  join  to  be  incor- 
porated with  some  adjacnt  towns  or  Parishes,  as  they  can  obtain  con>ent  for 
admittance  there.  And  if  the  granting  your  Petitioners  prayer  herein,  should  seem 
to  throw  their  opponents  into  much  calaiiiity,  which  your  petitioners  b\'  no  means 
desire,  if  it  may  be  avoided  :  Yet  since  our  opponents  which  are  now  the  Major 
Party  will  be  content  with  nothing  short  of  Division  and  Division  to  be  effected 
by  such  \'iolent  means,  your  l^etitioners  humbly  pray  yoiu"  Lxcellency  and  Honors 
to  make  such  a  Division  as  will  save  and  protect  an  injured  and  innocent  Party  : 
and  suffer  our  opponents  rather  to  be  ruined  alone,  than  leave  tliem  the  Power  (jf 
involving  your  Petitioners  with  them  :  Otherwise  that  your  Excellency  and  Honor> 
would  provide  for  our  safely  by  passing-  an  .Vet  or  Order  for  depriving  the  District 
of  Amherst  of  the  power  of  raising  or  assessing  any  monies  on  the  Inhabitants  for 
the  building  of  such  Meeting  Houses,  or  for  excusing  y"  petitioners  from  contri- 
buting any  proportion  of  any  Taxes  raised  for  such  purpose :  or  grant  relief  to 
your  Petitioners  in  any  other  way  or  manner  as  you  in  y'  great  wisdom  shall  think 
fit.  And  for  the  preventmg  any  contention  or  disturbances  that  might  arise  in  the 
District  between  the  Parties  in  the  mean  time,  y'  Petitioners  most  humbly  pray  that 
an  Order  may  be  passed  for  staying  all  proceedings. either  in  erecting  said  .Meeting 
Houses,  or  in  Demolishing  the  present  .Meeting  House  until  th-  final  Determina- 
tion of  y""  P^xcellency  &  Honors  hereon.  They  also  pray  that  a  committee  of  the 
General  Court  may  be  appointed  to  repair  to  Amherst,  to  examine  into  the  Matters 
alleged  in  this  Petition  if  y'  I'lxcellency  vi'  Honors  think  fit :  And  that  all  the  costs 
arising  by  t!iis  application  may  be  Ordered  to  be  paid  by  the  District  of  Amherst. 
And  as  in  duty  bound  shall  pray 


Josiah  Chauncey 
Simeon  Strong 
Jona  Dickinson 
Jonathan  Cowls 
John  Field 
Nathan  Moody 
Alex''  Smith 
Moses  Warner 
Daniel  Kellogg 
KHsIia  Ingram 
Nathan  Dickinson 
Hezekiah  Pelding 
\V'"  lioltwood 
Jona  Edwards 
Nathaniel  Coleman 
Jonat!ian  .Moody 
(iideon  Henderson 
.Xath'  Alex^  Smith 


John  Morton 
Mosis  Cook 
Jona  Dickinson  Jr. 
David  Blodgett 
Gid  Dickinson  Jr. 
Reuben  Cowls 
John  Pillings 
Thomas  Hastings 
Samuel  (knUd 
Moses  Warner 
David  Smith  . 
Simeon  Clark 
Joseph  Bolles  , 
Hezekiah  Howard 
Timothy  Clap 
Simeon  Peck 
El)en''  Kellogg 
Aaron  Warner 


Noah  Dickinson 
Simeon  Pomeroy 
Joseph  Dickinson 
David  Hawley 
Thomas  Bascom 
Eph'"  Kellogg  Jr. 
Jonathan  Smith 
Jona  Nash  Jr. 
Martin  .Smith 
Joel  Billings 
Thomas  Hastings  Jr. 
Nathaniel  Smith 
(iideoii  Dickinson 
liarnabas  Sabin 
Edward  Elmer 
John  Morton  Jr. 
David  Stock  bridge 
Josiah  Moody 


ACTION   EY  THE  GENERAL  COURT. 


Jonathan  Nash  John  Field  Jr.  Eben""  Dickinson 

Isaac  Goodale  Xoah  Smith  Seth  Coleman 

Elijah  Baker  Joseph  Church  John  Nash 

Solo™  Boltwood  Noadiah  Lewis  Joseph  Morton 

Waitstill  Hastings  Silas  Matthews 

Nath*  Peck  Timothy  Hubbard 

I  do  hereby  certify  that  the  whole  Rateable  Estate  of  Amherst  as  footed  by 
the  Assessors  on  their  last  List  amounts  to  ^7800:  o 

And  of  that  sum  what  belon;j;s  to  one  of  tha  Anabaptist  p:jrsuasion,  and  others 
not  hihabitants  of  Amherst  amounts  to  £-^-  '■  ^5 

And  that  the  Estate  of  the  above  named  Petitioners  on  the  List  amounts 
to  .  £a--^o:  13 

Seth  Coleman 
District  Clerk. 

This  petition  seems  to  have  liad  the  desired  effect  so  far  as  any  imme- 
diate division  \vas  concerned  ;  on  June  18,  the  General  Court  passed  an 
order  staying  all  proceedings  relative  to  building  any  new  meeting-house 
in  the  District  excepting  on  or  near  where  the. house  then  stood.  Jan.  26, 
1774,  Amherst  appointed  Reuben  and  Moses  Dickinson  agents  to  present 
a  petition  to  the  General  Court  for  a  division,  and  also  to  answer  the 
Court's  citation,  issued  on  account  of  the  petition  printed  above.  At  a 
meeting  held  June  3,  it  had  been  voted  by  a  large  majority  to  divide  the 
District  by  an  east  and  west  line  from  the  center  of  the  meeting-house  ; 
these  agents  were  to  secure,  if  possible,  the  authority  of  the  General  Court 
for  carrying  out  the  provisions  of  this  vote.  After  a  hearing,  the  General 
Court  ordered  that  a  committee  consisting  of  Artemas  Ward,  Esq.  of  the 
Council  and  Mr.  l^ickering  and  Col.  l^)acon  of  the  tlouse  *'  repair  to  the 
District  of  Amherst,  view  the  same,  hear  the  parlies  on  the  spot,  and  make 
report  what  they  think  proper  for  the  Court  to  do  thereon:  and  that  the 
Inhabitants  of  s'd  District  in  the  mean  time  wholly  surcease  c\:  forbear  all 
proceedings  relative  to  the  building  any  new  Meeting  House  or  Houses  in 
said  District.  ^Lirch  14,  Amherst  appointed  a  conunitlee  to  meet  the 
General  Court's  committee  to  consult  with  them  concerning  the  division  of 
the  District.  'J'here  is  no  record  of  the  committee's  report  to  the  General 
Court,  but  there  is  reason  to  belie\'e  that  it  was  adverse  to  those  who 
favored  di\ision;  the  following  entry  is  found  in  the  Province  Laws,  Vol. 
v.:  p.  41  I  : 

'•  Upon  tlie  petition  of  Josiah  Chauncjy  and  others,  inhabitants  of  the  district 
of  Amherst,  it  was,  on  tlie  loth  of  June.  1774. — 

Ordered  that  tlu'  I uliabit;ints  of  the  said  District  pay  into  the  orii^inal  Peti- 
tioners for  their  costs  <uk1  charges  in  and  about  i)rosecnting:  and  suiii)orting  their 
s  lid  Petition  tlu;  sums  of  twenty  eig'u  pounds.  tift,'en  shillings  and  eight  pence, 
and  that  the  'J'reasurer  of  the  said  I,)isti  ict  be  and  h  jreby  isimpowered  and  dii  >  cted 
to  pay  the  sam  2  out  of  the  Treasurv  accordinglv  :  and  that  the  sum  of  thirty 
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\pounds.  nine  shillings  and  two  pence  be  paid  out  of  the  Province  Treasury  to  the 
Committee  appointed  at  the  last  Session  of  the  General  Court  to  repair  to  Amherst, 
for  their  time  and  expence  in  the  affair,  and  that  the  same  be  laid  on  the  said  I;is- 
;trict  in  the  next  Province  Tax." 

This  action  of  the  General  Court,  and  the  outbreak  of  the  Revolu- 
.tionary  war,  appear  to  have  put  an  end  to  the  plan  for  dividing  the  town. 


CHAPTER  XV. 


^Controversy  Concerning  a  New  AIinister. — Dr.  David  Parsons.' — 
Action  by  Church  and  1\-\rish. — Ecclesiastical  Councils. 
— Second  Parish  Organized. 

The  Rev.  David  Parsons  died  Jan.  i,  17S1.  His  willwas  not  admitted 
ito  probate  until  May,  17S6.  His  son  David  and  Simeon  Strong,  Esq. 
■were  made  executors.  He  gave  to  his  son  Gideon  the  '*  Tavern  house 
and  other  property.  This  tavern-house  stood  on  the  site  now  occu- 
pied by  the  Amherst  house  ;  a  man  named  Trowbridge  had  first  kept 
a  tavern  there.  When  Mr.  Parsons  died  the  District  was  considerably 
indebted  to  him  for  salary  due  and  unpaid.  March  19,  17S1,  the  District 
appointed  a  committee  to  settle  with  his  heirs.  This  committee  failed  to 
-effect  a  settlement,  and  July  6,  17S1,  the  District  voted  to  pay  his  executors 
all  the  salaries  due  him,  in  gold  or  silver,  and  also  to  pay  interest  on  the 
amount.  Before  this  settlement  was  effected,  the  question  as  to  who  should 
.succeed  Mr.  Parsons  in  the  ministry  became  prominent  in  district  affairs. 
The  parties  who  sought  in  1772  to  divide  the  District  were  dissatisfied  with 
.the  result  of  their  efforts  and  cherished  little  love  for  those  who  had  brought 
-their  plans  to  naught.  There  was  also  a  political  question  involved.  Rev. 
David  Parsons  was  a  tory.  and  while  during  his  life  there  had  been  no 
•open  rupture  l)etween  himself  and  member.s  of  his  congregation,  lie  had 
not  from  many  the  high  esteem  with  which  in  the  early  times  ministers  of 
ihe  gospel  were  wont  to  be  regarded  by  their  parishioners.  Now  that  a 
new  minister  was  to  be  engaged,  the  matter  of  his  political  preferences  was 
felt  to  be  of  importance.  May  18,  17S1,  the  selectmen  were  appointed  a 
-committee  to  pro\  ide  a  preacher;  June  23  of  the  same  year,  a  committee 
was  appointed  to  join  with  the  church  committee  ''to  procure  a  settlement 
•/)f  the  Gospel  Ordinances  in  the  Tow  n.  "  'I'his  connnittee  was  instructed 
jto  employ  Mr.  David  Parsons  to  sup})ly  the  })Ldpil  for  the  present. 
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DR.   DAVID  PARSONS. 


David  Parsons  was  the  son  of  Rev.  David  Parsons,  and  was  born  in. 
1749.  He  was  graduated  from  Harvard  College  in  the  class  of  lyyir 
studied  theology  with  his  father,  was  licensed  to  preach  in  1775,  and 
preached  in  Roxbury,  Tifass.  and  •  in  several  towns  in  Connecticut  so* 
acceptably  that  he  received  two  or  three  calls  to  settle  in  the  ministry.  He 
had  about  made  up  his  mind,  owing  to  the  unsettled  state  of  the  country 
and  his  infirm  health,  to  engage  in  mercantile  pursuits,  but  was  persuaded, 
to  supply  the  Amherst  pulpit  for  a  time.  The  following  description  of 
Dr.  Parsons,  (he  received  the  degree  of  D.  D.  from  Prown  University  in 
1800)  was  furnished  by  Rev.  Samuel  Osgood  of  Springheld,  and  formed  a 
part  of  the  address  delivered  by  Rev.  Charles  H.  Williams,  at  the  exercises 
commemorating  the  150th  anniversary  of  the  church  : 

"Dr.  Parsons  had  the  advantage  of  an  uncommonly  fine  person,  of  about, 
medium  height  and  rather  inclined  to  corpulency,  his  features  regular,  eyes  raven- 
black,  and  his  whole  face  beaming  with  intelligence  and  good  nature,  fie  possessed 
social  qualities  of  a  high  order.  His  great  tluency  of  lUterance,  his  fine  flow  of; 
social  feeling,  his  extensive  knowledge  of  men  and  things,  and  his  inexhaustible 
fund  of  anecdote,  seemed  to  mark  him  as  a  leader  in  almost  any  conversation  that 
might  be  introduced.  His  preaching  was  sensible  and  instructive,  and  gave  you 
the  impression  that  there  was  a  great  deal  of  reserve  pov/er.  He  read  his  sermons, 
closely  and  had  little  or  no  action  in  the  pulpit,  though  he  was  far  from  being  tame 
or  dull  in  his  delivery.  He  had  not  only  the  keenest  sense  of  the  ridiculous,  but  he 
indulged  himself  in  this  way  without  much  restraint."' 

Such  was  the  man  whom  many  of  the  residents  in  Amherst  were 
anxious  to  secure  as  successor  to  his  father  in  the  gospel  ministry.  L^oubt-- 
less  he  had  faults  :  it  is  said  that  some  of  those  who  seceded  from  the 
parish  on  account  of  his  settlement  did  so  owing  to  a  want  of  confidence 
in  his  character.  Judd  says  the  rumor  was  that  Dr.  Parsons  used  to  go  to 
ball-rooms  to  watch  the  dancers,  a  heinous  offence  at  one  time  in  the  eyes 
of  the  descendants  of  the  Puritans.  But  his  worst  offence  was  found  in 
his  political  faith  ;  he  was  a  tory,  as  his  father  had  been  before  him. 
This  was  a  fault  that  many  of  his  congregation,  fresh  from  the  battles  and 
privations  of  the  Revolutionary  struggle,  could  not  condone.  The  dwellers 
in  the  District,  in  their  like  and  dislike  of  Dr.  Parsons,  were  about  evenly 
divided.  It  is  related  that  on  one  occasion  the  admirers  and  opponents, 
of  Dr.  Parsons  passed  out  of  the  meeting-house  and  lined  u})  in  front  of  it, 
the  two  lines  being  of  about  equal  length.  The  opposition  party  had  at 
the  time  no  candidate  of  their  ow  n  for  the  ministry  ;  they  were  simply 
opposed  to  the  settlement  of  Dr.  Parsons. 

Their  opposition  was  without  a\ail.  Sept.  13,  1781,  the  District 
voted  to  hire  Mr.  I'arsons  as  a  preacher  for  three  months  ;  Jan.  7,  17S2,  it. 
voted  to  pay  him  S5  i)er  Sabbath  for  39  Sabbaths,  and  .April  S  of  the  same 
year,  to  invite  him  to  preach  two  months  on  probation,  for  settlement.. 


■  ■    ■•  .  ■  /_  1  ■■■■      f  ■ '     i     4  -  ■sr-\- ,  y 


1 1  o 


HISTORY  OF  THE  TOWN   OF  AMHERST,  MASS. 


June  17,  the  District  voted  to  concur  with  the  church  in  their  invitation  lo 
.Mr.  Parsons  to  settle  in  the  ministry,  at  the  same  time  stating  the  sums  thcv 
were  prepared  to  offer  for  settlement  and  salary.  At  a  meeting  held  Aui;. 
12,  1782,  favorable  response  was  received  from  Mr.  Parsons;  bearing  in 
mind,  doubtless,  the  recent  experience  of  his  father's  executors  in  settling 
accounts  with  the  District,  and  regarding  as  well  the  unstable  condition  of 
the  country's  finances,  he  wrote  down  in  explicit  terms  his  understanding 
of  the  District's  offer,  an  act  that  must  have  endeared  him  to  the  methodi- 
•  cal  minds  and  bnsiness-like  instincts  of  his  parishioners.  The  District 
endorsed  this  qualified  acceptance,  and  appointed  a  committee  to  make  the 
''usual  and  decent  preparations  "  for  his  ordination. 

The  steps  already  taken  by  the  church  in  regard  to  Mr.  Parsons'  call 
-and  settlement  may  be  outlined  as  follows:  June  18,  1781,  it  v;as  voted 
"  That  as  soon  as  convenient  the  church  will  be  in  a  way  for  the  resettle- 
ment of  Gos]3el  Ordinances  among  them,"  and  a  committee  was  appointed 
for  the  purpose  of  procuring  a  preacher  to  supply  the  pulpit.  This  com- 
mittee was  instructed  to  confer  with  the  District  committee  and  to  make 
.an  cft'ort  for  union  and  harmony  in  all  measures  that  should  relate  to  the 
resettlement  of  the  gospel  ordinances.  At  a  meeting  held  June  10,  1782, 
the  following  votes  were  passed  : 

'•To  give  Mr.  David  Parsons  a  call  to  settle  with  this  church  in  the  work  of 
the  Gospel  Ministry. 

That  the  Committee  be  directed  to  wait  on  Mr.  Parsons  with  the  foregoing 
vote. 

That  the  committee  be  directed  to  lay  the  votes  for  calling  Mr.  Parsons  to  the 
Ministry  before  the  town  for  concurrence  as  soon  as  may  be." 

Aug.  19,  1782,  the  church  appointed  a  committee  to  confer  with  ?vlr. 
Parsons  concerning  his  ordination,  fixed  as  the  date  for  that  event  the 

.second  Wednesday  in  October,  appointed  the  first  Wednesday  in  October 
a  day  of  fasting  and  prayer  preparatory  to  the  ordination,  and  directed  the 
committee  to  invite  the  following  churcJies  and  pastors  to  assist  in  the 

-exercises  : 

First  Church  in  Sprin_<;field.  Rev.  Pobert  P>reck. 
The  Church  in  Sunderland.  Rev.  Joseph  Ashley. 
The  Cluu.-ch  in  Madley,  Rev.  Sanuiel  Hopkins. 
The  Church  in  .Xorthtield.  Rev.  Jo!in,  11  ul;bard. 
The  Church  in  Oeenfield,  Rev.  Ro;.;er  Xewton. 
The  Churcli  in  Harre,  Rev.  Josiah  Uana. 
The  Church  in  Cranby,  Re\'.  Simon  Packus. 

At  a  meeting  held  Sept.  15,  1782,  the  cluirch  \oted  to  change  the 
day  of  ordination  from  the  second  to  the  i\vr,{  Wednesday  in  October 
.(Oct.  2),  and  also  appointed  the  day  for  fasting  and  prayer  one  week 
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earlier.  Oct.  2,  17S2,  David  Parsons  was  ordained  and  installed  as  pastor 
of  the  church  in  Amherst,  the  ordination  sermon  being  preached  by  Rev. 
Robert  Breck  of  Springfield.  It  was  a  solemn  occasion,  marking  an  era 
in  ecclesiastical  affairs  in  the  District. 

When  the  opponents  of  Mr.  Parsons  found  themselves  unable  to  pre- 
vent his  settlement  as  pastor  of  the  church,  they  withdrew  from  its  com- 
munion and  took  measures  for  organizing  a  new  parish.  They  sought  and 
secured  an  advisory  council  in  which  were  represented  five  churches  located 
in  towns  on  the  west  side  of  the  Connecticut  river,  the  delegates  meeting 
in  Amherst,  Oct.  i,  2  and  3.  Acting  upon  the  advice  of  this  council, 
twentv-two  of  the  "aggrieved  brethren,  "  as  they  termed  themselves, 
agreed,  Oct.  15,  to  organize  a  new  church.  A  second  council  was  sum- 
moned and  met  in  Amherst,  Oct.  28  and  29,  at  the  house  of  Capt.  Ebenezer 
Mattoon,  from  which  fact  it  was  afterwards  generally  known  as  Capt. 
Mattoon's  Council.  "  At  this  council,  or  immediately  after  its  adjourn- 
ment, a  paper  was  drawn  up,  signed  and  submitted  to  the  church,  concern- 
ing which  the  following  reference  is  found  in  the  Fir^st  church  records : 

"  They  sent  to  the  church  a  paper  called  the  Testimony  and  Repn.scntation. 
signed  by  21  members  of  ye  cluirch.  purporting-  their  dissatisfaction  at  the  conduct 
of  ye  church  and  their  determination  to  leave  them,  tliat  they  were  so  grieved  at 
their  conduct  that  they  could  not  walk  with  them.  These  aggrieved  as  t'^.ey  style 
themselves  presented  the  church  with  a  report  of  an  exparte  council  dated  Oct. 
28,  "82  they  had  called  for  advice,  which  was  read  and  the  following  votes  passed. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  churcli  on  the  10'''  day  of  Nov.  inunediately  after  divine 
service,  the  following-  votes  were  passed,  viz. 

Upon  the  question  proposed  whether  this  church  will  appear  before  an  Eccle- 
siastical Council  chosen  by  a  number  of  the  Brethren  who  style  themselves  the 
aggrieved  at  their  adjournment,  and  endeavour  to  place  wherein  the  aggrieved  have 
given  a  representation  of  their  wrongs  and  sufferings? 

\'oted  in  the  negative. 

Upon  a  second  question  whether  this  church  will  unite  with  the  aggrieved 
Brethren  in  the  choice  of  a  mutual  council,  and  submit  to  their  decision  the  matter 
referred  to  in  the  Testimony  and  Representation? 

Voted  in  the  affirmative." 

A  committee  was  appointed  to  await  upon  the  council  at  their  adjourn- 
ment, at  the  house  of  Capt.  Mattoon,  and  to  present  them  a  copy  of  tlie 
church  votes.  It  was  voted  to  send  the  "aggrieved  connnittec  "  a  letter, 
offering  to  unite  with  tiiem  in  the  choice  of  a  mutual  council,  and  a  com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  treat  with  the  aggrieved  upon  the  question  of  sub- 
mitting all  matter  of  grievance  to  such  a  council  Capt.  Mattoon's 
council"  met  on  adjf)Ln-nmeiit,  Nov.  11  and  12,  and,  iiaviug  considered  tlie 
propositions  submitted  b\'  the  cluuch  and  its  pastor,  decided  that  they 
were  unequal  and  unjust.  Tliey  advised  the  aggrieved  tiiat,  unless  the 
church  would  unite  with  them  in  calling  a  mutual  council  within  four  weeks, 


112 


HISTORY   OF   THE  TOWN   OF  AMHF.RST,  MASS. 


they  should  proceed  to  organize  as  a  church  and  settle  a  minister.  This 
advice  was  promptly  accepted  and  acted  upon,  and  on  the  12th  day  of 
November,  17S2,  the  Second  church  in  Amherst  was  organized.  Why  the 
mutual  council,  for  which  both  parties  to  the  controversy  expressed  their 
desire,  was  not  summoned,  is  not  a  matter  of  record. 

The  First  church  did  not  regard  the  organization  of  the  Second 
church  as  regular,  and  for  many  years  claimed  the  members  of  the  latter  a> 
still  belonging  to  the  original  organization.  At  a  meeting  of  the  First 
church  held  Dec.  3,  1782,  it  was  voted  to  summon  an  ecclesiastical  council, 
"to  look  into  the  affairs  of  the  church  and  give  their  advice  respecting  thc 
Brethren  who  style  themselves  the  aggrieved."  This  council  was  sum- 
moned to  meet  Jan.  14,  and  invitations  to  send  delegates  were  addressed 
to  the  churches  in  Northfield,  Greenfield,  Hadley,  Granby,  West  Spring- 
field, Sufheld,  East  Windsor,  Hartford,  Barre,  Rutland,  Spencer,  Eelcher- 
town,  Krookfield,  East  Parish,  West  Windsor,  North  Parish,  and  the  First 
church  in  Springfield.  Of  these,  but  seven  churches  were  represented  in 
the  council,  viz.:  Northfield,  Greenfield,  Springfield,  West  Windsor,  Barre, 
Brooktield  and  Belchertown.  Having  considered  the  testimony  presented 
before  it,  the  council  recommended  the  church  "  to  exercise  forbearance 
and  condescension  towards  their  Brethren  who  had  unwarrantably  with- 
drawn from  their  communion,  and  cordially  to  receive  them  upon  their 
return,  deeming  their  return  a  sufficient  retraction  of  their  errors." 

In  the  Laws  and  P.esolves  of  Massachusetts,  under  date  of  Feb.  13, 
1 7 S3,  the  following  is  recorded  : 

"  Resolve  on  the  petition  of  a  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of 
Amherst. 

Resolved,  that  the  petitioners  notify  the  town  of  Amherst,  by  leaving  with  the 
town  clerk  of  said  town  an  attested  copy  of  their  petition,  and  this  order  thereon, 
to" show  cause,  if  any  they  have,  on  the  second  Wednesday  of  the  next  session  of 
the  General  Court,  why  the  prayer  of  the  said  petitioners  should  not  be  granted, 
and  that  the  said  town  of  Amherst  be,  and  hereby  are  directed,  not  further  to  tax 
the  said  petitioners  for  the  support  of  the  Rev.  David  I'arsons  in  the  ministry  in 
said  town,  or  for  defraying  the  charges  which  have  arisen  on  account  of  !iis  settle- 
ment in  said  town,  till  the  fourth  Wednesday  of  the  next  setting  of  the  (jeneral 
Court.  This  notitication  is  to  be  performed  at  least  sixteen  days  before  the  second 
Wednesday  of  the  next  session  of  this  court."' 

In  May,  1783,  the  Second  Parish  was  incorporated,  the  act  passed  by 
the  General  Court  reading  as  follows  : 

"An  Act  for  incorporatitvj:  a  Xuml^er  of  the  Inhabitants  of  tlie  Town  of 
Aniiierst  in  the  County  of  Hampshire,  into  a  separate  I'arish,  b_\'  tiie  Name  of  tlie 
Second  Parish  in  the  'I  own  of  Amherst 

Wliereas  a  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Amherst,  in  the  said 
county,  herein-after  named,  have  petitioned  this  Court  to  be  incorpoi  ati-d  into  a 
separate  parish,  for  reasons  set  forth  in  the  petition 
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Therefore  be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  in  Gen- 
eral Court  assembled  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That  the  said  petitioners, 
namely, 

Moses  Dickinson, 
Joseph  Eastman, 
Peletiah  Smith 
Hezekiah  Belding, 
John  Robins, 
Joseph  Robins, 
John  In  grab  am, 
Nathan  Perkins, 
Ebenezer  Dickinson,  3d, 
Lemuel  Moody, 
Nathan  Dickinson,  Jr., 
Stephen  Cole, 
Amariah  Dana, 
David  Cowls, 
Benanuel  Leach, 
Joseph  Eastman,  Jr., 
Reuben  Dickinson, 
Reuben  Dickinson.  Jr., 
Amos  Ayres, 
Adam  Rice, 
Solomon  Dickinson, 
Ebenezer  Ingraham, 
Zimri  Dickinson, 
Phineas  Allen, 

and  Gad  Dickinson  together  with  their  estates  which  they  now  have,  or  may  here- 
after possess,  in  their  own  right,  in  the  said  town  of  Amherst,  be,  and  hereby  are 
incorporated  into  a  separate  parish  by  the  name  of  the  second  parish  in  the  town 
of  Amherst." 

Among  the  names  here  given  in  the  act  of  incorporation  are  those  of 
four  men  who  were  prominent  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  Capt.  Ebenezer 
Mattoon,  Capt.  Reuben  Dickinson.  Lieut.  Noah  Dickinson  and  Lieut. 
Joseph  Dickinson.  They  were  leading  opponents  of  Dr.  David  Parsons, 
among  the  first  to  withdraw  from  church  connnunion  before  his  settlement^ 
and  active  in  bringing  about  the  organization  of  the  new  parish.  'Phe 
early  records  of  the  Second  church  have  been  lost,  and  it  is  impossible  to 
give  with  certainty  the  names  of  the  22  original  members.  When  the  first 
pastor  was  installed,  in  1786,  there  were  57  members  of  the  church,  among 
them  the  following  who  were  proba1)ly 'of  the  original  number  : 


Nathan  Dickinson, 
John  Dickinson, 
Timothy  Green, 
Noah  Dickinson, 
Henry  Franklin, 
Abijah  Williams, 
Azariah  Dickinson, 
Samuel  Henry, 
Noah  Hawley, 
Oliver  Clapp, 
Ebenezer  Eastman, 
Gideon  Moore, 
Thomas  Marshall, 
Joseph  Dickinson, 
Simeon  Cowls, 
Abner  Adams. 
Samuel  Ingraham, 
Thomas  Morton, 
Ebenezer  Mattoon.  Jr., 
Justus  Williams, 
Jacob  \\'arner,  Jr., 
Asa  Dickinson, 
Eli  Putnam, 
David  Blodget,  Jr., 


John  Billing, 
Ebenezer  Mattoon, 
Ebenezer  Dickinson, 
Ebenezer  Williams, 
Jacob  Warner, 
James  Merrick,  2d, 
Andrew  Kimbal, 
Noadiah  Lewis, 
Joseph  Morton, 
Giles  Church, 
Nathaniel  Dickinson 
Waitstill  Dickinson, 
John  h^astman, 
David  Rich, 
Elihu  Dickinson, 
Reuben  Ingraham, 
Clement  Marshall, 
Ebenezer  Dickinson,  2d 
Aaron  Billing, 
Gideon  Lee, 
Levi  Dickinson, 
Nathan  Perkins,  Jr., 
Joseph  Williams, 
Simeon  Dickinson, 


Noah  Dickinson. 
Hezekiah  lidding, 
Abner  Adams, 
John  Eastman. 
Ebenezer  Dickinson, 
Amariah  Dana, 
Timothy  Green, 
8 


id. 


Simeon  Dickinson, 
Reulien  Dickinson, 
Ebenezer  .Mattoon, 
iCbenezcr  Dickinson, 
Jose  ph  Eastman.  Jr., 
David  Cowles. 
John  Dickinson. 


Nathan  Dickinson, 
Samuel  Henry. 
Joseph  Eastman, 
Joseph  Dickinson, 
Reuben  Ingram, 
John  Billings, 
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Among  the  deacons  who  served  the  church  in  its  earher  years  were 
John  BilHngs,  Hezekiah  Belding,  Nathan  FrankHn,  EHjah  Eastman,  Medad 
Dickinson,  Zechariah  Hawley  and  P2Hab  Thomas. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  Second  parish  after  its  incorporation  was 
held  June  24,  1783,  at  the  house  of  John  Billings,  who  was  chosen  moder- 
ator of  the  meeting.  Ebenezer  Mattoon,  Jr.  was  chosen  clerk  and  treas- 
urer for  the  year.  Moses  Dickinson,  Noah  Dickinson  and  Ebenezer  East- 
man were  elected  "  to  perform  the  duty  of  selectmen  with  regard  to  the 
parish  Amariah  Dana,  John  Billings  and  Moses  Dickinson,  assessors  ; 
John  Eastman  and  Thomas  Marshall,  collectors.  July  7,  1783,  the  parish 
voted  to  raise  ^50  to  provide  preaching  and  to  defray  other  necessary 
charges. 


CHAPTER  XVI. 


Second  Parish  Meeting  House. — Rev.  Ichabod  Draper,  the  First 
Pastor. — A  Letter  of  Discipline. — Decree  by  the  Gen- 
eral Court. 

July  28,  1783,  Oliver  Clapp,  Nathaniel  Dickinson,  2d,  and  Giles  Church 
were  appointed  "  to  measure  the  road  to  find  the  center  of  the  parish,  for 
the  purpose  of  erecting  a  meeting-house  in  the  centre,  as  should  be  thus 
formed."  At.  a  meeting  held  a  few  days  later,  it  was  voted  "to  set  the 
meeting-house  in  the  nearest  convenient  place  to  the  centre  of  the  parish," 
and  also  "  to  measure  from  every  man's  door,  to  find  the  centre  of  travel." 
A  committee  of  twelve  was  appointed  to  build  the  meeting-house.  There 
was  the  usual  difference  of  opinion  as  to  where  the  building  should  stand. 
The  members  of  the  parish  were  unable  to  settle  the  question  satisfactorily 
among  themselves  ;  at  a  meeting  held  Nov.  12,  1783,  Dea.  Smith  of  Granby, 
Capt.  Cooke  of  Sunderland  and  Mr.  Weston  of  Belchertown  were  appointed 
a  committee  ''to  alhx  the  place  for  erecting  the  meeting-house  ",  and  Dea. 
Gray  of  Pelham  was  to  serve  as  a  substitute  should  any  of  the  others  fail 
to  come.  The  committee  selected  a  place  near  Lieut.  Dickinson's  house, 
about  in  the  center  of  the  common,  southeast  of  where  the  present  house 
of  worship  stands.  The  parish  voted  to  accept  the  location,  and  also 
voted  at  the  same  meeting  "  to  provide  one  barrel  of  rum  and  half  a  hundred 
-of  sugar,  for  raising  said  house  "  and  "  bread  and  cheese  for  the  raisers  at 
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noon,  and  a  comfortable  supper  at  night."  The  raising  of  the  meeting- 
house was  begun  on  the  19th  and  completed  on  the  21st  of  Nov.,  1783, 
and  the  first  religious  service  was  held  in  it  Feb.  15,  1784. 

Early  in  1784,  the  church  and  parish  concurred  in  an  invitation  to 
Rev.  Joseph  Willard  of  Paxton  to  settle  with  them  in  the  gospel  ministry, 
but  Mr.  W'illard  declined.  In  September,  1785,  a  call  was  extended  to 
Mr.  Ichabod  Draper  to  become  the  pastor  of  the  church,  and  he  accepted. 
The  parish  offered  him  £200  for  his  settlement,  £Go  for  his  salary  the 
first  year,  £6^  the  second  year,  and  /"70  for  the  third  year  and  each  year 
thereafter.  He  was  also  to  receive  30  cords  of  wood  annually,  "  as  soon  as 
he  wants  it  for  his  own  firing." 

Mr.  Draper  was  a  native  of  Dedham  ;  he  was  graduated  from  Har- 
vard College  and  was  about  31  years  of  age  when,  Jan.  25,  1786,  he  was 
installed  as  the  first  pastor  of  the  Second  Church  in  Amherst.  He  con- 
tinued in  the  duties  of  the  pastorate  until,  on  account  of  physical  infirmi- 
ties, he  was  dismissed,  Oct.  3,  1809.  May  29,  1S09,  it  was  voted  as  the 
opinion  of  the  parish  that  Rev.  Mr.  Draper's  infimities  were  such  as  to 
render  him  in  a  great  measure  incapable  of  performing  his  ministerial 
duties.  The  parish  offered  to  pay  him  his  salary  and  wood  as  it  became 
due  until  the  end  of  the  year,  if  he  would  take  a  dismission.  At  a  meeting 
held  June  12,  1809,  Mr.  Draper's  reply  to  this  proposition  was  considered 
and  voted  unsatisfactory.  A  motion  was  made  to  see  if  the  parish'  would 
offer  Mr.  Draper  any  further  pecuniary  consideration  to  take  a  dismission, 
and  was  negatived  by  a  unanimous  vote.  June  26,  1S09,  the  parish  voted 
to  take  such  measures  as  seemed  necessary  to  dissolve  the  pastoral  relation 
between  Mr.  Draper  and  the  parish.  Sept.  13  of  the  same  year,  it  voted 
to  concur  with  the  church  in  an  offer  to  pay  to  Mr.  Draper  his  salary  and 
wood  for  that  year,  and  Si 00  additional,  if  he  would  take  a  friendly  dis- 
mission ;  if  he  refused,  to  join  with  the  church  in  calling  a  mutual  ecclesi- 
astical council.  Nov.  16,  1S09,  the  parish  committee  were  instructed  to 
hire  a  candidate  to  supply  the  pulpit.  Mr.  Draper  continued  to  reside  in  Am- 
herst uiitil  his  death  in  1827.  The  second  pastor  of  the  church  was  Nathan 
Perkins,  Jr.,  a  native  of  Hartford,  Conn,  and  a  graduate  of  Yale  College 
in  the  class  of  1795.  The  parish  offered  him  $500  for  his  settlement  and 
^400  for  his  annual  salary,  with  30  loads  of  wood  additional.  At  a  meet- 
ing held  Aug.  28,  iSio,  the  vote  in  rt^gard  to  the  sum  to  be  paid  for  his 
settlement  was  rescinded  and  an  annual  salary  of  $500  was  offered.  Pie 
was  installed,  (Jet.  lo,  1810,  and  continued  in  the  pastorate  until  his  death 
in  1842. 

It  was  natural  that  the  menUjers  of  the  First  church  and  parish  should 
regard  with  jealous  interest  the  proceedings  of  their  seceding  brethren. 
They  undertook,  on  different  occasions  and  in  various  ways,  to  discipline 
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-the  members  of  the  Second  church,  whom  they  professed  still  to  regard  as 
members  of  their  own  body.  As  an  example  of  the  feeling  that  existed 
-among  the  members  of 'the  elder  organization,  it  is  interesting  to  note  the 
contents  of  a  letter  which  was  adopted  at  a  meeting  of  the  First  church, 
May  9,  1784,  signed  by  the  pastor  and  a  copy  sent  to  the  "  withdrawing 
brethren."    It  reads  as  follows  : 

"  The  Pastor  and  church  of  X  in  Amherst  to  ye  Brethren  who  have  withdrawn 
themselves  from  ye  communion  of  the  chh  and  who  call  themselves  the  2''  Chh. 
Beloved  Brethren  : 

The  sacred  obligation  incumbent  on  you  and  us,  resulting  from 
our  profession  of  X'"-'  and  from  the  solenin  engagenients  which  you  and  we 
expressly  took  upon  ourselves  when  we  entered  into  the  communion  of  the  chh. 
and  covenanted  with  each  other  to  walk  in  the  faith  and  fellow\ship  of  the  Cjospcl, 
and  to  watch  over  one  another  for  our  mutual  and  spiritual  good,  require  and  con- 
strain us  at  the  present  time  to  make  our  solemn  and  serious  address  to  you  on  the 
subject  of  your  separation  from  our  communion  and  the  manner  in  which  you 
effected  it.  We  claim  no  right  to  exercise  spiritual  dominion  over  your  faith  or 
practice,  but  think  it  our  duty  as  fellow  Christians,  as  professed  Disciples  and  Ser- 
vants of  one  common  Lord,  whose  undoubted  right  and  duty  it  is  on  proper  occa- 
sions to  exhort  and  admonish  one  another,  to  remind  you  of  your  duty,  and  of  what 
we  judge  to  be  your  error  and  offence.  Permit  us  then  with  Christian  freedom,  in 
faithfulness  to  ourselves  and  to  you,  to  lay  before  the  several  matters  wherein  you 
are,  in  our  judgement,  clearly  blameable  and  irregular,  wherein  you  have  manifestly 
err'd  from  the  path  of  duty,  have  not  walked  orderly  according  to  the  rules  of  our 
common  profession,  and  thereby  given  just  cause  of  offence  to  us  and  to  the  chh,. 
.  of  Christ. 

In  the  tirst  place  you  have  withdrawn  from  our  communion  suddenly  and  pre- 
cipitately and  erected  a  separate  communion  among-  yourselves,  without  even 
requesting  our  assent,  or  by  giving  in  regular  notice  of  your  intended  separation. 

In  the  next  place  you  separated  from  us,  or  from  a  church  which  had  offended 
you,  yet  you  never  dealt  with  us  or  with  Christian  brethren  touching  matters  of 
offence,  never  conformed  your  conduct  to  the  plain  precepts  of  the  (iospel— you 
neither  endeavored  to  heal  the  breach,  nor  made  any  attempt  nor  used  any  means, 
nor  allowed  any  time  for  reconciliation.  You  took  offence  at  our  proceedings  at 
the  ordination  of  our  Pastor,  on  the  very  next  Lord's  Day  you  withdrew  from  us 
and  ertcted  a  separate  worship.  However  just  might  have  been  your  grounds  for 
offence,  you  ought  to  have  sought  reconciliation  in  the  use  of  those  excellent  means 
that  are  clearly  prescribed  by  our  Divine  Lord.  There  was  at  least  a  possibility  of 
gaining  your  offending  Brethren. 

Moreover  you  have  repeatedly  rejected  our  offers  of  treating  the  suppo.sed 
offences  in  the  ancient  regular  and  Chi  istia-n  method  of  a  Mutual  Council  of  sister 
churches.  If  your  conduct  in  this  sudden  separation  was  good  and  reguhir,  why 
■would  you  not  come  to  the  light  that  your  deeds  might  be  made  manifest.^ 

Lastly,  your  sei)aration  was  not  only  irregular  as  to  the  manner,  but  groundle.ss 
in  respect  of  the  matter.  We  had  given  you  no  just  ground  of  offense,  and  in  our 
judgment  \ou  have  made  a  Schism  in  the  body  of  Christ  dirtctly  contrary  to  the 
teaching  of  his  dospd. 

Hear  us  then.  Brethren,  wliile  we  would  in  the  sjiii  it  of  love  and  meekness 
solemnly  put  you  in  mind  to  consider  the  sacred  ol)lig;U;ons  you  hr.ve  taken  up(  n 
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yourselves,  the  Duties  you  owe  to  our  common  Lord,  to  the  church  of  Christ  in 
general  and  to  this  church  in  particular,  to  compare  your  conduct  with  those  duties 
and  obligations,  to  consider  whether  you  are  not  in  danger  of  falling  within  the 
unhappy  description  of  those  that  cause  divisions  and  offences  contrary  to  the 
doctrine  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  and  of  incurring  the  condemnation  of  those  that 
are  contentious  and  obey  not  the  truth. 

Hear  us  brethren,  whilst  we  earnestly  beseech  you  to  retract  your  error,  to  do 
honour  to  our  Divine  Lord  and  his  Gospel,  by  doing  all  within  your  power  towards 
a  reparation  of  the  injury  you  have  done  liis  cause,  and  by  making  such  satisfaction 
to  your  offended  brethren  as  the  rules  of  Christianity,  the  precepts  of  the.  Gospel, 
and  the  order  of  the  church  require." 

To  this  communication  the  niembers  of  the  Second  church  returned 
a  prompt  and  spirited  answer,  defending  their  action  and  placing  upon  the 
First  church  the  blame  for  the  differences  that  existed.  As  may  readily  be 
imagined,  correspondence  of  this  character  did  little  towards  healing  the 
breech  between  the  churches  and  their  niembers.  The  First  church  refused 
to  recognize  the  younger  organization  in  any  way  ;  conferences  were  held 
and  the  advice  of  ministerial  associations  was  sought  from  time  to  time 
by  the  one  church  or  the  other.  In  the  year  1788,  the  General  Court 
having  been  appealed  to  for  aid,  the  following  act  was  passed,  under  date 
of  June  17  : 

"  An  act  in  addition  to  the  act  passed  in  May,  17S3. 

Whereas  further  provision  is  necessary  for  the  support  of  public  worship,  in 
the  said,  town  of  Amherst,  and  to  promote  the  peace  and  mutual  good  will  of  the 
inhabitants  thereof. 

Be  it  therefore  Enacted  by  the  Senate  &  Mouse  of  Representatives  in  General 
Court  assembled  &  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  said 
town  of  Amherst,  shall  be  taken  and  considered  as  belonging  to  that  Parish,  in  the 
said  town,  where  they  have  usually  attended  public  worship  for  the  term  of  one 
year,  next  before  the  passing  of  this  Act,  and  that  in  future  the  inhabitants  of  the 
said  .town,  with  their  heirs  and  successors,  shall  have  liberty  to  attend  public 
worship  at  that  Parish  in  the  said  town,  which  they  shall  prefer,  and  shall  pay  paro- 
chial taxes  where  they  shall  so  attend,  they  producing  to  the  respective  .Assessors, 
a  Certificate  from  the  minister  of  the  Parish  to  which  they  shall  remove,  or  from 
the  Parish  Clerk,  in  case  there  be  no  minister,  that  they  have  generally  attended 
public  worship  there,  for  the  space  of  one  whole  year  together,  next  preceding  the 
date  of  such  certificate  :  and  previous  to  such  removal,  entering  their  names,  express- 
ing their  intention,  with  the  Clerk  of  the  Parish  from  which  they  shall  remove. 

And  be  it  further  Enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  that  all  taxes  or  arrears 
of  taxes,  wliich  have  been  assessed  in  consequence  of  and  agreeably  to  the  incor- 
poration Act  of  the  saidsec(jn(l  i'arish,  shall  be  collected  in  the  same  manner,  as  if 
this  Act  had  not  been  made  :  Provided  that  the  sons  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
second  Parish,  that  have  been  taxed  by  the  first  ]*arish,  and  those  who  luive 
removed  into  the  said  town,  and  have  attended  worship  at  the  second  Parish,  and 
have  been  taxed  by  the  first  Parish,  shall  not  be  held  to  pay  such  assessments. 

And  be  it  furllier  I'nacted  by  the  auti\ority  aforesaid,  that  any  person  remov- 
ing into  said  town,  may  attend  pubHc  worship,  and  i)ay  parochial  taxes  at  either 
Parish,  he  entering  his  name  with  the  Clerk  thereof,  for  that  purpose. 
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■  And  be  it  further  Enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  that  the  real  estate 
owned  by  non-resident  proprietors,  shall  be  taxed  for  the  use  of  the  parish  where 
the  occupier  belongs,  according  to  the  regulations  aforesaid:  and  if  there  be  no 
occupier  who  is  an  inhabitant  in  said  town,  then  the  taxes  of  it  shall  be  paid  to  the 
Parish,  which  such  proprietor  shall  direct." 


■A 

CHAPTER  XVII. 


Hard  Times  Following  the  Revolution. — Causes  Leading  to  the 
Shays  Rebellion. — Heavy  Taxation. — Legal  Troubles. — 
Mob  Law  at  Northampton.- — Neighborhood  Contentions. 
— Arraignment  of  Government"  by  Hatfield  Convention. 

At  the  close  of  the  war  of  the  Revolution  Massachusetts  was  practi- 
cally bankrupt;  the  same  was  true  of  the  towns  in  the  state  and  of  many  of 
their  inhabitants.  The  war  had  been  fought  and  won  on  promises  to  pay, 
and  now  that  the  struggle  was  over  and  the  time  for  redemption  of  these 
promises  drew  near,  there  was  nothing  in  the  public  treasury  and  but  little 
in  private  strong-boxes  to  satisfy  the  demands  of  creditors.  The  Conti- 
nental currency  had  depreciated  until  it  was  worth  little  more  than  the 
intrinsic  value  of  the  paper  it  was  printed  on.  I'o  redeem  its  promises  to 
the  national  government  the  state  must  have  money  ;  whence  could  it  be 
obtained.'*  Commerce  was  practically  extinct;  the  fisheries,  which  had 
been  a  mine  of  wealth  for  many  years,  had  been  neglected  ;  the  whale 
fishery,  which  at  the  beginning  of  the  war  had  employed  150  vessels  and 
yielded  an  annual  revenue  through  the  island  of  Nantucket  alone  of 
;{^i67,ooo,  at  the  close  of  the  struggle  employed  but  19  vessels;  manu- 
factures were  as  yet  in  their  infancy  ;  agriculture,  the  leading  pursuit  of 
the  people,  had  declined  in  proportion  as  larger  numbers  of  able-bodied 
citizens  were  re(|uire(l  for  military  service.  The  state  must  raise  the  money 
it  needed  by  a  tax  upon  the  towns  ;  the  latter  were  but  ill  prepared  to  stand 
a  further  drain  on  their  scanty  resources.  When  the  inhabitants  of 
Amherbt  engaged  with  their  lives  and  fortunes  "  to  support  the  cause  of 
independence  of  Great  Rritain,  it  may  be  doubted  if  they  fully  realized 
how  heavy  was  the  financial  burden  they  were  about  to  incur.  They  were 
poor  at  the  beginning  of  the  war  ;  they  grew  more  impoverished  each  year 
that  it  continued,  and  when  it  ended  there  was  little  save  the  liberty  for 
whicli  they  had  fought  and  endured  that  they  could  call  their  own.  The 


STATE  AND  PRIVATE  INDEBTEDNESS. 


119 


war  taxes  were  heavy,  but  when  peace  came,  instead  of  a  hghtening  of  the 
burden  there  was  an  increase  that  made  it  greater  than  the  people  could 
.bear.  In  addition  to  the  public  debt,  there  had  been  during  the  war  an 
alarming  increase  in  private  indebtedness.  The  confusion  of  the  times 
had  excused  or  prevented  many  persons  from  fulfilling  their  private  con- 
tracts. This  public  and  private  indebtedness  and  the  means  taken  for 
satisfying  the  same  were  potent  among  the  causes  of  a  series  of  public 
disturbances  which  culminated  in  what  w^as  known  as  the  Shays' 
Rebellion." 

It  is  not  intended  in  these  pages  to  give  an  extended  narrative  of 
this  insurrection,  peculiar  in  many  of  its  features  and  resulting  most  dis- 
astrously to  those  who  engaged  in  it,  but  Amherst  was  the  scene  of  many 
of  its  incidents  and  Amherst  men  took  part  in  it,  giving  it  a  legitimate 
place  in  the  town's  history.  The  operations  of  the  insurgents  extended 
throughout  Massachusetts  and  into  other  states,  but  the  following  narra- 
tion relates  principally  to  events  that  occured  in  this  immediate  vicinity. 
The  facts  as  given  are  mainly  derived  from  ''The  History  of  the  Insurrec- 
tions in  Massachusetts,  in  the  year  17S6,  and  the  Rebellion  Consequent 
Thereon,"  written  by  George  Richards  Minot,  A.  M,,  and  printed  at  Wor- 
cester in  the  year  1788,  soon  after  the  close  of  the  rebellion.  Theincidents 
of  local  character  are  derived  from  reliable  sources. 

When  the  war  of  the  Revolution  began,  the  entire  debt  of  Massachu- 
setts was  less  than  ^100,000  ;  at  its  conclusion  the  private  state  debt  was 
upwards  of  ;{^i,3oo,ooo,  and  the  state's  proportion  of  the  federal  debt  not 
less  than  ;^i,5oo,ooo;  besides  this  there  was  owing  to  the  officers  and 
soldiers  who  had  served  in  the  armies  ^250,000,  making  a  total  of  over 
^3,000,000.  The  raising  of  the  interest  upon  this  sum,  enormous  as  it 
was  then  considered,  to  say  nothing  of  any  payment  upon  the  principal, 
was  a  problem  that  taxed  to  the  utmost  the  wisdom  of  a  people  as  yet  but 
little  versed  in  matters  of  finance. 

The  people  were  prejudiced  against  laying  taxes  on  foreign  imports 
and  also  against  excise,  or  internal  revenue  taxation,  believing  such  methods 
opposed  to  the  spirit  of  republican  government ;  but  the  exigencies  of  the 
times  caused  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  Congress  for  levying  a 
general  import  duty  of  five  per  cent.  Soon  after  the  close  of  the  war  there 
was  a  great  increase  in  the  importation  of  articles  of  foreign  manufacture  ; 
the  exports,  in  comparison,  were  small,  and  the  balance  of  trade  being 
largely  against  the  states,  the  difference  had  to  be  paid  in  specie,  causing 
an  alarming  decrease  in  the  circulating  medium  of  the  country.  Private 
contracts  were  first  made  to  give  way  to  the  payment  of  public  taxes, 
owing  to  an  idea  that  the  scarcity  of  specie  did  not  admit  of  the  i)ayment 
of  both.    The  former,  therefore,  were  made  payable  in  other  property  than 
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money,  by  an  act  passed  July  3,  1782,  commonly  known  as  the  "Tender 
Act."  By  this  it  was  provided  that  executions  issued  for  private  demands 
might  be  satisfied  by  neat  cattle,  or  articles  particularly  enumerated,  at  an 
appraisement  of  impartial'men  under  oath.  The  operations  of  this  act 
proved  most  unsatisfactory  and  the  following  year  it  was  repealed.  The 
scarcity  of  coin  naturally  suggested  a  further  increase  in  the  paper  cur- 
rency. Great  quantities  of  this  medium  were  still  in  circulation,  having 
been  issued  during  the  war.  The  delinquency  in  the  payment  of  taxes 
had  obliged  the  state  treasurer  to  anticipate  them  by  issuing  orders  upon 
the  collectors  ;  these  orders  had  accumulated  to  a  large  amount,  and  became 
a  kind  of  currency  at  a  depreciated  value.  With  the  paper  money  already 
in  circulation  constantly  lessening  in  value,  it  would  seem  that  common 
sense  as  well  as  common  honesty  would  have  protested  against  any  further 
increase  of  this  unsecured  indebtedness.  In  these,  as  in  later  times,  there 
were  speculators  who  availed  themselves  of  the  necessities  of  government 
to  add  to  their  private  gain.  "J'hey  purchased  securities  at  a  great  discount, 
risking  the  chance  that  the  government  would  keep  faith  with  its  creditors. 
These  speculators  were  held  in  great  public  contempt,  and  it  soon  became  a 
common  observation  that  the  government  ought  not  to  be  compelled  to  pay 
full  value  for  what  had  been  purchased  at  a  discount.  The  General  Court 
was  urged  to  avail  itself  of  this  depreciation  for  the  benefit  of  the  com- 
monwealth ;  to  the  everlasting  credit  of  Massachusetts  let  it  be  recorded 
that  the  attempts  of  these  "  readjusters  "  of  the  public  debt  failed  com- 
pletely. Another  proposition  that  was  made,  and  favored  with  consider- 
able enthusiasm,  was  that  a  considerable  quantity  of  paper  money  should 
be  issued  and,  to  avoid  any  difficulty  in  redeeming  it,  that  it  might  be  by 
law  depreciated,  at  fixed  rates,  in  certain  given  periods,  until  at  a  suitable 
time  the  whole  should  be  extinguished.  The  fact  that  such  a  proposition 
should  be  seriously  considered,  and  brought  before  the  General  Court, 
shows  most  clearly  to  what  desperate  straits  the  finances  of  the  people 
had  come. 

At  the  close  of  the  war  a  vast  number  of  suits  were  pending  before 
the  civil  courts  ;  these  afforded  employment  for  the  lawyers  whose  numbers 
rapidly  increased.  The  debtor  class,  a  majority  in  every  community,  was 
compelled  to  expend  large  sums  of  money  in  fees  for  the  law\ers  and  in 
costs  of  court.  At  that  lime  imprisonment  for  debt,  a  barbarous  custom 
imported  from  Knghand,  was  sanctioned  by  law  in  Massachusetts.  The 
people,  impoverished  through  their  devotion  to  tiie  cause  of  liberty,  were 
unable  to  pay  their  debts,  and  found  their  remaining  property  subject  to 
confiscation  and  themselves  liable  to  imprisonnient  at  the  behest  of  their 
creditors  enforced  by  the  court's  decision.  Small  wonder  that  they  began 
to  look  with  aversion  upon  lawyers  as  a  class,  and  to  regard  the  courts  as 
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instruments  of  oppression.  So  strong  became  the  antagonism  against 
members  of  the  legal  profession,  they  were  in  many  instances  excluded 
from  the  House  of  Represent-atives.  The  action  of  the  courts  was  freely 
criticized  and  frequent  complaints  were  urged  against  the  entire  judicial 
system  of  the  state. 

From  criticism  to  hostile  action  was  but  an  easy  step.  In  April,  1782, 
a  mob  assembled  at  Northampton  of  sufficient  force  to  disturb  the  holding 
of  the  supreme  judicial  court  and  the  court  of  common  pleas.  This  mob 
was  raised  and  led  by  Samuel  Ely,  an  irregular  "  preacher,  who  had 
acted  as  a  minister  of  the  Gospel  several  years  at  Somers.  Conn.  Holland, 
in  his  History  of  Western  Massachusetts,  describes  Ely  as  "  a  vehement, 
brazen-faced  declaimer,  abounding  in  his  hypocritical  pretensions  to  pity, 
and  an  industrious  sower  of  discord."  A  council  of  ministers  had  com- 
pelled him  to  leave  his  parish  at  Somers,  and  he  removed  to  Northampton. 
For  his  connection  with  the  mob  at  Northampton  he  was  arrested,  and 
pleading  guilty  to  the  indictment  against  him,  was  condemned  to  a  term  of 
imprisonment  in  Springfield.  While  under  sentence,  a  mob  assembled  and 
released  him.  Three  persons,  who  were  considered  ringleaders  in  the 
rescue,  were  arrested  and  imprisoned  at  Northampton.  Another  mob 
gathered  to  effect  their  release.  The  militia,  1200  strong,  gathered  under 
the  command  of  Gen.  Elihu  Porter,  sheriff  of  the  county,  to  defend  the 
.jail.  The  insurgents,  300  strong,  under  Capt.  Reuben  Dickinson,  assembled 
in  Hatfield  and  sent  a  demand  to  Gen.  Porter  that  the  three  men  should 
be  delivered  up  forthwith.  This  demand  was  acceded  to  in  so  far  that  the 
three  men  were  released  upon  their  parole  of  honor.  The  General  Court, 
at  its  session  held  the  following  November,  pardoned  every  man  concerned 
in  the  riot  except  Ely. 

As  early  as  17S1,  conventions  began  to  be  held  in  Western  Massachu- 
setts to  consult  upon  the  real  and  fancied  grievances  of  the  people.  The 
first  niention  of  these  conventions  found  in  the  Amherst  records  is  under 
date  of  Jan.  25.  1782,  when  Elijah  JJaker  and  Joseph  Eastman  were  chosen 
'*  to  go  to  Shutesbury  on  the  30th  of  January  to  meet  the  Towns  that  meet 
there."  Aug.  6  of  the  same  year,  John  Billings,  Elijah  leaker  and  Martin 
Kellogg  were  appointed  delegates  to  a  county  convention  held  at  Hatfield. 
Jan.  20,  1783,  Amherst  voted  to  pay  the  delegates  to  these  two  conven- 
tions three  shillings  per  day  for  their  serv  ices  and  an  additional  sum  for 
horse-hire.  A  convention  was  held  at  Deerfield,  Sept.  29,  1783,  and  one 
at  Hatfield,  Oct.  20  of  the  same  year.  At  some,  if  not  all,  of  tiiese  con- 
ventions, })etiti()ns  were  drawn  up  and  forwarded  to  the  General  (.'ourt, 
relating  the  grievances  of  the  people  and  j^raying  their  rediess  by  legislation. 

IJetween  tlie  years  1783  and  1786,  tliere  was  little  change  for  the 
better  in  the  financial  condition  of  the  people.    Taxes  continued  to  be 
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high  and  the  means  for  paying  them  was  no  more  abundant.  During  tliis 
period,  however,  there  are  recorded  no  efforts  to  interfere  with  the  sittings 
of  the  courts.  August  22,  17 86,  a  convention  of  delegates  from  50  towns 
in  Hampshire  county  assembled  at  Hatfield,  and  after  voting  that  the 
meeting  was  constitutional,  drew  up  a  paper  containing  a  long  list  of 
grievances,  supplemented  with  recommendations  to  the  towns  in  the  county 
and  their  inhabitants.  These  grievances  included,  among  others,  the 
existence  of  the  Senate,  the  mode  of  representation,  the  existence  of  the 
courts  of  common  pleas  and  general  sessions,  the  supplementary  aid 
(granted  to  the  national  government),  the  mode  adopted  for  the  payment 
and  speedy  collection  of  the  last  tax,  the  mode  of  taxation,  as  it  operated 
unequally  between  polls  and  estates,  and  between  landed  and  mercantile 
interests,  the  method  of  practice  of  the  attorneys  at  law,  the  want  of  a 
sufficient  medium  of  trade,  to  remedy  the  mischief  arising  from  the  scarcity 
of  money,  the  embarrassments  of  the  press,  and  the  neglect  of  the  settle- 
ment of  important  matters  depending  between  the  Commonwealth  and 
Congress,  relating  to  monies  and  averages.  Th.e  leading  recommendations 
were  an  emission  of  paper  money  subject  to  a  depreciation,  a  revision  of 
the  constitution,  and  an  immediate  assembly  of  the  General  Court  that  the 
grievances  complained  of  might  be  redressed.  It  was  also  voted  I'hat 
this  convention  recommend  it  to  the  inhabitants  of  this  county,  that  they 
abstain  from  all  mobs  and  unlawful  assemblies,  until  a  constitutional  method 
of  redress  can  be  obtained."  Copies  of  the  proceedings  of  this  conven- 
tion were  to  be  transmitted  to  the  conventions  of  the  counties  of  Worces- 
ter and  Berkshire  ;  a  copy  was  also  to  be  sent  to  the  press  in  Springfield 
for  publication. 

It  is  hardly  possible  to  conceive  of  a  more  severe  arraignment  of  the 
existing  govern-ment  than  was  contained  in  this  list  of  grievances.  The 
executive,  legislative  and  judicial  departments  were  in  turn  condemned, 
and  a  condition  of  affairs  predicated  which,  had  it  really  existed,  would 
have  justified  a  second  revolution.  It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  this 
paper  was  not  the  product  of  a  gathering  of  irresponsible  malcontents, 
but  of  delegates  selected  by  the  towns  they  came  from  and  doubtless  fully 
competent  to  represent  the  views  of  a  majority  of  the  inhabitants  of  tiiose 
towns.  Whatever  its  subject  matter,  therefore,  it  carried  it  with  the  weight 
of  opinion  of  Hampsiiire  county.  Tt  held  the  government  up  to  public 
contempt;  small  wonder,  then,  that  individuals  should  lose  respect  for 
institutions  that  collectively  they  had  condemned.  Aug.  29,  four  days  after 
the  convention  had  adjourned,  was  the  day  appointed  for  the  sitting  ot 
the  court  of  common  i:)leas  and  general  sessions  of  the  peace  at  Xorthamp- 
ton.  On  that  date  a  large  mob  gathered  from  the  various  towns  in  the 
county  and  took  possession  of  the  grounds  surrounding  the  court-iiouse 
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where  the  court  had  already  assembled.  The  numbers  of  this  mob  were- 
estimated  by  ]\Iinot  at  some  1500  ;  the  papers  of  the  day  and  vicinity  give 
a  considerably  smaller  estimate,  Many  of  the  mob  were  armed  with, 
muskets  and  swords,  and  they  took  no  pains  to  conceal  their  object,  which 
was  to  prevent  a  sitting  of  the  courts.  A  messenger  was  despatched  to  the 
justices,  politely  informing  them  that,  as  the  people  labored  under  divers- 
grievances,  it  was  "  inconvenient "  that  the  court  should  sit  for  the  trans- 
action of  business,  until  there  was  an  opportunity  for  redress.  The  officers 
of  the  court  were  not  slow  to  understand  the  meaning  contained  in  these 
politic  words  and  adjourned  the  court  witliputday;  the  mob  thereupon 
retired  and  quietly  dispersed.  Among  those  who  took  part  in  the  gather- 
ing at  Northampton  which  prevented  the  sitting  of  the  courts  was  a  party 
of  men  from  Amherst  led  by  Lieut.  Joel  Pollings.  In  the  manuscript  ar- 
chives at  the  state-house  in  Boston  is  a  paper  which  states,  "  Lieut.  Billings 
came  in  at  the  head  of  his  party  with  his  Sword  Drawn  &  his  men  mostly 
armed  with  guns,  cutlasses,  etc." 

On  being  notified  of  this  violation  of  the  laws,  Governor  James  Bow- 
doin  promptly  issued  a  proclamation  calling  on  the  officers  and  citizens  of 
the  Commonwealth  to  suppress  such  treasonable  proceedings;  but  the 
mischief  had  been  accomplished.  On  the  week  succeeding  the  demonstra- 
tion at  Northampton,  occurred  the  day  for  opening  the  courts  of  common 
pleas  and  general  sessions  at  Worcester.  Here,  as  at  Northampton,  a 
mob  of  armed  men  assembled  and  prevented  the  sitting  of  the  courts. 
Similar  outrages  were  committed  at  Great  Barrington  and  at  Concord 
during  the  month  of  September.  At  Great  Barrington,  three  of  the  four 
justices  were  compelled  to  sign  an  obligation  that  they  would  not  act  under 
their  commissions  until  the  grievances  complained  of  should  be  redressed  ; 
the  jail  also  was  broken  open  a  nd  the  debtors  confined  there  released. 
A  proclamation  had  been  issued  by  Gov.  Bowdoin  for  assembling  the 
General  Court  in  October,  but  owin^r  to  the  riots  throujihout  the  state  the 
date  was  changed  to  Sept.  27. 


CHAPTER  XVlll. 


CoNSPIR.ACY   AOAINST  THE   SurKEME    Coi'RT.  DaNIEE    ShaVS.  ACMON. 

BY  THE  General  Cour r.— MiEiriA  Called  Our. —  Bloodshed 
AT  Sprinofield. — Retreai'  of  the  Lwsurhents. 

Tiuis  far  tiie  demonstrations  of  the  insurgents  had  been  directed 
against  the  inferior  courts  ;  in  attacking  these,  the  rioters  had  made  them- 
selves liable  to  indictment  for  higii  misdemeanor.     In  order  to  shield  them- 
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.selves  from  this  danger,  they  determined  to  prevent  the  sitting  of  the 
.supreme  judicial  court.  This  court  was  to  open  at  Springfield  on  Tues- 
day, Sept.  26.  The  governnient  anticipated  trouble  and  made  arrange- 
ments to  protect  the  court  in  the  exercise  of  its  functions.  Gov.  Bowdoin 
-ordered  that  the  court-house  should  be  taken  possession  of  by  600  men 
-under  command  of  ?vIajor  Gen.  \Mlliam.  Shepard.  On  the  Saturday  even- 
ing preceding  the  opening  day,  120  men  assembled  at  the  court-house  and 
quietly  took  possession  ;  by  Tuesday  their  numbers  had  arisen  to  300  or 
more.  ]\linot  says,  "'This  party  was  well  officered  and  equipped,  and 
contained  the  most  respectable  characters  for  abilities  and  interest,  in  the 
county  of  Hampshire."  The  insurgents  also  gathered,  and  by  Tuesday 
morning  they  were  fully  equal  to  the  government  party  in  numbers,  but 
•greatly  inferior  in  ofticers  and  arms. 

At  this  time  the  man  whose  misfortune  as  well  as  fault  it  was  to  lend 
a  name  to  the  insurrection  tlrst  assumed  prominence  in  its  affairs.  Daniel 
Shays  was  born  in  Hopkinton  in  the  county  of  Middlesex  in  1747.  His 
parents  were  very  poor,  so  poor  as  to  have  depended  in  some  instances 
upon  their  neighbors  for  the  necessities  of  life.  Pie  had  but  little  educa- 
tion, going  to  work  at  an  early  age  for  a  farmer  in  Framingham.  He  after- 
wards lived  for  a  time  at  Great  Barrington,  removing  from  there  to  Pelham. 
At  the  age  of  28,  on  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  he 
•entered  the  service  of  his  country,  with  the  rank  of  ensign.  At  the  battle 
of  Bunker  Hill  he  served  in  the  regiment  of  Col.  Ruggles  Woodbridge  of 
South  Hadley,  within  the  intrenchments.  In  1776,  he  was  appointed  a 
lieutenant  in  Col.  Varnum's  regiment  and  was  detached  on  recruiting 
.service.  He  enlisted  a  company  of  men,  whose  engagement  to  serve  was 
based  on  the  condition  that  he  should  be  their  captain.  He  was  allowed 
the  pay  of  a  captain,  from  January,  1777,  but  a  commission  was  not  issued 
lo  him  until  1779.  He  did  gallant  service  at  the  storming  of  Stony  Point 
.and  in  the  compaign  that  resulted  in  the  surrender  of  Burgoyne.  He  was 
in  Col.  Putnam's  regiment  at  Newark,  N.  J.,  when  in  October,  17S0,  he 
was  discharged  from  service.  He  was  a  brave  man,  ambitious,  of  good 
-appearance  and  pleasing  address,  but  seemingly  utterly  devoid  of  principle. 
He  found  it  easy  to  enlist  men  for  carrying  out  his  projects  however  vision- 
ary, and  wns  thoroughly  unscrupulous  as  to  the  means  employed  in  attain- 
ing his  purposes.  Such  a  man  was  t*lie  natural  leader  of  the  discontented, 
rebellious  victims  of  a  state  of  public  and  private  affairs  for  which  they 
held  others  to  be  blamed.  Associated  witii  Shays  was  Luke  Day  of  Spring- 
field, who  had  been  connnissioned  as  captain  at  the  outbreak  of  the  Rev- 
olution and  had  served  In^norably  throughout  the  war.  He  wa.s  a  demagog 
-and  a  braggart,  a  fitting  associate  for  Shays.  Xeitiier  had  military  abilities 
-suitable  to  a  higl\  command. 


RIOTING  AT  SPRINGFIELD. 


The  insurgents  were  greatly  incensed  at  the  government  for  having' 
taken  possession  of  the  court-house  before  their  arrivaL  They  sent  a 
request  to  the  judges  that -none  who  had  engaged  in  the  recent  riots  should" 
be  indicted,  but  the  judges  replied  they  should  execute  the  laws  of  the 
country  agreeable  to  their  oaths.  Ikit  the  court  was  unable  to  transact 
business  ;  on  Wednesday  the  panel  of  jurors  not  being  tilled,  those  jury- 
men w^ho  appeared  were  dismissed.  On  Thursday  the  court  adjourned, 
after  resolving  that  it  was  not  expedient  to  proceed  to  the  county  of  ]]erk- 
shire.  Captain  Shays  who  commanded  the  insurgents  paraded  his  men 
through  the  streets  of  Springfield  and  sent  insolent  demands  to  the  court,, 
and  to  Col.  Burt,  who  commanded  the  government  forces  in  Gen.  Shepard's 
absence  ;  the  latter,  desirous  of  avoiding  bloodshed,  allow^ed  the  rioters  to 
parade,  and,  after  the  court's  adjournment,  when  the  government  troops 
marched  to  the  defence  of* the  arsenal,  the  rioters  were  allowed  to  occupy 
the  ground  on  which  the  troops  liad  been  stationed.  On  Friday  the  rioters 
disbanded,  satisfied  with  what  they  had  accomplished.  It  is  probable  that 
there  were  Amherst  men  under  the  command  of  Shays  at  Springfield,  but. 
there  are  no  records  in  existence  from  which  their  names  may  be  ascer- 
tained. Of  the  government  forces,  there  was  an  Amherst  company  com- 
manded by  Capt.  Moses  Cook,  which  "  served  in  Defence  of  Government 
at  Springfield  in  September,  17S6  the  following  were  members  of  this 
company:  Moses  Cook,  captain  ;  Elijah  Hastings,  Joseph  I'ettis,  Samuel 
Boltwood,  Silas  Billings,  Stoughton  Dickinson,  Eleazer  Boltwood,  Solomon 
Boltwood,  Levy  Cook,  David  Trowbridge,  Zechariah  Field,  Martin  Cook. 
They  served  seven  days  and  their  pay-roll  amounted  to  ^11,  15,  9. 
Ebenezer  Mattoon,  Jr.  also  served  with  the  government  forces  for  nineteen- 
days  and  received  ^9,  3,  4. 

September  27,"  the  Legislature  assembled,  and  Governor  Bowdoin  in 
an  address  from  the  chair  made  a  statement  regarding  the  disturbances 
that  had  taken  place  and  the  measures  he  had  taken  to  quell  them.  The 
address  was  referred  to  a  joint  committee,  which  submitted  a  report  express- 
ing abhorrence  of  the  proceedings  against  the  judicial  courts,  approving 
the  governor's  conduct  in  raising  the  militia  for  their  defence,  promising  to 
pay  those  who  Irad  been  or  should  be  called  into  service,  reconnnending  a 
revival  of  the  militia  law,  promising  an  examination  into  and  redress  of  all 
grievances,  and  pro\  iding  tiiat  the  privilege  of  the  writ  of  Jiabcas  corpus 
should  be  suspended  for  a  limited  time,  'l^iis  report  was  adopted  by  the 
Senate,  and  the  House  agreed  to  all  but  the  habeas  corpus  clause,  which 
was  recommitted.  A  riot  act  was  also  passed,  providing  that  all  olYenders 
wlu)  shnulfl  coiuinue  for  the  space  of  an  hour  tlieir  combinations,  after  the 
act  had  been  read  to  them,  should  have  tiieir  property  sul)ject  to  confisca- 
tion and  be  liable  to  a  penalty  of  tliirty-nine  stripes  and  imprisonment  for 
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not  more  than  one  year.  These  proceedings  served  to  alarm  and  anger 
Shays,  and  he  sent  a  copy  of  the  following  letter  to  the  selectmen  of  the 
towns  in  Hampshire  county: 

"Pelham,  Oct.  23,  1786. 
Gextij:mex  :— By  information  from  the  General  Court,  they  are  determined 
to  call  all  those  who  appeared  to  stop  the  Court,  to  condign  punishment.  There- 
fore, I  request  you  to  assemble  your  men  together,  to  see  that  they  are  well  armed 
.and  equipped,  with  sixty  rounds  each  man,  and  to  be  ready  to  turn  out  at  a  minutes 
warning;  likewise  to  be  properly  organized  with  officers. 

Daniel  Shays."' 

In  spite  of  the  action  by  governor  and  Legislature,  the  disturbances 
•continued  and  increased  in  violence.  Indammatory  appeals  to  the  people 
by  the  insurgents  were  published  in  the  press  of  Western  Massachusetts. 
The  court  of  general  sessions  at  Worcester  was  unable  to  transact  any 
business  in  November,  owing  to  the  interference  of  a  large  body  of  armed 
insurgents;  the  court  sessions  at  Springtield  in  December  had  to  be  given 
up  from  similar  cause.  The  rioters  having  met  with  the  most  pronounced 
success  in  the  western  counties,  determined  to  confine  their  operations  to 
.that  section.  A  committee  of  seventeen  was  appointed  to  raise  and 
organize  a  large  force  of  men  in  Hampshire  county  :  among  the  members 
of  this  committee  were  Capt.  Shays  of  Pelham  and  Capt.  killings  of 
Amherst.  The  form  of  enlistment  used  in  recruiting  these  forces  was  as 
follows  : 

We  do  Each  one  of  us  acknowledge  our  Selves  to  be  Inlisted  into  a  Company 

'Commanded  by  Capt.   &  Lieut  Bullard  &  in  Colo  Hazeltons  Regiment  of 

Regulators  in  Order  for  the  Suppressing  of  tyrannical  government  in  the 
Massachusetts  State,  And  we  do  Ingage  to  obey  Such  orders  as  we  Shal  Res^eve 
from  time  to — to  time  from  our  Superior  otncers.  and  to  faithfully  Serve  for  the 
term  of  three  months  from  the  l^ate  in  Witness  hereof  we  have  hereunto  Set  our 

names  the  Conditions  of  Will  He  for  a  Sarg'  Sixty  Shillings  P''  Month  Cop' 

Fifty  Shillings  a  Month  Privet  Forty  Shillings  a  Month  and  if  git  the  Day  their 
will  be  a  Consedrable  Bounty  Ither  Forty  or  Sixty  Pounds." 

There  is  no  record  to  show  how^  the  insurgents  expected  to  raise  the 
money  to  satisfy  these  "conditions  owing  to  circumstances  over  which 
they  had  no  control  the  bounty  was  never  paid.  The  insurgents  gathered 
at  Worcester  in  December,  where  the  courts  met  and  adjourned,  agreeably 
to  the  governor's  instructions,  until  jainiary  ;  thecourtsat  Springfield  were 
also  adjourned,  as  Shays  and  his  men  had  taken  possession  of  the  court- 
house, and  sjnt  a  petition,  equivalent  to  a  command,  that  they  should  not 
proceed  with  business.  News  of  these  proceedings  reached  the  governor, 
and,  the  General  Court  not  i^eing  in  session,  the  ('ouncil  advised  that 
4,400  men  should  be  raised  at  once  for  protecting  the  courts  and  punishing 
>violatiuns  of  the  law.    Of  this  number,  700  were  to  be  raised  in  Suffolk 
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county,  500  in  Essex,  800  in  Middlesex,  1200  in  Hampshire  and  1200  in 
Worcester.  These  troops  were  to  be  raised  for  30  days  and  the  command 
of  the  whole  was  given  to  Mjijor  General  Benjamin  Lincoln  ;  those  from 
Hampshire  county  were  ordered  to  assemble  at  Springfield  on  the  i8th  of 
January.  On  the  12th  of  January  the  governor  issued  an  address  to  the 
people  of  the  Commonwealth,  relating  the  circumstances  that  had  com- 
pelled the  calling  out  of  the  militia,  and  urging  all  good  citizens  to  cooperate 
with  the  government  in  restoring  peace  and  harmony  within  the  borders  of 
the  state.  Jan.  19,  a  warrant  was  issued  by  Governor  Bowdoin,  addressed 
to  the  sheriff  of  Hampshire  county,  for  the  apprehension  of  Capt.  As3. 
Fish  of  South  Brimfield,  Capt.  Alpheus  Colton  of  Longmeadow,  Luke 
Day  and  Elijah  Day  of  West  Springfield.  Capt.  Gad  Sacket  of  Westfield, 
Capt.  Aaron  Jewell  of  Chesterfield,  Capt.  John  Brown  of  Whately,  Samuel 
Moore  of  Worthington,  Daniel  Shays  of  Pelham,  Joseph  Hinds  of  Green- 
wich, Capt.  Joel  }]illings  of  Amherst,  Obed  Foot  of  Greenfield,  Capt. 
Abel  Dinsmore  of  Conway,  Capt.  Matthew  Clark  of  Coleraine,  Capt. 
Samuel  Hill  of  Charlemont,  Capt.  Thomas  Grover  of  Montague,  and  John 
Powers  of  Shutesbury.  This  warrant  was  not  returned  until  April  4,  when 
Sheriff  Eleazer  Porter  endorsed  it  to  the  effect  that  he  had  apprehended 
and  committed  to  jail  Colton,  Clark  and  Brown  ;  the  rest  he  had  not  been 
able  to  take  except  Joel  Billings,  "  but  he  being  under  the  sanction  of  a 
Flagg  was  released  by  order  of  Genl  Lincoln."  At  a  meeting  held  Jan. 
12,  Amherst  appointed  a  committee  to  draw-  up  a  petition  to  the  General 
Court,  stating  the  grievances  of  the  people  and  suggesting  measures  for 
their  alleviation.  The  petition  was  drawn  up  and  adopted  at  a  meeting 
held  a  week  later. 

The  proclamation  of  the  governor,  the  calling  out  of  the  militia,  and 
other  evidence  that  the  govermr.ent  which,  up  to  that  time,  had  partially 
tolerated  if  it  had  not  countenanced  the  insurrection,  was  about  to  call  in 
play  all  available  forces  for  its  suppression,  served  notice  upon  Shays  and 
his  followers  that  decisive  action  must  betaken  speedily  or  their  cause  was 
lost.  They  decided  to  attack  the  arsenal  at  Springfield  which,  if  captured, 
would  afford  them  abundant  supplies  of  arms  and  ammunition  for  carrying 
on  the  struggle  in  which  they  were  enlisted,  llie  troops  raised  in  the 
eastern  part  of  the  state  assembled  at  Roxbury,  Jan.  19,  and  marched  to 
Worcester,  reaching  there  the  2 2d.  The  courts  met  at  Worcester  the  fol- 
lowing day,  and  in  presence  of  the  troops  commanded  by  Cien.  Lincoln 
the  insurgents  considered  it  the  part  of  wisdom  not  to  interfere.  Previous 
to  the  marching  of  the  troops  from  Roxbury,  orders  had  been  given  to 
Cien.  Shej^ard  to  take  pc^sscssion  of  the  post  at  Springlield.  Here  he  col- 
lected about  900  men  being  afterwards  reinforced  with  200  men,  all  frrun 
the  militia  of  ihimpshire  county.    'J'his  army  was  furnished  with  held- 


128 


HISTORY  OF   THE   TOWN   OF  AMHERST,  MASS. 


pieces  from  the  arsenal.  If  the  insurgents  were  to  carry  the  post,  the 
attack  must  needs  be  made  before  the  arrival  of  Gen.  Lincoln  and  his 
Sirmy.  The  forces  of  the  insurgents  numbered  about  1900,  stationed  and 
commanded  as  follows  :  At  West  Springiield  were  400  men  under  command 
of  Capt.  Luke  Day,  at  Chicopee  400  from  Berkshire  county  led  by  Eli 
Parsons,  and  at  the  east  on  the  Boston  road  11 00  men  under  command  of 
Capt.  Shays.  Jan.  24,  Shays  sent  a  message  to  Day,  informing  him  that 
he  should  attack  the  post  the  following  day  and  should  count  on  his  assist- 
ance. Day  sent  a  message  in  reply  that  he  could  not  assist  on  the  day 
proposed  but  would  the  day  following.  The  message  of  Day  was  inter- 
cepted and  given  to  General  Shepard.  Jan  25,  Day  sent  an  insolent  mes- 
sage to  General  Sliepard,  demanding  that  the  troops  in  Springiield  should 
lay  down  their  arms,  that  their  arms  should  be^  deposited  in  the  public 
stores,  and  that  the  troops  should  return  to  their  homes  upon  parole.  The 
same  da}^  Shays,  who  was  at  W'ilbraham,  sent  a  message  to  General  Lin- 
coln, stating  that  he  was  unwilling  to  shed  blood,  and  proposing  that  all 
the  insurgents  should  be  indemnified  until  the  next. sitting  of  the  General 
Court  and  until  an  opportunity  could  be  had  for  hearing  their  complaints, 
that  the  persons  who  had  been  taken  by  the  government  should  be  released 
without  punishment,  that  these  conditions  should  be  made  sure  by  procla- 
mation of  the  governor,  on  which  the  insurgents  should  return  to  their 
homes  and  wait  for  constitutional  relief  from  the  insupportable  burdens 
under  which  they  labored. 

This  message  was  doubtless  a  blind,  intended  to  delay  Gen.  Lincoln 
in  his  march,  for  no  sooner  had  it  been  dispatched  than  Shays  started  with 
his  forces  for  Springfield.  About  4  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  tliey  were 
seen  approaching  the  arsenal  upon  the  Boston  road.  Gen.  Shepard, 
impressed  with  the- importance  of  the  occasion,  sent  repeated  messages  to 
Shays,  inquiring  what  were  his  intentions  and  warning  him  that  if  his  men 
approached  nearer  the  arsenal  they  would  be  fired  upon.  Shays  replied 
that  it  was  his  intention  to  gain  possession  of  the  arsenal  and  barracks. 
As  the  insurgents  continued  to  advance.  Gen.  Shepard  ordered  a  discharge 
of  cannon,  but  directed  that  the  first  two  volleys  should  be  fired  in  the  air  ; 
still  they  advanced,  and  when  within  fifty  rods  of  the  battery  the  guns  were 
trained  on  the  center  of  the  insurgents'  column  and  fired.  The  column 
was  thrown  into  dire  confusion  ;  a  cry  of  "  murder  "  arose,  and  as  the 
smoke  from  the  discharge  cleared  awav  the  insurgents  were  seen  in  full 
retreat,  the  efforts  of  Shays  to  rally  them  being  unavailing.  Three  of  the 
party  were  killed  by  the  cannon,  l'>.ekiel  Root  and  Ariel  Webster  of  Gill 
and  Jabez  Spicer  of  l>eyden,  and  one  was  mortally  wounded,  John  Hunter 
of  vShelburne. 
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The  retreat  continued  as  far  as  Ludlow,  where  Shays  and  his  men 
spent  the  night.  The  following  day  they  marched  to  Chicopee,  over  200 
men  deserting  along  the  route,  and  there  effected  a  junction  with  the 
Berkshire  men  under  Eli  Parsons.  Gen.  Lincoln  with  his  troops  arrived 
at  Springfield,  Jan.  27.  Although  late  in  the  day  it  was  determined  to  act 
at  once  and  prevent  all  possibility  of  a  union  between  the  forces  of  Day 
and  Shays.  Day  was  still  stationed  in  West  Springfield  and  had  placed 
guards  at  the  ferry-house  and  at  the  bridge  across  Agawnm  river.  Lender 
the  command  of  Gen.  Lincoln,  four  regiments  and  four  pieces  of  artillery 
crossed  the  river  on  the  ice,  while  the  FLampshire  troops,  under  command 
of  Gen.  Shepard,  marched  up  the  river  on  the  east  bank.  The  insurgents 
under  Day's  command  made  no  show  of  resistance,  but  retreated  precipi- 
tately through  Southampton  to  Northampton,  throwing  away  along  the 
route  their  muskets,  knapsacks  and  ammunition  ;  a  few  of  them  were 
captured  by  the  government  cavalry.  The  following  day,  Shays,  having 
learned  of  Day's  retreat,  started  with  his  forces  and  marched  through 
South  Hadley  to  Amherst  and  thence  to  Pelham.  During  this  retreat 
many  houses  were  plundered,  and  one  man  was  killed,  the  men  mistaking 
their  own  rear  guard  for  the  advance  of  Gen.  Lincoln's  army.  At  the 
house  of  iSLijor  Goodman  in  South  Hadley  the  insurgents  stole  two  barrels, 
of  rum,  his  account-books  and  many  articles  of  household  furniture. 
They  also  broke  open  the  house  of  Col  Woodbridge  and  took  such  articles, 
as  they  desired.  Shays  endeavored  in  vain  to  prevent  these  outrages. 
From  Northampton,  the  party  under  Day  had  continued  its  retreat  through 
Amherst  to  Pelham,  arriving  there  in  advance  of  Shays. 


CHAPTER  XIX. 


Pursuit  of  the   Insurgents. — Corresrondence  Between  Lincoln 
AND  Shays. — The  March  to  Petersham. — Terms  of  Amnesty. 
— Amherst  Men  who  Took  the  Oath  of  Allegiance. — The. 
CoNKEY  Tavern. — 'I'he  Ci*.Arp  TaveRxN. 
Immediately  on  learning  of   Shays'  retreat.  Gen.  Lincoln  and  his 
army  started  out  at  2  o'clock  in  the  morning  in  pursuit.    Shays  had  scx  eral 
hours  the  start  of  his  pursuers,  and  when  the  latter  arrived  in  Amherst 
Shays  and  his  men  were  already  on  their  way  to  Pelham,  wiutlier  Gen. 
Lincoln  tiiought  it  inadvisable  to  follow  them  at  the  time  ;  he  tlierefore 
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marched  his  troops  to  Hadley,  to  secure  the  rest  of  which  they  were  sorely 
in  need.  Alinot  says:  ''Upon  an  examination  of  the  houses  at  Amherst, 
it  was  discovered,  that  most  of.  the  male  inhabitants  had  quitted  them  to 
follow  the  insurgents  ;  and  that  ten  sleigh  loads  of  provisions  had  gone 
forward  from  the  county  of  Berkshire,  for  their  use.  Under  such  appear- 
ances, a  strict  prohibition  was  laid  upon  the  remaining  inhabitants,  against 
affording  any  supplies  to  their  deluded  neighbors." 

The  forces  of  the  insurgents  were  posted  on  the  east  and  west  hills  in 
Pelham,  bleak  and  forbidding  in  the  winter-time  and  difficult  of  access 
from  the  deep  snow  surrounding  them.  A  more  inhospitable  place  to 
maintain  an  army  for  any  length  of  time  it  would  be  difficult  to  select. 
Jan.  30,  Gen.  Lincoln  sent  a  letter  directed  to  Capt.  Shays,  and  the  officers 
commanding  the  men  in  arms  against  the  government  of  the  Common- 
wealth. In  it  he  expressed  the  conviction  that  the  insurgents  must  realize 
that  they  were  unable  to  execute  their  original  purposes.  He  warned  them 
that  if  they  did  not  disband  he  should  approach  and  apprehend  the  most 
influential  characters  among  them.  They  were  instructed  to  tell  their 
privates  that  if  the  latter  would  'instantly  lay  down  their  arms,  surrender 
themselves  to  government,  and  take  and  subscribe  the  oath  of  allegiance 
to  this  Commonwealth,"  they  would  be  recommended  for  mercy  to  the 
General  Court.  To  this  letter  Shays  returned  a  counter  proposition,  to  the 
elTect  that  he  and  his  men  would  lay  down  their  arms  on  condition  of  a 
general  pardon  ;  he  also  requested  that  hostilities  should  cease  until  an 
answer  should  be  received  to  a  petition  that  had  been  sent  by  the  insurgents 
to  the  General  Court.  The  following  day  three  of  the  insurgent  leaders 
came  to  Gen.  Lincoln's  quarters  at  Hadley,  bringing  a  letter  signed  by  Fran- 
cis Stone,  Daniel  Shays  and  Adam  U'heeler,  v^  hich  read  as  follows  : 

"  As  the  officers  of  the  people,  now  convened  in  defence  of  tlieir  rights  and 
privileges,  have  sent  a  petition  to  the  General  Court,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  accom- 
modating our  present  unhappy  affairs,  we  justly  expect  that  hostilities  may  cease 
on  both  sides,  until  wc  have  a  return  from  our  legislature." 

To  this  Gen.  Lincoln  sent  the  following  reply: 

Hadley,  January  31",  17S7. 
Genti.emex.  ^'oiir  request  is  totally  inadinissil;le.  as  no  powers  are  deley,ated 
to  me  which  would  justify  a  delay  of  my  operations.  liostililies  I  have  not  com- 
menced. I  have  again  to  warn  the  people  invirms  against  government,  immediately 
to  disband,  as  they  would  avoid  the  ill  consequences  which  may  ensue,  should  they 
be  inattentive  to  this  caution. 

I).  Lexcoln." 

The  General  Court  convened  I'eb.  3,  17S7.  The  governor  in  his 
address  gave  a  review  of  events  connected  with  the  insurrection  and  the 
measures  he  had  taken  for  its  su{)])ression.    The  next  day  a  declaration  of 
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rebellion  was  adopted  by  both  houses,  as  well  as  an  approval  of  Gen, 
Lincoln's  offer  of  clemency  to  privates  and  non-commissioned  officers 
among  the  insurgents, -on  condition  of  their  surrendering  their  arms  and 
subscribing  to  the  oath  of  allegiance.  They  approved  the  measures  the 
governor  had  taken,  desired  him  to  continue  them  persistently  and  vigor- 
ously, and  promised  him  such  support  as  was  in  their  province  to  render. 
The  petition  of  the  insurgents  was  presented,  but  it  was  voted  "  that  the 
said  paper  cannot  be  sustained.''  It  was  plain  that  the  insurgents  had 
little  hope  of  favorable  action  on  their  petition,  for  Feb.  3,  the  same  day 
that  the  General  Court  convened,  they  withdrew  from  Pelham  and  marched 
to  Petersham.  Information  of  this  movement  was  brought  to  Gen.  Lincoln 
at  Hadley  the  same  day  at  noon,  but  it  was  at  first  supposed  to  be  only  a 
removal  from  the  west  to  the  east  hill  in  Pelham.  When,  about  6  i'.  m., 
intelligence  was  received  that  the  insurgents  had  left  their  post  and  gone 
eastward,  Gen.  Lincoln  at  once  ordered  his  troops  in  pursuit;  at  8  o'clock 
the  army  was  in  motion  and  then  ensued  one  of  the  hardest  and  most 
fatiguing  marches  on  record.    Minot  describes  it  as  follows  : 

"  Nothing  more  than  the  usual  inclemency  of  the  season  opposed  their  march 
until  two  o'clock  in  the  morning,  by  which  time  they  had  advanced  as  far  as  New 
Salem.  Here  a  violcn^t  north  wind  arose,  and  sharpened  the  cold  to  an  extreme 
degree;  a  snow  storm  accompanied,  which  filled  the  paths:  the  route  of  the  army 
lying  over  high  land,  exposed  the  soldiers  to  the  full  effects  of  these  circumstances, 
while  on  their  way;  and  the  county  being  thinly  settled,  did  not  aiiord  a  covering 
for  them  within  the  distance  of  eight  miles.  Being  thus  deprived  of  shelter  by  the 
want  of  buildings,  and  of  refreshment — by  the  intenseness  of  the  cold,  which  pre- 
vented their  taking  any  in  tlie  road,  their  only  safety  lay  in  closely  pursuing  a  march, 
which  was  to  terminate  at  the  c[uitrters  of  the  enemy.  They  therefore  advanced 
the  whole  distance  of  thirty  miles,  subject  to  all  these  inclemencies,  without  halting 
for  any  length  of  time.  Their  front  reached  Petersham  by  nine  o'clock  in  the 
morning-,  their  rear  being  five  miles  distant." 

Anyone  who  has  tramped  over  Hampshire  and  Franklin  hills  at  night 
in  the  dead  of  winter,  with  a  howling  north  wind  blowing  and  piling  the 
snow  as  it  descends  into  drifts  all  but  impassable,  can  appreciate  something 
of  the  dangers  and  fatigue  that  were  undergone  by  Gen.  Lincoln's  troops 
on  that  forced  march  from  Hadley  to  Petersham.  'Fhe  advance  guard 
entered  the  town  in  command  of  Gol.  Haskel  ;  a  company  of  artillerv  with 
two  pieces  of  cannon  innnediately  followed  and  the  wliole  body  of  the 
army  was  brought  up  as  early  as  possible.  The  insurgents  were  taken 
completely  by  surprise  ;  they  instatitly  evacuated  the  houses  in  which  thev 
were  c^uartered  and  thronged  into  a  back  road  leading  toward  Athul, 
scarcely  tiring  a  gun.  Gen.  Lincoln's  troops  pursued  tiiem  about  two 
miles,  capturing  a})Out  150;  of  the  remainder  many  returned  to  their 
homes  and  others  fled  into  the  states  of  Vermont,  New  Hampshire  and 
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New  York.  This  was  the  last  attempt  made  by  any  large  body  of  men  to 
oppose  the  government  forces  in  Massachusetts,  although  for  several  weeks 
succeeding  .a  kind  of  guerilla  warfare  was  carried  on  by  the  insurgents  of 
Berkshire  county,  with  damage  to  property  and  outrageous  assaults  on 
individuals.  Feb.  7,  Gen.  Lincoln  received  a  message  from  Gen.  Patterson, 
requesting  him  to  hasten  to  Pittsfield  with  his  troops.  They  marched  the 
same  day  to  Amherst,  a  distance  of  25  miles,  and  thence  through  Hadley, 
Northampton,  Chesterfield,  W'orthington,  Peru,  Hinsdale  and  Dalton,  to 
Pittsfield. 

Feb.  9,  Gov.  Bowdoin  issued  a  proclamation  for  the  apprehension  of 
Daniel  Shays,  Luke  Day,  Adam  \\  heeler  and  Fli  Parsons  ;  a  reward  of 
;!^i5o  was  offered  for  the  capture  of  Shays  and  ^100  for  each  of  the 
others.  The  General  Court  having  learned  of  the  defeat  of  Shays  and 
the  ending  of  organized  rebellion,  gave  serious  attention  to  the  conditions 
of  indemnity  that  should  be  offered  the  insurgents.  I'he  following  were 
decided  upon  : 

'"That  the  offenders,  having  laid  down  their  arms  and  taken  the  oath  of 
allegiance  to  the  Commonwealth,  should  keep  the  peace  for  three  years,  and.  during 
that  term,  should  not  serve  as  jurors,  be  eligible  to  any  town  office,  or  any  other 
office  under  the  government,  should  not  hold  or  exercise  the  employment  of  school- 
masters, innkeepers,  or  retailers  of  spirituous  liquors,  or  give  their  votes  for  the 
same  term  of  time  for  any  office,  civil  or  military,  within  the  Commonwealth, 
unless  they  should,  after  the  ist  day  of  May.  17SS,  exhibit  plenary  evidence  of 
their  having  returned  to  their  allegiance  and  kept  the  peace,  and  of  their  possessing 
such  an  unequivocal  attachment  to  the  Government,  as  should  appear  to  the  General 
Court  a  sufficient  ground  to  discharge  them  from  all  or  any  of  these  disqualifications.'' 

The  governor  was  empowered  to  extend  the  release  of  these  conditions 
to  such  of  the  privates  among  the  insurgents  as  had  taken  up  arms  for 
the  government  before  Feb.  ist.  The  persons  absolutely  excepted  from 
the  indemnity  were  : 

"Such  as  were  not  citizens  of  the  state,  sucli  as  had  been  members  of  any 
General  Court  in  the  state,  or  of  any  state  or  county  convention,  or  liad  been 
employed  in  any  commissioned  office,  civil  or  military;  such  as,  after  delivering  up 
their  arms,  and  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  during  the  rebellion,  had  again  taken 
and  borne  arms  against  tlie  government:  such  as  had  fired  upon,  or  wounded  any 
of  the  loyal  subjects  of  the  Commonwealth  ;  such  as  had  acted  as  conunittees, 
counsellors,  or  advisers  to  the  rebels;  and  such  as,  in  former  years,  had  been  in 
arms  against  the  government,  in  the  capacity  of  conunissioned  officers,  and  were 
afterwards  pardoned,  and  had  been  concerned  in  the  rebellion." 

All  insurgents  were  required  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  ;  the  form 
of  this  oath  may  be  found  on  page  138  of  the  town-meeting  records  in  this 
volume.  It  is  only  by  constilting  the  lists  of  those  who  subscril.ed  to  this 
oath  that  a  correct  estimate  may  be  obtained  of  the  large  peicentage  of 
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Amherst  residents  who  were  engaged  more  or  less  actively  in  this  rebellion. 
These  lists  are  preserved  in  the  manuscript  archives  at  the  state-house  in 
Boston,  from  which  the  following  Amherst  names  are  transcribed.  These 
persons  appeared  before  Eleazer  Porter,  Ebenezer  Mattoon,  Jr.  or  Nathaniel 
Dickinson,  each  of  whom  was  a  justice  of  the  peace,  during  the  months 
of  February  and  March,  17S7,  and  subscribed  to  the  oath  : 


Moses  Dickinson. 

Nathaniel  Dickinson,  2d, 

Waitstill  Dickinson, 

Martin  Kellogg, 

Silas  Moody. 

^'Elisha  Moody, 

-  Joel  Moody, 

-Nathaniel  Moody, 

Timothy  Smith, 

Seth  Wood, 

Samuel  Nash, 

David  Billings, 

Giles  Church, 

John  Fox, 

John  Lee, 

Thomas  Goodale, 

William  Clapp, 

Ebenezer  Cooley, 

David  Goodale, 

Isaac  Robins. 

Ephraim  Kellogg,  Jr., 

Ezekiel  Ingram, 

Aaron  IMerrick, 

Timothy  Green,  Jr., 

-Israel  Dickinson, 

Timothy  Green, 

Reuben  Nash, 

Henry  Franklin, 

Alexander  Smith, 

James  .Merrick, 

.  Eleazer  Smith, 

Moses  B.  Mings, 

Simeon  Clark, 

-  Moses  Cook, 

Medad  Dickinson, 

Ephraim  Kellogg, 

Isaac  Goodale, 

Samuel  Ingram, 

'-Jonathan  Moody, 

Jonathan  Warner, 

-AVilliam  Moody, 

Lemuel  Moody, 

Josiah  Smith. 

Oliver  Cowls, 

David  Blodgett, 

Gershom  Ingram, 

Jonathan  Field, 

Ebenezer  Dickinson, 

Asahel  Clark, 

Joseph  Dickinson, 

David  Smitli, 

Eleazer  Dana, 

Clark  Lawton, 

Noah  Smith, 

Elisha  Dickinson, 

Robert  Ingram, 

Gideon  Ingram, 

Gideon  Dickinson,  Jr., 

Thomas  Samuel, 

John  Field, 

Oliver  Clapp, 

Reuben  Ingram, 

Thomas  Adams, 

Zechariah  Hawley, 

Jonathan  Maynard, 

Ezekiel  Dickinson, 

Joel  Billings,  Jr., 

Sanuiel  Tliompson. 

Nathan  Dickinson.  Jr 

Samuel  Prince, 

David  Pomeroy, 

Ebenezer  Ingram, 

Azariah  Dickinson, 

Asa  Dickinson, 

Jacob  Warner,  Jr., 

Amasa  Allen. 

Titus  Matthews, 

Andrew  Kimball,  Jr., 

Stephen  Cole. 

Simeon  Cowls, 

Leonard  Roth, 

Edward  Roth, 

Elijah  Smith, 

Daniel  Kellogg.  Jr., 

Levi  Dickinson, 

John  Ingram,  2d, 

Amariah  Dana. 

Ephraim  Robbin, 

Isaac  Hubbard, 

Noadiah  Smith, 

John  Kellogg, 

Enos  Dickinson, 

Ethan  Smith, 

Noadiah  Lewis, 

James  Hendrick, 

Samuel  Hastings, 

Reuben  Cowls, 

Reuben  Warner, 

Alexander  Guill, 

Simeon  Pomeroy, 

Moses  Hastings, 

Perez  Dickinson, 

Eli  Parker,  Jr., 

Elias  Sniitb, 

Samuel  Smith, 

Henry  Lee, 

Simeon  .Smith, 

-  Medad  Moody. 

Reuben  Dickinson  and  John  Nash  did  not  take  the  oath  until  July, 
and  it  was  not  until  Septcnd)cr  that  J()cl  Billing,  Aaron  Billing  and  Calvin 
Rich  placed  their  names  iij^on  the  list.  The  offence  of  Medad  Moody 
was  in  lending  his  gun  to  a  rioter,  unwillingly.  l-'roni  the  foregoing  list  it 
will  be  seen  tl)at  a  large  majority  of  the  men  in  Amherst  favored  the 
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rebellion  ;  how  many  of  them  bore  arms  under  Shays  cannot  be  stated 
with  accuracy,  but  when  Gen.  Lincoln  passed  through  the  town  in  pursuit 
of 'the  insurgents  he  found  but  few  men  at  home. 

The  government  next  turned  its  attention  to  the  trial  of  the  more 
notorious  of  the  insurgents.  At  a  special  session  of  the  supreme  judicial 
court  for  the  county  of  Hampshire,  held  at  Northampton  April  9,  Jason  V 
Parmenter  of  Eernardston,  Daniel  Luddington  of  Southampton,  James 
White  of  Coleraine,  Alpheus  Colton  of  Longmeadow,  Moses  Dickinson, 
Jr.  of  Northheld  and  Henry  AlcCulloch  of  Pelham  were  tried  for  high 
treason,  and  all  but  Dickinson  were  convicted  and  sentenced  to  death. 
The  court  assigned  as  counsel  for  tht;ir  defence  Simeon  and  Caleb  Strong. 
Shortly  after  sentence  was  pronounced  the  governor  was  overwhelmed  with 
petitions  for  a  pardon  for  the  convicts.  One  of  these,  in  favor  of  Henry 
McCulloch,  was  dated  at  Pelham,  but  contained  many  Amherst  signatures, 
among  others  those  of  Ebenezer  Poltwood,  Ebenezer  Mattoon,  Jr.,  Zebina 
Montague  and  Noadiah  Leonard.  Gen.  ]\Iatto-on  also  wrote  two  letters  in 
McCulloch's  favor,  one  addressed  to  Dr.  Robert  Cutler  and  one  to  Major 
Thomas  Gushing.  After  several  postponements  of  the  time  for  the  execution 
of  his  sentence,  McCulloch  was  linally  pardoned.  Shays  after  his  retreat  from 
Petersham  lied  to  Winchester,  New  Hampshire,  from  whence  he  made  his 
way  into  New  York  state.  He  was  subsequently  pardoned  by  the  governor 
and  returned  to  his  home  in  Pelham.  but  afterwards  removed  to  Sparta,  N. 
Y.,  where  he  died  in  poverty  in  September,  1825,  aged  78  years. 

The  Shays  rebellion  brought  into  prominence  two  taverns,  one  located 
in  Pelham,  the  other  in  Amherst.  The  old  Conkey  tavern,"  situated  in 
the  east  part  of  Pelham  which  in  1822  was  set  off  as  a  part  of  the  town  of 
Prescott,  was  only  a  half  mile  from  the  residence  of  Daniel  Shays.  It  was 
built  in  17 58,  liftcen  years  after  the  town  was  incorporated.  In'  William 
Conkey.  It  was  two  stories  in  height  and  fronted  toward  the  south.  There 
were  two  rooms  on  the  ground  tloor  with  a  huge  chimney  between,  a  small  hall 
and  a  stairway  in  front  of  the  chimney  leading  to  the  second  story,  which 
also  contained  two  rooms.  A  'Tean-to  "  extended  across  the  rear  of  the 
main  part,  in  which  was  the  long  low  kitchen  and  the  pantry  on  each  end, 
with  doors  on  either  side  of  the  great  stone  fire-place  opening  into  the 
dining-room  at  the  east  end  of  the  nrain  building  and  the  bar-room  at  the 
west  end.  'J'he  apartment  over  the  dining-room  was  used  at  times  as  a 
dancing-hall  and  had  a  huge  fue-jjlace  to  warm  it.  Xo  lath  or  j)la.ster  was 
in  the  tavern,  the  rooms  being  sheathed  on  the  sides  and  overheatl.  In 
^776,  the  hou^e  was  repaired  and  the  stone  cliinnicy  taken  down  to  the 
tops  of  the  fire-places  and  rebuilt  of  bricks.  There  was  an  amj^le  cellar 
and  an  attic.  ()n  the  C(;rner  of  tlie  tavern  outside  hung  tlie  sign,  a  pine 
board  about  two  feet  scjuare,  on  one  side  of  which  was  painted  a  horse  and 
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rider,  on  the  other  a  horse  with 
a  groom  holding  it  by  the  bridle. 
The  bar-room  was,  as  doubtless 
it  was  intended  to  be,  the  most 
comfortable  and  home-like  place 
in  the  building.  It  contained  a 
great  open  fire-place,  in  which  in 
w'inter-time  the  blazing  logs  were 
piled  high  and  the  crackling 
flames  bade  defiance  to  the  winds 
that  came  howling  down  from  the 
bleak  hills  of  Shutesbury  and 
Prescott.  In  the  southwest  cor- 
ner was  the  bar,  which  Landlord 
Conkey  kept  well  supplied  with 
the  favorite  drinks  of  the  time, 
includiB:-^  New  Enc^land  and  West 
India  rum,  brandy,  wine  and  cor- 
dials. A  receipted  bill  to  Conkey 
fron)  a  I'oston  liquor  firm,  dated 
in  1772,  shows  the  purchase  of 
liquors  amounting  to  over  £100. 

A  better  place  in  which  to 
plan  a  rebellion  against  govern- 
ment could  hardly  have  been 
found.  Remote  from  the  main 
travel-ways,  with  no  other  habi- 
tation in  sight,  it  afforded  a  safe 
retreat  for  tlie  discontented  and 
debt-burdened  yeomanry  of  Pel- 
ham  and  surrounding  towns, 
where  they  could  meet  on  winter 
evenings  and.  their  courage  rein- 
forced by  the  contents  of  demi- 
johns and  kegs,  prepare  for  a 
conflict  which  they  luul  come  to 
look  upon  as  ine\-itable.  The 
leading  spirit  at  these  gatherings 
was  Captain  Siiays  ;  he  encour- 
aged the  talk  of  rebellion  and 
used  tlie  open    sjxice    in  front 
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of  the  tavern  as  a  training-field  to  perfect  his  men  in  the  manual  of 
arms.  A  natural  if  not  a  necessary  feature  of  this  training  consisted  of 
frequent  visits  to  the  bar-room,  and  it  is  recorded  that  the  casing  of  the 
huge  beam  that  ran  through  the  center  of  the  apartment,  on  which  rested 
the  joists  that  supported  the  second  floor,  bore  for  many  years  the  imprints 
of  the  muzzles  of  the  muskets  made  by  the  excited  rebels  in  the  intervals 
between  the  drills.  It  is  supposed  that  Shays  made  this  tavern  his  head- 
quarters on  his  retreat  from  Springfield,  and  that  the  letters  addressed  by 
him  to  Gen.  Lincoln  were  written  there.  The  tavern  remained  standing 
until  18S3  when  it  was  burned  down.  The  pen  drawing  on  the  preceding 
page  was  made  from  an  autograph  manuscript  of  Daniel  Shays,  petitioning 
for  attending  the  convention  at  Hatfield. 

The  "  Clapp  tavern,"  located  at  East  Amherst,  was  one  of  the  best- 
known  hostelries  in  the  early  history  of  the  town.  jNIany  facts  of  interest 
concerning  it  were  furnished  for  this  history,  by  Charles  Clapp.  a  direct 
descendant  of  the  original  owner.  From  a  letter  written  by  him  the  follow- 
ing is  quoted  : 

"  Preserved  Clapp  on  first  coming-  to  Amherst  built  a  house  on  what  is  now  the 
Sanford  Boice  place,  a  portion  of  which  yet  remains  in  the  old  house  on  the  hill 
back  of  Mr.  Boice's  present  residence.  That  place  he  sold  or  exchanged  for  the 
farm  adjoining,  that  at  present  occupied  by  Olney  Gaylord,  extending  north  from 
that  to  the  road  leading  to  Pelham,  and  east  as  far  as  Pelham  line.  The  site  of 
the  house  was  very  nearly  that  now  occupied  by  the  barn  of  the  late  Xoah  Dick- 
inson, and  it  was  erected,  as  nearly  as  we  can  ascertain,  about  the  year  1737.  On 
the  day  in  which  the  family  first  occupied  it  three  bears  were  brought  in  and  skinned 
on  the  kitchen  floor,  so  plentiful  were  they  then  in  that  vicinity.  Little  need  of  a 
tavern  in  Amherst  in  those  days,  it  would  seem.  I  do  not  know  when  it  was  first 
used  as  a  public  house,  but  am  under  the  impression  that  it  gradually  assumed  that 
character.  Oliver,  the  younger  son  of  Preserved  Clapp,  was  only  fourteen  years 
of  age  ^^hen  his  father  died;  he  was  the  one  familiarly  known  as Landlord 
Clapp,"  He  married  Gen.  Ebene/er  ALattoon's  sister  Elizabeth,  and  for  many 
years  kept  the  tavern.  He  was  quite  lamed  for  the  excellence  of  the  flip  he  served, 
his  good  wife  brewing  the  beer  therefor.  During  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  a 
detachment  of  Burgoyne's  army  officers,  who  had  gone  out  to  attend  a  dance  near 
Saratoga,  were  captured  and  brought  under  a  guard  to  tlie  Clapp  tavern,  on  their 
way  to  Boston.  They  remained  one  niglit  for  rest,  the  floor  being  covered  with 
straw  to  provide  them  a  bed.  causing  Landlord  Clai)p  no  little  anxiety  lest  the 
straw  should  be  set  on  fire  anrl  Llie  house  l)urned. 

The  old  tavern  was  the  scene  of  nuicli  plottihg  during  Slia}  s  rebellion  :  indeed 
I  think  the  first  plans  tor  it  were  made  there.  Landlord  Clapp  was  a  great  though 
secret  friend  of  Shays,  and  when  he  was  stationed  in  I*elliam.  every  nigiit  at  12 
o'clock,  a  messenger  was  sent  by  him  to  grandfather's  window.  Tor  tiie  news  of  the 
day.'  At  one  time,  (Jan.  2S,  i7S7j  a  number  of  ^ded-loads  of  provisions  which  had 
been  sent  for  Shays'  army  with  a  small  escort,  stopped  at  the  tavern  for  entertain- 
ment for  tiiemselves  and  teams  ;  to  their  great  astonishment  they  luet  with  a  stern 
refusal,  as  tiiey  had  been  directed  to  stop  there  lor  refreshments.    At  the  lirst 
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opportunity  the  commander  of  the  party  was  taken  one  side  and  told  to  start  for 
Pelham  as  quickly  as  possible,  as  government  troops  were  near  at  hand  and  in  hot 
pursuit.  They  lost  no  time  in  following  directions.  At  the  same  time  another 
friend  of  Shays  (Capt.  Billings)' mounted  a  horse  and  rode  up  the  hill  to  the  West 
street  to  reconnoitre.  Dashing  nearly  up  to  the  troops,  he  suddenly  wheeled  his 
steed,  and,  waving  his  hat  and  shouting  '  Come  on,  boys,'  dashed  away  at  a  furious 
rate,  the  soldiers  spurring  their  horses  to  their  utmost  speed  and  following  him 
down  the  hill,' past  the  tavern  and  on  towards  Pelliam  in  a  mad  race.  In  the 
meantime  the  teamsters  had  reached  Thornton  hill,  from  which  they  caught  sight 
of  the  coming  soldiers.  The  commander  of  the  'supply  train'  drew  his  teams  up 
across  the  road  resolved  to  do  his  best  to  protect  his  cliarge.  The  steepness  of  the 
hill  proved  of  great  advantage,  as  he  w^as  enabled  so  to  dispose  of  his  men  that 
bayonet  showed  above  bayonet,  with  apparently  a  formidable  barricade  in  front. 
At  the  same  time  a  number  of  men  appeared  on  the  Valley  road;  as  the  troops 
drew  near  they  caught  sight  of  the  formidable  array  in  front  and  the  men  on  the 
Valley  road;  they  were  sure  they  were  being  drawn  into  an  ambuscade.  Wheeling 
their  horses  they  rode  back  at  a  madder  pace  even  than  before.  Stopping  for  rest 
at  the  Clapp  tavern,  thev  reported  that  they  had  been  led  "into  the  verv  jaws  of 
Jiell.'"  '  ^  . 
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Statistics  in  1777,  1779,  and  1781. — Counterfeiting. — Industrial 
Movements. —  ■Merchants  and  Traders. — Amherst  in  1800. 
— War  of  18 12. 

In  1777,  a  list  of  male  inhabitants  of  Amherst  over  16  years  of  age, 
gave  the  number  of  \vhites  as  238  ;  of  blacks,  two.  From  a  valuation  list 
of  the  town  made  in  1779,  the  following  statistics  are  taken  :  Polls,  248  ; 
houses  and  barns,  25G,  valued  at  ^37  each;  mowing  and  tillage,  1266 
acres;  pasture  land,  311  acres:  woodland,  3693  acres;  3  mills  ;  money  at 
interest  and  on  hand,  ^582  ;  debts  due  not  on  interest,  £ci^  ;  goods,  wares 
and  merchandise,  £480  ;  horses,  113  ;  oxen,  101  ;  cows,  1S4;  steers,  303  ; 
sheep,  951  ;  swine,  206.  Two  years  .later,  in  1781,  the  figures  recorded 
were  as  follows:  Polls,  251  ;  houses,  134;  barns,  106;  stores,  etc.,  3  ; 
distill  houses,  mills,  etc.,  6  ;  acres  of  English  mowing,  310:  acres  of 
tillage  land,  J271  :  acres  of  fresh  meadow,  1117  ;  acres  of  pasting ng,  64 1  ; 
acres  of  woodland  and  land  unimproxed,  8716  ;  barrels  of  "cyder,"  636; 
money  on  interest  and  on  hand,  £221  ;  goods,  wares  and  mdse.,  ^90; 
liorses,  167  ;  oxen,  261  ;  cows,  413  ;  sheep  and  goats,  949  ;  swine,  160. 
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Coaches,  chaises,  etc.,  were  owned  to  the  value  of  £^'].  There  were  four 
owners  of  gold,  coined  and  uncoined,  and  252  owners  of  silver.  Statistics 
taken  in  17S4  record  the  following:  Polls,  ratable,  251  ;  non-ratable  polls, 
26;  dwelling-houses,  136;  shops,  6;  tan-houses,  3;  pot  and  pearl  ash 
works,  I  ;  barns,ii2  ;  grist,  saw  and  other  mills,  4  ;  other  buildings,  15  ; 
acres  of  tillage,  1104;  acres  of  English  mow^ing,  446.]  ;  acres  of  fresh 
meadow,  850.V;  acres  of  pasture,  478  ;  acres  of  woodland,  3 1 44  ;  acres  of 
other  land,  unimproved,  5062  ;  barrels  of  "cyder,"  862  ;  amount  of  stock 
in  trade,  £iG2  ;  horses  and  colts,  231  ;  oxen,  214  ;  neat  cattle,  397  ;  cows, 
385;  sheep  and  goats,  594;  swine,  298;  debts  due,  ^^740  ;  money  on 
hand,  £2^0  ;  total  valuation,  ^'1950,  19,  6.  Inhere  were440wners  of  silver 
plate. 

While  the  early  inhabitants  of  Western  Massachusetts  were,  in  the 
main,  orderly  and  law-abiding,  the  vicious  and  criminal  element  was  not 
lacking.  The  courts  in  olden  times  had  to  deal  with  all  manner  of  olfences 
.against  person  and  property.  The  scarcity  of  -money  was  a  great  tempta- 
tion to  counterfeiters,  who  were  willing  to  brave  the  severe  penalties 
attached  to  the  crime  in  the  hope  of  acquiring  great  wealth  with  little 
effort.  In  1770,  one  Thomas  Walton  was  accused  of  counterfeiting,  was 
tried  before  the  court  in  Springfield  and  convicted.  Nathan  Dickinson  of 
Amherst,  ^vho  entered  the  complaint  against  Walton,  thereupon  petitioned 
for  the  reward  offered  by  the  commonwealth  for  the  conviction  of  such 
offenders,  his  petition  reading  as  follows  : 

To  the  Hon'''-'  Thomas  Hutchinson  Esq  Lt  Gov.  &  Commander  in  chief  over 
his  Majesty's  Province  of  Massachusetts  Bay  in  New  England  and  the  Hon'''*-'  his 
Majesty's  Council  at  Cambridge  March  20"' 1770.  Humbly  shews  Nathan  Dick- 
inson of  Amherst  in  the  County  of  Hampshire  that  on  the  23"^  Day  of  March  last 
Past  he  made  Information  to  Josiah  Chauncy  &  Simeon  Strong  Esq.  two  of  his 
Majesty's  Justices  of  the  Peace  for  the  County  of  Hampshire  against  one  Thomas 
W^alton.  charginsj.-  the  said  Thomas  with  the  offence  of  fori^ing  and  counterfeiting 
certain  Pieces  of  J*ewter  other  Base  Metals  with  tlie  Resemblance  of  Spanish 
Mille''  Dollars  the  Current  Coin  of  this  Province,  by  means  whereof  the  said 
Thomas  was  Recognized  h\  said  Justices  to  appear  before  his  Majesty's  Superior 
Court  of  Judicature  court  of  Assize  and  General  Goal  Delivery  then  next  to  be 
holden  at  Sprinfrtield  within  &  for  the  County  of  Hampshire  on  the  fourth  Tuesday 
of  September  then  next  at  whicli  term  the  said  Thomas  in  Consequence  of  the 
said  Information  was  at  the  Same  Term  of  Said  Court  Convicted  of  the  same 
.  Offence,  as  by  the  Record  of  the  Conviction  ill  the  same  Court  ai^pears  your 
Petitioner  therefore  humbly  prays  that  the  Treasurer  of  the  Province  be  impowered 
and  ordered  to  pay  your  I'etitioner  out  of  the  Province  Treasury  the  Reward  and 
Premium  of  £21  according;  to  the  Laws  ot  this  Province  in  Such  cases  Provided 
and  as  in  Duty  Bound  Shall  pray. 

Nathan  Dickinson." 
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Eleven  years  later,  in  17S1,  Ebenezer  Mattoon  petitioned  the  General 
Court  to  reimburse  him  for  the  money  he  had  paid  out  in  journeying  "-from 
Amherst  to  Providence,  R.  I.  to  prevent  the  liberating  of  one  Firmine 
Woods  of  s'd  Amherst,  then  confined  in  Providence  Goal  for  uttering  & 
passing  counterfeit  Eight  Dollar  Pills  of  the  New  Emission,  which  was 
contemplated  by  a  number  of  persons  of  suspected  character  of  said  Town, 
one  being  actually  sent  for  that  purpose."  The  General  Court  allowed 
him  £'] ,  I  for  his  trouble  and  expense. 

Soon  after  the  ending  of  the  Shays  rebellion,  a  series  of  industrial 
movements  were  inaugurated  in  Western  Massachusetts  in  some  of  which 
Amherst  citizens  were  engaged  and  which  were  calculated  to  affect  the 
growth  and  prosperity  of  the  town.  Hie  constant  succession  of  armed 
conflicts  \vhich°  beginning  with  King  Philip's  war  in  1675,  had  lasted  with 
little  interruption  for  more  than  a  century,  had  greatly  retarded  the  devel-' 
opment  of  the  resources  of  the  Connecticut  Valley.  I1ie  means  of 
transportation  had  always  been  limited  and  u-nsatisfactory.  Railways  were 
as  yet  unknown,  highways  were  of  the  most  primitive  construction,  and 
the  only  water-way  of  importance,  the  Connecticut  river,  was  robbed  of 
half  its  value  by  the  existence  of  the  falls  at  South  Hadley  and  at  Mon- 
tague. In  1792,  prominent  men  of  Perkshire  and  Hampshire  counties, 
among  them  Simeon  Strong  of  Amherst,  formed  an  association  for  the 
purpose  of  constructing  canals  around  these  falls.  The  association  was 
incorporated  under  the  name  of  "The  Proprietors  of  the  Eocks  and  Canals 
on  Connecticut  River,"  A  canal  was  built  at  South  Hadley  at  great 
expense,  being  two  and  a  half  miles  long,  much  of  it  cut  through  solid 
rock.  It  was  the  first  canal  of  any  importance  built  in  the  United  States. 
When  completed,  it  was  found  that  its  bed  was  not  low  enough  to  take  the 
water  from  the  river,  but  this  difficulty  was  obviated  by  the  construction  of 
a  dam.  I'his  dam  set  back  the  water  for  several  miles,  overflowing  the 
Northampton  meadows  and  causing  an  epidemic  of  fever,  so  that  North- 
ampton people  had  the  company  indicted  for  maintaining  a  nuisance  :  the  case 
came,  to  trial,  the  plaintiffs  won  their  suit  and  the  dam,  save  its  oblique 
section,  was  ordered  to  be  torn  down.  Money  was  needed  in  order  to 
lower  the  bed  of  the  canal,  and  in  1S02  the  Eegislature,  on  petition,  granted 
the  proprietors  a  lottery  for  raising  S2o,ooo.  Tlie  scheme  was  succes>ful 
and  in  1804  the  lowering  of  the  canal  Vvas  completed;  it  was  in  success- 
ful operation  for  many  years.  The  canal  at  Turners  Falls  was  completed 
in  1797. 

Turnpikes  were  built  in  New  England  at  an  early  date  in  its  history, 
but  did  not  beccjine  cc^nnnon  in  Western  Massachusetts  until  after  the  ch^se 
of  the  Shay.^  rebellion.  In  the  latter  i)art  of  the  i8th  century  many  turn- 
pike corporations  were  formed  in  this  section,  among  them  the  "  Sixtii 
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Massachusetts  Turnpike  Corporation,"  for  the  purpose  of  building  a  road 
commencing  on  the  east  Hne  of  Andierst  and  passing  through  Pelha'n. 
•Greenwich,  Hardwick,  New  'Braintree,  Oakham,  Rutland,  Holden  and 
Worcester,  to  the  great  road  in  Shrewsbury  leading  from  New  \'ork  to 
Boston." 

In  the  statistics  given  for  the  year  17S4,  it  will  be  noted  that  Amherst 
.reported  its  stock  in  trade  as  valued  at  only  ^^162.  This  would  indicate 
.a  small  development  of  mercantile  or  other  business.  Yet  Amherst  had 
as  many  country  stores  as  was  customary  for  towns  of  its  size,  stores  who^e 
5tock  of  goods  was  as  miscellaneous  in  character,  if  not  as  large  in  volume, 
as  those  of  the  modern  ''department  emporiums."  Some  of  these  stores 
were  developed  from  taverns,  while  the greaternumber  of  them  had  liquors 
as  a  part  of  their  regular  stock  in  trade.  Such  a  thing  as  a  "  cash  business 
-would  have  been  impossible  in  the  earlier  years,  and  trade  and  barter 
usurped  the  place  of  buying  and  selling  to  a  large  degree.  From  a  review 
of  trade  in  Amherst  in  1S15,  written  72  years  afterward  by  an  old  resident 
of  the  town,  the  following  facts  of  interest  are  gathered.  In  1814  or  there- 
about James  Kellogg  established  himself  as  a  merchant  at  East  Amherst. 
He  built  the  brick  house  now  standing  near  the  school-house,  and  opened 
a  store  in  the  south  part  while  his  family  occupied  the  north  part.  He 
continued  in  business  there  about  ten  years,  when  he  closed  it  out  and 
bought  a  farm  at  South  Amherst,  where  he  opened  a  small  dry-goods  and 
grocery  store  which  he  conducted  in  connection  with  his  farming  operations. 
Later  on,  he  established  a  hardware  business,  engaging  in  the  manufacture 
•of  joiners'  tools  in  that  part  of  the  town  now  known  as  "  Kelloggville." 
At  the  center  of  the  town  in  1S15,  H.  Wright  Strong  kept  a  store  at  the 
upper  corner  of  what  is  now  known  as  Phoenix  Row  ;  one  of  his  clerks 
was  Luke  Sweetser,  who  afterwards  became  one  of  the  best  known  and 
most  successful  of  Amherst's  merchants.  Across  the  street,  on  the  oppo- 
site corner,  was  a  building  occupied  by  Jay  White  as  a  dry-goods  and 
_grocery  store,  k^uther  north,  near  Mt.  Pleasant,  was  a  store  conducted  by 
Morton  Dickinson. 

There  was  a  store  at  East  Amherst  near  where  stands  the  one  now 
■conducted  by  George  E.  Thayer.  This  was  owned  by  "Capt."  Dyer,  who 
in  1818  sold  out  to  Asahel  'I'hayer,  the  latter  continuing  the  business  until 
1834,  when  he  engaged  with  Lyman  Knowles  in  carriage  manufacturing. 
A  little  to  the  north  was  a  small  store  occujiied  by  John  ilunt,  while  across 
the  street  was  one  built  about  1822  and  occupied  by  Hubbard  »S:  Lamb. 
The  latter  continued  in  business  a  few  years  and  then  sold  out  to  L.  M- 
Hills.  About  the  year  1S24  a  store  was  started  at  vSouth  Andierst  by 
Philip  L.  (ioss,  and  one  at  North  .Vndierst  by  l*".merson  Marsh. 
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Prof,  ^^'illiam  S.  Tyler's  History  of  Amherst  College  contains  in  one 
of  its  opening  chapters  an  interesting  sketch  of  the  center  village  of 
Amherst  as  .it  appeared  in  the  year  1800.  It  gives  a  list  of  the  houses, 
the  names  of  owners,  and  occupants,  and  locations  also,  all  matters  of 
historic  interest  and  value.  The  houses  at  the  center  were  all  built  front- 
ing on  the  highways,  forty  rods  in  width  ;  when  the  streets  were  narrowed, 
the  land  in  front  of  the  houses  was  enclosed,  thus  forming  spacious  "front 
yards,"  such  as  may  now  be  seen  in  front  of  the  Cowles  house  on  Pleasant 
street  and  the  Strong  house  at  the  corner  of  Amity  and  Prospect  streets. 
l"he  same  custom  prevailed  at  Plast  Amherst,  and  Judd  in  his  unpublished 
mss.  says  that  formerly  there  were  tive  or  six  houses  from  20  to  40  rods 
east,  of  the  present  East  Street  ;  the  old  cellars  still  remained  in  1S50,  one 
in  the  rear  of  Joim  Dickinson's  house  on  a  rise  of  ground,  one  further 
north  and  one  or  two  to  the  south  of  the  Pelham  road. 

•  .  At  the  beginning  of  the  present  century.  Judge  Simeon  Strong 
owned  all  the  land  at  and  near  the  northw.est  and  northeast  corners  of 
]Main  and  Pleasant  streets,  as  far  north  as  the  Cowles  house,  and  the  Cole- 
man house  which  then  stood  near  the  cemetery.  Gen.  Zebina  ]\Iontague 
owned  the  southeast  corner,  and  Dr.  Parsons  the  southwest  angle  except 
the  corner  which  was  occupied,  then  as  now,  by  a  hotel.  In  18 15,  when 
the  college  began  to  be  talked  of,  there  were  not  more  than  25  houses  in 
the  entire  village.  The  hotel  and  two  of  the  dwelling-houses,  those  belong- 
ing to  Judge  Strong  and  Dr.  Parsons,  had  gambrel  roofs,  a  favorite  style  of 
architjcture  at  that  time.  Between  the  hotel  and  the  Parsons  house,  which 
stood  on  the  brow  of  College  hill,*the  only  building  was  a  school-house, 
situated  about  where  Hunt's  block  now  stands.  The  corner  now  occupied 
by  Adams'  drugstore  was  then  the  site  of  the  house  and  store  of  H. 
Wright  Strono^.  until  about  that  time  the  onlv  store  in  town.  At  the  east 
end  of  Phoenix  Row,  on  the  site  of  the  present  Kellogg  block,  was  the: 
house  which  was  owned  and  occupied  by  Xoah  \\'ebster  from  1S12  until 
1822  ;  this  house  was  burned  in  183S.  Further  to  the  east  was  the  house 
which  had  recently  been  erected  by  Samuel  Fowler  Dickinson,  the  first 
house  in  town  to  be  built  of  brick;  ilie  old  Whiting  house,  afterwards  known 
as  the  Ayers  house  until  it  was  torn  down  in  1879,  fronted  on  what  is  now 
known  as  East  Pleasant  street,  standing  a  little  to  the  north  of  the  barn  owned 
by  John  M.  Hyde.  On  the  east  side  of  the  common  stood  the  ^^'arner  house 
and  tiie  Merrill  house.  On  Amity  street  was  the  house  built  hy  Solomon 
Poltwood  and  afterwards  occupied  by  Dr.  Cutler.  Of  these  houses  four 
are  still  standing.  The  "  Strong  "  house,  now  occupied  by  Mrs.  Sarah  E. 
I'.merson.  was  built  in  1744  by  Neliemiah  Strong,  who  came  to  this  place 
from  Xorthampton.  It  was  afterwards  occupied  by  his  son.  Judge 
Simeon  Strong,  and  then  by    his  grandson,   Simeon    Strong,    Jr.  It 
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was  never  occupied  by  Noah  Webster,  as  has  been  often  stated.  This 
house  has  never  been  rebuilt  and  presents  to-day  much  the  same  appearance 
as  when  it  was  erected,  150  years  ago.  The  same  may  be  said  of  [he 
Boltwood  house,  now  occupied  by  Dr.  H  B.  Dickinson.  The  Merrill  house 
has  been  largely  rebuilt,  and  is  now  conducted  as  a  students'  boarding 
house  by  Mrs.  L.  E.  Redding.  Considerable  alterations  have  been  made 
■on  the  Dickinson  house,  now  occupied  by  Miss  Davinia  Dickinson.  Such 
was  the  center  village  of  Amherst,  in  the  year  1800,  and  the  succeeding 
twenty  years  brought  with  them  little  change.  In  1S20,  there  were  about 
forty  dwellings  within  the  radius  of  a  mile  from  where  the  Amherst  house 
now  stands. 

The  war  of  1S12  caused  hardly  a  ripple  on  the  surface  of  affairs  in 
Amherst.  The  town,  in  common  with  nearly  all  the  neighboring  commu- 
nities, was  strongly  opposed  to  the  war,  and  at  a  meeting  held  June  29, 
1812,  passed  resolutions  condemning  it.  A  convention  representing  57 
towns  in  Hampshire,  Hampden  and  Fraukin  counties  was  held  at  Xorth- 
ampton,  July  14,  to  consult  upon  the  war.  The  delegates  from  Amherst 
were  Ebenezer  Mattoon,  Samuel  F.  Dickinson  and  Simeon  Strong.  I'he 
convention  organized  and  appointed  a  committee  to  report  in  regard  to  the 
proper  action  of  the  convention,  concerning  public  affairs,  and  then 
adjourned  to  the  following  day;  ?vF''.  Dickinson  was  a  member  of  this  com- 
mittee, which  reported  that  it  was  expedient  to  present  a  respectful  memo- 
rial to  the  president  of  the  United  States,  praying  that  commissioners 
might  be  forthv.ith  appointed  to  negotiate  a  peace  with  Great  Britain  upon 
safe  and  honorable  terms.  Mr.  Dickinson  was  also  appointed  one  of  a 
delegation  of  four  to  represent  Hampshire  county  at  a  state  con\-ention. 
provided  similar  measures  should  be  adopted  in  other  parts  of  the  Coni- 
monwealth.  At  the  time  of  holding  this  convention,  Caleb  Strong  of 
Northampton  was  governor  of  Massachusetts.  Fie  was  a  believer  in  a 
strict  construction  of  the  United  States  constitution,  and,  believing  that  the 
mere  act  of  declaring  war  on  the  part  of  the  president  did  not  invest  the 
latter  with  the  power  to  call  the  militia  of  the  several  states  into  service, 
he  declined  accession  to  the  requisition  made  for  Massachusetts  troo})s,  to 
be  placed  at  the  command  of  the  president.  In  this  position  he  was  sup- 
ported by  the  supreme  court  of  the  state. 

In  the  fall  of  1814,  Gov.  Strong*  issued  a  call  for  troops  to  rejiel  an 
expected  invasion  of  the  Ihitish,  who  had  taken  possession  of  Gastine,  on 
the  Penobscot,  tlv.  n  within  the  jurisdiction  of  Massaciuisetts,  and  declared 
tlieir  intention  to  lay  waste  the  coast  from  Maine  to  Georgia.  Two  regi- 
ments of  infantry  and  one  of  arliller}'  were  raised  in  I  Iam])shire  county 
and  marched  to  Boston.  So  far  as  can  be  learned  but  few  Amlierst  men 
were  enrolled  in  an)  of   these  regiments.     Knos  Dickinson  of  South 
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Amherst  was  commissioned  as  lieutenant  in  one  of  the  companies  raised 
in  this  vicinity.  Joseph  Dana  and  Samuel  Prince  went  with  the  troops  to 
Boston.  .  Daniel  Smith  served  about  four  months  in  Capt.  Woodworth's 
company  stationed  at  Charlestown.  Rev.  Joshua  Crosby,  a  trustee  of 
Amherst  Academy  and,  for  a  short  time  after  the  death  of  President 
Moore,  acting  president  of  Amherst  College,  went  with  the  troops  to  Ijoston 
and  served  as  chaplain.  It  is  stated  that  men  were  drafted  from  the  two 
militia  organizations  in  Amherst  to  serve  in  the  war.  Dr.  Seth  Fish,  who 
afterwards  located  in  Amherst,  went  from  Shutesbury  as  a  substitute  for 
his  father,  and  ser\ed  as  cook.  Itis  impossible  to  obtain  from  the  ofticials, 
either  at  Boston  or  Washington,  a  list  of  the  Amherst  men  who  enlisted  or  were 
drafted  into  the  service.  The  troops  spent  some  forty  days  in  camp,  were 
reviewed  by  Gov.  Strong  on  Boston  common,  and  were  afterwards  dismissed 
and  sent  home.  They  saw  no  active  military  service,  and  the  event  was 
alluded  to  by  wits  of  the  time  as  "  Gov.  Strong's  war."  As  in  the  French 
and  Indian  war  and  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  so  in  the  war  of  1812 
the  Bay  Road  was  a  favorite  military  highway.  It  was  a  link  in  the 
great  chain  connecting  the  East  with  the  \\'est.  and  owr  it  were  hauled 
many  of  the  supplies  for  Commodore  Perry's  lieet  on  Lake  Erie.  It  is 
related  that  a  team  of  eighteen  horses  was  required  to  draw  one  dis- 
mounted cannon. 


CHAPTER  XXI. 


Origin  of  Amherst  Academv. — Petition  to  'jhe  Legislature. — Act 
of  Incorporation. — Life  at  the  Academy. — Mary  Lyon. — 
Academy  1'eachers. 

For  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century  succeeding  the  year  tliat  marked 
the  ending  of  the  Shays  rebellion,  no  event  of  marked  interest  or  impor- 
tance can  be  recorded  of  the  town  of  Amherst  or  its  inhabitants.  A  jicru- 
sal  of  the  old  town  records  shows  that  special  attention  was  paid  during 
these  years  to  the  tletermination  of  town  boundaries,  the  laying  out  of  new- 
streets  and  the  disposal  uf  tiie  land  remaining  after  tlie  tluce  broad  high- 
ways had  been  narrowed  down,  to  property-owners  adjoining.  It  was  not 
until  18 1  2  that  the  tlrst  steps  were  taken  in  an  enterprise  w  hose  success 
and  development  were  to  e.xert  a  mcjmentons  influence  on  the  future  of  the 
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town.  The  founding  of  An:iherst  Academy,  which  in  time  was  to  develop 
into  Amherst  College,  was  an  event  the  significance  of  which  was  little 
appreciated  at  the  time.  It  marked  an  era  in  Amherst  history,  determining 
the  lines  along  which  the  town  was  to  lind  its  broadest  development. 
Amherst,  even  in  its  earlier  years,  was  the  home  of  learned  men,  therefore 
it  was  but  natural  that  they  should  desire  for  their  children  better  educa- 
tional advantages  than  were  furnished  by  the  district  schools,  with  their 
school-dames  and  masters  who  themselves  possessed  but  little  learning  and 
less  faculty  for  imparting  it  to  others,  with  school  terms  of  uncertain  length, 
dependent  sometimes  upon  the  supply  of  firewood  and  always  limited  by 
small  appropriations.  Among  the  earlier  inhabitants  who  had  enjoyed  the 
advantages  of  a  college  education  were  Dr.  David  Parsons,  Nathaniel 
Dickinson,  Jr.,  Ebenezer  P.oltwood.  Ebenezer  Mattoon,  Simeon  Strong, 
Rufus  Cowles,  Samuel  Fowler  Dickinson,  Solomon  Strong,  John  Dickinson 
and  Moses  Dickinson.  The  subscription  for  Amherst  Academy  was  started 
by  Samuel  P'owler  Dickinson  and  Hezekiah-  Wright  Strong,  the  latter  a 
son  of  Judge  Simeon  Strong.  The  land  on  which  the  building  was  erected 
was  donated  by  Dr.  David  Parsons,  who  was  also  active  in  raising  funds 
for  the  institution  and  was  the  first  president  of  its  board  of  trustees. 
Among  others  who  were  prominent  in  the  work  were  Calvin  Merrill,  and 
Justus  Williams  of  South  Amherst.  The  subscription  was  started  in  1S12, 
and  the  building  erected  in  1S14.  The  charter  was  not  obtained  until 
18 16.  The  petition  to  the  General  Court  and  the  charter  granted  are 
among  the  manuscript  archives  in  the  state-house  at  Boston,  and  are  copied 
here  entire. 

PETITION  FOR  AMHERST  ACADEMY. 

'•To  the  Honorable  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Massachusetts,  in  General  Court  assembled,  at  their  winter  Session,  A. 
D.  1816. 

Humbly  shews, 

The  sul)scribcrs.  that  they  have,  at  an  expense  of  about  Five  thousand 
dollars,  purchased  in  a  central  &  connnanding  situation  in  the  town  of  Amherst  in 
the  county  of  Hampshire,  one  half  acre  of  land,  and  erected  thereon  «S:  thoroughly 
finished,  for  the  purpose  of  an  Academy,  a  brick  building;,  fifty  feet  long,  thirty 
eight  feet  wide.  &  three  stories  hi.-^li,  with  a  cellar  under  the  whole,  one  part  of 
which  is  used  for  a  family  kitchen.  The  whole  is  desi.i^ned  to  acconmiodate  two 
schools:  one  for  males;  l\;  the  other  for  femares:  and  also  a  family  to  superintend 
the  buildinc;,  and  keep  a  house  for  boarding.  The  situation  is  inviting,  and  the  air 
pure,  cK:  the  town  healthy.  It  is  also  in  the  midst  of  a  rich  country  *5v:  a  tiourishini]: 
population,  naturally  centerin<;  at  this  place.  And  no  town  in  the  Connnonwealth. 
perhaps,  is  ])etter  situated,  or  offers  i^reater  encoura.iceinents  for  an  institution  of 
this  kind.  Your  pi-titioners  would  furtiier  state,  that  more  than  one  year  a;^o  they 
established  a  school  in  this  huildini;:  under  the  Care  of  a  Preceptor;  assisted 
during  tiie  two  sunnner  quarters,  by  a  Preceptress;  that  the  average  number  of 
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scbollars  in  the  winter  has  not  been  less  than  sixty;  &  during  the  two  summer 
quarters,  more  than  ninety.  And  the  prospects  of  usefulness  therefrom  are  such, 
as  to  excite  pleasing  anticipations  in  the  patrons  and  friends  of  science  &  useful 
literature.  ]3ut  in  order  to  secure  the  blessings  in  prospect,  which  the  youth  of 
both  sexes  so  much  need  ;  and  the  good  of  society  so  much  requires,  funds  and 
the  public  patronage  of  the  Government  are  necessary.  Your  Petitioners,  therefore, 
respectfully  ask  the  assistance  of  the  Legislature,  to  aid  them  in  their  benevolent 
designs  of  educating,  and  training  to  usefulness  the  rising  generation.  And  they 
humbly  pray  that  their  school  may  be  established  by  Law,  as  an  Academy  ;  under 
the  care  of  such  Trustees,  as  the  Legislature  shall  see  fit  to  appoint;  with  such 
endowments  as  the  Government  have  equally  bestowed  on  institutions  of  this  kind. 
And  as  an  inducement  therefor,  Your  Petitioners  offer  to  release,  and  do  hereby 
release,  each  for  himself,  all  his  right,  title  &  interest,  in  &:  to  the  land  «S;  buildings- 
above  mentioned;  with  all  tlieir  appurtenances ;  to  such  Trustees  as  the  Legislature 
may  appoint ;  to  be  used  forever  as  an  Academy,  &  for  no  other  purpose.  And  as 
in  duty  bound  wfll  ever  pray, 

David  Parsons,  Samuel  F.  Dickinson,     PL  Wright  Strong, 

Elijah  Clark,  Rufus  Cowls,  Josp:ph  Church,  Jr., 

Henry  Weeks,  Calvin  Merrill,  1'homas  PIastings,  Jr.,. 

Enos  Baker,  Elijah  Boltwood,  Justus  WTlliams,  Jr., 

Robert  Cutler,  William  Neill,  Sylvanus  Church." 

Amherst^  January  17,  18 16. 


BILL  FOR  ESTABLISHING  AMHERST  ACADEMY. 

Commonwealth  of  ■\Lissachusetts. 

In  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen. 
An  act  to  establish  an  Academy  in  the  town  of  Amherst,  in  the  County  of 
Hampshire. 

Whereas  sundry  persons,  inhabitants  of  Amherst  in  the  County  of  Hampshire, 
have,  at  the  expense  of  7?7't'  /Zv'//jV7//c/ df)llars,  erected  a  suitable  building  for  an 
Acadt-my  in  said  town,  &  have  procured  an  able  Instructor  to  teach  the  usual 
Academical  branches  of  learning:  &  it  appears  that  said  town  is  a  suitable  place 
for  such  an  institution — 

Sect.  I.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  &  House  of  Represeutatrjes,  in  General 
Court  assembled,  &  by  tJie  authority  of  the  same,  That  there  be  and  hereby  is 
establish''  in  the  town  of  Amherst,  an  Academy,  by  the  name  of  Amherst  Academy. 
for  the  purpose  of  promoting  morality,  piety  cS:  religion.  .&  for  the  instruction  of 
youth  in  the  learned  languages,  &  in  such  arts  &  sciences  as  are  usually  taught  in 
other  Academies,  or  as  shall  l)e  directed  by  the  Trustees,  and  David  Parsons, 
Xathan  Perkins,  Samuel  P.  Dickinson,  Plezekiah  W.  Strong,  Rufus  Cowls,  Calvin 
Merrill,  Noah  Webster,  Jf)lin  Woodbridge.  James  Taylor,  Nathaniel  Smith,  Josiah 
Dwight,  Rufus  (haves,  Winthrop  Paiky.  lC\})rrience  I'orter  IJijah  Gridley.  l)e 
&  hereby  are  incorporated  into  a  body  politic  by  the  name  of  the  Trustees  of 
Amherst  Academy.  ^  that  they  and  their  successors  shall  be  &  continue  a  body 
politic  »^  corporate  l)y  the  same  name  forever. 

Sect.  2.  Be  it  further  enacted,  th.ii  all  moneys,  lands,  or  other  property  Ov 
things  alre.uly  given  or  which  shall  be  hereafter  given,  granted,  devised,  bequeathed, 
transferred  or  assigned  to  the  said  Trustees,  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  shall  be  and 
are  hereby  contirmrd  to  the  said  Trustees  to  their  successors  in  that  trust  forever; 
10 
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And  that  the  said  trustees  may  have  &  hold  in  fee  simple,  by  gift,  grant,  devise, 
bequest,  or  otherwise  any  lands,  tenements,  hereditaments  or  other  estate  real  or  per- 
sonal— provided  the  annual  income  thereof  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  Jive- 
ihoitsatid  dollars-,  and  may  sell  &  dispose  of  the  same  &  apply  the  interest,  rents 
&  profits  thereof  in  such  manner  as  to  promote  the  end  &  design  of  said  institution. 

Sect.  3.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said  Trustees  shall  have  power,  from 
time  to  time,  to  elect  such  officers  of  the  said  Academy  as  they  shall  judge  neces- 
sary, &  to  fix  the  terms  of  their  respective  offices;  to  remove  any  Trustee  from 
the  corporation,  when,  in  their  opinion,  he  shall  be  incapable  by  reason  of  age,  or 
otherwise,  of  discharging  the  duties  of  his  office;  to  fill  all  vacancies  in  said 
corporation,  by  electing  such  persons  for  trustees  as  they  shall  think  suitable  ;  to 
determine  the  times  &:  places  of  their  meetings,  the  manner  of  notifying  the 
Trustees,  &  the  method  of  removing  &  electing  Trustees ;  to  prescribe  the  powers 
&  duties  of  their  several  ofticers :  to  appoint  preceptors  of  the  said  Academy,  to 
determine  their  powers  &  duties,  &  to  fix  the  tenures  of  their  oftices  &  to  make 
and  ordain  rules  and  orders,  witli  reasonable  penalties,  for  the  good  government  of 
said  Academy,  not  repugnant  to  the  laws  of  the  commonwealth. 

Sect.  4.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said  Trustees  may  have  a  common 
seal,  which  they  may,  at  pleasure,  break,  alter  &  renew:  and  that  all  deeds  signed 
&  sealed  with  this  seal,  delivered  and  acknowledged  by  the  Treasurer  or  Secretary 
of  said  corporation  by  order  of  tlie  said  Trustees,  shall  be  good  and  valid  in  law: 
and  that  the  said  Trustees  may  sue  &  be  sued,  in  all  actions,  real,  personal  &:  mixed, 
&  prosecute  or  defend  the  same  to  final  judgment  &  execution,  by  the  name  of  the 
lYustees  of  A  inJierst  A  cadeiuy. 

Sect.  5.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  number  of  said  Trustees  shall  not.  at 
one  time,  be  more  than  fifteen  or  less  than  nine;  &  five  of  them  shall  constitute  a 
quorum  for  transacting  business. 

Sect  6.  [This  is  crossed  out  in  the  mss.  copy.]  Be  it  further  enacted.  That 
there  be  &  hereby  is  granted  to  the  said  Trustees  &  their  successors  forever,  for 
the  sole  use  &  benefit  of  the  said  Academy  ;  one  half  a  township  of  six  miles  square, 
of  the  unappropriated  land  belonging  to  this  Commonwealth,  in  the  District  of 
Maine,  excepting  the  ten  townships  on  Penobscot  River,  to  l)e  laid  out  &  assigned 
by  the  committee  for  the  sale  of  Eastern  lands,  under  the  restrictions  &  regulations 
made  in  similar  grants. 

Sect.  6.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  tlie  Rev'^  David  Parsons  be  &  hereby  is 
authorized  to  appoint  the  time  &  place  for  holding  the  first  meeting  of  tiic  said 
Trustees,  &  to  give  them  notice  thereof,  in  such  manner  ashe  shall  judge  expedient." 

Such  was  the  humble  beginning  of  an  educational  institution  destined 
to  become  famous  throughout  Massachusetts  and  New  Kngland.  The 
academy  building,  constructed  of  brick,  three  stories  in  heigiU,  with  a  small 
tower  in  the  center  of  the  roof  and  spacious  chimne\  s  at  the  east  and  west 
ends,  stood  on  the  site  now  occupied  by  the  Amit\-street  school  buikling. 
It  was,  at  the  time  of  its  erection,  considered  an  imposing  structure.  It 
was  built  in  18 14,  but  was  not  dedicated  until  the  following  year.  With 
the  exception  of  the  Hopkins  grammar  sc1k»o1  at  lladlev,  Andierst  Academy 
would  seem  to  ha\  e  i)een  the  first  institution  devoted  to  classical  education 
€Stablislied  in  the  present  limits  of  Hampshire  county.    Gov.  Kdward 
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Hopkins  of  Connecticut  died  in  1657  ;  from  his  estate  the  town  of  ?Iadley 
received  £^oS,  01,  11,  to  be  devoted,  according  to  the  terms  of  his  will, 
'J  to  give  some  encourage-ment  in  those  foreign  plantations  for  the  breeding 
of  hopeful  youths  both  at  the  grammar  school,  and  college,  for  the  public 
service  of  the  country  in  future  times."  The  Hopkins  school  received 
pupils  early  as  1667.  It  was  conducted  for  some  time  as  an  English 
school ;  just  when  the  grammar  school  began  its  work  cannot  be  exactly 
determined.  Hopkins  Academy,  in  which  the  school  was  merged,  was 
not  incorporated  until  1S16,  the  same  year  that  xlmherst  Academy  received 
its  charter.  Sheldon  Academy  at  Southampton  was  not  chartered  until 
1828  ;  Wilhston  Seminary  at  Easthampton  was  opened  for  the  admission 
of  students  in  1S41  ;  Mount  Holyoke  Eemale  Seminary  at  South  Hadley 
received  pupils  in  1837. 

Amherst  Academy  was  prosperous  from  its  beginning.  It  opened 
with  more  students  than  any  other  academy  in  Western  Massachusetts, 
and  soon  attracted  pupils  from  every  part  of  -New  England  ;  it  had  at  one 
time  ninety  pupils  in  the  ladies'  department  and  quite  as  many,  usually 
more,  in  the  gentleman's  department.  The  early  records  of  the  institution 
were  burned  in  1S3S.  In  Prof.  \\Tlliam  S.  Tyler's  History  of  Amherst 
College,  published  in  1S73,  are  interesting  sketches  of  the  academy,  which 
are  here  reprinted.  They  give  an  outline  of  the  work  carried  on  and 
suggest  the  moral  and  religious  inlluences  that  surrounded  the  students. 
The  first  is  by  Miss  Sarah  S.  Strong,  a  daughter  of  H.  Wright  Strong, 
who  became  a  teacher  in  the  academy  at  the  age  of  16  : 

"  Under  the  government  and  instruction  of  such  superior  teachers,  the  academy 
obtained  a  reputation  second  to  none  in  the  state,  and  indeed  the  ladies'  depart- 
ment was  in  ad\  ance  the  same  department  in  other  institutions,  as  might  be 
shown  by  a  simple  comparison  of  the  studies  pursued  and  text-books  in  use  by  the 
young  ladies.  .Xmong  these  may  be  specified  chemistry,  which  was  then  just 
beginning  to  be  studied  in  schools  outside  of  colleges,  but  was  taught  in  Amherst 
Academy  with  lectures  and  exp^jriments  by  Prof.  Graves,  who  had  been  lecturer  on 
chemistry  in  Dartmouth  College,  rhetoric,  logic,  history.  Paley\s  moral  philosophy, 
Phiyfair's  h^uclid,  Stewart's  philosophy,  Enfield's  natural  philosophy,  llerschell's 
astronomy  with  the  calculation  and  projection  of  eclipses,  Latin,  French,  etc.  On 
Wednesday  afternoons  all  the  scholars  were  assembled  in  the  upper  hall  for 
reviews,  declamations,  compositions  and  exercises  in  reading;-  in  which  both  gentle- 
men and  ladies  participated.  Spectators  were  admitted  and  were  often  present  in 
large  numbers,  anions^  whoni  Dr.  Parsons  dnd  Mr.  Webster,  president  and  vice- 
president  of  the  board  of  trustees.  miL;ht  usualh-  be  seen,  and  oiU-.n  the  lawyers, 
physicians,  and  other  educated  men  of  tlie  place.  Not  unfre(iuently  u;entlemen 
from  out  of  town  were  present,  as  for  instance  Dr.  Packard,  who  early  became  a 
trustee,  and  was  nnich  interested  in  the  prosperity  of  the  institution.  Once  a  year, 
at  the  close  of  the  fall  term  in  October,  the  old  meetini^-house  was  fitted  up  with  a 
stage  and  strcUige  to  tell  in  the  staid  town  of  Amherst,  where  dancing  was  tabooed 
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and  cards  never  dared  show  themselves,  reverend  divines  went  with  lawyers  and 
doctors,  and  all  classes  of  their  people  to  the  house  of  God  to  ^vitness  a  theatrical 
exhibition  !" 

The  second  is  by  Rev.  Nahum  Gould,  a  graduate  of  the  Academy, 
and  of  Amherst  College  in  the  class  of  1S25  : 

"  I  came  to  Amherst  in  the  spring  of  1819  and  studied  in  preparation  for  college 
under  the  direction  of  Joseph  Estabrook  and  Gerard  Hallock,  The  principal's 
salary  was  58oo  per  annum,  and  Miss  Sarah  Strong's  $20  a  month.  I  found  the  piety 
of  the  students  far  in  advance  of  my  own.  Perhaps  there  never  was  a  people  that 
took  such  deep  interest  in  the  welfare  of  students.  None  need  leave  on  account 
of  pecuniary  embarrassments,.  Tuition  was  free  to  any  pious  student  who  was 
preparing  for  the  gospel  ministry.  IJoard  was  one  dollar  a  week,  and  if  this  could 
not  be  afforded,  there  were  families  ready  to  take  students  for  little  services  which 
they  might  render  in  their  leisure  hours.  Their  liberality  was  spoken  of  through 
the  land,  and  it  was  an  inducement  to  persons  of  limited  means,  preparing  for  the 
ministry,  to  come  to  Amherst.  To  such  the  church  prayer-meeting  in  the  village 
was  a  school  as  well  as  a  place  for  devotion.  Daniel  A.  Clark,  the  pastor,  was 
greatly  beloved  by  the  students.  Xoah  Webster-resided  here  preparing  his  dic- 
tionary. He  took  an  interest  in  the  academy  and  opened  his  doors  for  an  occasional 
reception,  which  we  prized  very  highly.  Col.  Graves  was  a  successful  accent  for  the 
academy  and  a  help  to  the  students.  Mr.  Estabrook  was  well  qualified  for  his 
station.  IVIr.  Hallock  was  a  scholar  and  a  gentleman.  It  was  a  pleasant  task  to 
manage  a  school  where  there  were  so  many  pious  students  seeking  qualifications 
for  usefulness,  who  felt  that  they  were  in  the  right  place  and  were  establishing  a 
Christian  character  of  high  standing."' 

For  the  first  ten  or  twelve  years  of  its  existence,  the  academy  received 
pupils  of  both  sexes  :  this  was  long  before  the  era  of  woman's  colleges, 
and  the  only  avenue  open  to  young  women  in  search  of  a  higher  education 
was  found  in  the  '*  select  family  schools  "  which  were  a  feature  of  New 
England's  educational  svstem  from  an  earlv  date.  Anions:  the  students  at 
Amherst  Academy  in  182  i  was  a  young  woman  who,  later  on,  was  to  solve 
an  educational  problem  for  her  sex  in  such  successful  fashion  as  to  win  for 
herself  fame  and  the  gratitude  of  generations  yet  unborn.  That  pupil  was 
^lary  Lyon,  who  was  thus  described  by  the  lady  principal  :  ""Uncultivated 
in  mind  and  manners,  of  large  physique,  twenty-three  or  twenty-four  years 
of  age,  and  receiving  her  first  impulse  in  education.  She  commenced  with 
grammar  and  geography,  and  was  soon  advanced  to  rhetoric  and  logic. 
Having  a  comprehensive  mind  and  being  very  assiduous  in  her  studies,  she 
improved  rapidlw"  Mary  Lyon  was  born  in  Jhickland,  Feb.  28,  1797. 
Her  j)arents  were  in  humble  circiunstances,  unable  to  alTord  her  more  tlian 
the  ordinary  schooling  of  the  time,  but  she  was  amiiitious  and  determined 
by  her  own  exertions  to  gain  as  liberal  an  education  as  the  times  would 
permit.  .\t  .\mhcrst  .\c.i(lemy  she  found  s}  in])athy  and  aid  ;  il  was,  doubt- 
less, while  engaged  in  her  studies  liere  that  she  conceived  tliL'  idea  of 
founding  an  institution  of  learning  wiiich  should  be  self  supporting,  \et 
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"where  expenses  should  be  so  moderate  as  not  to  debar  those  of  limited 
means,  and  advantages  so  great  that  the  wealthy  could  find  none  superior 
elsewhere."  Mount  Holyoke  Seminary,  the  pioneer  institution  in  Massa- 
chusetts of  higher  education  for  females,  owes  its  being  to  INIary  Lyon  and 
to  the  education  and  training  she  received  at  the  old  Amherst  Academy. 

A  list  of  the  men  who  fitted  for  college  and  for  business  at  Amherst 
Academy,  if  such  could  be  compiled,  would  contain  the  names  of  many 
who  became  famous  in  after  life.  It  was  among  the  first  of  the  great 
college  preparatory  schools,  attracting  pupils  from  all  over  New  England. 
The  reputation  and  success  of  its  classical  department  became  so  grent 
that  in  time  the  female  department  was  abolished,  and  the  entire  energies 
of  the  institution  were  directed  toward  the  preparation  of  young  men  for 
entrance  to  college.  For  many  years  after  the  change  was  made  there 
were  usually  from  seventy-five  to  one  hundred  students  in  the  classical 
departnient.  The  academy  prospered  greatly,  and,  during  the  da\-s  of 
depression  at  Phillips  Academy  at  Andover,  and  before  the  founding  of 
Williston  Seminary,>.was,  without  doubt,  the  leading  academical  institution 
in  Massachusetts. 

The  period  of  its  decline  began  soon  after  the  founding  of  Williston 
Seminary.  The  establishment  of  high  schools  in  many  towns,  and  the  rise  of 
normal  schools,  drew  largely  from  its  attendance,  and  although  it  retained 
the  services  of  superior  teachers  and  returned  to  the  admission  of  both 
sexes  in  order  to  increase  the  number  of  its  students,  it  became  gradually 
more  and  more  of  a  local  institution  being  finally  superseded  by  the  Amherst 
high  school.  The  old  academy  building  was  torn  down  in  l86S,  to  make 
way  for  the  Amity-street  school-building. 

In  Miss  Strung's  sketch  of  the  academy,  before  referred  to,  allusion 
is  made  to  the  ''superior  teachers"  that  the  acadeniy  employed.  Among 
these  teachers  in  the  earlier  years  were  Francis  Ikiscom,  Joseph  l^stabrook, 
John  L.  Parkhurst.  (icrard  Flallock,  Zenas  Clapp,  l)a\'id  (ireen  and  I'",ben- 
ezerS.  Snell.  At  a  later  dale,  among  the  principals  and  assistant  teachers 
were  Elijah  Inline.  Solomon  Maxwell,  Story  Hebard,  Robert  E.  Patterson, 
William  P.  J'aine,  William  Thompson,  Simeon  Colton,  William  S.  Tyler, 
Evangelinus  Sophocles,  Ebenezer  Purgess,  George  C,  Partridge,  Nahum 
Gale  and  Lyman  C'oleman.  Among  the  lady  teachers,  while  the  academy 
was  co-educational,  were  Lucy  Doliglas,  C)rra  White,  Mary  Ann  I'ield, 
Sarah  S.  Strong  and  Hannah  Shepard.  These  names,  and  much  of  the 
information  in  regard  to  the  academy,  are  gathered  from  Professor  Tyler's 
History  of  Amherst  College  Professor  Tyler  was  a  teacher  in  the  academy 
for  one  year  after  his  graduation  from  Amherst  College  in  1S30.  He  took 
a  deep  intere;5t  in  the  academy,  not  alone  from  its  work,  but  from  its  intimate 
relationship  to  the  college  to  which  lie  has  devoted  his  life-work. 
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CHAPTER  XXII. 


Old-Time  Catalo(;s. — Amherst  Students  at  the  Academy.- — Academy 
Laws. — Officers  of  the  Corporation. — Principals  and 
Instructors.— Courses  of  Study. 

From  the  pages  of  the  academy  catalogs  much  interesting  and  valu- 
able information  concerning  the  institution  is  gained.  The  earliest  catalog 
known  to  be  in  existence  bears  date  of  i8iS.  It  is  a  single  sheet  of  paper, 
a  copy  of  which,  framed,  is  preserved  in  the  town  library.  It  gives  a  list 
of  trustees,  the  same  as  named  in  the  act  of  incorporation,  save  that  the 
names  of  H.  W.  Strong,  John  W'oodbridge  and  Josiah  Dwight  are  omitted, 
and  the  names  of  Joshua  Crosby,  John  Fish  and  Fdward  U'hipple  are 
added.  John  L.  Parkhurst,  A.  jNI.,  was  the  principal  preceptor,  Edward 
Dickinson,  A.  P.,  assistant  preceptor,  and  ]\Iiss  Lucy  L.  Douglas,  precep- 
tress. The  list  of  pupils  numbered  152,  of  whom  76  were  "  masters  "  and 
76  '"misses."    The  Amherst  names  included  in  this  list  were  as  follows  : 


Osmyn  Paker. 
Porter  Cowls, 
Appleton  Dickinson, 
William  Dickinson, 
George  \V.  Graves, 
Chauncy  Merrill, 
Warren  Putnam, 
William  P.  Stetson. 
Simeon  E.  Strong, 
George  White, 
Dorothy  Baker, 
Marchia  A.  Banister, 
Achsah  Clark, 
Abigal  Dexter. 
Lucinda  Dickinson, 
Mary  Ann  Dickinson, 
Hepzibah  Eastman. 
Martha  M.  Graves, 
Fanny  Mattoon, 
Harriet  .Montague, 
Sophia  W.  i'arsons, 
Abigail  Robbins, 
Saraii  .Smith.  2(1, 
vSarah  S.  StioiiL',. 
Hannah  Whitin>r, 


Aaron  Church, 
Robert  Cutler, 
Edward  Dickinson. 
Oliver  H.  Dunbar, 
Frederic  W.  Graves, 
George  Monta^^ue, 
Hamilton  Smith, 
Charles  L.  Strong, 
Wright  StrouLT, 
Frederick  Williams, 
Joanna  Baker, 
Dolly  Bixbee, 
Mercy  Cooley, 
Caroline  Dickinson, 
Lucretia  Dickinson, 
Nancy  Dickinson, 
Mary  Franklin, 
Mary  Ann  Graves, 
Lucy  Merrill, 
Eliza  Nelson, 
IPuritt  Perkins. 
Achsah  Smith, 
Frances  StronL.',, 
I-"li/a  S.  Webster, 
Mdry  Ann  Williams, 


Moses  Church,  / 
Julius  A.  Dewey,! 
Friend  Dickinsoh, 
John  Eastman,  Ji^., 
Frederic  Joy. 
Thomas  G.  Perkins, 
Elijah  D.  Strong, 
William  c;.  Webster, 
Stephen  Weeks,  \ 
Azubah  D.  Pangs, 
Harriet  Boltwood, 
Irene  Cowls, 
Fanny  Dickinson, 
Mary  Dickinson, 
Thankful  F.  Dickinson, 
Martha  Forbush, 
Clarissa  Kelloi;<;-, 
Nancy  .Merrill. 
Sophia  Nelson, 
Harriet  Phillips, 
Sarah  .Smiih, 
ALary  Strong;-, 
Pollv  Weeks. 


mi 


ACADEMY  LAWS. 


From  this  list  it  will  be  seen  that  73  pupils,  or  nearly  one-half  the 
entire  number,  had  their  homes  in  Amherst.  Of  the  remainder,  a  majority 
were  residents  of  Massachusetts  towns;  a  few  came  from  Vermont  and 
Connecticut,  one  each  from  Virginia  and  Canada.  The  "  quarters"  began 
on  the  fourth  Wednesday  of  ^Nlay,  August.  November  and  February  ;  there 
was  a  vacation  of  one  week  at  the  end  of  each  quarter  except  the  one 
beginning  in  November,  at  the  end  of  which  there  was  a  two-weeks' 
vacation. 

The '"Laws  of  Amherst  Academy,"  published  in  1827,  contain  a 
number  of  interesting  provisions.  Every  student  on  admission  to  the 
academy  received  a  printed  copy  of  the  laws,  charged  in  his  term  bill,  and 
was  obliged  to  sign  the  following  agreement :  "  I  hereby  promise  that  I 
will  observe  all  the  laws  and  regulations,  made  by  the  Government  for  the 
Students  of  this  Academy."  If  any  student  unnecessarily  neglected 
attendance  on  religious  exercises,  he  was  held  liable  to  reproof,  privately 
or  before  his  class,  and  in  case  he  persisted  in  such  neglect  he  might  be 
suspended  or  dismissed.  The  study  hours,  from  April  to  October,  were 
from  8-30  A.  M.  to  12.  and  from  2  to  5  r.  .m.;  from  October  to  April,  from 
9  A.  M.  to  12,  from  1-30  to  4-30  p.  M.  and  7  to  9  p.  :m.  No  scholar  could 
be  absent  from  his  room  after  9  p.  m.  without  permission  of  the  instructors. 
Every  student  was  held  accountable  for  injury  done  by  him  to  the  academy 
building  and  its  appurtenances,  and  if  the  offender  could  not  be  discovered 
the  sum  was  assessed  equally  on  all  the  students  and  charged  in  the  term 
bills.  If  any  student  should  leave  the  school,  or  go  out  of  town  without 
obtaining  permission  of  the  instructors,  he  was  subject  to  a  fine  of  one 
dollar  and  a  like  sum  for  every  week  he  was  absent.  Students  were  not 
permitted  to  drink  wine,  spirits  or  liquors  of  any  kind  at  any  tavern  or  inn 
in  town,  or  to  keep  such  articles  in  their  rooms,  or  to  indulge  in  their  use 
at  any  time,  on  penalty  of  admonition  for  the  hrst  offence  and  suspension 
or  expulsion  for  the  second.  They  were  also  prohibited,  under  like  penal- 
ties, from  using  any  fire-arm  in  the  town,  "either  in  shooting  at  game  or  at 
mark,  or  for  amusement  in  any  manner." 

'J'he  catalog  of  1S27  shows  a  number  of  changes  in  the  board  of 
trustees  ;  the  otTicers  of  the  corporation  were :  President,  Re\'.  Joshua 
Crosby;  vice-president.  Rev.  Royal  Washburn  ;  secretary,  Rufus  Gra\es, 
Esq.;  treasurt^r,  Lucius  Jloltwood.  Esq.;  auditor,  Martin  Thayer.  Solomon 
Maxwell,  A.  M.,  and  R.  l^vt-rett  I'attison,  A.  I>.  were  asociate  principals, 
and  William  P.  Paine.  \.  P.,  assistant.  'J1ie  members  of  the  examining 
committee  were  Rev.  Royal  Washburn.  Rev.  James  'I'aylor,  Rev.  L\ man 
Coleman,  Re\'.  Lemuel  P.  IJates,  Prof.  Nathan  W.  liske.  Prof.  Solomon 
Peck.  The  students'  names  were  arranged  in  three  divisions,  under  the 
following  lieadings  :     In  the  Languages,"     School 'I'eachers,"  "English 
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Studies."  The  number  of  students  in  tlie  languages  was  45,  school  teachers 
22,  in  English  studies  25,  a  total  of  92  :  at  this  time  there  were  no  females 
in  the  institution.  The  course  of  instruction  in  the  tjiglish  department 
included  reading,  grammar,  declamation,  rhetoric  and  composition,  ancient 
and  modern  geography,  sacred  geography,  general  history,  history  of  the 
United  States,  intellectual  and  written  arithmetic,  algebra,  conversations  on 
natural  philosophy,  conversations  on  chemistry,  moral  philosophy,  intellec- 
tual philosophy,  practical  mathematics,  including  navigation,  surveying, 
mensuration  and  astronomical  calculations,  llie  class  of  school  teachers, 
in  addition  to  their  other  studies,  received  a  course  of  familiar  lectures  on 
the  subject  of  school  teaching.  Class  reviews  were  held  weekly  by  the 
instructors,  with  general  reviews  at  the  close  of  each  term  by  the  examin- 
ing committee.  The  vacations  at  the  end  of  each  quarter  had  been  length- 
ened to  two  weeks.  The  catalog  of  1829  announced  that  "In  the  rear  of 
the  building  there  has  been  erected  a  good  Gymnastic  Apparatus  for 
healthful  exercise.'' 

In  1832,  Rev.  Simeon  M.  Colton,  A.  M.  v.as  principal,  Ebenezer  Dur- 
gess,  A.  B.,  assistant,  and  John  H.  Wright,  Rufus  Allen  and  Isaac  F. 
Holton  "assistants  and  students."  In  the  classical  department  there  were 
92  students,  in  the  English  79,  in  the  teachers'  department  32.  The 
academical  year  consisted  of  four  quarters  of  eleven  weeks  each,  begin- 
ning in  September,  three  weeks  from  the  fourth  Wednesday  in  August. 
The  vacations  were  as  follows :  From  the  fourth  Wednesday  in  August, 
three  weeks  ;  from  the  last  Wednesday  in  November,  two  weeks  :  from  the 
first  Wednesday  in  April,  three  weeks.  The  aim  of  the  teachers*  depart- 
ment was  to  tit  young  men  to  take  charge  of  primary  schools.  The  catalog 
recommended  that,  in  addition  to  his  classical  books,  each  scholar  be 
furnished  witli  a  Bible,  and  with  Webster's  or  Walker's  8  vo, /edition  of 
the  pronouncing  and  detining  dictionary."  The  tuition  in  the  English 
department  \\  as  S4  per  quarter,  in  the  teachers' or  classical  department  S5, 
"together  with  a  charge  of  12.^,  cents  per  quarter  for  Contingencies."  It 
is  evident  tliat  "  contingencies  "  did  not  form  as  important  or  extravagant 
an  item  in  student  expenses  as  at  the  present  time.  IJoard  could  be 
obtained  near  the  academy  at  from  75  cents  to  ^i.JS  pc'r  week.  The  prin- 
cipal was  willing  to  take  any  number  of  young  lads  to  board  with  him, 
and  to  defray  all  the  ordinary  expenses  connected  with  board  and  tuition, 
except  wood,  for  Si  10  per  year,  exclusive  (;f  vacations. 

In  1834,  the  corporation  had  no  president  :  Prof.  Samuel  M.  Worcester 
v,as  secretary,  Lucius  Holtwood,  Escp  treasurer  and  lion.  John  Lel.nul 
auditor.  Amos  JUillard,  jr.,  A.  11.,  was  i-)rinripal  and  Horatio  ih\\uit  an.d 
Daniel  H.  i-orbes  assist.mts.  The  teac  hers'  dej)artment  hatl  been  changed 
to  a  teachers'  class,  formed  in  the  fall  term  ;  in  the  classical  department 
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there  were  61  students,  in  the  Englisli  department  9 1 .  The  catalog  states 
that  "  A  new  Apparatus  has  been  procured  for  tlie  benelit  of  the  Academy," 
but  neglects  to  define  its  nature. 

In  1839,  Rev.  Nathan  Perkins  was  president  of  the  corporation,  Rev. 
Josiah  Bent  vice-president,  Lucius  Boltwood,  Esq.  secretary  and  Hon.  Itha- 
mar  Conkey  treasurer.  'J'he  academy  had  again  adopted  the  co-educational 
feature.  NahumGale,  A.  B.  was  principal  ;  Edwin  E.  Bliss,  A.  J). .teacher  of 
languages  ;  William  O.  Gorham,  A.  B.,  teacher  of  sacred  music  ;  John  W. 
Ray.  teacher  of  penmanship  ;  Miss  Emeline  S.  Gale,  preceptress  ;  Miss  J^liza 
M.  Judkins,  teacher  of  drawing  and  painting  ;  Miss  Hannah  E.  Maynard, 
assistant  teacher  of  mathematics.  The  students  in  the  different  depart- 
ments were  separated  into  two  divisions;  in  the  classical  departnient  were 
40  male  students,  in  the  English  department  74,  in  the  female  department 
103.  Five  of  the  students  in  the  first  division  of  the  classical  department 
are  marked  as  "in  college;"  the  text-books  in  use  by  the  hrst  division  in 
the  English  department  included,  among  -others,  Olmsted's  "  Natural 
Philosophy."  Abercrombie  on  '-The  Intellectual  Powers,"  Paley's  "  Natural 
Theology,"  Goodrich's  "'Ecclesiastical  History,"  Alexander's  "  PAidences 
of  Christianity,"  Hedges'  ••Logic,"  Kames'  "  P^lements  of  Criticism," 
Wayland's  ••  Moral  Science."  and  Analysis  of  Paradise  Lost."  Menrbers 
of  the  school  were  required  to  give  particular  attention  to  orthography  and 
reading;  the  text-books  were  Porter's  Rhetorical  Reader"  and  Young's 
^'  Night  Thoughts."  A  "  valuable  library  "  belonged  to  the  academy,  from 
which  scholars  were  permitted  to  take  books  on  payment  of  a  small  tax:' 
There  was  a  v.eekly  iiible  lesson  in  which  all  took  part.  There  was  an 
extra  charge  of  j;'2  per  term  for  instruction  in  surveying,  and  a  like  sum 
for  PYench.  A  course  of  15  lessons  in  penmanship,  including  stationery, 
cost  50  cents.  JJoard  in  private  families  had  advanced  to  32  per  week, 
with  a  charge  of  25  cents  per  dozen  for  washing.  Young  gentlemen 
boarding  at  tlie  Academy  club  could  obtain  board  exclusive  of  room-rent 
for  $1.17  per  week;  rooms  furnished  for  two  occupants  could  be  hired  for 
50  cents  per  week. 

In  1842,  William  W.  Whipple  was  principal  of  the  academy.  Miss 
Helen  Humphrey  preceptress,  Daniel  Temple.  Jr.  teacher  of  I-'rench,  and 
Miss  Eliza  M.  Judkins  teacher  of  drawing,  painting  and  penmanship. 
There  were  67  pupils  in  the  classica'l  course  and  123  in  the  I-'.nglish  ;  of 
these,  20,  tiiree  young  gentlemen  and  17  young  ladies,  were  studying 
.  French.  .\ll  pupil.^  were  expec  ted  regularl)' to  attend  morning  and  ex  ening 
prayers  in  the  hall  .md  juiljlic  worship  at  owv  of  the  churches  in  the  vilhige 
on  the  Sabbath.  Thcie  was  a  literary  societv  connected  with  the  academv 
which  held  weekly  meetings.  i'upils  could  attend,  witliout  charge,  the 
lectures  of  the  professors  in  Amherst  (Joliege. 
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In  1845,  Rev.  Joseph  Vaill  was  president  of  the  corporation,  Leonard 
Humphrey,  A.  B.,\vas  principal,  James  Humphrey  assistant,  Louis  P.Ledoux 
teacher  of  French,  Miss  Eh^zabeth  C.  Adams  preceptress  for  the  fall  and 
winter  terms  and  Miss  Rebecca  ^L  Woodbridge  preceptress  for  the  sprinL^; 
and  summer  terms.  In  the  classical  department  were  56  pupils,  37  males 
and  19  females;  in  the  English  department  56  pupils,  23  males  and  33 
females.  Of  the  whole  number,  112,  79  had  homes  in  Amherst  and  most 
of  the  remainder  came  from  towns  near  by.  In  184S,  the  catalog  contained 
the  following  announcement  :  *•  A  favorable  opportunity,  it  is  believed,  is 
offered  to  those  who  desire  a  thorough  acquaintance  with  the  French 
language.  Mons.  Tribur,  a  natn'c,  and  till  within  a  few  years,  a  resident  of 
France,  has  a  high  reputation  as  a  I'eacher  of  the  P'rench,  German  and 
Italian  languages." 

In  1S50,  Samuel  N.  White  was  principal.  Miss  Anna  B.  White  precep- 
tress, Miss  A.  Juliette  Chamberlain  teacher  of  French,  and  George  N. 
Webber  teacher  of  Latin  and  Greek.  In  the  classical  department  were  47 
pupils,  15  males  and  32  females;  in  the  English  department  95  pupils,  62 
males  and  33  females.  Of  the  whole  number,  142,  91  had  homes  in 
Amherst.  The  catalog  was  for  the  fall  and  winter  terms,  and  previous  to 
the  opening  of  the  spring  term  the  academy  building  was  to  be  thoroughly 
repaired  within  and  without,  and  made  in  all  respects,  not  only  con\'enient, 
but  pleasant  and  tasteful."  The  summer  term  had  been  shortened  from 
eleven  weeks  to  nine,  the  summer  vacation  being  correspondingly  length- 
ened to  four  weeks.  The  charge  for  tuition  per  term  was,  for  the  common 
English  branches,  $3  ;  for  the  higher  English  branches,  $4  ;  for  Latin  and 
Greek,  $4  ;  for  French  in  connection  v.  ith  other  studies,  $5.  Penciling  and 
crayon-drawing  were  charged  extra.  A  charge  of  from  one  to  two  shillings 
per  term  was  thereafter  to  be  made  '"to  defray  in  part  the  expense  incurred 
for  fuel  for  the  public  rooms  and  other  contingencies." 

In  185S,  Rev.  Joseph  Vaill,  D.  I).,  was  president  of  the  corporation^ 
John  S.  Adams,  Esq.,  secretary,  and  Hon.  Ithamar  Conkey  treasurer. 
Other  members  of  the  board  of  trustees  were  Flon.  Edward  Dickinson, 
Lucius  Pjoltwood,  Ivscj.,  Rev.  William  A.  Stearns,  1).  ]).,  Rev.  l'',tlward  S. 
Dwight.  Rev.  C'.  L.  W'oodworth,  Rev.  J)avid  Eastman,  Prof.  William  S. 
Tyler,  D.  ]).,  Rew  James  L.  Merrick,  Dea.  Moses  J}.  Greene.  Selah 
Frisbee  was  principal.  Miss  h'Jiza  ('.  Haskell  j)receptress.  Miss  Henrietta 
F.  Sliumway  as;:.istant  in  the  fall  term  and  Miss  Harriet  E.  Glark  assistant 
in  the  winter  term.  In  the  classical  (lei)artment  were  72  pupils,  35  males 
and  37  females;  in  the  I'aiglish  department  70  pupils,  32  m;des  and  38 
females.  The  a(  ademic  year  was  di\  ided  into  three  terms,  one  of  thirteen 
weeks,  one  of  foiuteen.  one  of  fifteen.  'I'he  si)ring  term  began  April  21, 
the  fall  term  Aug.  25,  the  winter  term  December  8.     The  tuition  was  the 
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same  for  any  or  all  branches  taught.  For  a  term  of  14  weeks,  those  who- 
came  from  a  distance  and  hired  board  were  charged  $7;  for  others,  the 
tuition  varied  from  57  to  5iO;  according  to  the  number  of  scholars. 


CHAPTER  XXIII. 


Origin  of  Amherst  College. — -The  Charity  Fund. — Convention  of 
Churches. — Negotiations  wtih  ^VILLIA^LS  College. — First 
College  IjUilding  Erected. — Noah  Webster's  Address. 

From  Amherst  Academy,  in  fullness  of  time,  came  Amherst  College. 
In  laying  the  foundations  of  the  academy,  the  Rev.  David  Parsons  and  his 
associates  were  wise  beyond  their  own  knowledge.  It  is  not  impossible 
that  some  among  their  number  may  have  seen,  with  prophetic  vision,  in  the 
one-half  acre  of  ground  and  the  three-story  building  of  brick,  dedicated  to 
the  promotion  of  "morality,  piety  and  religion"  and  to  "the  instruction  of 
youth  in  the  learned  languages,"  an  opening  chrysalis  from  which  was  to 
emerge  in  time  the  college  set  upon  a  hill,  with  its  broad  lands  and  noble 
buildings  and  its  motto,  bravely  conceived  and  faithfully  interpreted,  "^Terras 
Irradient."^  Certain  it  is  that  in  18 17,  one  year  after  the  academy  charter 
was  obtained,  important  measures  were  undertaken  to  add  to  its  usefulness 
and  efficacy  and  to  extend  the  field  of  its  labors. — The- trustees,  at  a  meet- 
ing held  Nov.  18,  181 7,  adopted  a  project  formed  by  Rufus  Graves,  Esq., 
to  add  to  the  usefulness  of  the  academy  by  raising  a  fund  for  the  gratuitous- 
instruction  of  indigent  young  men  of  promising  talents  and  hopeful  piety, 
who  shall  manifest  a  desire  to  obtain  a  liberal  education  with  a  sole  view 
to  the  Christian  ministry."  This  ''charity  fund,"  as  it  was  afterwards- 
designated,  was  the  corner-stone  in  the  foundation  of  Amherst  College. 

The  history  of  Amherst  College  has  been  written  by  one,  himself  so 
thoroughly  idciuitied  with  the  institution,  so  familiar  with  all  its  interests, 
so  conversant  with  all  the  facts  relating  to  it,  that  another,  working  along 
the  same  lines,  must  needs  at  every  point  lay  himself  open  to  the  charge  of 
repetition  if  not  of  jjlagiarism.  Thel  listory  of  Amherst  (College,  written  by 
Prof.  W.  S. 'l  ylcr  and  publisiied  in  1873,  is  so  accurate  and  comjilete  as  to 
stand  a  barrier  in  the  way  of  one  who  would  attempt  original  writing  in  the 
same  field.  Vet  a  history  of  Amherst  town,  with  Amherst  College  omitted, 
would  be  so  unsatisfactory,  so  far  from  complete,  as  not  to  be  contemplated 
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•even  for  an  instant.  For  the  necessarily  brief  sketch  of  tlie  beginnings  of 
the  college  and  its  earlier  history,  which  follows,  the  writer  gratefully 
acknowledges  his  indebtedness  to  Professor  Tyler. 

Especial  attention  is  given  in  these  pages  to  the  part,  a  large  and 
honorable  one,  taken  by  citizens  of  Amherst  in  the  founding  of  the  college. 
It  is  a  child  of  the  town,  for,  although  the  people  of  all  \\'estern  Massa- 
chusetts were  interested  in  it  and  subscribed  liberally  to  its  charity  fund, 
it  was  the  eloquence  and  convincing  logic  of  an  Amherst  man,  Samuel 
Fowler  Dickinson,  that  finally  secured  to  the  town  the  location  of  the 
college  ;  it  was  an  Amherst  man,  Elijah  Dickinson,  who  donated  the  land 
for  the  site  of  the  college  buildings;  it  was  a  group  of  Amherst  men, 
headed  by  Rev.  Da\'id  Parsons,  who  became  personally  responsible  for  a 
balance  of  815,000  necessary  to  raise  tlie  charity  fund  to  the  sum  of 
$50,000  as  guaranteed  by  its  constitution.  I'he  town  and  the  college  have 
been  closely  associated  since  the  latter  was  first  founded  ;  there  has  been 
a  recognized  community  of  interest  which  has  -been  of  mutual  benefit. 

As  early  as  1762,  thirty  years  before  the  incorporation  of  Williams 
College,  the  need  of  a  collegiate  institution  in  the  Connecticut  valley  had 
become  apparent  to  many,  and  measures  had  been  taken  for  the  founding 
of  such  an  institution  in  Plampshire  county.  The  General  Court,  in  1762, 
in  answer  to  a  petition  signed  by  many  inhabitants  of  the  county,  brought 
in  a  bill  for  establishing  an  Academy  in  the  western  parts  of  this 
Province,"  which  passed  to  be  engrossed  but  was  finally  lost.  Francis 
Barnard,  at  that  time  governor  of  the  Province,  made  out  a  charter  incor- 
porating Israel  Williams  and  ele\  en  others  ^^jubody  politic  by  tlie  name  of 
the  President  and  I'Y^llows  of  Queen's  College."  The  -college  was  to  be 
located  in  Northampton,  Hatfield  or  Hadley.  This  charter,  owing  to  the 
strenuous  opposition  of  PLirvard  College,  was  never  issued,  but  a  building 
was  erected  at  Platfield.  known  for  many  years  as  Queen's  College." 
At  a  meeting  of  the  Franklin  county  association  of  ministers,  held  in 
Shelburnein  1815,  there  w  as  a  discussion  as  to  whether  a  college  would  be 
likely  to  fiourish  in  some  central  town  of  old  Hampshire  county,  and  as  to 
what  town  would  be  most  eligible  as  a  site  for  such  an  institution.  The 
body  were  agreed  that  a  college  thus  located  would  be  most  desirable, 
and  that  the  town  oi  Amherst  was  the  most  suitable  place  in  which  to 
establi^^h  it.  This  is  the  first  associated  action  on  record  looking  toward 
the  establishment  of  a  college  at  Amherst  :  it  is  especially  notable  as 
coming  from  outside  the  town  and  county. 

'i"he  original  aim  oi  the  promoters  of  the  charity  fund  was  tlie  estab- 
lishment at  Amherst  .Academy  of  a  professorship  of  languages,  with  a 
permanent  salar\-  ecjual  to  the  importance  and  dignity  of  such  an  oitice. 
Tlie  committee  appointed  to  solicit  subseriptions  soon  discovered  that  the 
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object  was  too  limited  to  attract  public  sympathy  or  aid  ;  they  therefore 
determined  to  enlarge  their  plan,  and  accordingly  framed  and  reported  a 
"constitution  and  system  of  by-laws  for  raising  and  managing  a  permanent 
Charity  Fund  as  the  basis  of  an  Institution  in  Amherst,  in  the  county  of 
Hampshire,  for  the  classical  education  of  indigent  young  ni^n  of  piety  and' 
talents,  for  the  Christian  ministry."  This  report  was  accepted  by  the  board 
of  trustees  of  Amherst  Academy  at  a  meeting  held  Aug.  iS.  iSiS.  The 
constitution  thus  adopted  was  drawn  up  by  Rufus  Graves,  Esq..  one  of  the 
incorporators  of  the  Academy  ;  it  was  submitted  to  Jeremiah  Mason  and 
Daniel  Webster,  and  both  pronounced  it  a  legal  instrument,  binding  in  law 
on  the  subscribers  to  the  fund.  Among  its  provisions  was  one  for  the 
incorporation  of  Williams  College  with  the  proposed  institution,  should  it 
be  thought  expedient  to  remove  the  college  to  Hampshire  county.  The 
amount  of  the  fund  was  to  be  not  less  than  $50,000  ;  five-sixths  of  the 
interest  of  the  entire  amount  was  to  be  appropriated  to  the  classical 
education  in  the  institution  of  indigent  pious  young  men  for  the  ministry, 
the  remaining  one-sixth  to  be  added  to  the  principal  for  its  perpetual 
increase.  The  management  and  appropriation  of  the  fund  was  to  be 
vested  in  the  trustees  of  Amherst  Academy,  until  the  classical  institution 
was  established  and  incorporated,  and  then  in  the  trustees  of  the  latter 
and  their  successors  forever.  There  were  to  be  seven  overseers  of  the 
fund,  the  four  highest  subscribers  being  permitted  to  appoint  one  overseer 
each,  the  other  three  to  be  elected  by  a  majority  of  the  votes  of  the  other 
subscribers;  this  board  of  overseers  were  to  be  self-perpetuating,  having 
power  to  fill  their  own  vacancies.  •  \^ 

Fully  impressed  with  the  importance  and  magnitude  of  their  under- 
taking, and  desirous  of  interesting  the  public  in  it  to  as  large  an  extent  as- 
possible,  the  trustees  of  Amherst  Academy  resolved  to  call  a  convention' 
of  the  Congregational  and  Tresbyterian  clergy  of  the  counties  of  Hamp- 
shire, Franklin  and  Hampden  and  the  western  section  of  \\'orcester  county. 
This  convention  met  Sept.  29,  18 18.  at  the  meeting-house  of  the  First  Congre- 
gational parish  of  Amherst.  I'hirty-seven  towns  were  represented,  16  in- 
Hampshire  county,  13  in  FrankHn,  four  in  Hampden  and  four  in  Worcester. 
Amherst,  Greenfield  and  Granville  had  each  representatives  from  two 
parishes.  Tine  con\  ention  was  composed  of  36  clergymen  and  32  laymen  r 
Rev.  Joseph  Lyman,  1 ).  IX,  of  Hatfield*,  presided.  Hie  constitution  and 
by-laws  of  tlic  proposed  institution  were  read,  and,  after  some  discussion, 
the  whole  matter  was  referred  to  a  committee  of  twelve,  'i'he  committee 
presented  their  report  the  next  morning;  they  expressed  their  approval  of 
the  constitution,  recommended  Hampsiiire  count}-  as  the  most  <'Hgil)le  site 
for  such  an  institution,  but  in  regard  to  tiie  particuhir  town  in  the  county, 
while  favorably  disposed  toward  Amherst,  it  was  tliougiit  expedient  to  leave 
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that  question  to  the  decision  of  a  disinterested  committee  appointed  by 
the  convention.  Many  members  of  the  convention  favored  Northampton 
as  the  site  for  the  institution,  there  was  a  long  and  heated  discussion,  and 
it  was  not  until  Hon.  Samuel  Fowler  Dickinson  had  delivered  a  strong 
and  eloquent  address  in  favor  of  Amherst  that  the  convention  was  induced 
to  decide  on  the  latter  place. 

As  early  as  18 15,  the  trustees  and  many  of  the  friends  of  Williams 
College  had  begun  to  agitate  the  question  of  removing  that  institution  to 
some  place  in  Hampshire  county  where  it  would  be  more  favorably  situated 
and  easier  of  access.  At  that  time  Williams  College  had  two  buildings, 
5S  students,  two  professors  and  two  tutors  ;  its  income  fell  far  short  of  its 
•expenditures.  At  a  meeting  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  the  college,  held 
May  2,  1815,  a  committee  was  appointed  ''to  take  into  consideration  the 
removal  of  the  college  to  some  other  part  of  the  Commonwealth  ;"  this 
•committee  reported,  at  a  meeting  held  in  September,  that  such  a  removal 
was  ine.Kpedient,  at  the  present  time  and  under  existing  circumstances." 
Zephaniah  S.  Moore,  who  had  been  elected 'president  at  the  May  meeting, 
was  from  the  first  decidedly  in  favor  of  such  a  removal.  At  a  meeting  of 
trustees  of  Amherst  Academy,  held  Oct.  26,  181S,  a  committee  of  three 
was  appointed  to  confer  with  the  trustees  of  Williams  College  at  their 
iiession  to  be  held  in  Williamstown  on  the  second  I'uesday  of  November, 
to  communicate  to  them  the  result  of  the  convention  held  at  Amherst  in 
September.  The  trustees  of  Williams  College  made  no  reply  to  the  com- 
mittee from  Amherst,  but  at  their  meeting  resolved  that  it  was  expedient 
to  remove  the  college  on  certain  conditions,  and  appointed  a  committee  to 
visit  the  towns  in  Hampshire  county  and  determine  the  place  to  which  the 
•college  should  be  removed.  The  trustees  of  Amherst  Academy  appointed 
a  committee  to  confer  with  the  Williams  College  committee,  and  to  represent 
to  the  latter  the  claims  of  the  town  of  Amherst  to  be  the  seat  of  the 
college;  the  college  committee,  after  a  careful  inspection  of  the  towns  in 
the  valley,  were  unanimous  in  naming  Northampton  as  the  proper  site  to 
which  the  college  should  be  removed.  In  February,  1820,  the  trustees  of 
Williams^  College  petitioned  tlie  General  Court  for  permission  to  remove 
the  college  to  Northampton;  the  petition  was  rejected. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  trustees  of  Amherst  Academy,  held  in  March, 
1820,  they  took  measures  for  collecting  the  subscriptions  to  the  charity 
fund,  raising  additional  subscriptions.  eVecting  a  suitable  building  and 
opening  the  institution  for  the  reception  of  students.  Subscriptions  to 
this  fund  began  in  May,  1818,  and  in  one  year's  time  they  amounted  to 
$37,244.  Of  this  sum,  citizens  of  Amherst  had  contributed  59,210,  those 
of  other  towns  in  Hampshire  county  ^6,538,  those  in  L'ranklin  county 
towns  $12,5 1 1,  Worcester  county  $4,575,  Hampden  county  $745.  I'he 
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constitution  provided  that  the  fund  should  amount  to  at  least  $50,000  ;  to 
insure  the  raising  of  the  full  amount  a  guarantee  bond  in  the  sum  of  $1 5.000 
was  made  out  to  the  trustees  of  the  academy  and  signed  by  the  following  : 
Rev.  David  Parsons,  Samuel  F.  Dickinson,  Jarib  White,  Elijah  Boltwood, 
Hezekiah  \V.  Strong,  Enos  Baker,  John  Leland.  jr.,  Calvin  Merrill,  Joseph 
Church,  Jr.  Not  one  of  the  Amherst  subscribers  to  this  fund  was  accounted 
a  rich  man,  even  in  those  days  of  limited  fortunes  ;  they  gave  not  of  their 
abundance,  but  of  their  poverty  ;  not  because  they  could  spare  the  money, 
but  because  the  interests  of  education  demanded  it.  Of  the  signers  of 
the  guarantee  bond,  many  were  already  subscribers  to  the  fund;  David 
Parsons  had  given  ^^6oo.  Samuel  F,  Dickinson  S600,  Jarib  White  $150, 
Elijah  Boltwood  S200,  John  Leland,  Jr.  S150.  John  Eastman  was  not  one 
of  the  signers  of  the  bond,  but  subscribed  S400  to  the  fund  and  then  paid 
$1000  more  toward  indemnifying  the  signers.  JLlijah  Dickinson  gave  the 
land  for  the  site  of  the  college  buildings,  valued  at  $600.  Dr.  Rufus 
Cowles  gave  lands  in  Maine  valued  at  S3000. 

The  trustees  of  the  academy,  at  a  meeting  held  May  10,  1820,  appointed 
a  committee  to  procure  a  good  and  sufficient  title  to  the  ten  acres  of  land 
conditionally  conveyed  to  them  by  Col.  Elijah  Dickinson,  to  digest  a  plan 
of  a  suitable  building  for  the  institution,  to  procure  subscriptions,  donations 
or  contributions  for  defraying  the  expense  thereof,  and  to  prepare  the 
ground  and  erect  the  buildings  as  soon  as  the  necessary  means  were 
provided.  The  committee  secured  a  title  to  the  land,  marked  out  the 
ground  for  the  site  of  a  building  100  feet  long,  30  feet  broad  and  four 
stories  high,  and  invited  the  citizens  of  Amherst  friendly  to  the  project  to 
contribute  labor  and  materials  and  provisions  for  the  workmen.  Then  and 
not  until  then  did  it  become  fully  apparent  how  deep  and  how  widespread 
was  the  interest  that  had  been  awakened  by  the  project  in  the  community. 
There  were  many  whose  circumstances  prohibited  them  from  subscribing 
to  the  fund,  but  they  gave  freely  and  gladly  of  material  and  labor.  Nor 
were  the  citizens  of  Amherst  unaided  in  their  labors;  side  by  side  with 
them  were  residents  of  Pelham  and  Leverett  and  ]>elchertown  and  lladley, 
working  together  for  the  advancement  of  the  interests  of  education  and 
religion,  as  they  had  in  earlier  times  fought  side  by  side  for  the  common 
cause."  I'he  stone  for  tiie  foundation  was  brought  chieily  from  Pelham 
by  gratuitous  labor,  tlie  lir^t  load  being /urnished  as  a  free-will  offering  by 
Wells  South wr)rlh,  then  a  resident  of  Pelham.  who  afterwards  removed  to 
New  Haven,  Conn,  where  he  gained  wealth  and  dislinclion,  but  ever 
retained  his  interest  in  the  college  on  the  hill.  Donations  of  stone,  lumi)er, 
lime,  sand,  materials  of  all  kinds  came  in  from  e\'erv  fjiiarter,  and  teams  for 
hauling  and  men  for  handling  were  provided  in  abundance  without  i)rice. 
The  work  was  carried  on  day  and  night,  antl  by  the  9th  of  August  the  foun- 
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dations  were  nearly  completed  and  ready  for  laying  the  corner-stone. 
The  exercises  attendant  on  the  laying  of  this  corner-stone  were 
witnessed  by  hundreds  of  people  from  Amherst  and  surrounding  towns  ; 
they  were  solemn  and  impressive,  worthy  of  the  occasion  and  of  those 
who  bore  a  part  in  them.  A  procession  was  formed  at  the  academy  build- 
ing, headed  by  the  building  committee  and  the  workmen,  who  were  followed 
in  turn  by  the  academy  trustees,  the  subscribers  to  the  fund  then  present, 
a  number  of  the  neighboring  clergy  and  the  preceptors  and  students  of 
the  academy,  and  marched  to  College  hill.  The  order  of  exercises  was  as 
follows:  Prayer  by  Rev.  Mr.  Crosby  of  P^nfield,  la}ing  of  the  corner-stone 
by  Rev.  Dr.  Parsons,  president  of  the  board  of  trustees ;  an  address  by 
Noah  Webster,  Esq.,  vice-president  of  the  board ;  prayer  by  Rev.  Mr. 
Porter,  of  ]]elchertown  ;  sermon  by  Rev.  ]3aniel  A.  Clark,  of  Amherst; 
prayer  by  Rev.  Mr.  Grout,  of  Hawley.  The  sermon  and  address  were 
printed  the  same  year  by  request  of  the  trustees ;  from  the  address  the 
following  paragraphs  are  quoted  : 

"  We  are  assembled  this  day  to  lay  the  corner-stone  of  an  Edifice,  designed  for 
the  accommodation  of  the  benenciaries,  who  may  be  placed  on  the  fund  which 
your  benevolence  has  constituted  for  their  education  in  classical  literature  and  the 
sciences.  This  act  and  the  ceremonies  of  the  day  will  witness  to  you  the  sincere 
intentions,  and  ardent  desire  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Amherst  Acad'emy,  to 
carry  into  effect  the  design  of  the  liberal  charity  which  you  have  consecrated  to  the 
advancement  of  the  Christian  Church.  That  they  have  not  sooner  commenced  the 
execution  of  the  trust  reposed  in  them,  by  the  constitution  of  the  fund,  is  to  be 
ascribed  wholly  to  considerations  of  prudence  and  experience,  arising  out  of  cir- 
cumstances over  which  they  had  no  control.  If,  however,  this  delay  has  contributed 
to  strengthen  the  cause,  by  removing  obstacles  and  illuminating  the  path  of  duty, 
we  are  confident  that  the  patrons  of  the  institution  will  justify  the  Board,  in  this 
exercise  of  their  discretion. 

The  object  of  this  institution,  that  of  educating  for  the  gospel  ministry  young 
men  jn  indigent  circumstances,  but  of  hopeful  piety  and  promising  talents,  is  one 
of  the  noblest  which  can  occupy  the  attention  and  claim  the  contributions  of  the 
Christian  public.  It  is  to  second  the  efforts  of  the  apostles  themselves,  in  extending 
and  establishing  the  Redeemer's  empire — the  empire  of  truth.  It  is  to  aid  in  the 
important  works  of  raisins:  the  human  race  from  ignorance  and  debasement:  to 
enlighten  their  minds:  to  exalt  their  character;  and  to  teach  them  the  way  to 
happiness  and  to  glory.  'I'oo  lonc^  have  men  been  engaged  in  the  barbarous  works 
of  multiplying  the  miseries  of  human  life.  Too  long  have  their  exertions  and 
resources  been  devoted  to  war  and  plunder;  to  the  destruction  of  lives,  and 
property;  to  tlie  ravage  of  cities:  to  the  unnatural,  the  monstrous  emijh^}  nient  of 
enslaving  and  degrading  their  own  s])ecies.  Blessed  be  our  lot  I  We  li\  e  to  see  a 
new  era  in  the  history  of  man— an  era  when  ix-ason  and  religion  begin  to  resume 
their  sway,  and  to  impress  the  heavenly  truth,  that  the  appropriate  business  of 
men,  is  to  imitate  the  Saviour,  to  serve  their  God  ;  and  bless  their  fellow-men. 

Such  an  institution,  witli  an  appropriate  destination,  in  which  the  views  and 
ho[)es,  tile  liberality  and  i)rayers  of  an  extensive  Christian  conmuinitx',  may  be 
concentrated,  seems  to  be  a  desideratum  in  our  country;    audit  is  believed,  will 
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command  the  respect,  and  receive  the  patronage  of  the  public.  The  place  selected 
for  the  seat  of  this  seminary,  is  believed  to  be  peculiarly  well  adapted  to  secure  its 
prosperity.  It  is  to  be  situated  in  a  populous  country,  abounding  with  provisions; 
in  a  climate  remarkable  for  its  salubrity ;  in  a  village  where  no  peculiar  circum- 
stances exist  to  invite  dissipation  and  extravagant  expenditures;  surrounded  by  a 
well  cultivated  territor}'.  inhabited  by  people,  whose  moral,  religious  and  literary 
habits,  dispose  them  to  cherish  the  cultivation  of  the  mind,  and  the  propagation  of 
evangelical  truth — wdiile  the  extensive  prospect  and  diversified  scenery,  presented 
to  the  eye  from  this  elevation,  is  adapted  by  nature  and  by  art.  to  delight 
the  student,  and  to  furnish,  to  piety,  perpetual  sources  of  contemplation  and 
improvement. 

Let  us  then  take  courage  I  The  design  is  unquestionably  good,  and  its  success 
must  be  certain.  Small  efforts  combined  and  continued,  cannot  fail  to  produce  the 
desired  effect,  and  realize  the  hopes  of  its  founders.  Prudence  and  integrity  will 
subdue  opposition,  and  invite  co-operation ;  perseverance  will  bring  to  our  aid  new 
accessions  of  strength,  and  a  thousand  small  streams  of  charity  from  unexpected 
sources,  will  flow  into  the  common  current  of  benevolence  which  is  to  water  and 
refresh  this  nursery  of  gospel  ministers.  This  institution  will  grow  and  fiourish,. 
and  become  auxiliary  to  a  thousand  associations  which  Christian  philanthropy  has 
formed,  to  reclaim  and  evangelize  the  miserable  children  of  Adam.  Charity  will: 
nourish,  protect  and  augment  what  charity  has  begun;  and  the  prayers  of  piety^ 
will  invite  blessings  on  this  humble  effort  to  diffuse  the  gospel  of  peace." 

The  foundations  having  been  completed,  work  on  the  superstructure 
was  carried  on  with  even  greater  zeal,  so  that  on  the  nineteenth  daV  from 
the  laying  of  the  corner-stone  the  roof-timbers  were  erected  on  the  building.. 
When  work  on  the  building  began,  the  building  committee  were  without 
funds  and  dependent  upon  such  contributions  as  should  be  made  from 
time  to  time  to  carr}'  on  the  enterprise.  Repeatedly  during  the  progress 
of  the  work  they  were  compelled  to  notify  the  president  of  the  trustees 
that  they  could  proceed  no  further.  On  such  occasions  meetings  of  the 
trustees  would  be -called,  and  by  subscriptions  of  their  own  and  renewed, 
solicitation  for  voluntary  contributions,  funds  were  procured  that  enabled 
the  committee  to  prosecute  the  work.  And  so  generous  was  the  response 
to  these  appeals,  that  when  the  roof  and  chimneys  were  completed,  the  bills 
unpaid,  and  unprovided  for  were  less  than  $1300.  Work  was  suspended 
during  the  winter  months,  but  was  resumed  in  the  spring,  and  the  interior 
of  the  building  finished  by  similar  means  and  with  equal  dispatch.  l>y  the 
middle  of  June  the  building  was  so  near  completion  that  the  trustees  made 
arrangements  for  its  dedication,  in  connection  with  the  inauguration  of  the. 
president  and  ])rofessors,  and  the  opening  of  the  college  in  September. 
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CHAPTER  XXIV. 


Zephaniah  Swift  Moore,  First  President  of  Amherst  College. — 
RuFus  Graves.— Samuel  F.  Dickinson. — HezekiahW.  Stronc;. 
.   — Life  at  the  College  in  its  Early  Days. — He.man  Hum- 
phrey Elected  President. — How  the  Charter  was  Secured. 
— Events  of  President  Humphrey's  Administration. 

The  trustees  of  Amherst  Academy,  at  a  meeting  held  May  8,  1S21, 
Voted  unanimously  that  the  ]\ev.  Zephaniah  Swift  IMoorebe,  and  is  hereby 
elected  President  of  the  Charity  Institution  in  this  town."  The  salary  of 
the  president,  who  was  also  to  serve  as  professor  of  theology  and  moral 
philosophy,  was  to  be  $1200  per  annum  and  "the  usual  perquisites."  At 
the  same  meeting  it  was  voted  to  build  a  house  for  the  president,  if  sufficient 
donations  in  money,  material  and  labor  could  be  procured.  Zephaniah 
Swift  Moore  was,  at  the  time  he  received  the  invitation  to  become  the  first 
president  of  the  new  institution,  president  of  Williams  College.  He  had 
taken  great  interest  in  the  movement  made  to  relocate  the  college  in 
Hampshire  county,  and  when  it  failed  he  determined  to  resign  from  the 
presidency.  In  his  letter  accepting  the  call  to  Amherst,  he  wrote:  *' 1 
should  be  wholly  averse  to  becoming  united  with  any  institution  which 
proposes  to  give  a  classical  education  inferior  to  that  given  in  any  of  the 
Colleges  in  New  England."  That  the  trustees  were  in  sympathy  with  this 
declaration  is  shown  by  the  fact  that,  at  their  meeting  in  June,  they  voted 
that  the  qualifications  of  candidates  for  admission  to  the  institution,  and 
the  course  of  studies  to  be  pursued  during  the  four  years  of  membership, 
should  be  the  same  as  those  established  in  ^'ale  College.  'J'he  trustees  also 
elected  Rev.  Gamaliel  S.  Olds  to  be  professor  of  mathematics  and  natural 
philosophy,  and  Joseph  Estabrook  to  be  professor  of  the  Greek  and  Latin 
languages. 

September  18,  182  i,  the  exercises  of  dedication  and  inauguration  were 
held  in  the  church-building  of  the  First  parish,  'i'he  exercises  included, 
introductory  remarks  by  Xoaii  Webster,  J'>sq.:  prayer  by  Rev.  Mr.  Crosby, 
of  Enfield  ;  a  sermon  by  Rew  Dr.  Lelancl.  of  Charleston,  S.  C.;  the  induc- 
tion into  ofiice  of  the  president  and  one  of  the  professors,  the  other  pro- 
fessor being  absent;  brief  addresses  by  President  Moore  and  Professor 
Estabrook,  and  a  concluding  prayer  b}-  Rew  Mr.  Snell  of  Xoi th  Urooktield. 
At  the  close  of  the  exercises  a  collection  was  taken  for  the  benefit  of  tlie 
institution  and  the  corner-stone  of  the  })resident"s  house  was  laid.  The 
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following  day  the  college  was  opened,  and  after  examinations  v>ere  held, 
forty-seven  students  were  admitted,  some  into  each  of  the  four  classes;  of 
this  number,  fifteen  accompanied  Dr.  Moore  from  Williams  College. 

In  an  address  delivered  at  the  celebration  of  the  one  hundred  and 
fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  organization  of  the  First  Congregational  church 
of  Amherst,  Nov.  7,  1SS9,  Professor  William  S.  Tyler  made  the  statement 
that  the  officers  and  members  of  the  church  and  congregation  were  the 
founders  of  Amherst  Academy  and  Amherst  College.  This  statement 
might  have  been  broadened  to  include  the  citizens  of  Amherst  generallv, 
but  it  is  true  that  the  leaders  in  the  First  church  at  that  time  v/ere  leaders 
as  well  in  establishing  the  elder  as  well  as  the  younger  institution,  'i'here 
was  help  from  without  the  town,  help  that  was  both  generous  and  necessary, 
but  the  brunt  of  the  burden  fell  upon  Amherst  men,  and  Amherst  women. 
The  town,  as  a  town,  had  no  part  in  the  enterprise.  From  the  beginning, 
the  relations  between  the  church  and  ilie  academy  and  college  were  most 
intimate  and  cordial.  The  first  meetings  for -prayer  and  conference  in  the 
village  and  tl:ie  social  religious  meetings  of  the  First  parish  was  held  for 
many  years  in  the  academy  building.  When  the  college  was  first  organized, 
morning  and  evening  prayers  were  held  in  the  meeting-house  on  the  hill; 
the  bell  in  the  same  structure  summoned  the  students  to  their  daily  exercises, 
and  on  the  Sabbath  the  faculty  and  students  worshiped  with  the  peotpie  of 
the  parish.  The  people  of  Amherst  were  proud  of  the  college  which  they 
had  done  so  much  to  establish;  they  have  never  lost  that  pride,  although 
in  later  years  the  bonds  of  fellowship  between  town  and  college  have  been 
less  closely  drawn. 

Zephaniah  Swift  Moore,  the  first  president  of  Amherst  College,  was 
born  in  1770.  in  the  town  of  l^dmer.  He  was  graduated  from  Dartmouth 
College  in  1793  ;  after  graduation  he  taught  in  an  academv  at  London- 
derry, X.  H.;  studied  tiieology  at  Somers,  Conn.;  was  licensed  to  ]jreach 
in  1796;  was  pa^^tor  of  the  church  in  Leicester,  ]\Lrss.,  eleven  years;  pro- 
fessor of  languages  at  Dartmouth  C'ollege,  four  years  until  1S15,  when  he 
was  elected  to  the  presidency  of  Williams  College.  During  his  presidency 
at  Williams  College  that  institution  prospered  greatly  ;  on  his  removal  to 
Amherst,  lie  was  followed  l)y  a  little  less  than  one-fifth  of  the  whole  numljer 
in  the  three  classes  to  which  they  belonged  at  the  Berkshire  College. 

liefore  proceeding  further  with  the'  history  of  the  college,  it  is  desirable 
that  a  little  si)ace  be  dex'oted  to  brief  .^ketches  of  those  who  may  w  ith 
propriety  be  st\led  its  '*  working  founders."  Among  these.  Professor 
Tyler  accords  the  place  of  iionor  to  Ivufus  Craves,  fannliarly  known  as 
"  Colonel  "  Ciiu  es.  Mr.  Craves  wa.s  born,  in  Sunderkmd  in  175S.  and  was 
graduated  from  I)artmouth  College  in  the  classof  1791.  Tiie  precise  date 
of  his  renioval  to  Amiierst  is  unknown,  but  in  kS  i  7  he  united  with  the  I*"irst 
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Congregational  church  in  this  town.  He  was  a  man  of  intellect  and  great 
ambition,  the  originator  of  many  schemes  which  for  some  reason  persisted 
in  refusing  to  yield  good  financial  returns.  When  the  plan  of  raising  a 
charitable  fund  for  the  education  of  indigent  young  men  for  the  gospel 
ministry  was  adopted  by'the  trustees  of  Amherst  Academy,  they  determined 
to  employ  Colonel  Graves  as  their  agent.  No  choice  could  have  been 
more  fortunate  ;  in  his  character  were  embraced  qualities  that  particularly 
fitted  him  for  the  task  in  hand.  He  was  earnest,  enthusiastic,  persistent ; 
he  knew  how  to  appeal,  exhort,  command.  When  the  project  was  simply 
the  enlargement  of  Amherst  Academy  by  the  addition  of  a  professorship 
of  languages,  he  met  with  little  encouragement,  but  when  it  \\  as  decided  to 
lay  the  foundations  for  a  collegiate  institution  he  gave  himself  to  the  enter- 
prise with  an  enthusiasm  that  commanded  success.  He  went  to  every 
part  of  the  state,  interviewed  thousands  of  people  of  all  conditions  in  life, 
argued  with  them,  pleaded  with  them,  and,  if  necessary,  almost  constrained 
them  to  contribute  sums  ranging  in  amount  from  ten  dollars  to  one  thousand 
dollars.  To  his  earnestness  and  enthusiasm  was  due  in  large  measure  the 
raising  of  the  charity  fund,  the  real  corner-stone  of  Amherst  College. 

Associated  with  him,  but  in  a  different  line  of  work,  were  Samuel 
Fowler  Dickinson  and  Hezekiah  Wright  Strong.  Concerning  these  two 
men  more  will  be  related  in  following  chapters  ;  at  present  they  wHl  be 
considered  only  in  their  relation  to  the  establishment  of  the  college. 

Samuel  Fowler  iJickinson  was  graduated  from  Dartmouth  College  in 
1795  ;  being  an  educated  man  he  naturally  took  an  interest  in  educational 
affairs.  He  was  one  of  the  incorporators  of  Amherst  Academy,  and  when 
the  attempt  was  made  to  raise  the  charity  fund  it  was  at  his  suggestion 
that  the  object  was  changed  from  the  founding  of  a  professorship  to  the 
establishment  of  a  collegiate  institution.  He  was  among  the  first  sub- 
scribers to  the  fund  and  one  of  the  signers  of  the  S 1  5,000  guarantee  bond. 
It  is  doubtful  if,  without  his  aid,  the  tirst  college  building  could  have  been 
completed.  I'ime  and  again  when  the  funds  were  exhausted,  he  pledged 
his  private  property  at  the  bank  that  the  work  might  go  on.  When  there 
was  no  money  to  pay  for  teams  to  draw  the  brick  or  men  to  handle  them, 
he  sent  his  own  horses  and  his  own  laborers  to  assist.  He  boarded  some 
of  the  laborers,  paying  tiicir  wages  out  of  his  own  pocket.  He  actually 
made  himself  poc^r  that  the  work  in  'wh'ch  he  was  so  deeply  interested 
might  prosper. 

Hezekiah  Wright  Strong  was  son  of  judge  Simeon  Strong,  and 
although  not  a  college  graduate  took  a  dee]")  interest  in  all  educational 
matters.  He,  also,  was  among  the  incorporators  of  Amherst  Academy. 
When  the  projM)sition  was  first  made  to  remove  Williams  College  to  Hamp- 
shire county  he,  in  connnon  with  many  others,  determined  that  it  siiould 
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come  to  Amherst.  He  selected  College  hill  as  the  proper  site  for  the 
institution,  and,  one  moonlight  evening,  accompanied  by  Col.  Graves,  he 
vi^sited  the  grounds,  measured  the  land  and  marked  out  the  spot  where 
the  first  building  was  to  stand.  Pie  was  one  of  the  men  who  signed  the 
$15,000  guarantee  bond,  and  served  for  many  years  as  one  of  the  over- 
seers of  the  charity  fund. 

The  first  year  of  President  Moore's  administration  was  a  busy  and 
prosperous  one  at  the  college.  Instructors  and  students  entered  upon 
their  work  with  an  earnestness  and  enthusiasm  that  commanded  success. 
From  the  beginning.  President  iMoore  inspired  all  with  whom  he  came  in 
contact  with  respect  and  admiration.  A  scholarly  man,  of  deep  religious 
convictions,  giving  himself  unreservedly  to  his  work,  he  possessed  attri- 
butes of  mind  and  heart  which  won  the  affection  of  his  fellow  laborers,  his 
pupils  and  the  community  in  which  he  lived.  Needless  to  say,  the  gaining 
of  an  education  at  Amherst  College  in  its  earlier  }'ears  was  attended  with 
difficulties  which,  to  a  student  of  later  years,  would  seem  insurmountable. 
Class-rooms  and  recitation-rooms  were  lacking,  there,  was  scarcely  anything 
in  the  way  of  equipment.  Recitations  were  held  in  the  rooms  occupied  by 
the  students  ;  the  college  library,  contained  in  a  case  scarcely  six  feet 
wide,  was  placed  in  an  entry  of  the  first  building.  The  first  catalog  of  the 
institution  was  issued  in  March,  1822  ;  it  was  a  single  sheet,  12x14  in«ches 
in  size,  printed  only  on  one  side.  The  faculty  comprised  the  president, 
three  professors,  of  whom  one  was  never  installed,  and  one  tutor.  The 
number  of  students  was  59.  of  whom  three  were  seniors,  six  juniors,  nine- 
teen sophomores  and  thirty-one  freshmen.  I'he  first  commencement 
exercises  were  held  Aug.  28,  1822,  in  the  meeting-house  of  the  First  parish. 
The  graduates  were  two  in  number,  Fbenezer  S.  Snell  and  Pindar  Field  ; 
a  third  member  of  the  senior  class,  Fzra  Fairchikl  left  before  the  close  of 
the  year  and  did  not  receive  his  degree  until  1852.  As  the  institution  had 
no  charter,  and  no  authority  to  confer  degrees,  the  graduates  were  gi\en 
certificates  in  Latin  'that  they  had  honorably  completed  the  usual  college 
course. 

In  the  summer  of  1822,  work  was  begun  on  the  second  college 
building,  afterwards  known  as  North  College ;  a  subscription  of  $30,000 
was  opened  to  pay  for  this  building,  to  settle  debts  already  contracted  and 
defray  other  necessary  expenses.  In  tlie  winter  of  1822-23,  ^bis  building 
was  comi)leted  and  occu|)ied.  Two  rooms  in  the  fourth  story  of  the  new 
building  v,  ere  K-ft  without  partitions  between  them  or  the  entry  adjoining, 
and  were  convened  into  a  iiall  which  served  as  a  cha]K'l  and  lecture-room. 
I1ie  second  t  atalo-,  published  in  October,  1822,  contains  the  names  of  tlie 
overseers  of  the  charity  fund,  as  well  as  faculty  and  students.  The 
teaching  force  had  been  enlarged  by  the  addition  of  two  tutors;  the 


i66 


HISTORY  OF   THE  TOWN   OF  AMHERST,  MASS. 


Students  numbered  9S,  including  five  seniors,  twenty-one  juniors,  thirty-two 
sophomores  and  forty  freshmen.  The  term  bills  including  tuition,  room- 
rent,  etc.,  were  from  ten  to  eleven  dollars  a  term  ;  board  was  from  one 
dollar  to  one  dollar  and  a-quarter  a  week,  wood  from  one  dollar  and  a-half 
to  two  dollars  a  cord,  washing  from  twelve  to  twenty  cents  a  Aveek.  Two 
literary  societies,  the  .Mexandrian  and  Athenian,  and  a  society  afterwards 
called  the  "  Society  of  Religious  Inquiry  "  were  organized  soon  after  the 
opening  of  thp  institution.  The  college  felt  the  influence  of  its  first 
religious  revival  during  the  spring  term  of  1823  ;  as  a  result  of  this  revival 
there  were  twenty-three  conversions,  only  thirteen  students  remaining  \\  ilh- 
out  a  personal  faith  and  hope  in  Christ. 

The  labor  and  responsibility  that  devolved  upon  President  Moore  in 
the  governnient  and  management  of  affairs  of  the  new  institution  were 
more  than  any  one  man  could  undertake  with  safety  to  himself.  In  addi- 
tion to  his  duties  as  president  of  the  college  and  chairman  of  the  board  of 
trustees,  he  heard  all  the  recitations  of  the  seniors  and  a  part  of  those  of 
the  sophomore  class.  He  was  also  active  in  promoting  the  financial 
interests  of  the  institution,  and  was  compelled  to  make  several  journeys  to 
Eoston  in  its  behalf.  The  revival,  which  was  welcomed  by  him  as  by  all 
friends  of  the  institution,  added  greatly  to  his  labors  and  responh-ibilities. 
The  strain  proved  too  great  for  liis  constitution,  naturally  strong,  and  on 
June  25,  1S23,  he  was  attacked  by  illness  which,  four  days  later,  resulted 
in  his  death.  The  college  could  not,  at  that  time,  have  suffered  a  greater 
misfortune.  I'he  students  were  so  deeply  impressed  with  their  loss,  and  so 
fearful  of  what  the  future  had  in  store  for  the  college,  the  members  of  the 
senior  class  requested  of  the  trustees  that  they  be  released  from  participat- 
ing in  any  commencement  exercises  and  from  all  further  connection  with 
the  college.  At  the  earnest  request  of  the  trustees  they  consented  to  remain 
and  were  graduated  in  due  form. 

In  July,  1823,  Rev. 'Heman  Humphrey  was  chosen  to  the  presidency 
of  the  college.  Dr.  Humphrey  was  born  in  West  Simsbury.  Conn., 
March  26,  1779.  He  was  graduated  from  Yale  College  in  1S05  ;  studied 
theology  with  Rev.  Mr.  Hooker  at  Goshen,  Conn.;  was  ordained  and 
installed  as  pastor  of  the  church  in  Fairfield,  C'onn..  March  16.  1807  : 
became,  in  1817,  pastor  of  the  church  at  Pittsfield,  Mass.,  and  was  still 
engaged  in  the  duties  of  this  pastorate*  when  summoned  to  the  presidency 
of  Amherst  College.  The  circumstances  attendant  upon  the  inauguration 
of  the  new  administration  were  far  fr(>m  auspicious.  The  college  had  yet  to 
gain  a  place  aiudng  the  recognized  institutions  of  learning  in  the  state  : 
its  financial  resources  were  inadecpiate  to  provide  for  its  numerous  and 
pressing  needs  ;  its  students,  who  had  come  to  regard  President  Moore  as 
the  embodiment  of  all  go(Hl  in  the  college,  were  at  lirst  inclined  to  look 


^1;  1  -ri'^-' 


PRESIDENT   HEMAX  HUMPHREY. 


167 


with  little  favor  upon  his  successor.  He  accepted  the  call  to  Amherst  with 
reluctance,  and  only  after  he  was  thoroughly  convinced  that  it  was  in  the 
line  of  his  duty.  He  was  -installed  as  president,  Oct.  15,  1S23.  His 
inaugural  address  was  remarkable  for  its  sound  common  sense,  its  practical 
wisdom,  its  vigor  of  thought  and  felicity  of  expression  ;  it  convinced  all 
who  listened  to  it  that  the  trustees  had  made  no  mistake  in  their  choice, 
that  the  right  man  had  been  inducted  into  ofhce. 

The  total  number  of  students  at  the  college  when  Dr.  Humphrey 
acceded  to  the  presidency  was  126,  of  whom  19  were  seniors,  29  juniors, 
41  sophomores  and  37  freshmen.  The  faculty  consisted  of  the  same  persons 
who  had  been  associated  with  President  Moore,  with  the  addition  of  Samuel 
M.  Worcester  as  tutor.  In  1S24,  Rev.  Nathan  W.  I'lske  succeeded  Joseph 
Estabrook  as  professor  of  the  Latin  and  Greek  languages.  Dr.  Humphrey's 
duties  were  many  and  arduous  ;  he  was  the  sole  teacher  of  the  senior  class, 
presided  at  the  weekly  declamations  in  the  chapel,  preached  occasionally 
at  the  First  parish  meeting-house  so  long  as  the  students  worshiped  there, 
and  when  a  separate  organization  was  formed  became  the  pastor  of  the 
College  church.  He  drew  up  the  hrst  code  of  written  and  printed  *'  Laws 
of  the  Collegiate  Charity  Institution,"  and  did  much  to  introduce  order 
and  system  into  the  still  imperfectly  organized  seminary;  at  the  same  time 
he  was  actively  engaged  in  the  endeavor  to  raise  funds  and  to  secure  a 
charter  for  the  institution. 

The  first  application  to  the  Legislature  for  a  charter  was  made  during 
the  winter  session  of  1S23  ;  in  January  of  that  year,  the  petition  of  Presi- 
dent ]\Ioore  that  the  Institution  in  Amherst  for  giving  a  classical  education 
to  pious  youiig  men  may  be  incorporated  "  was  referred  to  a  joint  committee 
of  the  two  Plouses.  President  Moore  and  other  friends  of  the  college 
appeared  before  this  connnittee,  suggesting  as  was  common  in  such  matters, 
that  the  question  be  referred  to  the  next  General  Court,  llie  connnittee 
so  reported,  but.  contrary  to  precedent  and  to  the  expectation  of  tlic  frieiids 
of  the  college,  the  report  was  not  accepted  and  the  petition  was  rejected  l)y 
both  Houses,  nearly  all  the  members  voting  against  it,  including  the  repre- 
sentative from  Amherst.  Aaron  Merrick,  who  was  elected  representative 
from  Amher.^t  in  May,  1822,  anc]  who  served  at  the  (ieneral  Court  session 
held  in  the  winter  of  1823,  was  son  of  James  TJerrick,  who  was  one  of 
the  original  members  of  the  Second  p'arish.  The  hard  feelings  that  had 
been  engendered  by  the  organization  of  the  Second  church  were  still 
cherished  by  the  members  of  the  two  parishes,  and,  as  Amherst  College 
was  closely  identified  with  the  First  parish,  it  is  more  than  possible  that 
tile  Amiierst  rcpreseritative  was  intluenced  in  his  action  by  })ersonal 
considerations. 
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The  friends  of  the  college  were  not  discouraged  at  the  failure  of  their 
first  effort  to  gain  recognition  from  the  state.  At  the  session  of  the  Legis- 
lature held  in  the  spring  and  summer  of  1823,  a  petition  for  a  charter  for 
the  college  was  presented  by  its  president  and  members  of  its  board  of 
trustees,  accompanied  by  a  memorial  from  the  subscribers  to  the  charity 
fund,  stating  that  the  institution  at  Amherst  had  already  accomplished 
great  good  and  praying  that  the  petition  of  the  trustees  be  granted.  The 
petition  and  memorial  were  referred  to  a  joint  committee,  which  reported 
in  favor  of  the  petitioners  having  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill.  The  House  and 
Senate  concurred  in  referring  consideration  of  the  report  to  the  next 
General  Court.  This  action  was  taken  in  June,  and  the  next  session  of 
the  General  Court  was  to  be  held  in  January,  1824.  The  friends  and 
opponents  of  the  college  spent  the  intervening  time  in  preparing  for  the 
struggle  that  was  to  come.  The  friends  of  Williams  and  Harvard  Colleges 
and  of  Brown  University  were  active  in  their  opposition  to  the  granting  of 
a  charter  to  Amherst  College.  The  trustee  of  Williams  College  were 
especialy  prominent  in  their  opposition  foreseeing  that  the  new  institution 
must  come  in  serious  competition  with  the  Berkshire  college. 

Jan.  21,  1824,  the  report  of  the  joint  committee  in  favor  of  granting 
a  charter  came  up  in  the  Senate ;  it  was  debated  during  the  greater  part  of 
three  days  by  some  of  the  ablest  men  in  that  body.  The  opponents  of 
the  charter  argued  that  another  college  was  not  needed,  that  Williams 
College  would  be  injured,  that  it  was  inexpedient  to  multiply  colleges,  that 
the  petitioners  would  ask  for  money.  There  w^as  also  considerable  oppo- 
sition to  the  new  institution  on  account  of  its  orthodoxy.  The  weight  of 
argument  was  in  favor  of  the  college,  and  when  the  question  was  put  to 
vote  twenty-two  out  of  thirty-seven  senators  were  recorded  in  favor  of 
granting  the  charter.  The  contest  was  renewed  in  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives, and  after  a  debate  lastinr:;  four  days  the  subject  was  postponed  for 
one  week  ;  at  the  end  of  that  time,  after  some  further  discussion,  a  vote 
was  taken  on  the  question  of  concurring  with  the  Senate,  and  was  decided 
in  the  negative  by  a  majority  of  19  votes  out  of  199. 

The  trustees  and  friends  of  the  college  was  disappointed  but  not  dis- 
heartened ;  they  determined  to  renew  the  struggle  for  state  recognition 
immediately.  When  the  (General  Court  met  in  May,  1824,  a  petition  was 
presented  for  a  charter  for  the  college,  signed  by  the  trustees  ;  tiiis  was 
backed  by  another  pctiticjn  of  the  founders  and  i)roprietors,  signed  hy 
about  four-fifths  of  the  subscribers  to  the  charity  fund.  These  ])etitions 
were  referred  to  a  joint  committee  of  Senate  and  House,  which,  after 
listening  to  the  arguments  submitted  bv  friends  and  oj)ponents  of  the 
college,  reported  that  the  j:)elitioners  have  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill.  This 
report  was  accepted  by  tiie  Senate  with  little  opposition.    There  was  a 
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determined  effort  made  in  tlie  House  to  secure  an  indefinite  postponement, 
or  reference  to  the  next  General  Court  ;  both  these  motions  having  been 
voted  down  by  a  large  majority,  it  was  decided,  after  extended  argument, 
to  refer  the  report  of  the  joint  committee  and  all  the  papers  relating  to  the 
case  to  a  committee  of  five  members,  with  power  to  send  for  persons  and 
papers,  to  sit  at  such  time  and  place  as  they  should  deem  expedient,  and 
to  inquire  in  substance,  ist,  what  reliable  funds  the  institution  had  ;  2d, 
what  means  had  been  resorted  to  by  the  petitioners,  or  by  persons  acting 
in  their  behalf,  to  procure  subscriptions  ;  and  3d,  what  methods  had  been 
adopted  to  obtain  students.  The  members  appointed  to  serve  on  this 
committee  were  intelligent  and  fair-minded  men,  but  none  of  them  were  in 
sympathy  with  the  orthodox  religious  opinions  held  by  the  founders  of  the 
college. 

The  committee  met  at  Boltwood's  hotel  in  Amherst,  Oct.  4.  The 
trustees  and  friends  of  the  college  had  made  thorough  preparation  for  the 
rigid  investigation  which  they  knew  was  to  come.  Money  was  raised  in 
Amherst  and  in  Boston  to  make  good  the  $15,000  guarantee  bond.  The 
investigation  lasted  for  more  than  two  weeks  and  was  thorough  and 
exhaustive.  All  books  and  papers  belonging  to  the  institution  were  sub- 
mitted to  the  committee  ;  every  subscription  note  and  obligation  was  care- 
fully examined.  As  a  result  of  these  labors,  the  committee  submitted  to 
the  House,  Jan.  8,  1825,  a  report  favorable  to  the  institution  in  all  essential 
features,  closing  with  the  recommendation  that  a  charter  be  granted.  This 
report  was  accepted  by  the  House,  Jan.  28  ;  by  the  Senate,  Jan.  29.  Feb. 
21,  the  bill,  having  been  somewhat  amended,  passed  to  be  enacted  in  both 
branches  of  the  Legislature,  and  having  received  the  signature  of  the 
acting  governor,  XIarcus  ^Morton,  became  a  law,  and  Amherst  College  a 
chartered  institution.  Information  of  the  i^rantin^r  of  the  charter  was 
received  with  great  rejoicing  in  the  town  of  Amherst, 

No  one  man  was  more  active  or  influential  in  gaining  a  charter  for 
Amherst  College  than  was'President  Humphrey.  He  realized  fully  that  a 
critical  time  had  arrived  in  the  history  of  the  institution,  that  without  formal 
recognition  by  the  state  it  could  never  hope  to  gain  the  power  for  useful- 
ness anticipated  by  its  founders.  He  was  a  persistent  worker,  leaving  no 
stone  unturned,  no  intluence  untried,  that  mifrht  aid  in  L-ainin-i  the  desired 
end.  In  so  doing,  lie  gained  greatly  in  the  esteem  of  his  fellow-workt-rs 
and  in  the  respect  and  lo\  e  of  the  students  at  the  college.  l-'rom  unpopuhir- 
ity,  accidental  as  it  was  undeserved,  he  w'.)n  an  esteem  and  affecti(ui  as 
generous  as  the  heart  of  man  could  desire.  His  sound  common  sense  and 
practical  wi.sdoin,  united  witii  high  moral  and  Christi.m  priiu  iple  iiad  a 
most  beneficent  inliiunice  ui)on  the  lives  and  characters  of  the  students  at 
the  college.     He  taught  them  not  ah^ne  the  wisdom  in  books,  but  liow  to 
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think  and  reason  for  themselves.  He  gave  as  much,  if  not  more,  thought 
to  the  development  of  character  than  of  intellect.  Under  his  wise  and 
careful  administration  the  college  grew  and  prospered,  ranking  at  one  time 
in  the  number  of  its  students  above  Harvard  and  second  only  to  Yale 
among  the  collegiate  institutions  of  New  England. 

The  protracted  struggle  to  secure  its  charter  brought  Amherst  College 
prominently  before  the  public  ;  the  result  was  at  once  apparent  in  a  great 
gain  in  its  membership.  The  number  of  students  enrolled  in  1S23  was 
126,  in  1S24  it  had  increased  to  136,  in  1S25  to  152.  and  in  1836  it  attained 
the  aggregate  of  259.  A  catalog  of  the  faculty  issued  in  October,  1825, 
printed  for  the  first  time  in  Amherst,  contains  the  following  names  :  Rev, 
Heman  Humphrey,  I).  ]).,  president,  professor  of  menial  and  moral  philos- 
ophy and  professor  of  divinity;  Rev.  P'dward  Hitchcock,  A.  JNI.,  professor 
of  chemistry  and  natural  history  ;  Rev.  Jonas  King,  A.  M.,  professor  of 
Oriental  literature  ;  Rev.  Nathan  W.  ]''iske,  A.  M.,  professor  of  the  Greek 
language  and  literature  and  professor  of  belles-lettres  ;  Rev.  Solomon  Peck, 
A.  M.,  professor  of  the  Hebrew  and  Latin  languages  and  literature; 
Samuel  M.  Worcester,  A.  M.,  professor  of  rhetoric  and  oratory  ;  Jacob 
Abbott,  A.M.,  professor  of  mathematics  and  natural  philosophy  ;  Ebenezer 
S.  Snell,  A.  M.,  tutor  of  mathematics.  The  same  catalog  gives  the  name 
of  John  Leland,  Esq.  as  treasurer,  and  Rufus  Graves  as  financier. 

The  professors  were  mostly  young  men  and  comparatively  unknown 
in  the  world  of  letters,  but  they  were  filled  with  ambition  and  with  a  pro- 
gressive spirit  which  were  naturally  attractive  to  \'oung  men  about  to  enter 
college.  The  equipment  was  far  inferior  to  that  found  at  the  older  and 
wealthier  colleges.  The  college  library  existed  in  but  little  more  than 
name,  and  the  apparatus  for  the  illustration  of  the  sciences  was  rudimentary 
and  imperfect.  There  was.  however,  a  promise  of  better  things  to  come  ; 
friends  of  the  college,  who  had  stood  In'  it  in  its  darker  hours,  were  pre- 
paring to  aid  it  still  further  and  add  to  its  means  of  usefulness. 

Leading  events  of  the  administration  of  President  Humphrey  were 
the  adoption,  and  subsequent  withdrawal,  of  the  *'  parallel  course,"  the 
erection  of  tlie  chapel  building  and  a  new  dormitory,  the  unsuccessful 
appeal  for  aid  fr(jm  the  slate  treasury,  the  raising  of  a  fund  of  S5 0,000 
ainon;:  friends  of  the  college,  the  or2;anization  of  the  (/(jlleiie  church,  the 
revivals  of  1831  and  1835,  the  organi'/ation  of  the  Antivenenean  and  .\nti- 
slavery  societies  and  the  rebellion  of  one  of  the  classes  against  the  college 
authorities.  ( )f  these  events,  imi)ortant  in  themselves  and  especiallv  inter- 
esting: from  the  iniluence  exerted  bv  ihem  on  the  fortunes  of  tiie  college, 
space  permits  but  passing  nu-nlion. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  trustees  held  in  1S26,  the  faculty  sub- 
nutted  a  detailed  report  of  the  state  of  the  seminary  and  the  course  of 
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instruction,  together  with  remarks  upon  the  inadequacy  of  the  prevailing- 
systems  of  chissical  education  in  America  to  satisfy  the  public  demands. 
The  trustees  requested  the  faculty  to  draw  up  a  plan  providing  for  such 
improvements  as  they  deemed  desirable.  This  plan  v/as  submitted  to  the 
trustees  at  a  meeting  held  Dec  6.  1S26,  received  their  hearty  endorsement, 
and  it  was  determined  to  embody  these  suggestions  in  a  parallel  or  equiva- 
lent course  to  be  offered  to  the  students.  This  new  course  was  to  differ 
from  the  old  in  a  greater  prominence  given  to  English  literature,  the  sub- 
stitution of  the  modern  for  the  ancient  languages,  an  enlargement  of  the 
courses  in  physical  science,  natural  history  and  modern  history,  and  the 
study  of  the  elements  of  civil  aiul  political  law.  The  new  course  proved 
popular  the  tirst  year,  but  the  teaching  force  at  the  college  was  too  small  to 
properly  care  for  it,  so  at  a  meeting  of  the  trustees  held  m  1S29,  it  was 
voted  to  dispense  with  it. 

With  the  increase  in  the  number  of  students,  the  need  of  a  suitable 
place  for  public  worship  became  apparent.  •  At  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
trustees  in  1825,  the  prudential  committee  were  authorized  to  contract  for 
the  erection  of  a  chapel  building  and  also  for  a  third  college  edifice,  should 
they  deem  it  expedient ;  they  were  empowered  to  borrow  such  funds  as 
were  needed  to  erect  these  buildings  from  the  charity  fund,  from  banks  or 
from  individuals.  Work  on  the  chapel  was  begun  in  the  spring  of  1S26, 
and  it  was  dedicated  Feb.  28,  1827  ;  it  was  named  "  Johnson  chapel,"'  in 
honer  of  Adam  Johnson  of  Pelham,  who  had  bequeathed  some  $4000  to 
the  college  for  the  express  purpose  of  erecting  such  a  building.  It  con- 
tained in  addition  to  the  chapel  proper,  four  recitation  rooms,  a  room  for 
philosophical  apparatus  and  a  cabinet  for  minerals  on  the  lower  lloor,  two 
recitation  rooms  on  the  second  floor,  a  library  room  on  the  third  lloor  and 
a  laboratory  in  the  basement.  A  third  dormitory  building  w  as  erected  and 
completed  so  as  to  be  occupied  by  students  during  the  college  year  of 
1828-29.  stood  on  the  site  now  occupied  by  Williston  hall;  this  dormi- 
tor}-,  which  was  known  as  "  North  College,"  was  destroyed  by  fne  in  1859. 

When  the  two  new  buildings  were  completed,  the  college  was  heavily 
in  debt.  An  application  for  pecuniary  assistance  was  made  to  the  Legis- 
lature at  its  winter  session  in  1827.  'I'he  j^etition  was  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee, whose  members  manifested  a  willingness  to  aid  the  college,  but  as 
the  stat'j  finances  were  at  a  low  e'bb  they  felt  constrained  to  make  an 
unfavorable  report,  which  was  accepted  by  both  Houses.  'J'he  appeal  was 
renewed  in  1831  and  1832,  but  to  no  avail;  the  slate  had  funds,  but  was 
unwilling  to  gr.mt  them  to  an  institutivju  of  such  orthodox  religious  charac  ter 
as  .Amherst  (  'ollLge.  I'he  necessities  of  the  institution  being  in  gent,  it  was 
decided  to  appeal  to  the  public  for  the  aid  which  the  Legislature  had 
refused.     A  committee  composed  of  members  of  the  board  of  trustees  was 
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appointed  to  solicit  subscriptions.  They  met  with  greater  success  than  they 
had  dared  to  hope;  the  committee  was  appointed  in  ]\rarch  ;  at  the  com- 
mencement held   in  August  it  was  announced  that  $30,000  had  been 

.subscribed,  and  Decemljcr  3 1,  1832,  the  sum  amounted  to  $50,000.  Of 
this  amount,  the  people  of  Amherst  contributed  $3,000  ;  they  had  given 
but  little  short  of  $20,000  in  money  before  this  time. 

In  1825,  shortly  after  the  grant  of  the  charter,  measures  were  taken 
for  the  establishment  of  a  college  church.  At  a  meeting  of  the  trustees 
held  in  April,  Rev.  Heman  Humphrey,  Rev.  Joshua  Crosby  and  Rev. 
James  Taylor  were  appointed  a  committee  to  consider  the  expediency  of 

-establishing  such  an  organization.  The  committee  met  in  Amherst,  March 
7,  1826,  resolved  themselves  into  an  ecclesiastical  council,  and  acting  in 

.such  capacity  they  voted  to  proceed  to  form  a  church  in  Amherst  College. 
They  prepared  a  covenant  and  articles  of  faith,  to  be  subscribed  to  by 
those  desiring  to  enter  into  membership.  Thirty-one  students  were 
examined  by  the  council,  and  having  publicly  assented  to  the  articles  and 

■covenant,  were  constituted  the  "  Church  of  Christ  in  Amherst  College." 
In  October,  members  of  the  faculty,  together  with  the  wives  of  President 
Humphrey  and  Professor  Hitchcock,  were  admitted  to  the  church.  The 
church  remained  almost  a  year  without  a  pastor,  but  in  P^ebruary,  1S27. 
Dr.  Humphrey  was  formally   installed    as    the    first   pastor  of  College 

■church.  Eleven  churches  were  represented  in  the  council  assembled  on 
this  occasion,  including  three  in  Amherst.  The  pulpit  of  the  new  chapel 
was  occupied  by  the  pastor  every  other  Sabbath,  and  by  the  other  clerical 
members  of  the  faculty,  in  rotation,  on  alternate  Sabbaths,  in  the  year 
1827,  the  college  experienced  a  great  revival  of  religion,  as  one  result  of 
which  twenty  persons  united  with  the  church.    The  lirst  communion  service 

•  of  the  church  was  held  in  the  College  chapel,  Aug.  19,  1827.  Other 
revivals  of  religious  interest  occurred  during  President  Humphrey's  admin- 
istration, in  1S28,  183 1  and  1S35. 

In  August,  1S30,  the  Antivenenean  society  was  organized,  on  the  basis 

■of  a  pledge  of  total  abstinence  from  the  use  of  alcoholic  liquors,  opium 
and  tobacco.  In  1833,  an  anti-slavery  society  was  organized  among  the 
students.  'I'he  college  at  that  time  had  on  its  rolls  many  students  from 
the  Southern  states,  who  were  as  ardent  believers  in  the  institution  of 
slavery  as  those  from  the  Northern  and  Kastern  states  were  its  opponents. 
Such  a  society,  formed  at  such  an  institution,  was  bound  to  lead  to  tremble 
iimong  the  students.  'I'he  college  was  divided  into  hostile  ram})s,  and  the 
faculty,  feeling  that  the  institution  was  not  founded  as  a  school  of  moral 
or  political  reform,  and  fearing  that  its  reputation  as  well  a.-^  its  i)eace  and 
prosperity  migiu  be  in  danger,  endeavored  to  persuade  tlie  members  of  the 
society  to  dissolve  their  organization,    'i'he  society  comprised   in  its 
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membership  about  one-third  of  the  students  at  the  college;  they  were: 
sincere  in  their  convictions  and  declined  to  give  up  their  organization  with- 
out the  express  command  of  the  faculty  ;  the  latter  hesitated  for  a  time  tO' 
adopt  extreme  measures,  but  when  it  became  apparent  that  the  prosperity 
of  the  college  was  at  stake,  they  decreed  that  the  society  must  cease  to 
exist.  This  decision  was  very  unpopular  among  the  students,  and  some 
of  them  determined  to  sever  their  connection  with  the  college,  but  wiser 
counsels  prevailed.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  in  less  than  three  years 
thereafter,  in  the  autumn  of  1S36,  the  society  was  revived  with  the  express 
consent  and  approbation  of  the  faculty. 

As  early  as  1S34,  dissatisfaction  existed  among  the  students  at  the  ■ 
system  of  honorary  appointments  in  college  ;  the  junior  class  in  that  year 
petitioned  that  the  system  be  abolished,  but  the  trustees  denied  the 
petition.  In  1836,  the  petition  was  renewed,  signed  at  this  time  by  nearly 
if  not  quite  all  the  members  of  the  three  upper  classes;  the  trustees  again  ■ 
refused  to  make  changes  in  the  system.  Meanwhile  the  faculty  received 
many  applications  from  individual  students  to  be  excused  from  the  parts 
assigned  them,  on  the  ground  of  conscientious  opposition  to  the  system  of 
honorary  distinctions.  P'or  a  time  the  faculty  granted  these  requests,  until 
it  became  evident  that  there  was  a  purpose  on  the  part  of  the  students  to 
break  down  the  s}  stem  in  this  manner.    In  1837,  Gorham,  a  member 

of  the  junior  class,  refused  to  accept  an  appointuient  for  the  junior  exhibi- 
tion, accompanying  his  refusal  with  a  note  to  the  trustees,  expressing  his' 
contempt  for  the  system.  Tht  matter  was  referred  to  President  Humphrey, 
who  talked  very  plainly  to  the  young  man  ;  the  result  of  the  interview  was 
reported  to  the  faculty,  who  determined  that  Gorham  must  sign  an 
acknowledgment  that  the  language  he  had  employed  was  highly  improper^ 
and  that  he  deeply  regretted  his  action.  This  paper  Gorham  refused  to 
sign,  but  submitted  instead  a  paper  prepared  by  himself  that  was  far  from 
satisfactory  to  the  faculty,  and  he  was  accordingly  removed  from  college. 
The  members  of  the  junior  class  rallied  to  Gorham's  support,  and  with  one 
exception  signed  a  resolution  declaring  that  in  their  opinion  he  had  made 
every  concession  that  duty  and  justice  required.  For  this  expression  of 
opinion,  the  members  of  the  class  were  required  to  sign  a  written  confes- 
sion tiiat  they  iiad  acted  in  the  wrong.  For  some  time  it  was  in  doubt 
wliether  the  class  would  submit  to  this  discipline,  or  would  retire  from  the 
collegtr.  but  in  the  end  tlicy  submitted  to  the  decision  of  the  faculty. 

As  a  result  of  the  anti-slavery  excitement  and  the  Gorham  incident,  a 
feeling  of  discontent  and  disaffection  was  infused  into  the  student  body 
whi(  h  ( f)u](l  but  ha\'e  a  disastrous  eftect  upo!i  the  college.  Tlie  number  of 
students,  which  had  ste-adily  increased  from  the  beginning,  now  began  as 
steadily  to  diminish.     Many  of  the  alumni,  instead  of  remaining  warm 
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friends,  became  critics  of  the  institution  as  concerned  its  management, 
which  was  never  more  efficient  and  admirable.  The  finances  were  in  a 
bad  way,  the  expenses  yearly  exceeding  the  income  by  several  thousand 
■dollars.  The  college  had  no  endowment,  and  at  the  time  of  its  greatest 
prosperity  was  constantly  adding  to  a  debt  for  the  payment  of  which  there 
was  absolutely  no  provision.  The  Legislature  was  appealed  to  in  vain; 
the  trustees  finally  decided  to  make  an  effort  to  raise  $100,000  by  private 
subscription.  Rev.  William  Tyler,  the  first  agent  appointed  by  the  trustees, 
•during  the  years  1839  and  1840  raised  between  $4000  and  $5000,  mostly 
in  An.iherst.  In  1841,  Rev.  Joseph  Vaill,  a  trustee  of  the  college  from  the 
beginning,  was  appointed  financial  agent  of  the  institution.  Forfouryears 
he  labored  earnestly  and  persistently,  to  such  effect  that  in  August,  1845, 
he  reported  subscriptions,  conditional  and  unconditional,  amounting  to 
$67,000,  of  which  over  $50,000  had  been  collected  and  paid  into  the 
treasury.  During  these  four  years  David  Sears  had  given  $r 0,000  to  the 
college,  and  two  other  persons  had  expressed  their  intention  of  giving 
sums  sufficient  to  increase  the  fund  to  Si 00,000.  -  This  sum  was  largely 
^diminished  by  the  payment  of  debts  already  contracted,  so  that  little 
remained  to  meet  the  current  expenses  or  provide  for  an  endowment  fund. 
A  determined  effort  was  made  to  retrench  in  expenses,  the  number  of  tutors 
being  reduced  from  four  to  one,  and  the  salaries  of  president,  professors 
and  general  agent  being  cut  down. 

All  this  time  the  clamor  among  the  alumni  and  in  the  comnumity  was 
■growing  stronger  fo''  a  change  in  the  administration.  Seldom  has  a  popular 
movement  had  less  foundation  ii;  reason  or  justice.  President  Humphrey, 
by  his  wisdom  and  energy,  had  been  largely  instrumental  in  raising  the 
•college  froni  the  slough  of  despond  into  which  it  had  fallen  at  the  time  of 
the  death  of  President  Moore,  in  making  of  it  a  chartered  institution,  in 
providing  for  its  constantly  increasing  necessities,  in  bringing  it  up  to  the 
prosperity  and  popularity  which  Ijltssed  it  so  abundantly  in  1837.  That 
same  wisdom  aiid  energy  and  an  e.ntiring  devotion  to  the  interests  of  the 
college  marked  the  closing  years  of  his  administration,  but  were  uoi 
rewarded  with  a  like  success.  President  Huniphrey  was  a  victim  of  cir- 
cumstances which  he  was  powerless  to  control.  He  could  not  jirewnt  the 
irrepressible  conflict  between  slavery  and  anti-slavery  opinion  which  created 
dissensions  among  tlie  students,  he  could  not  reconcile  the  differences  of 
0]:)inion  in  regard  to  eollcgc  appfjintments  and  aw.uds,  lu'  could  not  m.d-:e 
a  financial  success  of  an  institution  that  h.ul  no  funds  and  no  endowments. 
All  that  one  man  could  do  for  an  institution  whose  welfare  was  as  dear  to 
him  as  his  own  life  IMesidcnt  Humphrev  did  for  Amherst  ('ollegc,  and 
when,  with  heavy  lu-art,  he  realized  that  his  administration  did  not  command 
that  full  respect  and  hearty  sympathy  from  the  public  wliich  was  absolutely 
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essential  to  the  welfare  of  the  college,  he  promptly  handed  in  to  the 
trustees  his  resignation,  which  they,  with  reluctance,  but  recognizing  the 
exigences  of  the  case,  accepted. 


CHAPTER  XXV. 


Edward  Hitchcock  Elected  President.— Generous  Endowments 
BY  Samuel  Williston  and  Ojhers. — President  Hitchcock's 
Resignation. — Professors  and  Instructors. — Original  Deed 
of  College  Land. 

The  meeting  of  the  trustees  at  which  the  resignation  of  President 
Humphrey  was  tendered  and  accepted,  was  held  in  Worcester  in  January, 
1844.  At  the  same  meeting,  the  trustees  chose  Prof.  E.  A.  Park  of 
Andover  to  fill  the  vacancy,  an  honor  which  Prof.  Park  declined.  At  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  trustees,  held  the  following  August,  Prof.  George 
Shepard  of  P>angor  was  chosen  president,  but  he,  also,  declined  the  office. 
At  a  special  meeting  held  in  December,  Rev.  Edward  Hitchcock,  LL.  D., 
was  elected  president,  and  professor  of  natural  theology  and  geology. 
Dr.  Hitchcock  accepted  the  appointment,  and  was  duly  inaugurated  as 
president,  in  April.  1845. 

I^dward  lEitchcock  was  born  in  Deertield.  May  24,  1793.  In  1826, 
he  was  a  special  student  of  theology  and  science  at  Yale  College,  from 
which  institution  he  had  already  received  the  honorary  degree  of  A.  M.  in 
1818.  I'rom  1816  to  1819.  he  was  principal  of  Deerlield  Academy;  from 
1S21  to  1825,  pastor. of  the  Congregational  church  at  Conway  ;  from  1825 
•to  1S45,  professor  of  chemistry  and  natural  history  at  Amherst  College. 
In  1830,  he  was  a^jpointed  state  geologist  of  Massachusetts;  in  18.10.  he 
recei\ed  the  degree  of  LL.  I),  from  Harvard  I'niversity.  His  work  in 
geology  early  attracted  the  attention  of  the  scientific  world.  During  his 
pastorate  at  C(^n\\ay  he  made  a  scientific  SiuA  ey  of  the  four  western  counties 
of  tile  st;ite,  leading  in  later  years  to  the  geological  survey  of  the  entire 
state,  undertaken  by  the  government  at  his  suggestion.  He  was  a  lover  of 
nature  and  nature's  Supreme  Puler. 

When  lie  entered  ui>on  h.is  duties  as  president,  the  alTairs  of  Amlu  rst 
College  were  in  a  critical  ccjndition.  Pefore  the  resignation  of  President 
Humphrey,  llie  trustees  and  faculty  liad  come  to  an  agreement  concerning 
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the  disposition  of  the  college  income  so  that  any  increase  of  the  debt 
might  be  avoided.  According  to  this  plan,  the  income  of  the  college, 
administered  and  appropriated  by  the  permanent  officers  themselves,  after 
the  deduction  of  all  necessary  expenses,  was  divided  among  them  as  their 
salary  and  means  of  support.  For  several  years  the  president  received  for 
his  salary  at  the  rate  of  $550,  and  each  professor  at  the  rate  of  $440  a 
year.  The  first  collegiate  year  of  the  new  presidency  opened  with  the 
same  number  of  freshmen  as  the  previous  year,  and  in  1S46-7  the  number 
was  increased  by  one  only.  For  a  long  time  it  was  in  doubt  whether  the 
college  was  to  continue  its  existence  as  a  college,  or  revert  into  a  seminary. 
But  better  things  were  in  btore.  On  the  day  of  President  Hitchcock's 
inauguration,  Hon.  Samuel  Williston  of  Easthampton  by  a  donation  of 
$20,000  founded  the  Williston  professorship  of  rhetoric-  and  oratory.  In 
1846,  Hon.  Abbott  Lawrence  subscribed  $1000  to  a  fund  for  the 
erection  of  a  building  for  scientific  purposes,  and  the  balance  of  the 
funds  needed  for  the  building  were  easily  raised.  During  the  same 
year,  ]\Ir.  Williston  and  Samuel  A.  Hitchcock,  Ksq.  of  Brimfield  contrib- 
uted $20,000  for  the  founding  of  a  professorship,  afterwards  known  as 
the  Hitchcock  professorship  of  natural  theology  and  geology  ;  Mr.  Willis- 
ton gave  still  another  $20,000  as  the  foundation  of  the  Graves  professor- 
ship of  Greek  and  Hebrew.  The  state,  which  had  refused  aid  to  the  college 
in  its  hour  of  greatest  need,  proved  more  kindly  disposed  when  others  had 
come  to  its  rescue,  and  in  1S47  the  Legislature  appropriated  $25,000  for 
the  use  of  the  college.  These  sums,  in  addition  to  $12,000  received  from 
David  Sears,  amounted  to  over  $100,000,  and  for  the  lirst  time  placed 
Amherst  College  on  a  secure  financial  foundation.  As  a  result  of  these 
generous  benefactions,  the  debts  of  the  college  were  paid,  the  term-bills  were 
reduced  from  $48'"  to  $42  per  year,  and  arrangements  were  made  for 
making  up  in  full  the  deficient  salaries  of  the  president  and  professors. 

The  Woods  Cabinet  and  Lawrence  Observatory  were  completed  in 
1848.  They  were  dedicated  June  28  of  that  year,  with  public  exercises  to 
which  the  friends  and  benefactors  of  the  college  were  invited,  and  at  which 
an  appropriate  and  eloquent  address  was  delivered  by  Hon.  William  1>. 
Calhoun  ;  it  was  a  day  of  general  rejoicing.  With  the  college  out  of  debt 
and  generous  additions  being  made  to  its  equipment,  there  came  a  corre- 
sponding increase  in  the  number  of  it.s  students.  Doubt  as  to  the  perma- 
nency of  the  in.^titution  no  longer  existed.  President  Hitchcock,  who  had 
accepted  the  office  in  an  emergency,  was  now  desirous  of  retiring,  but  tlie 
trustees  would  not  listen  to  .such  a  suggestion.  'l'he\-  urged  him,  instead, 
to  make  a  tour  (^f  I'.urope  for  tiie  benefit  of  his  healtii,  a  suggestion  which 
he  reluctantl}  acc  e  pted.  In  tompanv  with  Mrs.  Ilitchcoek,  he  was  absent 
from   .\mlieist  li\i.'  monllis,  during  which  lime  he  traveled  over  10,000 
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miles  ;  on  his  return  he  was  welcomed  by  the  students  with  enthusiasm, 
the  college  buildings  being  illuminated  in  the  evening  in  his  honor. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  trustees  in  1S50,  measures  were  adopted 
for  increasing  the  number  of  books  in  the  college  library,  and  for  the 
erection  of  a  suitable  library  building.  The  sum  of  $15,000  was  raised 
by  subscription,  of  which  $10,000  was  devoted  to  building  purposes  and 
$5000  to  the  purchase  of  books.  The  building  was  completed  in  1853, 
the  first  granite  structure  upon  the  college  grounds.  In  1852,  the  trustees 
established  a  scientific  department  which  met  with  little  favor  at  the  hands 
of  the  students  and  in  a  few  years  was  withdrawn.  In  1S38,  before  his 
election  to  the  presidency.  Dr.  Hitchcock  had  donated  to  the  college  his 
valuable  mineralogical  and  geological  collections.  In  1853,  he  made  a 
further  donation  to  the  institution  of  his  collection  of  fossil  foot-marks, 
valued  at  several  thousand  dollars,  the  most  complete  and  interesting  in 
America.  At  the  same  time  Edward  Hitchcock,  Jr.  presented  to  the  college 
a  fine  collection  of  Indian  relics. 

In  1854,  President  Hitchcock  suffered  so  much- from  ill  health  that  he 
felt  compelled  to  resign  his  office  ;  his  resignation  as  president  was  accepted 
by  the  trustees  with  much  regret,  but  he  was  induced  to  retain  his  position 
as  professor  of  natural  theology  and  geology.  The  closing  days  of  his 
administration  witnessed  one  more  generous  donation  to  the  college,  the 
sum  of  $10,000  being  given  by  the  trustees  of  the  estate  of  Samuel 
Appleton  for  the  erection  of  a  cabinet  of  natural  history.  The  administra- 
of  President  Hitchcock  marked  something  more  than  an  era  in  the  history 
of  Amherst  College  ;  it  witnessed  a  new  birth  of  the  institution,  \\'hen 
he  assumed  the  presidency,  the  college  was  struggling  amongst  the  quick- 
sands of  debt,  apparently  on  the  verge  of  dissolution;  within  the  ten  years 
of  his  term  of  office  it  was,  by  the  aid  of  generous  friends,  placed  on  the 
high  grounds  of  financial  prosperity.  For  the  first  time  since  the  founda- 
tion stones  of  old  South  College  were  laid,  the  college  was  out  of  debt 
and  had  ample  funds  with  which  to  carry  on  its  work.  Nor  was  the  success 
of  his  administration  to  be  measured  by  college  finances  alone.  It  was 
the  age  of  growth  and  expansion  in  cabinets,  collections  and  materials  for 
tile  illustration  of  the  physical  sciences.  It  witnessed  the  erection  of  a 
library  building  and  a  great  increase,  in  the  number  of  books  upon  the 
liljrary  slielves.  It  was  marked  by  two  great  religious  revivals,  in  1846 
and  1S50.  With  President  Hitchcock's  term  of  office  what  maybe  known 
as  tl]e  formative  era  at  Amherst  College  ended;  of  its  subsequent  growth 
and  development  more  will  be  recorded  in  another  chapter. 

Among  the  names  of  the  instructors  who  were  associated  with  tlie; 
college  m  its  earlier  years,  are  those  of  Ciiarles  1).  Adams,  Amos  l-'aton^ 
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Joseph  Kstabrook,  Thomas  P.  Field,  \A'illiam  C.  Fowler,  Nathan  \V.  Fiske, 
Gamaliel  S.  Olds,  Edwards  A,  Park,  Ebenezer  S.  Snell.  Charles  U.  Shepard. 
and  Samuel  IM.  Worcester.  Of  these.  Professors  Eaton,  Estabrook  and 
Olds  were  in  office  during  President  Moore's  adniinistration.  Joseph  Esta- 
brook was  born  in  Lebanon,  N.  PL,  in  1792.  Pie  was  graduated  at  Dart- 
mouth College  in  1815  ;  from  1817  to  1820  he  was  principal  of  Amherst 
Academy,  and  from  182 1  to  1824  professor  of  the  Latin  and  Greek  lan- 
guages and  librarian  in  Amherst  College.  After  leaving  Amherst,  he  con- 
ducted schools  for  young  ladies  at  Staunton,  Va.  and  Knoxville,  Tenn.. 
being  afterwards  appointed  to  the  presidency  of  the  University  of  East  Ten- 
nessee, an  office  which  he  held  thirteen  years,  during  which  time  the  institu- 
tion prospered  greatly.  Gamaliel  S.  Olds  was  born  in  Granville  in  1777, 
was  graduated  at  Williams  College  in  1801,  served  as  tutor  at  that  institution 
for  several  years  and  as  professor  of  mathematics  and  natural  philosophy 
from  1806  to  180S.  From  1819  to  1821,  he  was  professor  of  mathematics 
and  natural  philosophy  at  the  L'niversity  of  Vermont;  and  from  1S21  to 
1825,  professor  of  the  same  branches  in  Amherst  College.  After  leaving 
Amherst,  he  taught  for  several  years  in  the  University  of  Georgia.  He 
was  a  man  of  stronjr  mind,  a  ^ood  classical  scholar  and  master  of  the 
whole  field  of  mathematics.  Amos  Eaton  was  born  in  1776  and  was 
graduated  from  Williams  College  in  1799.  Amherst  College,  during 

President  Moore's  administration,  he  lectured  on  chemistry  and  some 
branches  of  natural  history. 

During  President  Humphrey's  administration,  many  professors  were 
connected  with  the  college  who  gained  more  than  local  reputation.  Nathan 
W.  P^iske  was  born  in  Weston  in  1798,  and  was  graduated  at  Dartmouth 
College  in  18 17.  He  served  as  a  tutor  at  Dartmouth  College,  studied 
theology  at  Andover  Seminary,  was  ordained  as  evangelist,  labored  at  the 
South  in  the  cause  of  home  missions,  and  in  1S24  was  elected  professor  of 
languages  and  rhetoric  at  Amherst  College.  For  over  twenty  years  he  was 
a  member  of  the  college  faculty,  in  charge  of  various  departments.  Among 
the  earlier  instructors  at  the  college  few  did  more  efficient  work  or 
won  more  fully  the  respect  and  aftVction  of  their  associates  and 
pupils.  Ebenezer  S.  Snell  was  born  in  North  Prookfield  in  1801.  He 
fitted  for  college  at  Amherst  Academy,  entered  the  sophomore  class  at 
Williams  College  in  18  [9,  came  with.  President  ^[oore  from  Williams  to 
Amherst  and  was  a  meml)er  of  the  first  class  that  was  graduated  frcnn 
Amherst  College.  From  1822  to  1825,  he  taught  in  Amherst  Academy, 
first  as  an  assistant  and  then  as  principal.  In  1825,  when  the  college 
faculty  was  organized  under  tiie  charter,  he  was  appointed  tutor;  in  1827, 
instructor  in  mathematics  and  natural  philosophy;  in  1 829,  adjunct  profes- 
sor,  and   in    1834,   professor   of   mathematics  and   natural  philosoi)hy. 
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Professor  Snell  is  described  by  Professor  W.  S.  Tyler,  for  many  years  an 
associate  on  the  colle2;e  faculty  and  a  lifelong  friend,  as  ''a  man  who,  for 
exactness,  clearness,  and  method  in  teaching,  has  had  no  equalin  Amherst 
and  no  superior  anwhere  ;  who,  as  an  experimental  lecturer,  to  say  the 
least,  cannot  be  surpassed;  and  who,  by  his  own  mechanical  ingenuity  and 
handicraft  and  his  progressive  mastery  of  the  science,  with  a  comparatively 
trifling  expenditure  of  money  by  the  college  has  kept  his  cabinet  abreast 
of  the  most  costly  apparatus  of  the  richest  colleges  in  the  land." 

William  C.  Fowler  was  a  graduate  of  Yale  College,  where  he  served 
as  tutor  four  years  after  completing  the  college  course  ;  he  was  afterwards 
professor  of  chemistry  and  natural  history  at  Middlebury  College,  a  position 
that  he  held  until  called  to  Amherst  in  1S3S,  to  become  professor  of  rhetoric 
and  oratory,  to  which  department  the  following  year  was  added  English 
literature.  He  remained  at  Amherst  five  years,  doing  excellent  work  both 
in  the  class-room  and  in  the  improvements  made  about  the  college  grounds. 
He  was  a  good  citizen  as  well  as  a  good  teacher,  and  in  1851  served  the 
town  as  its  representative  in  the  General  Court.  Rev.  Edwards  A.  Park 
was  for  one  year  professor  of  intellectual  and  moral  philosophy  at  Amherst 
College,  resigning  that  office  to  accept  a  professorship  at  Andover  Theolog- 
ical Seminary.  Brief  as  was  his  stay  in  Amherst,  his  genius  and  eloquence 
left  a  lasting  impress  upon  the  minds  and  hearts  of  those  students  who 
came  under  his  instruction. 

Samuel  M.  Worcester  was  born  in  Fitchburg  in  1801,  was  graduated 
from  Harvard  College  in  1822,  studied  theology  at  Andover  Seminary  and 
was  engaged  in  teaching  at  Phillips  Academy  when,  in  1823,  he  accepted 
an  appointment  as  tutor  in  Amherst  College.  In  1824,  he  was  appointed 
teacher  of  languages,  and  librarian,  and  in  1S25,  atthe  organization  under 
the  charter,  profes'sor  of  rhetoric  and  oratory.  In  1S27,  in  company  with 
a  fellow  instructor  l^ela  13.  Edwards,  he  undertook  the  editorial  charge  of 
the  A'cici  England  Efiqiiirer,  the  second  newspaper  to  be  published  in 
Amherst,  Its  predecessor,  The  C/wniist  and  Alcteorological  Journal,  \y\\\\v^ 
been  conducted  during  its  brief  existence  by  Prof.  John  P.  Cotting.  The 
Enquirer  died  a  peaceful  death  in  1S28  ;  in  1S29,  the  members  of  the 
college  assisted  by  the  citizens  electedProfessor  Worcester  amemberofthe 
(ieneral  Court.  In  1832,  Professor  Worcester  was  ordain€?d  as  evangelist ; 
from  April,  1S30,  to  March,  1S33,  preached  regularly  at  "  Hadley 
Mills."  now  North  Hadlcy,  where  his  labors  were  blessed  with  an  extensive 
revival  of  religion.  He  severed  his  connection  with  the  college  in  1834, 
and  for  more  than  a  cpiarter  of  a  century  thereafter  served  as  pastor  of  the 
Tabernacle  ciuirch  in  Salem. 

Of  some  among  the  professors  who  served  the  college  during  President 
Hitchcock's  administration,  special  mention  will  be  made  in  later  chapters 
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of  this  work.  Charles  B.  Adams  was  born  in  Dorchester  in  1S14.  }lc 
entered  Yale  College  in  1S30,  but  during  the  second  year  of  his  cour^^e 
came  to  Amherst,  where  he  was  graduated  with  the  highest  honors  in  1834. 
For  one  year  he  was  a  tutor  in  Amherst  College,  then  accepted  an  appoint- 
ment as  professor  of  chemistry  and  natural  history  at  Middlebury  College, 
a  position  he  held  for  nine  years  until,  in  1S47,  he  was  appointed  professor 
of  astronomy  and  geology  and  curator  of  the  cabinet  in  Amherst  College. 
He  held  this  position  five  years,  his  death  occurring  in  1852  while  engaged 
in  scientific  explorations  on  the  island  of  St.  Thomas.  He  was  a  diligent 
scholar,  and  able  teacher,  and  his  death  at  an  early  age  was  a  great  loss 
to  the  college  and  to  the  scientific  world. 

The  "rounds  on  which  the  first  colle2:e  buildin2;s  were  erected  were  a 
part  of  the  farm  owned  by  Col.  Klijah  Dickinson,  who,  when  the  $50,000 
charity  fund  was  being  raised,  agreed  to  give  three  acres  of  land,  valued 
at  $600.  Col.  Dickinson  died  in  1820,  but  in  November  of  that  year  his 
widow,  J\Irs.  Jerusha  Dickinson,  and  his-  son,  Moses  Dickinson,  gave  a 
deed  to  the  trustees  of  nine  acres  of  land.  In  1827,  two  and  one-half 
acres  more  were  purchased  by  the  trustees  of  Col.  Dickinson's  heirs.  In 
1828,  the  trustees  purchased  of  Dea.  John  Leland  eleven  acres  on  the 
west  side  of  the  highway,  which  belonged  originally  to  the  estate  of  Rev. 
Dr.  Parsons  and  included  the  old  Parsons'  house  "  and  other  buildings. 
In  1841,  the  town  on  petition  of  the  trustees  deeded  to  them  the  land  in 
front  of  the  original  college  lot,  to  be  used  for  college  purposes  only.  In 
1861,  the  College  purchased  of  Judge  John  Dickinson  five  acres  in  the  rear 
of  the  original  purchase.  In  1866,  the  College  purchased  of  Lucius  Polt- 
wood,  Esq.  two  and  one-half  iicres  of  land  on  the  north  side  of  the 
campus.  Following  is  a  copy  of  the  original  deed  dated  May  15,  iSr8, 
by  which  Elijah  Dickinson  conveyed  land  to  the  trustees  of  Amherst 
Academy,  on  certain  conditions  : 

To  all  People  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come.  Greetixc;. 

Know  ve  that  I  Elijah  Dickinson  of  Amherst  in  the  County  of  Hampshire 
&  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts.  Esquire.  For  and  in  consideration  of  the  sum 
of  Two  Thousand  Dollars  current  money  of  the  Conimonwealth  aforesaid,  to  me 
in  hand  paid,  before  the  ensealing  hereof.  In-  the  Trustees  of  Amherst  .Academy 
the  receipt  whereof  I  do  hereby  acknowledi^e  and  am  fully  satisfied,  contented,  and 
paid,  HAVI-:  yiiven.  ;;ranted.  l>ar;j;aine(l.  sold,  aliened,  released,  conveyed  and  con- 
firmed, and  by  these  Presents,  do  ii-(;ely.  clearly  and  absolutelv  t;ive.  ,L;rant.  barL^ain, 
sell,  alien,  release,  convey  anrlcontirm  unto  them  t!ie  said  Trustees,  their  Successors 
in  said  office  and  assii^ns  forever,  A  certain  tract  of  land  lyinc^  in  .Amherst  afore- 
said on  the  Xorth-W'est  corner  of  my  home  hot  Poundrd  W't  st  on  the  Common: 
North  on  land  of  Elisha  Warner  ^K:  f'ast  ^K-  South  on  my  own  Kuul  coniainim;  <\l,.out 
ten  acres  :  beL^iniiiL;  at  the  North  West  coiner  of  said  premises  l>y  said  Common 
thence  l  unin;^  easterly  by  tlie  south  line  of  said  \\';;rner"s  Lot  l-'oi  tv  icds.  thence 
Southerly  on  a  parrallel  line:  with  the  W'lsI  line  of  said  lot  a  1  )out  foi  ty  lods  to 
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within  about  three  feet  of  a  fence,  thence  Westerly  about  forty  rods  to  said 
Common  to  a  point  about  ons  rod  South  of  an  Apple  tree  by  the  fence,  supposed 
to  be  about  thirtytwo  rods  South  of  said  North  West  corner.  If  this  Deed  goes 
into  effect  the  said  Trustees  of  said  College  are  to  make  a  good  fence  around  the 
whole  of  said  premises  always  keep  the  same  in  good  repair:  said  Elijah  is  to 
improve  &  remain  in  possession  of  said  premises  until  the  conditions  of  this  Deed 
are  complied  with. — To  have  and  to  hold  the  1>efore  granted  Premises,  with 
the  appurtenances  and  privileges  thereto  belonging,  to  them  the  said  Trustees, 
their  Successors  in  said  office  and  assigns  :  To— their  own  proper  use,  benetlt  and 
behoof,  forevermore.  And  I  the  said  Elijah  Dickinson  for  myself  my  heirs,  execu- 
tors and  administrators,  do  covenant,  promise  and  grant  unto  and  with  the  said 
Trustees,  their  Successors  in  said  ofihce  and  assigns  forever:  That  before  and  until 
the  ensealing  hereof  I  am  the  true,  sole,  proper  and  lawful  owner  and  possessor  of 
the  before  granted  Premises  with  the  appurtenances.  And  have  in  me  good  right, 
full  power  andTawful  authority,  to  give,  grant,  bargain,  sell,  alien,  release,  convey 
and  confirm,  tlie  same  as  aforesaid:  and  that  fiee  and  clear,  and  freely  and  clearly 
executed,  acquitted  and  discharged  of  and  from  all  former  and  other  gifts,  grants, 
bargains,  sales,  leases,  mortgages,  wills,  intails,  jointures,  doweries,  thirds,  execu- 
tions, and  incumbrances  whatsoever. 

And  furthermore,  I  the  said  Elijali  Dickinson  for  myself,  my  heirs,  execu- 
tors, and  administrators,  do  hereby  covenant,  promise  and  engage  the  before  granted 
Premises,  with  the  appurtenances,  unto  them  the  said  Trustees,  tlieir  Successors 
in  said  office  and  assigns  forever,  to  warrant,  secure  and  defend  against  the  lawful 
claims  and  demands  of  any  person  or  persons  whatsoever. 

Ix  Witness  whereof  I  liave  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal  this  fifteenth  day 
of  May  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen. 

Whereas  it  is  contemplated  to  procure  the  establishment,  in  the  Town  of 
Amherst  aforesaid,  of  a  College  University,  or  Classical  Institution  for  the  educa- 
tion of  young  men  for  the  gospel  Ministry, — wherin  shall  be  taught  all  the  branches 
of  learning  usually  taught  in  Colleges  in  Xew  England;  tS:  whereas  part  of  the 
Consideration  for  tius  conveyance  is  the  establishment  of  such  College  Uni\-ersity, 
or  Classical  Institution  on  the  premises:  Now  the  conditions  of  this  deed  is  &  such 
is  the  full  and  explicit  understanding  of  the  Parties  thereto:  that  the  same  is  to  be 
utterly  void  &  of  no  effect  in  Law,  unless  such  College,  University  or  Institution 
sliall  be  established  at  Amherst  &  located  on  the  premises,  in  three  years  from  this 
date  unless  also  the  said  Trustees  of  Amherst  Academy  shall  forthwith  after  such 
establishment,  or  within  one  year  thereafter,  assign  to  such  College,  I'niversity, 
or  Classical  Institution,  the  same  ])remisesfor  the  uses  &:  purposes  al)ove  mentioned  : 
&  unless  also  the  Trustees  of  such  College,  L'niversity,  or  Classical  Institution  shall 
within  one  year  after  the  establishment  thereof,  pay  to  me  or  to  my  heirs  the  sum 
of  Two  Hundred  Dollars!  an  acre  for  all  such  quantity  as  shall  exceed  three  acres 
(said  three  to  be  given)  as  part  of  the  consideration  of  this  conveyance.  Any  of 
the  al)ove  conditions  failing  to  be  perform'cd,  this  Deed  to  be  of  no  effect  in  Law 
but  utterly  void.— 

Elijah  Dickinson  [Seal] 

Signed  sealed     delivered  in  presence  of  us 
iMosi  s  Dic  kenson 
II.  Wri(;ht  Stkon(; 

♦  The  words  an  acre  for  all  such  quantity  as  sliall  exceed  tliree  acres,  (said  three  acres  to  be 
given)  interlined  before  sij^ning-in  tiie  original  Deed,— IL  \\.  Strom;. 
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Hampshire  ss.  May  23''  1S18  Personally  appeared  Elijah  Dickinson  Subscriber 
to  the  above  Instrument     acknowledged  the  same  to  be  his  Deed. — 

Before  me  H.  Wright  Strong  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

May  10"'  1S19  I  agree  to  receive  pay  for  such  quantity  of  Land  above  described 
as  shall  exceed  six  acres  only,  meaning  that  I  give  Six  acres  of  the  Land  afore- 
said if  Williams  College  is  located  in  said  Amherst,  provided  Williams  College  is 
erected  on  said  premises.— 

Elijah  Dickinson. 


CHAPTER  XXVI. 


Biographical  Skeiches  of  Prominen  t  'Citizens  Who  were  Born  in 
THE  Years  Dating  from  i6S6  to  1720. 

In  preceding  chapters  of  this  Plistory,  the  aim  has  been  to  present  in 
chronological  order  the  principal  events  that  have  marked  the  history  of 
the  precinct,  district,  and  town,  and  its  inhabitants.  In  chapters  that  are 
to  follow,  particular  subjects  will  be  considered  under  appropriate  chapter 
headings.  It  may  be  well  in  this  place  to  give  in  outline  brief  sketches  of 
the  lives  of  men  who  were  prominent  in  town  affairs,  up  to  the  time  that 
Amherst  College  was  organized.  These  sketches  must,  of  necessity,  be 
brief  and  incomplete.  Many  of  these  earlier  inhabitants  have  no  desendants 
living  in  Amlierst  at  the  present  time,  and  little  information  concerning 
them  can  be  obtjTined  from  any  source.  It  is  known  that  they  were  men 
of  prominence  in  their  day  and  generation,  taking  an  active  part  in  town 
and  church  affairs,  but  as  to  their  personality,  the  elements  of  chaiactcrby 
which  they  gained  distinction,  the  records  are  silent.  Sketches  of  some  of 
the  more  prominent  men  have  been  given  in  preceding  chapters  in  connection 
with  special  events. 

r)f  tlie  earliest  inhabitants  of  the  settlement,  the  date  of  whose  birth 
is  prior  to  tlie  following  appear,  from  the  town  records  and  from 

other  available  sources  of  inforinatiou,  to  have  attained  special  (li.stinciion  : 
Samuel  IJawle\',  Moses  Warner,  Klisha  Ingram,  Alexander  Smith,  Moses 
Dickinson,  John  I'ield.  John  Xash,  John  l!illings,  Simeon  PomeroN',  ^^oses 
Cook,  Ile/ckiah  Bclding,  Preserved  (.'hqip,  Jonathan  Moody,  l-.li  Parker, 
Setli  Coleman,  Joseph  i^aslmaii,  l\.(>bert  ("iitler,  Elisha  Smith.  Daniel 
Kelloir<r.  Zebina  Mcjnt.igue.  Daniel  ( '(>olc\-,  ()li\  er  i)ickinson.  ( )f  all  but 
eight  of  these,  brief  sketeiies  ha\e  already  been  gi\en  in  coiuiection  with 


I       *  i 


1  . 


EARLY  MEN   OF  NOTE. 


the  early  settlement.  But  little  can  be  added,  a  word  here,  a  line  there, 
as  information  has  been  obtained.  Samuel  Hawley  was  the  moderator  of 
'the  first  meeting  held' in  Pladley  Third  Precinct,  a  member  of  the  hrst 
committee  chosen  to  call  precinct  jneetings,  and  served  at  various  times  on 
committees  to  hire  a  minister  and  build  a  meeting-house.  Moses  Warner 
was  among  the  earliest  of  the  innkeepers,  his  tavern  being  a  favorite  place 
of  resort  for  the  citizens  in  attendance  at  town-meetings.  Moses  Dickin- 
son was  equally  prominent  in  town  and  church  affairs,  was  a  member  of 
the  committee  of  correspondence  at  the  outbreak  of  the  Revolutionary 
war,  a  delegate  to  various  conventions,  representative  to  the  General  Court, 
and  served  on  many  of  the  important  committees  appointed  by  the  parish. 
Alexander  Smith  served  as  selectman  and  held  other  offices  of  importance. 
John  Field  was  commissioned  as  lieutenant  in  the  militia  by  Gov.  Hutchin- 
son in  1773,  but  gave  up  his  commission  the  following  year.  John  Xash 
was  among  the  early  tavern-keepers  ;  he  was  also  one  of  the  officers  com- 
missioned by  Gov.  Hutchinson.  He  was  the  first  precinct  clerk,  an  office 
he  held  many  years,  serving  also  as  precinct  treasurer  and  moderator. 
John  Bihings  was  a  deacon  in  the  Second  church  ;  he  served  as  represen- 
tative to  the  General  Court  two  years.  Moses  Cook  represented  the  town 
for  two  years  in  the  General  Court ;  he  also  held  many  town  offices. 
Hezekiah  Belding  was  a  deacon  of  the  Second  church.  Jonathan  Moody 
held  many  important  town  offices,  including  that  of  selectman.  Ther<i  is 
hardly  a  page  in  the  old  precinct  and  district  records  but  bears  the  name 
of  Joseph  Eastman.  He  served  as  selectman,  assessor,  treasurer,  school 
committee,  and  was  a  member  of  nearly  all  the  important  committees 
appointed  during  the  earlier  years  of  the  settlement.  He  was  the  first 
district  treasurei;  appointed  after  the  district  had  been  set  off  from  the 
town  of  Hadley.  The  New  England  Historical  and  Genealogical  Register 
says  of  him,  "  He  was  intelligent,  frugal  and  Godly."  Daniel  Kellogg  was 
S'jlectman,  assessor,  and  served  on  many  important  committees.  In  1770, 
lie  was  one  of  the  largest  property  holders,  his  estate  being  valued  at  /"i  1 9. 

It  is  impossible  to  state  with  accuracy  the  precise  date  when  Eli 
Barker  came  to  Amherst.  He  is  first  mentioned  in  the  district  records 
under  date  of  1769,  when  he  was  elected  a  "vorden,"  or  warden.  He 
married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  John  Hubbard,  by  whom  he  had  children, 
Eli,  Levi,  Samuel,  Deborah,  Hannal\  and  Elizabeth.  In  the  war  of  the 
l\ev(jIution  he  was  lieutenant  of  mihtia,  leading  a  company  of  minute  n.en 
-  lo Cambridge  at  tlie  time  of  the  Lexington  alarm.  He  afterwards  com- 
manded a  coinpan)  in  ( \)1.  Leonard's  regiment  that  marched  from  Hampshire 
founty  to  Tieondeioga  in  1  777.  He  was  active  in  both  town  and  church 
p  flairs. 
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Elisha  Smith  was  son  of  Peter,  w  ho  came  to  the  Third  Precinct  between 
1739  and  1745,  and  grandson  of  Chiliab  Smith  of  Hadley.  He  married 
in  1782,  Ursula,  daughter  of  Dea.  John  BilUngs,  by  whom  he  had  children, 
Jeru'sha.  Lucretia,  Achsah,  Peter.  Polly  and  Elisha. 

Zebina  Montague,  son  of  Major  Richard  Montague,  was  born  in 
Hadley,  July  23,  1754.  Ele  married,  Dec.  30,  17 78,  Jemina  Gunn.  He 
removed  from  Hadley  to  Amherst,  where  he  lived  many  years,  devoting 
much  of  his  time  to  the  public  service,  respected  and  honored  by  all.  In 
■company  with  his  brother  Luke  he  conducted  successfully  a  mercantile 
business  in  a  store  on  Main  street,  adjoining  the  "  Montague  house"  still 
standing.     Eor  ten  years,  nine  successively,  he  represented  the  town  in  the 

.  General  Court.  He  was  for  many  years  a  justice  of  the  peace,  and  during 
the  latter  part  of  his  life  held  the  office  of  brigadier-general  of  militia.  He 
was  a  prominent  member  of  the  Eirst  church,  benevolent,  kind-hearted,  a 
valued  member  of  the  community.  Ele  built  and  resided  in  the  house 
just  south  of  Palmer's  block  which  was  destroyed  by  fire  during  the  blizzard 
in  March,  1888.    General  ]Montague  died  in  1S09. 

Seth  Coleman  was  son  of  Nathaniel,  and  was  born  in  Hatlield,  ?vE^rch 
17,  1740.  When  two  years  of  age  his  parents  removed  to  Amherst.  At 
the  age  of  twenty-one  he  entered  Yale  College,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  in  the  class  of  1765.  He  studied  medicine  with  Dr.  Hubbard 
of  New  Haven,  and  entered  upon  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  Amherst 
in  1767,  where  he  remained  until  his  death  in  1S16.    He  was  twice  married, 

■  in  1765  to  Sarah  Peecher,  who  died  in  17S3  ;  in  17S5  to  Eunice  \A'arner. 
who  died  in  1822.  By  his  first  wife  he  had  children,  William,  Thankful, 
Sarah,  Eanny,  Seth,  Eliphalet.  Dr.  Coleman  was  a  man  eminent  for  his 
zeal  in  religious  matters.  He  served  for  several  years  as  a  deacon  in  the 
First  church  ;  from  1785  to  1808,  he  was  clerk  and  treasurer  of  the  parish. 

Robert  Cutler  was  son  of  Rev.  Robert,  and  was  born  at  Epping,  N. 
H.,  Oct.  2,  1748.  He  studied  medicine  at  Hardwick,  Mass.,  and  began 
the  practice  of  his  profession  in  Pelham  in  1770.  He  was  married,  Dec. 
22,  1773,  to  Esther,  widow  of  Lsaac  Guernsey  of  Northampton;  by  her  he 
had  seven  children,  all  born  in  Pelham.  He  removed  to  Amherst  in  1787, 
where  he  soon  acquired  a  large  practice,  being  for  many  years  the  leading 
physician  of  the  town.  He  has  been  described,  by  one  who  remembered 
him  well,  as  the  most  polite  man  in,  town.  Mounted  upon  a  bay  horse, 
wearing  a  three-cornered  hat,  knee  breeches,  white-top  boots,  his  snow 
white  hair  done  up  in  a  queue,  and  with  saddle-bags  across  iiis  horse's 

^  back,  he  would  ride  through  the  village  bowing  and  smiling  at  all  he  met, 
whether  young  or  old.  An  interesting  incident  is  related  concerning  Mrs. 
Cutler,  which  occurred  before  I  he  family  removed  to  Amherst,  during  the 
Siiays  rebellion.     Dr.  Cutler  w<is  strong  in  his  opposition  to  the  rebellion 
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and  made  himself  so  obnoxious  to  the  Shays  party  that  he  was  frequently 
warned  to  change  his  views  or  be  more  guarded  in  their  expression.  "On 
a  given  night  the  Shavs  men  had  arranged  to  make  him  a  visit,  and  either 
compel  him  to  join  them  in  their  march  to  Springfield,  as  a  surgeon,  or  get  out 
of  the  town.  Learning  of  their  movements,  he  made  it  convenient  not  to 
be  at  home  on  the  appointed  night.  Being  enraged  at  his  departure,  they 
demanded  -of  Mrs.  Cutler  food  and  shelter,  whereupon  she  spread  her 
tables  and  gave  them  all  the  food  she  had  in  the  house.  They  then 
demanded  cider  and  whatever  liquor  she  chanced  to  have  in  her  cellar, 
but  she  defied  them  by  placing  herself  before  the  cellar  door,  at  the  same 
time  informing  them  that  she  had  given  them  all  her  food,  but  not  a  drop 
of  cider  nor  liquor  could  they  have  unless  they  obtained  it  by  passing  over 
her  dead  body."  After  many  threats  and  not  a  little  show  of  violence,  they 
proceeded  to  break  the  dishes  and  table,  when  they  took  their  departure 
for  Springfield." 

Daniel  Cooley,  son  of  Abner,  was  born  in  Sunderland,  Feb.  21,  i_7^2^ 
He  was  graduated  at  A'ale  College  in  1753.  He  represented  the  town  two 
years,  1787  and  17S8,  in  the  General  Court,  and  in  1788  was  delegate  to 
the  first  convention  that  met  in  IJoston  to  consider  the  United  States  con- 
stitution.   Mr.  Cooley  was  three  times  married;  he  died  May  27,  1810. 

Oliver  Dickinson  was  son  of  Azariah  who  came  to  Amherst  from 
Shutesbury  prior  to  1763.  and  was  born  ]\Iarch  27,  1757.  He  conducted 
for  many  years  a  tavern  at  North  Amherst,  gaining  the  name  of  "  Landlord 
Oliver/'' by  which  he  was  generally  known.  His  labors  in  organizing  the 
North  Congregational  church  and  in  erecting  the  church-buiiding  will  be 
referred  to  in  a  later  chapter  in  this  book.  He  was  twice  married,  (  i  )  to 
Hannah  Strickland^  (2;  to  Dorothy  Whiting;  he  had  no  children.  He  died 
in  Amherst,  May  12,  1843. 

Of  a  little  later  generation,  dating  in  birth  from  1758  to  17S8,  were 
Samuel  Fowler  Dickinson.  Noah  Webster,  Rufus  Cowles.  Justus  Williams, 
Knos  I'ickinson,  Hezekiah  Wright  Strong,  Flijah  Foltwood,  John  Dickin- 
son, Aaron  Merrick,  Medad  Dickinson,  Daniel  ALick,  Noah  D.  Mattoon, 
Ithamar  Conkey  and  I'imothy  J.  Gridley. 

Medad  Dickinson  was  son  of  Moses,  who  came  from  ILidley  to 
-Amherst  prior  to  1745  ;  he  was  born  June  9,  1755  ;  was  three  times  married, 
<i)io  Sally  Smith,  (2)  to  Fleanor  MoVton,  ( 3 )  to  Fsther  Dickinson;  he 
iiad  children,  Sally,  Hannah, 'i'iiankful,  Olive,  Moses,  Pliny,  Oliver,  l-:sther, 
Aaron.  Kleanor,  Medad  and  Julia.  He  ser\ed  the  town  as  representative 
in  the  (ieneral  Court  in  i8io  and  iSii. 

Xoah  Webster  was  iu)t  a  native  of  Amherst,  but  resitled  here  for  several 
years,  during  wliich  time  he  was  pronnnentlv  identified  with  tiie  town  and 
its  iusliiuiions.    Born  in  Hartford,  Conn,,  Oct.  16,  1758,  he  was  graduated 
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from  Vale  College  in  177S,  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1781,  engaged  in  teach- 
ing, compiling  school-books,  writing  essays  on  political  and  literary  subjects 
and  delivering  lectures  till  1-789,  a  lawyer  in  Hartford  till  [793,  editor  of 
a  daily  and  semi-weekly  paper  in  New  York  till  1798,  and  soon  after 
devoted  himself  solely  to  literary  and  philological  pursuits  at  New  Haven, 
Conn.  He  removed  to  Amherst  in  1S12,  and  remainc^d  h^re  about  ten 
years,  devoting  himself  to  labor  upon  the  dictionary  which  was  his  great 
life-work  and  which  was  destined  to  make  his  name  known  wherever  the 
P2nglibh  language  is  spoken.  He  lived  in  an  old-style  wooden  house  that 
stood  not  far  from  the  site  now  occupied  by  Kellogg's  Block,  surrounded 
by  a  thriving  orchard.  During  his  stay  in  Amherst  he  took  a  leading  part 
in  town  affairs,  often  serving  as  moderator  at  town-meetings  and  representing 
the  town  in  the  General  Court  three  years.  A  prominent  member  of  the 
First  church,  he  was,  in  18 19,  one  of  the  committee  chosen  to  confer  with 
the  Rev.  Daniel  A.  Claik  on  settling  in  the  ministry.  He  was  one  of  the 
incorporators  of  Amherst  Academy  and  bore  a  prominent  part  in  the 
labors  attendant  on  the  organization  of  the  college. 

Justus  Williams,  son  of  Justus,  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Amherst, 
was  born  in  this  town,  April  7,  1766.  He  engaged  in  farming  for  many 
years  in  the  south  part  of  the  village.  When  the  project  of  establishing  a 
college  in  the  town  first  attracted  public  attention,  he  favored  the  proposi- 
tion strongly  and  his  name  is  honorably  mentioned  by  Professor  Tyler  as 
among  the  most  active  in  aiding  the  enterprise.  Mr.  Williams  was  married, 
Jan.  I,  1800,  to  Sarah,  daughter  of  Jonathan  Warner,  by  whom  he  had 
five  children,  Zebadiah,  Jonathan,  Mary  A..  Oren  and  Onam.  He  died  in 
Amherst,  in  1S24. 

Rufus  Cowles.  was  son  of  Oliver,  who  came  to  Amherst  from  Hadley 
prior  to  1763;  he  was  born  Dec.  16,  1 767,  was  graduated  from  Dartmouth 
College  in  1792,  studied  medicine  and  practiced  his  profession  in  New 
Salem  and  Amherst,  and  during  the  latter  part  of  his  life  was  engaged  in 
mercantile  business  in  the  litter  town.  He  owned  considerable  property 
in  Amherst  and  a  large  tract  of  kind  in  Maine.  He  was  prominent  among 
the  founders  of  Amherst  College,  serving  as  a  member  of  the  board  of 
trustees  before  the  charter  was  granted.  He  is  described  as  *•  bluff,  hearty 
and  generous,  full  of  force  and  of  the  unrestrained  individuality  so  preva- 
lent in  his  time,  at  the  front  and  with  'the  best  in  everything  affecting  the 
prosperity  of  Amlierst."  He  lived  in  the  house  on  Xortli  I'leasant  street 
now  occupied  1)\  the  Misses  Cowlcs.     His  death  occurred  Nov.  22,  1837. 

Of  Hezekiah  Wright  Strong  something  has  already  been  recorded  in 
connection  with  the  founding  of  .\mherst  College.  He  was  son  of  Judge 
Simeon  Strong,  ami  was  born  in  Amherst,  Dec.  24.  176S.  He  studied  law 
in  his  father's  oflice,  practiced  his  profession  for  a  time  in  Deerlield,  and 
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afterwards  in  Amherst.  He  was  one  of  the  founders  of  Amherst  Academy 
and  Amherst  College.  He  was  an  energetic  man,  tireless  in  laboring  for 
any  cause  that  enlisted  his  interest,  progressive,  by  many  deemed  visionary. 
The  first  ice-house  and  the  first  bathing-house  in  Amherst  were  built  by 
him.  In  1S25,  he  was  appointed  postmaster  at  Amherst,  coiUinuing  in 
office  until  1842.  For  several  years  he  conducted  a  store  on  the  present 
site  of  Adams'  drug -store.    He  died  in  Troy,  N.  Y.,  Oct.  7,  1S4S. 

Aaron  Merrick  was  son  of  James,  who  came  from  Monson  to  Amherst 
prior  to  1763  ;  he  was  born  in  May,  1770;  married,  June  22,  1800,  Mary 
Howe;  died  in  Amherst,  Dec.  3,  1843.  represented  the  town  in  the- 

General  Court  in  1S22. 

Samuel  Fowler  Dickinson  has  already  been  mentioned  in  connection 
with  the  founding  of  Amherst  Academy  and  Amherst  College.  Distin- 
guished as  were  his  services  in  the  cause  of  education,  they  were  but  the 
reflex  of  a  public  spirit  that  was  interested  in  all  progress  and  bore  a 
prominent  part  in  affairs  of  church  and  state.  A  descendant  in  direct  line 
from  Nathaniel  Dickinson,  who  was  among  the  original  settlers  of  Hadley, 
he  was  the  embodiment  of  those  qualities  and  virtues  that  gave  to  Xew 
England  strength  and  character  from  the  earliest  times.  He  was  born  \n 
Amherst,  Oct.  9,  1775,  and  was  graduated  at  Dartmouth  College  in  the 
class  of  1795,  with  distinguished  honors.  After  leaving  college,  he  taught 
for  one  year  in  the  academy  at  New  Salem,  and  then  studied  law  in  the 
office  of  Judge  Simeon  Strong.  He  opened  an  ofiice  for  the  practice  of 
his  profession  in  Amherst,  where  he  soon  acquired  an  extensive  business, 
being  accounted  among  the  ablci-t  lawyers  in  the  county.  He  was  married, 
^Iarch3i,  1802,  to  Lucretia  Gunn  of  Montague,  by  whom  he  had  children, 
Fdward,  W'illiam,' Fucretia,  Mary,  Samuel  J'^owler,  Catharine,  Timothy, 
Frederick  and  Flizabeth.  He  united  with  the  First  church  in  Amherst, 
and  when  but  twenty-one  }ears  of  age  was  chosen  deacon,  an  oince  which 
he  held  for  nearly  forty  years,  taking  an  active  part  in  church  and  piu-ish 
attairs.  In  the  community  he  was  highly  honored  ;  he  served  as  town 
clerk  many  years  and  for  twelve  years  represented  the  town  in  the  General 
Court.  He  was  a  natural  leader  in  every  enterprise  looking  toward  the 
public  welfare.  He  took  a  prominent  part  in  the  founding  of  Amherst 
-Xcndciny,  and  Amherst  College  owes  to  his  memory  a  debt  which  has  been 
acknowledged  but  can  ne\-er  be  fully  \i:ui\.  For  the  college  he  sacrificed 
lu:.  i)r()j)rrty.  ids  time  and  his  prfifessional  oi-»portunilies.  In  1833,  he 
removed  to  Cincinnati,  (  )hio.  where  he  held  the  office  of  steward  of  Fane 
Setnniary.  afteiwarcF  serving  th.e  Western  Feserve  College  at  Hudson, 
<  Hiio.  in  the  same  capacity.     He  died  at  Hudson.  April  22,  183S. 

David. \Fuk  was  born  in  ^Fd(llefieKl  in  l-'ebruary,  1778.  He  fitted 
for  college  at  W  indsor  Hill,  but  his  eyes  failing  he  was  comj)elled  to  give 
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up  his  Studies.  For  twenty  years  he  was  a  merchant  in  Midcllefield, 
Temoving  to  Anilierst  in  1S34.  He  was  several  times  representative  from 
Middletield  in  the  General  Court,  and  at  one  time  was  a  member  of  the 
.state  Senate  from  Hami)shire  county;  he  was  also  a  member  of  the 
governor's  council.  In  1S12,  he  commanded  for  some  months  the  militia 
in  Boston,  thus  acquiring  the  title  of  "General"'  by  which  he  was  usually 
known.  For  many  years  he  was  deacon  of  the  First  church.  He  was  for 
eighteen  years  a  member  of  the  Amherst  College  board  of  trustees  and  for 
several  years  a  member  of  the  prudential  comniittee.  He  was  a  man  of 
■great  decision  of  character,  a  devoted  Christian,  and  liberal  in  his 
benefactions. 

F^lijah  Boltwood,  son  of  Samuel,  was  born  Feb.  19,  1780.  He 
married,  XOv.  5,  1S07,  Fliza  Almy,  and  died  April  13,  1855,  He  was,  for 
many  years,  proprietor  of  the  Boltwood  tavern,  which  stood  on  the  site 
.now  occupied  by  the  .Vmherst  house. 

Thomas  Hastings  was  son  of  Thomas  and  grandson  of  Lieut.  Thomas 
Hastings,  who  removed  from  Hatiield  to  Amherst  about  1753,  and  served 
in  the  war  of  the  Revolution.  Thomas  Hastings,  the  subject  of  this 
-sketch,  was  born  in  Amherst,  Feb.  6,  1782.  Fie  was  married  Nov.  i,  1S03, 
to  Funice  Clark,  by  whom  he  had  thirteen  children.  He  served  the  town 
as  selectman  and  overseer  of  the  poor.  He  lived  on  the  place  now 
•occupied  by  Fdmund  Hastings.  The  original  homestead  was  just  south 
of  the  Frederick  Williams  place. 

John  Dickinson,  son  of  John,  was  born  Feb.  25,  1782  ;  was  graduated 
from  Williams  College  in  1800,  studied  law  and  was  judge  of  probate  at 
Machias,  Me.,  returning  to  Amherst  about  1S37.  He  was  twice  married, 
(i)  Oct.  12,  1807,  to  Rebecca  FUis;  (2)  Jan.  5,  184S,  to  Olive  S.  Shepard 
of  Lenox.     He  was  a  prominent  man  in  the  conununity  and  the  church. 

Enos  Dickinson  was  son  of  Jonathan,  and  was  born  in  Amherst.  Oct. 
23,  1785,  in  the  house  in  which  he  died,  Jan.  14,  1870.  His  early  educa- 
tion was  limited  to  the  knowledge  which  could  be  gained  at  the  public 
schools,  then  of  inferior  quality,  but  was  supplemented  by  reading  and 
5tudy  in  later  years.  Brought  up  on  his  father's  farm,  he  early  acquired 
habits  of  industry,  economy  and  temperance,  which  remained  with  him 
.through  life,  and  doubtless  were  responsible  for  much  of  the  success  which 
.he  attained.  He  devoted  his  life  *to  farming,  by  which  he  acquired  a 
handsome  property,  nuich  of  which  was  donated  to  benevolent  objects. 
He  united  with  the  Fir.st  church  in  1816;  in  1824,  he  was  one  of  the 
founders  of  the  cinuch  in  Sfuuh  Amiierst,  contributing  liberally  to  its 
.support  during  his  life,  and  at  his  death  bet|ueaihiMg  it  funds  with  whic  h  the 
parsonage  now  in  use  was  i)urchased.  He  was  a  regular  attendant  at 
Jtown-meetings,  seldom  taking  part  in  the  discussions,  but  when  he  did 
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speak  his  words  bore  with  them  the  weight  of  character  and  wisdom.  He 
served  the  town  as  selectman  and,  in  1828,  as  representative  to  the  General 
Court.  In  1S12,  he  received  a  commission  as  lieutenant,  and  went  with  a 
company  raised  in  this  part  of  the  state  to  Boston,  but  was  not  called  into 
active  service.  From  this  time  he  was  known  as  "  Lieutenant  "  Dickinson.. 
He  was  married,  April  27,  1809,  to  Lois  Dickinson  of  Amherst;  having 
no  children,  he  devoted,  in  later  years,  the  income  of  his  large  property  to 
charitable  and  benevolent  objects.  He  gave  generously  to  Amherst 
Academy,  Amherst  College  and  Mount  Holyoke  Seminary.  The  expenses- 
of  the  "  Nineveh  Gallery  "  at  Amherst  College  were  borne  by  him  ;  in  his 
will  he  provided  for  a  perpetual  scholarship  at  the  college,  which  bears  his 
name. 

Ithamar  Conkey  was  born  in  Pelham,  May  7,  1788.  He  was  son  of 
John  Conkey,  a  strong-minded  and  intelligent  farmer.  His  mother  was 
daughter  of  Rev.  Robert  Abercrombie,  the  hrst  minister  settled  in  Pelham. 
He  studied  law  with  Noah  D.  Mattoon,  Esq.  in'Amherst;  in  1S14.  he  opened 
an  office  for  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  Pelham,  remaining  there  until 
1S17,  when,  on  the  removal  of  Mr.  ALittoon  to  Ohio,  he  succeeded  the 
latter  in  his  practice  at  Amherst.  In  1S28,  he  accepted  the  office  of 
special  commissioner,  and  in  1S30,  thatof  county  commissioner.  In  1834, 
he  was  appointed  by  Gov.  Armstrong  judge  of  probate  for  Hampshire 
county,  an  office  he  retained  until  1S5S  when  the  court  was  abolished.. 
In  1853,  he  was  a  member  of  the  convention  for  revising  the  state 
constitution.  For  many  years  he  was  a  trustee  of  Amherst  Academy,  and. 
at  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  treasurer  of  that  institution.  He  was  a, 
member  and  firm  supporter  of  the  Second  church. 

Timothy  J.  Gridley  was  born  in  Connecticut  in  1788;  he  was  grad- 
uated at  Yale  College  in  18 18,  and  studied  medicine  with  Dr.  Nathan. 
Smith.  He  came  to  Amherst  in  1822,  and  here  practiced  his  profession 
until  his  death  in  1852.  During  this  time  he  sustained  a  reputation  as 
physician  and  surgeon  second  to  none  in  the  western  part  of  the  state.. 
His  reputation  was  not  confined  to  Hampshire  county,  but  his  advice  was 
nought  in  consultation  by  physicians  throughout  this  section.  He  served 
llie  town  as  representative  in  the  General  ( Ynirt  two  years  and  was  member' 
of  the  Governor's  council  for  one  year.  Dr.  Gridley  was  a  man  of  great 
n.it.vc  talent,  excellent  education  and  strong  character.  To  a  thorough 
kufiwledgc  of  his  profession  was  added  keen  judgment  and  strong  com- 
nion  sense,  h'ew  men  of  his  time  enjoyed  so  generally  the  confidence  of 
llie  tomnuinitv. 

N"aii  Dic  kinson  Mattoon,  son  of  Gen.  Kl:)ene/:er  Mattoon,  was  born 
in  .Xudiersi,  Sept.  19,  1783.  He  was  graduated  from  Dartmouth  College 
ill  1803,  read  law  with  Hon.  Samuel  Fowler  Dickinson,  and  in  1806  began. 
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the  practice  of  his  profession  in  his  native  town.  He  was  prominent  in 
town  affairs  until  his  removal,  in  iSiS,  to  Painesville,  Ohio.  He  married 
Lucy,  daughter  of  Aaron  Billings  of  Amherst  ;  he  died  in  Unionville,  Ohio, 
March  15,  1870. 

xAniong  the  prominent  residents  of  Amherst  whose  birth  dates  from 
1789  to  1807,  were  Lucius  Boltwood,  Daniel  Dickinson,  Frederick  A. 
Palmer,  Silas  Wright,  Leavitt  Hallock,  Seth  Nims,  John  Nash,  Luke 
Sweetser,  Osmyn  Bciker,  O.  M.  Clapp,  Edward  Dickinson,  L.  Hills, 
J.  R.  Cushman,  R.  B.  Hubbard,  Albin  P.  Howe,  Oliver  Watson,  Simeon 
Clark,  John  Leland,  Calvin  Merrill,  and  W.  S.  Howland. 

Lucius  J]oltwood  was  son  of  William,  and  was  born  in  Amherst.  March 
16,  1792.  His  father,  a  farmer  in  moderate  circumstances  with  eight 
•children  dependent  on  him  for  support,  could  ill  afford  him  the  liberal 
-education  on  which  his  heart  was  set.  He  studied  Latin  at  the  district 
school  and  attended  the  grammar-school  at  Hadley  for  a  few  weeks, 
spending  the  greater  part  of  his  time  in  labor  upon  the  farm.  In  the  fall 
•  of  1810,  he  entered  the  freshman  class  at  Williams  College,  graduating 
with  high  honors  in  the  class  of  18 14.  During  the  winters  of  his  fresh- 
man, sophomore  and  senior  years  he  taught  the  center  school  in  Amherst. 
.After  graduation,  he  read  law  with  fion.  Samuel  Fowler  Dickinson,  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  in  iS  1 7,  and  entered  into  partnership  with  his  instructor. 
In  1820,  he  opened  an  oflice  of  his  own  in  Amherst,  continuing  in  practice 
until  1836  ;  at  about  the  latter  date  he  made  extensive  purchases  of  land  in 
Michigan,  the  care  of  which  gradually  compelled  him  to  abandon  the  law. 
He  served  Amherst  College  for  several  years  as  secretary  of  the  corpora- 
tion :  from  1833  to  1866,  he  was  commissioner  of  the  charity  fund.  From 
November,  1835,  to  October,  1836,  he  was  president  of  the  Amherst 
bank.  In  1835,  he  built  what  was  for  many  years  known  as  the  l>oltwuod 
house"  and  now  as  "  Hitchcock  hall,"  where  he  resided  until  his  death  in 
1872.  At  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  senior  member  of  the  Hampshire 
county  bar.  He  was  an  able  lawyer,  a  wise  counsellor,  a  magistrate  whose 
decisions  were  respected.  He  was  noted  for  pul:»lic  spirit  and  for  bene\  o- 
lence.  He  was  a  warm  friend  of  Amherst  College,  and  among  those  who 
favored  the  establishment  of  the  .Agricultural  College  in  Amherst.  He 
"was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Liberty  party,  serving,  in  1841,  as  its 
first  candidate  for  governor  of  Mas,sacluisetts  ;  with  this  exception,  he  was 
never  a  candidate  for  elective  office.  For  nearly  sixty  years  he  was  a 
member  the  First  church  in  Amherst.  He  married,  Aug.  30.  1824,  Fanny 
H.  Shepard  of  Little  Compton,  R.  L;  their  children  were,  Lucius  M., 
•George  S.,  Fanny  S.,  Charles  S.,  Charles  C,  Fdward,  Thomas  K.  and 
Samuel. 
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Daniel  Dickinson  was  son  of  Azariah,  and  was  bom  in  Amherst, 
June  18,  1793.  His  early  education  was  obtained  at  the  district  schools 
of  his  native  town.  His  father  died  in  1813,  leaving  to  his  care,  while  he 
was  not  vet  of  ajie,  the  manao;ement  of  a  farm  which  he  conducted  success- 
fully  for  many  years.     He  represented  the  town  in  the  General  Court  in 


:  1829  and  1S33.    In  1833,       ^^'^^  appointed  a  justice  of  the  peace,  holding 

\  the  office  for  thirty-five  years.     He  was,  for  many  years,  an  elector  under 

!  the  provisions  of  the  Oliver  Smith  will.    He  took  a  prominent  part  in  the 

I  organization  of  the  North  Congregational  church  ;  he  served  the  church 

\  as  a  member  of  its  prudential  committee,  twelve  years;  as  clerk,  fourteen 


years,  and  also,  for  many  years,  as  assessor.    When,  in  1828,  a  board  of 
;  trustees  was  appointed  by  the  General  Court  to  hold  in  trust  a  permanent 

fund  for  the  benefit  of  the  parish,  he  was  chosen  a  member  of  the  board, 
■  an  office  he  held  for  more  than  forty  years,    J^Ir.  Dickinson  was  twice 

married,  (i)  in  1819,  to  Miss  Louisa  Adams  of  Xewfane,  Vt.,  by  whom  he 
\  had  two  children  ;  (2)  June  25,  1829,  to  Miss  Tammy  Eastman  of  Granby 

:  L         by  whom  he  had  five  children, 

Silas  Wright,  although  a  native  of  Amherst,  removed  when  less  than 
I  one  year  of  age,  with  his  father's  family,  to  Weybridge,  A^t.     He  cannot. 

I  therefore,  be  rightly  classed  among  the  prominent  men  of  Amherst,  but  in 

j  view  of  the  national  reputation  that  he  afterwards  acquired,  a  history  of  the 

\  -  town  would  be  incomplete  without  some  reference  to  one  of  its  most 
;  distinguished  sons.     He  was  son  of  Silas  Wright,  whose  farm  in  Hadley, 

\  with  the  farms  of  three  other  men,  was  annexed  to  Amherst  in  1789. 

;.  Silas  Wright,  Sr.  was  married,  Sept.  26,  1780,  by  Rev,  David  Parsons,  to 

;  Eleanor,  daughter  of  Isaac  Goodale,  of    Amherst.    Silas,  Jr.  was  born 

j  May  24,  1795.     He  was  graduated  at  Middlebury  College  in  1S15,  studied 

i  law,  and  in  1S19  was  admitted  to  the  bar.    He  practiced  law  in  Canton, 

\.  N,  Y,,  but  soon  turned  his  attention  to  politics,  and  was  elected  successively 

\  state  senator,  comptroller,  representative  and  senator  in  the  U,  S.  Congress, 

i  and  governor  of  New  York  state.     He  died  Aug.  27,  1847, 

I  Leavitt  Hallock.  son  of  Rev,  Moses  Hallock,  was  born  in  Plainfield 

■\  in  1796,      He  spent  the  greater  portion  of  his  life  in  his  nati\-e  town, 

j  carrying  on  a  farm  and  at  the  same  time  conducting  a  large  tannery  and  a 

I  country  store.     He  came  to  Amherst  for  the  purpose  of  educating  his  two 

•  sons,  both  of  whom  were  afterwards  "-raduated  at  Amherst  Collefre.  Durin<^'^ 

(  his  stay  in  AmhcrNi,  he  \\as  prominenth"  ideiUified  with  the  development 

;  and  beautifying  of  the  town.      He  purchased  the  Cowles  farm  from  Hon. 

I  Osmyn  Paker,  and  made  building-lots  of  it,  opening  up  Prospect,  Hallock 

and  McClellan  streets.  He  als(j  purchased  the  Paker  farm  and  grove,  laid 
out  Snell  street,  circled  the  grove  with  a  gravel  road  and  presented  it  to 
Amherst  College  to  be  held  as  a  grove  forever;  the  College  christened  the 
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property  Hallock  park,  in  his  honor.  He  was  for  many  years  identified 
\vith  the  First  parish,  contributing  liberally  to  its  support. 

Seth  Nims,  son  of  Israel,  ^vas  born  in  Conway,  Sept.  11,  1798.  He 
married,  Nov.  26,  1823,  pjnily  Dickinson,  by  whom  he  had  five  children. 
He  removed  from  Conway  to  South  Deerfield,  where  he  was  in  business 
for  a  few^  years,  a  part  of  the  time  as  proprietor  of  the  Bloody  IJrook  hotel. 
^Vhile  there  he  assisted  in  organizing  an  independent  militia  company,  the 
'•Franklin  Cadets,"  of  which  he  was  chosen  first  lieutenant.  He  resided 
in  Ware  two  years,  removing  to  /-Ymherst  in  1830.  He  served  the  town  as 
constable  and  tax  collector  several  years.  In  1852,  he  was  appointed 
deputy-sheriff  for  Hampshire  county.  May  9,  1845,  ^"'^  ^^'^-"^  commissioned 
as  post-master  at  Amherst  by  President  Polk,  serving  four  years.  June  3, 
1853,  he  again  received  a  commission  as  post-master,  this  time  from 
President  Pierce,  and  was  in  charge  of  the  office  eight  years,  being  suc- 
ceeded by  Lucius  yi.  IJoltwood.  lit:  took  great  interest  in  town  and 
church  affairs,  and  was  held  in  high  esteem  in  the  community.  *  He  died 
Sept.  25,  1877. 

John  A.  Nash,  son  of  Elijah,  was  born  in  Conway  in  17 98.  He  was 
graduated  from  Amherst  College  in  the  class  of  1824,  taught  in  New  York 
city  and  at  Hopkins  Academy  in  Fladley.  studied  theology  at  A'ale  College, 
conducted  classical  schools  in  Bloomfield.  N.  J.,  and  New  York  city,  was 
pastor  of  a  Presbyterian  church  in  Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  several  years, 
conducted  a  boarding-school  in  Pittsfield  eight  years,  and  then  came  to 
Amherst,  where,  from  1S46  to  1854,  he  conducted  a  boarding-school  at 
;Mt.  Pleasant,  continued  since  then  b}'  his  son,  Henry  C.  Nash.  John  A. 
Nash  v.as  appointed  professor  of  scientific  agriculture  at  Amherst  C'ollege, 
was  a  member  of  the  ^Massachusetts  State  Board  of  Agriculture,  traveled 
and  studied  in  Europe,  and  on  his  return  published  a  book  on  agricultural 
chemistry.  He  edited  a  paper  entitled  the  Valley  Farvic?'  for  a  time,  after- 
wards removing  to  New  York  city,  when"  he  purchased  and  edited  the 
I'loHgh,  Loom  and  AjwU,  and  was  for  a  time  agricultural  editor  of  the  New- 
York  7)-//'//// 1' and  New  York  Evangelist.  He  was  among  the  pioneers  in 
the  field  of  scientific  agriculture,  being  active  as  well  in  the  causes  of  anti- 
slavery  and  temperance  reform.  Pie  died  Oct.  7,  1877,  at  the  home  of 
his  son,  Henry  C.  Nash. 

Luke  Sweetser  was  born  in  Athol,  Oct.  28,  iSoo  ;  he  entered  Amherst 
Academy  in  the  winter  of  1S20-21.  In  tl.e  spring  of  182 1,  he  entered 
the  employ  of  H.  Wright  Strong,  who  at  that  time  conducted  the  leading 
store  in  the  village.  In  1S24,  he  bought  the  store  of  Mr.  Strong,  and 
engaged  in  business  du  liis  (>wn  account,  ass()(  inting  with  himself  iiis 
younger  brother,  Joseph  A.  Sweelser,  William  ( 'utler  and  (ieorge  Culler. 
He  continued  in  business  thirty  )ears,  until  March,  1854,  when  he  sold  his 
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interest  to  William  and  George  Cutler,  On  retiring  from  active  business 
pursuits,  he  engaged  in  farming  and  collected  the  finest  herd  of  Ayrshire 
cattle  in  this  part  of  the  state.  He  took  a  deep  interest  in  agricultural 
matters,  and  his  name  is  found  among  the  incorporators  of  the  Hampshire 
Agricultural  society.  He  was  an  active  promoter  of  the  Amherst  & 
Belchertown  Railroad  company,  the  first  corporation  to  build  a  railway 
line  to  Amherst ;  he  served  as  its  first  president  and  had  charge  of  its 
construction.  He  served  the  town  as  selectman  and  assessor,  and  in 
1847-8  was  its  representative  to  the  General  Court.  It  was  largely  through 
his  efforts  that  the  first  almshouse  in  Amherst  was  built.  For  over  thirty 
years  he  was  a  member  of  the  prudential  committee  of  Amherst  College^ 
had  charge  of  erecting  some  of  the  college  buildings  and  the  oversight  of 
the  buildings  and  grounds  for  a  time.  P'or  ten  years  he  was  a  commissioner 
of  the  charity  fund.  He  united  with  the  First  church  in  1S31  ;  from  1851 
to  1871,  he  served  as  one  of  its  deacons.  Few  men  have  enjoyed  the 
respect  and  high  esteem  of  a  community  to  a"  greater  degree  than  was 
granted  by  Amherst  to  Mr.  Sweetser.  His  name  stood  for  honor,  integ- 
rity and  high  Christian  character.    He  died  in  Amherst,  July  27,  1882. 

Osmyn  Baker,  son  of  Enos,  was  born  in  Amherst,  May  18,  1800. 
He  fitted  for  college  in  his  native  town,  entered  Yale  College  at  the  age  of 
iS  and  was  graduated  in  the  class  of  1822.  He  studied  law  in  Amherst 
and  at  the  law  school  in  Northampton  ;  in  1825,  he  opened  an  ofhce  in 
Amherst  for  the  practice  of  his  profession.  At  about  the  same  time  he 
became  editor  of  the  JVeic  Euglaiid  Eiiquircr^  a  newspaper  published  in 
Amherst  by  J.  S.  &  C.  Adams.  In  1830,  he  was  commissioned  as  captain 
of  an  independent  rifle  company,  organized  in  Amherst,  which  for  several 
years  was  regarded,  as  one  of  the  finest  companies  in  this  part  of  the  state. 
^'^  ''^33^  '34^  '36  and  '37,  he  represented  Amherst  in  the  General  Court. 
From  1834  to  1837,  served  as  county  commissioner.  PYom  1839 
1845,  he  served  three  terms  in  Congress,  during  one  of  the  most  interesting 
periods  of  our  national  political  history.  During  the  presidential  campaign 
of  1S40,  and  the  two  succeeding  congressional  campaigns,  he  came  into- 
prominence  as  a  political  speaker.  In  1S42,  he  formed  a  copartnership 
\wlh  Charles  Delano,  Esq.  for  the  practice  of  law,  which  continued,  at 
Amherst  hrst  and  afterwards  in  Northampton,  until  Mr.  Baker  retired  from 
pi.Klice,  in  i860.  In  1845,  removed  his  office  to  Northampton.  Mr. 
K.iker  was  one  of  the  counsel  for  the  defence  in  the  great  legal  struggle 
viju  )i  took  place  over  the  will  of  Oliver  Smith  of  Hatfield,  and  it  was  largely 
owin-  to  iiis  efforts  tiiat  the  will  was  sustained  and  tlie  noble  charity  per- 
il; iJud  to  accomplish  an  even  greater  and  more  beneficent  work  than  its 
founder  had  anticipated.  Mr.  Baker  was  chosen  the  first  president  of  the 
'3 
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board  of  trustees  under  the  will,  an  office  he  retained  until  his  resignation 
in  1870.  Mr.  Piaker  was  twice  married,  (i)  in  August,  1832,  to  Elizabeth 
Olmstead,  by  whom  he  had  one  child;  (2)  in  183S,  to  Cornelia  Rockwell, 
by  whom  he  had  a  son,  William  Lawrence,  who  served  in  the  war  for  the 
preservation  of  the  Union  and.  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Antietam,  in 
1863.    Mr.  Baker  died  Feb.  9,  1875. 

Calvin  Merrill,  son  of  Calvin,  was  born  in  Amherst.  Aug.  17,  1797.  He 
was  twice  married,  (i)  in  1821,  to  Cordelia  A.  Leonard  of  Sunderland,  by 
whom  he  had  five  children  ;  (2)  to  Mrs.  Fannie  Dickinson  of  Amherst. 
He  was  prominent  in  town  affairs,  holding  for  many  years  the  offices  of 
selectman  and  assessor.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Plrst  Congregational 
church.  After  the  death  of  his  second  wife,  which  occurred  in  the  summer 
of  1872,  he  removed  to  Grand  Rapids.  Mich.,  where  he  resided  with  his 
daughter,  Caroline  H.  Granger,  until  his  death,  Nov.  10,  1872. 

Oliver  M.  Clapp,  son  of  Oliver,  was  born  in  Amherst,  Oct.  2,  1802. 
He  married,  ]NLiy  10,  1826,  Mary  A.  Reed  of  Claremont,  N.  H.,  by  whom 
he  had  three  children.  He  spent  his  life  on  or  near  the  old  Clapp  home- 
stead in  East  Amherst.  He  assisted  in  organizing  the  Amherst  ritie 
company  in  1830,  and  served  as  one  of  its  ofticers.  He  was  a  pioneer  in 
the  introduction  of  the  silk-worm  and  the  manufacture  of  silk  in  .Vmherst. 
For  some  years  he  conducted  a  hardware  business,  but  later  on  gave  his 
^ittention  to  marble  and  stone  cutting,  in  which  he  excelled  as  a  workman. 
Ht  took  a  prominent  part  in  laying  out  the  walks  in  the  old  West  cemetery, 
and  in  adding  to  its  beauty  in  various  ways.  For  many  years  he  was  an 
active  and  influential  member  of  the  Second  church.  He  was  deeply 
interested  in  the  early  history  of  the  town  and  possessed  a  fine  collection 
of  Indian  and  other  relics.     He  died  in  Amherst,  June  13,  1S87. 

Edward  Dickinson,  son  of  Hon.  Samuel  Fowler  Dickinson,  was  born 
in  Amherst,  Jan.  i,  1S03;  he  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  his 
native  town  and  at  x-\mherst  Academy,  was  a  member  of  the  first  junior 
class  at  Amherst  College,  although  the  other  three  years  of  his  collegiate 
course  were  spent  at  Yale  College,  where  he  was  graduated  in  the  class  of 
1823.  He  studied  law  two  years  in  his  father's  office  in  Amherst,  and  one 
year  at  the  Northampton  law  scIkx^I.  In  1826,  he  opened  an  office  for 
the  practice  of  liis  profession  in  Amherst,  continuing  in  practice  until  the 
time  of  his  death  in  1874.  During  tiiis  time  he  was  the  leading  lawyer  in 
Amherst,  being  held  in  high  esteem  by  his  associates  of  the  Hamivsiiire 
county  bar.  He  was  a  man  of  great  public  spirit,  a  leader  in  all  enterj^ises 
looking  to  tile  welfare  of  the  town.  In  1S3S  and  1839,  and  again  in  1874, 
he  rej)resented  tlie  town  in  the  General  Court  ;  in  1842  and  1843,  he  was 
a  member  of  tiie  .MasNaeiuisetts  Senate  ;  in  1845  and  1846,  a  member  of  the 
Council;  from  1853  to  1855,     member  of  Congress.     He  held  also  many 
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Other  offices  of  trust,  by  local  election  or  executive  appointment.  In  1861, 
he  "was  nominated  by  the  republican  party  for  lieutenant-governor,  on  the 
ticket  with  Andrew,  but  declined  the  honor.  In  1835,  he  was  chosen 
treasurer  of  Amherst  College,  an  office  which  he  held  until  1873,  when  he 
resigned  and  was  succeeded  bv  his  son,  William  Austin  Dickinson.  He 
bore  an  active  part  in  the  labors  which  resulted  in  the  building  of  the 
Amherst  <Sc  Belchertown  railway  and,  later  on.  was  deeply  interested  in  the 
building  of  the  Massachusetts  Central  road;  to  assist  in  this  work  he 
consented,  at  the  age  of  70,  to  represent  the  town  in  the  General  Court. 
It  was  while  making  a  speech  in  the  House  of  Representatives  in  relation 
to  this  road  that  he  was  stricken  with  apoplexy,  resulting  in  death.  The 
General  Court  and  the  Hampshire  county  bar  passed  resolutions  of  respect 
to  his  memory,  indicative  of  the  high  regard  in  which  he  was  held  by  his 
associates  in  public  life.  Mr.  Dickinson  was  a  man  of  great  strength  of 
character,  sound  learning,  keen  intellect,  spotless  integrity  and  deep-seated 
religious  principle.  He  was  held  in  high  esteem  by  all  with  whom  he  came 
in  contact,  and  honored  by  the  community  as  few  other  men  have  been. 

Leonard  M.  Hills,  son  of  Leonard,  was  born  in  Ellington,  Conn., 
Jan.  8,  1803.  He  came  to  Amherst  in  1829  and  entered  the  employ  of 
Knowles  &:  Thayer,  carriage-makers  ;  he  remained  with  them  but  a  short 
time,  leaving  them  that  he  might  engage  in  the  manufacture  of  palm-leaf 
hats,  of  which  branch  of  industry  he  was  the  pioneer  in  Amherst.  Con- 
cerning this  business,  more  will  be  related  under  the  heading  of  manufac- 
tures, later  on.  TIiq  business  increased  so  rapidly  as  to  demand  the 
greater  part  of  his  time  and  care.  Soon  after  the  Amherst  &  Belchertown 
railway  company  was  organized, '  he  was  elected  president,  liolding  that 
office  until  the  road  passed  out  of  the  hands  of  the  original  corporation. 
On  the  organization  of  the  Y'nst  National  bank  he  was  chosen  president, 
remaining  in  office  until  his  death  in  1872.  In  1S36,  he  lost  all  the 
property  he  had  accumulated  and  found  himself  heavily  in  debt  through 
the  failure  of  a  friend,  for  whom  he  had  endorsed  notes  to  a  large  amount. 
^^'ith  characteristic  honesty,  he  paid  every  cent  of  his  indebtedness.  He 
united  with  the  Second  church  in  1864,  but  three  years  later  became  a 
niember  of  the  First  church.  He  was  a  liberal  contributor  to  the  church 
aiul  to  many  objects  oi  benevolence.  Mr.  Hills  was  twice  married,  (1)  in 
1S29,  to  Amelia  Gay  of  Stafford,  Conn.?  (2)  in  1843,  to  lietsey  Hunter  of 
Lee.     He  died  in  New  York  city,  Vch.  8,  1872. 

Jolm  R.  Cushman,  son  of  I\phraim,  was  born  iti  Amherst,  Sept.  6, 
1803.  His  fatlier,  I^phraim  Cushman.  was  a  veteran  of  the  war  of  the 
Revrilution.  In  1835,  in  partnershi])  with  his  brother  Kphraim,  he  engaged 
in  liu'  n).inufa(  lure  of  ])aper,  at  North  .Amherst.  He  was  a  prominent 
man  in  the  coinnuinity,  ever  ready  to  lend  his  aid  to  all  matters  that  made 
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for  public  improvement.  He  served  the  town  as  selectman,  and  in  1S62 
was  its  representative  in  the  General  Court.  He  united  with  the  North 
Congregational  church  in  1S39.  ^^'^^  active  in  temperance  matters, 

serving  as  president  of  the  first  temperance  society  organized  at  the 
"City."  He  married,  Sept.  14,  1826,  Rhoda  Crafts  of  Whately,  by  whom 
he  had  ten  children.    He  died  at  his  home  in  Amherst,  Aug.  30,  18S3. 

Rodolphus  B.  Hubbard,  son  of  Giles,  was  born  in  Sunderland,  Sept.  3, 
1S03.  He  fitted  for  college  at  Amherst  Academy,  entered  Amherst  Col- 
lege in  1 82 5,  remained  a  member  of  that  institution  two  years,  then  went 
to  Union  College,  where  he  was  graduated  in  1829.  Having  studied 
theology  with  Rev.  Nathan  Perkins  at  East  Amherst,  he  preached  for  a 
few  years  in  Northampton  and  surrounding  towns.  The  greater  part  of 
his  life  was  spent  in  teaching.  For  three  years  he  was  principal  of  iSIount 
Pleasant  institute,  and  from  1S55  to  1868,  conducted  a  boys'  boarding- 
school  in  Amherst.  During  his  residence  .of  twenty  years  in  Amherst  he 
took  an  intelligent  interest  in  town  affairs  and  was  well  known  and  highly 
esteemed.  For  ten  years  a  deacon  of  the  Firs't  church,  he  served  as  a 
member  of  the  building  committee  when  the  church  edifice  now  in  use  was 
erected.  For  a  number  of  years  he  was  a  member  of  the  school  committee. 
He  died,  Sept.  29,  1875,  in  California. 

Albin  P.  Howe  was  born  in  1S06  ;  he  came  to  Amherst  in  1825  and 
resided  here  for  more  than  forty  years,  during  which  time  he  was  one  of 
the  most  prominent  members  of  the  community.  He  served  the  town 
several  years  as  selectman,  assessor,  clerk  and  treasurer,  and  for  many 
years  as  justice  of  the  peace, , before  whom  cases  were  tried,  the  town 
having  at  that  time  no  trial  justice.  For  more  than  twenty  years  he  was 
proprietor  of  the"  Amherst  house,  a  genial  landlord,  held  in  high  esteem  by 
the  traveling  public.  He  was  for  a  time  secretary  of  the  Flampshire  Agri- 
cultural society  ;  he  also  served  as  chairman  of  the  building  committee 
which  had  in  charge  the  erection  of  the  present  high  school  building.  He 
gained  the  military  title  of  captain  by  serving  in  the  Amherst  cavalry  com- 
pany. His  public  duties  were  discharged  with  intelligence  and  fidelity, 
and  his  superior  judgment  was  much  sought  by  the  town  and  by  indi\'iduals. 
He  died  at  West  Marlboro,  Feb.  14,  1879. 

Oliver  Watson,  son  of  David,  was  born  March  17,  1806.  His  father 
dying  when  Oliver  was  but  nine  years  of  age,  he  was  api)renticed  to  the  tan- 
ner's business,  serving  his  time  luilil  he  was  21  in  Hadley,  luuler  the  care 
of  Asa  and  Klihu  Dickinson.  When  he  became  of  age,  he  succerded 
his  father  in  the  tanner's  business  at  East  Amiierst ;  in  1S32,  he 
erected  a  building  for  the  manufacture  of  boots  and  shoes.  He  served 
the  town  as  selectman,  and  in  1852  was  its  representative  in  the  General 
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Court.  He  married,  in  May,  1839,  Sarah  White  of  Florida,  Mass.,  by 
Avhoiii  he  had  five  children.     He  died  in  Amherst.  Jan.  9,  1870. 

Simeon  Clark,  son  of  Simeon,  was  born  in  Amherst,  Oct.  15,  1807. 
He  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  town  and  at  Amherst 
Academy.  His  principal  occupation  in  life  was  farming,  although  he 
studied  field-surveying  and  practiced  it  more  or  less  for  forty  years.  He 
served  the  town  as  selectman,  assessor  and  overseer  of  the  poor  for  many 
years.  For  thirty  years  he  was  justice  of  the  peace.  He  united  with  the 
First  church  in  1S31,  and  served  as  one  of  its  deacons  for  sixteen  years. 
When  but  twenty  years  of  age,  he  was  chosen  captain  of  a  militia  company, 
holding  the  othce  for  several  years  until  the  company  was  disbanded, 
gaining  the  title  of  "Captain'"  Clark,  by  which  he  was  generally  known  in 
later  years.  He  was  a  godly  man,  whose  religion  entered  into  all  the  acts 
of  his  daily  life,  mingling  kind  words  with  charitable  deeds,  that  to  many 
made  life  seem  better  worth  the  li\'ing.  Fie  married.  May  21,  182S,  ]\Iyra 
Cowles,  by  whom  he  had  nine  children.  He  died,  July  31,  1883,  in  the 
house  at  ]Mill  Valley,  which  his  father  had  built  in  1780,  in  which  he  was 
born  and  where  he  had  spent  his  happy  and  useful  life. 

John  Leland,  son  of  John,  was  born  in  Peru,  Mass.,  in  1807.  Jn  1S20, 
he  removed  to  Amherst :  the  same  year  he  was  appointed  by  the  trustees 
of  Amherst  Academy  their  agent  to  receive  donations  for  the  charity  insti- 
tution other  than  those  made  to  the  permanent  fund.  From  that  time 
until  1835,  ^'^c  ^^''^s  treasurer  of  the  institution.  Soon  after  his  removal  to 
Ainherst  he  united  with  the  First  church,  which  he  afterwards  served  as 
deacon  for  thirty  years.  He  represented  Hampshire  county  in  the  Massa- 
chu>etts  Senate  in  1833  and  1834,  and  in  1847  was  member  of  the  House 
of  Rc])resentati\e"s,  from  Amherst.  He  was  active  in  promoting  the 
building  of  the  Amherst  P>elchertown  railway,  serving  after  tiie  comple- 
tion of  the  road  as  one  of  its  directors.  He  died  in  Amherst,  Feb. 
iS,  isr)4. 

l-"redcrick  A.  Palmer  was  born  in  West  Springfield,  Nov.  20,  1793. 
He  was  a  descendant,  of  the  sixth  generation  in  direct  line,  from  Governor 
^^ill;aln  Pradford.  Pie  also  numbered  among  his  ancestors  representatives 
<»f  llie  l-".dwards,  Ploar,  Dwight  and  Ripley  families.  Pie  came  to  Amherst 
»u  I  k  ccmlnT,  1S13.  He  took  a  prominent  part  in  town  affairs,  was 
fi'^'iutnlly  elected  to  })ublic  office  and 'held  many  places  of  trust.  He  was 
:!  u-ad,  a  man  of  good  judgment  whose  counsel  was  frequently  sought 
"1  i-  iNiues^  matters.  He  early  won  and  ever  retained  the  confidence  of 
juiblic  by  his  upriglu  and  honest  business  methods.  Fie  was  commis- 
^  "'I'  d  as  di4nUy-sherirf  in  1838,  and  held  the  office  until  his  death  in  1874. 
Mr-  P.dnur  was  twice  married,  (i)  in  1877,  to  Lucy,  daughter  of  Simeon 
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Clark  of  Amherst;  (2)  to  Hannah,  daughter  of  Samuel  Smith.  He  had 
five  children,  Albert  R.,  Lucy  C,  Dwight  W'.,  Frederick,  and  Sabra  D. 

\Varren  S.  Howland' \vas  born  in  Conway,  Aug.  31,  1798.  He  learned 
the  carpenter's  and  joiner's  trade,  and  came  to  Amherst  in  182  i,  to  assist 
in  building  the  Amherst  College  chapel.  The  remainder  of  his  life  was 
spent  in  Amherst.  He  was  among  the  best-known  contractors  and 
builders  in  this  section,  erecting,  among  other  buildings,  the  Congrega- 
tional church  at  the  center,  now  known  as  College  hall,  the  house  built  by 
Amherst  College  for  its  president,  the  church  at  East  Amherst,  churches  in 
Pelham  and  Belchertown,  the  Russell  church  in  Hadley,  besides  several 
private  residences  in  the  village.  He  also  assisted  in  finishing  the  build- 
ings of  the  ]Mt.  Pleasant  Institute.  He  early  became  interested  in  tem- 
perance reform,  and  furnished  no  liquors  for  his  workmen  or  at  raisings 
after  1827.  He  was  one  of  the  first  to  assist  in  organizing  an  anti-slavery 
society  in  Amherst.  ^Ir.  Howland  served  in  the  state  militia,  gaining  the 
title  of  "  Col."  Howland,  by  which  he  was  generally  known.  When  the 
civil  war  broke  out,  he  was  anxious  to  engage  in  active  military  service, 
but  was  debarred  by  age. 


CHAPTER  XXVll. 


The  First  Church.— Pastors  and  Terms  of  Service.— Meeting- 
HousES.— Vestry  and  Agricultural  Hall. — Church  Music. 
—The  Parsonage.— Parish  Funds.— The  Present  Church 
Edifice. 

The  pastorate  of  Dr.  David  Parsons  over  the  First  Congregational 
church,  although  ushered  in  by  a  revolution  among  its  members,  was  long 
and  successful.  He  was  a  man  of  marked  ability,  possessing  in  a  high 
degree  those  social  qualities  tiiat  make  warm  and  lasting  friendshii)s.  That 
he  was  of  more  than  local  reputation  is  proved  by  the  fact  that  on  one 
occasion  he  delivered,  on  invitation,  the  "  election  sermon  "  i^efore  the 
governor  and  legi.shUure  at  P.oston  ;  lie  was,  also,  on  recommendation  of 
President  Dui-lit,  aj)pointed  professor  of  theology  at  \'ale  College,  an 
honor  which  he  did  not  accept.  I  nder  iiis  care  the  ciuuch  prospered 
exceedingly  and  large  additions  were  made  to  its  nienibership.  Numerous 
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anecdotes  are  related  of  him,  one  to  the  effect  that,  when  expostulated  with 
by  a  kinsman  for  regarding  things  too  frequently  from  a  humorous  stand- 
point, he  replied,  ''I  know  it  all,  IJro.  Howard,  and  it  has  been  my  burden 
through  life,  but  I  suppose  after  all  grace  does  not  cure  squint  eyes."  On 
another  occasion,  it  is  said,  he  found  his  hired  man  resting  in  a  held  where 
he  had  been  sent  to  plow.  Dr.  Parsons  told  him  to  take  a  bush-scythe 
and  cut  brush  while  he  was  resting.  The  man  thereupon  replied  that  the 
Dr.  ought,  on  Sunday,  while  the  choir  was  singing,  to  take  a  little  fiax  and 
hetchel  it  out. 

In  1795,  trouble  arose  in  the  parish  concerning  Dr.  Parsons'  ministry, 
and  a  vote  was  passed  on  the  question  of  dissolving  the  juinisterial  relations 
existing  between  them,  being  decided  in  the  negative.  Aug.  3,  1819,  a 
committee  was  'appointed  to  confer  with  Dr.  Parsons,  to  see  if  he  was 
willing  to  be  dismissed  from  the  pastorate,  and  if  so,  on  what  terms.  Dr. 
Parsons  agreed  to  submit  to  a  mutual  council  the  question  of  his  dismission, 
and  the  further  question  as  to  what  compensation  he  should  receive.  The 
council  met,  Aug.  31,  1S19,  and  adjourned  to  the  next  day,  when  it  decided 
that  the  civil  contract  existing  between  the  parties  should  be  dissolved, 
and  that  the  parish  should  pay  Dr.  Parsons  $1,300.  Sept.  20,  18 19,  the 
parish  voted  to  raise  $1,450  for  making  a  final  settlement  with  Dr.  Parsons, 
so  that  he  should  have  no  further  claim  on  the  parish. 

Sept.  20,  1819,  at  the  meeting  when  it  was  voted  to  raise  $1,450  to 
settle  all  claims  that  Dr.  Parsons  might  have  against  the  First  parish,  the 
parish  made  one  more  and,  it  is  believed,  a  final  effort,  to  bring  about  a 
union  with  the  Second  parish.  It  was  voted  that  a  union  of  the  First  and 
Second  parishes,  so  as  to  constitute  but  one  church  and  one  congregation, 
under  charge  of  one  minister,  would  be  for  the  furtherance  of  the  Gospel, 
the  peace,  tranquility  and  respectability  of  the  town,  and  a  source  of  very 
great  economy.  The  parish  offered  to  unite  with  the  brethren  of  the 
Second  church,  if  the  latter  saw  fit.  in  calling  a  council  of  churches  from 
adjacent  counties  to  bring  about  such  union.  The  calling  of  Dr.  Parsons 
to  the  pastorate  of  the  I-irst  church  had  caused  the  breach  that  led  to  the 
organization  of  the  Second  ;  with  the  dismission  of  Dr.  Parsons,  it  was 
hoped  and  believed  that  the  differences  might  be  adjusted  and  the  churches 
united.  Put  the  breach  had  become  too  wide;  the  Second  church,  now 
luTnly  established,  liad  no  thought  of  giving  up  its  independence. 

Nov.  22,  1S19,  the  First  parish  voted  to  unite  with  the  ciunch,  if  the 
latter  saw  fit,  in  extending  a  call  to  Rev.  Daniel  A.  dark  to  settle  in  the 
ministry,  offering  him  a  salary  of  S675  per  annum.  'I'lie  church  concurring, 
Mr.  Clark  was  installed  as  pastor,  Jan.  26,  1820  ;  he  had  previously  been 
settled  at  Weymouth  and  at  Southlniry,  (  onn.  Mr.  Clark  was  a  preacher 
of  great  power.     Three  volumes  of  his  sermons  were  published,  and  were 
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regarded  as  among  the  ablest  sermons  of  the  times.  In  a  biographical 
sketch  by  Rev.  Dr.  George  Shepard,  of  Bangor;  Me.,  contained  in  one  of 
these  volumes,  he  is  described  as  follows  :  "  Mr.  Clark's  person,  voice  and 
■entire  manner  were  in  perfect  keeping  with  his  style,  a  large  masculine 
frame  ;  a  voice  harsh,  strong,  capable  of  great  volume  though  not  very 
flexible;  an  action,  for  the  most  part,  ungraceful,  but  significant  and 
natural;  a  countenance  bearing  bold,  strongly  marked  features  at  every 
opening  of  which  the  naked  and  working  passions  would  look  intensely 
out; — altogether  gave  the  idea  of  huge,  gigantic  power."  He  was  an 
aggressive  reformer,  taking  a  leading  part  in  the  warfare,  then  in  its 
infancy,  against  intemperance.  During  his  pastorate  Amherst  College  was 
founded;  he  took  great  interest  in  the  enterprise  and  preached  an  eloquent 
sermon  at  the  laying  of  the  corner-stone  of  the  first  college  building.. 
The  closing  year  of  Mr.  Clark's  ministry  was  marked  by  serious  dissensions 
between  pastor  and  people.  Nov.  24,  1,823,  the  parish  appointed  a 
committee  to  bring  charges  against  Mr.  Clark;  April  12,  1824,  he  was 
requested  to  take  a  dismission,  but  refused  to  comply  with  the  request. 
July  5,  1S24,  the  parish  requested  the  church  to  unite  in  calling  an  ecclesi- 
astical council,  to  consider  the  subject  of  Mr.  Clark's  dismission,  and 
should  he  refuse  to  join  them  in  calling  such  a  council,  then  an  ex-parte 
council  was  to  be  summoned.  It  was  also  voted  to  inform  Mr.  Clark  that 
it  was  not  the  wish  of  the  parish  that  he  should  supply  the  pulpit  prior  to  his 
dismission.  Mr.  Clark  consented  to  refer  the  matter  to  an  ecclesiastical 
council,  and  on  the  advice  of  this  council  was  dismissed.  Aug.  5,  1824. 
The  records  contain  no  hint  as  to  the  nature  of  the  charges  against  him. 

Nov.  7,  1825,  the  parish  voted  to  concur  with  the  church  in  extending 
a  call  to  Rev.  Royal  Washburn  to  settle  in  the  ministry.  The  salary 
offered  was  $600,  and  a  stipulation  was  made  that  either  party  to  the  civil 
contract  entered  into  might  terminate  the  same  on  giving  a  si.x-months' 
notice  to  the  other  party.  "Sir.  Washburn  was  installed  as  pastor,  Jan.  5, 
1826,  and  continued  in  the  pastorate  until  his  death,  Jan.  i,  1833.  He 
\vas  married,  in  1827,  to  Harriet,  daughter  of  Dr.  Parsons.  Mr.  Wash- 
burn won  the  respect  and  love  of  his  peoi:)Ie  to  a  marked  degree.  He  was 
not  only  an  eloquent  preacher,  but  a  loving  pastor,  whose  advice  was  freely 
given  and  highly  valued,  whose  sympathy  in  the  liour  of  affliction  was 
very  grateful,  who  possessed  in  full  measure  the  graces  that  go  to  roinid 
out  a  Christian  character.  In  May,  1S32,  Mr.  Washburn  tendered  his 
resignation  to  tiie  ]:arisli  on  account  of  ill  health  ;  the  parish  was  unwilling 
to  dismiss  him,  and  v(jted,  Aug.  13.  not  to  se\"er  the  connection,  but  to 
discharge  him  from  his  duties  and  sujiply  the  pulpit  for  a  time. 

Nov.  13,  1832,  the  parish  ap])oiiited  a  committee  to  jirocure  a  perma- 
nent supply  for  the  pulpit,  with  reference  to  the  settlement  of  a  minister. 
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Jiilv  29,  1833,  the  parish  voted  to  concur  with  the  church  in  inviting  Rev. 
George  E.  Adams  to  settle  in  the  ministry,  offering  him  a  saLary  of  S6oo 
per  annum.  Nov.  29,  1S33,  the  parish  \  oted  to  call  Rev.  T^I.  T.  Adam  and 
to  offer  him  a  salary  of  S650.  The  latter  call  was  accepted  and  Mr.  Adam 
was  installed  Dec.  28,  1S33.  He  was  a  native  of  Scotland,  having  been 
educated  at  Glasgow  and  London.  Oct.  31,  1834,  the  parish  \  oted  to 
dissolve  the  connection  with  Mr.  Adam  ;  he  objected  and  asked  for 
reasons  ;  among  those  offered  were  that  his  practice  of  associating  with 
neighboring  ministers,  exchanging  with  them  and  conducting  social 
meetings,  was  not  agreeable  to  the  usages  of  parishes  and  churches  in  the 
vicinity.  He  agreed  to  leave  the  questions  at  issue  to  the  decision  of  a 
mutual  council.  Dec.  10,  1834,  he  was  dismissed,  the  council  testifying 
that  he  had  been  "  unwearied  in  his  labors,  faithful  and  conscientious  in 
the  discharge  of  his  ministerial  duties  and  above  all  suspicion  as  to  high 
moral  and  Christian  character." 

June  5,  1835,  the  parish  extended  an  invitation  to  Rev.  Edward  P. 
Humphrey  to  settle  in  the  ministry,  offering  him  a  salary  of  $800;  Oct.  i 
of  the  same  year,  a  similar  invitation  was  extended  to  Rev.  Daniel  Crosby 
of  Charlestown,  and  Dec.  30,  Selah  R.  Treat  was  invited  to  become  the 
pastor  of  the  church.  These  "calls"  were  none  of  them  successful,  but 
better  luck  attended  the  parish  when,  March  7,  1836,  Rev.  Josiah  JJent  was 
given  an  invitation  to  settle  in  the  ministry  ;  the  salary  offered  was  $Soo  and 
he  was  to  be  granted  Sioo  for  moving  expenses.  He  had  previously  been 
settled  at  Weymouth.  He  was  installed  April  19,  1837,  ^^^^  died  in  office, 
Xov.  19,  1S39.  -^^^  ministry  though  short  was  fruitful,  22  persons  being 
admitted  to  the  church  in  1838  and  99  in  1839.  He  was  consecrated  to 
liis  work  and  did  "not  spare  himself  in  his  Master's  service. 

April  I,  1840,  the  parish  voted  to  extend  a  call  to  Rev.  Aaron  M. 
Colton  to  settle  in  the  ministry:  the  salary  offered  was  S800.  Mr.  Colton 
accepted  and  was  ordained  June  9,  1840.  Mr.  Colton  seems  to  have  been 
tile  hrst  pastor  of  the  church  who  was  allowed  a  vacation,  the  parish  voting, 
A])ril  6,  1847,  that  by  the  terms  of  his  settlement  he  might  be  absent  from 
<Iuircii  not  exceeding  foui'  Sabbaths  a  year,  when  the  pulpit  woukl  be 
i»iipplied  without  expense  to  him.  In  August,  1852,  Mr.  Colton  requested 
tile  (  hurch  and  pari.^h  to  unite  in  calling  a  council  for  his  dismission  ;  the 
p.iiish  Noted  against  such  action  at  the*  lime,  but  in  October  complied  with 
his  rerjuest.  Mr.  Colton  was  dismissed,  Jan.  4,  1853,  after  a  i)astC)rate 
during  which  the  church  and  parish  were  greatly  prospered.  During  his 
niini.Niry  tlie  church  experienced  three  seasons  of  religious  awakening,  one 
<'S  ni. liked  power  in  1830,  as  a  result  of  which  there  were  95  additions  to 
tl't-  (  lun(  h  the  following  year.  Mr,  Colton  took  an  active  part  in  temperance 
^''crk  .mil  was  a  leader  in  the  movement  that  suppressed  tlie  sale  of  liquor 
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in  Amherst.  After  his  departure  from  Amherst,  he  was  settled  for  many 
years  over  a  church  in  Easthampton,  in  which  town  he  died  in  the  spring 
of  1895. 

]\ray  24,  1853,  the  parish  invited  Rev.  E.  S.  Dwight  to  settle  in  the 
ministry,  offering  him  a  salary  of  $900,  he  to  have  four  Sabbaths  during 
the  year  for  his  own  use  and  vacation."  Mr.  Dwight  became  acting  pastor, 
Aug.  21,  1S53  ;  was  installed.  July  19,  1854;  dismissed,  Aug.  28,  i860. 
He  was  greatly  beloved  by  parish  and  congregation  and  the  church  prospered 
grea:tly  under  his  ministry. 

Eeb.  5,  1861,  Rev.  H.  L.  Hubbell  was  called  by  the  parish  to  become 
its  minister,  at  a  salary  of  $1,000.  He  Was  installed,  April  24,  1861; 
dismissed,  April  4,  1S65.  His  pastorate,  lasting  through  the  period  of  the 
civil  war,  was  marked  by  one  general  revival  of  religious  interest.  In  the 
summer  of  1864,  Mr.  Hubbell  visited  and  ministered  to  the  Amherst 
soldiers  who  were  fighting  at  the  front.  He  was  held  in  high  esteem  by 
the  church  and  community.  He  is  now  presiclent  of  Lake  Charles  College, 
Lake  Charles,  La. 

Dec.  4,  1865,  a  call  to  settle  in  the  ministry  w^as  extended  to  Rev. 
David  Torry,  D.  D.,  at  a  salary  of  $1,500  and  the  use  of  the  parsonage. 
Oct.  I,  1866,  a  similar  invitation  was  extended  to  Rev.  J.  P.  Skeele. 
Early  in  1867,  propositions  looking  to  a  settlement  were  made  to  Rev.  J. 
L.  Jenkins,  and  Jan.  28  of  that  year,  a  letter  was  addressed  to  the  parish 
by  Mr.  Jenkins,  agreeing  to  supply  the  pulpit  at  a  salary  of  52,700  and  the 
use  of  the  parsonage,  the  question  of  settlement  to  be  postponed.  Sept. 
2,  1868,  the  parish  invited  Mr.  Jenkins  to  settle'in  the  ministry  ;  he  accepted, 
and  was  installed,  Sept.  24,  1868  ;  he  resigned,  Jan.  23,  1877.  Of  the 
pastors  of  the  First  church  since  its  organization,  few  have  been  held  in 
such  high  esteem  as  v^  as  Mr.  Jenkins.  An  eloquent  preacher,  he  possessed 
social  qualities,  as  well,  that  especially  endeared  him  to  his  congregation. 
He  ^vas  a  natural  leader  of  men,  and  the  impress  of  his  character  was 
manifest  upon  the  history  of  church  and  parish  during  all  his  pastorate. 
Each  year  there  were  large  accessions  to  church  membership,  eacii  year 
marked  progress  in  all  lines  of  religious  work. 

Oct.  8,  1877,  Rev.  Howard  Kingsbury  was  called  to  the  pastorate. 
The  parish  otTerecl  him  a  salary  of  $2,000,  the  use  of  the  parsonage  and  an 
annual  vacation  of  four  weeks.  He  was  installed,  Dec.  6,  1877,  and  died 
in  office,  Sept.  28,  1878.  During  his  brief  pastorate  he  won  the  love  of 
his  people  as  few  ministers  have  done,  before  or  since,  and  his  death  caused 
mourning  in  the  parish  and  in  the  town  as  well. 

May  6,  1879,  Rev.  i-'orrest  1".  iMuerson  was  invited  to  settle  in  the 
ministry.  He  was  installed  the  same  year  and  continued  in  office  until  his 
resignation,  which  was  accepted  ijy  the  p.irish,   l''eb.   14,   1883.     All  who 
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knew  Mr.  f^merson  during  his  pastorate  in  Amherst  will  bear  witness  to 
his  sterling  qualities  as  a  man  and  as  a  minister  of  the  Gospel.  Better- 
sermons  were  never  delivered  from  an  Amherst  pulpit  than  were  listened 
to  by  his  congregations. 

June  13,  1883,  Rev.  George  S.  Dickerman  was  called  to  the  pastorate. 
He  was  installed  the  same  year  and  continued  in  office  until  his  resignation, 
March  5,  1891.  During  his  pastorate  the  church  prospered  greatly,, 
enjoying  many  seasons  of  revival  and  gaining  largely  in  membership. 

Oct.  21,  1891,  the  parish  extended  a  call  to  Rev.  F.  L.  Goodspeed.. 
He  continued  in  office  until  Nov.  3.  1S94,  when  he  resigned.  Mr.  Good- 
speed  was  very  popular  botli  as  a  preacher  and  a  pastor,  and  his  departure 
to  another  field  of  labor  was  a  cause  of  deep  regret. 

Oct.  15,  1895,  the  parish  called  to  the  pastorate  Rev.  Oliver  Huckeh 
of  Philadelphia;  he  accepted,  and  was  installed  Dec.  4. 

In  1787,  the  parish  voted  to  build  a  new  meeting-house  on  the  hill 
where  the  old  one  then  stood  ;  its  foundations  were  to  be  of  hewn  stone, 
it  was  to  be  65  feet  long  and  of  proportionate  width,  and  twelve  months 
was  allowed  for  erecting  and  enclosing  it.  A  committee  of  nine  was 
appointed  to  make  preparations  for  the  building,  to  prepare  estimates  of 
all  articles  that  should  enter  into  its  construction,  and  to  "  divide  the 
Inhabitants  of  the  parish  aforesaid  as  equally  as  maybe  into  eight  classes, 
with  a  descriptive  list  of  each  and  every  one's  proportion  of  all  and  every 
article  necessary  for  carrying  into  effect  the  aforementioned  votes."  The 
committee  was  to  "  assign  to  each  class  and  individual  of  classes  tlieir 
respective  proportion  of  every  article  which  may  be  necessary  for  erecting 
and  finishing  the  proposed  house,"  and  also  to  assign  to  every  one  'Tiis 
and  their  proportion  of  all  labor  supposed  to  be  necessary  in  framing,  that 
each  class  may  do  their  proportion  thereof."  The  building  committee  was 
selected  later  on,  and  consisted  of  Simeon  Strong,  Esq.,  Capt.  Eli  Parker, 
l^lijah  Dickinson,  Daniel  Kellogg  and  Zebina  Montague. 

June  iS,  a  committee  of  five  was  appointed  to  superintend  the  taking- 
down  of  the  old  meeting-house  ;  this  v.as  to  be  done  without  cost  to  the 
J)ari^il.  The  spectators  were  to  be  "served  0!i  raising  days  at  the  frame 
^^ith  cake  and  cheese  and  Hquor  at  the  parisli  expense."  Work  on  this 
l)inl(ling  w  as  carried  on  witli  far  greater  ex})edition  than  on  the  building  of 
tlu-  tir.^t  meeting-house,  and  in  Xoxemher  it  was  so  well  ad\anced  that  a 
p.insii  meeting  was  held  in  it.  'J'he  galleries  were  put  in  the  following 
^mnnuT,  but  the  inside  was  not  finislied  until  1791.  Viewed  from  an 
•i'^  hiicctural  standj^oi nt,  the  new  building  was  a  great  improvement  over  its 
picdcrcssor.  It  had  a  porch  built  on  the  west  .side  and  this  was  crowned 
I'v  .»  I.i-lfry.  '1'}^^  parish  voted,  Sept.  5,  17S.S,  that  "any  of  the  parisli  who 
♦»''e  nu  hnctl  have  liberty  to  build  .1  beltry  at  west  end  of  meeting-house,  by 
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.subscription."  In  1789,  ^20  were  appropriated  to  erect  a  lig^htning-rod  on 
the  steeple.  In  1792,  £100  was  appropriated  for  a  bell;  the  "  konk  "  had 
outhved  its  usefidness.  In  1797,  it  was  voted  to  have  the  bell  struck  at 
twelve  of  the  clock  in  the  day;  in  1799,  to  have  it  struck  at  12  of  the  day 
and  9  of  the  night ;  the  latter  vote  was  repeated  for  many  years  thereafter. 
The  9  o'clock  bell  was  to  warn  orderly  citizens  that  it  was  time  they  were 
in  bed.  In  1815,  it  was  voted  to  build  a  cupola.  There  were  three  doors, 
one  each  on  the  east,  the  west  and  the  south  side.  As  regarded  interior 
arrangement,  the  pulpit  was  at  the  north  end,  about  on  a  level  with  the 
galleries,  and  over  it  hung  the  sounding-board.  Directly  under  and  in 
front  was  the  deacons'-seat  where  the  deacons  sat  facing  the  audience. 
The  singers  occupied  the  gallery  opposite,  the  boys  the  gallery  on  the  right 
and  the  girls  jthat  on  the  left.  Dec.  3,  iSoi,  it  was  voted  to  seat  young 
people  in  the  galleries.  Tithing-men  were  appointed  to  regulate  the 
behavior  of  the  young  people.  Samuel  Abby  was  engaged  to  hnish  the 
meeting-house,  but  before  the  work  was  completed  he  became  hnancially 
embarrassed  ;  as  a  consequence,  the  parish  was  called  on  to  defend  several 
Lawsuits  brought  by  Mr.  Abby's  creditors.  The  building  when  completed 
was  esteemed  one  of  the  finest  meeting-houses  in  the  region,  and  was  a 
source  of  pride  to  those  who  worshiped  therein. 

The  second  meeting-house,  completed  in  1791,  satisfied  the  needs  of 
the  parish  for  nearly  forty  years.  It  had  some  imperfections  ;  the  roof 
leaked,  and  the  parish  passed  numy  votes  in  regard  to  repairing  it.  As 
has  been  stated  in  a  previous  chapter,  when  Amherst  College  was  hrst 
established  and  for  many  years  thereafter,  the  students  worshiped  in  the 
First  parish  church.  The  students  rapidly  increased  in  numbers,  and  as 
there  was  also  a  steady,  though  less  rapid  growth,  in  the  membership  of 
the  parish,  it  became  apparent,  as  early  as  1827,  that  measures  must  be 
taken  to  provide  greater  accommodations  for  the  worshipers.  Dec.  10, 
182 1,  it  was  voted  that  the  officers  and  students  of  the  charitable  institu- 
tion might  occupy  the  meeting-house  as  a  chapel  the  ensuing  year,  on 
condition  that  they  would  make  good  all  damages  caused  by  them.  Dec. 
28,  1826,  the  parish  commillce  was  authorized  to  consult  with  the  college 
faculty  and  to  rt-nt  pews  to  them.  April  9,  1827,  it  was  voted  that  the 
seats  in  the  meeting-house  heretof(jre  occupied  by  the  faculty  and  students 
should  henceforth     l)e  by  them  enjoyed  without  interruption."" 

Jan.  8,  1828,  it  was  voted  to  build  a  new  meeting-house  or  remove  and 
rebuild  the  present  (jne  if  sutiicient  funds  could  be  raised  l)y  a  previous 
sale  of  pews.  A  conunittee  was  ajipointed  to  iiave  <  harge  of  the  matter  ; 
this  committee  reported,  jan.  17,  1828,  tiiat  it  was  expedient  to  l)uild  a  new 
house.  The  trustees  of  the  college  had  offered  to  coiuey  to  the  jxirisii  n 
piece  of  land  ten  rcxLs  square,  on  the  northeast  corner  of  the  farm  lately 
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owned  by  heirs  of  Rev.  David  Parsons,  for  a  meeting-house,  provided  the 
parish  would  take  down  the  present  house  and  allow  the  college  to  hold  its 
annual  commencements  in  the  new  building;  the  committee  considered 
this  a  most  advantageous  location.  They  had  also  procured  plans  of  a 
house,  80x65  feet,  with  124  pews  on  the  ground  floor,  which  could  be  built 
at  an  estimated  expense  of  ^;6,5oo.  1  hey  presented  a  series  of  regulations 
to  govern  the  management  of  the  property,  among  them  the  following  r 
'•  Xo  person  shall  sell  or  lease  his  or  her  pew  to  any  black  or  mulatto,  or 
to  any  person  of  notoriously  infamous  character;"  "The  parish  have  no 
right  to  allow  town-meetings  to  be  held  in  said  house."  The  parish  voted 
to  accept  the  report,  to  dispose  of  the  old  house  and  appropriate  the  avails 
toward  the  erection  of  a  new  house  on  land  proposed  in  committee's  report. 

The  location  proposed  was  not,  apparently,  satisfactory  to  all,  for 
March  11,  1828,  a  committee  was  ap})ointed  to  procure  subscriptions  for 
purchasing  the  "  Strong  corner  "  as  a  site  for  the  new  building.  ]March  12, 
1S2S,  the  latter  vote  was  rescinded,  and  it  was  voted  that  if  the  college 
tvould  give  the  parish  Sy  00,  and  sufficient  money  could  be  raised,  tobuildon 
the  site  proposed  by  the  college.  The  first  sale  of  pews  was  held  Jan.  22, 
at  ]]oltwood's  hotel,  with  Col.  Smith  as  auctioneer.  The  sale  was  adjourned 
from  time  to  time  until  INIarch  20,  when  it  was  begun  anew%  with  Luke 
Sweetser  as  auctioneer;  the  amount  secured  was  $5,427  ;  this  sum  was 
increased  by  payments  received  for  pews  at  private  sale  until  it  amounted  tO' 
^^^'^35-  -"^s  this  sum  exceeded  the  estimated  cost,  it  was  decided  to  begin 
the  building  at  once.  Elijah  iioltwood,  Horace  Kellogg  and  John  Leland 
were  the  building  committee,  \V.  S.  Rowland  the  designer  and  builder.  It 
was  voted  to  build  of  brick,  if  funds  could  be  obtained,  and  also  to  build  a 
basement.  Contrary  to  precedent,  the  work  was  carried  on  with  despatch 
and  the  building  was  finished  in  season  for  the  commencement  exercises- 
of  the  college  in  1829. 

As  ''College  Hall"  the  building  still  stands,  a  substantial  monument 
to  the  good  workmanship  of  its  builder.  Its  appearance  is  slightly  altered, 
tile  portico  in  front,  supported  by  huge  pillars  resting  on  a  stone  platform, 
l».iving  l)een  removed,  by  vote  of  the  parish,  in  1861.  The  building, 
\\iliiout  and  within,  was  plain  e\en  to  austerity  ;  without,  the  only  deviation 
fioin  a  straigiit  line  was  found  in  the  belfry  and  the  rounded  pillars  ;  within, 
tlie  sciuare  atul  rectangle  governed  all.  The  pulpit  and  pews  and  galleries. 
^^l-•r^•  as  square  and  as  orthodox  as  was  the  preaching  of  the  Rev.  Daniel 
t  !.uk.  The  pews  all  had  doors  and  their  occupants  were  buttoned  in 
t.iirin^  the  service.  The  pews  for  blacks  and  mulattos  were  located  in  the 
^■::tiu-r  corners  of  the  house,  o\er  the  gallery  stairs.  In  1828,  it  was 
V"'.'  *l  that  if  the  trustees  of  the  academy  would  pay  $150  toward  the  meet- 
»:»^  i.(<uve,  the  students  at  the  academy  should  have  seats  in  the  gallery.. 
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In  1839,  it  was  voted  that  the  Hghtning-rod  should  be  transferred  from 
the  old  to  the  new  meeting-house  ;  in  1836,  to  procure  blinds  for  the  gallerv 
windows  in  the  west  end  of  the  meeting-house;  the  same  year,  to  ''stain 
the  plaistering '.'  inside  the  meeting  house;  in  1845,  to  paint  the  part  of 
the  slips  that  border  on  the  "  isles."  In  1832,  the  parish  gave  consent  to 
place  stoves  in  the  meeting-house  if  the  same  should  be  purchased  and 
put  up  by  subscription.  In  1S35,  tiie  question  of  removing  the  stoves  was 
referred  to  the  parish  comniittee.  In  1858,  the  parish  connnittee  was  to 
have  charge  of  pro\  iding  a  place  for  the  parish  wood,  and  also  to  prevent 
the  stoves  from  smoking  and  the  pipes  from  leaking.  In  1859,  the  parisli 
committee  reported  in  favor  of  partitioning  off  a  space  ten  feet  square  in 
the  basement  and  putting  in  two  furnaces.  In  1857,  a  committee  was 
•chosen  to  procure  chandeliers  and  lamps  for  lighting  the  meeting-house  ; 
in  1862,  it  was  voted  that  the  lainps  in  the  church  and  "Agricultural  hall  " 
(in  the  basement)  should  be  changed  so  as  to  burn  kerosene  oil. 

In  1830,  several  votes  were  passed  in  regard  to  "finishing  "  the  base- 
Tnent  ;  Dec.  27  of  that  year,  the  first  mention  is  made  of  a  "vestry." 
Town-meetings  were  held  in  the  vestry,  when  completed  ;  m  1S42,  the 
parish  voted  to  charge  the  town  S30  per  annum  for  the  use  of  the  vestry, 
and,  in  case  this  was  not  paid,  to  prohibit  its  use.  Feb,  2,  1856,  a  connnittee 
was  chosen  to  negotiate  with  the  town,  concerning  the  fitting  up  of  the 
basement  of  the  meeting-house  for  a  hall,  for  town,  agricultural,  and  other 
purposes.  l"he  basement  was  finished  and  furnished,  and  was  known  for 
.a  number  of  years  as  "  Agricultural  hall,  "  being  the  headquarters  of  the 
Hampshire  Agricultural  society.  In  1861,  the  parish  voted  to  offer  the 
Agricultural  society  and  otherowners  ^250  for  their  right  and  interest  in 
the  hall  and  the  furniture  contained  therein.  In  1865,  it  was  voted  "to 
purchase  of  Amherst  C'ollege  the  right  they  have  in  the  meeting-house." 
In  1S54,  a  ''lecture-room"  was  built,  a  modest  structure  of  wood  in  the 
rear  of  the  meeting-house.  In  1838,  individuals  were  given  leave  to  erect 
.horse-sheds  in  the  rear  of  the  meeting-house  ;  from  this  time  on  the 
■"  horse-shed  question  "  has  a  prominent  place  in  the  parish  records. 

From  an  early  date,  the  parish  was  interested  in  the  question  of  church 
music.  h'or  many  years  the  singing  was  by  the  congregation,  and  while  this 
.assured  a  goodly  volume  of  sound  the  quality  was  subject  to  improx  ement. 
Singing-schools  were  held  under  direction  and  i)ay  of  the  parish,  to  which 
all  were  invited.  In  1790,  the  parish  voted  1 6  "  to  ])ay  the  singing  maister 
and  defray  the  expenses  of  correcting  the  nuisic  in  this  j)arish  ;"  at  the 
same  meeting  it  was  voted  to  '-higher"  Mr.  John  Stic  kney  to  keep  a 
singing-schofjl  in  the  ]:)ari.s]i  three  months.  In  1821,  $75  was  appropriated 
for  "  reviving"  the  church  music;  in  1829,  '^20  to  "recruit"  the  singing. 
Jn  1830,  tliere  was  a  "(juire  "  of  singers.     In  1 837,  the  clerk  was  authorized 
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*'  to  make  an  explanation  to  Colo.  Bau,  and  ascertain  what  damage  has 
accrued  to  him  in  consequence  of  his  not  having  the  singing-school."  In 
1839,  the .  parish  voted  to  substitute  "Church  Psalmody"  for  "Watts' 
Select  Hymns;"  at  the  same  meeting,  $125  was  appropriated  for  the 
*' double  bass  viol  lately  procured  for  use  of  the  singing  choir,"  and  for 
room,  lights  and  fuel.  In  1850,  the  parish  voted  to  pay  $250  and  what  it 
could  get  for  the  bass-viol  for  an  organ,  provided  that  not  less  than  $2 50 
be  obtained  from  other  sources  for  the  same  purpose.  In  1855,  it  was 
voted  to  raise  $200  for  the  purchase  of  an  organ,  and  give  the  bass-viol  in 
addition,  if  $800  could  be  raised  in  three  months  by  subscription  ;  the 
organ,  a  small  second-hand  one,  was  purchased  the  same  year.  In  1856, 
$200  was  appropriated  for  singing. 

The  attitude  assumed  by  the  parish  on  the  anti-slavery  question,  at' 
the  time  the  matter  was  receiving  so  much  attention  from  the  students  at 
Amherst  College,  is  made  apparent  by  a  vote  passed  April  9,  1S38,  dis- 
missing the  article  relating  to  granting  the  use  of  the  meeting-house  for 
the  purpose  of  holding  lectures  on  the  subject  of  slavery.  In  1861,  it 
was  voted  to  allow  the  use  of  the  church  for  a  lecture  by  John  1].  Gough. 

The  parish  first  showed  recognition  of  the  need  of  a  parsonage  in 
1841,  when  a  vote  was  passed  to  purchase  the  house  and  lot  lately  occupied 
by  Mrs.  Deborah  Shepard,  for  a  parsonage  ;  this  vote  was  rescinded,  Aug. 
21,  at  an  adjourned  meeting.  The  next  minute  in  regard  to  the  matter  is 
found  under  date  of  Jan.  18,  1854,  when  it  was  voted  ''desirable  that  this 
parish  have  a  parsonage."  P^eb.  15,  the  foregoing  was  qualified  by  a  vote 
that  it  was  "not  expedient  for  the  parish  as  a  parish  to  build  or  purchase  a 
parsonage  by  taxing  its  members."  In  1854,  the  General  Court  passed  an 
act  incorporating  ihe  proprietors  of  the  parsonage  of  the  First  Congrega- 
tional parish  in  Amherst.  Nov.  16,  i860,  a  committee  was  appointed  to 
.  report  in  regard  to  the  purchase  of  a  parsonage.  Jan.  3,  18G1,  it  was 
voted  to  purchase  a  parsonage  for  $2,500. 

The  parish,  at  its  organization  and  for  many  years  thereafter,  raised 
the  funds  needed  for  its  expenses  by  a  rate  laid  upon  its  members.  It  was 
not  until  well  along  into  the  nineteenth  century  that  the  plan  of  renting 
i>t\v.s  went  into  effect.  In  1S13.  Josiah  Warner  gave  a  note  of  Si 00, 
v.iiicii  was  to  remain  in  the  parish  treasury  as  a  permanent  fund,  the  interest 
t'»  he  paid  each  year  to  Rev.  I)a\  id  Parsons  and  his  successors  in  the 
iiiunstry,  as  a  free  gift  and  not  as  a  part  of  their  salary.  I'^eb.  13,  18  16, 
^  a  special  act  was  passed  by  the  General  Court,  incorporating  Noah  Webster, 
Ivutu.^  ('(nvles,  Moses  Hastings,  I'au^s  liaker  and  Calvin  Merrill  as  trustees 
tile  ministerial  fup.d  of  the  l-'irst  })arisii  in  Amherst.  They  were 
-•'itnorized  to  hold  {)roperty  not  exceeding  $12,000  in  value.  'J'he  o thee  of 
<^''. lector  was  put  up  at  auction  annually  and  went  to  the  lowest  bidder. 
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Jan.  6,  1S25,  the  pews  were  rented  for  the  first  time,  the  sum  realized  bt^ini; 
$605.  In  1S60,  the  parish  voted  to  avail  itself  of  the  provisions  of  an 
act  passed  by  the  General  Court  in  1845,  permitting  the  assessment  of  all 
religious  charges  upon  the  pews  in  the  meeting-house. 

In  1S40,  the  parish  voted  that  its  minister  should  not  accept  gifts 
from  one  not  a  member  of  the  parish,  without  accounting  to  the  parish 
treasurer  therefor;  this  vote  was  rescinded  the  following  year.  In  1859. 
it  was  voted  that  when  a  person  died  the  sexton  should  toll  the  bell  live 
minutes  and  then  strike  the  person's  age,  at  sunrise  or  sunset. 

As  early  as  1864,  the  need  of  a  new  meeting-house  became  apparent 
and  forced  its  way  into  prominence  at  parish  meetings.  In  1S66,  a  com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  consider  building  a  new  church.  Jan.  30  of  that 
year,  the  parish  voted  to  offer  to  sell  to  the  trustees  of  Amherst  College 
the  meeting-house  and  the  land  on  which  the  lecture-room  stood  for 
Si 0,000  ;  if  the  trustees  refused  to  purchase,  then  the  property  was  to  be 
offered  to  the  town ;  if  both  parties  declined  to  buy,  then  it  was  voted  to 
build  upon  the  same  site.  A  committee  was  appointed  to  solicit  subscrip- 
tions for  erecting  a  new  church  amounting  to  at  least  $15,000,  The 
committee  met  with  little  success,  and  April  9,  1867,  a  proposition  was 
made  to  erect  the  new  church  on  ''the  Montague  lot."  April  15,  of  the 
same  year,  it  was  voted  that  in  order  to  secure  new  strength  to  the  parish 
and  prevent  the  forming  of  a  new  society,  steps  should  be  taken  looking 
to  the  erection  of  the  new  building  on  land  belonging  to  George  ^Montague- 
April  29,  a  committee  appointed  for  the  purpose  reported  that  they  had 
secured  the  land  desired  as  a  site  for  $3,900,  and  that  the  estimated  cost 
of  the  church,  if  built  of  stone,  was  $30,000.  July  8,  the  parish  accepted 
the  plans  presented,  and  the  bid  of  C.  ^V.  Lessey  to  construct  the  church 
for$38,95o.  The  corner-stone  of  the  new  building  was  laid  Sept.  21,  1867, 
and  it  was  dedicated,  Sept.  23,  1868.  Jan.  20,  1S69,  the  building  committee 
reported  that  the  cost  of  the  church,  parsonage,  land,  grading  and  organ 
had  been  $66,482.86.  The  parish  debt  was  a  few  dollars  less  than  $34,000. 
Feb.  II,  1S89,  a  committee  appointed  to  solicit  subscriptions  to  cancel  the 
debt  reported  that  sufhcient  money  had  been  paid  in  and  pledged  to  pay 
the  debt  in  full.  At  the  same  meeting  it  was  voted  to  celebrate  in  titting 
manner  the  one  hundred  and  fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  church  and  parish. 
The  anniversary  was  celebrated,  Nov.  7,  1889,  and  in  connection  wilh  this 
event  a  historical  review  of  the  church  and  parish  was  printed. 
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CHAPTER  XXVIII. 


The  Second  Church. — Pastors  and  Terms  of  Service. — First  and 
Second  Meeting-Houses. — Janitor's  Duties. — Church  Music. 
— Differences  Between  the  First  and  Second  Church. 

The  Second  church  and  parish  grew  and  prospered  under  the  minis- 
trations of  Rev.  Nathan  Perkins,  jr.,  whose  pastorate  began  in  iSio  and 
continued  until  his  death  in  1S42.  Shortly  before  his  installation,  the 
First  church  had  voted  to  remove  all  the  censures  it  had  placed  upon  those 
who  had  gone  out  from  it  and  organized  the  Second  church,  and  the  latter 
henceforth  was  recognized  and  treated  as  a  sister  organization.  Mr, 
Perkins  was  a  man  greatly  beloved  by  his  parishioners.  In  an  obituaiy 
notice  published  in  the  New  York  Obscri'er  soon  after  his  decease,  which 
it  is  supposed  was  written  by  his  intimate  friend  President  Humphrey  of 
Amherst  College,  he  is  described  as  •'a  man  of  highly  respectable  talents, 
good  common  sense,  and  unusual  prudence;  as  kind,  affectionate  and 
cheerful  in  his  domestic  and  social  relations,  always  happy  himself,  and 
always  contributing  to  the  happiness  of  those  around  him  ;  as  a  solenm, 
persuasive  and  affectionate  preacher,  as  possessed  of  vigorous  health,  and 
rarely  absent  from  his  pulpit  on  the  Sabbath,  and  as  holding  more  occasional 
meetings  than  most  of  his  brethren  were  able  to  hold  ;  as  instant  in  season 
and  out  of  season,  in  times  of  revivals  ;  as  deeply  interested  in  the  cause 
of  popular  education  :  as  a  pattern  of  punctuality  in  all  his  appointments  ; 
as  for  many  years  the  oldest  active  member  of  the  ministerial  association 
to  which  he  belonged  ;  and  of  his  loss  as  one  which  would  be  severely  felt 
for  a  long  time."  Oct.  4,  1831,  a  connnittee  was  appointed  to  confer  with 
Mr.  Perkins  on  the  subject  of  his  dismission.  Oct.  12,  a  committee  was 
a])pointed  to  consult  with  him  and  see  if  he  would  make  any  reduction  in 
his  salary,  if  so,  how  much.  Oct.  14,  it  was  voted  that  the  parish  would 
iiot  lake  any  measure  at  that  time  to  dismiss  Mr.  Perkins.  He  died  after 
an  illness  lasting  but  two  days,  his  dying  words  being  ''I  love  my  people.'" 

During  the  32  \ears  of  iiis  pastorate  the  church  experienced  no  less, 
tiian  six  extensive  revivals  of  religion,  as  the  fruit  of  which  300  members. 

added  to  the  church.     On  his  settlement  the  church  numbered  83 
nirinbers:  l)efore  the  Xortli  and  South  churches  were  organized,  each  of" 
\vl>i<  \\  drew  largely  from  its  numbers,  the  membership  had  increased  to  349.. 
I  l>e  uli(.le  number  of  admissions  up  to  1840.  by  profession  and  letter,  was 
3<»o.  liie  whole  number  during  his  ministry  373.     'J"he  whole  number  of 
»4 
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deaths,  as  given  by  him  in  his  30th  anniversary  sermon,  preached  Oct.  1 1, 
1840,  was  410,  including  nine  deacons  and  138  heads  of  families.  Atthat 
time,  of  those  who  were  legal  voters  at  the  time  of  his  ordination  there 
were  only  12  or  13  remaining,  while  the  number  of  families  or  parts  of 
families  left  was  about  So.  In  August,  1S22,  the  church  accepted  a  full 
set  of  furniture  for  the  communion  table  presented  by  Oliver  Dickinson. 
In  October,  1824,  Samuel  Hills  and  sixteen  others  were  dismissed,  to  unite 
with  members  of  other  churches,  in  forming  the  church  in  South  Andiei  st. 
Two  years  later,  in  October,  1826,  01i\er  Dickinson  and  25  others  were 
dismissed  to  join  with  persons  from  other  churches  in  forming  the  church 
at  North  Amherst. 

Rev.  Nathan  Perkins,  the  second  pastor  of  the  Second  church,  died 
March  28,  1842.  July  18  of  the  same  year,  the  parish  voted  to  unite  with 
the  church  in  extending  a  call  to  Rev.  Pomeroy  Belden.  The  salary 
offered  was  $550  per  annum,  and  it  was  voted  to  allow  him  four  Sabbaths 
in  each  year  "in  case  he  wishes  to  journey  for  health  or  other  purposes." 
The  parish  also  voted  that  it  considered  the  settlement  of  a  minister  a 
civil  contract,  which  could  be  terminated  by  either  party  after  a  three 
months'  notice  had  been  gi\  en.  Mr.  Pelden  was  a  native  of  East  Whately, 
where  he  was  born  March  15,  18 1 1 ,  He  was  graduated  at  Amherst  College 
in  1833,  and  at  Andover  Theological  Seminary  in  1836.  From  1837  to 
1842,  he  preached  as  stated  supply  at  Deerfield  ;  he  was  installed  as  pastor 
of  the  Second  church  in  x-Vmherst,  Sept.  14,  1842,  and  continued  in  office 
until  his  death,  which  occurred,  after  a  brief  illness,  March  2.  1849. 
Belden  was  an  earnest,  faithful  and  successful  minister,  winning,  to  an 
uncommon  extent,  the  confidence  and  love  of  his  people. 

Oct.  8,  1849,  ^  C'^^^  ^^'^^  extended  to  Rev.  C.  L.  Woodworth  to 
settle  in  the  ministry.  The  salary  offered  was  $550,  and  he  was  to  be 
allowed  three  Sabbaths  in  the  year  "  for  journeying  and  visiting  his 
friends  if  he  sees  fit  so  to  be  absent  for  that  purpose."  rslr.  Woodworth 
was  installed  Nov.  7,  1849.  lie  was  born  at  Somcrs,  Conn.,  May  22,  1823, 
was  graduated  at  Amherst  College  in  1845,  '^'^^^  Hartford  Theological 
Seminary  in  1848,  In  January.  1854,  he  tendered  his  resignation  as  [castor, 
but  the  parish  requested  him  to  withdraw  his  resignation,  at  the  same  time 
voting  him  an  increase  of  salary.  He  continued  in  office  until  dismissed, 
at  his  own  request.  Sept.  2,  1S63.  March  30,  1862,  he  was  chosen  chaplain 
of  the  27tli  Mass.  regiment,  recruited  in  tiiis  neighborhood  and  containing 
many  men  from  .Amherst.  He  remained  at  the  front  with  his  regiment 
until  after  the  l)attles  in  and  around  Cold  Harbor,  in  which  liie  regiment 
was  all  but  dnnihi l.iled,  and  was  nuisteied  out  of  service  in  Julw  1864. 
The  parish  at  first  voted  him  a  year's  leave  of  ab.sence  ;  when  this  expired 
he  tendered   his  resignation,  but  the  parish  responded  by  extending  his 
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leave  of  absence  six  months.  I'efore  the  latter  term  had  ended  he  again 
resigned  and  this  time  insisted  that  the  resignation  be  accepted.  During 
his  pastorate  there  were  several  notable  revivals  of  religious  interest,  as  a 
result  of  which  the  church  added  largely  to  its  membership.  Resolutions 
of  regret  were  passed  by  the  parish  at  the  meetijig  when  his  resignation 
was  accepted. 

Aug.  6,  1863.  the  parish  instructed  its  committee  to  hire  Prof.  Vose  to 
preach,  if  possible  ;  if  not.  to  hire  some  one  else  as  long  as  the  money 
lasts."  J3ec.  8,  1S64,  the  parish  voted  to  unite  with  the  church  in  giving 
a  call  to  Rev.  Jay  Clizbc  ;  the  salary  offered  was  S  1,000  for  the  first  year. 
Mr.  CMizbe  was  born  at  Amsterdam,  X.  V.,  June  16,  1S36;  was  graduated 
at  Union  College  and  at  Andover  1'heological  Seminary.  He  was  installed 
as  pastor  of  the  Second  church,  April  5,  1S65.  In  1867,  he  offered  his 
resignation  ;  the  parish  voted,  March  16,  1867,  that  he  be  requested  to 
withdraw  his  resignation,  offering,  at  the  same  time,  an  increase  of  $400 
in  his  salary  and  to  give  him  three  months  vacation.  Although  the  offer 
was  esteemed  by  him  a  generous  one,  owing  to  poor  health  he  felt  compelled 
to  decline  it.  He  VN'as  dismissed,  March  25,  1867,  much  to  the  regret  of 
his  parishioners. 

Aug.  6.  1867.  the  parish  invited  Rev.  Franklin  P.  Chapin  to  settle  in 
the  ministry.  The  salary  offered  was  $1,200,  and  four  weeks  vacation 
was  granted  him.  Mr.  Chapin  was  born  in  Gill,  Aug.  14,  1S27  ;  he  was 
graduated  at  Andierst  College  in  1852  and  at  Bangor  Theological  Seminary. 
He  was  installed  as  pastor  of  the  Second  church,  Jan.  21,  1868,  and 
dismissed,  at  his  request,  Nov.  27,  1871.  After  his  dismission,  he  served 
for  so:ne  time  as  superintendent  of  schools  in  Amherst. 

June  II,  1873,  the  parish  voted  to  hire  Rev.  C.  A.  Conant  to  preach 
one  year  at  a  salary  of  $1,000.  He  served  as  pastor  of  the  church  four 
years,  though  not  installed.  Mr.  Conant  was  a  native  of  Temple,  Me.,  a 
gr.uluate  of  I'nion  College  and  Auburn  Seminary. 

Sept.  20,  1876,  a  call  was  extended  to  Rev.  Chester  \\\  Hawley  to 
settle  in  the  ministry.  The  salary  offered  was  $1,000;  in  addition,  Mr. 
Il.iwley  was  to  have  the  use  of  the  parsonage  and  an  annual  vacation  of 
tliree  Sabbaths.  He  accepted  the  call,  and  was  installed.  Xov.  15,  1876, 
ri-inaining  in  ser\-ice  until  Sept.  15,  1879,  when  his  resignation  was  accepted 
by  the  parisli,  with  much  regret.     ^Ir.  Hawley  was  born  in  Hadley,  Sei)t. 

1834  ;  he  was  graduated  at  .Andierst  College  in  1858,  and  at  Auburn 
I  htM.U.gital  seminary  in  1861. 

^-o^".  '879,  a  call  to  the  pastorate  was  extended  to  Rev.  d.  K. 
^  '•"h«  r:  ilu;  s.ilary  offered  was  $Soo,  he  to  ha\e  the  use  of  the  parsonage 
•'-'i  an  .mnual  vacation  of  three  Sabbaths.  He  was  installed,  Dec.  10, 
'  ^^rw.  ami  Ills  resignation  was  accepted  by  the  parish,  Marcli  3 1 ,  1885. 
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Mr.  Fisher  was  born  in  Harvard,  in  1823;  was  graduated  from  Amherst 
College  in  1S46,  and  from  Andover  Theological  .Seminary  in  1849. 

Feb.  17,  1886,  Rev.  Francis  J.  Fairbanks  was  invited  to  settle  in  the 
ministry,  at  a  salary  of  S>8oo  and  the  use  of  the  parsonage.  He  continued 
in  office  until  1893,  when  the  parish,  at  a  meeting  held  March  28,  accepted 
his  resignation.  ]Mr.  Fairbanks  was  born  in  .Vshburnham,  Sept,  8,  1835; 
he  was  graduated  at  Amherst  College  in  1862,  and  at  Union  Theological- 
Seminary  in  1864. 

July  20,  1S93.  the  parish  extended  a  call  to  Rev.  C.  L.  Woodworth,  to 
become  acting  pastor;  he  entered  upon  his  labors  shortly  after  and  is  stiil 
in  oftice. 

The  original  meeting-house  erected  by  tire  parish  was  first  occupied 
for  public  worship  in  1784.  For  over  half  a  century  it  served  the  purposes 
for  which  it  was  designed  by  its  builders,  not,  however,  without  undergoing 
various  alterations  and  repairs.  In  1793,  a  committee  was  appointed  to 
"seat"  the  meeting-house;  in  1794,  a  committee  to  keep  it  swept  and  the 
doors  shut.  In  April,  18 15,  the  parish  voted  that  the  body  pews  might  be 
altered  into  slips,  in  case  money  enough  could  be  raised  by  subscription. 
In  1790,  it  was  voted  ''to  omit  building  the  pew  called  the  deaf  pew,  or 
pew  for  deaf  persons."  The  glazing  of  the  meeting-house  was  the  subject 
of  many  parish  votes  ;  the  underpinning,  also,  needed  frequent  repairs. 
In  1820,  the  sum  of  5i,2oo  was  raised  for  repairs,  and  the  committee 
appointed  to  carry  on  the  work  was  instructed  to  build  a  belfry,  a  cupola 
and  one  porch,  also  to  shingle  and  paint  the  house  ;  later  on  the  committee 
was  directed  to  omit  building  the  porch,  to  "  open  the  house  in  the  center," 
and  build  an  addition.  These  alterations  and  repairs  were  completed 
in  1822. 

As  early  as  1836,  measures  were  undertaken  for  the  erection  of  anew 
meeting-house.  At  a  meeting  held  April  11,  it  was  voted  to  build  a  new 
meeting-house  if  subscriptions  could  be  procured  amounting  to  S2, 000, 
and  in  that  case,  to  sell  the  old  house  and  a]:ipropriate  the  proceeds  toward 
building  the  new  one.  May  26,  it  was  V(;ted  to  accept  a  piece  of  land  six 
rods  wide  and  nine  rods  deep  presented  by  Ithamar  Conkey,  Fsq.,  asa  site 
for  the  new  meeting-hou.se.  A  building  committee  was  appointed,  and 
authorized  to  determine  the  size  of  ^  the  house  and  the  materials  of  w  iiich 
it  should  be  constructed.  The  committee  were  tc;  begin  the  work  as  soon 
as  S^oo  should  be  added  to  the  sum  already  subscribed.  It  is  impossible 
to  ascertain  just  when  work  on  the  new  liour^e  of  worship  w.is  begun,  l)ut 
it  was  finished  sometime  in  18/^9,  when  the  building,  still  occupied  as  a 
church  edltice  by  the  Second  C  ongregational  societv.  was  dedicated.  Its 
architect  and  builder  was  C'ol.  W.  .S.  Ilowhnid,  wito  liad,  some  ten  years 
before,  built  the  new  meeting-liouse  for  the  I'ir.sl  parisii.     Its  cost  u.'.s 
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some  S3. 000.  Feb.  28,  1839,  the  parish  voted  to  appropriate  the  old 
.  ineeting;-hoiise  toward  building  a  hew  one  and  appointed  a  committee  to 
dispose  of  the  old  building. 

The  new  building  was  not  the  property  of  the  parish,  but  of  those 
who  had  contributed  to  its  construction.  The  latter  met,  Dec.  3,  1845, 
and  voted  to  organize  as  a  corporation  by  the  name  of  Proprietors  of  the 
Kast  Meeting-house  in  Amherst.''  I'hey  adopted  a  code  of  by-laws, 
which  pro\'ided,  among  other  things,  that  the  Second  parish  have  the  use 
of  the  meeting-house  for  religous  purposes  or  meetings  until  the  proprietors 
should  otherwise  direct,  on  condition  that  it  be  kept  in  good  repair  and 
suffered  no  damage.  It  should  be  used  for  no  purpose  but  religious 
meetings  without  tlie  consent  of  the  proprietors.  It  should  only  be  used 
and  occupied  by  the  orthodox  or  trinitarian  denomination  of  Christians. 

'I'he  parish  records  contain  no  minutes  in  regard  to  the  introduction 
of  heating  or  lighting  appliances  in  the  building.  In  1853,  it  was  a  part 
of  the  janitor's  duties  to  build  the  fires.  In  1859,  it  was  voted  to  relieve 
tlie  last  parish  committee  of  all  personal  responsibility  in  reference  to  the 
furnace  put  in  the  building;  also,  not  to  accept  of  the  furnace  as  it  failed 
to  heat  the  church  properly.  In  October  of  the  same  year,  it  was  voted 
lo  remove  the  furnace  and  get  a  stove  and  pipes  to  put  in  the  vestry  to 
heat  the  house.  In  1879,  the  old  bell  was  broken  and  a  new  one  purchased 
which  is  still  in  use.  In  1881,  tlie  parish  had  an  extended  controversy 
N\ith  C".  M.  Smith  *S.'  Co.  in  regard  to  the  use  of  the  meeting-house  cellar. 
In  1S09,  it  was  voted  ''to  build  one  horseblock."  As  late  as  1865,  a  vote 
was  passed  to  build  a  new  fence  in  front  of  the  church. 

'I'he  social  religious  meeting  of  the  church  were  held,  at  first,  in  private 
hr)uscs  and  afterwards  in  the  up})er  story  of  the  old  brick  school-house 
litat  stood  not  far  from  the  present  school-house.  The  chapel  was  built  in 
«859,  and  stood  at  first  directly  in  the  rear  of  the  present  church  edifice.  It 
was  m:)ved  to  its  present  location  when  the  parsonage  was  built. 

As  early  as  i860,  the  parish  committee  was  instructed  to  take  into 
consideration  the  building  of  a  parsonage. 

i'eb.  25.  1867,  a  resolution  was  passed  in  favor  of  increasing  the 
I'astor  s  salary  sufficient  to  pay  the  rent  of  a  small  house,  or  to  provide  a 
l^o;i>c  ])y  purchase  or  renting.  Sept.  7  of  the  same  year,  the  parish  com- 
nii:u-e  was  instructed  to  rent  a  suitable  house  for  Rev.  K.  P.  Cliapin.  Oct. 
•  !l  was  voted  "to  buy  the  Thornton  place."  A  few  months  after  the 
J  it"(  r  Vote  uas  passed,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  build  a  parsonage, 
l>:"\i(i.-d  N2,ooo  sliould  be  subscribed,  in  addition  to  82,000  guaranteed  by 
<  *  "•  T  W  ,us(jii,  in  la  r.  Dickinson,  William  \V.  Dickinson  and  Harrison 
H  usU._\.     'I  he  building  was  completed  in  1868. 
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In  1S04,  the  care  of  the  meeting-house  cost  the  parish  at  the  rate  of 
$3  per  year.  In  1841,  it  was  voted  that  the  meeting-house  should  be 
faithfully  swept  once  a  month,"  and  the  seats  and  backs  of  the  pews 
dusted  down  with  a  brush  at  each  time  of  sweeping.  In  1843,  the  parish 
voted  that  those  who  swept  the  meeting-house  should  furnish  their  own 
brooms  andjbrushes.  In  184S,  it  was  voted  that  the  carpets  should  be 
taken  up,  laid  down  and  dusted  once  a  year.  In  1S52,  the  duties  of  the 
sexton  or  janitor  had  become  more  onerous  ;  they  included  ringing  the  bell, 
sweeping  and  dusting  the  meeting-house  twelve  times  a  year,  taking  up 
the  carpets,  dusting  them  and  laying  them  down  once  a  year,  building  fires 
in  the  church  and  hall,  lighting  the  lamps  for  all  religious  meetings,  winding 
up  the  clock  i.n  the  meeting-house,  furnishing  their  own  brooms  and  brushes, 
cleaning  the  snow  from  steps  and  paths,  and  putting  the  wood  in  the  meeting- 
house, all  these  things  to  be  done  to  the  acceptance  of  the  parish  committee. 
For  these  services  the  munificent  sum  of  S22.50  was  paid. 

The  first  entry  in  the  parish  records  concerning  church  music  is  found 
under  date  of  April  30,  1795,  when  it  was  voted  that  Kbenezer  Mattoon, 
Jr.  be  "  allowed  money  to  pay  ^Master  vStil^bins  the  note  he  gave  him  for 
teaching  singing  school  the  past  winter."  In  iSoi,  ^^o  was  appropriated 
to  procure  a  singing  master.  In  1815,  the  parish  appropriated  $15, 
"toward  paying  Mr.  Goodman  for  a  bass  viol;"  in  1816,  Afr.  Goodman 
was  to  be  paid  one  dollar  for  keeping  the  bass  viol  in  repair.  In  1846, 
it  was  voted  to  '•  sell  the  old  bass  viol."  July  ii,  1857,  it  was  voted  to 
purchase  a  melodeon,  and  $125  was  appropriated  for  the  purpose,  but 
within  a  week  this  vote  was  rescinded.  The  following  year,  it  was  voted 
to  raise  $200  for  the  purchase  of  a  melodt-on,  or  son^ie  other  instrument 
suitable  for  the  church.  The  same  year  an  *•  organ  harmonion  "  was 
purchased  at  an  expense  of  S225.  Tlv^  parish  records  give  a  list  of  the 
subscribers  to  the  instrument,  accompanied  by  this  note:  ''This  Record 
is  made  for  the  Protection  of  those  Persons  that  haxx-  put  there  hands  in 
there  Pockets  and  bought  a  ()rgan  Harmonion  for  the  churcli  with  this 
understanding  that  the  Parish  shall  have  the  use  of  said  Instrument  as 
long  as  they  keep  it  in  re[)air  and  l-"urnisli  a  i*erson  to  Play  on  the  same." 

I'"()r  many  years  afti-r  the  .Second  |)arish  was  set  olT,  its  interests  came 
in  real  orap])arent  tonllict  with  those  (^f  the  jiarent  organization.  'I'here 
are,  in  the  Sec(jud  parish  records,  occasioual  allusions  to  these  troubles. 
March  27,  1788,  it  u.isxoted  to  rai>e  /."lo  for  the  charges  in  establishing 
the  inccjrporating  act  of  the  jxiri^h.  XoN  ember  25  of  the  s.une  \ear,  a 
committee  was  appointed  to  re(  ei\  e  any  mone\-  that  might  be  due  the 
l^ari.-^li  fioin  the  sale  (A  land>  when  the  a\eiage  between  the  i)arishes  was 
made,  and  tlii.^  connnittee  was  to  act  with  a  eoiumitlee  ajDpointed  by  the 
I'ir.st  parisii  in  making  the  averages.     In  1815.  a  committee  was  appointed 
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to  give  certificates  to  such  person  or  persons  as  considered  themselves 
members  of  the  parish  or  who  might  wish  to  become  members.  This  was 
in  accordance  with  the  act  passed  by  the  General  Court  in  lySS,  for  the 
protection  of  those  who  desired  to  connect  themselves  with  the  Second 
parish.  In  1822.  the  First  parish  attempted  to  assess  certain  persons  who 
claimed  connection  with  the  Second  parish,  and  from  this  resulted  a  series  of 
lawsuits.  In  October,  1819,  the  parish  made  answer  to  the  communication 
received  from  the  First  parish,  in  regard  to  a  union  of  the  tw^o  churches 
and  societies,  llie  authors  of  this  response  expressed  their  full  sensibility 
of  the  civil  and  religious  benefits  which  would  arise  from  such  a  union, 
but  previous  to  considering  the  question  they  desired  to  know  whether, 
-in  case  it  was  brought  about.  Rev.  Nathan  Perkins  was  to  have  charge  of 
the  two  churches.  When  this  question  should  be  answered  in  the  affirmative, 
they  expressed  their  willingness  to  consider  the  matter  further. 

The  expenses  of  the  church  and  society  were  for  many  years  raised 
by  a  parish  tax,  to  which  all  those  residing  in  the  parish  limits  were  subject. 
In  1S03,  the  parish  treasurer  received  $1  for  collectingthis  tax.  Later  on, 
the  oftice  of  parish  treasurer  was  set  up  at  auction  and  struck  off  to  the 
lowest  bidder.  In  1S36,  it  was  voted  to  sell  all  the  pews  in  the  meeting- 
house at  public  auction,  to  raise  ]\Ir.  Perkins'  salary.  In  1863,  it  was  voted, 
informally,  to  tax  the  pews  one  year  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  parish. 
In  1874,  it  was  voted  to  give  cards  to  all  in  the  parish  for  them  to  mark 
their  subscriptions  on,  and  the  treasurer  was  instructed  to  open  an  account 
with  each  man. 

In  1S45,  ^committee  was  appointed  to  keep  the  '"alleys"'  clear  at 
the  opening  and  closing  of  the  meetings.  In  1878,  four  ushers  were 
ai)pointed.  In  1845,  the  parish  committee  were  instructed  to  get  the 
meeting-house  insured.  In  1876,  it  was  voted  to  abandon  the  afternoon 
service.  In  1892,  trustees  were  appointed  to  take  charge  of  the  funds 
bequeathed  to  the  society  by  James  Hastings. 


CHAPTER  XXIX. 


I  m.  Sdl'ih  Chl-kch.-~-P.\s roRs  a.vd  Tkrms  of  Skrvick. — Trouf-lks  in 
rnK  CTiuRCH.  —  ()r(;amza  ri(KN-  of  a  Xi:w  Parish.  —  The 
Mi.KMN(,-H()usK. — C'ncRcn  Mrsic. 

I'he  organization  of  the  tiurd  or  South  ( 'ongregational  church  and 
p.ui>«!j  in  Amherst  does  not  ap[)tMr  to  have  been  the  outgrowth  (»f  any 
'eii_;i(>us  feud  or  controversy,  but  resulted  from  a  natural  desire  on  the 
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part  of  a  respectable  number  of  residents  in  an  outlying  district  to  enjoy 
parochial  privileges  of  their  own.  The  persons  who  took  part  in  the 
organization  were  nearly  all  members  of  the  First  or  Second  parish,  but 
they  withdrew  in  orderly  fashion,  and  neither  the  civil  courts  or  the  General 
Court  were  called  upon  to  settle  disputes  consequent  thereon.  Among  the 
earliest  settlers  in  Amherst  were  several  who  established  their  residence  in 
the  southern  part  of  the  town  ;  as  they  increased  in  numbers,  and  their 
property  grew  in  valuation,  they  began  to  consider  the  question  of  a  separate 
parish  organization.  At  a  meeting  held  j\Iay3i,  1824,  in  the  "  wSouth  Kast 
Middle  School  house,'"  with  Dea.  Nathan  Franklin  serving  as  moderator 
and  Elisha  Smith,  as  clerk,  it  was  voted  as  the  sense  of  the  meeting  that  a 
society  be  formed  and  a  meeting-house  be  built  in  the  south  part  of  Amherst. 
A  committee,  consisting  of  Luther  Nash,  Elisha  Smith,  Luther  Fox,  Martin 
Smith,  Oliver  Dickinson,  David  Dexter  and  Augustus  jjridgman,  was  chosen 
to  prepare  and  circulate  subscription  papers  to  ascertain  how  many  persons 
would  join  such  a  society  and  how  much  money  could  be  raised  for  building  a 
meeting-house.  This  committee  must  have  met  with  encouragement  in  its 
labors,  for  at  a  meeting  held  June  28,  1S24,  a  society  was  organized  and 
the  following  officers  elected  :  }^Ioderator,  Dea.  Nathaniel  C.  Dickinson  ; 
clerk,  Elisha  Smith  ;  treasurer,  Lieut.  Enos  F)ickinson  ;  committee,  Jonathan 
Bridgman,  Samuel  Hills,  David  ]^Ioody,  George  Nutting,  Joel  Green.  A 
covenant  and  agreement  was  drawn  up,  and  during  the  year  1824  was 
signed  by  93  persons. 

At  a  meeting  held  in  the  school-house  above-mentioned,  in  1824,  the 
particular  month  and  day  not  being  recorded,  thirty-one  persons  A\ere 
present  who  ht-ld  letters  purporting  mcmbcr.ship  in  the  k'irst  church  in 
Amherst,  fifteen  with  letters  from  tlie  Second  church  in  Amherst,  one  mem- 
ber of  the  church  in  Ijelcheriown  and  one  of  the  church  in  Granbv.  The 
meeting  was  organized  by  the  ch  iceof  Dea.  X.  C  Dickinson  as  moderator, 
and  it  was  \oted  to  call  a  council  for  the  purpose  of  being  organized  into 
a  church  slate.  Oct.  14,  1824,  an  ecclcsiaslical  council  met  at  the  house 
of  Lieut.  Enos  Dickinson  and  agreed  to  i)r(jcee{l  to  the  organization  of  a 
churcli.  A  sermon  was  prcac  Iietl  l)y  Rew  John  W'oodbridge  of  Fladley, 
after  which  the  folhjuing  (.'HKers  were  eh'Cled  and  installed:  Deacons,  N. 
C.  Dickinson,  fnhn  l\iyne.  David  Moodv  :  ni(*derator.  Dea.  X.(\  Dickinson  : 
scribe,  John  ]'a\ne.  It  is  recorded  thai  i\ev.  H.  15.  C  hapin  came  into  the 
meeting,  and  sui)plie(l  liie  church  rnitil  he  was  ordained  and  instalk-d. 

At  a  meeting  (;f  the  parish  held  March  28,  1823,  a  connnillee  was 
ajipointed  to  see  that  lhesotiel\'  was  ori^ani/ed  according  to  law.  It  was 
voted  "thai  the  society  approve  ot  the  mini.slerial  character  and  i)erform- 
ances  of  the  Rew  lloiace  I'..  Chapin  .md  aie  willing  to  set  under  his 
niinislry."    A  commitiee  was  .ippoinled  to  consult  and  act  on  the  matter 
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of  Mr.  Chiipin's  salary  and  settlement.  May  23,  1S25,  the  parish  voted 
to  unite"  with  the  church  in  a  call  to  Rev.  iNIr.  Chapin  to  settle  with 
them  in  the  ministry.  The  salary  offered  was  $400,  together  with  twenty 
cords  of  hard  wood  annually,  the  wood  to  be  cut  suitable  for  his  use, 
split  and  piled  up  in  his  wood-house  or  such  other  place  as  he  might 
direct."  The  contract  between  the  parish  and  Mr.  Chapin  might  be 
annulled  after  six  months'  notice  had  been  given  by  either  party.  Mr. 
Chapin  was  ordained  and  installed,  Nov.  3,  1S25;  April  24,  1826,  the 
parish  voted  that  Klisha  Smith  be  paid  $21.13  for  providing  for  the  council 
at  the  settlement  of  Mr.  Chapin,  and  that  P.  L.  Goss  be  paid  $2.81  for 
liquor  furnished  the  council.  Mr.  Chapin  served  until  Feb.  26,  1829,  when 
his  resignation  was  accepted. 

In  March,  1830,  the  parish  voted  to  hire  Rev.  Aaron  Gates  to  supply 
the  pulpit  one  year,  at  a  salary  of  ^300.  Mr.  Gates  accepted,  and 
Xov.  29,  1S3T,  it  was  voted  to  unite  with  the  church  in  a  call  to  him 
to  settle  in  the  ministry.  The  salary  offered  was  $400.  Mr.  Gates 
accepted  the  invitation  in  a  letter  dated  Dec.  29,  1831.  His  pastorate 
continued  for  five  years.  July  23,  1836,  it  was  voted  not  expedient  for 
Mr.  Gates  to  continue  his  ministerial  labors  another  year,  and  church  and 
parish  united  in  calling  an  ecclesiastical  council  for  his  dismission.  In 
July.  1837.  the  church  and  parish  united  in  a  call  to  Rev.  L.  (dark, 
wliich  was  not  accepted.  Xov.  i,  1837,  ^^^^  parish  voted  to  concur  with 
the  church  in  calling  Rev.  Gideon  Dana  to  the  pastorate;  the  salary  offered 
was  8500.  Mr.  Dana  accepted  and  was  duly  installed,  his  pastorate  con- 
tinuing for  a  little  less  than  three  years.  ])uring  this  time  a  contrcnersy 
aiusc,  which  necessitated  tka-  calling  of  an  ecclesiastical  council  fur  its 
-sftllcuicnt.  The  question  at  issue  was  the  right  of  the  pastor  to  maintain 
a  ^upervision  of  the  Sabbath-school,  with  especial  regard  to  the  question- 
l»')()ks'"  in  use.  Mr.  Dana  maintained  that  he  had  such  authorit\-,  but  this 
\N.is  disputed  by  Dea.  X.  C.  Dickinson  and  otliers.  I'he  council  decided 
m  tiic  |)astor\s  favor,  but  hard  feelings  had  arisen  which  led  to  his  resigna- 
i:'>n  in  August,  1840.  Jan.  28,  1841,  the  parish  extended  a  call  to  Rev. 
D.ma  Go(k1sc11  to  settle,  at  a  salary  of  8500.  In  April,  1842,  it  w  as  \  otcd 
lh.il  Mr.  Goodsell  should  have  the  iMMX'ilege  of  being  absent  two  or  thice 
>.d)l).iths  in  each  year,  without  chargt;  to  him.  Mr.  (k)odsell  continued  in 
<»!i.ie  until  nS.jT;  ;  Ma)'  12  of  that  \ear,  it  was  \oted  not  expedient,  under 
1'ri-st.iU  c  ircumstances,  to  retain  Mr.  (k)(Kl.•^ell  as  minister  ;  lie  was  accord- 
m:.:ly  d  sinissed,  the  f(;llo\ving  November.  Jan.  11,  1847,  it  was  \oted  to 
I'liei  ivev.  11.  1;.  Smith  8500  to  ser\e  as  minister  one  year. 

j.ni.  8.  18.J9,  the  j)arisli  in\  ited  Rev.  lames  R.  Merritk  to  setlK-  with 
i!i'-  in  in  the  work  of  the  ministi  y,  ofl'ering  him  a  salary  of  8500  per  annum, 
i  b-  .Kiej.ied  and  was  dul\-  installed.     Mr.  Merrick's  pastorate  covered  the 
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most  eventful  period  in  the  history  of  the  South  church  and  parish.  It 
witnessed  a  struggle  of  exceeding  bitterness  among  the  members  of  church 
and  congregation,  whose 'echoes  ha\  e  hardly  as  yet  died  away,  and  which 
at  last  resulted  in  the  formation  of  a  new  parish.  The  trouble  began,  as 
church  quarrels  frequently  do,  over  dissensions  in  the  choir.  j\arly  in  the 
present  century  the  old  style  congregational  "  singing  had  in  many 
churches  been  superseded  by  choir-singing,  under  direction  of  a  leader  or 
chorister.  I'o  be  a  member  of  the  church  choir  was  esteemed  an  honor, 
and  rivalry  among  the  singers  was  as  aggressive  as  that  existing  among 
prima-donnas of  a  later  period.  The  first  cause  of  contention  in  the 
present  instance  was  the.  choice  of  a  leader  for  the  choir.  At  hrst  only 
the  singers  were  involved  in  the  quarrel,  but  it  rapidly  spread  among  their 
relatives  and  friends,  until  soon  the  whole  church  and  parish  were  divided. 
As  the  controversy  continued  and  grew  more  bitter,  new  factors  were 
introduced,  old  jealousies  and  quarrels  were  revived,  until  neighbors  and 
old-time  friends  passed  each  other  upon  the  street  without  recognition. 
The  time  has  not  yet  come,  perhaps  never  will,  to  judge  of  the  rights  and 
wrongs  of  such  a  quarrel.  The  church  and  parish  records  devote  much 
space  to  it,  and  from  them  are  gathered  the  following  facts. 

In  January,  1S52,  the  parish  invited  William  Dickinson  totakecharge 
of  the  choir  and  direct  the  singing,  without  compensation  ;  this  Mr.  Dick- 
inson consented  to  do.  December  30,  1S53,  the  parish  voted  to  choose  a 
committee  of  conference  in  relation  to  the  singing.  January  13,  1S54,  it 
was  \-oted  that  the  smgers  in  the  parish  should  choose  a  chorister.  The 
church  records,  under  date  of  July  30,  1S54,  state  that  "  Dithculties  having 
arisen  concerning  the  church  singing,  certain  members  desired  the  church 
to  unite  with  them  in  calling  a  mutual  council."  This  the  church  refused 
to  do.  The  niinority  called  an  ex-parte  council,  which  met  Aug.  30,  and, 
after  listening  to  the  evidence  presented,  advised  that  the  matter  at  issue 
be  submitted  to  a  mutual  council,  to  which  proposition  both  parties  agreed. 
September  4,  the  church  appointed  a  committee  of  six,  including  three 
each  from  the  majority  and  minority  parties,  to  devise  a  plan  of  settlement, 
without  calling  a  council.  The  committee  held  several  meetings,  but 
reported  to  the  church,  Sept.  8,  that  the  members  were  unable  to  agree. 
October  3,  1854,  a  second  council,  supnnoned  by  the  minoritv,  assembled, 
and  after  considering  the  matters  brougiit  before  it,  decided  that  the 
minority  h<Kl  a  just  grievance,  but  advised  them  to  exercise  Christian 
forbearance. 

I'ebrunry  4,  1855,  Rev.  J.nnes  J..  Merrick  tendered  iiis  resignation. 
Mr.  Merrick  had,  so  far  as  able,  al)stained  from  taking  any  j^art  in  the 
controversy,  and  had,  in  every  way  possible,  endeavored  to  bring  about  a 
reconciliation.     March   14,  the   parish  chose  a  CGinniittee  to  confer  with 
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Mr.  Merrick  in  rej^ard  to  his  request  to  be  dismissed,  to  see  if  he  could  be 
persuaded  to  witlidraw- it,  I'he  committee  was  successful  in  its  mission, 
'riie  members  of  the  minority  party  had  withdrawn  their  financial  support 
and  at  a  parish  meeting  held  April  12,  1855.  it  was  voted  to  invite  those 
who  formerly  belonged  to  the  society  to  unite  with  it  again.  It  was  also 
voted  to  choose  a  connnittee  to  comply  with  the  request  of  Mr.  Merrick, 
and  unite  with  the  church  in  calling  a  council  for  iiis  dismission  :  the  latter 
vote  was  rescinded  at  a  meeting  held  May  22.  April  30.  the  paiish  voted 
to  make  this  proposition  to  the  minority  partv.  that  they  pay  their  propor- 
tion of  the  last  year's  expenses  of  the  society,  that  ail  who  wished  to  sing 
in  the  church  choir  should  have  that  privilege,  and  that  the  singers  should 
choose  their  own  chorister,  September  4,  1S55,  the  church  voted  to  call  a 
mutual  council  to  remove,  if  possible,  the  diilerences  existing  among  its 
members,  and  further  agreed  to  abide  by  the  decision  of  such  a  council. 
'I'he  council  met,  Sept.  25,  1S55,  ■^^''it^n  Mr.  Merrick  presented  a  formal 
statement  of  the  question  at  issue  and  the  efforts  that  had  been  made  to 
etiect  a  reconciliation.  Testimony  having  been  gi\  en  by  all  the  parties  in 
interest,  the  council  decided  that  the  minority  should  pay  up  all  arrearages 
in  fair  proportion  and  return  and  join  the  parish.  The  majority  were 
instructed  that  they  should  consent  to  a  reorganization  of  the  choir  on  the 
basis  of  mutual  concessions.  ]>oth  parties  were  admonished  to  cease  from 
>trife  and  live  together  in  Christian  unity,  advice  of  the  council 

seems  to  have  been  followed  in  letter,  if  not  in  spirit,  and  for  a  little  more 
than  two  years  there  were  no  open  measures  of  hostility, 

lUit  the  breach  was  not  healed,  nor  could  it  be,  January  29.  iS59,the 
I'ari^h  \  f)ted  to -sever  its  connection  with  Rev.  James  L.  Merrick,  28  voting 
in  the  athrmati\e  and  25  in  the  negative.  At  a  meeting  held  Feb,  i,  the 
church  voted,  i6  to  14,  not  to  concur  with  the  parish  in  its  action.  ]Mr, 
Mc-rric-k  resigned  as  pastor  of  tlie  old  parish  and  church,  Feb.  7,  and, 
I'd)  26.  a  new  parish  organization  was  formed  and  Mr.  Merrick  was  invited 
t"  >eule  with  it  in  the  ministry,  June  8,  1S58,  an  ecclesiastical  council 
iiiel  and  voted  to  dismiss  Mi-.  Merrick  as  pastor  of  the  church  of  Andierst, 
><'Ulh  :  it  also  voted  that  it  was  expedient  to  organize  a  new  church  under 
ihr  name  u{  the  Congregational  church  of  South  Amherst.  The  hrst 
Mifiiiiig  (,f  the  new  (hurch  was  held  July  2,  1858.  At  a  meeting  held 
Au.;.  Nathaniel  ( ".  Dic  kinson.  R.  \\.  Uridgman  and  Tlu^mas  ^Keed  were 
^■ii'  '>fn  deacons.     Oct.  20  of  the  same  year,  a  new  creed  and  co\enant 

adojitL-d. 

I  lu-  ()ld  society  continued  in  existence  for  more  than  a  year  after  the 
'^<'-\   I'.iri^ii   was  organized.     'I'he  principal  efforts  of    the  former  were 
'  l«  d  lowaid  the  protection  of  its  j)roi)erty  interests  in  the  meetingdiouse, 
h  10,  1S5S,  the  society  committee  was  directed  to  begin  legal  proceed- 
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ings  against  the  late  clerk  and  treasurer  of  the  parish,  or  against  the 
committee  of  the  new  societ}-,  or  against  any  other  member  of  that  society, 
to  recover  all  books,  papers,  notes,  subscriptions,  etc.,  belonging  to  the 
South  Congregational  society  in  Amherst.  June  9,  185S,  it  was  voted  to 
commence  actions  in  the  name  of  the  parish  against  certain  named  persons 
for  trespass  in  "breaking  and  entering"  the  meeting-house  on  the  30th  day 
of  May,  or  at  any  other  time,  the  same  to  be  prosecuted  to  final  judgment. 
June  28  of  the  same  year,  it  was  voted  to  submit  to  arbitration  all  tres- 
passes and  questions  of  ownership  and  proprietorship  of  the  meeting-house, 
and  all  rights  and  claims  in  dispute  between  the  parish  and  individuals 
then  or  formerly  members  of  the  same.  jNIarch  22,  1859,  the  parish 
committee  was  instructed  to  use  legal  means  to  obtain  the  personal  property 
in  the  meeting-house  owned  by  the  society.  The  last  meeting  of  the  old 
society  was  held  June  29,  1859. 

The  hrst  meeting  of  the  (_>3ngregatioiKil  Society  of  South  Amherst 
was  held  P'eb.  26,  1858.  It  was  voted  to  extend  a  call  to  Rev.  James  L. 
Merrick,  to  offer  him  a  salary  of  $600  a  year  and  to  give  him  a  vacation 
of  three  Sabbaths  each  year.  Mr.  Merrick  accepted  the  call,  Feb.  28, 
and  continued  in  the  pastorate  until  Ma\-  14.  ^863,  when  he  resigned. 

Sept.  25,  1863,  the  parish  concurred  with  the  church  in  extending  a 
call  to  Rev.  H.  S.  Kelsey,  offering  him  S800  for  his  salary,  but  Mr.  Kelsey 
declined.  Jan.  5,  1864,  a  call  was  extended  to  Rev.  .Walter  Barton,  at  a 
salary  of  5700  ;  Jan.  11,  it  was  voted  to  make  Mr.  Barton's  salary  S750; 
he  accepted  and  was  installed,  remaining  in  the  pastorate  until  Xov.  6, 
1866,  when  his  resign Ation  was  accepted.  June  10,  1867,  Rev.  ^l.  L. 
Richardson  was  offered  a  salaiy  of  Si,  100  to  settle  in  the  ministrv,  but 
declined.  Dec.  9,  1868,  a  call  was  extended  to  i\ev.  I).  H.  Rogan,  the 
salary  offered  being  S  1,200,  but  Mr.  Rogan  declined.  The  parish  was 
more  successful  in  its  next  offer,  which  was  made  to  Rev.  George  Lyman, 
in  March,  1869  ;  he  accepted,  and  continued  to  serve  as  pastor  until  Jan. 
7,  1873,  when  his  resignation  was  accepted. 

Feb.  23,  1874,  the  parish  coirnnittee  was  instructed  to  employ  Rev. 
Mr.  Merrill  for  the  remainder  of  the  \ear,  and  to  pay  him  at  the  rate  of 
$1,200  per  annum.  Jan.  6,  1875,  the  committee  was  instructed  to  hire 
Mr.  ^larsten  until  July  1,  and  Rew  Mr.  J5ennett  tiie  remainder  of  the\  ear: 
this  vote  w.i.^  rvsc  inded,  l'"eb.  i.  In  1-ebruary,  1 87 5,  it  was  x'oted  that  Kew 
Mr.  i*ullan  be  hired  at  the  rate  f'f  S800  per  year  tor  tlie  remainder  of  the 
year.  Mr.  I'ulhui  supplied  the  puli)it  until  llie  close  of  the  vear  1S76. 
Jan.  5,  1877,  \\rv.  ( '.  .S.  W'.dker  w  as  olfeied  SSoo  to  act  as  pastor  the 
ensuing  ye.ir.  ( )ct.  22,  1S79,  the  committee  was  instructed  to  engage 
Rev.  II.  B.  Siinth  to  act  as  i)astoi'  until  [an.  i,  i.SSo,  at  a  salary  of  S600  per 
annum,     .\pril  i  i,  1881,  a  c.dl  was  extended  to  Rev.  C.  S.  Walker  to  settle 
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in  tlie  ministry,  at  a  salary  of  $700  and  the  use  of  the  parsonage.  Mr. 
\\'all<er  accepted  and  continued  in  office  until  18S6,  when  he  resigned  to 
accept  a  professorship  at  the  Agricultural  College.  Jan.  15,  1877,  the 
parish  voted  to  secure  the  services  of  Rev.  C.  C.  Bruce  for  one  year,  at  a 
salary  of  $700  and  the  use  of  the  parsonage.  Sept.  3,  1888,  a  call  was 
extended  to  Rev.  H.  \V.  Boyd  to  become  pastor  of  the  church  by  the  year 
for  an  indefinite  time,  on  the  same  terms  offered  to  Mr.  Bruce.  Mr. 
]5r>yd  accepted  and  continued  to  supply  the  pulpit  until  Oct.  25,  1894, 
when  his  resignation  was  accepted.  March  9,  1S95,  Rev.  J.  F.  Gleason 
accepted  an  invitation  to  supply  the  pulpit. 

At  the  first  parish  meeting,  held  June  28,  1824,  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  visit  Greenwich  and  view  the  new  church  recently  erected 
there,  and  report  whether  in  their  opinion  such  a  house  would  be  suitable 
for  the  needs  of  the  society,  and  whether  it  could  be  built  for  S3, 300,  the 
sum  it  was  proposed  to  raise  by  subscription.  The  committee  went  to 
Greenwich  and  was  favorably  impressed  with  the  meeting-house  in  that 
place.  Aug.  19,  1 824,  a  meeting  was  held  of  persons  who  had  subscribed 
for  the  purpose  of  building  a  meeting-house  in  the  south  part  of  Aniherst." 
A  committee  was  appointed  to  select  a  suitable  site  for  the  building, 
'i'liis  committee  reported  that  a  spot "  for  the  meeting-house,  free  of 
expense  to  the  subscribers,  could  be  obtained  a  few  rods  north  of  Jonathan 
('.  Warner's  shop,  and  that  under  all  circumstances  it  would  be  advisable 
t(>  build  in  that  place.  A  committee  was  appointed  to  receive  proposals 
for  erecting  a  building  similar  to  the  one  in  Greenwich.  At  a  meeting  of 
the  sui)scribers  held  Aug.  30,  1824,  it  was  voted  to  accept  the  proposals  of 
Gt'orge  Xutting  and  Philip  L.  Goss  for  erecting  a  nieeting-house  ;  the  cost 
was  to  be  S3. 300,  and  the  subscribers  were  to  draw  the  hewn  stone  for  the 
undci  jiinning.  The  house  was  to  be  completed  before  Jan.  i.  1826.  At  a 
later  date,  conimittees  were  appointed  to  'Mjank  up  "  around  the  meeting- 
h'>use  and  build  a  fence  around  it.  Sept.  5,  1825,  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  arrange  for  the  dedication  of  the  meeting-house  "  now  building," 
and  for  the  ordination  at  the  same  time  of  Rev.  Horace  B.  C  ha  pin.  The 
drdie.ition  took  place,  Nov.  3,  1825. 

I'hat  the  house  was  jirovided  with  a  bell  soon  after  its  completion  is 
»un  l)y  a  parish  vote  passed  Ai~>ril  .14.  1S28,  that  the  parish  committee 
"contract  with  some  man  to  ring  the  bell  on  the  Sabbath  and  at 
-  <':ii'.  r  n..-ecs>ary  times."     In  1833,      ^^^^^  voted  to  purchase  a  lock  for  tiie 
•  <  tuig-h(Hise.     Ajjril  25,  1838,  it  was  voted  to  make  alterations  in  the 
' 'ii'^-iiouse  t(;  accommodate  the  singers.     In   1844,  it  was  voted  tiiat 
I  ;  1  ity  |.r  giantcd  to  remodel  tlie  meeti ng-hoiise,  if  itcouldbe  done  witiiout 
tax  brill-  assessed  on  the  parish.     .\s  a  result  of  this  \'ote  the  i)uilding 
c.iii})!,  triy  remodek;d,  the  exjjeDse  being  borne  by  subscription.  The 
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audience-room  was  raised  to  the  level  of  the  original  galleries.  IHinds 
were  put  on  the  building  in  1849.  ^^^"^^  same  year,  horse-sheds  were  erected 
in  the  rear  of  the  church.  In  1S51,  a  vestry  and  a  conference-rooni  were 
partitioned  off  and  htted  up  on  the  lower  floor.  In  1852,  it  was  voted  to 
shingle  the  house  and  repair  the  bell-deck,  in  i860,  a  partition  and  doors 
Avere  placed  at  the  entrance  to  the  audience-room,  the  building  was  ])ointed 
and  papered,  and  carpets  were  placed  in  the  aisles  and  pulpit.  In  1868, 
a  vote  was  passed  to  repair  the  meeting-house.  In  1876,  it  s\as  voted  to 
shingle  the  house,  and  to  raise  the  money  by  holding  a  parish  festi\  al.  In 
1885,  it  was  voted  to  repair  the  meeting-house  at  an  expense  of  $1,000. 
During  the  year  1S95,  expensive  repairs  and  alterations  have  been  made 
on  the  building,  including  the  putting  in  of  memorial  windows. 

When,  in  185S,  a  new  parish  was  organized,  the  question  arose  as  to 
whether  the  old  or  the  new  organization  should  have  the  use  of  the  meeting- 
house. Subscribers  to  the  fund  were  represented  in  both  bodies,  and, 
pending  a  final  settlement  of  their  respective  rights,  for  nearly  eight  months 
the  unusual  spectacle  was  witnessed  of  two  separate  and  antagonistic  con- 
gregations meeting  for  religious  worship  in  the  same  house  at  the  same 
time.  ]Meetings  were  held  alternately  by  either  organization  in  the 
audience-room  above  and  the  vestry  below,  and  members  of  the  church 
now  living  state  that  the  notes  of  prayer  and  praise  and  exhortation, 
descending  from  above  and  ascending  from  below,  were  frequently  blended 
in  manner  far  from  edifying.  The  two  parishes  at  length  agreed  to  leave 
the  question  of  their  rights  in  the  building  to  disinterested  parties  for 
decision,  and  Feb.  12.  1859,  the  arbitrators  decided  as  follows:  Tliat  the 
legal  title  to  the  meeting-house  and  land  rested  in  Knos  Dickinson,  the 
surviving  grantee  under  the  deed  of  Nathaniel  Dickinson,  in  trust  for 
himself  and  the  subscribers  therein  referred  to,  being  the  persons  who 
subscribed  the  funds  for  building  the  house,  and  also  for  such  persons 
as  had  obtained  the  rights  of  original  subscribers,  each  man's  right 
being  in  proportion  to  the  amount  of  his  subscription.  It  being  expected 
that  the  house  would  be  occupied  by  the  South  Congregational  society  as  a 
house  of  worship,  and  Knos  Dickinson  and  his  associates  objecting  to  the 
same,  and  as  many  persons  for  whom  said  l)ickinson  held  the  |)ropertv  in 
trust  were  mend^ers  of  the  society,  it  was  therefore  ordered  :  'J'he  house 
being  appraised  at  82,200.  two-tiiirds 'of  its  tirst  c(jst,  that  the  said  Dick- 
inson shouhl  pa\'  to  said  societ\',  for  the  benefit  of  such  members  as  were 
entitled  to  an  interest  in  said  jiroperty.  two-thirds  the  amount  of  the 
original  subscription  of  each  member,  they  to  give  him  in  return  a  lelease 
and  transfer  of  rights,  he  to  i)ay  for  no  rights  not  so  released  and  trans- 
ferred. His  associates  were  to  contribute  e(|ually  with  him  to  said  payments, 
and  also  to  pay  the  society  se\enty-five  per  cent,  of  their  subscriptions 
for  1858. 
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The  first  minute  in  regard  to  church  music  is  found  on  the  parish 
records  under  date  of  Dec.  4,  1S29,  when  it  was  voted  to  raise  $40  to  pay 
a  singing  master.  April  29,  1830,  the  parish  voted  to  allow  Aaron  Henry 
67  cents  for  cash  paid  for  \  iolin  strings.  In  1S40,  the  singers  were  given 
permission  to  move  to  tlie  west  side  of  the  meeting-house  if  they  chose  to 
do  so.  The  same  year,  it  was  voted  that  the  double  bass  viol,  ''so  called," 
be  repaired  at  the  expense  of  the  parish.  As  early  as  1830,  a  committee 
was  appointed  "  to  assist  Mr.  Gates  in  finding  a  house  to  hire."  In  1849, 
it  was  voted  desirable  that  a  house  be  procured  for  a  parsonage.  In  1867, 
it  was  voted  to  procure  a  parsonage  by  purchase  or  building.  May  6,  1S40, 
the  parish  voted  "  that  the  standing  committee  be  cpnsulted  by  all  lecturers 
that  wish  to  lecture  upon  any  subject  of  public  reform,  and  get  their 
approbation  before  entering  the  meeting-house  for  the  purpose  of  lecturing 
upon  said  subject."  As  the  anti-slavery  question  was  being  extensi\ely 
agitated  at  this  time,  and  the  members  of  the  South  parish  had  shown  a 
deep  interest  in  it.  the  lecturers  at  whom  this  regulation  was  aimed  were 
doubtless  apostles  of  the  anti-slavery  crusade.  March  8,  1S41,  the  parish 
voted  to  procure  one  cord  and  a  half  of  good  hard  wood  and  prepare  it 
for  the  stoves  and  put  it  into  the  meeting-house  before  the  first  of  June  ; 
also,  to  procure  some  person  to  make  fires  in  the  meeting-house.  Dec.  29, 
1S42.  the  parish  clerk  was  authorized  to  procure  a  "trunk"  at  the  expense 
of  the  society  suitable  for  keeping  its  books  and  papers  in.  In  early 
times,  the  church  observed  many  days  of  fasting  and  prayer.  In  1877,  the 
church  voted  to  use  unfermented  wine  for  sacramental  purposes. 

When  the  parish  was  first  organized,  it  followed  the  custom  of  nearly 
all  religious  societies  in  raising  funds  by  a  parish  tax.  Jan.  22,  1S30,  the 
following  vote  was  passed  :  That  the  money  may  be  raised  hereafter  in 
Said  Society  by  free  toleration — that  is,  that  every  person  may  pay  the 
Sum  he  Sees  fitt."  In  1836,  it  was  voted  to  raise  money  by  selling  the 
slips,  and  the  following  year,  to  raise  money  by  assessment.  May  12.  1846, 
it  was  voted  That  the  meeting-house  be  open  for  all  (meml)ers  of  the 
society  or  not^  who  feel  disposed  to  meet  with  us  for  {uiblic  worshij:),  with 
the  privilege  of  paying  according  as  their  conscience  shall  dictate."  In 
1S59  and  1860,  a  tax  was  laid  upon  the  meml)ers  of  the  jxirish,  who 
expressed  their  willingness  to  be  taxed  according  to  their  estates.  In  1862, 
some  exj)resse(l  a  willingness  to  pay  by  subscripti(;n,  and  were  allowed  to 
do  so,  and  tiie  balance  needed  was  made  up  by  a  tax  on  those  who  did 
not  subscribe.  In  1867,  ^^'^-"^  voted  to  sell  the  pews  at  auction  to  jxiy 
current  expenses.  In  1871,  tiie  society  appointed  trustees  to  have  charge 
of  the  becpiesl  of  I/Icut.  l-'.nos  Dickinson,  and  in  1894,  it  acknowledged  a 
gift  of  5500  from  Mrs.  i;.  J.  W  illiams. 
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CHAPTER  XXX. 


The  North  Church  and  Parish. — Organization  and  Officers. — 
Pastors  and  Terms  of  Service. — Oliver  Dickinson's  Meet- 
ing-House.— The  Pew  Deeds. — The  Pulpit  and  Communion 
Service.— The  Ministerial  PY^nd. 

In  1823,  there  were  but  two  church  organizations  in  Amherst;  in 
1826,  there  were  five.  The  South  Congregational  church  was  organized 
Oct.  14,  1824;  the  College  church,  March  7,  1826  ;  the  North  Congrega- 
tional church,  Nov.  15,  1826.  It  is  probable  that  the  same  intluences 
which  led  to  the  estaljlishment  of  a  church  at  South  Amherst  had  part, 
also,  in  the  organization  of  still  another  religious  society  and  church  in  ilie 
north  part  of  the  town.  The  churches.  South  and  North,  drew  their 
membership  in  the  beginning  from  the  P'irst  and  Second  churches,  but 
while  the  South  church  drew  the  larger  number  from  the  original  organiza- 
tion, the  North  church  obtained  its  original  membership  largely  from  th.e 
church  at  East  Amherst.  When  the  Second  church  was  organized,  a  large 
percentage  of  its  members  resided  in  the  north  part  of  the  town,  and 
others  resident  in  that  section  had  withdrawn  from  the  P'irst  church  during 
the  pastorate  of  Rev.  Daniel  A.  Clark,  to  unite  with  the  Second  church. 
Mr.  Clark  was  dismissed  from  the  Plrst  church,  Aug.  5,  1824.  He  was 
then  invited  by  residents  at  Ndrth  Amherst  to  conduct  religious  services 
on  the  Sabbath  in  their  part  part  or  the  town.  He  complied  with  their 
request,  and  preached  for  a  time  at  the  school-house  in  the  "City."  His 
were  the  first  regular  preaching  services  to  be  held  at  North  Amherst. 

In  the  summer  of  1826,  the  precise  date  not  being  a  matter  of  record, 
a  parish  organization  was  formed  by  59  persons,  who  signed  the  following 
agreement: 

"  We  whose  names  are  hereunto  subscribed  do  associate  and  form  ourselves 
into  a  religious  society  for  the  public  worship  of  God  and  public  instruction  in  the 
Christian  religion.  And  we  do  herel)y  covenant  and  agree  each  for  himself  with 
said  society  that  we  will  use  our  best  endt^avor  to  promote  the  best  interests  of 
.said  society  and  to  obtain  for  them  as  soon  as  may  be  the  powers  and  privileges  of 
a  parish  according  to  law."" 

The  "powers  and  i)ri\ileges  "  referred  to  were  the  right  to  assess  and 
collect  taxes  for  j^arochial  pur{)o.^es,  and  exemption  frcMu  taxation  bv  any 
otiier  parish,  'i'lic  nanu;  assiuned  by  the  new  society  was  The  Congrega- 
tional Cnion  Society  of  .Andierst."  Py  a  special  act  of  the  (ieneral  Court, 
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passed  March  17,  1S31,  this  name  was  changed  to  ''Amherst  North 
Parish."  Of  the  59  members  of  the  society,  eight  were  women,  either 
widows  or  tliose  owning  property  in  their  own  name,  who  had  -no  vote  in 
parish  meetings  ;  of  the  remainder,  only  13  were  church  members.  At  the 
hrst  parish  meeting,  held  June  8,  1826,  the  following  were  elected  as 
officers  of  the  society:  Moderator,  Oliver  Dickinson ;  clerk,  Charles 
Cooley  ;  treasurer,  Chester  Dickinson;  parish  committee,  Joseph  Cowles, 
Noah  Smith,  Jr.,  I)aniel  Dickinson  ;  assessors,  Daniel  Russell,  Jr.,  Jonathan 
Cowls  and  Ashley  Hubbard.  The  office  of  collector  was  put  up  at  auction 
and  struck  off  to  John  Ingram,  Jr.,  at  two  cents  on  one  dollar. 

The  church  was  organized  by  an  ecclesiastical  council  which  met  at 
the  house  of  Joseph  Cowles,  Nov.  15,  1826;  Rev.  Heman  Humphrey, 
I).  D.,  president  of  Amherst  College,  served  as  moderator  of  the  council. 
Letters  of  dismission  and  recommendation  were  presented  by  47  persons, 
each  of  whom  had  previously  signed  a  confession  of  faith  and  covenant, 
which  were  subniitted  to  the  council  and  pronounced  by  the  latter  satisfac- 
tory. The  council  then  adjourned  to  the  church  building,  where  the  church 
was  formall}'  organized.  The  first  regular  meeting  of  the  church  was  held 
DfC.  20,  1826,  when  the  following  officers  were  elected  :  Clerk,  Daniel 
Dickinson;  deacons,  Daniel  Russell,  Jr.,  Ransom  Dickinson;  treasurer, 
Ransom  Dickinson.  At  the  sam.e  meeting,  it  was  voted  that  the  expenses 
of  the  Lord's  table  be  met  by  an  equal  tax  on  the  members  of  the  church. 

The  first  pastor  of  the  church  was  Rev.  William  W.  Hunt.  He  was 
born  in  Eelchertown,  Sept.  7,  1796,  was  graduated  at  Williams  College  in 
1S20.  and  at  Andover  Theological  Seminary  in  1S24.  He  first  preached 
for  the  South  parish  at  Woodstock,  Conn.,  for  about  a  year,  and  then 
supplied  the  church  in  Conway  for  a  little  less  than  three  months.  He  was 
ordained  as  pastor  of  the  church  at  North  Amherst,  March  7,  1S27.  and 
(•(.ntinued  in  office  until  his  death,  which  occurred  Oct.  5,  1837.  The 
^ahiry  ofiered  him  by  the  ])arish  was  $450  per  annum.  Mr.  Hunt  was 
.i;rcat!y  beloved  by  his  parishioners.     Although,  previous  to  his  settlement, 

health  had  become  greatly  impaired,  he  entered  into  his  ministerial 
i.diors  with  an  earnestness  and  enthusiasm  that  connnanded  success. 
l>iir.ng  Ins  ])astorate  of  less  than  eleven  years,  iii  persons  were  adntitted 
t"  t;if  church.  A  great  revival  seascm  was  ex[)erienced  in  1831,  as  a  result 
'•I  V.  Uk  Ii  35  persons  were  admitted  to  'church  membership  on  confession 
t'lrir  faiih.  Mr.  Hunt  was  an  ardent  advocate  of  the  causes  of  tem- 
-p  "f  »'»'  e  and  anti-shu  ery. 

In  1S3S,  the  (hnrch  and  ])aribh  united  in  calling  to  the  pastorate  Rev. 
'  "•■  u  Kifldcr,  but  he  declined.  The  same  year,  a  call  was  extended  to 
1<  .  ^ 'I  'lge  Cooke  ;  lie  accepted,  and  was  ordained,  Jan.  15,  1839.  Mr.. 
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Cooke  was  a  native  of  Keene,  N.  H.  and  was  graduated  at  Dartmouth 
College  in  1S32.  He  served  as  pastor  for  thirteen  years,  and  vv  as  dismissed 
on  account  of  ill  health,  May  20,  1S52.  During  his  pastorate  105  persons 
united  with  the  church.  The  third  pastor  of  the  church  was  Rev.  George 
E.  Fisher,  who  was  installed,  Sept.  16,  1852,  and  continued  in  office  until 
Jan.  6,  1858.  A  brief  biographical  sketch  of  Mr.  Fisher  has  been  given 
in  connection  with  his  pastorate  at  the  Second  church.  In  1853,  the 
church  enjoyed  the  greatest  revival  season  in  its  history,  89  persons  uniting 
with  it  on  confession  of  their  faith.  The  fourth  pastor  was  Rev.  John  ^^^ 
Underhill,  who  was  born  in  Ipswich.  April  22,  1829,  and  was  graduated  at 
Amherst  College  in  1S54.  He  was  ordained  Oct.  5,  1859,  ^^^^  (.Vied  in 
office,  Oct.  17,  1862.  ^Ir.  Underhill  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  Daniel  H. 
Rogan,  who  was  born  at  Kingsport.  Tenn.,  June  4,  1830;  he  was  graduated 
at  Amherst  College  in  1857,  studied  theology  at  Auburn  Seminary,  and 
was  ordained  in  Bristol,  Tenn.,  in  1859.  On  the  breaking  out  of  the  civil 
war,  he  came  North,  and  ser\'ed  successively  as  pastor  of  the  cluirch  at 
Rernardston  and  the  First  church  at  Greenfield.  He  was  installed  as 
pastor  of  the  church  at  North  Amherst,  Oct.  5,  1865,  and  dismissed,  Nov. 
21,  1866. 

In  1864,  a  call  was  extended  to  Rev.  \\'illiam  L.  Gage,  but  he  declined. 
In  1864-65,  Rev.  S.  O.  Dyer  served  thecliurch  as  actingpastor.  In  1867, 
Rev.  C.  H.  S.  Williams  was  called  to  the  pastorate,  but  declined.  The 
sixth  settled  pastor  was  Rev.  William  I).  Herrick,  who  was  born  in 
Methuen,  March  26,  1831.  Fle  was  graduated  at  Amherst  College  in  1857, 
studied  theology  at  Andover  Seminary,  and  was  ordained  at  Redding,  Conn., 
in  i860.  He  served  as  pastor  of  the  church  in  Redding  and  of  the  First 
church  in  Gardner.  Fie  was  installed  as  pastor  of  the  church  in  North 
Amherst,  Sept.  19,  1867,  continuing  in  the  office  until  May  25,  1S74. 
During  his  ministry  the  church  enjoyed  three  revival  seasons,  one  of  marked 
power  in  1872,  when  53  persons  were  added  to  the  church  on  confession 
of  faith.  Mr.  Herrick  was  succeeded  in  tlie  pastorate  by  Rev.  (George  V. 
Humphreys,  who  was  born  in  Athol,  May  4,  1847.  After  a  jiartial  course 
at  Williams  College,  he  entered  Auburn  Theological  Seminary,  wheie  he 
was  graduated.  He  was  installed  as  pastor  of  the  North  Congregational 
church,  Jan.  7,  1875,  and  was  dismissed  Nov.  4  of  the  same  year.  For 
two  years,  1876-78,  Rev.  D.  W.  Ma.rsh,  D.  D.  served  the  church  as  acting 
pastor.  I'he  eighth  settled  i^astor  was  l\.e\'.  George  11.  Johnson,  born  in 
W'orcester,  Dec.  29,  1850,  graduated  at  Harxard  College  in  1873,  and 
the  theological  seminary  in  I'.angor,  Me.  He  u  as  installed  o\  er  the  church 
in  North  Amherst,  July  3,  1879,  aiul  was  dismissed,  Dec.  31,  18SS. 
During  Mr.  Johnson's  }).ist(jrate  there  was  a  steady  gain  in  church  meinber- 
shij;,  and   in   18S5   the  church  enjoyed  a   revival  season  resulting  in  the 
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addition  of  26  persons  to  membership  on  confession  of  faith.  To  Mr. 
Johnson  the  church  is  also  indebted  for  the  preparation  of  a  historical 
manual  of  the  church  and  society,  published  in  1889.  Mr.  Johnson  was 
succeeded  in  the  pastorate  by  Rev.  Kber  ^^^  Gaylord,  who  was  born  in 
I'nion,  N.  Y.,  Nov.  27,  1845.  He  was  graduated  at  Amherst  College  in 
1S66,  and  at  Lane  Theological  Seminary  in  1872.  He  was  ordained  and 
installed  as  pastor  of  the  Westminster  Presbyterian  church  at  Georgetown, 
Md.,  May  1.3,  1S73.  He  afterwards  served  as  pastor  of  Presbyterian 
churdies  at  Paradise  and  W'rightsville,  Pa.  He  was  installed  as  pastor  of 
the  church  at  North  Amherst,  Dec.  4,  1890. 

The  original  meeting-house  occupied  by  the  society  is  still  in  use, 
though  dignified  in  later  years  by  the  name  of  church.  It  was  built  and 
owned  by  Oliver  Dickinson,  "  Landlord  Oliver/'  who  was  the  guiding  and 
propelling  force  in  the  organization  of  church  and  society.  This  meeting- 
house has  a  history  that  can  hardly  be  paralleled  by  that  of  any  other  house 
of  worship  in  New  England.  It  is  a  monument  to  the  generosity,  energy, 
business  sagacity  and  (.'hristian  activity  of  its  originator.  Mr.  Dickinson 
was  one  of  the  first  to  suggest  the  possibility  as  well  as  desirability  of 
establishing  a  churcli  at  North  Amherst.  Having  committed  himself  to  the 
idea,  he  permitted  nothing  to  stand  in  the  way  of  its  realization.  The  first 
step  taken  was  the  raising  of  a  church  fund,  to  which  Mr.  Dickinson  and 
others  were  liberal  contributors.  The  income  of  this  fund  was  to  be  used 
in  j)aying  the  salary  of  a  minister;  in  raising  it,  the  resources  of  the  com- 
munity had  been  so  heavily  taxed  it  was  deemed  impossible  to  secure  by 
finther  subscription  the  money  needed  for  building  a  meeting-house. 
Here,  as  in  other  matters,  Oliver  Dickinson  proved  equal  to  the  emergency. 
He  advanced  the  necessary  funds  and  became  responsible  for  all  liabilities. 

The  building  was  constructed  by  Capt.  W'inthrop  Olapp  of  Moutague. 
Die  stone  for  the  foundation  came  from  Pelham,  the  residents  of  North 
Amherst  drawing  it  with  their  teams.  The  people  generally  contril)uted 
freely  of  their  time  and  lal)or.  Here  was  repeated,  on  a  smaller  scale,  the 
cne  enacted  tive  years  earlier  on  the  brow  of  College  hill,  when  the  walls 
"I  the  old  South  dormitory  of  Amherst  College  arose  as  bv  migic.  Inhere 

this  difference,  however;  the  dormitory  had  no  Oliver  Dickinson  to 
<.\ui\  behind  it  and  guarantee  the  payment  of  all  bills.  The  cost  of  the 
t'U.Miiv^Mo  Mr.  Dickinson  was  $2,900.*  'I'he  corner  stone  w.is  laid  bv  Rev. 
N.itli.ni  Perkins,  at  that  time  pastor  of  the  Second  church.  There  had 
))een  the  customary  dispute  as  to  tiie  location  of  the  building:  residents  at 
the  ity  "  desired  that  it  should  be  placed  nearer  their  homes.  The 
(jue^tion  was  settled  by  Mr.  Dickinson,  who  declared  that  the  house  should 
^Kcupy  its  present  site  if  he  had  to  pay  every  cent  of  the  e.xpense.  The 
r.n>n)g  w.\>,  made  a  gala  occasion,  lifpior  being  generously  provided  and 
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consumed,  the  expenses  being  met  by  contributions.  Mr.  Dickinson,  beinc; 
a  man  of  leisure,  superintended  the  construction  of  the  building  and  care- 
fully inspected  all  the  material  used.  He  determined  that  nothing  save 
the  very  best  should  be  employed  in  building  the  house  of  the  Lord  ;  as 
usual,  he  had  his  way.  The  house  was  dedicated,  Nov.  15,  1826,  Rev. 
Nathan  Perkins  preaching  the  sermon  and  Rev.  John  \^'oodbridge,  D.  D., 
of  Hadley,  delivering  the  prayer  of  dedication. 

Oliver  Dickinson  received  partial  compensation  for  his  liberal  expendi- 
tiu'e  of  time  and  money  by  selling  the  pews  in  his  meeting-house.  To 
each  purchaser  he  gave  a  deed,  in  which  he  described  himself  as  "'sole 
owner  and  proprietor  of  a  meeting-house  lately  erected  at  the  north  part 
of  said  Amherst."  '^J'hese  deeds  conferred  the  right  of  perpetual  owner- 
ship to  the  purchasers  and  their  heirs,  subject  to  two  conditions.  'J'he 
proprietors  were  not  to  allow  their  pews  to  be  painted  or  otherwise  altered 
as  to  their  external  appearance  without  the  permission  of  a  majority  of  their 
own  number  ;  neither  were  they  to  sell  or  lease  them  to  any  negro  or  mulatto, 
or  allow  any  such  person  to  occupy  them,  under  penalty  of  forfeiting  their 
rights.  These  deeds  were  made  out  long  before  the  anti-slavery  question 
had  come  into  prominence,  so  that  Mr.  Dickinson's  motive  in  inserting  this 
proviso  was  doubtless  to  prevent  the  pews  from  coming  into  the  ownership 
of  persons  of  a  questionable  character.  When  tlie  building  was  remodeled 
in  1842,  it  became  necessary  for  the  proprietors  to  surrender  their  original 
deeds,  and  through  the  intluence  of  Daniel  ].)ickinson,  his  nephew,  Oliver 
Dickinson  consented  that  the  provision  in  regard  to  negros  and  mulattos 
should  be  omitted  from  the  new  deeds.  The  pews  have  since  become  the 
property  of  tlie  church.  A  pew  in  the  gallery  was  set  aside  for  the  accom- 
modation of  colored  persons,  as  was  customary  in  the  earlier  times. 

Some  alterations  have  been  made  in  the  external  appearance  of  the 
building,  but  the  general  outline  remains  the  same  as  when  hrst  constructed. 
Within  it  conformed  to  the  prevalent  style  of  church,  or  rather  meeting- 
house, arrangement  of  the  times.  The  puipit,  a  high,  round  wooden 
structure,  stood  at  the  west  end  of  tlie  building,  faced  bv  the  high-back 
wooden  pews.  There  were  galleries  on  all  sides  of  the  building,  and  seats 
for  singers  behind  the  pulpit.  'J'he  pews  were  destitute  of  cushions  and 
there  were  no  carpets  upon  the  iloors.  'J'here  were  no  means  for  pro\  iding 
artificial  light  or  heat.  Stoves  v>crc  jAit  in  the  building  in  januarv,  1835; 
the  expense  was  5S3.23  and  the  sum  was  raised  b_\-  subscription.  The 
interior  of  the  h<')Use  was  remodeled  in  1S42,  and  si nt  e  that  time  extensive 
alterations  and  rei)airs  ha\e  been  made.  The  matter  of  (lunch  nuisic 
received  attention  from  the  parish  at  an  early  (hUe.  In  iSjS,  a  p.it  ish  tax 
of  $12  was  laid  f(;r  the  suppoit  ()t  sacred  nuisic.  In  1835,  ^y3  was 
api)ropriated  for  the  suppoit  of  a  singing-school.     Tlie  parish  owned  a 
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bass  viol  as  early  as  1827.  for  in  that  year  Augustine  Parker  was  allowed 
a  bill  of  $1.72  for  bass  viol  strings  and  $1.35  for  a  case  for  the  instrument. 
In  182S,  it  cost  the  parish  $.5.00  for  repairs  on  the  bass  viol.  Within  a 
few  years,  a  very  handsome  and  expensive  organ  has  been  presented  to  the 
church  by  ]Mrs.  George  E.  P^isher.  who  has  also  contributed  most  generously 
for  repairing  and  beautifying  the  church  building. 

Oliver  Dickinson  not  only  gave  deeds  to  the  purchasers  of  the  pews, 
but  also  gave  a  deed  of  the  pulpit  to  Rev.  W.  W.  Hunt,  the  lirst  settled 
pastor,  and  to  his  successors  in  the  gospel  ministry.  The  provisions  of 
this  deed  were  that  the  pulpit  should  be  used  only  for  the  worship  of  God 
and  the  preaching  of  the  gospel,  and  that  the  grantee  and  his  successors 
should  believe  and  inculcate  in  said  pulpit  the  principles  of  the  gospel  as 
contained  in  the  \\'estminster  Assembly's  shorter  catechism,  forever. 
Should  he  or  they  depart  from  the  standard  of  faith  as  above  set  forth, 
then  their  rights  in  the  pulpit  were  to  be  forfeited,  and  to  pass  to  the  next 
successor  in  the  ministry  who  should  fulhl  the  conditions.  A  communion 
service  was  purchased  at  an  expense  of  $94,  which  sum  was  raised  by 
subscription,  'i'his  service  was  not  given  to  the  church,  but  loaned  to  it 
fore\-er,  on  conditions  very  similar  to  those  outlined  in  the  deed  for  the 
pulpit.  These  conditions  attached  to  the  use  of  the  pulpit  and  the  com- 
munion service  were  but  an  echo  of  the  orthodox  faith  of  the  founders  of 
the  church  as  embodied  in  their  creed  and  confession.  It  may  seem 
strange  that  such  stringent  provisions  should  be  adopted,  but  it  must  be 
borne  in  mind  that  at  the  time  the  church  was  organized  the  L'nitarian 
faith  was  making  alarming  inroads  upon  the  orthodoxy  of  New  England 
churches  and  congregations.  Among  the  residents  in  the  new  parish  were 
many  v.hose  orthodoxy  was  not  beyond  question,  as  was  proved  in  after 
lime  by  their  uniting  with  a  l'nitarian  society  which  they  assisted  in  organ- 
izing at  Leverett.  The  conflict  between  the  old  faith  and  the  new  was 
buter  in  the  extreme;  the  founders  of  the  church  at  North  Amherst  were 
tnni  l)elie\-ers  in  the  ancient  doctrines  and  determined  that  their  church 
and  ilieir  pulpit  and  their  communion  service  should  never  pass  into  the 
ii.uids  of  those  unfriendlv  to  their  faith.  A  change  in  the  confession  of 
f-iilh  V. as  made  by  the  church  in  1872,  but  it  remains  orthodox  to-day  as  it 
Il  ls  been  since  the  beginning. 

l»cf(>re  the  org.mization  of  church  or  ]:)arish,  subscrijjtions  were  made 
I"  vdiat  was  at  hrst  known  as  the  "ministerial  fund"  and  afterwards  as  the 
**ihui(  h  fund."  The  prime  mo\er  in  the  raising  of  tliis  fund  was  ()li\er 
l^ukin^dii.  The  purj^ose  of  the  fund  may  be  gathered  from  the  following 
♦■  ^'^i.u  Is  t!(;in  tlio  original  subscrijnion  paper  : 

■■      In  loas  it  is  in  contemplation  to  erect  a  meetin,:;  house  by  the  inhabitants 
^!ie  northern  .section  of  the  town  of  /\n)hcrst  and  others  in  adjacent  towns,  and 
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Whereas  doubts  have  arisen  whether  the  circumjacent  population  would  be 
able  to  support  at  all  times  the  preaching  of  the  gospei  without  the  aid  of  a  perma- 
nent fund.  We  therefore  the  subscribers  feeling  through  the  blessings  of  Heaven 
able  and  willing  to  assist' in  so  laudable  an  undertaking  and  desirous  to  perpetuate 
to  posterity  the  uninterrupted  dispensation  of  the  gospel  do  hereby  agree  to  pay 
over  to  Oliver  Dickinson  the  sums  severally  annexed  to  our  names.'' 

The  list  is  headed  by  the  name  of  (Oliver  Dickinson,  with  a  subscrip- 
tion of  <8oo  ;  Joseph  Kastnian  and  Jonathan  Cowls  gave  S400  each,  and 
fifteen  others  smaller  sums,  from  >i  50  to  S2.  The  total  amount  subscribed 
was  $2,387  ;  of  this  sum  S134  was  never  paid,  but  interest  on  some  delayed 
payments  brought  the  amount  up  to  ^2,392.65.  Four  persons  subscribed 
land,  ^vhich  was  afterwards  sold  for  S962.70.  The  only  subsequent  addition 
to  this  fimd  was  one  of  Sio  made  in  1845.  ^^^^  original  intention  of  the 
subscribers  was  to  raise  a  fund  the  interest  on  which  would  amount  to  a 
sufficient  sum  to  pay  the  entire  salary  of  the  minister.  Trustees  were 
appointed,  and  were  incorporated  by  an  act  of  the  General  Court  passed 
in  1827.  They  were  authorized  to  hold  property,  the  annual  income  from 
which  should  not  amount  to  more  than  $1,200.  A'acancies  in  the  board 
were  to  be  filled  by  election  by  the  parish,  and  the  trustees  were  held 
liable  for  any  loss  that  might  come  to  the  fund  through  their  mismanage- 
ment. If  at  any  time  a  minister  was  hired  who  did  not  preach  the  orthodox 
faith,  the  income  was  to  be  added  to  the  principal  until  an  orthodox  minister 
was  secured  The  subscribers  were  to  have  votes  in  regard  to  the  invest- 
ment of  the  fund  in  accordance  with  the  amount  of  their  contributions. 
When  the  Cjuestion  of  locating  the  church  came  up,  a  provision  was  inserted 
in  the  regulations  governing  the  fund  to  the  effect  that  it  should  be  forfeited 
to  the  subscribers  or  their  heirs  if  the  house  sliould  ever  be  moved  more 
than  fifty  rods  from  its  present  site,  or  should  a  new  meeting-house  be 
erected  more  than  fifty  rods  distant.  In  1S2S,  the  income  of  the  fund 
amounted  U)  S170  :  the  greatest  sum  realized  from  it  in  any  one  year  was 
$270,  in  1846. 

'I'he  parsonage  was  builtin  1839,  a  subscription  amounting  to  -^M09-99 
being  raised  for  that  purpose.  Two  special  subscriptions  for  repairing  the 
church  were  raised,  <jne  of  Si, 232. 08  in  1 860,  another  of  Si, 471. 88  in  1879. 
In  1868,  money  was  sid^scribed  for  the  purchase  of  the  pews,  all  but  two 
of  which  are  now  ])arish  property.  In  1869,  the  parish  purchased  for  a 
little  over  Si. 000  tlie  town's  interest  iii  the  building  known  as  •*  I'.u-ish 
hall,"  formerly  used,  in  jjart,  .is  a  scliool-rooiu.  M ouey  for  parish  expenses 
was  first  raised  i)y  voluntary  subscription  in  1834. 
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CHAPTER  XXXI. 


The   College   Church.  —  Its    Pastors. — Church  Buildknt;.  —  Zion 
Chapel. —College  Mission  Work. 

The  organization  of  the  Church  of  Clirist  in  Amherst  College,"  in 
1S26,  "  on  the  principles  of  the  Congregational  Platform,"  has  been  referred 
to  in  the  liistorical  sketch  of  Amherst  College.  Rev.  Heman  Humphrey, 
its  first  pastor,  was  installed  Feb.  28,  1S27,  continuing  in  service  until  he 
was  dismissed,  at  his  own  request,  April  4,  1S45.  During  his  pastorate 
the  church  was  greatly  prospered,  enjoying  several  revival  seasons  and 
gaining  largely  in  membership.  July  13,  182S,  occurred  the  hrst  baptism 
of  a  child  of  a  member  of  the  church,  the  son  of  ]*rof.  Edward  Hitchcock, 
christened  Kdward.  In  a  list  of  additions  to  the  church  in  1831,  appears 
the  name  of  Henry  Ward  Peecher,  then  in  his  freshman  year. 

April  4,  1845,  ^^"^c  ^^^y  ^'"''^^  Rev.  Heman  Humphrey  was  dismissed 
from  the  pastorate,  Rev.  Kdward  Hitchcock  was  installed  as  his  successor. 
President  Hitchcock  continued  in  service  until  1854,  resigning  in  April  of 
that  year  and  being  dismissed  the  following  November.  Under  his  ministry, 
the  church  experienced  two  great  revivals  of  religious  interest,  one  in  1846, 
as  a  result  of  which  27  persons  united  with  the  church  on  confession  of 
their  faith;  a  second  in  1850,  resulting  in  33  conversions.  President 
Hitchcock  believed  that  the  highest  aim  of  education  is  the  winning  of 
souls  to  Christ.  -Pie  taught  and  lived  the  faith  that  was  in  him,  so  that 
while  under  his  administration  the  college  prospered  greatly  in  temporal 
ahairs  there  was  e\en  greater  prosperity  in  its  spiritual  interests.  Rev. 
W  .  A.  Stearns  was  installed  as  pastor  of  the  College  church.  Xow  21,, 
•  •"^5-;.  He  continued  in  office  until  his  death,  June  8,  1876.  During  his 
ministry  the  college  experienced  several  revivals  of  religious  interest,  some 
of  marked  power  and  f ruitf ulness. 

Rev.  Julius  H.  .Seelye,  who  succeeded  Dr.  Stearns  as  ])resident  of  the 
College,  was  installed  as  pastor  of  the  ("ollege  church,  Afay  24,  1877. 
Sfjit.  12,  1S78,  Rev.  Thomas  P.  I'^i^ld  was  invited  to  become  associate 
p.i^tor  ()f  the  (  Iiurch,  and  accepted.  He  was  appointed  to  the  "  Samuel 
dririi  professor.ship  of  Piblical  history  and  interi)retation  and  pastoral 
c.ne.  e^'uiblislu'd  in  1864  by  John  'i'appan,  l\sq.  of  Poston,  and  held  by 
Dr.  Stearns,  in  connection  with  the  presidency  of  the  college,  until  his 
deatii.  Dr.  l  ield  served  as  professor  in  the  college  and  associate  ])astor 
of  the  College  (  hurcii  until  1886,  when  he  resigned,  and  was  succeeded  i)y 
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Rev.  George  S.  Ikirroiighs  of  New  Britain,  Conn.  Dr.  Seelye  served  as 
pastor  of  the  church  until  he  resigned  the  presidency  of  the  college,  in 
1890.  Dr.  p]urroughs  continued  in  ottice  until  1892,  when  he  resigned,  to 
accept  a  call  to  the  presidency  of  Wabash  College  at  Crawfordsville,  Ind. 
Rev.  John  E.  Tuttle,  D.  I).,  was  appointed  to  the  Samuel  Green  professor- 
ship in  1S93,  and  installed  as  pastor  of  the  College  church,  Nov.  17  of 
that  year. 

The  college  chapel  was  dedicated  in  February,  1827.  For  more  than 
forty  years  this  building  served  as  the  home  of  the  College  church.  In 
1864,  William  F.  Stearns,  son  of  President  Stearns  and  a  prosperous 
merchant  in  Boston,  gave  ^30,000  to  the  college  to  be  used  in  erecting  a 
.suitable  church  edifice.  There  was  a  difference  of  opinion  aniong  the 
■college  authorities  as  to  the  most  suitable  location  for  the  building.  Its 
present  site  was  decided  on  by  several  distinguished  architects,  and  the 
corner-stone  was  laid,  Sept.  22,  1870.  The  building,  constructed  of 
granite,  is,  perhaps,  the  handsomest  edifice  on  the  college  grounds. 
Shortly  after  the  close  of  the  civil  war,  George  11  owe,  Esq.  of  Boston, 
whose  son,  a  graduate  of  the  college,  was  killed  in  service,  presented  to 
the  college  a  fine  chime  of  bells,  which  were  placed  in  the  tower  of  the 
College  church. 

From  its  beginning,  the  church  has  been  a  great  power  for  good  in 
the  college.  Some  of  the  best-known  preachers  in  America  have  occupied 
the  pulpit  of  the  College  church.  In  the  earlier  history  of  the  church 
revivals  of  religious  interest  were  of  frequent  occurrence  and  a  very  large 
percentage  of  the  students  were  admitted  to  church  membership.  There 
were  many  cases  of  church  discipline.  Councils  were  frequently  held  to 
•ordain  missionades  for  the  foreign  ser\ice.  leb.  23,  1864,  Joseph  A. 
Leach  was  ordained  a.-^  chaplain  of  the  19th  Regiment  U.  S.  colored  troops. 
In  1859,  '^^'•^•'^  voted  to  adopt  the  "Sabbath  Hymn  and  Tune  Book"  in 
chapel  worship  and  other  religious  meetings.  Sept.  26,  1869,  E.  S.  Snell 
and  Edward  Hitchcock  were  elected  as  the  fnst  permanent  deacons.  'i"he 
practice  before  that  time  had  been  to  elect  as  deacons  two  members  of  the 
senior  class,  to  serve  one  year.  In  1877,  a  leader  of  the  choir  and  an 
organist  were  chosen.  In  1889,  a  plan  proposed  by  Dr.  Burroughs  was 
adopted,  for  receiving  students  from  other  churches  on  certificate,  who  did 
not  transfer  their  relati(jn  to  the  cluirdi  by  letter. 

In  connection  with  the  College  church,  and  under  its  immediate  super- 
vision, an  interesting  and  valuable  mission  work  has  been  conducted  among 
the  colored  residents  oi  Amherst.  Tiie  years  immediately  succeeding  the 
close  of  the  ci\  il  war  brought  with  them  to  Andierst,  as  to  many  towns  in 
New  I^ngland,  a  considerable  increase  in  the  colored  poj)ulation.  A 
majority  of  these  j^eoiole  were  useful  and  industrious  citizens,  abundantly 
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able  to  provide  for  their  own  bodily  needs,  but  lacking  for  many  years  the 
religious  privileges  enjoyed  by  their  Caucasian  brethren.  The  missionary 
enterprise  which  resulted  in  the  building  of  Zion  chapel  was  inaugurated 
by  three  women  connected  with  the  College  church,  two  of  them  wives  of 
college  professors,  the  other  a  resident  of  the  town  while  her  sons  were 
being  educated  at  the  college.  As  early  as  1S61,  a  Sunday-school  class 
had  been  organized  among  the  colored  people.  Its  meetings  were  held, 
at  first  in  the  Amherst  Acadeniy  building,  and  after  the  latter  was  torn 
down,  in  the  brick  school-house  on  Pleasant  street,  and  later  in  the  chapel 
of  the  First  Congregational  church,  in  the  rear  of  what  is  now  known  as 
College  hall. 

In  1868,  the  trustees  of  Amherst  College  gave  permission  for  erecting 
a  building  for  chapel  purposes  on  land  own.ed  by  the  college  at  the  corncr 
of  Northampton  and  Parsons  streets.  The  sum  of  $697.90  was  raised  by 
subscription  for  a  building,  of  which  $117.30-  was  contributed  by  colored 
persons  ;  the  largest  cash  donation  was  $100,  the  smallest  ten  cents.  The 
building  was  erected,  and  was  dedicated  March  12,  1869.  The  exercises 
of  dedication  were  conducted  by  President  Stearns,  assisted  by  Professors 
Hitchcock,  Tyler  and  Seelye,  and  Rev.  J.  L.  Jenkins.  The  cost  of  the 
building  was  $601.  i\Iany  articles  of  furniture  were  contributed,  some  by 
persons  living  in  Amherst,  others  by  men  and  women  living  in  distant 
towns  and  cities  who  had  been  impressed  with  the  nature  and  importance 
of  the  work  that  was  being  carried  on.  At  the  time  the  chapel  was  dedi- 
cated, there  were  91  colored  people  resident  in  Amherst,  and  the  average 
attendance  at  the  school  was  30.  J.  15.  Seabury,  a  student  at  the  college, 
had  been  in  charge  of  the  school  for  the  two  years  preceding. 

The  first  mention  of  Zion  chapel  found  in  the  College  church  records 
is  uuder  date  of  I-'eb.  1,  1S77,  when  it  was  voted  to  appropriate  $25  during 
tile  year  for  the  expense  of  fuel  and  lights  at  regular  meetings  in  the 
chajH-l.  if  the  receipts  from  collections  should  be  sufficient  after  defraying 
the  (  urrent  expenses  of  the  church.  Dec.  13,  1877,  the  church  voted  to 
exiKiul  the  balance  of  receipts  for  1878,  from  collections  on  communion 
Sundays,  after  the  regular  chuich  expenses  had  been  paid,  as  follows  :  ist, 
$25  for  li-hisand  fuel  at  Zion  chapel;  2d,  $25  to  Rev.  S.  L.  Mobbs:  3d, 
an  addiiional  S25  to  Rev.  S.  L.  llobbs  if  the  colored  people  should  i)ay 
An  e(iu;d  amount  in  addition  to  what  tlie\-  paid  in  1877.  l'"eb.  29,  1S80, 
.^25  was  ai)])r()priated  for  expenses  of  the  mission  school,  to  be  ])laced  in 
the  hands  (>f  tlic  lady  teachers:  also  $25  i)er  quarter  to  Rev.  Mr.  Mobbs 
for  ser\ ices  at  the  mission  branch,  pro\  ided  those  in  iiltendance  j). lid  at  the 
rate  of  SS  per  ([uarter.  Oct.  5,  1882.  it  was  voted  to  pay  5 100  to  Rew 
D.  W.  Marsh  (oi  liis  services  at  Zion  chapel  during  the  coming  year. 

In  addition  to  tiie  mission  work  conducted  under  the  auspices  of  tlie 


.1  : 


234 


HISTORY   OF    IHK    lOWX   OF   AMHERST,  MASS. 


College  church  at  Ziou  chapel,  students  at  the  college  have  for  many  years 
engaged  in  regular  mission  work  at  two  stations,  one  at  the  school-housc 
in  the  southeast  part  of  Amherst,  the  other  at  a  school-house  in  what  is 
known  as  "  Pratt's  Corner  "in  Shutesbury.  Regular  services  are  held  in 
these  places  Sunday  afternoons  during  the  college  terms.  The  missionary 
spirit  has  ever  been  strong  among  the  alumni  of  Amherst  College,  as  is 
testified  by  the  considerable  percentage  of  their  number  who  have  engaged 
in  home  and  foreign  mission  work.  The  words  of  wisdom  and  eloquence 
uttered  from  the  pulpit  of  the  College  church  have  echoed  •■  from  Green- 
land's icy  mountains  to  India's  coral  strand." 


CHAPTER  XXXII. 


The  Eapj'isi  Church. — Connection  with  Churches  in  New  Salem 
AND  Northampton. — Independent  Organization. — Pas  tors  and 
Terms  of  Service. — The  Meetini;-} loirsE. — Methods  of  Raising 
Funds.— Miscellaneous  Votes. 

It  was  nearly  ninety-three  years  after  the  organization  of  the  church 
in  Hadley,  Third  Precinct,  ere  another  church,  differing  from  it  in  faith 
and  doctrine,  was  regularlv  organized  in  the  town  of  Andierst.  In  Novem- 
ber, 1827,  the  foljowing  communication  was  addressed  to  the  l^lrst  Baptist 
church  in  New  Salem  : 

'I'hc  Undersigned,  bcin)4,-  so  situated  that  we  can  enjoy  but  little  of  gospel 
privilege  with  y(;u  cS:  finding  many  students  in  the  Academy  &  College  &  others 
members  scattered  throui;h  Amlierst  cK:  vicinity  belons;in<:^  to  different  Chhsof  our 
faith  &  order,  all  as  sheep  without  a  Shej^herd— We  f  jel  it  our  indispensable  duty 
to  unite  exert  ourselves  to  remedy  these  existing  evils  procure  <;reater  religious 
enjo_\  nients. 

Therefore,  to  j^romote  the  honour  *^v:  glory  of  (iod,  the  good  of  his  cause  and 
the  welfare  off)ur  own  souls.  cK:  otliers  in  the  estahlishuient  of  the  worship  of  (lod  v.^ 
the  privileges  of  the  (losix.l  among  us.  .we  w  ish  to  be  set  off  as  a  branch  of  this 
Chh.  vested  with  certain  rights  \-  privileges  necessary  to  carry  our  objects  into 
effect  as  shown  in  tiie  following  propo>,etl  resolution." 

This  j)ai)er  was  signed  by  Strpiicn  S.  Nelson,  an  elder  of  the  Paptist 
church  in  New  Salem  but  resident  in  .\mlierst.  and  the  following  nicmbers 
of  his  f.iinil}- :  i  '.milia  Nelson,  I'.milia  i ).  Nelsini,  \\'i!liam  P.  Nelson  and 
Kphraim  Iv.  Nelson.     The  "  resolutions     submitted  were  agreed  to  by  the 
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church  in  New  Salem,  as  testified  by  the  clerk  of  the  church  under  date  of ' 
Xov.  18,  1 82 7.  They  conferred  the  following  rights  and  privileges  upon 
the  members  of  the  church  resident  in  Amherst  :  To  be  setoff  as  a  branch 
of  the  church,  by  the  name  of  the  Branch  of  the  lurst  IJaptist  Church  in 
New  Salem  :"  to  notify  and  hold  meetings  for  worship  and  business,  and 
vote  and  do  business  among  themselves  independently  ;  to  em]3loy  ministers 
of  their  own  choosing  and  support  them  in  their  own  way;  to  admit 
members  among  them,  watch  over  and  discipline  them,  and,  if  found 
necessary,  to  remove  them  :  to  enjoy  the  ordinances  and  privileges  of  the 
gospel  among  themselves  or  with  the  parent  church;  to  pay  and  support 
individually  with  the  parent  church  only  in  accordance  with  the  privileges 
enjoyed  by  them  ;  to  establish  for  themselves  any  constitution,  creed  or 
covenant  not  inconsistent  with  the  J]ible  or  with  churches  in  their  fellow- 
ship; to  enjoy  nil  other  rights  and  privileges  of  an  indejiendent  church  and 
be  considered  as  such  except  that  they  be  called  a  branch  of  the  church 
in  New  Salem;  but  in  case  they  should  cease  to  keep  up  their  worship 
then  they  were  to  be  considered  as  members  of  the  parent  church. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  Amherst  Branch  of  the  First  liaptist  Church 
in  New  Salem  was  held  at  the  house  of  Rev.  Stephen  S.  Nelson,  Dec.  7, 
1827.  Nelson  was  chosen  moderator,  and  Rev.  Solomon  Beck,  pro- 

fessor of  Latin  and  Blebrew  at  Amherst  College,  clerk.  The  moderator 
and  clerk  were  appointed  a  committee  to  prepare  a  creed  and  covenant. 
I  his  committee  reported  at  a  iueeting  held  Dec.  12,  and  after  discussion 
and  amendment,  the  articles  submitted  by  them  were  adopted,  at  a 
meeting  held  Dec.  18.  At  the  latter  meeting  a  committee  was  appointed 
to  prepare  a  code  of  articles  whereby  to  express  the  sentiments  of  the 
eliurch  on  important  principles  of  faith  and  practice,  not  specially  noted  in 
erccd  and  covenant.  Feb.  29,  1828,  the  church  voted  that  the  Ford's 
Suj^pcr  be  celebrated  cm  the  evening  of  Sunday,  ^NFirch  9  ;  on  the  latter 
date  llic  communicants  met  at  the  house  of  Rev.  S.  S.  Nelson  and  held 
tlie-ir  first  conummion  service,  ten  members  of  the  church  taking  part, 
<^'iglit  males  an.d  two  females.  Se|)t.  19,  1830,  it  was  voted  expedient  that 
ihe  church  be  dismissed  from  th<.'  church  in  New  Salem,  and  become  a 
blanch  of  the  IJaptist  church  in  .Vorthamplon .  Oct.  i  of  the  same \ear, 
't  V. as  repuiLed  that  a  letter  of  dismission  had  been  received  from  the 
Salem  church;  this  v.  as  afterwards  presented  to  and  acce[)ted  by  the 
'  hwK  ii  in  Northampton.  jul\-  3.  1831.  the  churc  h  xoted  to  aj^proxe  tlie 
"iimtenance  of  public  religious  worshi])  ever\-  'I'uesday  evening  "at  the 
h'-nu'  (,f  p.if).  Wf^fKls."  The  lirst  baptism  occurred  Aug.  21,  1831,  two 
! X'li-,  In'ing  baptized  in  the  river  at  "Mill  Hollow."'  Nov.  19,  1831, 
'>\  .is   voted  that  a  contribution  for  contnigent  expenses  and  for  the  {)Oor 
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•  of  the  church  be  taken  regularly  after  the  administration  of  the  Lord's 
.  supper. 

At  a  meeting  held  May  5,  1832,  it  was  voted  to  request  a  dismission 
from  the  church  in  Northampton,  for  the  purpose  of  constituting  a  church 
in  this  town,  to  be  known  as  '-The  First  l>aptist  Church  of  Christ  in 
Amherst."  July  9,  1S32,  it  was  voted  expedient  to  take  immediate  measures 
to  constitute  a  church  of  Christ  in  Amherst.     A  committee  was  appointed 

•  to  draw  up  articles  of  faith  and  a  covenant.  Invitations  were  sen.t  to  the 
Baptist  churches  in  Shutesbury,  Northampton,  J5elchertown,  Sunderland  and 
Montague  to  send  pastors  and  delegates  to  a  council  to  be  held  for  the 
purpose  of  forming  a  church  organization.  This  council  met,  Aug.  3, 
1832,  at  the  house  of  Solon^on  Peck.  Rev.  L.  Austin  ser\  ed  as  moderator 
and  Solomon  Peck  as  clerk.  A  church  was  organized  with  40  members, 
19  male  and  21  female.  Public  exercises  were  held  at  the  brick  school- 
house  that  stood  on  Pleasant  street.  The  church  \'oted  to  adopt  the 
articles  of  faith  and  covenant  of  the  Federal  Street  Paptist  church  of 
Boston.  Isaac  Robbins  and  Fli  Cowls  were  elected  deacons.  Sept.  iG, 
1832,  the  church  voted  to  join  the  Wendell  association  of  IJaptist  churches, 

.and  was  received  into  its  fellowship  the  26th  of  the  same  month. 

The  first  pastor  of  the  church  was  Rev.  Mason  Ball.  The  precise 
date  when  he  began  preaching  in  Amherst  is  not  recorded  ;  the  minutes  of 
a  meeting  held  Aug.  31,  iS34,are  signed  by  *'  Mason  p]all,  pastor."  March 

.  10,  1835,  ^  committee  appointed  to  supply  the  pulpit  engaged  the  services 

•  of  Mr.  Ball,  "who  had  supplied  the  church  for  two  years."  Oct.  31,  1836, 
it  was  voted  to  extend  a  call  to  Rev,  N.  G.  Lovell  of  Princeton,  to  offer 
him  a  salary  of  $500  peryear,'to  give  him  three  Sabbaths  for  a  vacation 
and  to  move  his  goods  to  Amherst.  Mr.  Lovell  accepted  the  call  and 
began  his  labors  Nov.  20.  Dec.  26,  1S39.  Mr.  Lovell  requested  a  dismis- 
sion which  was  granted;  he  preached  his  farewell  sermon,  Jan.  19,  1840. 
April  6  of  the  same  year,  Flder  S.  S.  Nelson  was  requested  to  preach  until 

.a  minister  should  be  settled;  he  agreed  to  supply  the  pulpit  until  the  lirsi 
Sabbath  in  May.  July  19,  l\lder  Josepli  Pledges  was  invited  tosu})plythe 
pulpit  at  a  salary  of  $300.  Mr.  Hodges  accepted  and  began  his  labors 
Aug.  2,  continuing  with  the  church  for  one  year  when  he  left  and  went  to 
Coleraine.  At  a  meeting  of  the  church  and  society,  held  .\ug.  8,  1841,  it 
was  voted  unanimousl\  to  keej)  u])  thi-  worship  in  the  meeting-house  e\  ery 
Lord's  clay,  "  preaching  or  no  preaching."  Such  was  the  temper  of  the 
men  and  women  who  were  the  founders  of  the  Paptist  church  in  Amherst, 
not  easily  discouraged,  but  determined  under  no  circumstances  to  abandon 
the  undertaking  in  whith  they  had  eng.iged.  At  this  meeting  the  deacons 
invited  inkier  S.  S.  Nelson  to  preach  to  them.     Soon  afterwards,  Rew  Mr. 
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Chase  was  sent  by  the  Baptist  conference  to  supply  the  pulpit,  and  remained 
until  December. 

Dec.  I,  1842,  the  church  extended  a  call  to  Rev,  George  Waters  of 
Xorwich,  Conn.,  to  become  its  pastor,  at  a  salary  of  ^500.  Mr.  Waters- 
accepted,  and  began  his  labors  Dec.  25.  He  served  very  acceptably  to 
church  and  congregation  for  three  years,  but  in  the  spring  of  1846  dissen- 
sions arose  between  pastor  and  people  which  led  to  a  serious  schism  in  the 
church.  The  primary  cause  of  trouble  would  seem  to  have  been  a  disturb- 
ance of  church  meetings  by  some  of  the  younger  members  of  the 
congregation,  together  with  the  punishment  inflicted  upon  them,  llus  led 
to  argument  and  ill-feeling,  and  soon  the  church-members  were  arrayed  in 
two  opposing  parties.  I'he  pastor's  opponents  called  an  ex-parte  council 
of  delegates  from  Baptist  churches  in  towns  near  by,  which  met  at  the 
meeting-house,  Feb.  10,  1S46.  The  pastor  and  his  adherents  also  called 
an  ex-parte  council,  which  met  the  following  day.  The  members  of  the 
two  councils  decided  to  join  forces  and  hold  a"  mutual  council  to  consider 
all  matters  at  issue.  To  this  action  both  parties  to  the  controversy 
consented;  the  council  having  considered  all  the  testimony  presented, 
decided  that  there  w^as  fault  on  both  sides  and  advised  a  reconciliation. 
l''eb.  22,  1846,  the  church,  at  Mr.  W'aters'  request,  voted  to  give  him  a 
letter  of  dismission.  As  a  result  of  this  trouble,  many  members  withdrew 
from  the  communion  and  the  usefulness  of  the  church  was  seriously 
impaired. 

Viih.  28,  1846,  the  church  extended  a  call  to  Rev.  Mason  Ball.  Mr.. 
Ball  accepted  and  served  the  church  for  several  months.  April  21,  1S51, 
Bw.  K.  A.  Cummings  was  called  to  the  pastorate  ;  he  accepted,  and  was 
ordiuied  and  installed.  May  8.  He  continued  in  service  until  Oct.  17, 
i>^52,  when  he  was  dismissed  at  his  request,  the  church  at  the  same 
meeting  which  acted  on  his  dismission  voting  to  extend  a  call  to  Rev.  E. 
Anderson.  Mr.  Anderson  accepted,  and  recognition  and  consecration 
^<-■:\lcx■s  were  held  Dec.  15.  His  pastorate  was  brief,  terminating,  at  his 
"■qnest.  Sept.  3.  1853.  Dec.  31,  1853,  the  church  invited  Rev.  K.  A. 
<  uiiinniigs  to  become  its  pastor  again,  "  as  soon  as  consistent  with  his 
pifwon^  engagements."  He  accepted  the  call  and  continued  in  service 
ut>!!l  l.'.nunry,  1855,  ^vhen  he  resigned.  During  the  greater  ])art  of  1855, 
the  ptilpii  xvas  su]>plied  by  George  S.  Stotkwell.  Oct.  5,  1856,  a  call  was 
f\teM(!etl  to  Rev.  J.  'I'.  Smitli  of  Bristol,  Conn.,  whicii  he  ac(  epted.  He 
_( Miitjuiied  in  the  service  for  more  than  eight  years,  resigning  his  ottice, 
!.»n  27.  iS(,-.  I  I, ciuirch  voted  not  to  accept  tiu;  resigation,  ])ut  Mr. 
>u>.\h  in^;stc-(l  and  preached  his  farewell  sermon,  Ajnil  31. 

I  t  i..  iS.  ,so6,  the  church  extended  a  call  to  Rev.  A.  j.  Badelford  ;  he 
.»<  >  .  p:.  d  and  l)egan  his  labors  l"el).  25.     Recognition  services  were  iiekl 
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March  21.  and  on  the  same  day  the  church  ^vas  rededicated  having  under- 
gone extensive  repairs  and  alterations.  Mr.  Padelford  continued  in  ofhce 
until  March  i,  1S68,  when  he  tendered  his  resignation.  The  church 
appointed  a  committee  to  request  him  to  reconsider  his  action,  but  he  refused. 
The  church  voted,  in  May,  to  secure  the  services  of  Frank  K.  Tower  of 
Petersham  as  stated  supply  for  the  remainder  of  the  yt^^ir.  In  October  of 
the  same  year,  it  was  voted  expedient  to  ordain  Mr.  I'ower  and  install 
him  as  pastor  of  the  church.  He  accepted  the  call  in  a  letter  dated  Nov. 
18,  and  was  ordained  and  installed,  Dec.  23.  The  first  year  of  his  ministry 
was  marked  by  a  great  revival,  resulting  in  many  conversions.  Dec.  23. 
1S71,  Mr.  Tower  resigned,  and  ]\Iarch  24,  1872,  Rev.  A.  P.  Puel  of  New 
London,  Conn,  was  called  to  the  })astorate.  He  did  not  accept  at  the 
time,  but  consented  to  supply  the  pulpit.  'Phe  call  was  renewed.  June  30, 
and  this  time  was  accepted.  The  dale  when  Mr.  Puel's  past(jrate  ended  is 
not  recorded,  but  April  6,  1S73,  the  church  extended  a  call  to  Rev.  J.  V. 
Osterhout  of  Webster,  which  he  declined.  May  i8,  1873,  a  call  was 
•extended  to  Rev.  D.  F.  Lamson  of  Xorthboro  ;  this  also  was  declined. 

Rev.  Sylvester  Purnham  supplied  the  pulpit  for  a  time,  and  in  July, 
1873,  was  called  to  the  pastorate.  Pie  accepted,  and  continued  in  service 
until  March  of  the  following  year,  when  he  resigned.  In  May  of  the 
same  year,  a  call  was  extended  to  D.  \V.  Hoyt  which  he  accepted,  and  was 
-ordained,  July  29.  In  1875,  a  branch  of  the  church  was  organized  in 
Frvin^f.  Mr.  Hovt  resiiined  in  March.  iSSo  ;  Dec.  12  of  the  same  vear, 
a  call  was  extended  to  Rev.  G.  V.  (ienung.  He  accepted,  and  recognition 
services  were  held  in  Januar}-,  i88i.  He  continued  in  office  until  January, 
1884.  when  he  resigned.  I'he  church  at  first  refused  to  accept  his  resigna- 
tion, but  he  insisted.  Rev.  J.  P.  Child  was  called  to  the  pastorate  the 
same  year,  continuing  in  ohice  until  ]\Iarch,  1S92,  when  he  resigned.  In 
October  of  the  saiue  year,  Rev.  G.  W.  Holman  accepted  an  invitation  to 
settle  as  pastor  of  the  church. 

I'he  first  mention  of  a  meeting-iiouse  is  found  in  the  church  recotcU 
under  date  of  May  11,  183^,  when  an  agent  was  appointed  to  solicit  aid 
from  abroad  to  build  a  meeting-house.  Oct.  24,  1834,  the  church  passed 
the  following  \ote:  Whereas  several  individuals  ha\e  taken  ellicient 
measmes  to  erect  a  meeting-house  by  subscription  to  be  the  propertv  of 
the  First  Papti.^t  Chh.  in  .\mher,^t,  and  whereas  they  ha\e  connected  with 
the  said  house  a  basement  story  which  the  Chh.  mav  own  as  their  propcrtx' 
provided  they  will  dvfrav  theexi)ense  of  said  basement  story,  And  w  hcreas 
the  Jiuildmg  ('(^uimittce  have  made  the  above  proposal  therefor,  X'otcd  to 
take  the  Pa^enieiU  Story  as  our  projierty."  A  committee  of  (i\e  was 
appointed  to  tinish  the  basement,  and  authori/^ed  to  hire  mone\'  to  pay  the 
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-expense.  April  25,  1836,  Seth  Fish,  Salvader  Andrews  and  Austin  East- 
man were  appointed  deacons  to  hold  the  meeting-house  in  trust. 

July  6,  1837,  ^^^^  cliurch  adopted  a  constitution  and  series  of  regula- 
tions for  the  management  and  disposal  of  church  property.  The  preamble 
reads  as  follows  :  ''The  ist  Baptist  Chh.  in  Amherst  having  erected  a 
house  for  divine  worship  for  the  accommodation  of  themselves  and  others 
who  choose  to  meet  with  them  wisli  to  be  guided  by  the  following  regula- 
tions in  the  management  and  disposal  of  their  house  of  worship  and  other 
property."  I'his  constitution  contained,  among  others,  the  following- 
provisions  :  That  the  meeting-house  and  all  other  property  belonging  to 
the  church  should  be  "  considered  as  theirs,  under  their  management  and 
at  their  disposal  the  settled  pastor  or  stated  preacher  should  ever  be  a 
^'regular  Orthodox  Baptist  minister;"  if  the  church  should  ever  be 
dissolved  or  become  extinct,  the  meeting-house  and  all  other  property 
belonging  to  the  church,  except  such  slips  or  other  property  as  were  owned 
by  private  individuals,  should  revert  to  the  treasury  of  the  Massachusetts 
Baptist  Convention  ;  every  pew  in  the  meeting-house  should  be  subject  to 
the  provisions  of  the  constitution  ;  should  the  church  at  anytime  consider 
it  expedient  to  demolish,  move,  alter,  repair  or  rebuild  the  meeting-house, 
each  pew-owner  should  give  up  his  pew  for  that  purpose  and  be  allowed 
full  value  of  his  pew  when  thus  surrendered,  provided  he  should  take  the 
amount  of  said  valuation  in  a  pew  or  pews  i;i  the  meeting-house  when 
rebuilt  or  so  altered  and  repaired. 

At  a  meeting  held  May  23,  1837,  it  was  voted  "  To  give  back  the  bonds 
to  our  trustees  that  the  basement  of  our  meeting-house  may  be  sold  for 
$2500  and  clear  the  Chh.  of  all  debt  for  our  meeting-house  except  about 
Sioooor  Sdoo."  J-une  22,  1S37,  the  trustees  were  authorized  to  sell 
enough  of  the  "  pew  ground  "  or  slips  in  the  meeting-house  to  pay  the  debt 
duv  Uk-  building  committee  of  said  house.  No  pews  were  to  be  sold  at  a 
le.^s  i^rice  than  appraised,  and  they  were  to  be  sold  only  on  such  conditions 
as  should  secure  the  pulpit  fore\er  to  a  regular  orthodox  Bapti.st  minister. 
July  7.  iS-f).  tlu;  church  extended  a  vote  of  thanks  to  persons  who  by 
generous  a^^i^tance  had  enabled  them  to  pay  off  the  debt  on  the  meeting- 
hou-,c.  April  >i,  iS5i,it  was  voted  "to  a|)prove  and  encourage  the 
paiutmg  and  rep-airing  of  the  meeting-house."  For  many  years  the  base- 
ment of  the  nieeling-house  was  used  for  store  i^urposes.  Oct.  4,  1862,  it 
was  voted  to  see  whether  the  church  could  iin\  e  a  room  in  the  basement 
for  prayer  and  conference  purposes,  if  so,  what  must  be  done  to  [^ut  it  in 
order.  Maieh  23.  iST).;,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  lit  and  furnisli  the 
southwest  room  in  the  l;ascinent  as  a  vestrv  ;  the  first  nu-eting  in  the  new 
vestry  was  held  June  4.  1865.  Sept.  12,  iS(,4,  a  com ni ittee  was  apjiointed 
to  procure  plans  and  estimates  for  rei)airinL;  the  iiou.se  of  worship;  tliey 
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reported  a  plan  involving  the  expenditure  of  $1000,  and  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  raise  funds  for  carrying  on  the  work.  July  7,  1S79.  the 
church  voted  to  rent  the  vestry  to  Postmaster  Jameson  for  $50  a  month. 

In  the  years  immediately  following  the  organization  of  the  churchy 
various  methods  were  resorted  to  for  the  purpose  of  raising  funds,  for  the 
payment  of  current  expenses.  Feb.  i,  1S34,  an  agent  was  appointed  to 
attend  the  state  convention,  to  secure  aid  to  support  the  gospel  ministry. 
March  10,  1835,  ^'''^'^  agents  were  appointed  to  sohcit  aid  to  pay  arrearages 
for  preaching.  A  committee  was  appointed  to  circulate  subscription  papers 
to  raise  money  to  be  paid  monthly  for  the  purpose  of  supporting  preaching 
the  coming  year.  Dec.  12,  1S36,  it  was  voted  that  all  the  pecuniary 
expenses  of  the  church,  with  the  pastor's  salary,  be  averaged  upon  each 
member  of  the  church,  according  to  their  ability.  Jan.  17,  1837,  it  was 
voted  to  make  all  the  pews  in  the  meeting-house  free.  May  6,  1S66,  a 
committee  was  chosen  to  have  charge  of  the  church  finances.  In  1S69,  it 
was  voted  to  make  the  seats  free  and  to  take  collections  for  current 
expenses. 

Oct.  31,  1836,  a  committee  was  appointed  '"to  procure  an  apparatus 
to  warm  the  meeting-house.''  June  22,  1S37,  it  was  voted  that  the  sexton 
be  furnished  with  oil  to  light  the  house.  In  1S38,  the  trustees  were 
authorized  to  deed  a  pew  to  the  pastor  of  the  church  and  his  successors 
in  office,  to  beheld  by  them  as  a  minister's  pew  ''  forever,  .-\pril  5.  1S44, 
it  was  voted  to  authorize  the  committee  heretofore  appointed  by  the 
church  to  put  in  the  baptistery  into  the  Baptist  meeting-house  to  finish 
said  work  by  placing  a  carpet  upon  the  platform  of  the  desk  and  the  platform 
in  front  of  the  desk,  and  whatever  is  necessary  to  complete  the  work." 
Oct.  2,  1870,  it  is  recorded  that  the  ordinance  of  baptism  was  omitted 
owing  to  a  lack  of  water  to  fill  the  baptistery.  Mention  is  first  made  of 
the  appointment  of  ushers,  in  1838.  June  30,  1833,  a  set  of  communion 
vessels  was  presented  to  the  church  by  KHsha  r>ogue,  Esq.  In  1846,  it 
was  voted  to  procure  the  juice  of  the  grape  for  communion  services.  In 
1852  it  was  voted  to  di.-^pense  with  the  use  of  the  juice  of  the  grape  and 
to  use  "sweet  wine"  at  communion.  In  1866,  a  silver  communion  service 
and  set  of  tal)le  linen  was  presented  to  the  church.  The  sul)ject  of 
temperance  seems  to  have  attracted  the  attention  of  the  church  at  an  early 
date.  It  was  voted,  in  1 835,  to  form  ^  a  temi:)erance  society.  In  1843,  it 
was  voted  that  it  wa^  the  duty  of  every  member  of  the  church  to  belong 
to  some  temperance  society,  and  the  folhnvinu:  resolution  was  jxussed  : 
"We  as  a  church  cannot  hold  fellowship  with  any  member  of  the  same 
faith  and  order  with  oinsehes,  or  receive  to  the  ordinance  of  baj)tism  and 
subse(iuent  fellowshij)  any  persf)n  who  will  not  ad(jpt  the  afoiesaid 
principles." 
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In  1838,  new  articles  of  faith  and  a  new  covenant  were  adopted.  In 
1840,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  meet  in  Ciimmington  with  other 
churches,  to  form  a  society  to  promote  gospel  preaching  and  Christian 
edification  among  churches  in  destitute  places  in  this  region."  Feb.  24, 
1843,  standing  rules  and  regulations  for  the  church  were  adopted.  May 
19,  1848,  it  was  voted  "  to  form  the  church  into  a  benevolent  association, 
with  a  constitution  and  by-laws."  In  1857,  it  was  voted  to  sustain  a 
weekly  prayer-meeting.  Another  change  in  creed  and  covenant  was  made 
in  1864.  Rules  for  the  regulation  of  the  Sunda\'-school  were  adopted  in 
1878,  and  a  Sunday-school  constitution  in  1S81.  In  187S,  a  committee 
was  appointed  to  take  charge  of  a  series  of  entertainments  to  be  given 
during  the  winter.  Many  cases  of  church  discipline  are  recorded,  quite  a 
number  on  account  of  members  absenting  themsehes  from  religious 
services.  In  1835,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  visit  a  brother,  '-for  the 
purpose  of  stirring  him  up  to  his  duty  in  attending  meetings." 

The  first  mention  in  regard  to  church  music  is  found  in  the  records 
under  date  of  183S,  when  there  was  a  little  trouble  in  the  choir.  Dec.  5, 
1S40,  it  was  voted,  ''To  draw  6  dollars  from  our  treasury  to  pay  for  a 
riute  for  the  use  of  the  Chh  in  aiding  their  Chh  music.  It  is  ever  to  be 
considered  as  the  Chh's  property  exclusively  &  wholly  and  always  at  their 
disposal."  In  1878,  an  organ  society  was  formed  and  purchased  an  organ 
and  put  it  in  ;  in  the  same  year,  a  committee  on  singing  was  appointed. 
The  "  old  organ  "  was  presented  to  the  I'aptist  church  in  Wendell.  June 
1 8,  1879,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  investigate  and  report  in  regard  to  a 
parsonage.  This  committee  reported.  June  30,  that  H.  D.  Fearing  had 
oilered  to  give  tiiem  his  house  if  they  would  grade  the  cellar  for  his  new 
house.  The  committee  advised  the  church  to  accept  this  oft'er  and  to 
purchase  the  lot  north  of  1).  W.  Palmer's  house  as  a  site  for  the  building, 
at  an  expense  of  $800.  The  offer  was  accepted,  but  the  committee  after- 
wards purchased  what  was  known  as  the  "  Mannali  Wedge  lot'"  as  a  site 
for  tlie  parsonage. 
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CHAPTER  XXXlll. 


Methodist  Episcopal  Churches. — -Grace  Church. — Si-.  1]rid(;et's 
Church. — Second  Advent  Church. — Universalist  Church. 
—  Church  Associations.  — Hampshire  East  Association. — 
Hampshire  East  Conference. 

Within  a  little  more  than  a  half  century  three  Methodist  churches 
have  been  organized  in  Amherst,  one  of  which  has  gone  out  of  existence, 
another  is  continued  in  union  with  the  church  in  West  Telham,  while  the 
third,  the  Wesley  M.  E.  church,  is  well  supported  and  bears  an  honored 
place  among  the  church  organizations  of  the  town.  Of  the  church  at 
North  Amherst,  the  parent  organization,  complete  and  interesting  records 
have  been  preserved,  to  which  the  writer  is  largely  indebted  for  the  follow- 
ing facts.  In  the  month  of  August,  1842,  Rev.  E.  S.  Potter  began  to 
preach  in  the  school-house  at  North  Amherst  "City."  He  held  his 
appointment  under  the  presiding  elder  of  the  Springfield  1  )istrict,  New 
England  M.  E.  Conference.  A  part  of  the  time  he  preached  at  Hadley. 
As  a  result  of  his  labors  at  North  Amherst,  a  society  was  organized,  with 
45  members.  In  1S43,  ^^^^  New  England  Conference  re-appointed  Mr. 
Potter  to  Eladley  and  North  .Amherst.  Pie  resided  in  the  latter  place  and 
preached  with  great  acceptance.  In  June,  1S43.  withdrew  from  theM. 
E.  church  to  unite  with  the  "  W-esleyan  Connection."  llirough  his  influence 
many  of  the  meiubers  withdrew  from  the  ^1.  E.  society  to  unite  with  the 
same  "  Connection."  He  continued  his  labors  at  North  Amherst  until 
the  meeting  of  the  Wesleyan  M.  I\.  Conference  in  1S44,  when  he 
received  another  ap]3ointment.  'I'he  Wesleyan  Conference,  in  1844, 
appointed  Rev.  James  Rillings  to  North  Amherst  and  Hadley;  he  remained 
until  October,  when  he  removed  ivom  town  and  was  succeeded  by  Rev. 
John  Pike,  who  continued  his  labors  until  the  close  of  the  conference 
year.  In  1845,  Rev.  William  llevins  preached  at  North  Amherst  and 
Hadley,  under  appointiiujnl  of  the  Wesleyan  Conference  ;  the  same  Con- 
ference appointed  Rev.  Mr.  Palmer  to  the  charge  in  1846,  but  on  \  isiting 
the  station  and  becoming  acquainted  with  its  j)r()sj)ects  he  declined  the 
appointment,  and  left  the  i)ul[Mt  unsujjpiied.  l''rom  Aj)ril  to  November, 
the  church  wa^  witlunit  a  regular  preacher;  in  Novembei,  Rev.  J.  W. 
Dadmun  the  M.  church  was  engaged  to  supjily  the  ])ulpit  until  the 
next  ses>ion  of  the  New  i'.ngland  M.  I-',.  ( "onference,  lield  in  April,  18^7. 
From  April,  1847.  to  April,  1848,  the  station  was  without  a  preacher. 
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In  April,  184S,  Rev.  J.  M.  Clark  of  the  M.  E.  church  was  appointed  to 
the  charge.  On  his  arrival,  he  found  a  few  friends  of  the  M.  K.  church, 
but  no  members.  March  9,  1S49,  f^>fficial  Hoard  was  organized,  accord- 
in""  to  the  usa^e  of  the  M.  E.  Church.  I'he  Conference  met  at  the  house 
of  the  minister,  and  Jonas  M.  Clark  was  elected  secretar}-.  The  niinister 
reported  but  three  church  members  in  full  communion,  but  the  probationary 
term  of  several  others  had  nearly  expired.  The  niinister's  •' disciplinary 
allowance  "'  amounted  to  S370.  In  April,  1849,  Rev.  H.  M.  Nichols  was 
appointed  as  Mr.  Clark's  successor,  and  was  continued  in  the  cliarge  two 
years.  ])uring  his  ministry,  the  church  declined  in  spirituality  and  there 
was  a  considerable  deficiency  in  the  hnances.  Erom  April,  185 1,  to 
December,  1854,  there  were  no  records  of  church  doings.  In  October, 
1854,  Rev.  W.  M.  Hubbard  was  pastor,  continuing  in  charge  until 
tiie  close  of  the  conference  year.  Erom  1855  to  1858,  there  was  no 
regular  pastor,  but  students  from  Andierst  College  preached  occasionally. 
Erom  1S58  to  1S60,  Rev.  John  Peterson  served  as  pastor,  the  church 
enjoying  a  good  degree  of  prosperity.  Erom  i860  to  1S61,  Rev.  J.  O. 
Feck,  a  student  at  Amherst  College,  served  as  pastor;  he  was  succeeded 
by  Rev.  Robert  H.  Wilder  and  Rev.  Rufus  Gerrish,  each  of  whom  served 
for  one  year. 

In  1S63,  John  Jones,  a  local  preacher  resident  in  Pelham,  supplied 
the  pulpit  on  the  Sabbath  and  continued  his  services  with  the  society  until 

1867.  Erom  1S67  to  1868,  Rev.  John  \V.  Lee  served  as  pastor  of  the 
church,  inider  appointment  of  the  New  England  M.  E.  Conference.  In 

1868.  Rev.  John  Jones  was  once  more  pastor  in  charge.  Erom  April, 
i8()9.  to  August  of  the  same  year,  the  pulpit  was  supplied  by  Rev.  Lorenzo 
1  >ibblc,  a  local  preacher  ;  for  the  remainder  of  the  year  local  preachers 
from  W'ilbraham  Academy  preached  occasionally.  In  1S70,  William  S. 
J;iggcr,  not  then  ordained,  was  the  preacher  in  charge.  Rev.  John  Jones 
.'-upplicd  the  pulpit  in  187  i  and  in  1872,  and  in  1873,  Rev.  I).  K.  Panister 
was  ajDpointed  to  the  charge.  In  1874,  Rev.  S.  L.  Rodgers  was  appointed 
to  the  ".Vmherst  circuit"  and  remained  in  charge  until  1876.  Eorseveral 
year.s  the  church  was  without  a  regular  supply  for  its  pulpit.  Rev.  Jason 
Il.udi  serving  as  preacher  for  a  time  in  1881,  and  in  1882,  the  charges  at 
Amherst  and  North  Amherst  were  combined,  under  thecareof  onej)asl()r. 
I'l  1^87.  the  church  at  North  AmhJrst  and  the  church  at  West  I'elham 

re  iHiited  as  one  charge.  'J'he  i)Astor  appointed  in  1894  was  Kev.  C/eorge 
H.uls.Mi.  and  1895,  15.  ^fiirshall. 

i  Ik-  cha])el  building,   located  at  the  "('ity,"'  was  built  in  1844,  and 
de(li(  aled  Jan.  i,  1845,  the  dedication  sermon  being  i)rcacliecl  by  Rev. 
P    S.  I'otti  T.    The  chapel  was  built  by  a  stock  compativ  and  owned  by 
t"-.-iii,  the  prnicij)al  stockholders  at  the  time  of  its  construction  being  I'eter 
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King  and  L.  L.  IJraper.  Repairs  costing  some  $400  were  made  on  the 
building  in  1867  ;  in  1874,  a  vestry  was  built  and  alterations  made  on  the 
•chapel  at  the  cost  of  $600. 

SOUl'H    AMHKRSr   METHODIST  CHURCH. 

Of  the  Methodist  church  at  South  Amherst,  no  records  are  in  exist- 
ence. The  only  accurate  information  in  regard  to  it  is  found  in  the  records 
of  the  New  England  M.  E.  Conference,  which  contain  a  list  of  the  preachers 
in  charge.  The  church  was  probably  organized  in  1847,  '"^^  ^^^^  church 
building  was  erected  in  that  year  and  completed  in  the  spring  of  1848. 
'J'his  building  stood  at  the  corner  of  the  }>ay  Road  and  East  street  at  South 
Amherst,  on  land  owned  by  Dwight  E.  Dickinson.  It  is  still  standing, 
though  moved  from  its  former  location  since  the  church  organization  was 
given  up.    It  is  now  used  for  other  purposes. 

For  several  years  the  station  was  united  with  that  at  North  Relchertown, 
with  one  preacher  in  charge.  The  list  of  ministers,  as  found  on  the 
conference  records,  is  as  follows :  1848,  John  Smith;  1S49-51,  Ephraim 
Scott;  1851-53,  Daniel  Wait;  1853-54,  David  'I'odd ;  1858-60,  John 
Jones;  1862-63,  John  Jones;  1864-65,  J.  M.  Hascall :  1866-67,  J.  \V. 
Lee;  1866-68,  K.  E.  Pilcher;  1869-70,  Lorenzo  Dibble  and  \\'.  S.  Jagger. 
There  is  no  record  of  preaching  at  the  Methodist  church  in  South  Amherst 
after  1875,  '^^""^^  pi'obable  that  church  ser\  ices  were  discontinued  at 

about  that  time. 

WESLEY   ME'lHODIsr  CHURCH. 

The  Methodist  church  at  Amherst  center  was  organized  in  1868  as  a 
branch  of  the  church  at  North  Amherst.  It  was  composed,  in  part,  of 
members  of  the  latter  organization,  together  with  a  few  members  from  the 
church  in  Pelham.  It  was  organized  as  a  separate  society  in  August. 
1875,  when  the  first  quarterly  conference  was  held.  The  first  meetings 
were  held  in  Rarmenter's  hall  at  East  Amherst.  At  the  first  meeting  of 
the  church.  Cummings  Eish,  O.  S.  Latiiam  and  Hiram  ballon  were  appointed 
trustees,  and  O.  S.  Latham  Sunday-school  superintendent.  Committees 
were  appointed  on  missions,  on  Sunday-school,  church  extension,  church 
records,  parsonage  and  furnitiu-e,  church  music,  and  estimating  preaclier's 
salary.  The  first  pastor  was  Re\'.  S.  L.  Rodgers  who  was  appointed  to  the 
"Amherst  circuit  *'  by  the  New  l-'ngland  M.  K.  Conference.  .\t  the  end  of 
^  the  first  year  of  its  existence,  the  church  had  a  membcisiiii)  of  about  30, 
and  the  Sunday-sch(K)l  of  o\  cr  50.  In  1S76,  Rew  D.  S.  C()le^  u  as  a])p()iiil«,  (l 
pastor  of  the  Amherst  (  ircuit.  comprising  the  (  hurt  li  at  N'ortii  Amherst 
and  the  new  organization.  After  bt-ing  pastor  ai)()Lit  a  ukhUIi.  he  was 
iidvi.sed  by  the  presiding  elder  that  the  iiUerests  of  the  ( hureh  and  the 
cause  of  Christ  would  be  acKanced  if  the  relation  between  the  societies 
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was  severed.  This  suggestion  was  promptly  acted  upon,  and  Mr.  Coles 
continued  as  pastor  of  the  new  society  at  East  Amherst. 

In  1877,  Rev.  E.  C.  P'erguson  was  pastor  of  the  church.  He  was 
succeeded  by  Rev.  E.  P.  King,  who  was  appointed  by  the  conference  in 
1S78,  and  continued  in  the  pastorate  until  1881.  Eor  the  first  few  years 
after  the  church  was  organized,  the  pastor's  salary  was  $500.  Rev.  \V.  G. 
Richardson  was  appointed  pastor  in  1881,  and  served  for  three  years. 
He  was  succeeded,  in  18S4,  by  Rev.  W.  H.  Daniels,  who  remained  but  one 
year.  In  1885.  Rev.  J.  H.  Emerson  began  his  pastoral  services  continu- 
ing in  office  three  years.  For  three  years,  1887-90,  Rev.  C.  R.  Sherman 
served  as  pastor,  he  being  succeeded,  in  1890,  by  Rev.  S.  A.  Bragg,  who 
continued  in  office  until  1894,  when  Rev.  A.  L.  Squier  was  appointed. 

At  a  meeting  held  June  15,  1876,  the  trustees  were  instructed  to  buy 
a  lot  on  which  to  build  a  church  edifice.  The  pastor  and  two  members 
were  appointed  a  committee  to  secure  funds  for  building  purposes. 
The  pastor.  Rev.  I).  S.  Coles,  expressed  the  opinion  that  the 
society  should  take  steps  at  once  to  build  a  church  costing  not  more  than 
$5,000.  Aug.  13,  1876,  the  committee  reported  that  they  had  receix  ed 
subscriptions,  amounting  only  to  $1,325.  Aug.  15,  1877,  the  society  decided 
to  build  a  church  that  fall  and  to  use  all  available  resources.  Sept.  3,  the 
society  accepted  plans  submitted  for  a  building,  appointed  a  building  com- 
mittee and  voted  to  secure  the  "  l^ickinson  lot."  I'he  committee  reported, 
Feb.  13,  1877,  that  they  had  purchased  the  "Whitney  lot."  The  corner- 
stone of  the  church  was  laid,  (,)ct.  17,  1878,  and  the  work  progressed  so 
rapidly  that  services  were  held  in  the  \-estry,  Jan.  26,  1879.  18S0,  a 
committee  was  appointed  to  superintend  the  building  of  sheds  on  the 
cluireh  lot.  In  1886,  the  grounds  about  the  church  were  graded  and 
ini proved.     A  bell  was  procured  in  1887. 

In  1880,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  consider  the  matter  of  building 
a  r»arsonage.  In  November.  1890,  Miss  Betsey  Locke  died,  bequeathing 
to  the  church  her  house  and  lot,  the  house  to  be  used  as  a  parsonage,  or 
tlu-  i^ropcrty  to  be  sold  and  the  proceeds  devoted  to  building  a  parsonage. 
1  he  new  parsonage,  a  neat  and  ornamental  structure,  was  built  in  1S94. 
I''  1876.  u  was  reported  that  an  organ  had  been  purchased  and  partly  paid 
in  18S2,  a  vote  was  passed  to  purchase  a  pipe  organ.  The  whole 
number  of  church  members  in  March,  1877,  was  25.  In  iS8i,avote 
v«.>^  passed  topul)lish  a  small  weekly  paper,  if  it  could  be  made  self  sup- 
i'"itiii-.  l)ui  the  ])roject  was  abandoned.  'I'he  church  has  been  blessed 
^^'in  111. my  re\  i\-als  of  religion,  one  of  especial  interest  occurring  in  the 
''I  "«ig  ot  iSSfj,  another  in  1890.  A  class-meeting  was  conducted  frt)in  the 
l  '  j.uming,  in  charge  of  Cummings  I'i.sh,  loxMugly  renieinbered  as  "  l""atiier" 
1  It  was  gi\en  uj)  for  a  time,  l)Ut  was  revixed  in  1894. 
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CrRACE   EPISCOPAL  CHURCH, 

Sept.  20,  1864,  a  number  of  men  residing  in  Amlierst  met  at  the 
residence  of  Mrs.  Mary  TI.  Jones,  to  consider  the  practicability  of  forming 
in  Amherst  a  parish  of  the  Protestant  l^piscopal  church.  The  meeting  was 
organized  by  choice  of  I.  F.  Conkey  as  chairman  and  O.  G.  Couch  as 
secretary.  It  was  voted  practical  and  expedient  at  that  time  to  elect  wardens, 
vestrymen,  and  a  parish  clerk.  In  accordance  with  this  vote,  officers  were 
chosen  as  follows:  Senior  warden,  George  Ikirnham  ;  junior  warden,  John 
M.  Emerson:  vestr}-mcn.  I.  I'\  ("onkey,  H.  G.  Xash,  Horace  Ward,  Cdiarles 
Deuel  Luther  1).  Shcppard.  John  G.  White,  M.  M.  Marsh,  M.  X.  Spear, 
R.  W.  Stratton  ;  clerk  and  treasurer,  ().  G.  Gouch.  Rev.  Frederick  I). 
Huntington,  at  that  time  rector  of  the  Fmanuel  church  in  JJoston,  was 
present  at  the  meeting:  it  was  largely  owing  to  his  efforts  that  the  joarish 
was  formed.  Being  invited  to  give  a  name  to  the  parish,  he  selected  that 
of  ''Grace  church."  A  meeting  of  the  vestry  was  held  two  days  later,  at 
which  time  committees  \\ere  appointed  to  secure  a  place  for  holding 
religious  services,  to  prepare  by-laws  for  the  government  of  the  parish,  to 
form  a  choir,  and  to  recommend  a  location  for  a  building  for  the  use  of 
the  parish.  Arrangements  were  made  with  the  F>aptist  society  for  the 
temporary  use  of  their  house  of  v/orship  in  which  to  hold  services,  but  the 
agreement  was  promptly  canceled  when  Rev.  Mr.  FJuntington  announced 
that  on  a  certain  Sabbath  he  would  preach  a  doctrinal  sermon  :  in  this 
emergency,  the  First  Gongregational  society  offered  the  u.se  of  their  meet- 
ing-house for  the  service  referred  to. 

Oct.  20.  1864,  the  parish  voted  to  extend  a  call  to  Re\".  S.  V.  Parker, 
1).  I).,  to  become  the  rector  of  Grace  church,  olTering  him  a  salary  of 
$1,200,  including  S200  per  annum  to  be  paid  by  l\e\'.  l^".  1).  Huntington. 
]Mr.  l\\rker's  acceptance  of  the  call  was  read  at  a  meeting  held  Jan.  15, 
1865.  'Pile  agreement  to  become  members  of  an  F'.piscopal  parish,  should 
one  be  formed,  was  signed  by  41  names.  'Phat  the  parish  miglit  ha\e  a 
legal  standing,  and  be  enabled  to  hold  property,  it  was  necessar\-  that  it 
should  be  organized  under  the  pro\  isions  of  statute  law.  .\pril  10,  1865, 
the  following  {)etition  was  addressed  to  Henry  A.  Marsh,  a  justice  of  the 
peace,  resident  in  .\ndier>t  : 

"  'J'hc  "Jiulci si^,iic(l  members  of  an  uiiiiicc/i  poratcd  rclii^ious  .Society  in  .Amiierst 
in  said  County  known  as  llie  Pr(Uest;uU  l-4Msco])al  Society  known  as  ^  1 1  ace  Church 
and  containiiiL:,  more  than  ten  qualified  voters  hereby  make  applie;Uion  to  you  to 
issue  your  warrant  to  one  of  the  subscribers  re(|uirini;'  him  to  warn  the  ([ualilied 
voters  of  said  unincoi  jjorated  Soci<;t\-  to  meet  at  such  time  and  place  as  \-ou  nia\- 
appoint  to  oii;ani/.e  a  it-hL^ious  .Society  under  the  Statutes  of  this  Conimonweahh 
and  to  act  on  the  following;  arii(dcs: 

I'irst,    To  choose  a  Clerk  for  s.iid  .Society. 
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Second,    To  choose  a  moderator  to  preside  in  said  meeting. 
Third,    To  adopt  such  Hye-Laws  or  rules  to  govern  said  Society  as  shall  be 
deemed  best. 

Fourth,  To  elect  such  other  officers  for  said  Society  as  may  be  determined 
by  its  Bye-I.aws  or  rules  or  as  the  Society  may  direct. 

Fifth.  "I'o  determine  the  nianner  of  notifying  and  calling  future  meetings  of 
said  Society." 

Justice  Marsh  issued  his  warrant  to  John  i\  White,  requiring  him  to 
notify  and  warn  the  members  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Society  known 
as  Grace  Church  to  meet  at  the  hall  in  the  Academy  building,  April  17,  to 
act  on  the  articles  set  forth  in  the  petition.  The  meeting  was  held  on  the 
(late  specified,  and  was  organized  by  the  choice  of  O.  G.  Couch  as  clerk 
and  George  l]un'iham  as  moderator.  It  was  voted  that  the  parish  be  know 
as  Grace  Chiu-ch  parisli  ;  the  officers  should  consist  of  a  rector,  two 
wardens,  seven  vestrymen,  a  clerk  and  a  treasurer.  The  officers  chosen 
were  :  Wardens,  (ieorge  Jkirnham.  Horace  Ward  ;  vestrymen,  K,  ]•'.  Cook, 
1).  W.  Palmer,  George  M.  Lovell,  L  F.  Conkey,  FT  C.Nash.  J.  A.  Haker, 
R.  W.  Stratton  ;  treasurer,  ().  G.  Couch,  Rev.  S.  P.  Parker  served  as 
rector  for  four  years,  until  Jan.  17,  1S69,  when  lie  tendered  his  resigna- 
tion, which  was  accepted  with  deep  regret ;  resolutions  were  passed  express- 
ing the  sense  of  loss  experienced  by  church  and  parish  in  parting  from  one 
whose  labors  among  them  had  been  so  untiring  and  crowned  with  such 
success.  March  29,  1869,  a  call  was  extended  to  Rev.  Andrew  Mackie, 
who  accepted  in  a  letter  dated  April  7.  Mr.  Mackie  remained  in  office 
only  two  years,  resigning  April  12,  1871.  The  third  rector  was  Rev.  Idenry 
1'".  Alien  of  Stockbridge,  who  was  called  to  the  parish  in  l^^ebruarv,  1872, 
and  served  for  five  years,  his  resignation  bearing  date  of  Feb.  19,  1877. 
During  his  min'istry  the  church  was  greatly  prospered.  In  the  spring  of 
1878,  the  precise  date  not  being  recorded  in  the  parish  records.  Rev. 
I'"rederick  Purgess  became  rector,  continuing  in  ofhce  until  1882,  when  he 
resigned.  Feb.  12,  1883,  a  call  was  extended  to  Ivew  Fouis  .\.  Arthur  of 
Xew  N'ork  city,  but  Mr.  Arthur  declined.  During  a  part  of  the  year  1883 
the  puljiit  was  su[)plied  by  Rev.  Mr.  'Fisdal.  June  6.  1883.  a  call  was 
extended  to  Rev.  Samuel  Snelling  of  Charlc  stown  ;  he  accepted  in  a  letter 
<iated  June  12.  Mr.  Snelling's  ministry  was  most  successful  and  he  gained 
t"  a  marked  degree  the  esteem  and  affection  of  his  {parishioners.  lie 
lendcrcd  his  resignation.  X<»v.  20.  i^>86,  but  it  was  V(_)te(l  unanimousl\-  not 
l<»  accej)t  the  same,  and  he  was  prevailed  upon  to  withdraw  it.  I  lis  re>.ig- 
imiion  w.is  tendered  a  second  time.  Dec.  19,  1887,  and  again  a  unanimous 
vutf  was  passed  against  its  acceptance,  but  although  repeated  and  urgent 
<  Mol  ts  w  ere  made  to  retain  his  serv  ices,  thev  j^rox  ed  una\  ailing.  .\Firch 
-•(*.  1.SS8.  ;i  call  was  extended  to  Rev.  W.  J.  Tillev  of  Prandon.  \  t.  ;  he 
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accepted,  and  continued  in  office  until  Dec.  20,  1892,  when  he  tendered 
his  resignation,  which  was  accepted.  Mr.  Tilley  was  a  faithful  and  efficient 
minister,  and  was  highly  esteemed  both  by  his  parishioners  and  by  the 
general  public.  In  1893,  a  call  was  extended  to  Rev.  Walter  M.  J^reed, 
but  he  declined.  Aug.  28,  1S93,  a  call  was  extended  to  Rev.  David  Sprague 
of  Amsterdam,  N.  Y.  He  accepted  and  began  his  ministry  in  Amherst  in 
the  fall  of  1S93. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  parish  held  in  Academy  hall,  Jan.  9,  1865,  a 
committee  was  appointed  to  consider  the  matter  of  securing  a  site  for  the 
erection  of  a  building,  and  to  examine  such  plans  for  a  Sunday-school  room 
as  might  be  presented  to  them.  This  committee  reported,  Jan,  25,  in  favor 
of  buying  the  "John  Emerson  lot"  on  Prospect  street  as  a  location  for  the 
church,  and  also  in  favor  of  accepting  the  plans  presented  by  Jv.  Turner. 
I'he  committee  was  authorized  to  buy  the  Emerson  property,  or  any  other 
property  that  they  might  deem  more  suitable.  The  parish  voted,  May  26, 
to  ratify  the  purchase  of  a  part  of  the  Newman  estate  as  a  site  for  the 
church  building,  and  the  wardens  and  vestrymen  were  instructed  to 
purchase  for  the  parish  what  was  known  as  the  Palmer  estate,  at  such  a 
time  and  for  such  a  price  as  they  should  deem  expedient.  At  the  same 
meeting,  it  was  voted  that  the  parish  build  a  stone  church,  a  committee  of 
five  being  appointed  to  have  charge  of  the  work.  Work  on  the  building 
was  begun  that  year,  and  was  carried  on  so  rapidly  that  the  parish  held  a 
meeting  in  the  basement  of  the  church,  April  2,  1866.  The  building  was 
consecrated  by  the  P)ishop  of  the  diocese,  July  17.  It  was  designed  by 
Henry  Dudley  of  New  York,  the  type  of  architecture  being  13th  century 
English.  It  vv'as  built  of  a  gray  gneiss,  quarried  in  Leverett.  The 
audience-room  affords  seating  acconnnodations  for  420  persons,  and  there 
is  a  commodious  and  finely-arranged  Sunday-school  room  in  the  basement. 
.  At  the  time  of  its  consecration  the  church  contained  six  handsome  memo- 
rial windows.  A  beautiful  set  of  connnunion  plate  and  linen  was  piesented 
to  the  church  by  members  of  Grace  church  in  Poston.  (J)ther  articles  of 
church  furniture  were  donated  by  friends  in  l^oston.  New  York,  Springfield 
and  Amherst.  June  27,  1868,  the  parish  \oted,  " 'i'hat  we  accept  the \ery 
generous  offer  of  Rev.  George  Champion  Shej)herd.  D.  D.,  to  erect  the 
tower  and  place  therein  a  clock  and  bell." 

The  parish  voted,  J  une  i  i ,  i  866,  thnt  the  pews  in  the  church  be  appraised 
yearly  on  or  before  the  first  Monday  after  Easter,  and  be  rented  at  the 
-  annual  meeting  at  pul)lic  auction,  at  not  less  than  the  appraisal,  by  bid 
for  the  choice  of  the  same.  in  April,  1867,  the  parish  api)roj)riate(l  ^2,025 
for  the  year'.s  e.xpeUhe.N,  inc  luding  $150  for  heating  ami  lighting.  Si  50  for 
an  organist  and  bhjwer,"  and  S125  for  a  sexton.  In  1869,  it  was  voted 
*'  to  do  away  with  the  assessments."    In  March,  i  87  i .  a  connnillee  ajii)ointed 
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to  consider  the  subject  of  liquidating  the  parish  debt  of  some  $5,000, 
proposed  a  plan  to  divide  the  debt  into  250  shares  of  $20  each,  to  be 
assumed  bv  subscription  and  paid  for  by  promissory  notes  without  interest, 
payable  in  four  equal  amounts  on  the  first  day  of  June,  187  i,  1872,  1873, 
1874.  A  committee  appointed  to  carry  this  project  into  execution  reported, 
two  months  later,  that  all  the  shares  had  been  subscribed  for. 

'I'he  Episcopal  church  in  Amherst,  in  common  with  its  sister  churches 
in  neighborino'  towns  and  cities,  has  ever  been  noted  for  the  e.vcellence  of 
the  music  at  its  religious  services.  At  the  first  meeting  of  the  vestry,  a 
committee  was  appointed  to  form  a  choir.  The  records  contain  frequent 
allusions  to  the  church  music,  and  liberal  sums  were  annually  appropriated 
for  its  maintenance.  Soon  after  the  church  was  erected  it  was  furnished 
with  a  fine  organ.  As  early  as  1875,  ladies  were  engaged  to  sing  in  the 
choir.  Jan.  26.  1870,  it  was  voted,  *' I'hat  the  parish  accept  the  propo- 
sition of  the  proprietors  of  the  rectory  property,  to  give  us  a  deed  of  the 
same  to  be  held  by  the  parish  for  its  use  only,  and  when  it  ceases  to  be 
used  for  parish  purposes  it  shall  revert  to  the  above  proprietors  for  the  sum 
specified  in  the  legal  writing."  Jn  1879,  proposition  was  made  to  place 
the  church  property  in  the  hands  of  the  diocese,  but  was  decided  in  the 
negative.  The  first  vote  in  regard  to  the  appointment  of  ushers  is  found 
under  date  of  1879.  1880,  the  parish  accepted  the  offer  of  Professor 
Tuckerman  to  surround  the  grounds  with  a  neat  fence,  at  his  own  expense. 
I'he  same  year,  it  was  voted  to  accept  the  bequest  of  a  theological  library 
from  Rev.  Samuel  V.  I'arker.  the  first  rector  of  thechurch.  July  17,  1891, 
tile  church  held  exercises  in  commemoration  of  the  25th  anniversary  of 
the  dedication  of  the  church  building.  An  interesting  historical  discourse 
vv.is  deli\-ered  by  }]ishop  V.  1).  Huntington. 

ROMAN   CATHOLIC  CHURCH. 

The  lust  communicant  of  the  Roman  C\atholic  church  to  settle  in 
\inherst  was  John  Slater.  Other  Catholics  had  lived  in  the  town  for  a 
^horl  time,  but  he  was  the  first  to  make  Amherst  his  home.  Mr.  Slater 
bf»rn  in  Ireland  in  1803  ;  in  1833,  lie  came  to  Quebec,  and  having 
'•■^ided  there  some  two  years,  in  government  employ,  he  remoxed  to 
^^iiHDnt  and  afterwards,  in  1840,  to  Amherst.  He  was  a  devoted 
••'IhtTfUt  of  the  church,  and  f recjueiUly  journe\ed  as  far  as  Springfield  to 
■»«'i-M(l  upon  its  orchnances.  Tiie  first  mass  held  in  this  town  was  celel)raled 
•t  his  housf  nu)re  than  fort\  years  ago.  and  fretiuently  thereafter  religious 
'«i<ctui-s  wore  UvU\  tliere  before  a  churcii  was  i)uiU.  Mr.  Slater  was 
h;j.h!y  rst(_i-im.(i  ill  e()mmunil\-,  and  w.is  known  as  one  of  the  pioneers 
*  f  t!u-  konian  Catholic  faith  in  the  Connecticut  \'alley.  He  resided  in 
^'••d!(  r^i  iiiuil  his  dcith,  in  1886.     'I'iie  first  priest  to  officiate  at  religious 
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services  in  Amherst  was  Rev.  Father  Blinkensop  of  C'hicopee.  Otiicr 
priests  who  visited  the  town  occasionally  and  held  services,  before  a  churc  h 
was  organized,  were  Fathers  (/Callahan,  Sullivan,  Straine  and  Cavanaugh. 
When  Rev.  P.  \\  Moyce  came  to  Northampton,  a  mission  was  established 
at  Amherst. 

.\s  early  as  1870,  Father  Moyce  conceived  the  idea  of  buildini;-  a 
Roman  Catholic  church  in  Amherst.  He  at  once  began  to  take  sub.-^crip- 
tions  for  this  purpose,  being  assisted  in  the  work  by  Professor  and  Mrs. 
Charles  A.  Goessmann.  In  less  than  one  }'ear  $3,000  had  been  subscril)cd. 
In  August,  1870,  the  contract  for  the  building  was  let  to  McDonald  l^ros.  of 
Waterbury,  Conn.  Work  on  the  structure  was  begun  at  once,  and  it  was 
completed  in  March,  1S71.  It  stands  on  Pleasant  street,  is  a  Gothic 
structure,  built  of  wood,  48  x  8  i  feet  on  the  ground  floor,  with  a  gallery  at 
the  west  end  for  a  choir-loft.  It  will  seat  about  480  persons,  and  its  cost 
was  some  $13,000.  It  was  dedicated,  June  23,  1871,  Right  Rev.  bishop 
O'Rielly  of  Springfield  ofhciating,  and  Vvas  given  the  name  St.  }]ridget"s 
church.  The  sermon  was  preached  by  Rev.  F'^ather  Hendricken  of 
Waterbury,  Conn.  Previous  to  the  erection  of  this  building,  church 
services  had  been  held  for  a  time  in  the  schoobhouse  on  Pleasant  street, 
and  later  in  I'almer's  hall. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  tlie  only  records  of  the  church  availalde  are 
baptismal  records.  The  church  has  been  a  power  for  good  in  the  comnui- 
nity  ;  doid^tless  there  are  niany  interesting  events  in  its  history  that  should 
here  be  recortled,  but  the  few  facts  jDresented  were  obtained  with  ditbcult} . 
The  older  mendDers  of  the  churcii  have  died  or  removed  from  town,  and 
while  those  remaining  have  offered  all  assistance  in  their  pow  er  the  records 
here  given  are  of  necessity  brief  and  incomplete.  The  hrst  settled  pastor 
of  the  church  was  Rev.  I'rancis  Brennan,  who  came  to  Amherst  from 
Flolyoke  in  Febi  iiary.  1872,  remaining  until  July,  1878.  l''or  several  year^ 
thereafter  the  church  was  conducted  as  a  mission  of  the  church  in  Xorth- 
ampton.  with  Rev.  M.  \\.  P»arry  in  charge.  In  1887.  Rev.  ].  P.  Drennan 
became  the  pastor  in  charge,  renraining  until  Septend_)er,  1891.  Rev.  J. 
Fl.  Gavin  took  charge  of  thejxirish  in  1891.  The  Sunday-school  coujiected 
with  the  church  was  organized  in  1872.  In  1870,  the  cemetery  at  Plain- 
ville,  Hadley,  called  St.  Pridget's  cemetery,  was  consecrated  b\- Archbisho|) 
Williams. 

« 

SKCONF)   ADVKNi-  (.•Hl'RCIl. 

For  more  tlian  seventeen  )ears  a  church  holding  to  the  faith  of  the 
Second  .Advent  has  been  in  e.xistc-nce  at  South  .Viidit-rst.  .Mthough  small 
in  nund)ers.  and  destitute  of  .1  building  in  w  hic  h  to  hold  religious  services, 
its  mend)ers  ha\e  iield  meetings  with  great  regularitv  and  a  good  degree 
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(>f  interest  has  been  maintained.  Several  members  of  the  church  were 
former  members  of  the  Con2;reg:ational  society  at  South  Amherst,  and 
•wlien  the  new  organization  was  projected  it  met  with  little  favor  at  the 
hands  of  tliose  who  adhered  to  the  orthodox  faith.  The  hard  feeling^s  that 
were  first  excited  by  the  action  of  its  founders  have  worn  awaw  and  their 
neiii'hbors  have  learned  to  respect  their  motix  es  however  little  they  niay 
svmpathize  in  their  faith.  Following  the  custom  of  their  sect,  they  observe 
the  seventh  day  of  the  week  as  their  Sabbath.  'I'heir  meetings  are  held 
in  the  homes  of  the  church  members.  Feb.  2(S,  uSyS,  a  meeting  was  held 
at  the  call  of  Flder  1).  A.  Robinson,  for  the  purpose  of  forming  a  church 
organization.  At  this  meeting  a  church  was  formed  with  eleven  members,, 
six  men  and  five  women.  J.  l'"..  Sanderson  was  chosen  treasurer.  Ci.  FT.. 
-Murphy  clerk  and  F.  G.  Inciter  leader.  July  13  of  the  same  year,  K.  G. 
Holter  was  chosen  superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school.  Sept.  29,  the 
ordinance  of  baptism  was  administered  to  six  persons.  At  a  meeting  held 
Jan.  5.  J  879.  nearly  every  one  present  agreed  to  give  up  one-tenth  of  tlieir 
earnings  for  the  year  to  the  cause  of  the  church.  April  8,  1893.  jv  G. 
Bolter  resigned  as  leader  of  the  church  and  Oct.  13.  1894.  F.  .\.  Dickinson 
was  chosen  elder.  'I'hc  meetings  of  the  church  are  frecpieiitly  atteiuled  by 
persons  of  the  same  faith  living  in  neighboring  coiumunities. 

UNIVERSAMSr  CHURCH. 

'i'he  latest  church  organization  to  be  formed  in  Amherst  was  that  of 
tile  Universalist  faith.  From  time  to  time  many  persons  holding  to  the 
Fniversalist  doctrine  and  belief  have  resided  in  Amherst,  but  no  attempt 
was  made  by  them  to  form  an  organization  or  hold  religious  services  until 
18S7.  ^i""  tl*^  f'^Tl  f>f  tliat  year,  nineteen  persons  signed  articles  of  agree- 
ment to  associate  themseh  es  together  to  constitute  a  corporation  in  accord- 
ance with  the  provisions  of  the  public  statutes.  The  name  of  tiie  corpor- 
ation was  to  be  "'J'he  I'irst  L' niversalist  Parish  of  Amherst."  Its  purpose 
was,  to  establish  and  sustain  public  worshij),  to  cultivate  the  spirit  of  the 
Gliristian  religion  and  perform  the  work  usually  done  by  religious  parishes, 
and  t(j  do  these  things  according  to  the  principles  and  1  ules  of  the  Fni\er- 
Nalist  Convention  of  Massachusetts.  'I'he  fnst  meeting  of  the  signers  of 
tins  agreement,  duly  v.arned.  was  held  in  Grand  Army  hall,  Nov.  15,  1887. 
■\  code  of  by-laws  was  read  and*  adopted.  Officers  were  elected  as 
fellows:  I'resident,  '1'.  W.  Sloan;  cleik,  Ileniy  F.  Xewton;  treasurer, 
J.ewis  W.  Allen;  conmiittee,  CF  M.  ( 'hamberiain,  J.  F.  (lilbert,  I'"..  (F 
'fliayer,  .\Fs.  Amelia  M.  Pierce,  Mrs.  .\Firth;i  F.  Cusinnan.  I'he  clerk 
^^.»s  instructed  to  nr)tify  the  ^F\ss:u  husetts  Fni\ersalist  Gonvention  of  the 
<>rganiz;ition  of  the  parish,  aiul  to  recjuest  the  fellowshij-)  of  tiie  con- 
Neiitioii.     .\  ch.uler  was  granted  to  the  parish,   Nov.    17.   1887.     Oct.  25^ 
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1888,  committees  were  appointed  on  church  extension,  on  hospitaht}-  and 
■on  music. 

The  religious  services  of  the  parish  were  hrst  held  in  the  hall  in 
Palmer's  block,  preachers  being  supplied  by  the  state  convention.  When 
Palmer's  block  was  burned,  in  the  spring  of  1888,  meetings  were  held  for 
-a  time  in  the  hall  in  Hunt's  block,  andlater  in  Pacihc  hall.  In  July,  18S8,  a 
call  to  become  the  settled  minister  of  the  parish  was  extended  to  Rev.  J. 
Harry  Holden;  he  accepted  and  began  his  labors,  Sept.  9.  M\.  Holden 
was  very  successful  in  his  ministry,  the  parish  gaining  in  numbers  and  in 
strength  during  his  stay  in  Amherst,  while  many  important  lines  of  relig- 
ious work  were  marked  out  and  developed  by  him.  He  continued  in  office 
until  June  12,  1895,  when  his  resignation  was  regretfully  accepted.  Jan. 
.3,  1889,  the  parish  committee  was  instructed  to  secure  a  lot  of  land  as  a 
site  for  a  church  building  ;  the  committee  purchased  a  lot  from  George^!. 
Chamberlain,  the  same  year.  Nov.  20.  1890,  a  committee  was  appointed 
on  church  building.  Jan.  15,  1891,  the  parish  voted  to  build  a  church. 
The  parish  comn.iittee  was  instructed  to  negotiate  for  the  purchase  of  a  lot 
north  of  the  property  owned  by  Daniel  Long  and  to  dispose  of  the  land 
already  purchased.  A  committee  was  appointed  to  solicit  funds  for 
building  a  church.  The  building  connnittee  reported,  March  22,  1892, 
that  $1,500  had  been  pledged  for  the  church,  and  that  the  state  convention 
would  probably  give  as  much  more.  July  19,  it  was  voted  to  build  a 
church  in  accordance  with  the  terms  of  the  vote  of  the  executive  committee 
of  the  state  convention.  'J'he  building  was  erected  in  1893.  and  was 
■dedicated  Oct.  12.  The  church  was  not  organized  until  April  22,  1894. 
The  officers  chosen  were  :  Clerk  and  treasurer,  Malcolm  A.  Carpenter  ; 
■deacon.  Timothy  W.  Sloan  ;  deaconess,  Martha  F.  Cushman. 

CHURCH  ASSOCIATIONS. 

Of  the  many  associations  working  within  and  together  with  the  church 
organizations,  for  religious,  benevolent  and  charitable  purposes,  the  scope 
of  this  work  will  permit  but  jxissing  mention.  'Jlieir  number  is  legion  and 
ihey  have  exerted  great  power  for  good,  but  many  ha\e  passed  from  exist- 
ence and  of  those  remaining  l)ut  few  have  manuscript  records  that  furnish 
authentic  iriformation.  The  Sunday-schools,  the  ladies'  societies,  the  home 
and  foreign  mission  (organizations,  the  societies  of  yoiuig  j^eople.  all  have 
done  faithful  and  etticient  work  and  are  de>erving  of  all  praise.  If  all  are 
not  here  mentioned,  it  is  not  because  they  are  undeserving  of  the  honor, 
but  si)ace  forbids. 

'I'he  first  Sundav- school  of  wiiich  tiiere  is  ajiy  existing  record  was 
established  in  I'.ngland  near  the  close  of  the  eighteenth  century.  Sunday  - 
schools  in  Xc'U  luigland  were  unknown  prior  to   1813.     In    1820,  during 
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the  pastorate  of  Rev.  Daniel  A.  Clark,  a  plan  and  constitution  for  a 
.Sunday-school  for  the  First  church  in  Amherst  was  prepared  and  presented 
bv  Xoah  Webster,  Esq.  It  \vas  adopted  at  a  meeting  held  April  12,  and  a 
board  of  managers  was  appointed:  April  18,  the  managers  elected  Noah 
Webster,  H.  Wright  Strong  and  Samuel  F.  Dickinson  directors;  Joseph 
Kstabrook,  superintendent;  John  Leland,  Jr..  treasurer  ;  Lucius  IJoltwood, 
secretary.  For  several  years  the  school  was  indebted  to  Andierst  College 
for  superintendents  and  teacliers.  The  first  report  of  the  school  in  exist- 
ence bears  date  of  1S26.  The  school  was  kept  only  in  the  summer  season, 
some  22  weeks.  'I'he  number  of  pupils  in  the  school  was  150,  divided 
into  i()  classes,  the  average  atteiidance  130  :  the  library  contained  165 
volumes.  As  kite  as  1S50,  scholars  were  incited  to  commit  large  numbers 
of  verses  from  the  Bible  to  memory;  it  is  related  that  one  scholar  com- 
mitted to  memory  in  twelve  weeks  450  verses.  In  1S20.  the  managers 
voted  that  "the  value  of  premium  books  be  fixed  at  the  retail  price,  and 
the  same  be  delivered  to  scholars  in  exchange  for  tickets,  tickets  to  be 
valued  at  one  cent  each."  Among  the  earlier  superintendents  of  the 
school  were  Rev.  Pindar  Field,  Prof.  Samuel  A.  Worcester,  Rev.  Joseph 
S.  C'lark,  Rev.  Justin  Perkins,  Rev.  Simeon  Colton  and  Prof.  W.  S.  Tyler.. 
Wiien  the  meeting-house  now  known  as  (College  liall  was  erected  in  1829^ 
a  vestry  was  built  in  the  west  end  of  the  basement ;  this  was  occupied  by 
the  school  about  ten  years,  when,  on  account  of  dampness  and  Ixid  venti- 
kition  the  sciiool  was  removed  to  the  audience  room  above,  although  the 
parish  voted  against  such  action.  A  kidies'  society  was  organized  in  the 
church  in  1863,  during  the  civil  war,  to  aid  the  soldiers  engaged  in  tlie 
conflict.  In  1867,  the  ladies  of  the  parish  organized  themseh'es  into  a 
Society  for  tire  Furtherance  of  Pjenevolent  Purposes,"  and  adopted  a 
constitution.  Since  then,  S8.500  has  been  raised  by  the  society  for  church 
and  ]:)aris]i  purposes,  and  an  average  of  over  S^ioo  per  annum  for  home 
missionary  work.  Considerable  work  has  also  been  done  for  the  needy  in 
llie  town.  The  Christian  Fndeavor  society  connected  with  the  parish  was 
ofi^anized  Dec.  17,  1887;  its  first  president  was  James  Fairley  ;  its  present 
niembersliij)  is  135. 

'l  iiere  is  no  existing  record  of  the  date  of  organization  of  the  Sunday- 
N<  hool  connected  witli  the  Second  Congregational  church.  The  oldest  resi- 
dents li\i!ig  in  the  vicinity  of  tho  church  state  that  the  school  was 
^.•^t.\bli^hed  b«jf(jre  their  earliest  recollection.  It  is  probable  that  its 
<M-Ntt  lue  dates  Ijack  more  than  seventy  years.  Among  tlie  earliest  super- 
'uu  iKk-nls  WL-re  Fliab  Thomas,  Asahel  Thayer,  Xelson  Rust,  Moses  Cowles 
•'•'■d  Horace  Cray.  .\  ladies'  society  was  organized  in  tlie  i)arish,June  17, 
'  tmdi  r  tile  name  of  " 'I'iie  Ladies'  benevolent  Society  of  the  Sec()nd 
<  ••M;;r.-^.ni()n.\|  Church,  .\mherst."     It  exj^tessed  purpose  was  to  form  a 


T  ^-f  J       '  y.     op.  r '  's^':? H'l" . : 


254 


HISTORY  OK  THE   TOWN   OF   AMHERST,  .MASS. 


more  perfect  union,  establish  social  intercourse,  mutual  good  will,  and 
hearty  cheer,  also  to  derive  means  for  procuring  funds  for  benevolent 
purposes."  It  had  a  membership  of  20  and  its  first  president  was  Mrs. 
H.  H.  Adams.  A  Christian  Endeavor  society  was  organized  Nov.  8, 
1886.     It  first  president  was  A.  L.  Brush  ;  its  present  membership  is  56. 

Of  the  earlier  history  of  the  Sunday-school  connected  with  the  South 
-Congregational  church,  no  records  are  in  existence.  B.  E.  Smith,  a  resi- 
dent of  the  parish  when  it  was  first  formed,  writes  from  East  Granby, 
Conn.,  as  follows  :  "  1  can  fix  no  definite  date  of  the  organization  of  the 
Sunday-chool  at  South  Amherst.  I  remember  very  distinctly  attending 
meeting  while  the  meeting  house  was  building,  in  Mr.  Warner's  carpenter's 
shop,  which  stood  nearly  opposite  I)ea.  Reed's  house,  and  am  confident 
that  no  Sunday-school  was  held  there.  My  memory  of  Sunday-school 
commences  in  the  meeting-house.  I  think  very  soon  after  it  was  first 
occupied.  i\Iy  father  led  ine  up  the  north  aisle  to  the  superintendent, 
who  I  think  was  Dea.  N^.  ('.  Dickinson.''  A  ladies'  societv  was  organized 
in  the  parish,  May  20,  1868.  under  name  of  I'he  Ladies'  Benevolent 
Society."  Its  object  was  to  raise  funds  for  lienevolent  purposes  and  pro- 
mote Christian  sympathy  in  the  community.  It  had  a  membership  of  about 
50,  while  20  men  were  associated  with  it  as  honorarv  memloers.  Its  first 
officers  were  :  President,  Mrs.  K.  C.  Miller  ;  vice-president,  Mrs.  E.  Graves  ; 
secretary,  Mrs.  J.  W.  Dana;  treasurer,  Mrs.  E.  PI.  Allen.  A  Christian 
Endeavor  society  was  organized,  Nov.  20,  1885,  with  Rev.  C.  S.  Walker 
president.     The  original  membership  was  20,  present  membership  53. 

The  Sunday-scliool  of  the  Xortii  Congregational  church  was  organized 
in  the  spring  of  1827.  The  first  superintendent  was  Daniel  Dickinson. 
Until  sto\-es  were  put  in  the  church  the  school  was  suspended  in  the  fall, 
from  Thanksgiving  until  M.iy  1  st.  'J'he  North  .Amherst  Eemale  Sewing 
Society  ''  was  organized  June  5,  1837.  Mrs.  William  W.  Hunt,  the  pastor's 
wife,  was  the  first  ])resident.  It  had  an  original  membership  of  36.  Jn 
1854,  a  branch  of  the  society  was  organized  at  the  "  Cit\-,"  with  AFis. 
J)ea.  Loc)nfis  as  president.  At  the  society's  fiftieth  anni\ersar\-  it  was 
announced  that  it  had  raised  for  benevolent  purj:)Oses  ^4,2  28.C>o,  of  which 
^^3l4. 18  had  been  given  to  soldiers'  hospitals  during  the  ci\il  war.  '!'he 
society  is  known  at  present  as  the  "  Ladies'  Social  Circle."  A  Chri.slian 
Endeaxor  sfK  iety  was  organized  Jan.  14.  1883,  with  the  pastor  of  the 
church,  Rev.  G.  IL  J(;hnson.  as  president.  At  its  organization  it  had  14 
active  and  \  .\  associate  meml)ers.     Present  membership 

Of  the  organization  and  early  history  of  the  Sundav-school  connec  ted 
with  tile  baptist  church  there  are  no  recoids  in  existence.  It  is  piohable 
that  the  school  w<is  organized  abouttheyear  1832.  The  ".Xndieist  Baptist 
Ladies'  benevolent  Society  "  was  organized  Maich  4,  1852.     Its  expressed 


R  E  L  K;  I(  1 U  S   ASSOC  I A  T I  ( )  N  S. 


object  was  To  do  good,  and  to  comnumicate,  forget  not,  for  with  such 
sacrifices  God  is  well  pleased.  Believing  we  can  best  obey  this  injunction 
by  efficient  and  systematic  action,  in  behalf  of  the  benevolent  and  charitable 
objects  of  the  day,  we  form  ourselves  into  a  society  for  the  promotion  of 
these  objects.''  The  directresses  of  the  society  were  Mrs.  E.  Cummings, 
Mrs.  C.  A.  McMaster,  Mrs.  A.  W'ellman.  The  Christian  Endeavor  society 
connected  with  the  parish  was  organized  March  1,  189 1  ;  its  first  president 
was  P'rank  B.  Bigelow,  its  original  membership  28.    Present  membership  35 . 

At  the  hrst  conference  meeting  of  the  M.  E.  church  at  Amherst 
center,  O.  S.  Latham  and  Emma  King  were  appointed  a  Sunday-school 
committee.  Eeb.  20,  1876,  six  months  after  the  church  was  organized,  the 
pastor  reported  that  the  Sunday-school  had  50  members.  O.  S.  Latham 
was  the  first  superintendent.  Erom  time  to  time  various  organizations 
have  been  formed  by  the  young  people  connected  with  the  parish,  includ- 
ing an  Oxford  League,  a  Christian  Endeavor  association  and  a  Y.  M.  C.  A. 
In  the  fall  of  1889,  an  Epworth  League  was  organized  with  Walter  Fember 
as  president.  This  league  belongs  to  what  is  known  as  Group  5  in  the 
Springfield  district.  A  Sunda3--school  was  organized  in  connection  with 
the  Methodist  church  at  North  Amherst  prior  to  1S49.  in  that  year  it 
had  six  teachers,  30  scholars,  one  ]jible  class  and  a  library  of  120  volumes. 
'J'he  total  expenses  of  the  school  for  the  year  were  $11,  of  which  $5  was 
donated  to  the  AL  E.  Sunday-school  association. 

The  Sunday-school  of  Giace  church  parish  was  organized  at  about 
the  same  time  as  the  church  ;  the  first  superintendent  was  Rev.  S.  P. 
Parker,  the  rector.  The  "Ladies  Sewing  Society  was  organized  in  1865. 
Its  original  object  v/as  to  provide  for  the  poor  of  the  parish,  but  this  was 
afterwards  changed  to  raising  funds'  for  parish  purposes.  Mrs.  S.  P. 
I'arker,  wife  of  the  rector,  was  the  first  president.  The  society  purchased 
the  building  used  as  a  parsr>nage  and  deeded  it  to  the  parish  on  certain 
conditions.  A  society  of  Daughters  of  the  King  was  organized  in  1891, 
with  a  membershi]:)  of  about  18.  Miss  Elora  E.  Lessey  being  its  first 
president.     Its  object  is  parish  work. 

Hie  Sunday-school  connected  with  the  i;  niversalist  ciun  ch  was 
organized  Sept.  16,  1888.  Rev.  j.  Marry  liolden  was  elected  temjiorary 
superintendent  :  at  the  end  of  three  months.  \\\  M.  Shepardson  was  chosen 
superintendent.  The  school  when  organized  had  about  30  members. 
I  he  Cni\('rsalisl  Ladies"  Social  and  Sewing  Circle  of  Amherst"'  was 
oriinnized  May  10,  1887,  the  first  president  being  Mrs.  George  M.  ("Iiam- 
beilain;  its  oi)jcc  t  was  parish  work.  At  the  annual  meeting  in  May,  18(^5, 
the  name  of  the  oiganizalion  was  changed  to  the  "  Ladies'  Aid  Society  of 
tiie  Cniversalist   Clnirch   of    .\iniierst."     .\    Young   People's  Christian 
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Union  was  organized  April  iS,  1894,  with  14  members;  its  lirst  president 
was  Elma  S.  Newton. 

A  Christian  Endeavor  society  was  organized  at  jNfill  Valley  in  1889. 
as  the  outgrowth  of  a  series  of  neighborhood  prayer-meetings.  Its  first 
president  was  ]\Iiss  Grace  Phillips.    I'he  society  disbanded  April  i,  1895. 

HAMPSHIRE    EAST    ASSOC! A  l  ION. 

'I'he  religious  history  of  Amherst  would  be  incomplete  without  referenct- 
to  two  institutions  which,  while  not  distinctively  of  Amherst  origin,  have 
exerted  a  powerful  inHuence  upon  the  religious  life  of  the  place,  and,  from 
their  frequent  meetings  in  this  town,  and  the  large  number  of  Amherst 
citizens  connected  with  them,  have  come  in  time  to  be  regarded  as  local 
organizations.  The  Hampshire  East  Association  of  Congregational  ministers 
is  of  ancient  and  honorable  origin.  The  body  from  which  it  was  derived 
was  known  originally  as  the  Northern  Association  of  Hampshire  in  the 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts."  David  Parsons  of  Hadley  Third 
Precinct  was  admitted  to.  its  membership  in  1745.  Later  on  it  was  known 
as  the  "Central  Association  in  the  Countyof  Hampshire."  'J'o  its  fellow- 
ship were  admitted  the  following  pastors  of  churches  in  Amherst  :  Re\'. 
Ichabod  Draper,  in  1786;  Natiian  Perkins.  Jr.,  i8ro;  Daniel  .-V.  Clark, 
1820;  Zephaniah  S.  Moore,  1823;  Royal  Washburn,  1826;  Horace  P. 
Chapin,  1826  ;  W.  \V.  Hunt,  1827  ;  Heman  Humphrew  1826  ;  I'homas 
Shepherd,  1834;  Josiah  IJent,  1838;  Gideon  Dana,  1838;  George  (\)oke, 
1838;  Aaron  \L  Colton,  1841. 

The  Hampshire  East  .-Vssociation  was  organized  No\'.  16,  1841,  by  a 
division  of  the  Hampshire  Association.  The  Andierst  members  at  the 
time  were  Nathan  Perkins,  Heman  Humphrey,  William  Tyler,  John  San- 
ford,  John  W'hiton,  George  Cooke,  Aaron  ^^f.  Colton  and  Dana  Goodsell. 
Of  those  who  signed  the  constitution  of  the  new  organization  but  one. 
Rev.  Warren  H.  beaman,  at  that  time  a  resident  of  North  Hadley  but 
later  of  .Amherst,  is  now  living.  The  constitution  declared  as  the  basis  of 
assocation  "the  system  of  doctrines  contained  in  the  '.Assembly's  Shoiter 
Catechism,'  "  Its  business  was  "  to  examine  and  license  suitable  candi- 
dates for  the  (jospel  ministry,  to  inquire  after  religious  intelligence,  to 
give  advice,  when  requested,  respecting  Gospel  ()rder,  to  consider  Cases 
of  Conscience,  discuss  questions  and  criticise  sermons,  exegeses.  Skeletons 
and  Dissertations,  presented  for  that  purpose."  'I'he  tirst  meeting  was 
held  Nov.  16,  1841,  at  the  house  of  Rev.  A.  AE  Colton,  17  {)ersons  l)cing 
present.  R('\'.  .Nathan  Perkins  ser\'ed  as  moderator  and  Rev.  (jeorge  Cooke 
as  scribe.  I  lie  \  (He  of  the  Hampshire  .Xssociation,  passed  in  answer  to  a 
petition,  was  read  ;  it  gave  the  petitioners  dismission  froui  the  old  asso- 
ciation with  lca\-e  to  organize  a  new  one.     It  w.is  voted  to  adopt  the  name 
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of  the  Hampshire  East  Association.  At  a  meeting  held  Feb.  8,  1842,  a 
committee  from  the  Hampshire  Association  was  present  and  urged  a 
reconsideration  of  the.action  in  forming  the  new  body,  but  the  request  was 
refused.    A  constitution  and  by-laws  were  adopted  Feb.  9,  1842. 

In  addition  to  discussion  of  questions  relating  distinctively  to  theology 
and  religion,  the  association  considered  leading  questions  of  the  times. 
Slavery,  intemperance,  the  Mexican  war,  these  were  among  the  topics 
discussed  in  the  earlier  years.  Careful  attention  was  devoted  to  the 
position  of  the  human  body  while  its  owner  was  engaged  in  prayer,  and  to 
the  question  as  to  whether  Saturday  or  Sunday  evening  should  be  observed 
as  holy  time."  In  1847,  the  association  passed  resolutions  of  approval 
of  the  American  Peace  society.  In  1851,  it  endorsed  the  Maine  liquor 
lav,'.  Feb.  10,  1858,  it  voted  to  pay  $250  toward  the  support  of  the 
ministry  in  Prescott,  the  sum  to  be  assessed  upon  the  churches.  In  1859^ 
the  question  was  discussed,  "Are  there  any  good  and  efticient  reasons 
why  the  annual  Fast  should  be  abolished?"  it  being  decided  in  the  negative,  by 
unanimous  vote.  The  same  year,  it  was  voted,  "  That  in  the  opinion  of 
this  Association  the  raising  of  tobacco  is  an  immorality."  May  11,  1859^ 
ii  was  voted  to  raise  $300  for  the  support  of  the  Gospel  in  Pelham  the 
ensuing  year.  It  was  voted,  in  February,  i860,  to  adopt  the  report  of  a 
committee  in  favor  of  establishing  a  conference  of  churches  in  the  district ; 
a  constitution  to  govern  such  a  conference  was  adopted  May  6.  In  1861, 
the  association  became  engaged  in  a  controversy  with  the  Eastern  Hampden 
Association,  as  to  the  "regularity"  of  the  organization  of  the  Congrega- 
tional church  at  South  Hadley  Falls,  but  the  question  was  finally  settled  in 
an  amicable  way.  June  6,  1865,  the  wives  of  the  brethren  present  were 
invited  to  participate  in  the  exercises. 

In  i873,it  was  voted  to  hold  all  meetings  of  the  association  in  Amherst, 
i  lie  practice  had  been,  from  the  beginning,  to  hold  the  meetings  in 
>ULcession  at  the  homes  of  the  members  of  the  body.  In  1S76,  an  invi- 
l.ilion  was  extended  and  accepted  to  hold  the  meetings  in  the  parlors  of 
t!ic  l  irst  Congregational  church.  In  1874,  resolutions  were  passed  in 
fiv(jr  of  committing  the  churches  to  active  temperance  work.  At  a  meet- 
ing licld  June  1,  1880,  it  was  voted  to  devote  fifteen  minutes  to  "prayer 
t"i  tl)e  country,  with  special  reference  to  the  political  conventions  of  the 
«!>"nih  for  noniinatingcandidatesfor  the  presidency."  In  September,  1881, 
'^•^■"uition^  wt-re  i)assed  in  respect  to  the  meniory  of  James  A.  (larfield, 
^ii.e  in.iriyr  president.  At  the  same  meeting,  it  was  voted  to  approve  the 
{■••»M  <.t  securing  an  evangelist  to  labor  within  the  boundaries  of  the 
^■':*t«  uiKr,  and  to  reconunend  to  the  conference  to  take  steps  at  tlieir 
M  inccling  lo  institute  such  an  enterprise.  Dec.  2,  1884,  on  invitation 
»7 
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of  President  Seelye,  the  place  for  holding;  the  regular  quarterly  meetings 
was  changed  to  Walker  hall,  where  they  have  since  been  held. 

Sept.  20,  1S87,  a. committee  was  appointed  to  memorialize  the  national 
government,  on  behalf  of  the  association,  with  reference  to  Indian  schools. 
At  a  meeting  held  Feb.  5,  1889,  the  following  resolution  was  adopted,  a 
copy  being  forwarded  to  President-elect  Plarrison  :  Resolved,  that  in  our 
opinion,  out  of  respect  for  the  character  of  General  Harrison,  president- 
elect, and  for  the  highest  general  good,  on  so  public  an  occasion  as  the 
approaching  inauguration  ceremonies,  intoxicating  liquoi'S  should  be 
dispensed  with  :  and  that  in  place  of  the  usual  ball,  a  reception,  acceptable 
to  all  classes  of  citizens,  should  be  substituted."  Dec.  5,  1S93,  it  was 
voted  that  the  churches  connected  whh  the  conference  ought  not  to  emplov 
unordained  and  unlicensed  men  to  do  the  full  work  of  the  ministry.  The 
association  voted  to  approve  of  their  doing  such  evangelistic  work  as 
might  open  before  them,  but  expressed  its  special  disapprobation  of  such 
a  departure  from  the  established  usage  of  Congregational  churches,  as  the 
administration  of  the  sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper  and  baptism  bv  anv 
but  ordained  ministers.  This  resolution  was  directed  toward  practices  that 
had  obtained  in  the  churches  at  Packardville  and  Pelham,  where  services 
were  conducted  by  college  students. 

The  "Conference  of  Churches  in  Hampshire  East  Association''  was 
organized  at  a  meeting  held  in  Granby,  Nov.  13,  i860.  Its  expressed 
object  was,  "  the  promotion  of  Christian  Fellowship  and  the  spiritual 
welfare  of  the  churches."  Ecclesiastial  jurisdiction  was  expressly 
disclaimed.  The  churches  represented  at  the  meeting  were  Amherst  First, 
Amherst  Second,  Amherst  College,  Amherst  Xorth.  Pelchertown,  Enheld. 
Granby,  Greenwich,  Hadley  First,  Hadley  Second,  Hadley  Russell,  Hatheld. 
Leverett,  Prescott,  South  Hadley  First.  A  temporary  organization  was 
effected.  Rev.  Warren  H.  Beaman  being  chosen  moderator  and  Rev. 
Franklin  Tuxbury  scribe.  A  constitution,  prepared  and  submitted  by  a 
committee  of  the  Hampshire  East  .Association,  was  discussed,  amended 
and  adopted.  Semi-annual  meetings  were  to  be  held  in  the  towns  repre- 
sented by  the  churches  in  the  conference.  Soon  after  organization, 
the  conference  turned  its  attention  to  tiie  collection  of  church  statistics. 
At  a  meeting  held  April  24,  1S66,  it  was  voted  that  the  committee  on 
statistics  be  instructed  to  have  blank. tables  for  statistics  printed  and  sent 
to  all  the  pastors  before  the  next  session  of  the  conference,  so  that  thev 
could  be  tilled  out  and  entered  at  that  time,  and  that  the  committee  combine 
these  tables  in  one  and  have  enough  copies  printed  to  i)ut  one  in  each 
family  of  the  churches  connected  witii  the  conference.  Since  this  vote  was 
adopted,  the  conference  has  adhered  to  the  plan  of  printing  and  issuing 
annually  the  church  statistics  in  tabulated  form. 


: 

h'-'  .--M'.i, •■;l■■:■■■ 


HAMPSHIRE    EAST  CONFERENCE. 


In  October,  1S67,  a  Sunday-school  convention  was  organized  in  connec- 
tion with  the  conference,  and  continued  thereafter.  In  1S74,  it  was  voted 
that  the  conference  recommend  to  the  churches  composing  it  that  a  collec- 
tion be  taken  up  by  each  of  tliem  during  the  year  in  aid  of  the  sustenative 
fund  for  aged  and  infirm  ministers  and  their  families.  Oct.  26,  1S75,  a 
memorial  was  adopted  addressed  to  the  managers  of  the  Centennial  Expo- 
sition, against  the  opening  of  the  exposition  buildings  on  Sunday.  Oct. 
16,  1S77,  it  was  "Resolved,  that  we  endorse  the  recommendation  of  the 
General  Association  at  its  meeting  in  1876,  that  the  churches  eniploy  at  the 
sacrament  of  the  supper  the  unfermented  fruit  of  the  vine.'*  In  October, 
18S0,  the  church  in  Whately  was  dropped  from  the  roll  of  the  conference. 
In  1882,  the  conference  heard  the  report  of  Rev.  Jason  Flatch,  an  evan- 
gelist employed  by  the  body  to  do  mission  work  in  outlying  districts.  In 
1884,  the  committee  on  local  evangelization  were  authorized  to  carry  on 
their  work  in  the  hill  towns  at  the  east  in  such  a  way  as  seemed  to  them 
advisable,  and  to  assess  the  necessary  expense  connected  therewith  upon 
the  churches.  The  same  year,  a  memorial  was  adopted,  addressed  to  the 
Massachusetts  Legislature,  requesting  that  body  to  pass  a  law  making  it 
the  duty  of  teachers  in  the  public  schools  to  give  instruction  respecting  the 
evils  of  using  intoxicants,  and  to  make  provision  for  text-books  to  be  used 
in  such  study.  In  18S5,  it  was  voted  to  send  a  special  invitation  to  the 
Sunday-school  meeting  at  Zion  chapel  to  be  represented  at  future  meetings 
of  Sunday-school  conventions.    A  new  constitution,  was  adopted  in  1886. 


CHAPTER  XXXIV. 


Kducatiox  in  Amherst." — School  Buildings. — School  Dlstrict  Rec- 
ords.— Grading  ihe  Puhlic  Schools. — The  Hk;h  Schoi)l. — 
Superintendents  and  Teachers. —School  ArrRoruiA tions. 
— IT.RMs  AND  Vacations. — Private  Schools. — Mr.  Pleasant 
Classical  I  n  s  r  i  r  r  e  . — "  A  m  h  e  r  s  r  F  k  n  i  a  l  e  A  c  a  d  e  m  \' . " — O  t  h  e  r 

IXMirUTIGNS. 

Aiuh<.-r.st  is  known  throughout  the  nation  as  an  educational  center.  This 
(iislnu  ti'>n  is  due  primarily  to  the  work  of  its  collegiate  institutions,  but 
th.it  work  ii;\s  been  ably  supplemented  by  the  instruction  given  in  its  public 
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and  private  schools.  The  schools  established  in  Hadley  Third  Precinct 
soon  after  its  first  settlement  were,  probably,  no  better  and  no  worse  than 
those  sustained  by  neighboring  connnunities.  It  was  not  until  Amherst 
Academy  was  founded,  in  1812,  that  residents  of  Amherst  turned  their 
particular  attention  to  educational  development.  It  was  nearly  a  half 
century  later  ere  the  public  schools  were  graded,  and  the  foundations  laid 
for  that  system  of  free  public  education,  in  which  the  town  has  come  to 
take  such  just  pride.  Of  privately  conducted  educational  institutions, 
Amherst  has  been  the  home  of  many  during  the  century  that  is  now  draw- 
ing to  a  close.  Some  of  these  have  passed  away,  leaving  no  records  save  in 
the  deeds  of  those  whose  characters  they  helped  to  form  ;  others  yet 
enjoy  a  prosperous  existence.  For  obvious  reasons,  it  is  impossible  to 
present  here  any  complete  or  extended  list  of  the  "family  schools," 
"  boarding-schools,''  seminaries  and  other  institutions  for  educational 
purposes  that  have  Nourished  in  Amherst  from  time  to  time.  Careful 
investigation  lias  secured  the  names,  and  fragments  of  information  con- 
cerning some  few  of  these  private  schools,  and  these  are  here  presented. 
Of  the  public  schools  the  records  are  more  complete. 

Of  educational  work  as  conducted  in  Amherst  in  the  earlier  years,  a 
brief  review  has  been  given  in  a  preceding  chapter.  The  population  being 
scattered  over  a  wide  extent  of  territory,  there  was  a  natural  division  into 
school  districts,  but  no  definite  boundaries  were  assigned  to  these  until 
1792.  In  1764,  when  the  first  school-houses  were  erected,  there  were  but 
four  districts,  a  "north,'' a  "south."'  an  "east  middle  ''  and  "  v.  est  middle." 
For  many  years  these  districts  afforded  adequate  educational  facilities  for 
the  inhabitants  of  the  various  sections  of  the  town.  In  1771,  a  new 
school  was  established  at  the  West  street  in  North  Amherst.  In  17S4, 
the  number  of  districts  was  increased  to  six.  In  1S3S,  there  were  eight 
districts  in  the  town.  In  1864,  the  town  voted  to  abolish  the  school 
districts.  Subsequent  to  the  grading  of  the  schools,  in  1S61,  and  largely 
due  to  that  cause,  the  number  of  schools  was  greatly  increased,  and  for 
many  years  the  town  supported  not  less  than  nineteen. 

The  early  school-houses,  like  all  buildings,  public  and  private,  of  the 
times,  were  erected  at  tlie  least  exi)ense  possible.  Such  a  thing  as  an 
attempt  at  ornamentation  was  unthought  of.  The  buildings  aftorded 
protection  from  the  heat  of  the  summer's  sun,  and  in  winter,  aided  by 
wood-fires  of  generous  jiroportion.  from  the  season's  cold.  'J'hcy  liad  doors 
and  witidows,  but  no  blinds  or  curtains  to  keep  the  sun  from  shining  in  the 
scholars'  faces.  A  row  of  desks  extended  around  tiiree  sides  of  tiie  school- 
room, with  other  rows  built  across  the  center.  In  front  of  these  desks 
were  corresponding   rows  of  wooden  benciies,  generally  without  backs, 


0 


SCHOOL  BUILDINGS. 


261 


hard  as  the  nether  millstone  and  worn  smooth  by  the  generations  of  boys 
and  girls  who  found  in  them  a  support  but  not  a  rest.  Both  desks  and 
benches  bore  witness  to  the  decorative  skill  of  the  American  boy  aided  by 
his  jack  knife.  Scientific  heating  and  ventilation  were  unknown,  but  the 
box-stoves  gave  forth  a  generous  heat  and  the  wind  found  ready  access 
around  the  door  and  window-casings.  The  school-houses  were  frequently 
built  at  private  expense  and  afterwards  purchased  by  the  town.  In  17S6, 
the  town  voted  to  allow  a  reasonable  sum  to  the  persons  who  had  built  a 
school-house  in  the  north  part  of  the  town  on  the  road  leading  to  Sunder- 
land; also,  to  build  a  school-house  in  the  north-east  part  of  the  town.  In 
1788,  £2,0  was  allowed  for  the  school-house  in  the  north-east  part  of  the  town. 
In  1790,  it  was  voted  to  sell  the  school-house  near  Landlord  Parsons'  tavern 
at  vendue,  and  to  have  but  three  schools  in  town  the  coming  year.  In 
1 79 1,  it  was  voted  to  build  two  school-houses,  one  near  the  Second  parish 
meeting-house,  the  other  in  the  south  part  at  East  street.  The  appropri- 
ation made  to  pay  the  expense  of  these  two  buildings  was  ^So,  or  some- 
thing like  $200  for  each.  The  following  year,  a  vote  was  passed  to  erect  a 
school-house  in  the  South-west  district,  ;^4o  being  appropriated  to  meet 
tile  expense.  In  1796,  it  was  voted  to  build  a  school-house  in  the  South- 
east district  of  the  same  dimensions  as  the  one  that  had  been  burned  ;  also 
to  build  a  school-house  in  the  North-west  district.  Appropriations  were 
made,  for  the  former  "^^^oo,  for  the  latter  $200.  In  179S,  it  was  voted  to 
raise  $300  for  building  or  purchasing  a  school-house  in  the  West  Middle 
district.  In  the  same  year,  later  on,  it  was  voted  to  build  a  school-house 
one  story  high  and  with  two  chimneys.  In  1799,  it  was  voted  that  the 
scliool-house  in  the  F.ast  Middle  district  be  moved  to  a  more  convenient 
si'ot.  In  1804,  a  vote  was  passed  to  build  a  new  school-house  in  the  East 
Middle  district,  and  in  1S06,  similar  provision  was  made  for  the  Xorth-east 
district. 

It  was  but  natural  that  school-buildings  erected  at  an  average  expense 
<'f  from  5200  to  5^300  should  stand  in  need  of  frequent  repairs,  and  serve 
tlieir  purpose  but  a  few  years  ;  yet  it  is  not  until  a  comparatively  recent 
dale  that  the  town  has  thought  advisable  to  spend  more  money  in  con- 
^tru(ti(jn  and  less  in  repairs  and  rebuilding.  The  grading  of  the  schools 
"»  and  the  establishment  of  a  high  school  at  the  center  village, 

tt  nilered  imperative  the  erection  of  new  school-buildings.  The  school 
'*  p"«t  lor  ihe  year  ending  March  r,  1S61,  states  that  high  school  bonds 
!'-»d  ]>een  issued  to  the  amount  of  ,n  12,000,  of  which  ^9,500  had  been  sold 
'■'d  \hv  rc-inainder  were  engaged.  During  tlie  following  year,  tiie  total 
•""•••nil  e\jH*nded  on  high  and  grammar  sciiool  buildings  was  $12,836.70. 
«^'M.  ulu-n  the  district  system  was  abolished,  a  committee  of  eight  was 
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appointed  by  the  town  to  appraise  the  school-houses,  lands  and  property 
belonging  to  the  various  school  districts.  In  1865,  the  school-house  in 
District  No.  4  (at  the  "  City  ")  was  sold  to  the  New  London  Northern  rail- 
way company  ;  the  following  year,  a  new  school-house  was  built  in  the 
district,  at  a  cost,  including  land,  of  ^1,221.  In  1866,  the  school-house  in 
District  No.  3,  at  South  Amherst,  was  remodeled  at  an  expense  of  $680.44; 
during  the  same  year,  lightning-rods  were  placed  on  all  the  school  buildings, 
the  cost  being  $213.75. 

At  the  annual  town-meeting  in  March,  1866,  the  selectmen  and  school 
committee  were  authorized  to  confer  with  the  trustees  of  Amherst  Academy, 
and  directed  to  report  at  a  future  meeting  the  expense  of  repairing  the 
academy  building,  also  to  report  the  expense  of  other  locations  for  school- 
houses.  The  academy  trustees  agreed  to  sell  the  real  estate  belonging  to 
the  academy  to  the  town  for  $5,000,  and  to  .appropriate  the  income  from 
the  sum  received  towards  the  support  of  a  classical  department  in  the 
town  high  school.  The  town  willingly  accepted  this  proposition  ;  in  186S, 
the  old  academy  building  was  torn  down,  and  the  present  Amity-street 
school-building  erected.  The  cost  to  the  town,  as  recorded  in  the  annual 
reports,  was,  m  186S,  $8,010  ;  in  1869,  $6,711.84.  In  1870,  a  new  school- 
house  was  erected  in  the  North-west  district  at  a  cost  of  S8,ooo  ;  the  old 
school-house  had  been  sold  to  the  North  parish.  In  1S71,  there  were 
eleven  school-houses  owned  by  the  town.  In  1S80,  an  addition  was  made 
to  the  high  school  building  at  a  cost  of  $2,064.72,  to  accommodate  a 
grammar  school.  In  18S9,  the  building  occupied  by  the  North  grammar 
and  intermediate  schools  was  burned.  The  schools  were  held  for  a  time 
in  the  lecture-rooms  of  the  Congregational  and  Methodist  churches  ;  after- 
wards, the  grammar  school  was  installed  in  an  unoccupied  rooni  in  the 
brick  school-house,  and  a  new  building  was  erected  at  the  *'  Cit}'  "  at  a 
cost  of  $1,924.82.  I'he  last,  and  one  of  the  most  notable  additions  to  the 
school-buildings  owned  by  the  town,  was  made  in  1894.  Dec.  5,  1893, 
the  school-house  at  P'.ast  Amherst  was  burned  ;  at  a  town-meeting  held 
Dec.  14,  a  building  committee  was  chosen  and  instructed  to  procure  plans 
and  estimates  for  a  new  building.  I'he  committee  reported  at  a  meeting 
held  Jan.  24,  1S94;  their  report  was  accepted  and  they  were  authorized  to 
erect  a  brick  building,  conforming  to  pl;}ns  selected,  at  a  cost  not  exceeding 
$7,600.  The  ])uilding  was  completed  in  readiness  for  use  at  tiie  opening 
of  the  fall  term  in  1894,  and  its  entire  cost  to  the  town  amounted 
to  $9,498.46. 

Under  the  old  system,  the  district  stood  for  much  the  same  in  educa- 
tional and  neighborho(Kl  matters  as  did  the  |)arish  in  ecclesiastical  altairs. 
There  was  this  important  difference  ;  the  parish  assessed  and  collected  its 
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own  taxes,  while  the  school  district  expended  the  sums  appropiated  by  the 
town,  as  well  as  those  raised  within  its  own  limits. 

From  the  records  of  the  West  Middle  "  School  district,  beginning 
with  the  year  1826,  the  following  facts  are  obtained  :  At  a  meeting  held 
April  4,  1826,  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  West  Middle  School  district, 
Artemas  Thompson  was  chosen  moderator  and  Luke  Sweetser  clerk 
and  treasurer.  A  committee  of  five,  consisting  of  William  Boltwood, 
Chester  Kellogg,  Aaron  M.  Chandler,  W.  S.  Rowland  and  Elijah  Boltwood, 
was  chosen,  to  view  land  and  ascertain  where  a  suitable  place  could  be 
had  for  erecting  a  school-house,  and  also  to  determine  whether  it  would  be 
expedient  to  erect  a  new  house  or  repair  the  old  one.  At  a  meeting  held 
April  25,  it  was  voted  to  build  a  school-house.  A  committee  was  appointed 
to  fnid  the  center  of  the  district,  havintr  reo^ard  to  scholars,  assessment  and 
distance,  also  to  ascertain  where  and  for  how  much  land  to  build  on  might 
be  secured.  At  a  meeting  held  May  2,  the  district  voted  not  to  repair  the 
old  school-house.  Voted,  "that  the  district  will  not  tax  themselves  for  the 
purchase  of  land  to  build  a  school-house  on."  The  district  expressed 
willingness  to  purchase  either  the  plot  of  land  owned  by  S.  F.  Dickinson 
north  of  Col.  Smith's,  or  the  plot  of  land  owned  by  David  Parsons'  heirs 
near  Jacob  Edson's.  It  was  afterwards  decided  to  purchase  the  land  owned 
by  Mr.  Dickinson.  Two  committees  were  chosen  to  solicit  subscriptions 
for  the  purchase  of  land. 

May  16,  the  district  voted  to  spend  $25  from  money  appropriated  for 
sunimer  schools  in  repairing  the  old  house  sufficiently  to  use  for  school 
purposes.  At  a  meeting  held  June  20,  it  was  voted  to  build  a  school- 
house  the  present  season,  that  the  building  should  be  of  brick,  two  stories 
in  height,  and  not  exceeding  40  by  28  feet.  Some  of  the  residents  in  the 
district  were  dissatisfied  with  the  proposed  location  of  the  school-building 
and  appealed  to  the  selectmen  ;  the  latter  decided  that  the  house  should 
stand  on  the  land  purchased.  13ec.  25,  the  district  voted  to  allow  the  bills 
presented  by  individuals  and  passed  by  the  building  committee.  Sept.  3, 
1S27,  it  was  voted  to  finish  the  upper  story  of  the  school-house,  to  paint 
tile  outside  woodwork  and  whitewash  the  brick,  to  build  a  wood-house, 
dig  a  wtll  and  put  a  pump  in  the  well.  The  prudential  couuiiittee  were 
authorized  to  dispose  of  the  old  building  as  they  should  think  proper,  but 
the  latter  vote  was  rescinded  at  a  sul)seciuent  meeting.  Tiie  land  on  which 
the  old  school-house  stood  was  sold  at  auction  to  Nathan  Dickinson 
fi>r  >42.5o. 

Jan.  17,  1839.  it  was  \  oted  not  to  unite  with  other  districts  to  form  a 
union  school  district.  June  6,  1842,  it  was  voted  that  $25  be  assessed  on 
the  district,  to  purchase  a  library  for  the  use  of  the  schools.  April  10,  184S, 
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a  committee  appointed  at  a  previous  meeting  reported  in  favor  of  erect- 
ing an  additional  building  on  the  school-house  land.  April  17,  it  voted  to 
divide  the  schools  in  the  district.  July  7,  1854,  it  was  voted  to  unite  with 
the  Mill  Valley  district  in  providing  a  suitable  place  for  holding  the  West 
high  school,  under  the  provisions  of  the  vote  passed  by  the  town  at  its  last 
annual  meeting.  The  name  of  the  district  was  changed  from  "  West 
Middle  "  to  "  West  Center  "  in  1842  ;  after  1847  it  was  known  as  District 
No.  I."    The  last  entry  in  the  record  book  bears  date  May  2,  1864. 

The  records  of  the  North-East  School  district,  from  1826  to  1863, 
have  been  preserved  and  contain  matter  of  interest.  At  the  first  recorded 
meeting  held  April  27,  1826,  Daniel  Dickinson  served  as  moderator  and 
clerk.  May  5,  1826,  Solomon  K.  Eastman  was  chosen  treasurer  and  Peter 
Ingram  committee  to  superintend  repairs  upon  the  school-house.  It  was 
voted  to  raise  $40  for  repairs  and  to  pay  for  a  stove  to  be  placed  in  the 
school-house.  March  i,  1829,  the  district  chose  a  prudential  committee, 
highway  surveyors,  field-drivers,  hog-reeves  and  surveyors  of  wood.  To 
this  list  of  officers  there  were  added  in  subsequent  years,  surveyors  of 
lumber,  tythingmen,  and  a  sexton.  A  committee  of  six  was  appointed, 
"  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  visit  the  winter  school  by  at  least  two  of  their 
number  once  every  two  weeks  during  its  continuance."  At  the  annual 
meetings  wood  was  purchased  for  the  use  of  the  schools,  the  amount 
needed  being  set  up  at  auction  and  sold  to  the  lowest  bidder.  The  average 
price  in  the  '30's  was  about  $1.50  per  cord,  but  there  was  a  gradual  increase 
yearly  until  in  the  '50's  it  reached  $3.00  per  cord.  March  6,  1831,  the 
district  was  so  grtatly  pleased  with  the  services  of  Miss  E.  \\'arner  as 
teacher,  instructions  were  given  the  district  treasurer  to  pay  her  $6.50  in 
addition  to  her  stated  wages.  Feb.  26,  1837,  a  committee  was  appointed 
to  prosecute  all  persons  who  should  damage  tb.e  school-house  in  any  way. 

As  early  as  1838,  the  district  began  to  consider  the  question  of  erect- 
ing a  new  school-house.  There  was  the  usual  difficulty  in  deciding  upon 
plans,  and  the  place  for  erecting  the  building,  as  is  shown  by  the  following 
extracts  from  the  records.  March  2,  1838,  a  committee  was  appointed  to 
prepare  a  plan  for  a  school-house  suitable  for  the  district.  Nov.  5  of  the 
same  year,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  exanune  the  old  house  and  see 
if  it  was  worth  repairing;  if  not,  to  draw  plans  for  a  new  house,  select  a 
place  to  locate  the  same  and  make  an  Estimate  of  the  cost.  At  a  meeting 
held  \ov.  14,  it  was  voted  to  build  a  new  iiouse  and  a  committee  of  three 
was  appointed  to  find  a  location,  'i'his  \ote  was  rescinded  Xov.  23,  and 
a  vote  passed  to  repair  the  old  house.  I'eb.  S,  1S39.  tlie  matter  of  forming 
a  union  district  with  the  North-west  distrii  t  for  maintaining  a  high  school 
was  considered  and  the  proj)osition  voted  down,  84  to  19.     Feb.  24,  1840, 
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Still  another  committee  was  appointed  to  decide  on  a  site  for  a  new  school- 
house.  Feb.  28,  the  district  voted  to  build  a  new  school-house  provided  a 
suitable  location  could  be  s'ecured  at  reasonable  expense.  An  ofter  was 
made  to  L.  L.  Draper  of  $75  for  a  piece  of  land  upon  his  farm,  but  he 
declined  to  sell.  March  4,  it  was  voted  to  call  on  the  selectmen  to  decide 
where  the  school-house  should  be  placed.  March  11,  votes  were  passed  to 
buy  a  piece  of  land  of  W.  Roberts  for  $120,  and  to  erect  a  school-house 
with  two  rooms.  ]\Iarch  20,  it  was  voted  to  build  the  house  of  brick,  one 
story  in  height.  The  building  was  erected  during  the  summer  of  1S40, 
and  March  5,  1841,  the  old  house  was  put  up  at  auction  and  sold  to  Alvan 
Barnard  for  $34. 

March  5.  1841,  the  district  voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  $25  for  pur- 
chasing and  establishing  a  school  district  library.  Nov.  21,  1842,  rules 
for  the  management  and  use  of  the  library  were  adopted.  Every  family 
in  the  district  was  given  the  privilege  of  drawing  one  book  from  the  library 
every  second  Monday,  while  every  family  having  one  or  more  members 
between  the  ages  of  1 1  and  2 1  could  draw  two  books.  The  head  of  the 
family  was  held  responsible  for  the  safe  keeping,  careful  usage  and  return 
of  these  volumes.  March  i,  1S44,  the  district  voted  to  allow  Ruf  us  Adams 
his  proportionate  share  of  the  school  money  for  schooling  his  children  in 
the  district  in  Leverett,  near  his  home.  April  9,  1S5 1 ,  a  committee  of 
conference  between  districts  numbers  4  and  5  agreed  that  the  first  session 
of  the  North  high  school  should  be. held  in  District  No.  4,  at  the  ''City", 
and  the  second  in  District  No.  5,  at  the  West  street.  Atthesame  meeting 
it  was  voted  to  set  out  ornamental  and  shade  trees  on  the  school-house  lot 
and  to  build  a  fence  on  the  south  and  west  sides.  The  last  entry  in  the 
record  book  bears  date  of  1863. 

The  records  of  the  North-west  school  district,  from  1841  to  1862,  are 
in  existence  and  contain  matters  of  general  interest.  In  1841,  the  district 
Iield  several  meetings  to  consider  the  matter  of  building  a  new  school- 
lj<>use.  It  was  voted  first  to  build  of  wood,  then  of  brick,  then  again  of 
wo()d.  Sex  eral  locations  were  viewed  and  priced,  and  each  in  turn  rejected. 
An  attempt  was  made  to  procure  money  by  subscription  to  build,  in  con- 
ne<  tion  with  the  school-house,  a  hall,  to  be  used  for  singing-schools,  lectures 
.111(1  othci-  pul)lic  events.  In  1842,  it  was  voted  to  raise  S20  for  the  puri)ose 
f'f  purJiasing  and  establishing  a  school  district  library.  The  district 
rt  >iT\cd  5.5  10  fit  up  a  ])lace  for  keej^jing  the  library,  and  voted  a  salary  of 

I'cT  year  to  the  librarian.  The  district  succeeded  in  getting  its  new 
>»  luK>!-house  }>uilt  in  i.S.j^.  and  voted,  July  i  |,  to  let  Mr.  S.  \'.  White  have 
llie  use  of  it  the  connng  fall,  for  a  select  sciiool.  for  >i2.  The  building 
("iiimiUfc  was  autiiorized  to  \nn  a  bell  ui)on  the  house,  providing  the 
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expense  should  be  defrayed  by  subscription.  At  a  meeting  held  in  1846, 
a  committee  was  appointed  to  exchange  tlie  district  library  for  that  of  some 
Other  district.  It  was  also  voted  to  lay  on  the  table  an  article  to  see 
whether  the  district  would  let  its  hall  for  a  dancing  school.  In  1847,  a 
committee  was  appointed  to  have  charge  of  the  hall,  and  instructed  to  let 
the  same  when  they  can  get  anything  for  it.''  In  185  i,  committees  from 
the  North-west  and  North-east  districts  concurred  in  recommending  that 
the  fall  session  of  the  North  high  school  be  held  in  the  school-house  of  the 
North-east  district,  and  the  winter  session  of  the  school  in  the  school- 
house  of  the  North-west  district.  In  1S53,  the  district  appointed  a  com- 
mittee to  take  action  to  procure  pay  for  the  wood  burned  by  the  high 
school  that  belonged  to  the  common  school,  and  also  instructed  the  hall 
committee  "  not  to  let  the  high  school  in  the  hall  the  coming  winter," 
The  latter  vote  was  rescinded  at  a  meeting  held  later,  and  it  was  voted 
"to  let  the  high  school  in  the  hall  this  winter,  and  the  high  school  to  make 
good  all  the  damedge  that  is  done  to  the  same  by  the  high  school."  In 
186 1,  it  was  voted  unanimously  not  to  favor  the  -abolition  of  the  school 
districts  in  town.  I'he  records  of  other  school  districts  of  the  town  may 
be  in  existence,  but  careful  investigation  has  failed  to  discover  them  ;  the 
foregoing  will  serve  to  show  as  fully  as  desirable  the  nature  of  the  district 
organizations,  and  the  character  of  the  business  transacted  at  their 
meetings. 

Soon  after  1840,  the  question  of  grading  the  public  schools  in 
Amherst  began  to  be  agitated.  At  the  outset  tlie  proposal  encountered 
strenuous  opposition,  many  believing  that  the  peculiar  outline  of  the  town, 
the  extent  of  its  territory,  and  its  division  into  a  number  of  distinct  settle- 
ments would  render  the  proposed  system  inadvisable  if  not  impracticable. 
Yet  the  old  system  of  '"mixed"  schools  had  little  to  recommend  it.  The 
grouping  of  pupils  from  five  to  twenty  years  of  age,  and  differing  more  in 
educational  attainments  than  in  years,  in  one  school  and  under  the  instruc- 
tion of  one  teacher,  was  little  calculated  to  afford  desirable  results.  In 
the  smaller  districts,  nearly  every  pupil  might  with  justice  be  placed  in  a 
separate  class,  and  the  multiplication  of  classes  and  of  studies  rendered 
it  im])Ossible  for  the  teacher  to  do  full  justice  by  any. 

From  instruction  in  the  primer  to  that  in  higher  mathematics  was  a 
step  no  teacher  could  take  at  a  mofnent's  notice,  and  do  full  justice  to 
himself  or  to  his  pupils.  It  was  not  until  i860,  that  the  town  \'oted  to 
adopted  the  graded  system  in  its  public  schools,  and  not  until  the  follow- 
ing year  was  the  work  of  examining  and  classifying  the  pupils  undertaken 
and  succcssfull}' carried  out.  The  sciiool  commillee  in  1861  consisted  of 
Rev.  Charles  L.  Wood  worth.  Rev.  George  Cooke  and  Dr.  I).  15.  N.  lish. 
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Tlie  town  contained  at  the  time  between  700  and  Soo  pupils  of  school  age.. 
The  task  involved  in  the  examination  of  each  pupil  and  in  assigning  each 
to  the  proper  grade  required  time  and  patience  as  well  as  keen  intelligence. 
The  problem  was  complicated  by  the  fact  tliat,  as  in  all  communities,  many 
of  the  older  pupils  were  not  qualified  to  join  the  advanced  grades,  causing 
dissatisfaction  among  their  parents.  That  the  work  was  done,  and  well 
done,  is  to  the  lasting  credit  of  the  town  and  its  committee. 

The  committee,  in  their  report  to  the  town  on  the  matter  of  grading 
the  schools,  submitted  at  the  annual  meeting  in  1S62,  say  :  "  llie  classifi- 
cation which  has  been  adopted  m  the  schools,  as  now  organized,  is  similar 
to  what  is  practiced  in  most  of  the  towns  of  the  Commonwealth,  in  which 
the  schools  are  graded.  *  *  *  Our  standards  of  examination  and  class 
rank  will,  if  well  maintained,  give  us  a  highly  creditable  position,  and 
secure  to  our  schools  a  range  of  educational  advantages  as  comprehensive 
and  complete  as  can  be  found  in  any  of  our  towns."  The  committee 
established  one  high  school,  four  grammar  schools,  four  intermediate 
schools  and  eight  primary  schools,  into  which  were  admitted,  at  the  first, 
764  scholars,  of  whom  eight  were  residents  in  other  towns.  The  high 
school,  two  grammar,  one  intermediate  and  one  primary  were  located  at  the 
center  ;  one  grammar,  one  intermediate  and  three  primary  at  South  Amherst ;. 
one  grammar,  one  intermediate  and  two  primary  at  North  AnUwjrst,  one 
primary  and  one  intermediate  at  East  Amherst  and  one  primary  at  jNIill 
\'alley.  'J'o  the  high  school  grade,  31  pupils  were  admitted  ;  to  the  grammar 
school,  133  ;  to  the  intermediate  school,  195  ;  to  the  primary  school,  397. 
hrom  the  center  and  East  Amherst,  there  were  91  pupils  in  high  and 
grammar  schools,'from  North  Amherst  qo,  from  wSouth  Amherst  23.  In 
the  intermediate  schools,  at  the  center  and  East  Amherst,  there  were  99 
pupils  ;  at  North  Amherst,  53  ;  at  South  Amherst,  43.  In  the  primary 
schools,  at  the  center  and  ]^ast  Amherst,  there  were  195  pupils  ;  at  North 
Amherst,  103;  at  South  Amherst,  99.  The  average  age  of  pupils  admitted 
to  the  grammar  school  grade  was  14  years,  to  the  high  school  grade  17.. 

'J1ie  course  of  study,  marked  out  for  the  different  grades,  was,  in 
outline,  as  follows  :  Primary  schools,  reading,  spelling,  primary  arithmetic, 
arithmetical  notation  and  numeration,  introductory  geography  ;  intermediate 
^cliools,  reading,  spelling,  writing,  intellectual  and  practical  arithuK-tic, 
modern  geograj^hy,  parts  of  speech  and  inliections ;  grammar  schools, 
anilimetic,  I'nited  States  history,  I'lnglish  grammar,  map  draw ing,  algebra, 
I'Hysical  geography,  lK;ok-keeping,  composition  and  declamation  ;  high 
^(hi.ol.  algebra,  geometry,  Englisii  analysis,  general  history,  book-keeping, 
^'it\  eying.  I'nited  States  constitution.  naUiral  philosophy,  rhetoric,  astron- 
•>iiiy.  chemistry,  political  economy,  moral  science,  natural  history,  logic. 
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Pupils  in  Latin  at  the  high  school  were  required  to  pursue  only  those 
Studies  which  were  necessary  for  admission  to  college.  Pupils  at  the  higli 
.school  were  divided  in  th.ree  classes.  Applicants  for  admission  to  advanced 
grade  were  examined  at  the  close  of  the  winter  session,  or  of  the  summer 
session,  of  each  school,  and  a  certificate  was  required  from  the  teacher  of 
the  school  that  the  pupil  was  properly  prepared  for  advancement ;  also, 
that  he  or  she  sustained  a  good  moral  character.  No  children  under  five 
years  of  age  were  allowed  in  the  public  schools.  Each  teacher  was 
required  to  keep  a  record  of  the  scholarship  and  deportment  of  every 
pupil,  to  be  ready  for  the  inspection  of  the  committee  at  the  close  of  each 
week. 

In  the  records  of  the  North-west  school  district  for  the  year  1S51, 
mention  is  made  of  a  high  school.  The  report  of  the  school  committee 
for  1853  shows  that  three  high  schools  were  maintained  in  town,  one  at 
■the  center,  one  at  North  Amherst  and  one  at  South  Amherst.  The  com- 
mittee advised  the  building  of  three  houses  to  accommodate  these  schools. 
The  course  of  studies  pursued  at  these  schools  was  in  many  features 
similar  to  the  high  school  course  of  the  present  day,  with  the  omission  of 
Latin  and  Greek.  At  the  annual  town-meeting  in  i860,  when  the  town 
voted  to  grade  the  schools,  it  was  also  voted  to  establish  one  high  school 
at  the  center  village.  The  high  school  building  was  erected  in  i860,  and 
dedicated  Sept.  2,  1861.  The  school  was  opened  in  September,  1S61, 
with  Samuel  J.  Storrs  as  principal  and  with  26  pupils  in  attendance  ;  in 
December  of  that  year,  five  more  pupils  were  admitted.  In  July,  1862, 
two  young  men  were  graduated  from  the  school  and  entered  Amherst 
College.  Mr.  Storrs  resigned  his  position  as  principal  in  1S62,  to  enter 
the  Union  army;  in  the  winter  term  of  that  year,  Charles  I).  Adams  served 
as  principal.  The  first  graduation  exercises  were  held  at  the  end  of  the 
school  year  in  1864,  the  graduating  class  consisting  of  four  youn-^  ladies 
and  one  young  gentleman.  Charles  H.  Parkhurst,  the  noted  divine,  served 
as  principal  of  the  school  from  the  spring  term  in  1867  to  the  end  of  the 
school  year  in  1869.  In  the  winter  of  1871-72.  a  school  lyceum  was 
instituted  and  supported  for  a  time  with  much  enthusiasm  ;  the  library  was 
considerably  enlarged  at  the  same  time,  'i'he  income  of  the  "  .\cademy 
fund,"  so  called,  rests  in  the  hands  of  a  board  of  trustees,  and  is  applied 
by  them,  at  their  discretion,  toward  tlie  support  of  the  cl.issical  depaiT- 
ment  of  the  high  school.  It  is  generally  used  to  pay  for  the  ser\  ices  of  an 
instructor  in  the  Creek  language.  During  tiie  year  1893,  the  high  school 
building  was  altered,  repaired  and  enlarged,  at  a  cost  of  some  52,500. 

In  1S67,  the  town  authorized  tiie  ap])ointment  of  a  superintendent  ot 
sciiools,  at  a  salary  not  to  e.xceed  $800.     I'rom  time  to  time  the  town  has 
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employed  a  superintendent,  outside  the  school  committee,  with  satisfactory 
results.  It  is  safe  to  say  that  the  public  schools  of  Amherst  were  never 
more  prosperous  and  neyer  accomplished  better  work  than  when  in 
'Jiari^e  of  II.  L.  Read  as  superintendent.  The  present  superintendent, 
W.  1).  Tarkinson,  began  his  services  in  Amherst  in  1893;  since  that  time 
the  schools  have  been  brought  up  to  a  higher  standard  than  for  many 
years  preceding.  The  town  of  Amherst  has  been  fortunate  in  securing 
tiie  .services,  as  members  of  its  school  committee  from  year  to  year,  of 
jicr.sons  exceptionally  well  qualified  for  the  position.  Ministers  of  the 
;4()>pel.  college  professors,  lawyers,  doctors,  men  prominent  in  professional 
.nul  social  life,  have  given  of  their  time  and  talent  for  the  benefit  of  the 
jniblic  schools,  for  compensation  which,  to  say  the  least,  was  entirely  inad- 
equate for  the  services  rendered.  The  town  owes  a  debt  of  gratitude  to 
llie  i:)ablic-spirited  citizens  who  have  done  so  much  in  the  interest  of  its 
educational  system.  The  town  has  been  fortimate,  also,  in  the  character 
and  aitainments  of  the  teachers  it  has  employed  in  its  public  schools. 
Many  of  them  were  born  in  Aniherst,  and  gained  their  education  at  the 
schools  which  in  time  they  came  to  serve  as  teachers.  It  has  been  cause 
for  regretful  comment  in  the  past  that  other  towns  and  cities  have  been 
so  quick  to  recognize  the  merits  of  Amherst  teachers,  and  to  draw  them 
aw  ay  by  the  temptations  of  larger  salaries  and  broader  fields  of  labor. 

The  items  of  school  appropriations  and  expenditures  will  be  considered 
in  another  chapter,  where  they  will  be  presented  in  tabulated  form,  'J'he 
\<>\\n  has  ever  been  generous  in  providing  funds  for  carrying  on  the  work 
of  education.  With  the  growth  of  the  town,  and  the  increase  in  school 
l>opulation,  there  has  been  more  than  proportionate  growth  in  the  sums 
expended  upon  the'public  schools.  For  the  school  year  ending  in  1S62, 
V. hen  the  grading  of  the  pupils  was  accomplished  and  764  pupils  were 
admitted  to  the  various  schools,  the  amount  of  the  school  appropriations 
Was  ])ut  53,200,  In  1894,  with  a  total  enrollment  of  S15  pupils,  the  school 
aj^propriation  was  $13,600,  and  this  was  increased  by  a  special  appropria- 
tion for  repairs  and  by  receipts  from  various  sources  to  over  $14,500.  It 
is  true  that  it  costs  more  to  conduct  a  public  school  to-day  than  it  did 
ilnrty-five  years  ago  ;  books  and  supplies  must  be  furnished  by  the  town 
^^liich  were  formerly  purchased  by  the  pupils,  the  schools  must  be  better 
^•quipped  in  e\ery  way,  the  buildings  be.tter  cared  for,  and  transportation 
aiiorded  for  scholars  living  in  the  more  remote  parts  of  the  town.  l>ut  it  is  also 
true  that  tlie  public  is  willing  to  spend  more  money  for  educational  j)urposes 
'"•iM  It  was  a  generation  ago,  and  the  demand  is  for  better  rather  than  for 
^h(  .q)cT  .schools.  In  the  connnittee's  report  for  the  school  year  eiuling  in 
>'\"v"..  l'>e   siaiement   is   made   that   the  best  female  teachers   could  be 
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procured  in  winter  for  $21  per  month,  including  board,  while  the  best  nia'-- 
teachers  commanded  a  salary  of  from  $35  to  $40  per  month,  includln^ 
l)oard.  The  town  from  motives  of  economy,  has  made  it  a  practice  t  . 
employ  female  teachers  in  nearly  all  its  schools,  and  with  generally  satis- 
factory results. 

With  the  grading  of  the  schools  came  greater  uniformity  in  the  lengtii 
of  term  and  vacations.  In  1861-62,  the  committee  arranged,  for  il,c 
primary  schools,  three  terms  of  1 1  weeks  each  ;  for  the  in  termed  iaic 
schools,  three  terms  of  12  weeks  each;  for  the  grammar  schools,  two 
terms,  one  of  12,  the  other  of  14  weeks.  By  statute  law  the  high  school 
must  be  in  session  36  weeks.  In  187S,  the  primary  schools  were  in  session 
.32  weeks,  the  intermediate  schools  33  weeks,  the  grammar  schools  34 
^veeks.  Other  matters  of  interest  are  gathered  from  the  school  reports. 
.In  1861,  there  were  eight  school  districts  in  town,  designated  as  follows: 
.No.  I,  at  the  Center;  No.  2,  East  Middle;  No.  3,  South  ]\Iiddle;  No.  4. 
^'City;"  No.  5,  North  Amherst;  No.  6,  South-west;  No.  7,  Mill  A'^illey: 
No.  8,  South-east.  The  report  for  the  school  year  ending  in  i860  gives 
the  following  as  the  number  of  pupils  in  each  district  :  No.  i,  149  ; 
No,  2,  147;  No.  3,  56;  No.  4,  71  ;  No.  5,  107  ;  No.  6,  31  ;  No.  7,  38: 
No.  8,  50;  total,  649,  In  1S61,  the  town  voted  that  the  school  appropri- 
ation should  be  divided  as  heretofore,  one-third  equally  to  the  eight  districts, 
the  remaining  two-thirds  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  scholars  in  each  dis- 
trict. In  1869,  an  ungraded  school  was  maintained  during  the  winter  months 
for  the  benefit  of  those  unable  to  attend  the  public  schools  at  other  seasons  of 
the  year.  In  1872,  it  was  voted  by  the  school  board  That  hereafter  the 
only  corporal  punishment  to  be  indicted  upon  pupils  of  the  schools  shall 
be  by  a  rattan  or  ruler  upon  tlie  hand,  and  that  no  other  corporal  punish- 
ment shall  be  allowed."  In  187S,  a  uniform  length  was  adopted  for  the 
daily  sessions,  of  three  hours  in  the  forenoon  and  two  and  one-half  hours 
in  the  afternoon,  all  schools  opening  at  9  a.  m.  In  1880,  the  following 
terms  were  fixed  upon  for  tuition  in  Amherst  schools  of  pupils  resident  in 
other  towns :  High  school,  $10  per  term  ;  grammar  schools,  >5  ;  interme- 
diate, $4;  primary,  S3.  In  1881,  the  provisions  of  the  state  law  in  regard 
to  the  vaccination  of  scholars  were  enforced.  In  1S84,  music  was  first 
taught  in  the  schools,  and  books  and  supplies  were  purchased  ])y  the  tow  n 
for  use  of  the  pui^ils.  In  1885,  system.itic  instruction  was  first  given  in 
regard  to  the  effects  of  the  use  of  alcohol  on  the  liuman  system.  In  1887. 
the  first  approj)riation,  S300,  was  made  for  tlie  transportation  of  ini{)ils 
from  the  "ends"'  of  the  town  to  the  high  school.  In  1888,  tiie  i)l:in  was 
adopted  of  holding  but  one  sessicjn  daily  at  tlie  liigh  school,  from  8-30  a. 

M.  to  I  P.  M. 
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Of  the  many  private  educational  institutions  ^vhich  have  been  main- 
tained in  Amherst,  the  most  noted,  aside  from  Amherst  x\cademy,  was  the 
Movmt  Pleasant  Classical  Institution.  Nowhere  v.ithin  the  length  and 
brcadtli  of  the  C^onnecticut  Valley  could  be  found  such  an  ideal  location 
for  an  institute  of  learning  as  is*  furnis*hed  by  Mount  Pleasant.  A  com- 
manding eminence,  a  little  way  out  from  the  center  village  of  Amherst, 
surrounded  by  a  noble  grove  of  oaks  and  chestnuts,  it  affords  a  compre- 
lu-n>ive  view  of  the  valleys  to  east  and  west,  a  range  of  scenery  covering 
historic  ground,  in  itself  a  memory  and  inspiration.  In  January,  1S27, 
Chauncey  Colton  and  Francis  Fellowes,  graduates  of  Amherst  College  in 
the  class  of  1826,  issued  a  prospectus  for  a  classical  school  which  they 
])roj)osed  to  establish  in  Amherst.  Mr.  Colton  was  a  native  of  Long- 
meadow,  and  was  born  Aug.  30,  1800  ;  Mr.  Fellowes  was  born  at 
Montville.  Conn.,  Nov,  20,  1S03.  The  buildings  of  the  institution, 
capacious  in  size  and  of  greater  architectural  pretention  than  was  custom- 
ary at  the  time,  were  erected  in  1826  and  1S27.  The  classes  were 
iTL^^mized  June  i,  1S27,  and  the  chapel  dedicated  the  following  Sabbath. 
I'rom  a  catalog  issued  in  January,  1S28,  the  following  facts  are  derived. 

In  addition  to  the  principals,  seven  instructors  were  employed,  the 
course  of  instruction  embracing  the  following  departments  :  Modern 
:.in-uages,  intellectual  and  moral  philosophy,  elementary  English  and 
onimercial  study,  belles  lettres  and  oratory,  Latin  and  Greek  languages, 
anr.ent  and  modern  Greek,  mathematics,  natural  philosophy  and  drawing. 
1  ii'-  num1)er  of  pupils  was  68,  a  majority  coming  from  New  P'.ngland,  six 
fioiM  the  Southern  states,  two  from  Greece  and  one  from  France.  Their 
•ijes  ranged  from  four  to  sixteen  years.  The  second  name  upon  the  roll  is 
'ii.it  t.t  Henry  Ward  Peecher.  The  expressed  aim  of  the  institution  was: 
"  i  >  combine  the  highest  advantages  of  public  and  private  education  by  a 
.ihi-ral  and  necessarily  expensive  provision  of  instruction  in  the  various 
drjuMnuMUs  of  Ancient  and  Modern  Learning,  Commercial  Theory,  etc. — 
by  ;\  regular  aiul  systematic  course  of  physical  culture  in  the  Gymnasium, 
•»!«d  :h;it  moral  and  religious  influence  which  contributes  to  fit  man  for  the 
h;i:h  purj)osesof  existence."'  The  government  of  tlie  institution  was  strictly 
I'luntal  in  character.  From  the  whole  body  of  students  a  "Class  of 
li<';;..r  was  cliosen,  consisting  only  of  those  who  were  distinguished  by 
un.  \ecptionable  deportment,  a  just  se^ise  of  right  and  unimpeached  moral 
*  «^e.  I  roni  this  body,  an  offender  against  tlie  rules  of  the  institution 
at  tlie  discretion  of  the  principals  and  according  to  the  nature  of  the 
<'*'<  'ue.  .iliowed  to  select  a  jury  of  twelve  to  sit  in  judgment  upon  his 
^■'^e.  Im  this  jury  of  twelve "  it  is  easy  to  discern  tiie  germ  of  the 
AiMtu-i.si  College  Senate  and  "student  self-government." 
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The  whole  number  of  students  was  divided  into  five  sections,  over 
each  of  which  was  placed  a  "  Praefect,"  whose  duty  it  was  to  notice  any 
departure  from  established  laws  of  correct  deportment  and  render  weekly 
reports  to  the  instructors.  The  morning  bell  for  rising  rang,  in  summer, 
at  4-30  A.  M.  and  a  half-hour  was  allowed  for  the  toilet.  At  5  the  pupils 
assembled  on  the  muster-grounds  and  spent  an  hour  in  gymnastic  exercises 
and  games.  From  6  toy  o'clock  the  time  was  spent  in  the  class-room;  at  7 
breakfast  was  served,  after  which  came  morning  devotions  in  the  chapel 
and  exercises  upon  the  play-grounds  until  8.  From  8  to  12  the  time  was 
spent  in  recitation  and  study.  From  12  to  i  came  gymnastic  exercises  in 
the  grove,  and  dinner  was  served  at  1-30.  The  time  from  the  dinner  hour 
until  2-30  was  devoted  to  recreation,  from  2-30  to  6-30  to  study  and  recita- 
tion, from  6-30  to  7-30  in  gymnastic  exercises  and  recreation.  At  7-30 
supper  was  served,  after  which  evening  worship  was  attended  in  the 
chapel.  At  8  the  smaller  boys  retired,  the  older  ones  studying  until  9, 
when  all  retired. 

The  annual  charges  were  fixed  at  $250,  "one-half  payable  semi- 
annually in  advance."  These  charges  included  tuition,  board,  room, 
furniture,  fuel,  lights,  mending  and  washing.  For  apparel,  books,  station- 
ery, etc.,  the  parent  or  guardian  was  expected  to  place  a  reasonable  sum 
for  expenditure  in  the  hands  of  the  principal.  There  were  two  vacations 
each  year,  one  of  two  weeks  from  April  i,  the  other  of  three  weeks  from 
the  first  Thursday  in  August.  Students  might  remain  at  the  ii^stitution 
during  the  vacations,  or  travel  with  some  of  the  instructors.  The  annual 
examinations,  lasting  from  six  to  ten  days,  began  on  May  20.  The  pupils 
were  not  allowed,  save  in  special  cases,  to  leave  the  institution  unless 
accompanied  by'  one  of  the  instructors.  7'hey  wore  a  simple  uniform. 
At  the  end  of  the  catalog  are  letters  of  commendation  for  the  institution 
signed  by  T.  H.  Gallaudet,  principal  of  the  American  Asylum  for  the 
education  of  the  deaf  and  dumb,  Ivev.  Lyman  Ik^echer,  1).  1).,  and  Fleman 
Humphrey,  D.  D.,  president  of  Amherst  College.  Under  a  special  law 
passed  by  the  General  Court,  I'eb.  16,  183 1,  Francis  Fellowes,  Joel  W. 
Newton  and  Martin  'J'hayer  were  incorporated  as  the  proprietors  of  the 
Mount  Pleasant  Classical  Institution,  'Tor  the  advancement  of  the  pur- 
poses of  education  and  instruction  in  the  liberal  sciences  and  arts."  They 
were  authorized  to  hold  real  estate  not  exceeding  $50,000  in  value,  and 
personal  estate  to  the  auunnit  of  $30,000. 

For  live  years  the  institution  prospered  and  then,  for  some  unexplained 
reason,  was  discontinued.  The  buildings  were  unoccupied  for  a  time,  and 
then  were  disconnected,  the  central  structure  remaining  in  its  present 
location,  while  the  buildings  at  the  sides  were  removed  to  other  parts  of 
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the  village.  One  of  the  "wings"  was  located  on  Pleasant  street,  where 
Dickinson's  block  now  stands,  where  it  served  as  a  tenement-house,  and 
from  the  multiplicity  and  motley  character  of  its  tenants  won  the  name  of 
the  "Dee  Hive."  It  was  torn  down  sometime  during  the  '60s.  Two 
other  sections  of  the  buildings  are  yet  standing,  on  Northampton  street. 
In  1S46,  the  Mount  Pleasant  Institute  was  re-established,  as  a  boarding 
school  for  boys,  by  Rev.  John  A.  Nash.  It  was  successfully  conducted 
by  him  for  eight  years,  when  it  passed  under  the  control  of  his  son, 
Henry  C.  Nash,  who,  assisted  by  his  son,  ^^'illiam  K.,  has  conducted  it 
since.  The  school  has  enjoyed  something  more  than  a  local  reputation, 
many  of  its  pupils  coming  from  foreign  countries. 

The  first  institution  established  at  Amherst,  expressly  designed  for  the 
higher  education  of  females,  was  the  "  Amherst  Female  Seminary,"  which 
began  its  work  in  1S32.  Put  little  information  can  be  obtained  in  regard 
to  this  school,  which  seems  to  have  been  prosperous  in  its  day.  From  a 
catalog  published  in  1835,  it  is  learned  that  the  whole  numl^er  of  pupils 
in  attendance  during  the  year  was  191.  Of  these,  many  were  resident  in 
Amherst;  some  came  from  other  towns  in  Massachusetts,  from  Connecti- 
cut, New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  Georgia  and  Alabama,  and  one  frouT 
Michigan  "  Territory."  The  school  was  held  in  Mack's  Hall,  in  the  upper 
i:>art  of  the  building  occupying  the  site  where  Cook's  block  now  stands. 
The  principal  was  Miss  Hannah  White,  an  intimate  friend  of  Mary  Lyon, 
'i'he  teachers  were  the  Misses  Mary  Proctor,  Harriet  Partridge,  Mary  A. 
\\'hite,  Elizabeth  Stone,  Sarah  J.  Kimberly  and  Anne  C.  Payson.  The 
executive  committee  of  the  institution  consisted  of  Luke  Sweetser,  Charles 
Adams  and  Lucius  Boltwood,  Esq.  Miss  White  was  succeeded  as  principal 
!>y  Mrs.  Washburn.  The  seminary  was  incorporated  by  an  act  of  the 
(General  Court  passed  April  8,  1S36.  The  incorporators  were  Heman 
Humphrey,  Edward  Hitchcock,  Solonion  Pitkin  and  others.  They  were 
authorized  to  hold  real  estate  to  the  amount  of  $10,000,  and  personal 
eNtate  to  the  same  amount,  *' to  be  devoted  exclusively  to  the  purposes  of 
education."  I'he  seminary  was  a  day  school,  having  no  accommodations 
for  l)oar(ling  pupils.  It  continued  in  successful  operation  until  P'ebruary, 
183S,  when  the  building  in  which  it  was  held  was  destroyed  b}'  fire. 

In  1827;  Miss  L  Draper  kept  a  boarding-school  in  Amherst  for  young 
ladles.  In  18^5,  Samuel  N.  White  conducted  a  ''select  school  for  young 
kulies  and  gentlemen,"  at  North  Amherst.  Mr.  White  was  at  a  later  date 
]>nn(  ip.d  f,f  Amherst  Academy,  'i'he  General  Court,  by  a  special  a(  t 
I'.l^^ed  in  1854,  iiu  ori)orated  Lemuel  i'orter,  Amory  Gale  and  1''.  A.  Cum- 
ii!i!!-s  as  the  Ladies  Collegiate  Institute  ''  to  lie  estal)lished  in  the  town 
<'!  Aiulierst.    They  were  authorized  to  hold  real  and  personal  estate  to  a 
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value  not  exceeding  $150,000.  There  is  no  further  record  concerning  this 
ambitious  project,  and  Amherst  College  yet  awaits  its  "annex."  In  1855, 
the  Misses  F.  J.  and  A,  E.  Enierson  conducted  a  school  for  young  ladies 
at  their  home  in  the  old  "Strong  house."  From  1855  to  1868,  Hon.  R. 
B.  Hubbard  conducted  a  boys'  boarding-school  in  the  house  on  Lincoln 
avenue  now  occupied  by  Rev.  J.  E.  Tuttle.  Mr.  Hubbard  had  served  for 
three  years  as  principal  of  the  Mount  Pleasant  Institute  and  had  devoted 
much  of  his  life  to  educational  work.  His  school  was  ably  conducted  and 
^vas  held  in  high  repute.  A.mong  his  pupils  who  gained  distinction  in  after 
life  was  Eugene  P^ield,  poet  and  journalist,  recently  deceased.  In  1S56, 
Miss  Brewster  kept  a  school  in  the  second  story  of  the  academy  building. 
This  school  was  fitted  to  accommodate  from  20  to  25  pupils,  and  instruction 
was  given  in  the  elementary  and  higher  English  studies  and  in  Latin.  In 
i860.  Rev.  George  Cooke  conducted  a  young  ladies'  institute  in  the  Sellon 
house,"  now  occupied  by  the  Alpha  Delta  Phi  fraternity.  A  three  years' 
course  of  instruction  was  offered,  and  the  proprietor  announced  that  no 
expense  would  be  spared  to  secure  the  most  able  instructors. 

As  early  as  1S47,  project  was  formed  for  establishing  an  agricultural 
school  at  Amherst.  In  1S4S,  the  General  Court  passed  a  special  act  incor- 
porating Edward  Hitchcock,  \A'illiam  B.  Calhoun  and  Samuel  L.  Hinckley 
by  the  name  of  the  Massachusetts  Agricultural  Institute.  They  were 
authorized  to  hold  real  and  personal  estate  to  the  amount  of  550,000,  for 
the  purpose  of  establishing  in  some  one  of  the  towns  lying  on  the  banks 
of  the  Connecticut  river  an  agricultural  school  and  experimental  farm,  the 
object  of  which  should  be  instruction  in  agricultural  science  and  improve- 
ment in  all  the  arts  connected  with  the  practice  of  - farming.  Edward 
Hitchcock,  president  of  Amherst  College,  was  deeply  interested  in  the 
subject  of  agricultiu"al  education.  His  scientitlc  studies  had  given  him  a 
thorough  acquaintance  with  the  geology  of  the  Connecticut  \'alle}'.  its 
rocks  and  soils.  Scientitlc  agriculture  was  at  the  time  almost  unknown  in 
America,  and  presented  problem.-,  which  he  considered  worlliy  his  careful 
attention.  The  "  Massachusetts  Agricultural  Institute  "  had  nothing  but 
corporate  existence,  but  it  prepared  the  way  for  the  Agricultural  College. 
In  1850,  President  Hitclicock  was  appointed  a  member  of  a  board  of  live 
commissioners,  whose  duty  it  was  to  consider  the  expediency  of  establishing 
agricultural  schools  or  colleges  in  the  Commonwealth.  The  same  year  he 
traveled  extensively  in  luu'ope,  visiting  and  inspecting  many  agricuUural 
institution  in  England.  Ireland,  Scotland,  (Germany,  Switzerland  and  I'  l  ance. 
The  results  of  his  investigations  were  embodied  in  a  report  submitted  to 
the  General  Court  in  1851.  In  1855,  John  A.  Xash  announced  through 
the  columns  of  the  Jlainps/urc  and  J'^ninklin  Ji.xpress^  that  arrangements 
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had  been  made  in  connection  with  Amherst  College  for  instruction  in 
a2:riculture  and  kindred  sciences  of  young  men  not  permanently  connected 
with  the  college,  but'  who  might  resort  to  it,  for  longer  or  shorter  periods 
at  pleasure,  for  this  specific  purpose.  This  instruction  was  to  be  given 
only  during  the  fall  and  winter  terms.  It  included  lectures  on  geology  and 
physiology,  by  President  Hitchcock;  on  mechanical  philosophy,  hydro- 
statics, hydraulics,  pneumatics,  electricity  and  mngnetism,  by  Prof.  K.  S. 
Snell ;  on  organic  and  inorganic  chemistry,  by  Prof .  W.  S.  Clark,  the  latter, 
in  after  years,  president  of  the  Agricultural  College.  In  the  summer  of 
1828,  the  AdTt'  EiiglaiiJ  Inquirer  published  for  several  weeks  the  announce- 
ment of  a  law-school  to  be  opened  in  Andierst  by  Samuel  Fowler 
],)ickinson. 

Of  schools  established  at  a  later  date,  and  still  maintained,  are  those 
conducted  by  ^Nlrs.  F.  Stearns,  Miss  V.  W.  Puffum,  Mrs.  R.  G.  \A'illiams, 
Rev.  E.  C.  Winslow  and  Mrs.  D.  Herrick.  Mrs.  Stearns'  home  school 
for  young  ladies  was  established  in  September,  1877;  Mrs.  Stearns  has 
acted  as  principal  since  its  beginning.  There,  is  no  age  limit  required  of 
pupils  for  entrance.  The  pupils  are  given  a  liberal  education  but  are  not 
fitted  for  college.  The  school  is  well  and  favorably  known  throughout  a 
wide  section  and  draws  its  pupils  from  many  states.  In  the  fall  of  1SS3, 
Mrs.  Emma  Owen  Buffum  established  a  preparatory  school  for  young 
ladies  in  the  house  of  Rev.  George  Lyman  on  North  Prospect  St.  She  met 
with  such  success  that  in  the  summer  of  18S5  she  leased  the  Sweetser 
place  on  Lessey  street  and  opened  the  Oak  Grove  school  for  young  ladies. 
Mrs.  Buffum  died  Feb.  7,  1SS7,  and  was  succeeded,  in  the  conduct  of  the 
school,  by  Miss  A^ryling  W.  Buffum.  The  school  has  an  established 
reputation,  its  graduates  being  received  at  Smith,  \A'ellesley  or  \'assar 
College,  on  certificate.  ?>Irs.  R.  G.  Williams' family  school  was  established 
in  1885.  Its  first  principal  was  Rev.  R.  G.  \\'illiams.  Rev.  E.  C.  Winslow 
opened  a  boading  school  at  "  Amoena  Hall"  in  the  fall  of  1S95.  For 
several  years  Mrs.  W.  I).  Ilerrick  has  successfully  conducted  a  school  for 
invalid  children  and  those  backward  in  their  studies.  The  first  kindergar- 
ten in  Amherst  was  established  bv  Miss  E.  M.  Munsell  in  1879,  in  the 
house  occu})ied  by  the  Misses  Cowles.  Later  on  money  was  raised 
i:>y  subscription  and  a  Iniilding  erected  for  the  use  of  the  school  on  ground 
owned  by  Amherst  Ccdlege  at  the  corner  of  Northampton  and  i^nsons 
streets.  Miss  1''..  ^F  Munsell  later  established  another  kindergarten  at  her 
home  on  Amity  Street. 
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CHAPTER  XXXV. 


Agriculture  in  Amherst. — Farm  Products. — The  First  Agricul- 
tural Society. — Cattle  wShows  from  1S46  to  1850. — East 
Hampshire  Agricultural  Society. — Dissensions  among  the 
Members. — Hampshire  Park  and  Hall. — Creamery  Associ- 
ations. 

Amherst  is,  as  it  has  ever  been,  esseiitially  an  agricultural  community. 
For  more  than  a  century  after  its  first  settlement  no  other  interest  came  in 
active  competition  with  the  culture  of  the  soil.  For  the  past  fifty  years 
Amherst  has  become  better  known  to  tlie  world  as  a  college  community, 
an  educational  center,  yet  its  prosperity  rests  with  those  who  labor  in  the 
fields.  Agriculture  in  Amherst  dates  from  the  time  when  its  lands  were 
the  "  common  feeding  place  "  for  the  cattle  owned  by  Hadley  farmers. 
For  many  years  these  lands  were  accounted  of  little  value  save  for  pasturage. 
From  some  motive,  never  fully  explained,  the  early  settlers  of  Hampshire 
county,  as  of  many  other  sections  of  New  England,  built  their  homes  on 
the  rocky  hillsides  and  cultivated  the  sterile  soil  of  the  uplands,  while  the 
rich  bottom-lands  were  frequently  neglected.  The  soil  of  Amherst  was 
fertile,  not  so  productive  as  the  meadows  of  Old  Hadley,  but  yielding  far 
better  return  to  the  labor  of  the  husbandnian  than  the  fields  of  iVlham, 
Prescott,  or  Shutesbury.  Farming  in  olden  times  was  conducted  as  a 
means  of  livelihood,  with  little  thought  and  little  hope  on  the  part  of  the 
laborer  of  acquiring  wealth.  The  farmer  raised  the  grain  and  vegetables 
and  meat  that  provided  himself  and  family  with  food,  and  any  surplus  was 
sold  or  exchanged  for  other  simple  necessities  of  life.  Engaged  in  such 
occupations,  the  people  of  a  community  would  be  neither  very  rich  or  very 
poor.  'J'here  was  little  display  of  wealth,  and,  on  the  other  hand,  but  little 
real  poverty.  Scientific  agriculture  was  but  a  possibility  of  tiie  future. 
The  same  acres  were  tilled  and  crops  of  similar  kind  were  raised  by  father, 
son,  and  grandson,  down  through  succeeding  generations.  Farming  con- 
sisted largely  of  manual  labor:  the  couiltless  number  of  hihor-saving 
appliance's  nC)W  in  use  had  existence  then,  if  at  all,  only  in  the  brains  of 
tfieir  inventors. 

l''or  many  years  after  the  first  settlement  of  the  Connecticut  \'alley 
by  the  l'",ngli.sh,  the  sta])le  crops  there  ])r()(luced  weie  wheat  and  Indian 
corn.  The  latter  staj^le  was  easily  cultivated,  produced  generous  creeps, 
and  from  the   Indians  the  settlers  learned   how  to  fasliic)!!  it  into  manv 
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toothsome  articles  of  diet.  To  "rye  and  Indian  "  bread  New  England 
theology  and  education  and  industry  are  deeply  indebted.  To  these  staple 
crops  additions  were  made  from  time  to  time.  Rye  and  oats  and  barley 
and  Hax,  peas  and  beans  and  pumpkins,  all  were  early  introduced  and 
furnished  profitable  crops.  But  few  potatoes  were  raised  until  near  the 
end  of  the  eighteenth  century.  Spanish  potatoes  were  in  use  by  some;  it 
is  stated  that  Amherst  people  were  compelled  to  call  on  Pelham  residents 
to  learn  from  them  how  to  raise  potatoes  and  turnips.  A  little  tobacco 
was  raised  in  the  earlier  years,  but  it  did  not  gain  prominence  as  a  crop 
until  a  comparatively  recent  time.  Considerable  broom-corn  was  raised 
and  the  product  manufactured  into  brooms  and  brushes  by  local  industry. 

Uoubtless  there  w^ere  many  interesting  facts  and  incidents  connected 
with  agricultural  pursuits  in  Amherst  in  the  olden  time.  They  were 
unchroniclcd,  and  from  lack  of  accurate  data  must  remain  so.  It  was  not 
until  societies  for  the  promotion  of  agriculture  were  establised  that  records 
were  kept  of  the  farmers'  doings.  The  lirst  agricultural  society  in  Western 
Massachusetts  was  organized  at  Pittsfield  in  18 10.  It  was  incorporated 
the  following  year,  under  the  name  of  "I'he  Berkshire  Agricultural  Society, 
for  the  promotion  of  Agriculture  and  Manufactures.''  Three  years  later, 
the  General  Court  passed  the  following  special  act,  under  date  of  June  11  : 

"An  act  to  incorporate  the  Hampshire  Agricultural  Society  : — 
Be  it  enacted,  etc.— 

Sect.  I.  That  Robert  Cuder,  Calvin  Merrill,  Rufus  Cowls,  Samuel  F.  Dick- 
inson. Hezekiah  W.  Strong,  Enos  Baker,  Jolm  Strong,  Elijah  Boltwood.  Simeon 
Strong,  Giles  C.  Kellogg,  Horace  Merrill,  Charles  Phelps  and  Isaac  Abercrombie, 
their  associates  and  successors,,  be,  and  they  are  liereby  made  a  Corporation,  by 
the  name  of  -the  Hampshire  Agricultural  Society,  for  the  purpose  of  promoting 
A^^riculture ;  and  for  this  purpose  shall  have  the  same  powers  and  privileges,  and 
be  subject  to  the  like  duties  and  restrictions,  as  the  other  incorporated  Agricultural 
Societies  in  this  Commonwealth;  and  the  Corporation  may  hold  and  possess  real 
estate,  not  exceeding  the  value  of  five  thousand  dollars,  and  the  annual  income  of 
its  personal  estate  shall  not  exceed  the  value  of  three  thousand  dollars. 

Sect.  2.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  any  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  tiie  county  of 
Hampshire  is  hereby  authorized  to  issue  a  warrant,  directed  to  one  of  the  members 
rthove-named.  recpiirin.i^  him  to  notify  and  warn  the  tirst  meetini::  of  said  Society, 
lo  be  iield  in  Amlierst.  in  said  County,  at  such  convenient  time  and  place  in  said 
town  as  may  be  appointed  in  said  warrant,  to  organize  the  said  Society,  by  electing 
t!ie  necessary  officers,  and  formin^:;  rules  and  regulations  for  the  government  of  the 
society."  ' 

.Neither  town  or  county  records  contain  any  mention  of  this  society. 
I  here  is  nothing  to  show  that  it  was  ev(;r  organized  or  existed  in  anything 
e.^e  than  nauic.  Tlie  charter  is  of  interest  as  showing  tiiat  Amlierst  men 
^^'•rc  fully  abreast  of  the  times  in  agricultural  as  well  as  edticational  matters. 
It  i^  nuercsting  to  note  that  among  the  names  of  the  incorporators  are  those 
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of  two  men  who  uere  connected  with  the  organization  of  Amherst  Academy 
in  1812.  In  181S,  the  "Hampshire,  Hampden  and  FrankHn  Agricultural 
Society  "  was  organized  and  incorporated,  representing  with  distinguished 
success  for  many  years  the  agricultural  interests  of  the  large  territory 
embraced  in  the  limits  of  old  Hampshire  county.  Amherst  men  took 
part  in  its  organization  and  Amherst  farniers  were  among  its  strongest  sup- 
porters. The  old  "Three  Counties  "  society  has  a  long  and  honorable 
history,  in  which  its  members  living  in  Amherst  take  just  pride.  During 
the  decade  beginning  in  1840,  great  interest  was  awakened  throughout  the 
state  in  matters  pertaining  to  agricultural  education  and  scientific  agricul- 
ture, l^resident  Edward  Hitchcock  was  a  leader  in  this  movement,  and 
Amherst  naturally  became  a  center  of  intelligence  and  activity  in  connec- 
tion with  it.  I'he  interest  in  agricultural  matters  thus  aroused  took  practical 
shape,  in  1S46,  in  the  holding  of  Amherst's  first  cattle-show. 

In  the  autumn  of  1S46,  meetings  were  held  in  the  town,  at  which 
committees  were  appointed  to  make  arrangements  for  a  cattle-show. 
These  committees  prosecuted  their  work  with  diligence  ;  the  show  was  held 
on  the  common,  Nov.  12,  and  was  pronounced  by  a  spectator  one  of  the 
greatest,  if  not  the  greatest,  display  of  cattle  ever  exhibited  in  Hampshire 
county."  The  exhibits  included  neat  stock,  horses,  swine  and  sheep; 
there  were  144  yoke  of  cattle  and  40  horses.  Over  one  hundred  persons 
sat  down  at  table  at  the  dinner  which  was  prepared  and  served  at  the 
Amherst  house.  Hon.  Edward  Dickinson  presided,  with  President  Hitch- 
cock on  his  right  and  Rev.  Professor  U'arner  on  his  left  ;  divinity,  science 
and  law  bestowed  their  blessings  on  the  enterprise.  A  committee  was 
appointed,  consisting  of  one  member  from  each  school  district  in  the  town, 
to  make  necessary  arrangements  for  the  organization  of  a  town  agricultural 
society.  The  second  cattle-show  was  held  in  1S47.  It  was  described  by 
the  Ex/>?rss  as  a  "mass  meeting  of  the  farmers."  By  the  middle  of  the 
forenoon  of  the  day  appointed  the  common  was  covered  with  men  and 
animals.  There  was  a  large  display  of  cattle.  An  exhibition  of  fruits 
and  vegetables  was  made  in  Sweetser's  hall ;  there,  also,  the  ladies  presided 
at  tables  where  articles  were  sold  for  charitable  purposes.  Xorth  Amherst 
provided  a  band,  which  "discoursed  sweet  mu.sic  at  different  times  through- 
out the  day."  At  the  cattle-show  held  in  184S,  premiums  were  first 
awarded.  The  committee  of  arrangements  had  no  money,  but  they 
distributed  patent  right  deeds  on  inventions  of  Major  jost^:)!)  Culton,  of 
a  nominal  value  of  Si  0,000,  but  in  actual  value  problematical.  Tiie  cattle- 
show  of  1849  was  held  (  )ct.  31.  It  surpassed  in  many  features  anything 
of  similar  nature  that  had  taken  place  in  Hampshire  county  east  of  tiie 
Connecticut  river.     The  display  of  cattle  was  larger  than  ever  l)jf(Ke  pre- 
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sented  at  a  similar  show  in  ?^Iassachusetts.  There  were  exhibited  260 
pairs  of  working  cattle,  including  69  yoke  from  l.everett  and  52  yoke  from 
South  Amherst.  Over  200  persons  were  present  at  the  dinner,  which  was 
served  at  the  Amherst  house.  After  the  dinner,  Hon.  Myron  Lawrence  of 
Jielchertown  delivered  an  address  in  favor  of  railroads.  It  was  determined 
to  organize  an  agricultural  society.  On  motion  of  Alfred  IJaker,  it  was 
voted  that  the  farmers  of  the  eastern  part  of  Hampshire  County  form 
a  society  for  the  promotion  of  agriculture,  and,  as  a  preliminary  step,  a 
subscription  paper  was  passed  to  raise  the  necessary  funds.  Over  $300 
was  subscribed  at  the  time.  The  statement  was  made  that  the  town  of 
Amherst  was  pledged  to  raise  $500  of  the  $1,000  necessary  to  secure  a 
charter  from  the  state,  if  other  towns  in  the  neighborhood  would  make  up 
the  remainder. 

In  April,  1S50,  the  following  act  was  passed  by  the  General  Court: 

"An  Act  to  incorporate  the  East  Hampshire  Agricultural  Society:  — 
Alfred  Baker,  Edward  Dickinson,  Luke  Sweetzer,  their  associates  and  suc- 
cessors, are  hereby  made  a  corporation,  by  the  name  of  the  East  Hampshire 
Agricultural  Society,  for  the  encouragement  of  agriculture  and  the  mechanic  arts, 
by  premiums  and  other  means,  in  the  town  of  Amherst,  in  the  county  of  Hamp- 
shire, vv'ith  all  the  powers  and  privileges,  and  subject  to  all  the  duties,  liabilities 
and  restrictions,  set  forth  in  the  forty-second  and  forty-fourth  chapters  of  the 
Revised  Statutes,  and  all  subsequent  acts  concerning  agricultural  societies:  and 
said  coi"poration  may  hold  and  manage  real  estate,  not  exceeding  in  value  the  sum 
of  fifteen  thousand  dollars,  and  personal  estate  not  exceeding  the  same  sum,  for 
the  purposes  aforesaid." 

This  act  was  approved  by  the  governor.  May  1.  The  following  act 
was  passed  by  the  General  Court  in  May,  1S51  : 

"An  Act  concerning  the  East  Hampshire  Agricultural  Society: 
The  East  Hampshire  Agricultural  Society,  in  the  county  of  Hampshire,  shall 
after  the  passing  of  this  act,  be  called  and  known  by  the  name  of  the  Hampshire 
Agricultural  Society. 

Sect.  2.  The  said  society  shall  be  entitled  on  the  same  terms  as  other  incor- 
porated agricultural  societies,  to  receive  annually,  out  of  the  treasury  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, such  sums  as  any  other  agricultural  society  may  receive,  under  the 
provisions  of  chapter  forty-two  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  notwithstanding  the 
restriction  of  section  seven  of  that  cliapter." 

When  the  act  of  incorporation  was  passed  in  1S50,  the  incorporators 
did  not  possess,  in  that  capacity,  property  to  the  amount  of  $3,000,  which 
\\as  necessary  in  order  to  secure  an  annual  bounty  of  $600  from  the  state. 
Measures  were  at  once  instituted  to  raise  a  permanent  fund  sufficiently 
huge  to  secure  this  state  bounty.  These  measures  were  successful,  and 
•11  iS^i  the  treasurer  rejiorted  a  permanent  fund,  securely  invested  and 
be.iring  interest,  amounting  to  53,150.    'i'he   society  was  org.mized  under 
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the  charter,  Aug.  20,  1850.  Alfred  Ijaker  was  elected  president  and  James 
W.  Bo3-den  secretary  and  treasurer.  The  Massachusetts  Agricultural 
society  donated  to  the  Hampshire  society,  in  1850,  a  pair  of  North  Devon 
cattle.  The  society  voted  at  its  first  meeting,  that  ladies  be  admitted  to 
seats  on  cattle-show  day."  The  society  held  its  first  fair  and  cattle-show, 
after  organization,  on  the  common,  Oct.  30,  1850.  It  was  a  gala  occasion 
for  the  residents  in  Amherst  and  adjoining  towns.  The  day  was  ushered 
in  by  the  firing  of  cannon.  Soon  after  sunrise  the  common  was  dotted 
with  oyster-booths,  auction-stands,  gingerbread  and  cider-carts  and  all  the 
side-shows  which  in  olden  time  were  considered  a  necessary  adjunct  of  the 
cattle-show  and  which  in  some  places  still  survive.  Long  before  noon  the 
common  was  crowded  with  men,  women,  children,  cattle  and  horses.  A 
procession  was  formed  and,  headed  by  the  Amherst  Artillery  company, 
marched  to  the  First  church  building,  where  an  address  was  delivered  by 
Professor  Fowler.    There  were  many  ladies  present  on  this  occasion. 

The  society  grew  and  prospered.  At  the  cattle-show  in  1S51,  500 
cattle  were  exhibited,  390  working  oxen,  123  horses,  600  specimens  of 
poultry.  Of  the  working  oxen,  202  came  from  lielchcrtown,  decorated 
with  flags  and  attached  to  a  spacious  car  which  was  occupied  by  iSi 
persons,  including  the  Belchertown  brass  band.  During  the  year,  the 
society  had  gained  300  life  members  and  its  total  membership  was  640. 
Its  officers  were  :  President,  Alfred  Baker  ;  vice-presidents,  Luke  Sweetser, 
Joseph  Smith  of  Hadley,  Paoli  Lathrop  of  South  Hadley,  J.  P.  Woods  of 
Enfield,  Horace  Henderson  of  Sunderland  ;  secretary  and  treasurer, 
James  W.  Boyden  ;  executive  committee,  Horace  Kellogg,  Samuel  Powers 
of  Hadley,  Charles  Adams,  \\'illram  Thayer  of  lielchertown,  Asa  L.  Field 
of  Leverett,  Benjamin  W  itt  of  Granby,  W.  M.  Kellogg.  Marshall  P. 
Wilder  represented  the  state  board  of  agriculture  at  the  fair,  and  delivered 
an  interesting  address,  in  course  of  which  he  said  :  "  It  is  particularly 
cheering  to  all  who  have  at  heart  the  advancement  of  agriculture,  to  w  itness 
the  large  number  of  professional  gentlemen,  for  which  Amherst  is  so 
celebrated,  coming  forward,  with  a  helping  hand,  and  cooperating  with  the 
intelligent  farmers  of  Flampshire  County,  in  behalf  of  an  institution  for 
the  promotion  of  that  most  important  and  useful  pursuit,  the  culture  of 
mother  earth."  In  this  one  sentence  Mr.  Wilder  struck  the  keynote  of  the 
society's  prosperity  in  its  earlier  years;,  it  had  the  good  wishes  and  hearty 
support  of  all  classes  in  the  community. 

In  1853,  the  executixe  committee  met  in  April  and  prepared  a  list  of 
premiums,  which  was  printed  and  coi)ies  were  posted  in  more  than  200 
public  places  in  the  towns  from  which  the  society  drew  its  supj)ort. 
'i'hirty-four  conunitlee.s  were  appointed  to  awartl  })remiums  in  as  many 
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difterent  classes.  Many  of  these  classes  correspond  with  those  in 
which  premiums  are  offered  by  the  society  at  the  present  time; 
others,  no  longer  in  existence,  were :  Plowing  with  oxen,  plowing  with 
horses,  subsoil  plowing,  meadow  lands  and  manures.  In  1S54,  for 
the  first  time,  the  fair  and  cattle-show  was  held  two  days.  Over  600 
persons  competed  for  premiums.  On  the  second  day,  a  procession  was 
formed  and  marched  through  the  streets  to  the  First  Congregational  church 
building  where  the  annual  address  was  delivered,  after  which  the  procession 
again  formed  and  marched  to  the  Amherst  house,  where  dinner  was  served. 
The  society  voted  that  its  prosperity  and  usefulness  would  be  promoted  by 
a  larger  and  more  convenient  hall.  The  indoor  exhibits  were  displayed  in 
Sweetser's  hall  and  Phoenix  hall.  The  fair  in  1855  was  graced  by  the 
presence  of  Governor  Gardner  and  Lieutenant-Governor  fjrow^n.  The 
permanent  fund  amounted  to  $3,570.20,  of  which  $2,427.77  was  invested 
in  loans  on  mortgages  of  real  estate.  Premiums  were  awarded  amounting 
to  $367.37.  In  the  report  of  the  transactions  for  the  year,  the  following 
prediction  is  found  :  "  The  public  spirit  of  the  inhabitants  of  Amherst 
will  doubtless  soon  furnish  that  enterprising  town  with  a  suitable  town  hall, 
which  will  also  accommodate  an  annual  exhibition  and  secure  its  contin- 
uance at  Amherst."  An  interesting  prophecy,  but  a  generation  was  to 
pass  away  ere  it  was  fulfilled  even  in  part.  From  4,000  to  5,000  persons 
attended  the  society's  exhibition  in  1S56.  There  were  nearly  Soo  entries 
for  exhibit  and  premium.  During  the. year  a  part  of  the  basement  story 
of  the  First  Congregational  church  building  had  been  partitioned  off, 
suitably  fitted  and  furnished,  and  christened  Agricultural  Hall.  The  room 
was  75  feet  in  length  by  62  in  width.  One-half  the  expense  was  borne  by 
tlie  Agricultural  society,  on  condition  that  it  should  have  the  use  of  the 
room  for  exhibitions,  on  payment  of  a  suitable  rent,  and  also  have  one-half 
tlic  income  from  the  rent  of  the  hall. 

Nothing  occurred  to  mar  the  prosperity  of  the  society  until  the  year 
1859,  wiicn  tliere  arose  a  controversy  which  threatened  for  a  time  its  very 
e.\i>tence.  The  facts  of  the  case  aj^pear  to  be  embodied  in  a  statement 
made  by  Levi  Stockbridge,  at  that  time  a  resident  of  Hadley  and  a  member 
of  llif  society's  executive  committee,  which  forms  a  part  of  tiie  report  of 
ihc  society's  transactions,  published  in  i860.  This  statement  may  be 
summarized  as  follows  :  For  several  y6ars  after  its  organization,  the  society 
^  as  dtjj)fndent  on  individuals  and  the  towns  for  groimds  and  halls  for  e.xhibi- 
ti'»:MisfS.  hi  course  of  time,  the  ofticers  found  it  necessary  to  build  a  hall, 
un.uuiiorized  l)y  the  society,  which  up  to  i860  had  been  the  only  public 
l^  dl  in  .\niiicrst.  At  its  annual  nieeting  in  1859,  tlie  society  was  informed 
t!i.il  tlie  grounds  on  whic  li  it.s  shows  were  held  had  been  granted  to  another 
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association  and  would  not  again  be  opened  to  their  use.  There  had  been 
for  many  years  a  growing  conviction  in  the  minds  of  many  members  of 
the  society  that  it  should  own  grounds  on  which  to  hold  its  annual  exhi- 
bitions, in  order  to  increase  its  income  and  add  to  the  pleasure  of  the 
occasions.  Nearly  all  the  agricultural  societies  in  the  state  had  grounds 
of  their  own  and  were  prospering,  while  the  Hampshire  society  seemed  to 
be  losing  its  hold  on  the  interest  and  synipathies  of  the  farming  community. 
The  income  of  its  permanent  fund  and  a  large  portion  of  the  state  bounty 
was  used  in  payment  of  current  expenses,  and  no  additions  were  made  to 
the  fund.  Notice  had  been  received  from  the  secretary  of  the  State  Board 
of  Agriculture  that  the  bounty  would  be  withheld  unless  it  was  used  in 
payment  of  premiums  or  added  to  the  fund.  The  society  had  arrived  at  a 
point  where  something  must  be  done  to  revive  its  v/aning  prosperity. 

With  all  these  facts  and  reasons  before  them,  and  after  a  full  and  free 
discussion  of  the  subject  in  all  its  bearings,  the  society  voted  by  a  large 
majority  to  instruct  its  executive  committee  to  purchase  or  lease  grounds 
and  fit  them  for  exhibition  purposes,  if  it  could  be  done  within  the  limits 
of  the  fund.  Some  members  expressed  fears  that  the  measure  would  be 
demoralizing  in  its  influence,  from  the  undue  preponderance  it  would  give 
to  the  exhibition  of  horses ;  they  feared,  also,  that  the  permanent  fund 
might  be  lost  or  impaired  by  taking  it  from  mortgage  investments  and 
spending  it  on  grounds  and  fixtures,  but  all  appeared  willing  to  give  the 
plan  a  trial.  As  soon  as  possible  the  committee  began  their  labors  in 
accordance  with  the  vote.  It  was  considered  very  desirable  to  procure 
grounds  near  the  center  village,  and  much  time  and  labor  was  expended 
in  efforts  to  that  end.  But  the  attempt  was  a  failure.  Owing  to  the  nature 
of  the  soil,  inequalities  of  surface  and  the  price  of  land  in  that  vicinity,  it 
was  found  impracticable.  A  location  was  selected  at  East  Amherst,  one 
and  one-fourth  miles  from  the  common.  A  plot  of  land  containing  sixteen 
and  one-half  acres,  with  soil  well  suited  for  the  intended  purpose,  was 
bought  for  SG50.  When  it  became  known  that  a  site  had  been  selected 
and  probably  purchased,  great  dissatisfaction  was  expressed  in  certain 
quarters,  and  an  attempt  was  made  to  prevent  the  accomplishment  of  the 
plans  decided  on  b)  the  otficers.  A  meeting  of  the  disaffected  was  held 
and  resolutions  were  passed,  couched  in  strong  terms,  impugning  the 
motives  and  condenming  the  course  0/  the  oflicers.  The  officers  thereupon 
called  a  meeting  of  the  society,  to  see  what  action  it  would  take  in  refer- 
ence to  show-grounds.  The  meeting  was  held  in  April  and  attracted  a 
large  attendance.  After  a  protracted  hearing  of  the  facts  in  the  case, 
resolutions  were  passed  ai)pro\  ing  the  course  ado{)ted  by  tiie  committee  in 
regard  to  location,  and  instructing  them  to  proceed  in  their  work  of  fitting 
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up  the  grounds.  A  vote  was  also  passed,  by  a  large  majority,  authorizing 
them  to  build  a  hall  on  the  grounds,  provided  they  could  raise  $i,ooo  and 
<lo  it  without  involving  the  society  in  debt. 

The  committee  'continued  their  work  with  renewed  activity.  The 
(grounds  were  inclosed  bv  a  hio;h  board  fence,  a  model  half-mile  track  was 
graded,  all  ground  in  the  enclosure  was  plowed,  leveled  and  smoothed, 
seats  for  the  people  and  a  judges'  stand  were  erected,  and  wells  were  dug 
for  the  accommodation  of  stock.  The  time  approached  for  holding  the 
exhibition,  but  no  hall  had  been  built  ;  the  committee  were  unable  to  secure 
the  $i,ooo  needed.  In  this  emergency,  several  public-spirited  citizens 
came  forward  and  gave  their  personal  obligations  to  the  amount  of  $500. 
As  this  made  up  the  sum  needed,  a  contract  was  made  with  John  H.. 
Haskins  to  erect  a  building  100  feet  long  by  50  wide,  with  a  hall  below 
for  exhibition  purposes  and  one  above  for  dinners  and  addresses.  The 
contract  was  made  in  September,  and  nota'stick  of  timber  had  been  cut 
tor  the  building,  but  by  the  energy  and  skill  of  the  contractor  the  founda- 
tions were  laid  and  the  superstructure  completed  ready  for  use  by  Oct.  10.. 
The  hall  was  large  enough  to  seat  1,000  persons  comfortably. 

An  article  in  the  HaiJipshire  Exp) ess  under  date  of  March  16,  1S60, 
affords  some  additional  information.  The  executive  committee  were  unan- 
imous in  their  decision  to  purchase  16  acres  of  land  at  East  Amherst,  of 
Charles  Dickinson  and  Philip  D.  Spaulding.  They  had  used  every  exer- 
tion to  secure  land  near  the  village,  but  were  unable  to  do  so  without 
incurring  a  debt,  which  was  expressly  forbidden  by  the  society.  The  com- 
mittee bargained  for  a  piece  of  land  belonging  to  Pomeroy  Cutler,  which 
is  now  intersected  by  Lincoln  avenue,  but  when  this  had  been  examined 
by  a  civil  engineer  they  learned  that  the  cost  of  grading  alone  would 
exceed  the  cost  of  both  land  and  grading  at  East  Amherst.  The  soil  of 
the  grounds  at  the  center  was  also  unsuitable  for  a  race-track.  The  com- 
mittee were  influenced  somewhat  in  their  choice  by  a  desire  to  awaken 
interest  and  secure  stronger  support  for  the  society  from  the  farmers  in 
llelchertown.  In  the  same  issue  of  the  Express  was  published  a  call  for  a 
meeting  of  the  disaffected  members,  signed  by  172  names,  eml)racing  those 
of  many  men  who  had  been  prominent  in  the  organization  of  the  society. 

Hampshire  Hall  and  Park  were  christened  and  djdicated  on  the 
evening  of  Xov.  2,  1866.  In  the  early  part  of  the  evening  a  concert  was 
iicld  in  tile  hall,  attracting  an  audience  which  filled  it  to  the  doors.  At 
the  conclusion  of  the  concert,  an  historical  sketch  of  the  society  was  j-jre- 
Nented  by  L-vi  Stockbridge,  who  moved  that  the  iialt  and  grounds  be 
r'  Uued  in  honor  of  the  society's  ])resident,  William  S.  Clark.  Hon.  Itliamar 
I-.C(jnkey  mo\ed  that  the  name  be  Hampshire  Hall  and   l*ark,  and  this- 
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motion  was  carried  by  unanimous  vote.  The  christening  ceremony  was 
then  performed  by  President  Clark,  who  said:  "  By  virtue  of  authority 
conferred  upon  me  by  a  special  vote  of  the  executive  committee  of  the 
Hampshire  County  agricultural  society,  and  by  the  unanimous  consent  of 
this  assembly,  composed  as  it  is  largely  of  members  of  this  society,  I  for- 
mally set  apart  and  solemnly  devote  these  grounds  and  this  hall  to  the 
noble  purposes  of  the  society,  to  wit :  '  The  encouragement  and  promotion 
■of  Agriculture  and  the  Mechanic  Arts,'  and  I  denounce  as  profanation 
any  use  of  them  which  conllicts  with  the  principles  of  sound  moralit)-. 
In  performing  the  last  act  of  this  ceremony,  1  shall  sprinkle  the  door  of 
this  building  not  with  oil  or  wine  which  have  been  commonly  employed 
upon  similar  occasions,  but  with  pure  water  of  our  own  famous  New  England 
river,  the  bi^autiful  and  ever  bountiful  Connecticut.  Now,  therefore,  I 
■declare  the  name  of  this  edifice  to  be  Hampshire  Hall;  and  the  name  of 
this  enclosure  to  be  Plampshire  Park,  and  may  these  names  be  preserved 
and  untarnished  to  remotest  generations."  The  assembly  then  joined  in 
singing  a  hymn  of  dedication,  composed  by  Charles  H.  Sweetser,  to  the 
tune  of  "  Auld  Lang  Syne." 

The  purchase  of  the  grounds  and  erection  of  the  hall  alienated  from 
the  society's  support  many  who  had  heretofore  been  active  in  the  promo- 
tion of  its  interests.  The  total  membership  of  the  society  in  1S60  was 
1056.  Of  these,  43S  were  residents  of  Amherst,  12S  of  Hadley.  126  of 
Sunderland,  71  of  I.everett,  48  of  Pelchertown,  36  of  Granby,  33  of 
Pelham,  32  of  South  Hadley,  27  of  Northampton,  20  of  Enfield,  12  of 
Ware.  Others  were  resident  in  various  parts  of  New  England,  the  Southern 
and  Western  states.  As  these  were  all  life  memberships,  there  was  no 
immediate  decrease  in  the  list,  but  many  of  the  farmers  and  business  men 
-ceased  to  take  an  active  interest  in  the  society's  aftairs  and  in  the  annual 
exhibition.  The  distance  of  the  fair-grounds  from  the  center  village 
detracted  largely  from  attendance  at  the  cattle-shows,  and  this  was  still 
further  reduced  by  the  charging  of  an  admission  fee.  The  building  of  a 
race-track  and  the  holding  of  horse-races  was  disapproved  by  many. 
The  excitement  attendant  on  the  civil  war  had  an  unfa\'orable  effect  on  the 
.society's  affairs,  and  it  entered  upon  a  period  of  decline  from  which  it  has 
never  fully  recovered.  Within  the  past  few  years  an  earnest  efforl  has 
been  made  to  restore  the  society  to  the  commanding  position  in  public 
favor  wldch  it  once  enjoyed,  and  with  a  measure  of  success.  A  now  and 
•commodious  grand-stand  has  been  erected,  new  horse-sheds  iiave  been 
built,  the  old  fence  has  been  i)ariially  rebuilt  and  extensive  •  repairs  ha\  e 
been  made  upc^n  the  hall,  'i'he  societv  is  to-day  in  a  more  prosjierous 
•condition  tiian  for  many  years  in  the  past,  with  an  encouraging  oulKxjk  for 
the  future. 
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The  dairy  industry  in  Amherst  attained  prominence  at  an  early  date.. 
In  the  early  '40s  it  was  the  fourth  town  in  the  state  in  the  amount  of  butter 
produced.    It  was  not  until  1882  that  the  owners  of  dairy  herds  decided  to 
avail  themselves  of  the  advantages  of  cooperation  in  carrying  on  their 
Inisiness.    The  Amherst  Cooperative  Creamery  association  was  organized 
June  I,  1SS2,  with  a  capital  stock  of  $2,700,  which  in  1S89  was  increased 
to  53,700.    The  first  oflicers  elected  were  :  Directors,  Edmund  Ilobart, 
I-Iavel  Gaylbrd.  Charles  Lawton,  J.  E.  Merrick.  Henry  C.  West;  president, 
}'"dniund  Hobart;  treasurer,  Charles  S.  Smith;  clerk,  William  A.  Magill.. 
The  above  were  the  only  charter  members  of  the  association,  but  the  stock 
was  soon  distributed  among  59  farmers,  and  since  the  increase  of  capital 
the  membership  has  averaged  close   to   100.     ^lembership  has  been 
restricted  to  ''persons  directly  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits."  The 
tirst  creamery  building  was  built  in  1882,  and  the  product  was  first  placed 
i>n  the  market  in  December  of  that  year.    The  second  building  was  erected 
in  the  fall  of  18S8.    The'receipts  of  cream  in  1883  were  399,324  spaces 
in  1S92  this  had  risen  to  1,907,206  spaces,  equivalent  to  something  like. 
300,000  pounds  of  butter.    In  the  first  ten  years  of  its  existence,  the 
association  paid  to  its  patrons  over  a  half-million  dollars  for  cream.  The 
stockholders  have  recei\'ed  an  annual  dividend  of  six  per  cent,  per  annum 
on  their  investment.    The  principal  market  for  the  product  is  found  in  the. 
cities  and  towns  of  Hampden  county.    The  Bay  State  Creamery  associa- 
tion was  organized  in  January,  1889.    The  capital  stock  was  52,500,  the 
number  of  charter  members  15.    The  creamery  building  was  erected  in 
1 888.    The  original  officers  were  :  Directors,  E.  A.  King,  Salmon  W'ake- 
tK'ld,  E.  L.  Stone,  i*hilip  Y).  Spaulding,  \\\  A.  Dickinson  ;  president,  PI  A. 
King;  clerk  and  treasurer,  E.  O.  Curtiss.    The  annual  product  is  about 
155.000  pounds  of  butter,  valued  at  some  545,000.    I'he  principal  market 
i>  found  in  Holyoke. 

Of  interest  and  value  in  this  connection  are  the  following  agricidtural 
■'statistics,  those  for  1837  taken  from  Ifigelow's  "  Branchesof  Industry  "  for 
the  Near  ending  April  i,  those  for  1S45  from  Palfrey's  manual,  and  those 
tor  1S55  from  the  Massachusetts  census  report. 

'*^37^  there  were  owned  in  Amherst  42  Saxony  sheep,  698  merino, 
and  1090  of  other  kinds.  I'he  Saxony  wool  produced  amounted  to  105 
I'o'.nids,  the  merino  to  1S32  pounds,  other  kinds  to  306S  pounds.  The 
aver.Hge  weight  of  fleece  was  two  and  three-fourths  pounds,  the  value  of 
liie  wool  product  5i,6io,  aiul  the  capital  in\ested  53,264. 

In  i8.}5,  there  were  owned  in  Amherst  2,054  sheep,  \alued  at  52,568  ; 
5  IjMi.scs^  \  alued  at  515,120;  1,668  neat  cattle,  valued  at  530,083  ;  625 
''•'••'K-.  valued  at  59,375.     The  farm  crops  produced  and  their  estimated 
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'valuation  was  as  follows:  Corn,  18,930  bushels,  $12,683;  wheat.  311 
bushels,  $389  ;  rye,  6.586  bushels,  $4,940-  oats,  8,903  bushels,  $3,116: 
beans,  200  bushels,  $250;  buckwheat,  500  bushels,  $250;  potatoes,  1,691 
bushels,  $4,022  ;  other  esculent  vegetables,  750  bushels,  $137  ;  hay,  3.900 
^ons,  $29,250 ;  fruit,  4,805  bushels,  $1,600;  hops,  950  pounds,  Sioo ; 
tobacco,  29,638  pounds,  $1,630;  butter,  82,447  pounds,  $10,306;  cheese. 
■37,425  pounds,  $2,245  ;  honey,  422  pounds;  $53  ;  broom  seed,  4,526 
bushels,  $1,131  ;  broom  brush,  65,659  pounds,  $3,939. 

In  1855,  there  were  owned  in  Amherst  429  horses,  valued  at  $33,900: 
•741  sheep.  $1,417  ;  541  oxen  and  steers,  $23,448  ;  i.i 27  cows  and  heifers. 
-$27,691  ;  525  swine,  $4,500.  P\irm  products  and  their  valuations  were  as 
follows  :  Butter,  62,875  po^^^ic^s,  $12,575  ;  cheese,  30,750  pounds,  $3,075  : 
-honey,  220  pounds,  $44;  Indian  corn,  873  acres,  828,512  ;  broom  corn. 
84  acres,  $5,040;  broom  seed,  50  bushels  per  acre,  $1,260;  wheat,  19 
acres,  $648  ;  rye,  593  acres,  $6,685  '  barley,  2  acres,  $63  ;  oats,  3 1 o  acres. 
$4,090;  potatoes,  238  acres,  $11,348;  onions,  one  acre,  $315;  turnips, 
vone  and  one-acre,  $1 9.  •  '  - 


CHAPTER  XXXVi. 


Manufacturing  Interests'. — Paper  Making. — Textile  Industries.—- 
Amherst    Cotion  Facjorv. — Woolen    :\Iills.— Hat  Mani- 

.  FACTURING.  K    M.    HiLLS   iSj    .SoN.  — IrON   AND     StEEL  INIaNU- 

FACTURES. — Kellogg  Plane  Factory. — The  Roper  Repeamxi; 
Rifle. — Powie  Knife  Pistols. — Hoop  Skirts. — Wire  Goo d>. 
—  Cooking  Stoves. — Carriage  Making.  —Children's  Car- 
ria(;es  and  Sleds. 

-  While  Amherst  has  never  been  a  manufacturiuL!;  center,  it  has  l)een 
Xhe  home  of  extensive  and  diversified  manufacturing,^  industries.  The  tw 
streams  that  flow  throu;^h  tlie  town  furnish  a  water-power  which  has  been 
utilized  for  fully  an  hundred  years  for  manufacturing  purposes.  Some  o\ 
these  industries  were  successful  for  a  time,  but  the  i;reat  majority  proved 
losing  ventures  for  tliose  who  eng.iged  in  them.  In  olden  limes,  before 
the  railroad  era,  tlie  banks  of  New  Fngland  btreams  and  rivers  were  Inn- 
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(Iciecl  by  mills  and  factories,  located  where  good  water-power  could  be 
secured  at  small  expense,  with  little  regard  for  centers  of  population  or  for 
markets.  As  railways  were-built,  and  steam-power  came  into  more  general 
ii>e,  there  arose  a  tendency  toward  the  centralization  of  manufacturing- 
industries  in  the  cities  and  larger  villages.  Ready  access  to  the  sources 
of  raw  materials  and  to  the  markets  for  the  manufactured  product  became 
a  necessity,  lacking  which  an  industry,  no  matter  how  old-established  or 
jMosperous  heretofore,  was  crowded  to  the  wall  by  competitors  more  favor- 
ablv  situated.  To  one  who  has  never  made  a  study  of  manufacturing  in 
Amherst,  the  number  and  variety  of  industries  which  have  flourislied  here 
at  various  times  must  prove  a  source  of  surprise.  Concerning  some  of 
these  but  little  reliable  data  can  be  secured  ;  the  records  of  others  are 
more  full  and  interesting. 

'i'he  first  factory  in  Amherst  of  which  there  is  any  existing  record  was 
situated  on  Mill  river,  just  above  the  ''City."  Jt  was  owned  in  1795  by  a 
man  named  Rowe,  who  was  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  paper.  About 
1S07,  Reuben  Roberts  came  from  Hartford,  Conn,  to  Amherst,  and  in 
company  with  a  man  named  Cox  bought  out  Rowe.  About  1S09,  Cox 
disposed  of  Iiis  interest  in  the  concern,  and  Reuben  Roberts  was  joined  by 
iiis  brother  Ephraim,  the  business  being  conducted  for  many  years  under 
the  firm  name  of  Roberts  Bros.  They  engaged  at  first  in  the  manufacture 
(»f  writing  paper,  most  of  the  work  being  done  by  hand,  the  stock  being 
reduced  to  pulp  by  the  rude  machinery  which  was  then  in  use.  They 
gathered  rags  through  all  the  counties  in  the  state  to  supply  their  mill,  and 
carried  the  finished  product  to  Albany  by  teams.  Their  mill  stood  in  the 
ravine  across  the.  stream  from  the  highway  leading  from  the  "City"  to 
*•  I'actory  Hollow.''  Tiie  business  established  one  hundred  years  ago  was 
cominued  by  the  descendants  of  Ephraim  and  Reuben  Roberts  until  1894, 
wlwn  the  mill,  then  owned  by  William  L.  and  Manning  Roberts,  was 
destroyed  by  incendiar}-  fire,  Aug.  3.  For  several  years  preceding  the  mill 
liad  been  employed  in  the  manufacture  of  wrapping  paper,  straw  and 
ieather-board.  with  an  output  of  about  one  ton  per  dav. 

Kpinaim  and  John  R.  Cushman  began  the  manufacture  of  paper  in 
^\liai  was  subsequently  known  as  the  '"old  mill,"  far  up  on  Mill  river,  in 
J  hey  were  sous  of  l4)hraim  Cushman  and  were  born  in  Amherst 
early  in  tiie  century.  In  1854.  they  'obtained  a  patent  for  a  process  of 
dryini,'  thick  paper  whereby  it  was  pievented  from  warping  out  of  shape. 
In  \^^(),  they  purchased  a  water  pri\iiege  further  down  the  stream  and 
cieLted  what  is  known  as  the  "  red  mill."  They  manufactured  straw-board 
•I'ul  leatlier-l)oard,  the  latter  under  a  patent  granted  to  Joiin  R.  Cushman. 
i ieatlier,  in  scraps  and  waste  bits-,  is  ground  int(j  pulp  as  in  the  ir.anu- 
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facture  of  paper  and  made  into  sheets  of  any  required  thickness.  Before 
the  introduction  of  railroads,  the  products  of  the  mills  were  carried  to 
Boston  by  teams.  The  business  thus  established  by  the  Cushman  broth- 
ers has  been  conducted  by  their  descendants  up  to  the  present  time.  In 
recent  years  there  has  been  added  to  the  business  the  manufacture  of 
"  button-board,"  a  material  from  which  small  pieces  are  punched  with  a 
die  and  manufactured  into  shoe-buttons.  In  1S63  A.  R.  Cushman  bought 
out  the  interest  of  Ephraim  Cushman,  and  the  firm  name  \vas  then 
J.  R.  Cushman  (S:  Son.  Ephraim  Cushman  then  bought  a  water 
privilege  in  "Factory  Hollow"  and  erected  a  mill  where,  in  part- 
nership with  his  sons,  he  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  printing  and 
manilla  paper.  In  1S66,  the  Cushman  Bros,  paper  mill  furnished  paper 
for  printing  the  New  York  Tribune.  This  mill  was  burned  in  1873  and  the 
business  was  given  up.  J.  R.  Cushman  (S>:  Son  continued  the  business  at 
the  "old  "'  mill  and  the  "red"  mill  until  1S78,  when  it  passed  into  the 
hands  of  Avery  R.  Cushman,  son  of  John  R.,  who  still  conducts  it.  In 
1871,  the  business  of  the  lirm  amounted  to  $75,000  annually;  since  then 
it  has  increased  considerably.  The  mills  at  present  employ  about  20 
hands,  turning  out  about  three  tons  of  straw,  leather  and  button-board  per 
day.  Feb.  5,  1891,  the  "old"  mill  was  burned  and  a  new  one  has  been 
erected  on  the  same  site. 

Sometime  in  the  '50s,  William  H.  Smith  and  John  Wiley  built  a  paper 
mill  in  what  was  known  as  "  Westville,'"  west  of  North  Amherst,  and  con- 
ducted business  under  the  name  of  the  Westville  Paper  company.  This 
mill  was  burned  ]\Iarch  17,  1S5S.  An  item  in  the  Express,  referring  to  the 
fire,  states  that  the  mill  had  not  been  running  for  some  time  and  the  fire 
was  doubtless  of  incendiary  origin. 

Bigelow's  statistics  for  the  year  ending  April  i,  1S37,  show  that  at 
that  time  there  were  two  paper-nfills  in  Amherst;  42  tons  of  paper  were 
manufactured,  valued  at  $7,000.  Eleven  males  and  seven  females  were 
employed  and  the  capital  invested  was  SS.ooo.  In  1845,  there  were  two 
mills;  the  stock  consumed  amounted  to  175  tons,  from  which  105  tons  of 
paper  were  made,  valued  at  $7,700.  The  caj^iial  invested  was  $7,700,  the 
number  of  employes  ten.  In  1855,  there  were  two  mills  in  oi)eration  ;  ihe 
stock  consumed  was  600  tons,  from  which  was  made  300  tons  of  jxiper 
valued  at  524,000.  I'he  capital  in\'ested  was  $15,000,  the  number  of 
employes  25.  In  1865,  four  mills  were  in  operation;  tiiese  produced  150 
tons  of  wrai)ping  paper  valued  at  515,000,  and  700  tons  of  pa[:)er  and 
leather-board  valued  at  570.000.  I  he  cai)ital  invested  was  $26,000,  the 
number  of  employes  38. 

At  "  I-actory  Hollow,"  about  1809,  I'.benezer  Dickinson,  a  well-to-do 
farmer,  built  a  three-story  wooden  building  in  whic:h  to  spin  cotton  yarn  by 
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machinery.  He  had  no  experience  in  the  business  and,  as  a  natural  con- 
sequence, soon  became  hopelessly  involved.  He  borrowed  money  from 
neif^hbors  and  friends,  but  failed  to  put  the  business  on  a  paying  founda- 
tion and  it  passed  out  of  his  hands.  A  company  was  formed  in  1812  to 
conduct  the  business,  ten  men  investing  $1,000  each  in  the  enterprise. 
The  company  was  legally  incorporated  in  1S14,  under  the  following  charter, 
the  first  to  be  granted  to  Amherst  citizens  for  a  manufacturing  enterprise  : 

"An  Act  to  establish  the  Amherst  Cotton  Factory: 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  in  General  Court 
assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That  Levi  Collins,  Ebenezer  Mat- 
toon.  Samuel  F.  Dickinson,  Elijah  Eastman,  Robert  Douglass,  Nathan  Gilson, 
.Asa  Adams  and  Samuel  Perrin,  together  with  such  other  persons  as  may  here- 
after associate  with  them,  their  successors  and  assigns,  be,  and  tliey  herein-  are 
made  a  Corporation,  by  tlie  name  of  the  Amherst  Cotton  Factory,  for  the  purpose 
of  manufacturing  cotton  yarn  and  cloth,  in  the  town  of  Amherst,  in  the  county  of 
Plampshire  ;  and  for  that  purpose  shall  have  all  the  powers  and  privileges,  and  be 
subject  to  all  the  duties  and  requirements  contained  in  an  act  entitled  An  Act 
defining  the  general  powers  and  duties  of  Manufacturing  Corporations. 

lie  it  further  enacted.  That  the  said  Corporation  may  be  lawfully  seized  and 
possessed  of  such  real  estate,  not  exceeding  the  value  of  thirty  thousand  dollars,, 
and  such  personal  estate,  not  exceeding  fifty  thousand  dollars,  as  may  be  neces- 
sary and  convenient  for  carrying  on  the  manufacture  of  cotton  yarn  and  cloth  in 
said  town  of  Amherst." 

This  company  coriducted  the  mill  for  several  years,  manufacturing 
cotton  yarn  and  giving  it  out  to  families  to  be  woven  on  hand  looms.  As  none 
of  the  incorporators  had  any  knowledge  of  the  business,  they  engaged  the 
services  of  an  Englishman  named  Odber  to  take  charge  of  the  machinery. 
In  1S14,  L.  Collins,  agent  for  the  Amherst  Cotton  Manufacturing  company, 
advertised  that  machinery  of  all  kinds  for  cotton  and  woolen  manufacturing 
could  be  bought  of  the  company.  In  June,  1S14,  the  name  of  the  concern 
v.as  changed  to  the  Amherst  Cotton  Factory.  In  the  Hampshire  Gazette^ 
under  date  of  July  24,  1S22,  appears  the  following  notice  : 

"All  ])ersons  indebted  to  the  Amherst  Cotton  Factory,  either  by  Book  or 
Note,  are  hereby  called  upon  to  make  payment  by  the  First  of  August  next. 
Should  anyone  ne,L;lect  this  call,  they  may  expect  their  accounts  will  be  put  into 
odicr  hands  for  collection. 

For  the  Amhtrst  Cotton  Factory, 

IsRAKL  Sc(j>T'r,  Treasurer." 

I  lie  investment  proved  a  permanent  one,  the  cajntal  l)eing  exhausted 
l)y  poor  management  and  business  reverses.  Most  of  the  parties  engaged 
in  tiic  enterprise  gave  up  the  business  in  disgust,  but  Gen.  Mattoon  would 
s'-em  to  have  been  connected  w  ith  it  as  late  as  1S30.  Ebenezer  Dickinson, 
i^'e  (jfiginal  owner  c>f  the  mill,  broke  into  the  building  after  it  iiad  passed 
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from  his  possession  and  stole  a  quantity  of  cotton  yarn.  An  officer  armed 
with  a  search  warrant  found  the  yarn  stored  in  the  <^arret  of  his  dwelling. 
Dickinson  fled  to  Ohio,  where  he  died  in  poverty,  but  before  leax  iuL^ 
Amherst  he  recorded  his  curse  upon  the  ITollow,"  where  he  had  lost  his 
property.  The  ill  fortune  that  attended  for  many  years  the  various  enter- 
prises there  conducted  was  ascribed  by  many  to  the  effects  of  this  curse. 

Elnathan  Jones  was  in  possession  of  the  first  mill  as  early  as  1836, 
and  owned  and  conducted  the  business  until  the  mill  was  burned  in  1842  ; 
in  company  with  his  son  Thomas  he  rebuilt  the  mill  and  continued  the 
business.  In  the  early  '40s,  Thomas  Jones  owned  three  mills  in  the 
"  Hollow,"  where  he  manufactured  Kentucky  jeans.  He  sold  these  mills 
to  the  Amherst  ^Manufacturing  company.  I'his  company  was  chartered  in 
1846,  the  act  of  incorporation  bearing  date  of  Feb.  7,  and  giving  the  names 
of  Thomas  Jones,  John  S.  Adams  and  J.  jM.  W'hitcomb  as  principals  in 
the  venture.  The  business  of  the  corporation  was  the  manufacture  of- 
cotton  and  woolen  goods  in  Amherst,  and  it  was  authorized  to  issue  capital 
stock  to  an  amount  not  exceeding  $100,000.  The  company  sunk  all  its 
capital,  and  Jones  bought  the  mills  again  in  1S54.  It  would  appear,  from 
such  sources  of  information  as  are  available,  that  Jones  sold  at  least  two 
of  his  mills  to  Dana  Wheelock  in  1S54.  In  the  Hanipshirc  Express,  under 
date  of  Nov.  8,  1854,  is  published  an  account  of  the  burning  of  W'heelock 
Mill  No.  2.''  The  loss  on  the  building  and  machinery  was  estimated  at 
$12,000,  on  which  there  was  no  insurance.  About  40  persons  were 
employed  in  the  mill.  The  Express  also  records,  under  date  of  April  30, 
1857,  the  burning  of  the  "Jones  factory  at  North  Amherst.  The  flames 
spread  with  great  rapidity,  and  the  operatives,  many  of  them  females, 
saved  themselves  by  jumping  from  the  second-story  windows.  The  building, 
including  a  large  stock  of  raw  material  and  cloth  ready  for  the  market, 
was  destroyed.  The  factory  was  built  in  1S51  and  was  owned  by  Thomas 
Jones  &:  Bros.;  it  cost  Si 0.000,  and  was  insured  for  ^7,000.  The  stock, 
owned  by  Jones  cK:  Alexander,  was  valued  at  53,000  and  was  not  insured. 

A  statement  of  the  affairs  of  the  Andierst  Manufacturing  company, 
printed  in  the  Express  under  date  of  Jan.  18,  1S48,  is  signed  bv  Thomas 
Jones  as  president  and  by  Ciiarles  Adams  and  W'ilHam  Kellogg,  Jr.  as 
directors  'J'he  capital  stock  paid  in  amounted  to  ^26.000,  the  debts  to 
$23,783.98.  Bigclow's"  Branches  of.Industry  published  in  1837  contains 
no  notice  of  cotton  manufacturing  in  Amherst.  l'alfre\'s  statistics  for 
1845  show  that  there  was  one  cotton  mill  in  Amherst  with  672  spindles. 
The  amount  of  cotton  consumed  was  120,000  pounds,  from  which  was 
manufactured  cotton  yarns  \ahu'd  at  57,500  and  cotton  batting  vahicd  at 
$150.     The  capital  in\ested  was  ^^5,000,  the  number  of  employes  17,5 
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males  and  12  females.  The  state  census  for  1S55  shows  that  there  was 
one  cotton  wicking  mill  in  Amherst.  The  amount  of  cotton  consumed  was 
50.000  pounds,  the  value  of  wicking  manufactured  $7,000,  the  number  of 
employes  5. 

In  1S30,  Peter  Ingram  built  a  small  woolen  mill  on  Mill  river  above 
the  "  City."  llie  business  was  successful  for  a  time,  but  succumbed  to  the 
panic  of  1S37.  It  was  afterwards  reorganized  under  the  hrm  name  of 
]*eter  Ingram  Co.,  and  the  business  continued  until  1S47  ^^'bsn  the  mill 
was  burned.  The  loss  was  about  $6,000,  partially  covered  by  insurance. 
In  1S37,  Peter  Ingram,  as  agent  for  the  factory,  advertised  that  wool  would 
be  carded  for  customers  and  woven  into  cloth  at  the  factory.  Wool  would 
be  taken  in  the  lieece  and  returned  cloth,  the  work  to  be  done  upon  shares 
or  for  an  agreed  price  per  yard.  In  1S45,  Thomas  Jones  and  a  ]\Ir.  l>rad- 
ford  built  a  woolen  mill  which  was  burned  in  1857.  In  1S52,  the  W'est- 
ville  company,  consisting  of  William  H.  Smith,  George  Cutler,  Luke 
Sweetser  and  Thomas  Jones,  built  a  woolen  mill  on  the  site  now  occupied 
l)y  S.  E.  Harrington  Son's  wood-working  factory.  This  mill  was  burned 
March  26,  I^SS  ^  ^^^^  ^'^^^  ^""^^^  SS,6oo,  the  insurance  $5,150. 

Statistics  for  . 1837,  show  there  were  two  woolen  mills  in  Amherst  with 
four  sets  of  machinery.  Wool  was  consumed  to  the  amount  of  39.000 
pounds,  from  which  was  manufactured  62,195  yards  of  cloth  valued  at 
$40,337.  The  capital  invested  was  530,000,  the  number  of  males  employed 
was  22,  females  30.  In  1845,  tl^^^e  were  two  woolen  mills;  the  amount  of 
wool  consumed  was  102,200  pounds  from  which  252.000  yards  of  Kentucky 
jeans  were  manufactured,  valued  at  $52,600.  The  capital  invested  was 
$18,000,  the  number  of  males  employed  25,  of  females  30.  In  1S55,  there 
was  one  woolen  and  cotton  mill :  amount  of  wool  consumed  1 6,000  pounds, 
cotton  consumed  20,000  pounds,  Kentucky  jeans  made  145,600  yards 
vahied  at  $28,000,  number  of  employes  20.  The  series  of  disastrous  iires 
tliat  destroyed  so  many  mills  proved  a  death-blow  to  the  textile  industry  at 
.NOrth  Amherst.  After  the  year  i860,  there  is  no  further  mention  of  any 
attempt  to  manufacture  either  cottons  or  woolens  in  Amherst. 

Parly  in  the  present  century,  palm-leaf  was  brought  from  I>oston  to 
Amhe/st  and  manufactured  into  hats.  It  was  brought  to  Poston  by  vessels 
trading  with  the  West  Indies.  When  the  P.oston  »Sj  Albany  railway  was 
o|)ened  for  business  the  palm-leaf  was 'carried  to  Palmer  by  rail  and  thence 
<  ;iric(i  to  Andierst  in  teams.  Henry  Jackson,  the  veteran  teamster,  brought 
iH.iiiy  loads  of  k\if  to  Amherst  before  the  Amherst  Cv  Pelchertown  railway 
\^as  built.  Tlie  leaf  was  distributed  among  many  families  living  in  Amherst 
and  adjoining  towns,  where  it  was  split  by  hand,  braided,  sewed,  fashioned 
"!t"  hais  and  the  latter  dispensed  of  to  the  local  merchants  in  exchange  for 
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goods.  Many  persons  were  engaged  in  the  business,  but  it  was  not  until 
the  fall  of  1S29  that  an  attempt  was  made  to  systematize  and  develop  it  as 
a  distinctive  industry.  In.  1829,  Leonard  Hills  came  to  Amherst  from 
Ellington,  Conn,  and  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  palm-leaf  hats  in  a 
little  shop  at  East  Amherst.  The  business  prospered  and  was  soon  enlarged 
to  include  the  making  of  Shaker  "  hoods,  at  that  time  and  for  many 
years  thereafter  a  popular  article  of  female  wearing  apparel.  The  old 
"  hood  shop,"  yet  standing  on  Alain  street  and  now  owned  by  the  Xew 
London  Northern  railway  company,  was  erected  by  Mr.  Hills  in  1S59  ;  it  is 
a  large  and  commodious  building  and  the  business  of  hood-making  there 
conducted  for  many  years  gave  employment  to  large  numbers  of  people. 
In  1856,  L.  M.  Hills  erected  mills  at  Factoiy  Hollow,"  where  in  partner- 
ship with  his  son  Henry  E.  he  carried  on  tlie  business  of  hat  manufactur- 
ing. The  mills  were  carried  away  by  the  great  freshet  in  1863,  when  Hills 
&  Son  erected  a  large  wooden  factory  building  on  the  site  now  occupied 
by  the  mill  of  Burnett  &  Son.  The  first  building  on  this  site  was  occupied 
by  a  factory  for  splitting  palm-leaf,  which  was  burned  in  i860.  L.  M. 
Hills  continued  in  business  until  his  death  in  1S72.  In  July,  1S6S,  a 
patent  was  issued  to  John  C.  Smith  of  Chicopee  and  L.  H.  Hills,  son  of 
L.  M.  Hills,  for  a  loom  for  weaving  palm-leaf  by  power,  work  that  formerly 
had  been  done  by  hand. 

Some  idea  of  the  extent  of  the  business  conducted  by  L.  M.  Hills  «S: 
Sons  may  be  gained  from  a  long  article  published  in  the  Boston  Advertiser 
in  187 1.  At  that  time  Massachusetts  was  the  only  state  in  the  Ui'ion 
where  palm-leaf  was  manufactured  into  hats.  The  only  factories  for  carrying 
on  this  work  were  located  at  Amherst,  Barre,  Palmer  and  Eitchburg.  Of 
these,  the  factories  at  Amherst  were  the  most  important  as  regarded  the 
size  of  buildings,  the  amount  of  business  and  the  completeness  of  the 
work  done.  L.  M.  Hills  *Sc  Sons  were  the  largest  operators  in  the  business 
in  America.  All  the  leaf  used  in  the  work  came  from  Cuba.  The  straw 
was  bleached,  sjjlit  and  dyed  at  the  factory,  and  then  sent  out  to  be  braided 
into  hats  and  wo\  en  into  webs  for  shaker  hoods.  This  work  was  all  don.e 
by  hand,  generally  by  the  wives  and  daughters  of  farmers.  The  tirm  had 
agents  in  all  the  Xew  1'jigland  states  to  handle  the  braid.  Country  mer- 
chants frequently  took  the  leaf  and  distributed  it  among  the  families  in 
their  neighborhood.  The  hats  were  gathered  up  and  returned  to  the  factory 
to  be  bleached  a  second  time,  pressed,  trinuncd,  and  packed  for  the  market. 
Hydraulic  j)resses  v/ere  used.  Tiie  business  for  the  year  1S71  amounted 
to  about  100,000  dozen  hats.  In  addition  to  the  palm-leaf  Inisiness,  large 
quantities  of  hats  were  imported  from  Malaga,  Sjxiin,  and  from  Leghorn, 
Italy,  to  be  bleached,  pressed  and  bound.     Braid  was  also  inipoited  Iroin 
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HAT  MANUFACTURING. 


Canton,  China.  About  100  persons  were  employed  in  the  building,  but 
this  was  a  small  proportion  of  those  engaged  in  the  palm-leaf  business. 
The  hood-factory  employed  a  large  number  of  hands.  The  products  of 
the  factories  were  sent  to  New  York  city,  where  they  were  sold  by  a  resi- 
dent member  of  the  hrm.  The  first  year  that  L.  M.  Hills  was  engaged  in 
the  business  his  receipts  amounted  to  about  $5,000.  Before  his  death, 
the  business  of  the  factories  amounted  annually  to  hundreds  of  thousands 
of  dollars. 

On  the  death  of  I>.  M.  Hills  in  1872,  the  hat  business  was  purchased 
of  his  heirs  by  H.  D.  Fearing  &:  Co.,  a  firm  organized  at  that  time  and 
consisting  of  H.  D.  Fearing,  C.  AL  Osgood  and  E.  A.  Thompson.  They 
carried  on  the  business  of  finishing  hats  for  other  parties.  Their  business 
prospered,  and  in  iSSo  their  monthly  pay-roll  amounted  to  upwards  of 
$5,000  and  250,000  dozen  hats  were  sent  out  from  their  works.  April  23, 
18S0,  their  factory  was  destroyed  by  fire,  and  the  same  year  a  fine  brick  build- 
ing was  erected  which  cost,  with  machinery  and  other  equipment,  upwards 
of  $100,000.  From  the  time  that  ground  was  broken  for  the  new  factory 
until  it  was  finished  and  ready  for  business  only  eighty  days  elapsed.  The 
contractor  was  John  Eeston,  Jr.  In  October,  1891,  C.  IM.  Osgood  withdrew 
from  the  firm,  and  in  1 892  the  business  was  sold  to  George  P>.  Burnett  &  Son. 
The  latter  finn  now  employs  upwards  of  250  hands  during  the  busy  season 
and  their  business  is  rapidly  increasing.  The  Hills  Co.  was  organized  in 
1877,  with  Henry  F.  Hills  as  president.  A  factory  was  erected  on  the  east 
side  of  the  New  London  Northern  railway  tracks,  but  this  was  burned  in 
1880,  at  the  same  time  time  that  Fearing  &  Co's  factor}-  was  destroyed. 
The  fire  started  in  the  factor}'  of  The  Hills  Co.;  the  loss  of  the  two  concerns 
was  something  like  $150,000.  The  Hills  Co.  rebuilt  on  the  same  site, 
where  they  now  conduct  a  flourishing  business,  the  number  of  hands 
employed  in  the  busy  season  averaging  about  325.  E.  L.  Dean  *S:  Co.  still 
continue  to  split  and  bleach  palm-leaf  and  manufacture  palm-leaf  hats. 

Statistics  for  1S37  show  that  there  were  two  hat  factories  in  Amherst; 
the  number  of  hats  manufactured  was  1,200  dozen,  the  value  of  the  product 
$3,600,  the  number  of  males  employed  5,  of  females  2.  In  1S45,  ^^^^ 
number  of  ])alm-Ieaf  hats  manufactured  was  317,236,  valued  at  $56,696; 
the  number  of  males  employed  was  5,  of  females,  65.  In  1 855,  there  were 
two  straw  hat  and  bonnet  factories  ;  the  value  of  their  product  was  $32,000, 
tl»e  number  of  employes  173.  In  1865,  there  was  one  establishment  for 
the  m.mufacture  of  palm-leaf  for  hats,  hoods  and  bonnets.  The  value  of 
stock  used  was  $20,000,  tons  of  leaf  prepared  120,  capital  invested  $8,000, 
fmj)I(.\(."S  20.  There  was  one  establishment  for  tlie  manufacture  of  hats, 
lujods  and  bonnets.     The  value  of  stock  used  was  $30,000,  number  of  hats 
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made  50,000  dozen,  of  hoods  made  30,000  dozen,  value  Si 35,000,  capital 
invested  $17,000,  number  of  employes  55. 

Many  industries  for-the  manufacture  of  articles  constructed  in  whole 
or  in  part  of  iron  or  steel  have  been  conducted  at  Amherst,  Perhaps  the 
most  important,  certainly  the  most  successful  in  its  day,  was  the  manufac- 
ture of  planes  at  East  Amherst.  About  1S35,  James  Kellogg  bought  from 
Eli  Dickinson  a  shop  at  South  Amherst  that  stood  on  the  site  now  occu- 
pied by  C.  E.  Hay  ward's  factory.  There  he  engaged  in  the  making  of 
bench  planes  and  molders'  planes.  The  business  prospered,  and  a  part- 
nership was  formed  under  the  name  of  Kellogg,  W'ashburne  cK:  Fox  for  its 
development.  This  hrm  was  dissolved  in  April,  1S39,  and  immediately 
thereafter  James  Kellogg  and  Hiram  Fox  formed  a  partnership  "  for  the 
merchandising  and  manufacturing  of  joiners'  tools  in  Amherst."  The 
capital  stock  was  $8,000.  The  hrm  was  dissolved  in  1840,  yir.  Kellogg 
continuing  the  business.  In  1839,  ^^^^  business  was  removed  to  that  part 
of  Amlierst  which  subsequently  acquired  the  name  of  "  Kelloggville." 
Here  two  factories  were  erected,  one  of  brick  and  one  of  wood,  which  were 
stocked  with  machinery  of  the  latest  pattern.  Success  attended  the  new 
venture,  the  business  increasing  so  rapidly  that  the  factories  were  frequently 
unable  to  hll  the  orders  which  came  from  all  parts  of  the  country  and  even 
from  abroad.  Experts  declare  that  better  planes  were  never  made  than 
those  sent  out  from  Kellogg's  factory  in  Amherst,  and  many  years  after  the 
business  was  suspended  orders  for  the  goods  continued  to  come  in.  \\'hcn 
the  works  were  in  full  operation  some  twenty  men  were  employed  and 
planes  of  all  kinds  were  manufactured.  The  operatives  were  well  paid, 
and  residing  near  the  factories  they  formed  a  flourishing  little  community 
which,  as  stated  above,  was  christened  *'  Kelloggville."  Janies  Kellogg 
retired  from  business  in  1S67,  and  was  succeeded  by  his  son  \\"illiam.  A 
sketch  of  the  business,  written  in  1S69,  states  that  the  woodwork  of  tlie 
planes  was  made  from  beech,  box  and  rosewood,  and  the  irons  weie  brought 
from  New  Haven  and  htted  at  the  factory.  The  average  daily  output  from 
the  factory  was  150  to  209  planes.  In  1S86  the  dam  of  the  pond  that 
furnished  power  for  the  factories  was  carried  away  and  for  several  years 
the  works  have  remained  idk-. 

Previous  to  1S29,  the  hrm  of  IFills,  W'olcott  »S:  Co.  was  engaged  in 
the  manufacture  of  joiners'  tools  ^t  South  Amherst.  The  hrm  was  dis- 
solved, March  16,  1829,  and  the  business  was  continued  by  Samuel  and 
TIervey  1  Iills,\\  ho  manufactured  joiners'  tools  of  the  hitest  and  most  a|)pr()\  etl 
patterns;  they  advertised  to  make  any  kind  of  tools  accoriling  to  drafts 
that  might  be  furnished,  also  to  sui)i)ly  wholesale  purchasers  on  the  most 
liberal  terms. 


ROPER   RIFLE  COMPANY. 


For  several  years  George  Biirnham  conducted  a  factoiy  at  East 
Amherst  where  phanes  were  manufactured.  In  1857,  Ebenezer  Nutting 
and  E.  Porter  Nutting  manufactured  planes  and  other  tools  at  a  factory  in 
South  Amherst.  The  following  statistics  serve  to  show  the  rise  and  decline 
of  this  industry:  In  1837,  the  value  of  planes  manufactured  was  $8, 000, 
the  number  of  employes  10,  the  amount  of  capital  invested  $3,000.  In 
1845,  the  value  of  tools  manufactured  was  $14,975,  the  number  of  employes 
22.  In  1855,  the  value  of  tools  manufactured  was  Si8,ooo,  the  number  of 
employes  20.  In  1S65,  the  value  of  the  product  had  declined  to  $3,000, 
the  number  of  employes  to  3.  Porter  Dickinson  built  a  sliop  at  East 
Amherst  about  1S35,  ^^'^"^cre  for  many  years  he  manufactured  hammers, 
forks  and  edged  tools.  On  his  death  in  1879,  his  son  E.  P.  Dickinson, 
succeeded  him,  but  has  given  his  attention  mainly  to  general  job  work. 

The  "Roper  Repeating  Rilles  "  were  hrst  manufactured  in  1S66.  A 
company  was  formed  to  conduct  their  manufacture  and  sale,  in  which 
Amherst  capital  was  largely  interested. 

The  Ha7}ipshi?-c  Express,  under  date  of  April  19,  iS66,  published  the 
following  sketch  of  this  enterprise  : 

"  A  new  enterprise  has  recently  been  commenced  in  Amlierst.  and  a  corpora- 
tion formed.  The  parties  concerned  are  Mr.  S.  H.  Roper  of  Roxbury,  the  inventor 
of  the  ritie  proposed  to  be  manufactured  and  of  numerous  other  valuable  macliines, 
Mr.  Spencer,  the  inventor  of  the  Spencer  repeating  rifle,  which  has  proved  so 
effectual  in  the  late  war,  and  Messrs.  H.  D,  Fearing  and  L.  M.  &  H.  F.  Hills. 
Tiie  capital  stock  is  Sioo,ooo.  The  company  will  commence  operations  in  the  red 
building  connected  witii  Messrs.  Hills  Palmleaf  works,  which  building  they  are 
nosv  converting  into  a  machine  .^hop.  The  machiner\'  introduced  is  of  the  very 
be.^i.  and  latest  patterns,  and  will  be  sufficient  to  manufacture  every  part  of  the  ritle 
but  the  barrel.  These  can  be  manufactured  abroad  easier  than  here.  The  ritie  is 
t!ie  inveiUion  of  Mr.  Roper  and  has  just  been  patented.  So  unlike  any  other  tire- 
arm  is  it.  tliat  no  difficulty  attended  the  procuring  of  the  patent.  It  is  a  novelty, 
an  1  at  t'.ie  same  time  one  of  the  neatest  sporting  pieces  we  have  ever  seen.  The 
litij  whicl;  we  were  shown  wei.L;hs  but  4-f.  lbs.,  carries  a  common  pistol  cartriilge 

30,  and  will  do  execution  at  20  rods.  It  is  breach-loading  and  contains  ei^;ht 
cartri(lj;es.  I'he  action  of  cocking  hrini^s  the  cartridi;e  into  its  riL;ht  position  and 
d:s.:har;j;es  the  empty  shell.  The  ei.L;iu  cartridp,es  can  IjC  dischari;ed  in  less  than  a 
■iiuiute.  '["lie  inventor  claims  that  lie  can  attain  a  larL!,cr  ranii,e  with  this  i;un  than 
w'Xw  any  now  manufactured.  Thev  will  also  manufacture  a  shot-<4un  on  the  same 
piinciple.  'I'his  will  be  supplied  with  a^quantily  of  steel  shells  for  cartridges  which 
can  lo.nlcd  with  common  amnuinitit)ii  and  cai^ped  w  ith  common  jiercussion  caps. 
I  ir.i>  a  sitortsmaii  can  char^:;e  50  or  ico  cartridges  at  home,  and  with  any  ammnni- 

he  (,  hooses,  and  all  he  has  todo  in  the  field  will  l;eto  load  tlie  revolvim;  breech, 

"  ni..\  .-  the  empty  shells.  The  company  will  em])loy  at  the  out>et  about  30 
'■'f •  l.tss  nv  elianie.s,  and  increase  tlu  ii-  force  as  the  niai  ket  for  their  ^uns  shall 
1  li^  y  h.ive  purchased  a  lot  of  land  on  the  east  side  of  the  railroad  tracks, 
•»'•'.  v. .on  elect  lujuses  for  the  accommodation  of  tlie  workmen.  We  welcome 
>  r;t  ;\  enterprise  to  Amherst,  believing;  that  it  is  hut  a  pioneer  of  many  others 
embrace  the  advanta-es  offered  by  this  town.  ' 
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The  company  was  organized  under  its  charter  with  the  choice  of  Henr}' 
F.  Hills  as  president,  H.  D.  Fearing  as  treasurer,  and  these  officers, 
together  with  L.  M.  Hills  and  S.  H.  Roper  as  directors. 

In  1868,  the  company  occupied  a  building  situated  near  the  New 
London  Northern  railway  tracks.  'Jlie  guns  first  made  and  put  on  the 
market  were  found  to  be  defective,  and  an  unavailing  effort  was  made  to 
secure  their  return  to  the  factory.  The  pattern  was  afterwards  improved 
and  a  large  number  of  the  guns  were  made  and  placed  upon  the  market 
where  they  met  with  a  ready  sale.  A  newspaper  paragraph,  under  date  of 
May  21,  1868,  states  that  the  company  were  just  completing  a  second  lot 
of  guns,  fifty  in  number,  made  after  the  new  pattern,  -and  had  commenced 
on  a  new  lot  of  100.  In  addition  to  orders  from  all  parts  of  this  country, 
they  had  recently  received  an  order  from  China.  In  July  of  the  same  year, 
announcement  was  made  that  the  Roper  shot-guns  were  meeting  with  unpar- 
alleled success.  The  demand  for  the  product  of  the  factory  was  so  great 
that  it  was  necessary  to  increase  the  capital  stock,  employ  more  hands  and 
manufacture  on  a  larger  scale.  'J'he  company  had  recently  been  granted  a 
patent  for  a  "  close-shooting  attachment"  to  the  muzzle  of  their  shot- 
gun, enabling  one  to  shoot  close  or  scattering  as  desired.  The  prosperity 
was  short-lived,  for  in  November,  1868,  announcement  was  made  that  the 
company  had  sold  patents,  tools  and  fixtures  to  1).  W.  C.  Perry,  who  with 
C.  M.  Spencer,  inventor  of  the  Spencer  rifle,  would  carry  on  the  business. 
The  guns  were  loaded  with  four  charges,  which  could  be  discharged  in  two 
and  one-half  seconds.  Some  of  tlieseguns  are  still  in  existence  in  Amherst. 
An  article  in  the  Springfield  RcpHhlican,  printed  in  December,  186S,  states 
that  it  was  proposed  to  remove  the  works  to  Springfield  and  form  a  stock 
company  with  a  capital  of  >  100,000  to  contiiUie  the  manufacture.  The 
works  were  in  operation  in  Amherst  as  late  as  April,  1S69.  Later  on,  they 
were  removed  to  Hartford,  Conn. 

At  Fast  Amherst,  just  across  Fort  river  on  the  road  leading  to  Telham, 
there  was,  as  early  as  1837,  a  shop  were  cutlery  and  pistols  were  manu- 
factured. April  I,  1836,  Henry  A.  Morrill,  Silas  Mosman,  jr.  and  Charles 
Jjlair  formed  a  copartnershij)  for  the  manufacture  of  cutlery  and  machinery. 
l'"rom  a  Georgia  man,  who  was  the  patentee,  the  lirm  secured  a  contract  for 
manufacturing  "bowie-knife  pistols."  I'or  a  descrii)tion  of  this  unicpie 
weapon  the  writer  is  indebted  to  the  IJoston  Courier,  which  pubhshed  the 
following  item  under  date  of  Aug.  30,  1837  : 

"At  Aiulicrst  about  a  mile  east  of  the  ])iin(ii)al  village  is  a  small  cstablisli- 
nient,  now  in  its  infancy,  which  we  found  was  cniiit  ly  unknown  to  its  near  iu'i.i;li- 
bors.  The  ])rincipal  article  whicli  it  i)ro(luces  is  a  wea])oii,  wiiich  has  \'el  hardly 
made  its  ai)i)earance,  and  whi(  h  will  not,  probahly,  lor  many  yi'ars,  if  cx  ei,  he 
nuu  h  used  in  .\ew  b.nL;lan(l.     It  is  called  the  AV^a'/V-A'////?  /'/.vA'/.  a  comhinatioii 
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of  these  two  articles,  the  knife  beinci:  fixed  by  means  of  a  spring  to  tlie  lower  side 
of  the  pistol  barrel.  These  instruments  are  intended  for  the  hunter,  and  the  man- 
ufacturer has  a  contract  for  one  thousand  for  a  Georgia  man  who  is  the  patentee. 
They  are  made  in  three  sizes.*' 

The  business  panic  of  1837,  and  the  failure  of  Knowles  &  Thayer, 
who  had  endorsed  the  hrm's  paper,  proved  a  death-blow  to  the  enterprise. 
An  adverti^^ement  published  in  the  HajJipsJiirc  Gazdtc  under  date  of  March 
8,  1837,  is  of  interest  in  this  connection.    It  reads  as  follows  : 

"  Waiiicd — Six  or  eight  filers,  who  can  do  first-rate  work,  and  who  feel  smart 
enough  to  do  a  day's  work  in  ten  hours,  without  raising  higher  pressure  of  steam 
than  cold  w^ater  will  make,  and  can  leave  their  long  yarns  until  their  day's  work  is 
done.    .Such  will  find  good  encouragement  by  applying  immediately  to 

Morrill,  Mos.max  &  Blair." 

The  partnersln'p  was  dissolved  in  July,  1S38,  the  business  being  car- 
ried on  by  Silas  Mosman  and  Charles  Blair  until  February,  1839,  "^'•'l^cn  the 
water-power,  machinen^  and  patents  were  disposed  of  at  assignee's  sale. 
Statistics  for  1837  show  the  value  of  bowie-knives  and  pistols  manufactured 
to  have  been  32,000,  the  number  of  employes  four  and  the  capital  invested 
$1,500. 

The  manufacture  of  wire  hoop-skirts  was  at  one  time  a  flourishing 
industry  in  Amherst.  It  was  established  in  1863,  by  Charles  D.  Clapp^ 
who  employed  from  three  to  four  hands.  The  work  was  carried  on  in  a 
shop  located  west  of  the  meeting-house,  where  L.  IM.  Hills  had  developed 
his  palm-leaf  business.  In  1S65,  H.  J.  Bard  well  and  E.  H.  Haskell,  the 
latter  coming  from  Gloucester,  were  taken  into  partnership  in  the  business, 
a  patent  on  a  collapsing  skirt''  was  secured,  and  the  number  of  employes 
was  increased  to  about  30.  The  firm  was  known  as  the  Odessa  Skirt 
company ;  "  they  manufactured  the  "  Odessa  patent  collapsing  skirt," 
described  in  an  advertisement  as  "  the  greatest  invention  of  the  age."  It 
could  be  altered  in  an  instant  from  the  "Empress  trail  or  "tilting""  skirt 
to  a  Paris  trail  "  or  "  Parlor  invisible  '"  skirt.  The  shape  was  "  the  most 
beautiful  in  the  market:"  it  could  "never  move  of  its  own  accord,"  but 
would  "always  stay  in  the  position  placed  by  the  pleasure  of  tlie  wearer." 
In  1867,  ^-  II-  Emanuel  of  Gloucester  bought  an  interest  in  the  business, 
and  its  rapid  de\eloj)nient  calling  for  increased  acconnnodations,  it  was 
tiiouglu  best  to  remove  the  works  to  Gloucester. 

I'.  F.  Allen  &  Co.  began  the  manufacture  of  wire  goods  in  Andier.^t  in 
1S55,  in  the  ljuilding  now  occuj)ied  by  I-"..  P.  Dickinson.  'I'hey  sold  out 
the  business  \\\  1856  to  Allen  ]>ros.,  and  in  i860  it  was  bought  by  L.  II. 
Allen  who  has  since  conducted  it.  The  goods  manufactured  consist  of 
wire  cloth,  screens,  corn-j)Oj)jx'rs  and  wire  goods  of  all  kinds.  The  busi- 
ness in  itr,  best  days,  l)ef(jre  tliese  goods  were  made  by  machinery,  employed 
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about  ten  hands.  The  product  was  formerly  sold  throughout  New  England 
and  the  West,  but  in  later  years  the  market  has  been  confined  to  New. 
England.  Statistics  'for  1855  show  that  4,000  wire  covers,  riddles,  etc. 
were  manufactured  and  the  number  of  employes  was  13. 

About  the  year  1834,  the  hrm  of  Clapp  .^v:  Rust  was  formed  for  the 
manufacture  of  cooking-stoves,  which  were  then  a  great  novelty,  very  few, 
if  any,  being  in  use  in  Amherst  at  that  time.  The  castings  were  made  at 
Trask's  foundery  in  Springlield,  and  brought  to  Amherst  where  the  work 
was  completed.  The  shop  stood  on  the  site  now  occupied  by  G,  E,  Thayer's 
store.  The  hrm  employed  two  or  three  men  beside  themselves  in  the 
factory  and  opened  a  store  at  the  center  village  for  the  sale  of  their  wares. 
In  November,  1835,  ^^^^  ^^^'""^  Clapp,  Spencer  &  Co.  was  organized,  con- 
sisting of  Oliver  M,  Clapp,  John  H.  Spencer  and  Timothy  Hubbard,  in 
an  advertisement  published  in  the  Haiiips/iire  Gazette  in  1S35,  ^^^^Y  ii^vited 
the  attention  of  the  puVjlic  to  an  examination  of  a  new  and  highly 
improved  cooking-sto\'e  which  they  are  now  manufacturing  at  their  shop  in 
Amherst."'  They  continued  in  business  until  about  1837,  when  the  "mulberry 
craze,"  in  which  O.  M.  Clapp  was  early  interested,  and  the  failure  of 
Knowles  &  Thayer  and  Morrill,  Mosman  cSc  Blair,  whose  paper  Clapp  & 
Rust  had  endorsed,  put  an  end  to  the  manufacture  of  stoves  in  Amherst. 
One  of  the  stoves,  bearing  the  name  of  Clapp  &  Rust,  was  in  use  in  the 
family  of  Joseph  Dickinson  until  about  1885.  Statistics  for  1837  give  the 
value  of  stoves  manufactured  as  $2,500,  the  capital  invested  >Soo,  the 
number  of  employes  ten.  Statistics  for  1S37  also  show  that  70  plows  and 
300  axes  were  manufactured  in  Amherst,  l^enoni  Rust  was  for  some  time 
engaged  in  the. manufacture  of  steel  springs  in  a  shop  located  near  the 
New  London  .\orthern  railroad.  Statistics  for  1845  give  the  value  of  steel 
springs  manufactured   as  >  1.600. 

Lyman  Knowles  began  the  manufacture  of  carriages  in  a  shop  front- 
ing on  '-the  Green  at  South  Amherst  about  1827.  In  1830,  he  removed 
to  East  Amherst,  where  in  partnership  with  Asahel  'Jliayer  he  carried  on  a 
large  business  in  the  nianufacture  of  hue  carriages  under  the  tirm  name  of 
Knowles  (S:  Thayer.  l"or  several  years  this  was  one  of  the  largest  and  best- 
known  c(jncerns  engaged  in  carriage  manufacturing  in  Massachusetts. 
Their  product  was  of  superior  workmanship,  conunanding  a  ready  sale  at 
good  prices.  'I'heir  factories  were*  located  on  the  road  leading  to 
I'elham,  includir.g  shops  for  wood-working,  iron-working,  upholstering 
and  paiiuing.  I''r<jm  100  tr)  150  hands  were  emi)Ioyed  in  the  various 
departments.  Asahel  'l  hayer  was  a  deacon  in  the  Second  Congrega- 
tional church,  endowed  with  all  the  shrewdness  and  sagacity  in  bargain- 
ing jjroverbial  in  \'ankee  deacons.     A  story  is  told  of  him,  in  the  time 
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when  the  carriage-making  industry  was  in  its  infancy  and  the  members  of 
the  firm  were  tlieir  own  travehng  salesmen.  Dea.  Thayer  had  a  carriage  built 
which  he  intended  to  sell  to  the  president  of  a  bank  in  Greenfield. 
Especial  pains  was  taken  in  its  manufacture,  the  best  of  materials  being 
employed.  The  night  succeeding  the  day  when  the  last  coat  of  varnish 
was  applied  was  bitter  cold  and  the  varnish  cracked  badly.  Another  coat 
was  applied  but  this  served  only  to  bring  out  the  markings  in  bolder  relief.. 
The  deacon  started  for  Greenfield  with  three  carriages,  including  the  one 
of  special  make.  Having  disposed  of  two  carriages,  he  called  on  the  bank 
president  and  told  him  that  he  had  a  chaise  of  superior  quality  for  sale, 
adding,  "  It  has  a  peculiar  finish  known  as  the  turtle  shell,  and  there  is 
only  one  man  in  the  United  States  who  can  do  that  kind  of  work."  The 
president  inquired  the  price,  and  was  told  that  he  could  have  chaise  and 
harness  for  >2 7 5.  After  a  little  bargaining  a  sale  was  effected  at  >25o.-. 
There  is  no  record  to  show  if  other  carriages  were  adorned  with  the 
"turtle-shell"  linish.  The  panic  of  1S37  caused  the  lirm  of  Knowles  cK: 
Thayer  to  suspend.  The  business  was  sold  to  Loren  lilanchard  who  con- 
tinued it,  on  a  smaller  scale,  some  little  time. 

A  petition -dated  at  Amherst,  Jan,  22,  183S,  was  addressed  to  the  Gen- 
eral Gourt,  It  stated  that  the  subscribers,  having  associated  themselves 
together  for  carrying  on  the  business  of  manufacturing  carriages  and 
harness  at  Amherst,  were  satisfied  that  the  business  could  be  conducted 
more  advantageously  to  all  concerned  by  a  corporation,  and  therefore 
prayed  that  they  might  be  incorporated  under  the  name  of  the  Amherst 
Carriage  company,  with  the  right  to  hokl  real  estate  to  the  amount  of 
Si 0,000  and"  personal  estate  to  the  amount  of  S2o,ooo.  The  first  name 
signed  to  the  petition  was  that  of  Robert  G,  Kid  ;  other  names  of  well- 
. known  men  were  those  of  Ebenezer  Mattoon,  Jr,,  Leonard  ^1,  Hills  and 
Oliver  Watson.  'J'he  i)etition  was  accompanied  by  a  memorial  signed  by 
50  persons,  nearly  all  resident  in  Amherst,  requesting  that  it  be  granted. 
Xo  less  than  three  remonstrances  were  filed  against  the  petition.  Tiie  first 
was  signed  by  23  persons,  who  protested  against  incorporating  any  business 
already  safe  and  fionrishing  in  the  hands  of  individuals;  the  second  signed 
b\'  47  names  of  i)ersons  resident  in  Ganibridge  and  engaged  in  carriage- 
making  and  allied  trades  ;  the  third  sigried  by  47  journeymen,  also  engaged 
iu  the  business  of  carriage  manuf.icture.  Despite  tiiese  remonsiiances, 
■the  eoininittee  on  manufactures  reported  a  bill  favorable  to  the  [Petitioners, 
but  it  failed  to  be  enacted.  Statistics  for  1S37  show  that  during  the  j^re- 
(eding  year  carriages  were  manufactured  the  \  alue  of  5 100,000,  cai)ital 
^\as  iiuested  amounting  to  ^30,000  and  the  number  of  enii)loyes  was  100. 
Iku  the  carriage  business  was  given  up  the  factory  buildings  were  dis- 
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•connected  and  parts  are  3-et  standing,  in  use  as  dwelling-houses.    A.  W. 

_Hall  has  carried  on  a  small  bat  prosperous  business  in  the  manufacture  of 

•  carriages,  express  and  farm  wagons,  sleighs,  etc.,  in  a  factory  at  North 
Amherst,  since  1S79.    He  employs  from  three  to  six  hands. 

The  manufacture  of  children's  carriages  and  sleds  has  for  many 
years  been  a  prominent  feature  of  Amherst's  industries.    Thousands  of 

•dollars  have  been  invested  in  it  and  hun'dreds  of  persons  have  found  in  it 
the  means  of  securing  a  livelihood.  The  first  Amherst  man  to  engage  in 
this  line  of  manufacture  was  Eli  Dickinson,  whose  factory  was  located  a 
little  north  of  the  site  of  C.  E.  Hayward's  present  factory  at  South  Amherst. 
IMr.  Dickinson  had  previously  been  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  faucets, 
but  had  no  water-power  connected  with  his  shop.  Benjamin  Allen  and  C. 
E.  Hayward  began  the  business  in  1S45,  and  about  a  year  afterward  Mr. 

.Hayward's  brother,  C.  E.  Hayward,  went  in  partnership  with  him.  For 
five  years  they  manufactured  children's  carriages  exclusively,  and  then 
engaged  in  the  making  of  sleds.  The  business  was  very  successful  until 
"hard  times"  came  in  1S57-58.  In  1S64,  C.  F.  Hayward  conducted  two 
factories  at  South  Amherst.  During  the  year  he  disposed  of  his  interest 
in  one  to  his  nephew,  C.  E.  Hayward,  who  has  conducted  it  since  that 
time.  In  its  busiest  days  from  ten  to  lifteen  men  were  employed  the 
product  of  the  factory  being  about  10,000  wagons  a  year.  Children's 
carts  and  wheelbarrows  have  also  been  made  at  this  factory.  The  material 
used  in  the  business  is  bought  in  Amherst  and  vicinity,  and  the  product 
is  sold  to  jobbing  houses  in  New  York.  The  present  output  of  the  factory 
is  about  5,000  sleds  and  3,000  to  4,000  wagons  each  year.    C.  F.  Hayward 

-continued  in  business  until  his  death  in  1S79,  when  the  stock  was  bought 
by  C.  E.  Hayward  and  A.  J.  Robinson,  who  carried  on  the  business  in 
partnership  for  almost  a  year.  At  the  end  of  that  time  Mr.  Robinson 
bought  out  the  business  and  continued  it  until  iSSS.  The  average  annual 
output  of  the  factory  was  valued  at  $10,000,  the  average  number  of  hands 
employed  was  ten,  the  amount  of  lumber  used  per  year  was  30,000  feet, 
the  amount  of  capital  in\-ested  S6,ooo.    C.  L.  &  S.  H.  Goodale  engaged  in 

'the  same  line  of  business  in  1S65,  and  continued  in  it  about  ten  years ; 
they  occupied  a  shop  a  little  south  of  Mr.  Hayward's.  In  1869,  their 
annual  output  was  about  5,000  children's  sleighs,  1,000  tip-carts,  700 
wagons  and  500  wheelbarrows.  They  emi)loyed  from  three  to  live  hands. 
At  Mill  \'alley,  David  Dexter,  in  1869,  was  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
chiklren's  sleighs  and  saw-iiorses.  He  employed  from  one  to  three  hands 
and  the  annual  output  was  500  sleighs  and  twenty  dozen  saw-horses. 

vStatistics  iov  1837  show  the  vahie  of  chiklren's  wagons  numufactured 

.to  have  been  $1,500.  the  number  of  employes  ten.     In  1845,  the  number 
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of  wagons  made  Avas  7,000,  valued  at  $8,500,  the  value  of  velocipedes - 
made,  $1,200.  In  1S55,  the  number  of  wagons  and  sleds  manufactured 
was  74,900,  valued  at  S14-.9S5,  the  amount  of  capital  engaged,  $2,800,  the 
number  of  employes,  18.  In  1865,  there  were  three  establishments  in 
town  devoted  to  the  manufacture  of  this  line  of  goods  ;  the  number  of 
children's  carriages  and  sleds  made  was  17,750,  valued  at  $18,000,  the: 
capital  invested,  $2,000  ;  the  number  of  employes,  12. 


CHAPTER  XXXVll. 


^Miscellaneous  ^Ianufactures.— "  Burn  ham's  Mills." — Wood-work- 
I N  G  Est  a  b  l  ls  h  m  e  n  I's . — Fa  u  c  ets  . — T  a  n  n  e  r  i  es  . — B  r  i  c  k-  m  a  k  i  n  g  . . 
— American  Button  Company. — Bonnet-making. — Lesser 
Industries. 

iSIany  branches  of  wood-working  industry  have  been  conducted  in 
Amherst.  Among  the  most  important  were  the  various  enterprises  carried  on. 
at"Burnham's  Mills"  at  East  Amherst.  In  view  of  Mr.  Burnham's  promi- 
nence as  a  manufacturer  in  Amherst,  a  brief  sketch  of  his  career  is  here 
presented.  George  Burnham,  Jr.  was  born  in  P_^ast  Elartford.  Conn.,  Jan.. 
28,  1817.  He  received  a  common  school  education  and  served  an  appren- 
ticeship at  bench  plane  making  in  New  Hartford,  Conn.  Completing  his 
apprenticeship, -he  removed  to  Amherst,  April  10,  1841,  taking  a  position, 
as  journeyman  plane  maker  with  Luther  Fox  then  carrying  on  a  bench 
plane  business  near  the  river  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  town.  In  the 
course  of  a  year,  a  company  was  formed  of  Hiram  Fox,  Benoni  Tlia}-er, 
Aaron  Ferry  and  George  ])urnham,  they  buying  the  business  from  Luther 
Vox  and  carrying  it  on  for  about  two  years.  The  business  was  then  bought 
antl  continued  by  George  Ikirnham  for  a  number  of  years,  being  tinally 
■^cld  to  a  company  in  Middletown.  C^onn.  to  which  place  it  was  removed. 
Mr.  Hurnham  then  equipped  his  shop  with  presses  for  pressing  straw  hats, 
and  for  sometime  did  a  general  pressing  business,  pressing  hats  for  L.  ^F 
Hills  and  others  through  the  Connecticut  \'alley.  Later  a  partnership 
was  formed  witli  Stej)iien  W.  Gilbert  for  the  manufacture  of  axe  and  other 
iKindles,  tills  partnershi})  terminating  with  the  new  year,  Mr.  Burnham 
continuing  the  business  alone.  In  1855,  axe-handles  were  manufaciin-ed 
t"  the  value  of  $30,000;  the  caj)ital  invested  was  $12,000,  the  number  of 
en)j)j()yes  ten.    July  22,  1858,  one  of  the  buildings  being  struck  by  light- 
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n'mg  during  a  hard  shower,  the  entire  plant  was  destroyed  by  fire.  ]Mr. 
Burnham  immediately  rebuilt  and  continued  the  handle  business.  Later  a 
run  of  stone  for  grinding  corn  was  added  and  he  did  a  general  milling 
business.  Still  later  a  steam  plant  and  saw-mill  were  added  to  the  business. 
In  the  fall  of  iS68,  he  formed  a  parthership  with  E.  B.  Fitts  for  manufac- 
•turing  pumps,  which  business  was  carried  on  for  some  time,  the  whole  works 
being  disposed  of  to  Air.  Fitts.  They  manufactured  an  "  anti-freezing 
glass  cylinder  pump,"  owning  a  patent  on  a  new  process  for  boring  logs. 
In  the  spring  of  187 1,  Mr.  ljurnham  removed  to  Worcester  and  was  engaged 
in  various  kinds  of  business  in  that  city.  He  died  in  U'orcester  July 
II,  1893. 

In  1863,  Asahel  Dwight  and  William  Dickinson  conducted  a  factory 
at  South  Amherst  on   the  site  now  occupied  by  Merrick's  saw  mill  and 

■cider-mill.  They  manufactured  wooden  pumps,  shingles  and  broom- 
handles.  In  1S70,  the  business  was  removed  to  Mill  Valley,  where  it  was 
conducted  l:)y  Asahel  Dwight  and  his  brother  Nathaniel  until  1S7S.  Many 

^of  the  pumps  they  manufactured  were  sold  in  Hadley,  and  a  few  in  Con- 
necticut.   Asahel  Dwight  has  continued  the  manufacture  of  pumps  up  to 

,the  present  time,  his  shop  being  located  at  Mill  Valley. 

Sometime  in  the  'Cos,  Charles  H.  Bangs  and  George  E.  Howes  formed 

.a  partnership  for  the  manufacture  of  doors,  sashes,  blinds  and  tobacco- 
boxes.  The  business  was  conducted  in  a  building  which  stood  on  the  site 
now  occupied  by  A.  \\\  Hall's  carriage-shop,  which  they  bought  of  Elijah 
Gibbs.     In  1869,  Charles  H.  I]angs  sold  out  his  interest  to  Dwight  Graves, 

and  the  firm  of  Dwight  Graves  Co.  was  organized,  consisting  of  Dwight 
Graves,  13.  F.  Kellogg  and  George  E.  Howes.  In  1S76,  Mr.  Howes  dis- 
posed of  his  interest  to  O.  C.  Bangs.    When  Cushman's  paper  mill  was 

:burned  at  "Factory  Plollow,"  Dwight  Graves  &  Co.  bought  the  water  ]3ri\- 
ilege  and  built  a  new  mill  in  18S0,  which  they  now  occupy,  doing  sawing, 
planing  and  matching  of  lumber,  and  also  manufacturing  door  and  win- 
dow-screens. 

In  1 866,  S.  I^.  Harrington  came  to  Amherst  and  bought  of  Messrs. 
Church  and  \\'hite  a  mill  which  had  been  built  some  two  or  three  years 
'.b)efore  by  Edward  (Graves,  who  had  used  it  for  dressing  lumber.  Mr.  Har- 
rington bought  from  Greenfield  machinery  for  the  manufacture  of  seed- 
sowers  and  cultivators,  making  this  'line  of  work  a  specialty  for  se\'eral 
years,  but  at  {\\v  .same  time  cai  rying  on  a  general  business  in  wood-working. 
In  1881,  his  sou,  !■'.  W.  HarrinL;t(~m,  became  associated  with  him  uudcr  (he 
firm  name  of  S.  I'".  Harrington  i\:  Son.  The  business  as  carried  oii  at 
present  embraces  tiie  dressing  of  lumber,  and  the  manufaetuie  of  niouid- 
ings,  brackets,  w  indow-fraines,  blinds,  screens,  etc.  Most  of  the  pi'oducl 
of  the  mill  is  used  b\-  Andierst  builders. 


TANNERIES. 


In  1872,  Levi  E.  Dickinson  bought  from  Jonathan  Cowls  a  saw-niill 
at  North  Amherst  where  he  engaged  in  a  general  line  of  job  work.  I'he 
following  year  he  engaged. in  box-making.  In  1879,  he  removed  to  the 
center  village,  and  built  the  factory  he  has  since  occupied,  below  the  tracks 
of  the  New  London  Northern  railway.  In  18S2,  he  began  the  manufac- 
ture of  boys'  tool-chests,  which  has  since  become  an  important  feature  of 
his  business.  The  factory  is  equipped  with  machinery  of  the  latest  pattern, 
but  little  work  being  done  by  hand.  Mr.  Dickinson  works  up  about  one 
million  feet  of  lumber  annually,  nearly  all  pine  and  of  native  growth. 
About  40,000  boys'  tool-chests  are  made  each  year,  being  sold  to  jobbers 
in  New  ^'ork.  Several  hundred  carpenters'  and  machinists'  chests  also 
form  a  part  of  the  annual  product,  and  a  good  business  is  done  in  the 
manufacture  of  creamery  butter-boxes  from  whitewood.  The  aveiage 
number  of  hands  employed  is  fifteen. 

Early  in  the  present  century,  Eli  Dickinson  began  the  manufacture  of 
wooden  faucets  in  a  little  shop  at  South  Amherst  on  the  site  of  the  house 
now  occupied  by  his  grandson,  Edwin  E.  Dickinson.  His  friend,  "  'Squire  " 
Rood,  drove  an  old  horse  hitched  to  a  lumber  wagon  about  the  town, 
gathering  up  old  boots  and  shoes  to  be  used  by  Dickinson  in  the  manu- 
facture of  his  faucets.  He  made  them  by  a  process  on  which  he  had 
secured  a  patent.  His  factory  contained  a  turning  lathe  and  a  few  other 
rude  tools.  His  lathe  was  turned  by  horse-power.  He  had  several  boys, 
who  assisted  their  father  at  his  work  when  not  in  school.  His  principal 
market  was  Ijaltimore,  where  he  went  once  a  year  to  dispose  of  his  wares. 
It  took  him  from  two  to  three  weeks  to  make  the  trip.  He  moved  his  busi- 
ness to  Plainville  but  remained  there  only  a  short  time.  Later  on,  two 
brothers,  Luther  and  Dexter  Fox,  engaged  in  the  same  line  of  business, 
making  competition  so  sharp  that  Dickinson  gave  up  work  and  sold  his 
-shop  in  1S35      James  Kellogg. 

In  1865,  a  man  named  Gardner  manufactured  lucifer  matches  in  a 
shcji)  I'^ast  Amherst  that  had  been  built  by  Oliver  C'lapp.  These  matches 
h-id  not  long  been  in  use  and  w  ere  commonly  know n  as  "  Loco  Eoco  " 
1;:. Itches.  The  business  was  small,  and  was  continued  only  for  a  short 
lime. 

David  Watson  came  from  Sjiencer  to  Amherst  in  the  early  part  of  the 
present  Century  and  started  a  tanner^•  near  the  house  now  occupieil  by 
♦^^^'.ar  I'.  Morse,  where  he  continued  in  lousiness  until  his  death  in  iSi:^. 
I'l  1827,  liis  son  Oliver,  having  served  an  apprenticeship  to  the  trade  in 
il.idicy,  started  in  the  tanners'  business  on  the  same  site  wiiere  his  father 
h  id  l(H<ued.  Meeting  with  good  success  lie  continued  the  business  until 
>>■'>'  <u[  1.S32,  when  he  sold  (jiit  to  William  !'..  C'.iswell  who  carried  it  on  for 
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a  number  of  years.  For  several  years  before  and  after  1827,  Enoch  Whit- 
ing conducted  a  tannery  near  the  premises  now  occupied  by  John 
Hyde  ;  it  was  from  the  location  of  this  tannery  that  the  name  "  Tan 
Brook  "  was  derived.'  Statistics  for  1S37  show  there  was  one  tannery  in 
operation  in  Amherst  ;  the  number  of  hides  tanned  was  1,200,  the  value 
of  leather  $2,500,  the  capital  invested  $1,000,  the  number  of  hands 
employed  two.  In  1845,  there  was  one  tannery;  the  number  of  hides 
tanned  was  650.  the  value  of  leather  tanned  and  curried  $1,600,  capital 
invested  $1,500,  number  of  employes  two. 

When  Oliver  Watson  sold  out  his  tannery  in  1S32,  he  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  boots  and  shoes  at  East  Amherst.  In  this  he  was  very 
successful,  soon  acquiring  a  handsome  competence.  The  boots  and  shoes 
he  manufactured  were  honest  goods,  commanding  a  ready  sale  wherever 
introduced.  Statistics  for  1837  show  that  during  the  preceding  year  i .  1 50 
pairs  of  boots  and  3,000  pairs  of  shoes  were  manufactured,  valued  at 
$8,550;  the  number  of  males  employed  was  ti,  of  females  three.  In 
1845,  the  factory  turned  out  91S  pairs  of  boots  and  2.833  pairs  of  shoes, 
valued  at  $5,870  :  the  number  of  males  employed  was  t8,  of  females 
four.  In  1855,  there  were  manufactured  3,650  pairs  of  boots  and  2,700 
pairs  of  shoes,  valued  at  $13,500  ;  the  number  of  employes  was  29.  In 
1865,  1,400  pairs  of  boots  and  250  pairs  of  shoes  were  manufactured, 
valued  at  $11,000;  the  capital  invested  was  $10,000,  the  number  of 
employes  12. 

Roswell  D.  Howard  began  the  manufacture  of  brick  at  Hadley  in 
1820.  In  1836,  he  removed  to  Amherst  and  started  a  brick-yard  in  the 
east  part  of  the  town  in  what  is  known  as  Kelloggville.  He  continued  in 
business  until  his  death  in  1889.  In  1869,  the  product  of  his  yard  was 
upwards  of  700,000  brick,  that  sold  from  seven  to  ten  dollars  a  thousand. 
In  1830,  Hervey  Gilbert  advertised  for  sale  a  good  brick  yard  about  one 
and  one-half  mjles  south  of  Amherst  College.  In  1S87,  C.  E.  Alexander 
&  Co.  leased  land  of  W.  F.  Williams  at  South  Amherst  and  engaged  in 
the  manufacture  of  brick,  on  a  large  scale.  They  became  insohent  in 
1892,  and  the  property  passed  into  the  hands  of  Marcy  «S:  Gardner  who 
have  since  conducted  the  business.  The  average  number  of  brick  made 
at  the  yard  in  the  course  of  a  year  is  from  three  to  four  million,  the  average 
number  of  employes  is  from  35  to  40'  IMost  of  the  product  is  sold  in 
Massachusetts,  RIkkIc  Island  and  ( 'onnccticut.  Statistics  for  1845  show 
the  number  of  brick  niaiuifactured  in  Amherst  the  preceding  year  to  ha\  e 
been  85,000,  valued  at  >225  ;  the  numi)er  of  employes  was  two.  In  1855, 
250,000  brick  were  made  \'alued  at  $1,125  ;  'nnnber  of  employes  was 
ten. 


AMERICAN  BUTTON  COMPANY. 


In  the  early  '60s,  the  American  Button  company  was  organized,  com- 
posed mainly  of  Amherst  men,  for  the  manufacture  of  a  patent 
button.  The  following  paragraph,  quoted  from  the  Hampshire  Express 
under  date  of  jNlay  3,  1866,  gives  a  good  idea  of  the  beginning  and 
nature  of  the  enterprise  : 

•'Anew  enterprise  has  been  developed  by  the  business  men  in  this  vicinity 
within  the  past  few  days.  Mr.  I.  F.  Palmer  of  Springfield  has  invented  a  patent 
button  which  is  attached  to  any  kind  of  clothing  without  sewing.  The  shank  and 
cap  of  the  button  are  made  separate.  The  cloth  is  pierced  with  a  bodkin  and  the 
shank,  which  has  a  cap  upon  the  under  side,  inserted.  The  button  then  fits  on  to 
the  shank  and  is  fastened  in  its  place  with  a  spring,  and  can  only  be  removed  by 
cutting  the  cloth.  This  patent  was  assigned  by  Mr.  Palmer  to  Rev.  George  Cooke, 
J.  S.  C.  Adams,  and  \V.  H.  Keith,  president  of  the  Waltham  Watch  Co.  I'hey 
have  organized  a  joint  stock  company,  with  a  capital  stock  of  Sioo.cco.  to  promote 
the  manufacture.  All  of  the  stock  was  taken  in  a  week's  time,  and  a  large  portion 
of  it  in  this  vicinity.  Parties  are  now  otiering-io  per  cent  premium  for  it.  Although 
the  company  is  not  yet  organized,  yet  the  proprietors  of  the  patent  have  machinery 
already  manufacturing,  and  have  made  contracts  for  the  manufacture  of  the  button 
until  they  shall  have  established  a  factory  of  their  own.  The  location  of  the  fac- 
tory is  not  yet  decided  upon.  The  button  has  been  patented  in  England,  PTance 
and  Belgium." 

The  factory  was  situated  a  little  south  of  the  New  London  Northern 
•  railway  depot.  A  notice  of  the  annual  meeting  held  in  Boston 
in  May,  1868,  gives  the  following  list  of  officers  :  President,  Plenry 
Hills  ;  clerk  and  treasurer,  K.  A.  Kingsley  ;  directors,  J.  S.  Adams  and 
M.  Cutler  of  Amherst,  Charles  Roberts  of  Ijoston,  Hon.  Edward  Southworth 
of  Springfield,  L.  N.  Granger  of  North  Hadley  ;  general  agent,  Edward 
Kingsley.  The  company  met  with  little  success  in  its  enterprise,  and  a 
notice  in  the  Amherst  RetorJ  under  date  of  Nov.  19,  1S68,  announced  that 
the  Button  company  had  disposed  of  half  its  machinery,  tools  and  fixtures 
al  private  sale,  but  had  not  disposed  of  its  patents. 

David  Mack  enija^ed  in  the  business  of  manufacturincr  ladies'  hats 
sometime  Ijetween  the  years  1S35  and  iS-jo.  The  business  was  carried  on 
in  a  block  built  by  him  on  the  site  now  occupied  by  Cook's  block.  Plis 
son  Samuel  V..  was  associated  in  business  with  him.  They  employed  about 
too  hands,  on  an  average,  sometimes,  in  the  busy  season,  as  many  as  140. 
1  liesc  employes  were  nearly  all  girls  and  women,  onlv  about  ten  men  l)eing 
e:igaged  in  the  business.  They  use(fl  foreign  straw,  bougiit  in  New  \'ork, 
and  carried  on  the  comj^lete  Inisiness  of  hat  manufacture.  The  goods  were 
s"M  ill  New  \'ork,  Philadelphia  and  New  (Orleans.  The  business  was  sold 
*'ui  in  iS.pS  to  Jo.sepii  Payson  of  i'.asthampton,  wiio  conducted  it  until  1S52 
^'f  53.  ulien  it  was  gi\-en  up.  l)a\id  Maek  died  in  Amherst  in  185.}. 
•"^•'Miucl  !  ,.  Mack  remo\  ed  in  1848  to  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  where  lie  died  in  1866. 
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For  many  years  O.  M.  Clapp  was  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
bonnets  and  artificial  flowers.  Concerning  tliis  industry,  his  daughter, 
Mrs.  A.  M.  Bardwell,  now  a  resident  of  CaUfornia,  writes  as  follows: 

"  It  was  about  1S40,  I  think,  that  father  began,  in  the  front  room  of  the  house 
now  occupied  by  the  family  of  Xoah  Dickinson,  the  manufacture  of  straw  bonnets, 
the  material  being  largely  furnished  by  the  busy  tingers  of  Pelham's  industrious 
daughters.  Some  six  or  eight  girls  were  employed  in  the  sewing-room  at  that 
time,  but  as  the  goods  found  favor  with  New  York  parties,  imported  braids  were 
used  and  the  number  of  employes  in  the  shop  was  increased  to  about  25.  The 
business  having  been  removed  to  the  house  north  of  the  store,  general  millinery 
was  added,  and  the  demand  for  artificial  flowers  caused  father  to  engage  in  their 
manufacture.  In  1S44.  I  was  sent  to  New  York  to  learn  the  business,  and  that 
department  was  given  into  my  charge.  The  greatest  number  employed  at  any  one 
time,  I  think,  was  ten.  It  was  continued  tliree  or  four  years,  many  of  tlie  tlowers 
going  to  wholesale  houses  in  Boston.  The  importation  of  French  tlowers  increas- 
ing rapidly,  rendered  the  business  less  profitable  and  it  was  abandoned.  The  large 
importation  of  foreign  braids,  and  the  introduction  of  machinery  in  their  manufac- 
ture, rendered  the  making  of  straw  goods  also  unprofitable,  and  about  1S4S  he 
gave  it  up,  but  enlarged  the  millinery  department  so  as  to  retain  most  of  his  old 
employes.    The  millinery  business  was  continued  until  about  1S56." 

About  1850,  O.  M.  Clapp  bought  out  the  marble  works  which  had 
been  established  by  Chandler  Sabin.  He  manufactured  monuments,  head- 
stones and  all  kinds  of  marble  work,  employing  three  or  four  men  most  of 
the  time.  He  continued  in  the  business  until  his  death  in  1887.  On  his 
death  the  business  was  purchased  by  Samuel  P.  Clutia,  who  has  since  con- 
ducted it,  removing  the  works  to  the  center  village  in  1S90. 

As  early  as  1S54,  Ira  C.  Haskins  began  the  manufacture  of  gold  pens 
in  Amherst.  For  several  years  his  brother,  J.  C.  Haskins,  was  associated 
with  him  in  tlie  business  under  the  firm  name  of  Haskins  Bros.  Gold 
pens  were  manufactured  in  nearly  fifty  different  patterns.  In  1S67,  by 
special  act  of  the  General  Court,  the  Haskins  Gold  Pen  manufacturing 
company  was  incorporated,  for  the  manufacture  of  pencils  and  gold  pens  in 
Shutesbury  and  Amherst.  The  capital  stock  was  not  to  exceed  $100,000. 
The  company  was  never  organized  under  the  charter. 

In  1839,  the  General  Court  passed  an  act  to  incorporate  the  .\ndicrst 
Silk  association.  The  persons  whose  names  were  given  in  tiie  charter  were 
Nelson  Rust,  Oliver  M.  Clapp  and  Matthew  Porter.  The  business  of  the 
association  was  to  manufacture  silk  iji  the  town  of  Andierst,  and  the  capital 
stock  was  not  to  e.xceed  $20,000.  So  far  as  can  be  learned,  there  was 
never  any  organization  under  the  charter. 

Vor  several  years  William  CTitler  conducted  a  lampblack  factory  on 
the  site  now  occiii)ied  by  The  Hills  ('o's  factory.  At  dilfeient  times  nr,\n\- 
persons  have  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  brooms  and  brushes  in 
Amherst.     Since  1880,  A.  H.  lirown  has  conducted  a  broom  and  brush 
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factory  at  North  Amherst,  employing  from  three  to  five  hands,  the  annual 
product  being  about  4,000  brooms.  Shoe-heels  were  manufactured  for  a 
time  by  C.  O.  Parmenter  and  S.  \\\  Gilbert.  C.  R.  Stickney  manufactured 
in  1S69  a  patent  pocket  light,  consisting  of  a  small  match-box  and  candle- 
stick combined,  the  whole  not  larger  than  an  ordinary  match-box.  Edward 
1*.  Cushman  was  for  a  time  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  cigars.  Of 
saw-mills  and  grist-mills  and  cider-mills  the  town  has  had  its  quota,  but  it 
is  a  practical  impossibility  to  trace  their  ownership  from  generation  to 
generation. 


CHAPTER  XvXXVlIl. 


The  First  Railway  in  ?v1assachusetts. — Connecticut  River  Road. — 
Hampshire  and  Franklin  Railway  Company. — Mount  FIol- 
YOKE  Railway  Company. — Amherst  Branch  Railroad,— The 
Amherst  and  Belchertown  Railway  Company. — New  Lon- 
don Northern  Road. — Massachusetts  Central  Railway 
Company. 

The  efforts  made  by  Amherst's  citizens  to  secure  railway  communica- 
tion with  the  outer  world  furnish  material  for  an  interesting  chapter  in 
looal  history.  These  efforts  began  at  an  early  period  in  the  history  of 
railway  construction  in  New  England,  and  were  continued  until  crowned 
V.  ith  success,  witnessed  to-day  by  the  two  railway  lines  that  pass  tlirougli 
the  tow  n,  the  one  accommodating  travel  to  the  north  and  south,  the  other  to 
tile  east  and  west.  Tiie  story  of  their  construction  is  one  of  persistent 
l'd)or,  liberal  expenditure  and  patient  waiting  ;  labor  that  engaged  the  time 
and  talents  of  the  most  prominent  citizens  of  the  town,  expenditure  that 
^dilcd  largely  to  the  town's  indebtedness  and  burden  of  taxation,  waiting 
\*>In(.h  taxed  patience  and  public  spirit  to  the  utmost.  The  first  railway 
l»f'ij«.'ct  designed  to  benefit  the  citizens* of  Western  Massachusetts  originated 
>'S27,  wiien  a  board  of  conunissioners  was  appointed  to  survey  one  or 
"inrc  routes  for  a  railway  between  Uoston  and  Albany.  The  boaid 
examined  two  routes,  one  crossing  the  Connecticut  river  at  Northampton, 
tlu-  other  at  Springfield.  In  making  their  estimales,  they  figured  on  the  use 
<»5  il^)^^cs  for  motive  power,  the  development  of  steam  power  being  as  }'et 
HI  Its  infancy.    As  a  result  of  these  surveys,  tiie  Boston  ^S:  Worcester  rail- 
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road  company  was  incorporated;  later  on,  in  1833,  the  "  Western  Railroad 
Corporation  "  was  chartered,  for  the  purpose  of  constructing  a  road  from 
Worcester,  the  terminus  o-f  the  Boston  &:\\'orcester  railroad,  to  the  New  York 
state  line,  with  a  capital  stock  limited  to  $2,000,000.  The  corporation 
was  organized  in  January,  1836,  the  work  of  construction  began  in  1837, 
and  Oct.  i,  1839.  the  road  was  opened  to  travel  from  Worcester  to  Spring- 
field. The  western  extension  of  the  road  to  Albany  was  not  open  for 
travel  until  September,  1S42. 

The  completion  of  the  Western  railroad  was  a  signal  for  the  inaugu- 
ration of  new  enterprises  in  railway  building  in  Western  Massachusetts. 
In  March,  1842,  John  Clarke,  Samuel  L.  Hinckley,  Stephen  Brewer, 
Jonathan  H.  Butler,  Winthrop  Hillyer  and  their  associaties  were  granted  a 
charter  as  the  "  Northampton  and  Springfield  Railroad  Corporation,"  for 
the  purpose  of  building  a  road  commencing  within  one  mile  of  the  Court 
House  (Northampton),  crossing  Connecticut  river  near  Mt.  Holyokc,  and 
passing  down  the  valley  of  said  river  on  East  side  thereof,  through  a 
portion  of  Hadley,  South  Hadley  and  Springfield,  to  meet  the  track  of  the 
Hartford  and  Springfield  corporation  at  Cabotville,  or  diverging  from 
said  line,  at  or  near  Stony  Brook  in  South  Hadley,  and  passing  over  the 
plain,  and  crossing  the  Chicopee  river  near  the  Falls,  uniting  with  the 
Western  Railroad,  easterly  of  the  depot  in  Springfield."  The  capital  stock 
was  limited  by  the  original  act  of  incorporation  to  $400,000,  but  by  special 
act  of  the  General  Court,  passed  in  1844,  was  increased  to  $500,000.  In 
January.  1845,  Henry  W.  Clapp,  Ralph  Williams,  Henry  W.  Cushman  and 
their  associates  were  incorporated  as  the  "  Greenfield  and  Northampton 
Railroad  Company,"  and  were  authorized  to  build  a  railroad  from  North- 
ampton to  Greenfield.  By  the  act  of  incorporation,  the  Greenfield  and 
Northampton  and  Northampton  and  Springfield  companies  were  authorized 
to  unite  under  the  nanic  of  the  Connecticut  River  railroad  company  ;  this 
union  was  brought  about  in  July,  1845.  March  21,  1845.  a  special  act  was 
passed  authorizing  the  Northam])ton  and  Springfield  company  to  change 
its  route  to  the  present  location  on  the  west  side  of  the  Connecticut,  cross- 
ing the  ri\-er  at  W'illimansett.  In  .Vpril,  1846,  an  act  was  passed  authoriz- 
ing the  Connecticut  Ri\  er  railroad  conijoany  to  extend  tlieir  tracks  north- 
ward to  the  \'ermont  state  line. 

IMie  inhabitants  of  towns  on  the'east  side  of  the  ('onnec  ticut,  having 
every  reason  to  beHe\'e  tiiatthe  tracks  of  the  Northampton  and  Springfield 
road  were  to  be  laid  on  tlieir  side  of  the  river  from  Springtield  to  Mt. 
Holyoke,  took  j)r(^mpt  measures  to  secure  an  extensioii  of  the  road  ti)  the 
north  througii  Hampshire  and  I'ranklin  county  towns.  With  that  end  in 
view,  a  railroad  convention  was  iielcl  at  Sweetser's  hall  in  Aiiihrrst,  i  >e(  . 
17,  i8-n.     Martin  (irout  u{  Montague  was  chosen  piesident  of  tiie  con- 
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vention  and  Horace  Lyman  of  Sunderland  and  Newton  Fitch  of  Amherst 
secretaries.  Resolutiona  were  passed  to  the  following  effect:  That  the 
prospect  of  the  early  completion  of  the  Vermont  and  Massachusetts  rail- 
road as  far  west  as  Grout's  in  Montague,  and  the  increasing  business  upon 
the  route  through  the  valley  of  the  Connecticut  river,  justified  and  required 
that  immediate  efforts  be  made  to  secure  a  charter  for  a  road  to  connect 
the  Northampton  and  Springfield  road  at  Hockanum  with  the  Vermont  and 
Massachusetts  road  at  or  near  Grout's ;  that  the  construction  of  a  road 
over  the  proposed  route  would  complete  a  great  circle  of  railway  commu- 
nication between  New  York  and  New  England,  and  furnish  a  more  direct 
communication  between  this  part  of  the  Connecticut  valley  and  Boston  ; 
that  the  survey  made  by  an  experienced  engineer  on  the  contemplated 
route  showed  it  as  feasible  as  any  that  had  been  examined  and  that  the 
road  could  be  constructed  as  cheaply  as  any  in  New  England  ;  that  a  com- 
mittee be  appointed  to  take  all  necessary  measures  to  obtain  a  charter 
from  the  next  Legislature.  A  committee  of  six  was  appointed,  Amherst 
being  represented  by  Dr.  Timothy  J.  Gridley.  .The  Hampshire  and  Frank- 
lin railroad  company  was  incorporated  by  an  act  of  the  General  Court 
passed  Feb.  i,  -1845.  I'he  names  of  the  incorporators  were  Timothy  J. 
Gridley,  lAike  Sweetser,  Parsons  \\'est,  and  others.  They  were  empowered 
to  locate,  construct  and  fully  complete  a  railroad  with  one  or  more  tracks 
from  some  convenient  point  in  the  village  of  Hockanum  in  the  town  of 
JIadley,  passing  through  the  towns  of  Amherst,  Hadley  and  Sunderland,  to 
some  convenient  point  on  the  Vermont  and  Massachusetts  railroad,  in 
either  of  the  towns  of  Montague  or  Erving.  The  capital  stock  was  not  to 
e.xceed  S6oo,ooo.  The  location  of  the  road  was  to  be  filed  with  the  county 
commissioners  in  two  years  and  the  road  to  be  completed  in  four  years, 
'i^ie  road  might  unite  with  the  A^ermont  and  Massachusetts  road  at  either 
Montague  or  Erving,  and  with  the  Northampton  and  Springtield  road  at 
Hockanum,  should  the  latter  road  be  constructed  to  that  village.  The 
Vermont  and  Massachusetts  railroad  company  was  incorporated  in  1S44, 
and  authorized  to  build  a  railroad  from  Eitchburg  to  Vernon,  Vt. 

^^  hen  the  incorporators  of  the  Hampshire  and  Franklin  railway  com- 
l>any  learned  that  it  was  proposed  to  alter  the  route  of  the  Northampton 
and  Springfield  road,  and  lay  its  tracks  on  the  west  side  of  the  river,  great 
'n(hgn;iti()n  was  aroused.  The  act'ion  was  considered  a  breach  of  faith  on 
tile  ]x'u  t  of  its  projectors  and  of  the  General  Court.  It  was  realized  that 
tile  Hamjxshire  and  Eranklin  railrcKul,  if  constructed,  must  have  a  southern 
tonneciion,  and  if  this  could  not  be  secured  at  Hockanum,  with  tlie  North- 
ampion  and  Springfield  road,  tiien  an   independent    line   must  be  built. 

!tii  liiis  c-nd  in  \  iew  the  incori)orators  of  the  Hanijishire  and  franklin 
ro.ul  sec  ured  from  the  General  Court  in   March,   1846,  a  charter  for  the 
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Mount  Holyoke  railroad  company.  The  names  mentioned  in  the  act  of 
incorporation  are  John  S.  Adams,  Luke  Sweetser  and  Samuel  Nash,  They 
were  authorized  to  locate,  construct  and  complete  a  railroad  from  the 
southern  terminus  of  the  Hampshire  and  Franklin  railroad,  in  the  village 
of  Hockanum  in  the  town  of  Hadley,  passing  through  a  part  of  Hadley, 
South  Hadley  and  Springfield  to  some  convenient  point  on  the  Connecticut 
River  railroad  at  or  near  Willimansett  in  Springheld.  The  capital  stock 
was  to  be  not  more  than  $200,000  in  shares  of  $100  each.  The  location 
of  the  road  was  to  be  filed  in  one  year  and  the  road  completed  in  thjee 
years.  It  might  unite  with  and  take  the  name  of  the  Hampshire  and 
Franklin  railroad. 

•  A  meeting  of  friends  of  the  Hampshire  and  Franklin  railroad  was 
held  at  Sweetser's  hall  in  Amherst,  ]May  5,  1S46.  It  was  called  to  order 
by  Hon.  Edward  Dickinson.  Permanent  officers  were  chosen  as  follows: 
President,  James  White  of  Northfield  ;  vice-presidents,  Hon.  Zebina  Field 
of  Leverett,  Gen.  Parsons  West  of  Hadley;  secretaries,  E.  G.  Powdoinof 
South  Hadley,  Newton  Fitch  of  Amherst.  A  committee  was  appointed  to 
report  business  to  the  meeting.  The  incorporating  acts  of  the  Hampshire 
and  Franklin  and  ^Nlount  Holyoke  railway  companies  were  read,  also  the 
acts  authorizing  the  extension  of  the  Connecticut  River  railroad,  and  an 
act  in  addition  to  an  act  incorporating  the  Vermont  and  Massachusetts 
railroad.  The  committee  reported  a  preamble  and  resolutions,  in  substance 
as  follows  : 

Whereas,  the  Legislature  in  1842  granted  a  charter  to  the  Northampton 
and  Springfield  railroad  company  to  build  a  railroad  on  the  east  side  of 
the  Connecticut  river  from  Cabotville  to  Hockanum,  thence  crossing  the 
river  to  Northampton,  and 

Whereas,  the  Legislature  of  1S44  extended  the  charter  two  years,  and 

Whereas,  the  people  living  on  the  east  side  of  the  river  in  1844  made 
application  to  the  Legislature,  procured  the  necessary  surveys  and  took  all 
preliminary  measures  required  by  law  for  obtaining  a  charter  to  extend 
the  road  up  the  east  side  of  the  river,  and  obtained  -a  charter  for  such 
extension  from  Hockanum  to  Grout's  at  Millers  River,  and 

Whereas,  after  a  charter  was  granted  for  such  extension,  tlie  Legisla- 
ture gave  leave  to  the  Northampton  and  Springfield  railroad  to  cross  the 
Connecticut  river  between  Williman.^ett  and  ^\'est  Springfield,  and  build 
their  road  on  the  west  side  of  the  river  for  eight  out  of  the  twelve  miles 
between  Cabotville  and  Northampton,  and  thus  abandon  two-thirds  of  tlie 
originally  chartered  route  on  the  ground  of  saving  in  expense  of  construc- 
tion, and 

Whereas,  tiie  friends  of  the  originally  chartered  route  iiave  fell  obliged 
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to  a]:)plv  to  the  Legislature  for  leave  to  build  a  railroad  over  the  route  above 
named,  aiul  have  obtained  a  charter  for  that  purpose, 

J\i-so/7-t'(/,  that  a  railroad  on  the  east  side  of  the  Connecticut  river  is 
needed  as  imperatively  now  as  when  the  charter  of  the  Northampton  and 
Springfield  railroad  was  granted  in  1S42,  and  as  when,  in  1844,  the  time 
for  construction  was  extended,  and  that  a  road  on  the  west  side  of  the 
river  does  not  afford  us  reasonable  accommodation; 

7ies()/7'ed,  that  the  route  of  the  Mount  Holyoke  and  Hampshire  and 
I  ranklin  railroads  is  feasible,  that  they  can  be  built  at  reasonable  expense 
and  in  our  opinion  would  pay  good  dividends  ; 

Resolved,  that  the  interests  of  the  people  on  the  line  of  the  road,  in 
the  valley  of  the  Connecticut  river,  and  the  interests  of  the  public  gener- 
ally, require  that  a  railroad  should  be  built  from  Grout's  on  Miller's  river  to 
W'illimansett  at  the  earliest  practicable  period,  and  that  we  will  exert  our- 
selves to  the  utmost  of  our  ability  to  accomplish  this  object. 

After  brief  discussion,  these  resolutions  were  adopted  by  unanimous 
vote.  Professor  E.  S.  Snell  addressed  the  meeting,  giving  the  results  of 
his  investigations  as  to  the  feasibility  of  constructing  a  railroad  around  the 
west  end  of  Mt.  Holyoke,  illustrating  his  remarks  by  drawings.  He 
exj^ressed  the  belief  that  such  a  road  could  be  built  at  reasonable  expense, 
Hon.  James  White,  president  of  the  convention,  stated  that  in  his  opinion 
tile  proposed  road  between  Grout's  and  \\'illimansett  would  prove  an 
important  part  of  the  river  road  and  that  in  many  respects  its  interests 
were  identical  with  those  of  the  A'^ermont  and  Massachusetts  road.  A  com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  solicit  subscriptions  for  stock  in  the  towns  through 
which  the  road  would  pass  ;  those  appointed  from  Amherst  were  John 
Lelaiid,  Thomas  Jones  and  Charles  Adams.  The  Express,  under  date  of 
May  14,  1S46,  announced  that  stock  subscription  books  had  been  opened 
in  Amherst,  May  7,  and  in  one  week  over  $72,000  had  been  subscribed, 
^Nith  the  prospect  of  a  considerable  increase.  Within  three  weeks,  at  least 
one-fourth  of  the  capital  stock  of  $425,000  was  subscribed  for  in  the  towns 
of  .Vmlierst  and  South  Hadley.  June  25,  1846,  announcement  was  made 
lliat  Amherst  citizens  had  subscribed  $90,000  of  the  amount  needed. 
1  he.se  sul)scriptions  were  made  by  no  less  than  200  indi\'iduals  ;  the  largest 
amount  subscribed  by  any  one  man  was  $6,000.  Hadley  citizens  had 
subscriljed  to  the  amount  of  S2o,ooo.  All  this  time  a  tierce  controversy 
was  being  waged  between  the  residents  of  Xorthampton  and  those  in 
Ainiicrst  over  the  merits  and  demerits  of  the  railway  lines  projected  on  the 
east  and  west  sides  of  the  Connecticut.  The  weight  of  money,  if  not  of 
argunu-nt,  rested  with  Xorthampton.  The  Connecticut  River  road  was 
opened  for  travel,  from  Springtield  to  Xortiiampton,  Dec.  13,  1S45  ;  the 
extension  to  Cireenheld  was  comjileted  in  November,  1846. 
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In  October,  1S46,  the  Express  announced  it  was  probable  that  the 
Hampshire  and  Frankhn  and  Mt.  Holyoke  railroads  would  be  united  and 
the  line  definitely  located  that  fall.  Oct.  27,  the  stockholders  of  the  Hamp- 
shire and  Franklin  road  met  at  Sweetser's  hall  in  Amherst  and  proceeded 
to  organize  under  their  charter.  The  following  persons  were  chosen  as 
■directors  of  the  company  :  Charles  Adams  and  John  Leland  of  Amherst, 
Horace  Henderson  of  Sunderland,  John  S.  Ward  of  Montague  and  Samuel 
Powers  of  Hadley.  The  directors  chose  Hon.  John  Leland  president  and 
John  S.  Adams,  Esq.  clerk  and  treasurer.  On  the  same  day,  the  stock- 
holders of  the  ]\Iount  Holyoke  railroad  company  met  at  Smith's  hotel  in 
South  Hadley,  for  organization,  and  chose  as  directors,  William  Bowdoin, 
Alonzo  Bardwell,  Erastus  T.  Smith,  Moses  Montague  and  Hiram  Smith, 
all  of  South  Hadley.  Hon.  William  Bowdoin  was  elected  president  and 
E.  G.  Bowdoin,  Esq.  clerk.  Nov.  4,  1S46,  the  two  corporations  agreed  to 
unite  under  the  name  of  the  Plampshire  and  Franklin  railroad  company. 
The  united  companies  chose  as  directors  Hon.  John  Leland,  Luke 
Sweetser,  Esq.  and  Charles  Adams  of  Amherst,  Hon.  \^'illiam  Bowdoin  of 
South  Hadley,  John  A.  ^Morton  of  FLadley,  Florace  Henderson  of  Sunder- 
land, John  S.  Ward  of  Montague,  Hon.  Otis  Everett  of  Boston,  and  George 
W.  Warren,  Esq.  of  Charlestown.  A  party  of  eight  or  ten  men  was  set  at 
"work,  under  direction  of  A.  F.  Edwards  of  Fitchburg,  civil  engineer,  to 
make  the  preliminary  survey  and  locate  the  road. 

Early  in  December,  1S46,  the  surveys  of  the  road  had  been  completed 
from  Grout's  to  Hockanum.  At  a  meeting  of  the  stockholders  held  at 
Sweetser's  hall,  Jan.  28,  1S47,  a  report  was  submitted  of  the  location  of 
the  road.  The  route  at  Sunderland  passed  from  80  to  100  rods  east  of 
the  church,  thence  crossed  Dry  Brook  near  the  house  of  Zebina  Hunt, 
passed  a  little  east  of  the  house  of  John  Wiley,  some  80  rods  west  of  the 
■"  Plumb  Trees,"  crossed  tht^  North  Amherst  and  North  Hadley  road  a 
little  east  of  the  home  of  E.  Spear,  and  continued  to  a  point  some  six  or 
eight  rods  west  of  Elijah  Boltwood's  house,  or  about  a  half-mile  west  of 
the  .'\mlierst  house,  thence  turning  to  the  west.  The  length  of  the  route 
as  surveyed  was  23. 1 1  miles.  The  estimated  expense  of  building,  equip- 
ping and  putting  it  in  running  order  was  a  little  more  than  $437,000.  \\\ 
February,  1S47,  the  directors  levied  the  fust  assessment,  of  Si. 00  i)er 
share  on  the  capital  stock,  payable  before  ^Larch  24. 

The  enthusiasm  shown  by  the  projectors  of  the  road  was  shared  to 
some  extent  by  the  general  public,  but  while  the  residents  of  Amherst  and 
South  Fladley  subscribed  liberally  to  the  stock  the  inhabitants  of  other 
towns  along  the  proposed  route  failed  to  supj^ly  the  mone}'  needed  for 
carrying  the  enteri)ri.se  to  a  successful  conclusion.  I'.arnest,  almost  heroic 
efforts  were  made  to  raise  the  necessary  funds,  but  they  were  imavailing. 
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In  April,  1848,  the  General  Court  passed  a  special  act  extending  the  time 
in  which  the  road  might  be  constructed  to  Feb.  i,  1850.  At  a  meeting  of 
the  corporation,  held  in  Amherst.  July  3,  1848,  to  take  action  on  this 
measure,  $85,000  of  the  capital  stock  of  the  road  was  represented.  After 
a  full  discussion  of  the  matter,  a  vote  was  passed  not  to  accept  of  the  pro- 
visions of  this  act.  The  directors  were  instructed  to  collect  all  assessments 
and  settle  all  claims  as  early  as  practicable.  Thus  came  to  an  inglorious 
ending  the  first  railway  enterprise  in  which  Amherst  men  and  Amherst 
capital  engaged.  It  is  interesting  to  speculate  on  the  possible  results  had 
the  road  been  constructed  along  the  route  proposed.  Sunderland  and 
Montague  Center  would  have  been  placed  in  railway  connection  with  the 
outside  world  a  half-century  ago;  what  this  might  have  meant  to  these 
towns  in  the  \vay  of  progress  and  development  can  only  be  estimated  by 
the  stimulating  effect  of  railway  facilities  upon  communities  of  like 
character.  Although  the  Hampshire  and-  Franklin  railway  had  nothing 
but  corporate  existence,  the  labor  expended  in  its  behalf  was  not  entirely 
fruitless.  A  popular  interest  was  aroused  in  railway  matters,  and  the 
public  was  educated  in  regard  to  the  value  of  railway  facilities  so  that 
when,  a  few^  years,  later,  another  road  was  projected  it  encountered  but 
little  of  the  opposition  against  which  tlie  original  enterprise  was  forced  to 
contend. 

The  next  railway  enterprise  to  enlist  the  attention  of  Amherst  citizens 
^vas  the  ''Amherst  Branch  Railroad  C'ompany."  By  an  act  of  the  General 
Court  passed  April  10,  1848,  Samuel  L.  Hinckley,  John  Dickinson,  Jr. 
and  Jason  Stockbridgc,  their  associates  and  successors,  were  incorporated 
by  the  name  of_  the  Amherst  l]ranch  Railroad  company,  with  power  to 
l(;cate,  construct  and  maintain  a  railroad,  with  one  or  more  tracks,  from 
some  convenient  point  in  the  town  of  Amherst,  within  half  a  mile  of 
Amherst  College,  through  the  town  of  Hadley,  to  some  point  on  the  Con- 
necticut River  railroad  in  Northampton,  or  in  the  southerly  part  of  Flattield; 
they  might  also  construct  and  maintain  a  bridge  across  the  Connecticut 
ri\  vr  between  the  Northampton  bridge  and  the  site  of  the  old  Flaifield 
bridge.  'l"hc  capital  stock  was  not  to  exceed  $250,000,  and  unless  the 
road  should  be  com]:)leted  in  18  months  the  charter  would  become  void. 
The  company  was  authorized  to  unite  its  road  with  the  ConnectiLUt  Ri\er 
railroad.  'J'he  company  was  organized  under  its  charter  at  a  meeting  held 
in  Amherst,  Aug.  25,  1848.  Samuel  L.  Hinckley  served  as  chairman  of 
the  meeting  and  J.  W.  lioyden,  }\sc|.  as  secretary.  It  was  voted  that  the 
caj)ital  stock  of  tlie  company  should  be  $160,000.  Subscription  books 
should  jje  oj)ened  in  Amherst.  Hadley  and  Northampton.  As  soon  as  the 
subscriptions  to  the  capital  stock  should  amount  to  $75,000,  a  meeting  was 
to  be  held  for  the  choice  of  directors,  who  should  hold  ofiice  until  the  cor- 
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poration  became  merged  in  the  Connecticut  River  railroad  company. 
Some  two  weeks  later,  announcement  was  made  that  Amherst  citizens  had 
subscribed  to  the  capital  stock  to  the  amount  of  $31,300.  From  a  map  of 
the  survey  of  the  *'  Northampton  and  Amherst  Railroad,"  made  in  1S47 
and  now  on  hie  in  the  State  Library  at  Boston,  the  proposed  route  of  the 
road  may  be  ascertained.  Two  lines  are  marked  out  on  the  map,  one 
leading  to  Northampton,  the  other  to  Hatheld.  The  route  through  Hadley 
passed  near  the  southerly  end  of  ]\It.  Warner,  and  entered  Amherst  con- 
siderably north  of  the  line  of  the  Central  ^[assachusetts  road.  The  same 
causes  that  led  to  the  abandonment  of  the  Hampshire  and  Franklin  road 
proved  fatal  to  the  "  Amherst  Ikanch."  The  necessary  funds  were  not 
forthcoming,  and  the  project  was  abandoned.  As  the  Hampshire  and 
Franklin  road  was  the  forerunner  of  the  New  London  and  Northern,  so 
the  Amherst  ]]ranch  may  be  regarded  as  a  prophecy  of  the  road  which 
forty  years  later  was  to  join  the  town  of  Amherst  and  the  city  of  North- 
ampton in  the  bonds  of  commercial  intercourse. 

In  1847,  the  Connecticut  Legislature  chartered  the  New  London,  Wil- 
limantic  and  Springfield  raih'oad  company,  authorizing  it  to  locate  and 
construct  a  railroad  from  New  London  to  Willimantic,  and  thence  to  the 
"  North  line  of  the  State  towards  Springheld  in  the  State  of  Massachu- 
setts.'' It  was  subsequently  deemed  advisable  to  make  Palmer,  instead 
of  Springfield,  the  northern  terminus  of  the  route.  In  1848,  the  company 
was  granted  a  charter  by  the  Massachusetts  General  Court  for  continuing 
the  road  from  the  state  line,  a  distance  of  nine  miles,  to  the  Western  rail- 
road at  Palmer.  Sept.  20,  1850,  the  road  was  opened  from  New  London 
to  Palmer,  a  distance  of  66  miles.  The  road  was  successful  from  its 
beginning,  but  its  owners  and  operators  early  felt  the  need  of  an  extension 
of  the  line  to  the  north.  Herein  lay  Amherst's  opportunity,  an  opportu- 
nity promptly  recognized  and  embraced.  'J'he  EA/^nss,  in  its  issue  for 
March  7,  1851,  called  the  attention  of  its  readers  to  the  railway  route  for 
which  a  petition  was  then  pending  before  the  General  Court.  It  was 
esteemed  a  better  route,  in  many  respects,  than  others  previously  planned 
to  pass  through  Amherst,  and  would,  when  completed,  form  an  important 
link  in  a  great  railroad  chain  reaching  across  New  England. 

The  General  Court,  by  an  act  passed  in  rvLiy,  1851,  incorporated 
Edward  Hitciicock,  Ithamar  Conkey,  Edward  Dickinson,  Myron  Lawrence, 
Luke  Sweetser  and  others,  under  the  name  of  the  Amherst  and  IJelclu'r- 
town  railroad  company.  Hon.  Myron  Lawrence  was  a  resident  of  Pel- 
town,  the  otliers  named  of  Amherst.  They  were  emi)owered  to  locate, 
construct  and  maintain  a  railroad  from  the  depot  of  the  New  Eondon, 
Willimantic  and  i'almer  raiIi(Kul  in  Palmer,  crossing  the  Western  railroad  at 
or  near  its  depot  in  Palmer,  by  the  most  convenient  route  northerly  through 
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the  towns  of  Palmer,  Belchertown,  Amherst,  Leverett,  Sunderland  and  Mon- 
tague, to  the  Vermont  and  Massachusetts  railroad  at  the  point  most  con- 
\-cnient  to  intersect  the  same  in  the  town  of  ^Montague,  'I'he  capital  stock 
was  not  to  exceed  $600,000,  in  shares  of  $100  each.  Within  five  years 
after  the  completion  of  the  road  the  General  Court  might  reduce  its  tolls, 
or  profits,  but  the  same  should  not  be  reduced,  without  the  consent  of  the 
corporation,  to  less  than  ten  per  cent,  on  the  capital  stock  subscribed  for 
and  paid  in.  Other,  roads  might  enter  upon  and  use  its  tracks  under 
reasonable  conditions.  I'he  road  must  be  located  in  two  years  and  com- 
pleted in  four  years.  IHider  certain  conditions,  the  New  London,  W'illi- 
mantic  and  Palmer  road  could  unite  with  the  Amherst  and  Tielchertown 
railroad,  and  become  one  corporation  under  the  name  of  the  New  London, 
Palmer  and  Amherst  railroad.  The  corporation,  so  far  as  its  road  was 
situated  in  Massachusetts,  should  be  subject  to  the  general  laws  of  the 
slate.  No  shares  in  its  capital  stock  should  be  issued  for  a  less  sum  or 
amount,  to  be  actually  paid  in  on  each,  than  the  par  value  of  the  shares, 
hrst  issued.  For  purposes  of  construction,  the  road  should  be  divided  into 
two  sections,  one  reaching  from  Palmer  to  Amherst,  the  other  from  Amherst 
to  Montague.  A  moiety  of  the  capital  stock  authorized  by  the  act  should 
be  set  apart  for  the  construction  of  each  section,  and  work  was  not  to 
begin  on  either  section  until  a  certificate  had  been  fded  in  the  ofhce  of  the 
secretar}'  of  the  Commonwealth,  signed  by  the  president  and  a  majority  of 
the  directors,  stating  that  all  the  stock  appropriated  and  set  apart  for  the 
construction  of  such  section  had  been  subscribed  for  by  responsible  parties,, 
and  that  twenty  per  cent,  of  the  par  value  of  each  and  every  share  so  set 
apart  had  actually  been  paid  into  the  treasury  of  said  company. 

The  citizens  of  Amherst  were  not  the  only  ones  to  appreciate  the 
advantages  of  a  railroad  extending  north  from  Palmer.  As  early  as  ^L^y, 
1851,  no  less  than  three  routes  had  been  petitioned  for  and  charters  for 
each  had  been  granted.  In  addition  to  the  road  leading  by  way  of  Amherst 
to  Montague,  the  General  Court  authorized  the  construction  of  a  road  via 
Kntield  to  Athol,  also  a  road  via  Ware,  liarre  and  'J  empleton  to  the  New 
Mamp.shire  state  line.  The  Amherst  and  Belchertown  railroad  company 
was  organized  under  its  charter,  June  30,  i.'^5i.  Luke  Sweetser,  Kdward 
1  >ickinson,  Ithamar  Conkey,  M\Ton  Lawrence  and  Joseph  Ih^own  were 
chosen  directors.  At  a  meetiiig  held  by  the  directors,  Luke  Sweetser  was 
elected  president  and  John  S.  Adams  clerk  and  treasurer,  'i'he  directors- 
voted  that  a  survey  should  be  made  with  reference  to  the  construction  of 
the  road  between  Palmer  and  Amheist.  'I'hey  engaged  the  services  of 
Gen.  James  .\.  ]*almer  as  engineer;  iiis  re[iort,  with  estimates  for  con.struc- 
lion,  was  as  favorable  as  had  been  a nticii)ated.  Pooks  of  sul)Scrii)tion 
Were  opened,  and  uj)  to  Aug.  22,  1S51,  j)ersons  resident  in  Amiierst  liad. 
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.subscribed  upwards  of  $50,000  for  stock  in  the  road.  At  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  stockholders,  held  at  Sweetser's  hall  in  Amherst.  Fth.  6. 
1852,  about  400  persons  were  present.  Announcement  \vas  made  that,  by 
the  energy  of  the  agents  employed,  the  whole  amount  needed  for  the 

-construction  of  the  section  between  Amherst  and  Palmer  had  been  sub- 
scribed. A  contract  for  building  the  road  had  been  made  with  Willis  and 
George  W.  Phelps  of  Springheld.  Nearly  all  the  stock  subscribed  for  had 
been  taken  by  persons  living  on  or  near  the  line  of  the  road.  A  contract 
had  been  made  with  the  New  London,  Willimantic  and  Palmerjailroad 

•company,  by  which  the  latter  was  to  equip  the  road  and  run  it  for  a  term 
of  years  on  conditions  favorable  to  both  parties.    I'he  oftlcers  originally 

•chosen  were  re-elected,  T.  W.  Williams  and  J.  C.  Lippett  of  New  London 
being  added  to  the  board  of  directors. 

Early  in  February,  1852,  J.  S.  Adams,  treasurer  of  the  corporation, 
gave  notice  that  the  first  assessment  of  $.20  per  share  had  been  made  by 
the  directors,  payable  on  or  before  March  10.  Ground  was  first  broken  on 
the  line  of  the  road  in  February,  and  the  road  was  fully  completed  by  i\Liy 
I,  1853.  There  was  some  dissatisfaction  with  the  management  of  the 
road.  Thomas  Hastings,  a  stockholder,  petitioned  the  Supreme  Court  for 
an  injunction  against  the  company,  for  issuing  stock  below  its  par  value, 
and  beginning  to  construct  the  road  before  the  necessary  amount  of  stock 
had  been  subscribed.  He  also  charged  that  the  survey  as  tiled  located  the 
terminus  of  the  road  at  a  distance  of  one-half  mile  from  the  village.  The 
case  was  argued  before  the  Supreme  Court  at  its  September  term,  and  the 
petition  was  dismissed.  May  3,  1853,  the  first  locomotive  was  run  over  the 
road  from  Palmer  to  Amherst,  making  the  trip  in  55  minutes.  The  first 
passenger  train- passed  over  the  route  Saturday.  May  14;  George  Ford  was 
the  conductor  and  William  liond  the  engineer.  The  first  time-table  wont 
int.o  effect  Monday,  May  16.  Trains  left  New  London  for  Amherst  at  10 
A.  M.  and  1-45.  p.  .M.;  returning,  left  Amherst  at  5  a.  m.  and  1-15  r.  m. 
Connections  were  made,  at  Palmer,  for  lloston,  Albany,  Worcester  and 
Springfield;  at  Willimantic,  for  Hartford  and  Pristol  ;  at  Norwich,  for 
Worcester  and  lloston  ;  at  New  London,  for  New  Haven  and  New  York, 
and  for  New  York  by  boat.  Through  tickets  were  sold  at  tlie  following 
rates:  From  Amher>t  to  Springfield,  $1.00;  to  Worcester,  51.75:  to 
Boston,  $2.85  ;  to  Albanv,  S3.75  ;  to  JVew  ^'ork,  cabin  passage,  53.50: 
deck,  53.00.  'Hie  road  was  operated  by  the  New  London,  Willimantic  and 
I'alnier  conii)any  a  little  less  than  si.\  months,  but  the  arrangement  between 
tile  companies  j)ro\ed  unsatisfactory,  and  early  in  xXovemher,  1853,  the 
Amherst  and  llelcliertuwn  comi)any  assimied  control.  The  first  j:);issi'nger 
train  run  under  the  lu  w  management  passed  over  the  roAd  Now  7;  George 
L.  We.st  was  the  conductor  and  John  Rich,  now  a  resident  of  I'almer,  liie 
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eni^ineer.    The  locomotive  was  the  "Amherst,"  a  fine  machine,  new  from 
the  Taunton  locomotive  works. 

For  four  years  the- Amherst  and  Eelchertown  company  operated  its 
railroad,  with  varying  success.    Considerable  business  was  transacted,  but 
expenses  were  heavy  and  the  balance  on  the  wrong  side  of  the  ledger  grew 
f^reater  with  every  passing  year.    In  December,  1857,  friends  of  the  road 
sent  copies  of  a  circular  to  every  voter  in  the  towns  of  Belchertown  and 
Amherst.    This  circular  stated  that  the  Amherst  and  Eelchertown  company, 
in  order  to  complete  its  road,  had  issued  bonds  for  >6o, 000,  payable  in  five 
vcars  and  had  mortgaged  the  road  as  security  for  their  payment.    A  second - 
mortgage  of  540,000  had  been  given  to  secure  bonds  issued  to  raise  funds 
for  the  purchase  of  locomotives,  passenger  and  freight  cars  and  to  dispose 
of  a  floating  indebtedness,  amounting  in  all  to  $25,500.    The  first  mortgage 
bonds  became  due  January  i,   1S5S,  if  they  were  not  paid,  the  trustees 
would  take  possession  of  the  road  and  ren-t  it  to  the  company's  directors 
until  Oct.  I,  1S58,  at  which  time,  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  mort- 
gage, the  trustees  would  sell  the  road  for  the  benefit  of  the  bondholders., 
'i'iie  friends  of  the  road  pro])Osed  that  the  towns  of  Amherst  and  Belcher- 
town should  guarantee  the  bonds  for  twenty  years,  with  interest  payable 
senii-annually,  each  town  in  proportion  to  its  state  valuation,  which  would 
make  Amherst's  share  $50,500  and  Belchertow-n's  $35,000.     In  return  for 
this  guarantee,  the  company  would  give  a  mortgage  on  all  its  property  to 
secure  the  towns  from  loss.     It  was  apprehended  that  if  the  bondholders 
gained  possession  of  the  road  they  would  probably  sell  the  property  and 
di.^continue  the  road.     As  the  road  had  cost  more  than  $350,000  it  was 
surely  worth  more  than  $85,000,  without  considering  the  damage  that 
would  be  done  the  towns  by  the  loss  of  their  raihvay  facilities.    A  special 
town-meeting  was  held  in  Amherst,   Dec.  4,  1S57,  and  a  resolution  was 
ottered  that  the  town  petition  the  General  Court,  in  connection  with  the 
town  of  L'elchertown,  to  afford  material  aid  to  the  Amherst  and  Belcher- 
town railroad  in  order  that  the  road  might  be  kept  in  operation.  This 
resolution  was  voted  down,  yeas  86,  nays  138. 

In  January,  1858,  the  road  passed  into  the  hands  of  trustees  who 
were  chosen  by  the  bondholders  to  represent  their  interests.  My  special 
act  of  the  General  Court,  i)assed  in  March,  185S,  the  company  was 
emj)owered  to  issue  any  of  the  re^naining  shares  of  its  ca[)ital  stock, 
.already  authorized  by  law  to  be  issued,  not  exceeding  1,000  in  number,  as 
a  preferred  st')ck  foi  the  ])ur])()se  of  paving  the  bonds  and  the  debts  of  the 
company.  Of  this  prefc-rred  slock,  600  shares  should  be  entitled  to  such 
div  idends  a^  the  eoinpnny  might  determine^,  iu)t  exceeding  eight  per  cent., 
and  the  reniaintlei  to  div  idends  not  exceeding  six  per  cent.,  said  div  idends 
t"  1m;  p. lid  out  of  the  first  net  earningsof  the  company.     If  the  comi:)any's 
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railroad,  fixtures  and  franchise,  already  mortgaged  to  the  trustees  for  the 
security  of  the  bondholders,  should  be  lawfully  sold  by  the  trustees  for  the 
benefit  of  the  bondholders,  then  the  purchasers  at  such  sale  were  authorized 
to  associate  themselves  under  any  name  they  might  assume,  and  tiie  said 
purchasers,  their  successors  and  assigns,  should  remain  a  body  corporate 
with  all  the  powers  and  privileges  of  the  original  corporation.  This  act 
was  to  take  effect  when  ratihed  by  a  majority  of  the  stockholders. 

In  October,  1S5S,  the  road  and  all  its  belongings  were  purchased  by 
Samuel  F.  Cutler  and  Charles  Adams  acting  in  the  interest  of  the  bond- 
holder, for  342,500,  about  half  the  amount  for  which  the  property  was 
under  mortgage.    Preparations  were  at  once  made  for  a  reorganization 
under  a  new  name,  as  permitted  by  the  special  act  of  General  Court.  The 
name  selected  was  the  Amherst,  }3elchertown  and  Palmer  railroad  company. 
The  stock  of  the  new  company  was  fixed  at  $85,000,  of  which  the  holders 
•of  the  lirst  mortgage  bonds  proposed  to  take  $60,000,  and  the  holders  of 
the  second  mortgage  bonds  $25,000,  exchanging  the  bonds  for  stock  at  par. 
In  March,  1859,  the  Amherst,  Belchertown  and  Palmer  railroad  company 
began  to  operate  the  road,  continuing  in  possession  some  five  years.  When 
the  road  was  opened  to  Amherst,  the  hrst  agent  at  the  Amherst  station  was 
Samuel  C.  Carter;    Many  amusing  incidents  occurred  in  the  earlier  history 
•of  the  road.    The  Express,  under  date  of  July  3,  1857,  tells  of  a  ''scrub" 
race  between  a  train  and  a  belated  passenger.    The  passenger  hailed  from 
North  Amherst  and  his  wife  w^as  on  board  the  cars ;  the  train  had  one  or 
two  minutes  start  when  it  left  the  station,  but  the  passenger  was  a  sprinter, 
-had  run  for  office  several  times  and  never  been  defeated,   and  he  caught 
up  with  that  train  "in  the  deep  cut  in  Judge  Dickinson's  pasture."  'J'he 
Express  naively,  remarks  at  the  conclusion  of   the  paragraph  that  the 
locomotive  drawing  the  train  was  not  the  best  in  the  company's  service; 
iiad  it  been  the  "  Vermont  "  instead  of  the  *•  Bates,"  the  result  might  have 
been  different.     In  1S58,  the  managers  of  the  road  advertised  that  passen- 
gers in  the  village,  with  their  baggage,  would  be  taken  to  and  from  each 
train  for  a  sum  not  exceeding  twelve  cents  each  way,  within  hmits  as 
prescribed  in  the  books  at  the  hotels.      In  January,  1858,  the  trustees 
secured  the  services  of  J.   K.  Parsons   as  superintendent.     Under  his 
•-efficient  management,  the  road  earned,  over  and  above  all  expenses,  from 
$800  to  $900  per  month. 

By  special  act  of  the  General  Court,  passed  in  1864,  the  Amherst, 
Belchertown  and  I^ihner  raihoad  company  was  autiiorized  to  lease  its  road 
and  franchise  to  tiie  Xew  London  Norliiern  railroad  conii)anv,  and  the 
•companies  thus  united  were  enii)o\vered  to  issue  bonds  to  an  amount  in^t 
exceeding  $300,000,  for  the  construction  of  the  road  from  Amherst  to 
^Grout's  in  MonUgue.    At  a  meeting  of  tiie  stockholders  of  the  .Amherst, 
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Hclchertown  and  Palmer  railroad  company,  held  at  Palmer,  Feb.  22,  1S64, 
it  was  voted  unanimously  to  unite  with  the  New  London  Northern  railroad 
company.  The  basis  of  union  was  two  shares  of  the  N.  L.  N.  stock  for 
three  shares  of  the  A.  B.  &  P.  The  union,  or  sale,  was  ratified  by  the 
stockholders  of  the  New  London  Northern  railroad  company.  The  Gen- 
eral Court  had,  from  time  to  time,  granted  extensions  of  time  during  which 
the  section  of  the  road  from  Amherst  to  Montague  might  be  constructed. 
When  the  New  London  company  assumed  control,  it  was  decided  to  begin 
\v(trk  immediately  upon  the  extension.  A  survey  of  the  route  was  made 
bv  A.  R.  Field  of  Greenfield.  In  October,  1864,  the  company  advertised 
for  35,000  railroad  ties  to  be  delivered  along  the  line  between  Amherst  and 
Grout's  Corner.  The  road  was  completed  as  far  as  Grout's  Corner, 
(Miller's  Falli^)  in  1866,  and  the  company  having  purchased  of  the  A'er- 
mont  and  Massachusetts  railroad  company  an  extension  of  its  line  from 
(kout's  to  Brattleboro,  Vt.,  began,  Oct.  8,  1866.  to  run  through  trains 
between  New  London  and  Brattleboro.  Three  passenger  trains  were  run 
over  the  line  daily  in  each  direction.  Li  November,  187 1,  the  Vermont 
C^-ntral  railroad  company  leased  the  New  London  Northern  road  for  a 
period  of  20  years,,  paying  ^.2 40, 000  per  annum  ;  at  the  expiration  of  this 
lease  in  1891,  a  new  lease  was  executed  for  a  period  of  99  years. 

Having  secured  the  construction  and  operation  of  a  railway  running 
through  Amherst  to  the  north  and  south,  the  residents  of  the  town  next 
turned  their  attention  to  gaining  railway  connection  with  the  towns  and 
cities  to  the  east  and  west.  By  a  special  act  of  the  General  Court,  approved 
April  13,  1S64,  the  act  passed  in  1S4S,  incorporating  the  Amherst  Branch 
railroad  company,  was  partially  revived,  and  Leonard  M.  Hills  of  Amherst 
and  Hiaddeus  Smith  of  Hadley  \vere  added  to  the  list  of  incorporators. 
'I  he  capital  stock  was  limited  to  S2oo,ooo.  The  company  was  authorized 
to  locate,  construct  and  maintain  a  railroad,  from  some  convenient  point 
connecting  with  the  New  London  Northern  road  in  Amherst,  within  one- 
half  mile  of  Amherst  College,  through  the  towns  of  Hadley  and  Hatfield, 
crossing  the  Connecticut  river  and  connecting  with  the  Connecticut  River 
railroad  at  any  point  between  the  station  of  said  road  in  Northampton  and 
Cutter's  Crossing,"—  so-called,  in  Platlield.  It  might  cross  the  Connec- 
ti<  ut  River  railroad  and  connect  with  the  New  Haven  and  Northampton 
r(»acl  on  land  owned  by  the  latter  in  'Northampton.  The  company  must 
file  the  location  of  its  road  on  or  before  June  i,  1866,  and  com})lele  it 
within  two  years  thereafter.  Special  acts  were  passed  in  1S66  and  1869, 
e.xtending  the  tinie-limit  for  construction.  In  AL\rch,  1870,  an  act  was 
parsed  authorizing  the  comi)aiu-  to  increase  its  capital  stock  by  an  amount 
not  exceeding  ^100,000.  'I"he  company  might  locate  its  road  as  authorized 
>n  ihc  act  of  1864,  or  wholly  within  the  towns  of  Amherst,  Hadley  and 
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Northampton.  Any  part  of  the  road  located  in  "Hadley  meadows," 
so-called,  should  be  constructed  under  direction  of  the  board  of  railroad 
commissioners,  and  in  strict  compliance  with  such  requirements  as  they 
should  deem  essential  to 'secure  a  free  and  uninterrupted  flow  of  the  waters 
of  the  Connecticut  river  at  all  seasons.  The  towns  of  Amherst,  Hadlev, 
Northampton  and  Hatfield  were  authorized  at  town  meetings  called  for  the 
purpose,  to  subscribe  for  and  hold  shares  in  the  capital  stock  of  the  company 
to  an  amount  not  exceeding  five  per  cent,  of  the  assessed  valuation  of 
said  towns,  if  a  two-thirds  vote  was  passed  in  favor  of  such  subscription. 
The  towns  might  pay  for  such  stock  out  of  their  town  treasuries,  and  were 
authorized  to  raise  money  by  loan,  upon  bonds,  or  by  tax  or  otherwise, 
and  might  hold  and  dispose  of  the  stock  like  other  town  property.  The 
selectmen,  or  any  agent  especially  selected  for  the  purpose,  might  repre- 
sent the  towns  at  meetings  of  the  conipany,  and  might  vote  upon  the 
amount  of  stock  held  by  said  towns.  The  company  might  by  vote  adopt 
as  its  corporate  name  the  Northampton  and  Amherst  railroad  company. 
This  charter  was  accepted  at  a  meeting  held  in  Amherst,  Nov.  2,  1S70. 
The  incorporation  of  the  Massachusetts  Central  railroad  company  at  about 
this  time  caused  a  suspension  of  effort  towards  building  an  independent 
road,  by  the  incorporators  of  the  Amherst  Branch  railroad. 

}jy  a  special  act  passed  by  the  General  Court  in  1867,  approved  by  the 
governor,  March  23,  Thomas  E.  Hastings,  Eleazer  Porter,  Levi  Stockbridge 
and  others  were  incorporated  as  the  Northampton  and  Amherst  Street 
Railway  company,  for  the  purpose  of  constructing  and  using  a  street  railroad 
from  the  town  of  Northampton  to  the  town  of  Amherst.  Its  capital  stock 
was  not  to  exceed  $200,000.  l]y  a  special  act  passed  in  1S6S,  the  town  of 
Hadley  was  autJiorized  to  subscribe  to  stock  in  this  company  to  an  amount 
not  exceeding  $6,000.  In  1868,  the  original  act  was  amended  so  that  the 
capital  stock  might  not  exceed  875,000.  The  town  of  Hadley  might 
subscribe  to  this  stock  an  amount  not  exceeding  one-half  of  one  \  cent, 
of  its  assessed  valuation.  There  are  no  existing  records  to  show  that  any 
further  action  was  ever  taken  under  this  charter. 

The  Massachusetts  Central  Railroad  company  was  incorporated  by  an 
act  of  the  (jcneral  Court,  approved  May  10,  1869.  The  names  of  the 
incorporators  were  as  follows  :  Edward  Denny,  Joel  Ilayden,  l^'rancis  15i  ig- 
ham,  James  S.  Draper,  Constance  Southwortli,  I'Ahvard  Atkinson,  {''raneis 
Edson,  ]}.  H.  Tripp,  Charles  A.  Stevens,  C.  C.  .Aldrich,  Lafayette  Malibw 
Henry  E.  Hills  and  l^hilo  Ciiapin.  'J'hey  were  authorized  to  locate,  con- 
struct, maintain  and  operate  a  railroad  with  one  or  more  tracks,  beginning 
at  some  convenient  p(/int  in  the  town  of  Williamsburg,  thenctr  running  by 
the  most  conven ient  route  through  the  towns  of  Northam |)(on,  Easthani pton, 
Westiiampton,  Hatlield,  Hadley,  S(Hith  Hadle)-,  Amherst,  (iranby,  Ludlow. 
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llclciicrtown,  Enfield,  Greenwich,  Ware,  Palmer,  West  Brookfield,  New 
I'.raintree,  Hardwick,  Dana,  Petersham,  Barre,  Phillipston,  Oakham,  Hiib- 
l»ardston,  Rutland,  Princeton,  Holden,  Sterling,  Boylston,  West  Boylston, 
Clinton,  Lancaster,   Northborough,  Berlin,  Bolton,  Hudson,   Stow  and 
Marlborough,  or  any  of  them,  to  Mill  Village  in  Sudbury,  thence  over  the 
line  of  the  Wayland  and  Sudbury  Branch  railroad  company,  incorporated 
in  1S6S,  to  its  terminus  near  the  Stony  Brook  station  on  the  Fitchburgroad. 
The  Wayland  and  Sudbury  Branch  railroad  might  be  consolidated  with  and 
merged  in  the  Massachusetts  Central  railroad  company.    The  Williamsburg 
ajid  North  Adams  railroad  company,  incor})orated  in  1S67,  and  the  Massa- 
chusetts Central  railroad  company  were  authorized  to  merge  and  consolidate 
their  capital  stock,  rights,  powers  and  franchises,  if  the  stockholders  of 
both  companies  should  so  vote.     The  Massachusetts  Central  railroad 
company  might  enter  upon,  unite  with  and  use  the  Ware  River  railroad 
company,  and  the  latter  company  might  sell,  assign,  convey  or  lease  its 
road  and  franchise  or  any  part  thereof  to  the  jMassachusetts  Central. 
'I'he  Central  railroad  was  also  empowered  to  unite  with  the  New  Haven 
and  Northampton,  the  Connecticut  Ri\'er,  the  New  London  Northern,  the 
Worcester  and  Nashua,  the  Boston,  Clinton  and  Fitchburg,  the  Lancaster 
and  Sterling  Branch,  and  the  Fitchburg  railroads,  or  with  either  or  any  of 
tlicm,  and  either  of  them  might  enter  upon  and  unite  with  the  road  of  the 
Massachusetts  Central.    The  towns  named  in  the  act,  and  also  the  towns 
of  Wayland  and  Weston,  or  any  of  them,  were  authorized  to  subscribe  for 
and  hold  stock  in  the  Massachusetts  Central  to  an  amount  not  exceeding 
tive  per  cent,  of  their  assessed  valuation.    They  might  pay  for  the  same  out  of 
their  town  treasuries,  and  raise  the  money  by  a  loan  upon  bonds,  by  tax  or 
otherwise,  and  might  hold  and  dispose  of  the  stock  like  other  town  property. 
Tile  capital  stock  should  be  not  less  than  $3,000,000  and  might  be  increased 
To  S6, 000, 000,  divided  into  shares  of  Si 00  each.    The  road  was  to  be 
located  within  three  years  and  constructed  within  six  years. 

From  the  comprehensive  nature  of  this  charter,  the  number  of  towns 
through  which  the  road  might  be  constructed  and  the  different  railroads 
v.ith  which  it  was  granted  power  to  unite,  it  was  plain  that  the  incorpora- 
tors had  in  view  the  construction  of  a  tlu-ough  line,  and  intended  to  con- 
solidate under  one  management  the  routes  of  several  smaller  railroads  that 
'lad  already  secured  charters.  Con;iection  with  Boston  was  to  be  secured 
o\er  the  tracks  of  the  I'Mtchburg  road,  and  the  western  terminus  was  to  be 
•^"rth  Adams.  'I'iie  company  was  organized  under  its  charter,  Sept.  2, 
'  "^'"j,  when  the  following  ofiicers  were  chosen:  I*resident,  J.  M.  Stone; 
t'- asurer,  I-'rancis  J.  Paiker;  chief  engineer.  i'"dward  Frost;  directors,  J. 
M.  Stone  of  Charle.-^town,  C.  A.  Cutting  of  i'.oston,  J.  S.  Draper  of  Way- 
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land,  Francis  Brigham  and  George  Houghton  of  Hudson,  E.  B.  Shatluck, 
J.  E.  Smith  and  Hiram  Wadsworth  of  Barre,  B.  H.  Tripp  of  Rutland,  H. 
F.  Hills  of  xVmherst,  L,  J.  Dudley  of  Northampton  and  Joel  Harden  of 
Haydenville.  Byaspecial  act  of  the  General  Gourt,  passed  in  June,  1S70, 
the  company  was  authorized  to  issue  bonds  in  sums  not  less  than  Si 00 
each,  payable  at  periods  not  exceeding  twenty  years  from  date,  bearing 
interest  not  exceeding  seven  per  cent,  per  annum,  to  an  amount  not 
exceeding  the  capital  stock  actually  paid  in,  and  might  mortgage  the  road 
to  secure  the  bonds.  The  capital  stock  might  be  reduced  to  $2,000,000. 
For  purposes  of  construction,  the  road  might  be  divided  into  four  sections. 
Subscriptions  might  be  received  for  the  construction  of  the  sections  sepa- 
rately, and  work  on  constructing  each  section  might  begin  when  stock  had 
been  sold  to  the  full  amount  needed  for  the  construction  of  that  section 
and  twenty  per  cent,  of  the  purchase  money  had  been  paid  into  the 
treasury. 

A  public  meeting  was  held  at  Amherst,  ^lay  16,  1S70,  at  which  time 
President  Stone  and  Engineer  Frost  explained  the  plans  of  the  company, 
and  gave  statistics  tending  to  show  that  the  road  as  projected  would  be  a 
paying  property.  The  location  of  the  road  would  depend  on  the  action 
taken  by  the  towns  in  regard  to  subscriptions.  If  Amherst  subscribed, 
then  the  route  between  Belchertown  and  Northampton  would  be  dehnitely 
fixed.  A  special  town-meeting  was  held  in  Amherst,  Sept.  6,  1870.  Hon. ' 
Edward  Dickinson  offered  a  motion  that  the  town  treasurer  be  authorized 
to  subscribe  immediately  in  the  name  of  the  town  for  $100,000  of  the 
capital  stock  of  the  Massachusetts  Central  railroad  company,  agreeably  to  the 
terms  of  the  charter,  and  to  borrow  money  on  credit  of  the  town  to  pay 
assessments  as  they  were  made,  on  condition  that  not  less  than  $3,000,000 
in  bona-fide  subscriptions  be  made  to  such  stock,  that  a  contract  be  niade 
with  responsible  parties  to  construct  the  road  through  Hadley,  the  central 
part  of  Amherst,  stations  for  passengers  and  freight  to  be  built  within  one-half 
mile  of  the  Amherst  house,  and  through  Belchertown,  Enfield,  Greenwich, 
and  so  on  to  make  a  continuous  line  to  the  Stony  Jkook  station  on  the 
Fitchburg  railroad.  The  motion  was  voted  down,  153  votes  being  cast  in 
the  aflirmative  and  2 28  in  the  negative. 

The  friends  of  the  road  regretted  this  action,  but  were  not  discouraged. 
They  entered  at  once  upon  a  short  but  sharp  campaign  to  inHuence  pu])hc 
sentiment  in  favor  of  the  project.  In  this  they  were  assisted  by  the  mer- 
ciless ridicule  that  was  heaped  upon  the  town  and  its  citizens  by  indi\  id- 
ualsandby  newspapers  in  adjoining  communities.  A  special  town-meeting 
was  held  Oct.  4,  to  take  action  on  the  matter.  There  was  a  larger  attend- 
ance than  at  any  town-meeting  ever  before  iield  in  Amherst.  l^dward 
Dickinson  offered  a  motion  substantial!)-  the  same  as  that  which  had  met 
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with  defeat  at  a  previous  meeting.  Discussion  began  at  2-30  o'clock  and 
was  continued  about  two  hours.  The  leading  arguments  in  favor  of  the 
road  were  made  by  Edward  Dickinson  and  Levi  Stockbridge  ;  the  princi- 
pal speakers  in  opposition  were  Cummings  Fish,  Aaron  Ingram  and 
Simeon  Clark.  The  voting,  by  ballot,  began  at  4-30  o'clock  and  was  con- 
tinued until  7  o'clock,  soon  after  which  the  result  was  announced,  369 
votes  having  been  cast  in  favor  of  the  road  and  270  in  opposition.  There 
was  great  excitement  while  the  vote  was  being  cast  and  intense  anxiety  as 
to  the  result.  Both  friends  and  opponents  of  the  road  v/ere  confident  of 
success.  When  the  vote  was  declared  it  was  greeted  with  deafening  cheers. 
A  sahite  was  fired  and  a  huge  bonfire  was  built  on  the  common.  The 
opponents  of  the  road  were  accused  of  resorting  to  all  manner  of  means 
to  defeat  it.  When  they  found  themselves  outnumbered,  they  claimed  that 
77  more  votes  were  counted  on  the  ballot  than  had  been  checked,  and  threat- 
ened to  call  another  meeting  to  rescind,  the  vote.  But  the  charge  was 
proven  false,  and  as  public  sentiment  grew  in  favor  of  the  road  the  oppo- 
sition was  given  up. 

In  October,  1S70,  President  Stone  issued  a  circular,  in  which  it  was 
stated  that  the  efforts  made  in  behalf  of  the  road  had  been  successful 
beyond  the  most  sanguine  expectation  of  its  originators.  The  speedy 
construction  of  the  road  was  assured,  a  contract  having  been  made  with  a 
responsible  builder  of  railroads  to  construct  the  entire  line  from  Weston  to 
Northampton.  As  soon  as  a  definite  location  of  the  road  was  made  in  the 
several  towns  in  the  chartered  limit  the  work  of  construction  would  begin, 
and  would  be  completed  in  about  two  years.  The  preliminary  surveys 
made  by  Engineer  Frost,  showed  that  it  would  be  impracticable  to  locate 
the  road  through  the  southern  part  of  Pelham  into  Enfield.  At  a  meeting 
of  stockholders,  held  in  Boston,  Oct.  26,  a  pledge  was  given,  by  what 
authority  is  not  stated,  that  residents  of  Amherst  would  raise  $30,000  for 
ilie  road,  in  addition  to  the  sum  subscribed  by  the  town.  The  Boston 
/'///v/f// announced  in  April,  1S71,  that  a  contract  had  been  made  for 
building  the  road  from  Northampton  to  Stony  lirook  station,  and  work 
would  begin  at  once.  In  August,  1 87 1,  President  Stone  was  in  Amherst 
to  cr)nfer  with  land-owners  along  the  proposed  line  of  the  road  in  regard  to 
J'Hul  damages  and  also  to  determine  a  location  for  the  bridge  across  Fort 
river.  , 

In  the  sununer  of  187  i,  the  directors  of  the  road  laid  the  first  assess- 
ment of  20  per  cent,  upon  the  stock  subscribed.  Tlie  treasurer  of  the 
town  of  Northampton  refused  to  ])ay  the  assessment  on  the  ^3oo,ooo  of 
"•'"ck  subscril)ed  for  by  that  town,  on  tiie  ground  that  as  certain  conditions 
had  been  attached  to  the  subscription  its  legality  was  doubtful.  In  this 
tonleniion  he  was  sustained  by  eminent  legal  authority.    At  a  town-meeting 
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held  in  Northampton  in  September,  a  new  and  unconditional  subscription 
of  $300,000  was  made  to  the  company's  stock,  and  the  town  treasurer  paid 
the  first  assessment.  The_  town  of  Amherst  paid  its  first  assessment  of 
$20,000  early  in  October.    The  Amherst  Record,  under  date  of  Sept.  27, 

187 1,  stated  that  it  was  the  company's  intention  to  begin  the  work  of  con- 
struction on  the  west  end  of  the  line,  and  that  as  soon  as  the  bridge  across 
the  Connecticut  river  was  completed  cars  would  run  to  Amherst.  The 
first  grading  on  the  road  was  done  at  Hardwick  in  October,  187 1  ;  it  was 
expected  at  the  time  that  grading  would  be  begun  in  .Vmherst  in  a  few 
days.  In  1S71,  the  General  Court  granted  pennission  to  the  company  to 
extend  its  road  to  Brookline  and  there  connect  with  the  Boston  and  Albany 
road.  The  same  year,  the  Holyoke  and  Belchertown  railroad  company  was 
incorporated  and  authorized  to  unite  with  the  Massachusetts  Central 
company. 

In  February,  1S72,  the  second  assessment  of  20  per  cent,  was  levied 
by  the  directors  upon  the  capital  stock,  payable  on  or  before  March  i. 
Considerable  dissatisfaction  was  expressed  by  Amherst  parties  over  the  fact 
that  the  road  had  not  yet  been  located  through  the  town.  The /vVf(^/7/ made 
the  following  announcement,  under  date  of  March  13,  1S72  :  "The  Central 
Railroad  will  enter  the  town  parallel  to  the  Northampton  road,  pass  through 
College  grove  (formerly  Baker's  grove),  cross  the  Mill  Valley  road  by  a  15- 
feet  cut,  meander  through  Prof.  Snell's  garden,  and  then  strike  across  the 
fields  to  the  southeast.  It  will  hit  Freshman  river  near  Dana's  bridge  and 
cross  the  road  b}'  an  18-feet  cut  and  continue  on  to  the  southeast.*' 
Under  date  of  ^March  27,  announcement  was  made  that  the  location  of  the 
road  through  the  town  had  been  hied.  It  would  cross  the  Dickinson  farm 
south  of  College  hill,  and  the  highway  near  W.  B.  Smith's  place.     In  June, 

1872,  the  company  made  a  contract  with  J.  FI.  Smith  of  Springliekl, 
to  build  the  bridge  across  the  Connecticut  river ;  work  was  to  begin 
at  once  and  the  bridge  was  to  be  completed  by  Sept.  i,  1S73.  TIic  third 
assessment  of  20  per  cent,  was  levied  by  the  directors  of  the  road  in 
August. 

By  a  special  act  passed  by  the  General  Court  in  1872,  the  company 
was  allowed  an  extension  of  time  for  two  years  in  which  to  lile  its  location. 
'I'he  subscriptions  by  towns  and  individuals  amounted  to  nearly  S  i  .000,000, 
and  under  authority  of  an  act  passed  tin  1870  the  road  was  Ijonded  to  tlie 
amount  of  5995,000,  and  a  mortgage  was  })hiced  u{)on  the  proj^erty  for  that 
amount.  The  general  work  of  construction  bggan  in  1872,  Norman  C. 
Munson  of  Boston  ]ia\'ing  contracted  to  build  tiie  road  fiom  Stony  Brook 
to  \ortha!ni)ton.  (irading  was  done  in  several  towns  at  the  eastern  end  of 
the  route,  land  was  purchased  for  terminal  facilities  at  Xorthamp-ton,  ami  a 
contract  made  for  building  the  Connecticut  river  bridge.  Considerable 
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work  had  been  done  upon  the  bridge  piers,  when  ill  success  in  raising 
funds  and  the  failure  of  Contractor  Munson  put  an  end  to  all  work.  Up 
ihe  fall  of  1S7S,  the  total  cost  of  construction  had  been  ^2, 782,932. 78. 
The  company  at  that  time  had  a  funded  debt  of  $995,000  and  a  floating 
debt  of  837,428.76. 

It  was  not  until  the  summer  of  187S,  that  an  effort  was  made  to  revive 
the  fortunes  of  the  road.  A  meeting  of  the  stockholders  was  held  at 
Jioston,  June  5,  when  it  was  unanimously  recommended  that  the  stock- 
holders, both  town  and  individual,  should  transfer  their  stock  to  a  trustee 
to  be  held  by  him  two  years  :  if  at  the  end  of 'that  time  the  entire  road 
was  completed  and  in  running  order,  then  the  trustees  should  convey  three- 
fourths  of  the  stock  to  the  order  of  the  directors  and  one-fourth  to  the 
original  owners.  If  the  road  was  not  completed  and  ready  for  use,  then 
all  stock  should  be  reconveyed  to  the  original  owners.  At  a  special  meeting 
hekl  June  29,  lAmherst  voted  to  act  in  accordance  with  this  recommenda- 
tion. At  a  meeting  of  the  directors  held  in  Boston,  July  24,  Thomas 
Talbot  was  chosen  a  trustee  to  represent  the  interests  of  the  towns.  A  new 
board  of  directors,  including  several  New  York  capitalists  was  chosen, 
new  capital  was  subscribed,  and  the  total  indebtedness  of  the  company 
was  provided  for  by  an  issue  of  six  per  cent,  bonds,  to  run  twenty  years, 
to  tile  amount  of  $1,843,000.  The  General  Court  granted  permission  to 
the  company  to  extend  its  tracks  through  Waltham  to  Cambridge,  there  to 
connect  with  the  Arlington  branch  of  the  Boston  and  Lowell  road,  and  also 
from  Amherst  to  West  Deerfield,  thence  to  connect  with  the  Tunnel  road. 
In  .May,  1S79,  ^  survey  was  made  by  Engineer  S.  D.  Kendall.  Enfield 
and  Greenwich,  where  grading  had  been  nearly  completed,  were  omitted 
from  the  route,  the  line  running  further  south,  while  beyond  Amherst  the 
survey  was  continued  north  to  a  junction  with  the  Tunnel  road  at  Okl 
Deerfield.  The  contract  to  build  the  road  was  again  awarded  to  X.  C. 
Munson,  he  sub-letting  tlie  contract  for  the  grading  and  mason- work  between 
Norihanipton  and  Belchertown  to  \V.  C.  jMcClellan  of  Chicopee.  The 
selectmen  of  Amherst  in  May,  1S80,  accepted  the  plans  of  the  road  and  its 
location  through  the  town,  as  presented  by  the  company's  officials.  Early 
ui  1880,  work  was  resumed  on  the  road-bed  on  all  parts  of  the  hiie. 
Grading  was  begun  in  Amherst,  Sept.  20,  1S80,  on  land  of  Patrick  Hurley, 
\\L-st  of  Blake-field.  Thus  ten  years  lacking  two  weeks  had  elapsed  from 
du:  time  when  Amherst  voted  a  subscri})tion  of  Srocooo  to  the  company's 
capiinl  stock  ere  its  citizens  were  j)ermitted  to  witness  in  their  town  any 
J^'gn  of  the  road's  construction.  Oct.  4,  the  tirst  rail  was  spiked  down  at 
South  Sudbui)-.  In  October,  1S81,  the  road  was  oj^ened  from  Iloston  to 
Hudson,  a  distance  of  28  miles:  in  June,  1882,  it  was  opened  to  Oaktlale, 
4>  miles.     Soon  afterward  the  road  was  opened  to  Jeffersonville,  seven 
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miles  west  of  Oakdale,  but  the  latter  became  for  a  time  the  western  termi- 
nus of  the  road. 

The  misfortunes  that  had  attended  the  road  from  the  beginning 
seemed  destined  to  continue  with  it.  In  18S2,  C.  A.  Sweet  &  Co.,  of 
Boston,  who  had  been  made  the  selling  agents  of  the  company's  bonds, 
became  insolvent,  bringing  about  a  crisis  in  the  company's  affairs  and 
putting  an  end  to  the  work  of  construction.  In  1SS3,  the  road  was  sold 
under  foreclosure  to  a  committee  of  the  bondholders,  consisting  of  S.  N. 
Aldrich,  T.  H.  Perkins  and  Henry  Woods.  This  committee,  in  1SS5, 
made  a  contract  with  the  Boston  and  Lowell  railroad  company  to  put  the 
line  in  working  order  and  operate  it  so  far  as  it  had  been  completed.  The 
Boston  and  Lowell  company  advanced  the  sum  of  $200,000  to  meet  neces- 
sary expenses,  taking  in  return  the  entire  receipts  of  the  road.  This 
arrangement  continued  one  year,  the  road  being  operated  at  a  loss.  In 
December,  1SS6,  the  road  was  leased  to  the  lioston  and  Lowell  company  for 
99  years.  Under  the  agreement  then  made,  the  ^Massachusetts  Central 
company  issued  bonds  to  the  amount  of  $2,000,000,  and  gave  them  to  the 
Boston  and  Lowell  company,  the  latter,  in  return,  having  made  good  the 
loss  of  $200,000  already  sustained,  agreed  to  complete  the  road  to  North- 
ampton. The  Boston  and  Lowell  company  further  agreed  to  pay  the 
Massachusetts  Central  company  20  per  cent,  of  the  gross  receipts  of  the 
road  up  to  Si, 000, 000  annually,  and  25  per  cent,  of  all  earnings  in  excess 
of  that  amount.  If  the  earnings  should  not  amount  to  $1,000,000,  the 
Boston  and  Lowell  company  agreed  to  pay  the  interest  on  the  bonds  at  five 
per  cent.,  thus  guaranteeing  interest  and  all  fixed  charges.  Under  this, 
agreement,  the  previous  bonded  indebtedness  became  preferred  stock,  and 
the  old,  amounting'to  about  three  and  one-half  millions,  remained  common 
stock.  Of  the  preferred  stock  there  was  about  $4,000,000,  and  the  road 
was  obliged  to  earn  at  least  $500,000  to  pay  the  interest  on  its  bonded 
indebtedness.  At  the  time  of  reorganization,  the  name  of  the  road  was 
changed  from  the  ^Massachusetts  Central  to  the  Central  Massachusetts. 

The  work  of  construction  was  renewed  in  the  spring  of  1S87,  and  the 
road  was  completed  to  Northampton  in  the  fall  of  that  year.  Tiie  hrst 
through  train  from  lk)^ton  to  Northampton  passed  over  the  road  Dec.  12, 
1887,  Leaving  Boston  at  8-30  a.  m.,  it  arrived  at  Northampton  at  12-30. 
The  train  was  drawn  by  the  locomotive  "  Hudson  "  and  consisted  of  a 
smoking-car  and  a  drawing-room  car.  The  ])assengers  included  officers  of 
the  Boston  and  J^owell,  IJoston  and  IMaine  and  Central  Massachusetts  rail- 
way companies.  The  arrival  of  tlie  train  at  Northampton  was  greeted 
with  ringing  of  Ijclls,  blowing  of  steam-whistles,  firing  of  cannon  and 
music  by  a  brass  l)arid.  Mayor  Hill  made  an  address  of  welcome,  after 
wliich  the  passengers  took  dinner  at  the  Norwood.    The  road  was  opened 
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to  public  travel,  Dec.  19.  The  first  passenger  train,  consisting  of  a  loco- 
motive, two  passenger  coaches,  and  a  combination  smoking  and  baggage- 
car,  left  \\'are  at  7-25  a.  m.  The  locomotive  was  the  Fabyan's  Xo.  97," 
in  charge  of  Frank  Lane,  engineer,  and  G.  F.  French,  fireman.  The  con- 
ductor was  C.  A.  Phelps  of  Lowell,  the  brakeman  John  Q.  Hawes,  the 
baii^age-master  \V.  X.  Titus.  The  train  left  Ware  with  13  passengers,  and 
received  accessions  to  this  number  from  all  the  stations  along  the  route. 
At  Amherst  about  75  persons  were  waiting  to  take  the  train.  F.  E.  Alden 
v> , IS  the  first  station-master  at  Amherst  and  John  E.  \Mlliams  purchased 
the  first  ticket  sold  at  the  station.  The  first  through  train  for  Boston  left 
Norlliampton,  Dec.  19,  at  9  a,  m.  It  consisted  of  three  passenger  coachei 
and  a  smoking-car,  drawn  by  the  engine  "Orleans."  Daniel  Spofford  was 
ilie  engineer  and  Charles  Gilpatrick  the  conductor.  There  was  a  serious 
controversy  among  Amherst  residents  as  to  where  the  freight  and  passenger 
depots  of  the  new  road  should  be  located.-  Some  favored  the  site  that  was 
afterwards  adopted,  others  a  location  considerably  further  to  the  east  on 
land  owned  by  John  C.  White  and  Mrs.  Edward  Tuckerman.  At  a  special 
town  meeting  held  Xov.  12,  1SS7,  after  extended  discussion,  a  vote  was 
taken  on  the  question,  and  320  ballots  were  cast  in  favor  of  the  present 
^!te,  while  the  union  station  "  to  the  east  received  but  1 75.  The  road  since 
it  was  opened  has  done  an  extensive  business  in  the  transportation  of  both 
})assengers  and  freight,  Amherst  being  one  of  the  best  paying  stations  on 
the  line.  From  time  to  time  as  the  business  increased,  the  train  service 
has  been  extended  to  the  general  satisfaction  of  the  public.  In  18SS,  the 
buston  and  Lowell  system  was  leased  to  the  Boston  and  jNIaine,  and  the 
i."entral  Massachusetts  road  is  now  known  as  the  Southern  Division  of  the 
lioston  and  Maine. 


CHAPTER  XXXIX. 


B\xKs,   Post-Officks  and  Courts. — Thk    First    Amhersf    Bank. — 

M.V.MFSHIRK   AND   FrANKLIN    B.ANK.  P^IRST   XaTIONAL  JJaNK.  

Amherst  Savings  ]]axk. — Post-Officfs,  Post-^Lasters  and 
Mails. — Courts,  Court  Sessions  and  Court  Officers. — 
justicks  of  the  peace. 

Soon  after  1820.  the  residents  of  the  smaller  towns  in  Western  Massa- 
t  iui>etts  l^egan  to  feel  the  need  of  better  banking  facilities  than  were  fur- 
«n>hed  by  the  cities  near  at   hand.     In   I'ebruary,  1S25,  the  Farmers' 
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Bank  "  of  Belchertown  was  incorporated,  but  its  charter  was  repealed  in 
1829,  The  Sunderland  bank  was  incorporated  Feb,  26,  1825.  The  follow- 
ing act,  passed  by  the  General  Court,  and  approved  by  the  governor  June 
13,  1831,  resulted  in  the  removal  of  the  Sunderland  bank  to  Amherst  : 

"  Be  it  enacted,  etc.. 

That,  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  October  next,  the  president,  directors  and 
company  of  the  Sunderland  Bank,  may  establish  their  banking  house  and  do  their 
banking  business  in  Amherst,  in  the  county  of  Hampshire,  and.  the  name  of  the 
said  corporation  shall  thereafter  be  changed,  and  the  same  be  known  and  called  by 
the  name  and  style  of  The  President,  Directors  and  Company  of  the  Amherst 
bank;  and  from  and  after  the  said  hrst  day  of  October,  the  power  of  said  corpor- 
ation to  transact  their  banking  business  in  Sunderland  shall  cease. 

Be  it  further  enacted, 

That  the  said  president,  directors  and  company  of  the  Amherst  Bank  shall 
be  subject  to  all  the  duties,  liabilities  and  obligations  of  the  said  president,  direc- 
tors and  company  of  the  Sunderland  Bank,  as  they  shall  exist  on  the  said  lirstday 
of  October  next,  and  the  same  shall  be  by  them  performed  and  assumed  at  their 
banking  house  in  said  Amherst,  anything  in  the  tenor  of  their  bills,  or  other  con- 
tracts and  obligations  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.  Provided,  that  the  present 
board  of  directors  may  continue  in  office  until  the  next  regular  election  of  directors, 
although  a  majority  of  them  may  not  be  resident  within  the  said  county  of 
Plampshire." 

The  bank  began  operations  in  Amherst  in  October,  1S31.  Its  capital 
stock  at  the  time  of  its  removal  to  Amherst  was  $100,000  ;  its  tirst  president 
was  Nathaniel  Smith,  its  first  cashier  Luther  Root.  Like  all  banks  estab- 
lished by  authority  of  the  state,  the  Amherst  bank  was  a  bank  of  issue,  and 
its  currency  doubtless  proved  a  great  convenience  to  persons  living  in 
Amherst  and  vicinity  in  the  transaction  of  their  business.  In  1S37,  the 
bank  suspended  s-pecie  payments,  and  during  the  same  year  counterfeit 
five-dollar  bills  of  its  issue  were  ])ut  in  circulation.  In  1841,  a  crisis  came 
in  the  bank's  affairs.  Its  funds  had  been  mismanaged,  and  separate  inx  es- 
tigations  were  undertaken  by  the  bank  commissioners  and  by  a  committee 
appointed  by  the  stockholders.  Feb.  9,  1S41,  Solomon  Pitkin,  president, 
Joseph  A.  Sweetser,  cashier,  and  Ldward  Dickinson,  attorney,  of  the 
Amherst  bank,  addressed  a  letter  to  Bank  Commissioner  J.  Rockwell, 
requesting  that  two  ormoi  e  of  the  bank  commissioners  should  \  isit  Amherst 
at  once,  on  account  of  the  progress  made  by  a  conmiittee  of  in\  estigaiion 
in  relation  to  an  excess  of  the  old  circvdation.  In  accordance  witli  this 
request  two  of  the  commissioners  \  isited  .\n^herst  and  remained  there  three 
days.  As  a  result  of  their  examination,  it  appeared  that  from  the  organiz- 
ation of  the  bank  u|)  to  ( )ctol)er,  1S38,  when  i>uther  Root,  the  cashier,  left 
the  bank,  the  bills  in  slieets  engra\ed  and  furnished  to  the  Andierst  bank 
amounted  to  5268,305.  The  bills  issued  during  that  time  amounted  to 
$220,732.    'J'he  bills  on  hand,  in  sheets,  never  issued,  amounted  Oct.  i. 
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1S38,  to  1,400.  It  would  thus  appear  that  $16,173,  in  sheets,  which  had 
been  furnished  to  the  bank  were  not  accounted  for.  Up  to  Feb.  10,  an 
ovcrphis  of  bills  had  been  redeemed  amounting  to  $24,212.  It  was  cus- 
tomary for  each  president  to  open  an  account  with  himself  for  the  bills 
issued  during  his  administration,  debiting  himself  with  the  amount  issued 
and  crediting  himself  with  the  amount  destroyed.  When  bills  were  retired 
from  circulation,  they  were  burned  in  the  presence  of  the  president  and 
directors,  who  signed  a  statement  to  that  effect.  Upon  the  supposition 
lhat  bills  were  issued  which  were  not  entered  on  any  account,  it  appeared 
that  bills  so  issued  could  only  amount  to  $16,173,  leaving  $8,039  to  be 
accounted  for  in  some  other  way.  The  commissioners  were  of  the  opinion 
that  there  was  an  error  somewhere  in  the  account  of  the  destruction  of 
bills,  that  is  not  so  many  bills  had  been  destroyed  as  was  made  to  appear 
by  the  books  and  certificates. 

The  committee  of  investigation  appoi-nted  by  the  stockholders  sub- 
mitted a  long  report  under  date  of  June  2,  184 1  ;  they  were  satisfied  that 
fraud  had  been  committed,  and  committed  since  Luther  Root  gave  up  his 
situation  as  cashier.  Neither  the  bank  commissioners  or  the  stockholders' 
conmiittee  were  able  to  discover  what  had  become  of  the  missing  funds. 
I'.arly  in  1842,  another  investigation  \\as  undertaken  by  a  disinterested 
committee,  with  the  following  result,  as  recorded  \w\\\q  Hampshire.  Gazette : 
"The  deficiency  heretofore  unaccounted  for,  is  traced  to  frauds  committed 
by  Luther  Root,  the  late  cashier.  ]Mr.  Root  commenced  his  depredations 
upon  the  funds  of  the  bank  as  long  ago  as  the  presidency  of  Nathaniel 
Smith.  We  have  not  seen  the  report,  but  understand  that  this  fact  is 
established  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  who  know  its  contents.  ^  ^  * 
It  is  well  that  the  truth  has  come  to  light,  for  cruel  suspicions  have  rested 
on  the  innocent."  After  leaving  Amherst.  I\Ir.  Root  was  for  about  a  year 
a^cnt  of  the  Grand  Haven,  ?vlich.  Lumber  company,  and  later  taught 
seliool  at  (Jrangeburgh,  S.  C,  where  he  died  in  February,  1842.  He  was 
succL-eded  as  cashier  of  the  Amherst  bank,  in  December,  183S,  b}-  Hiomas 
(iiccn,  and  he  in  turn  by  Joseph  A.  Sweetser,  brother  to  Luke  Sweetser, 
with  whom  he  was  associated  in  mercantile  business  at  Amherst.  The 
president  and  directors  of  the  ban!;  brought  suit  against  Luther  Root  and 
others  wiu)  were  sureties  on  ivoot's  bond.  Mr.  Root  was  ai:)pointecl  cashier 
1"  1831,  and  re-ai)pointed  in  1832,  l/ut  gave  no  new  bond.  The  case  was 
cariied  to  the  supreme  coiu't,  and  Metcalf's  Reports  state  that  Root's 
sureties  were  held  liable,  nf;t  being  exonerated  on  account  of  the  failure  of 
tin*  directors  of  the  bank  to  examine  into  its  condition.  Suit  was  also 
t  illered  to  ascertain  uhelfier  the  signatuies  on  the  l)ond  were  genuine,  it 
hi  Mi;;  ihrmght  that  some  were  forgeries;  the  jury  before  whom  the  case 
^^a.^  tiied  were  unable  t(j  agree. 
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In  February,  1841.  the  bank  petitioned  the  General  Court  for  powci 
to  reduce  its  capital  stock  from  Si  00,000  to  550,000.  The  bank  surrendereti 
its  charter  in  1842,  and  in  1844  ^^^^  General  Court  allowed  it  two  year.-,  in 
which  to  close  up  its  affairs.  In  1S45,  Wells  Lathrop  brought  suit  against 
the  president  and  directors  of  the  bank  to  recover  $500  for  service^ 
rendered.  As  agent  of  the  bank  he  had  prosecuted  claims  in  its  behalf, 
under  the  agreement  that  if  successful  he  should  receive  five  per  cent,  of 
the  amount  recovered,  if  not  he  was  to  have  only  his  actual  expenses. 
The  case  was  decided  against  him  in  the  lower  court,  but  the  supreme 
court  granted  him  a  new  trial.  The  presidents  of  the  bank  and 
their  terms  of  service  were  as  follows:  Nathaniel  Smith,  to  October. 
1832  ;  Alpheus  Field,  October,  1832  to  November,  1835  ^  Lucius  IjoUwoocI, 
November,  1S35  to  October,  1S36  ;  Solomon  Pitkin,  October,  1S36  to  Feb- 
ruary, 1841.  The  banking-house  stood  on  the  site  now  occupied  by  the 
savinos  bank  buildino-.  After  the  bank  went  out  of  business  the  buildin^^ 
was  purchased  by  Chester  Kellogg. 

By  an  act  of  the  General  Court  passed  March  iS,  1845,  the  Hamp- 
shire and  Franklin  l]ank  was  incorporated,  to  transact  a  banking  business 
at  Amherst.  Its  incorporators  were  David  Mack,  Jr.,  John  Dickinson,  Jr.. 
Luke  Sweetser  and  others.  The  capital  stock  was  $100,000.  In  the 
latter  part  of  January,  1S46,  a  bill  was  introduced  in  the  General  Court, 
authorizing  the  Hampshire  and  Franklin  bank  to  go  into  operation  if 
$50,000  of  its  capital  stock  should  be  paid  in  by  Oct.  ist.  Opponents  of 
the  measure  argued  that  there  was  no  necessity  for  it.  The  bank  had 
been  incorporated  the  previous  year  with  a  capital  of  Sioq,ooo,  but  the 
petitioners  had  only  been  able  to  secure  stock  subscriptions  amounting  to 
$40,000.  I\Ir.  Gridley  of  Amherst  spoke  in  favor  of  the  measure,  contend- 
ing that  the  bank  was  needed  and  that  $50,000  was  capital  enough  for  tlie 
present.  The  bill  was  passed  to  be  engrossed,  but  the  originators  of  the 
enterprise  were  unable  to  raise  even  the  reduced  amount  of  capital  required, 
so  the  project  was  finally  abandoned. 

The  "  First  National  Ikmk  of  Amherst"  was  incorporated  in  1S64. 
imder  the  law  governing  the  establishment  of  national  banks.  Its  charter 
number  was  393.  Its  incorporators  were  L.  ]\I.  Hills,  Charles  Miles,  A. 
C.  Marsiiall,  J.  T.  W'estcott,  F.  D.  W  illiams,  William  P.  Smith,  James  (i. 
Vose,  Fdwii.rd  Hitchcock,  Calvin  }5rjdgman  and  nineteen  others.  Its 
capital  stock  was  551,000,  which  was  increased  in  September,  iS6.|,  to 
Si 00,000,  and  in  May,  1865,  to  Si  50.000.  A  prehminary  meeting  of  the 
stockholders  wa.s.  hekl  Jan.  23,  186-}  ;  a  permanent  organization  was  formed 
Jan.  30  ;  tiie  charter  bears  date  of  April  20,  and  thebankbegan  to  transact 
business  Ma\-  .j,  1S6-I.  The  original  board  of  chreclors  consisted  of  L. 
M.  Hills,  A.  C.  Marshall,  J.  T.  Westcott,  E.  D.  Williams,  J.  G.  Vose,  W. 
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I*.  Smith  and  S.  J.  Bennett.  L.  M.  Hills  was  elected  the  first  president, 
remaining  in  oftice  until  his  death  in  1S72,  when  Calvin  Bridgman  of 
Hcichertown  was  chosen  to  fill  out  his  unexpired  term.  Mr.  Bridgman 
rc-i'^ned  and  was  succeeded,  Jan.  13,  1S74,  by  L.  D.  Jiills,  who 
remains  in  office.  The  first  cashier  was  William  P.  Smith,  who  resigned, 
(Ki.  10,  1S65,  and  was  succeeded,  Oct.  16,  by  R.  J.  1).  Westcott,  who  held 
tiio  office  until  1SS7,  when  his  resignation  was  regretfully  accepted.  In 
l.nuiary.  1SS5,  H.T.  Cowles  was  elected  assistant  cashier,  and  on  the 
a.'irptance  of  ^^Ir.  W'estcott's  resignation,  was  promoted  to  the  office  of 
(.a^iiicr  which  he  yet  holds.  In  iS6-j,  the  bank  was  opened  for  business 
iii  S.  W.  Whitney's  house,  near  the  New  London  Northern  railway  depot, 
v.lu-rc  it  had  secured  quarters  while  the  handsome  brick  block  on  Main 
direct,  which  it  built  and  occupied  for  niany  years,  was  in  course  of  con- 
st lucl  ion.  In  1891,  the  business  was  removed  to  Hunt's  block  where 
excellent  accommodations  were  provided.  The  regular  report  of  the  bank, 
under  date  of  Dec.  13,  1S95,  showed  resources  amounting  to  $611,202.26, 
a  surplus  fund  of  S5o,ooo,  undivided  profits  of  $14,107.77,  and  individual 
deposits  amounting  to  5212,509.52. 

By  an  act  of  the  General  C'ourt  passed  in  February,  1S54,  Ithamar 
('"nl<ey,  John  S.  Adams,  William  Kellogg,  Jr.  and  others  were  incorporated 
.is  the  Amherst  Savings  Bank.  So  far  as  can  be  ascertained,  there  was  no 
.i!iempl  made  to  effect  an  organization  under  this  act,  and  in  April,  1S64, 
a  new  charter  was  granted,  with  Ithamar  Conkey.  George  Cutler,  Charles 
Adams  and  others  as  incorporators.  At  a  meeting  held  Dec.  20,  1S64,  the 
( orporation  w  as  organized  and  the  following  officers  were  elected  :  Trus- 
lees.  J.  F.  Conkey,  Charles  Adams,  V..  F.  Cook,  James  Blastings,  D.  W. 
I'.ihiier,  W.  A.  Dickinson,  A.  R.  Cushman,  Horace  Ward,  George  Cutler, 
•'•11  of  Amherst,  Calvin  Jhidgman  of  Ijclchertown,  David  Rice  of  Leverett, 
N'.  Austin  Smith  of  Sunderland,  L.  X.  Granger  of  North  Hadley  ;  presi- 
<h  :u,  Charles  Adams ;  secretary,  George  Cutler  :  treasurer,  S.  C.  Carter. 
I  he  l)ank  was  opened  for  business  ^Monday,  Jan.  2,  1S65.  The  first  deposit 
leeeivcd  was  one  of  $50.  The  deposits  for  the  first  year  amounted  to 
^"'.:^39.47.  I'he  business  was  first  carried  on  in  a  small  wooden  building 
tint  stood  on  the  site  now  occupied  by  Dickinson's  block.  In  1S75,  it  was 
removed  to  a  brick  Iniilding.  erected  b\'  Dwight  H.  Kellogg  and  purchased 
tile  bank,  which  st(_»od  on  the  s'ite  of  the  present  bank  block  ;  this 
building  was  burned  in  the  great  fire  of  1S79,  after  which  the  block  now 
f'cciijiied  by  the  bank  and  post-otTice  was  erected.  In  1870.  Charles  Adams 
^■cMgned  as  president  and  was  succeeded  b\-  F.  V.  Cook,  who  remains  in 
*'*''<-e.  S.  C.  Carter  continued  tf)  serve  as  treasurer  until  Dec.  31,  1887, 
^^hen  advancing  years  induced  liim  to  tender  his  resignation,  which  was 
•Kiepted  by  the  trustees  with  deep  regret.     He  was  succeeded  by  F.  D. 
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•  Bangs,  \vho  is  now  in  office.  The  affairs  of  the  corporation  have  ever  bee;; 
managed  with  prudence  and  strict  economy,  insuring  its  prosperity.  .\ 
report  of  its  condition  Jan,  i,  1S96,  shows  deposits  amounting  to  52,057, 13S. 
undivided  earnings  561,329.37,  guarantee  funds  $84,582.  A  dividend  o! 
41-4  per  cent,  was  paid  in  1S95. 

THE   POSTAL  SERVICE    IN  AMHERST. 

The  first  post-office  estabHshed  in  Amherst  by  the  United  States  gov- 
ernment was  located  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  town,  at  that  time  the 
business  center,  and  the  place  where  town-meetings  were  held.  The  fir>i 
post-master  appointed  was  James  Watson,  whose  commission  bore  date  of 
Jan.  I,  1S06.  I'he  office  occupied  a  room  in  his  dwelling-house,  where  the 
accommodations,  though  not  extensive,  were  fully  adequate  for  the  business 
transacted.  There  was  at  the  time  but  one  mail  a  week,  brought  in  by 
stage-coach,  and  its  arrival  was  an  event  of  general  interest  to  the  comnui- 
nity.  James  Watson  served  as  postmaster  only  one  y  ear,  being  succeeded. 
Jan.  I,  1807,  by  Joseph  ^^'atson.  Rufus  Kellogg  was  appointed  postmaster 
in  1S09,  his  commission  bearing  date  of  Nov.  21  ;  he  remained  in  office 
until  1S24.  Up  to  1S20,  the  oflice  was  kept  in  a  room  in  the  southwe^t 
corner  of  his  house,  yet  standing  and  now  occupied  by  his  son,  Willard 
M.  Kellogg.  About  1820,  the  establishment  of  Amherst  college  antl 
other  causes  operated  to  bring  about  a  large  increase  in  population  at  the 
West  street,  and  the  post-office  was  removed  to  a  building  owned  by  Jarib 
White,  now  know  as  the  Amherst  house  Annex."  Mr.  Kellogg  continued 
to  serve  as  postmaster  after  the  removal  of  the  office  to  the  West  street, 
the  office  business  being  attended  to  by  a  clerk.  Jay  White  was  appointed 
postmaster  in  1824,  serving  until  April,  1S25,  when  he  was  succeeded  by 
Hezekiah  Wright  Strong.  The  ofhce  was  then  removed  to  Mr.  Strong's 
dwelling-house,  which  stood  to  the  east  of  Phoenix  Row,  a  room  being 
built  on  the  west  side  of  the  house  for  oftice  use. 

With  the  removal  of  the  office  to  the  West  street  and  a  conseciuent 
increase  in  business,  the  town  was  enabled  to  secure  three  weekly  mails  from 
Boston.  The  stage  route  passing  through  Amherst  extended  from  ilosum 
to  Albany  and  the  trip  occupied  three  days.  TJie  stage  left  l]oslon  at  i 
A.  M.  and  arrived  at  Amherst  at  9  i*.  m.  It  stopped  for  the  night  at  Xorih- 
ampton,  continuing  on  its  way  to  Albany  in  the  morning.  'I'he  mails 
arrived  at  Amherst  Tuesdays,  'J'hursdays  and  Saturdays.  I'here  was  also 
a  mail  route  north  and  south  between  Hartford,  Conn,  and  Brattleboro, 
Vt.  Mail  matter  for  surrounding  towns  w.is  left  at  the  Amherst  office  for 
distribution.  The  j^ostage  on  letters  weighing  one-half  ounce  was,  to 
Ik'lchei  t(n\  n  Tk:.,  to  bo>ton  12  i-2c.,  to  Xew.\'ork  iS  3-4C.,  to  Washington 
25c.     }I.  W.  Strong  continued  to  ser\e  as  postmaster  until   1S42.  Th.ere 
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was  sonic  complaint  in  regard  to  the  manner  in  which  he  conducted  the 
(.liice.  It  was  claimed  that  he  allowed  persons  to  sit  in  the  office  and  read 
i;.il)ers  that  came  through  the  mails  directed  to  other  parties,  and  that  the 
jxipcrs  were  not  always  returned  to  the  boxes  where  they  belonged. 
Samuel  C.  Carter  was  appointed  postmaster,  March  30,  1S42.  He  removed 
tlic  otTice  to  the  old  Amherst  bank  building,  that  occupied  the  site  of  the 
{jrcsent  Savings  bank  block.  Mr.  Carter  was  succeeded  by  Seth  Nims, 
who  was  appointed  to  the  office  r^Iay  9,  1845.  Mr.  Xims  removed  the 
o.'iice  to  Phoenix  Row,  in  the  block  now  occupied  by  E.  D.  ^larsh.  On 
Mr.  Carter's  appointment  in  1S49,  the  office  was  again  removed  to  the 
Amherst  bank  building,  where  it  remained  until  1864.  The  building  was 
a  iwo-story  one,  and  the  post-office  occupied  the  north  side  of  the  lower 
slory,  with  S.°  C.  Carter's  shoe-store  on  the  south  side  and  I.  F.  Conkey's 
law-ofnce  in  the  second  story.  In  1864,  the  Kelloggs  who  owned  the 
{)r<)perty  desired  to  make  a  three-story  building  of  it  and  the  tenants 
vacated  it.  The  floors  not  being  properly  supported,  the  walls  fell,  June 
1S65,  and  Dwight  H.  Kellogg  erected  on  the  site  a  three-story  building 
which  was  burned  in  1S79.  Since  1845,  ^^^^  postmasters  at  the  center 
oiVice  in  Amherst  with  the  date  of  their  commissions  have  been  as  follows  : 
Samuel  C.  Carter,  May  29,  1849  '  Seth  Xims,  June  3,  1S53  ;  Lucius  M. 
lloitwood,  June  17.  1S61  ;  Jairus  L.  Skinner,  July  7,  1865  ;  John  Jameson, 
l)cc.  20,  1876;  Orson  G.  Couch,  ]\Iarch  30,  1885;  Byron  H.  Williams, 
Aug.  9,  1S89  ;  Orson  G.  Couch,  ]*klarch  20,  1894. 

At  Amherst,  as  in  nearly  all  large  towns  and  cities,  the  appointment 
of  postmasters  and  their  retention  in  office  has  depended  largely  upon  their 
j)o]itical  faith.  For  a  half-century,  at  least,  the  victors  have  been  awarded 
tile  spoils  and  changes  in  national  administrations  have  been  signalized  by 
Jianges  in  the  management  of  the  local  office.  From  the  results  of  this 
pernicious  system  Amherst  has,  perhaps,  suffered  as  little  as  any  town  in 
tlie  county.  The  postmasters,  as  a  rule,  have  been  efficient,  faithful,  and 
aiu-iuive  to  the  interests  of  their  patrons.  Since  the  establishment  of 
AiiiliLTst  College,  and,  later  on,  of  the  Agricultural  College,  and  the 
stations  for  agricultural  experiment,  there  has  been  a  rapid  increase 
m  the  busine.^s  of  the  olhce,  until  at  the  present  time  it  is  far  in  excess  of 
that  conducted  in  most  towns  of  equal  size  and  population  with  Amherst. 
A  system  of  free  mail  deli\ery  was  i^iaugurated  April  i,  1S96.  July  1,  the 
<;MKe  was  mo\ed  into  new  and  commodious  ([uarters  in  Williams'  block. 

ilh  two  railways  ruiming  through  the  town,  the  mail  facilities  are 
excellent. 

A  post-office  was  estaljhshed  at  Xorth  Amherst  in  1S34.  Tiie  list  of 
|">^tniasiers  with  date^  of  their  api)()iritinent  is  as  follows:  Sanuiel  1  )avis, 
M-iy8,  1834;  Horace  Cutler,  .\ug.  9,  1837;  William  II.   Robinson,  Vch. 
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4,  1858;  Horace  Cutler,  Sept.  5,  1S61  ;  Charles  H.  Hobart,  April  8,  1869. 
Forester  P.  Ainsworth.  Aug.  31,  1869.  The  post-office  at  South  Aiuher.s- 
was  established  in  1841.  The  postmasters  who  have  served  there  and  tiir 
dates  of  their  appointment  are  as  follows:  Hiram  H.  Allen,  July  30,  1S41  : 
Waitstill  Dickinson,  June  7,  1S44;  Charles  F.  Hayward,  Dec.  20,  1849; 
Daniel  Paine,  July  17,  1S56;  Sylvanus  M.  Wright,  April3,i857  ;  I'homas 
Reed,  Jan.  29,  1S63  ;  \\'aitstill  Dickinson,  April  7,  1865  ;  Charles  A.  Shaw. 
March  7,  1881. 

COURTS  AND  COURT  OFFICERS. 

The  judicial  system  of  the  Province  of  the  IMassachusetts  Bay,  at  tlic 
time  of  the  settlement  of  Hampshire  county  and  thence  down  to  the  period 
of  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  comprised  a  superior  court  of  judicature 
^vith  original  and  appellate  jurisdiction  throughout  the  province,  which  held 
sessions  in  the  several  counties  and  resembled  in  many  of  its  features  the 
superior  judicial  court  of  to-day:  a  court  for  each  county  called  the  supe- 
rior court  of  common  pleas,  consisting  of  four  justices,  which  had  cogniz- 
ance of  all  actions  triable  at  common  law,  and  a  court  of  sessions  for  each, 
county,  comprising  all  its  justices  of  the  peace,  which  had  a  limited  criminal 
jurisdiction  and  managed  the  prudential  affairs  of  the  county.  I'he 
justices  of  the  peace  had  a  separate  jurisdiction  in  minor  matters,  both 
civil  and  criminal,  and  from  their  judgment  appeal  could  be  taken  to  the 
-court  of  common  pleas  and  court  of  sessions.  There  was  also  a  probaic 
court.  At  the  close  of  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  the  courts  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Massachusetts  were  established  by  act  of  the  General  Court, 
passed  July  3,  1782.  There  were  a  supreme  judicial  court,  a  court  of 
common  pleas,.and  a  court  of  general  sessions  of  the  peace.  The  supreme 
•court  consisted  of  one  chief  and  four  associate  justices.  It  had  jurisdic- 
tion in  both  civil  and  criminal  cases  and  appellate  jurisdiction  in  nearly  all 
probate  matters.  The  court  of  common  pleas,  established  for  eac  h  count} . 
had  powers  equivalent  to  those  exercised  by  the  provincial  courts  of  the 
same  name.  This  was  succeeded,  in  181 1,  by  a  circuit  court  of  common 
pleas,  the  act  by  which  this  was  established  dividing  the  state  into  six 
•circuits.  The  circuit  court  was  abolished  in  1S21,  and  a  court  of  conunon 
pleas  throughout  the  state  established.  I'he  court  of  general  SL'Ssions  of 
the  peace  for  each  county  was  held  bv  justices  of  the  peace  therein,  and 
•  determined  matters  relating  to  the  conservation  of  the  peace  and  the 
punishment  of  offences  cognizable  by  them  at  common  law. 

Probate  courts  w ere  estabhshed  by  an  act  passed  by  the  General  C'ourt 
in  1784.  From  that  time  up  to  1858,  the  ofliccrs  of  the  i:)robate  court  wfie 
a  judge  and  a  register  of  probate.  In  1858,  the  court  of  insoKenry  \\a> 
placed  under  the  juristliction  of  these  officers,  who  were  henceforth  knoun 
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as  jud2,es  and  registers  of  probate  and  insolvency.  In  1S58,  an  act  was 
passed  giving  certain  powers  in  criminal  cases  to  justices  of  the  peace,  who 
vscre  entitled  trial  justices.  These  were  appointed  by  the  governor  and 
lield  olhce  three  years.  The  following  men  have  been  appointed  as  trial 
ju>tices  for  the  town  of  Amherst:  James  W.  Boyden  in  185S,  Albion  P. 
Howe  in  1S59,  Oliver  Pease  in  1865,  Edward  A.  Thomas  in  1S74.  The 
jurisdiction  of  trial  justices  in  Hampshire  county  was  terminated  by  an 
act  of  the  General  Court  approved  May  16,  1882,  which  formed  the  towns 
of  Hampshire  county  into  a  district  court.  \Mlliam  P.  Strickland  of 
Northampton  was  appointed  justice,  with  A.  J.  Fargo  of  Easthampton  and 
R.  \A'.  Lyman  of  Belchertown  special  justices.  Sessions  of  this  court  are 
held  at  XoTthampton,  Amherst  and  Ware,  the  sessions  at-  Amherst  being 
held  on  the  first  and  third  Wednesdays  of  each  month.  Sessions  of  the 
probate  court  for  Hampshire  county  are  held  at  Amherst  on  the  second 
Tuesday  of  January,  March,  June,  August  and  November. 

Probably  the.  most  distinguished  jurist  who  has  ever  made  his  home 
in  Amherst  was  Simeon  Strong.  Appointed  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  1768, 
he  gave  up  his  commission  at  the  outbreak  of  the  war  of  the  Revolution. 
In  iSoo,  he  was  appointed  one  of  the  justices  of  the  Massachusetts  supreme 
court,  holding  that  office  until  his  death  in  1805.  In  an  address  delivered 
by  George  Bliss  in  1S26,  before  the  bar  of  the  counties  of  Hampshire, 
Franklin,  and  Plampden,  Judge  Strong  is  thus  described:  "He  was  quite 
a  metaphysician  and  always  fond  of  theology.  From  17S0  to  1800  his 
practice  was  extensive.  He  was  very  modest  and  unassuming  in  his  whole 
deportment,  and  always  on  all  occasions  treated  the  court  before  whom 
he  appeared  with  great  deference  and  respect.  Pie  treated  his  antagonists 
with  perfect  fairness.  He  was  eminently  skilled  in  the  science  of  special 
pleading.  He  was  nearly  a  third  of  a  century  at  the  bar.  Solomon  Strong, 
son  of  Judge  Simeon,  was  appointed,  in  iSiS,  judge  of  the  circuit  court  of 
common  pleas,  and  in  July,  182 1,  judge  of  the  court  of  common 
pleas,  retaining  the  hitter  oftice  until  September,  1842,  when  he 
resigned.  In  1834,  Ithamar  Conkey  was  appointed  judge  of  probate  for 
Hampshire  county,  an  office  which  he  held  until  1S5S.  Other  prominent 
int-mbcrs  of  the  bar  who  have  made  their  iiome  in  Amherst  were  the  Dick- 
insons, Samuel  Fowler,  Edward  and  William  Austin,  Simeon  Strong. 
Jr.,  Noah  Dickinson  Mattoon,  Luciws  Boltwood,  Osmyn  Baker,  Charles 
Delano  and  Ithamar  I'\  Conkey.  In  1809,  probate  courts  were  held  in 
Amherst  three  times  a  year  at  such  times  and  places  as  the  judge  of  probate 
sliould  ap]:>oint.  In  1817  and  for  several  years  tiiereafter  these  courts  were 
li'"ld  at  iiouse  of  S.  D.  Ward,  innlceeper,  the  third  'I'uesday  in  April,  June 
and  October.  In  1828,  the  session^  of  i)rol)ate  court  in  Amherst  washeld 
ihc  house  of  John  Baggs  in  the  east  part  of  the  town.     Other  court 
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sessions  have  been  held  at  the  town  lock-up,  in  Hunt's  block  and  in  ti; 
district  court-room  in  the  town  hall  building. 

From  the  records  at  the  state-house  in  Boston  the  following  names  o 
Amherst  men  who  have' served  as  justices  of  the  peace  were  transcribed 


The  date  of  first  appointment  is 
reappointed  for  several  terms. 

Moses  Dickinson,  Aug.  20.  1775 
Nathaniel  Dickinson.  Sept.  20.  17S1 
Ebenezer  Mattoon.  Jr..  A f  arch  2S,  17S2 
Ebenezer  Boltwood.  March  iS,  17S6 
Daniel  Cooley,  Oct.  14.  17S9 
Simeon  Strong-,  Dec.  2,  17S9 
Zebina  ^Montague.  Feb.  13,  1797 
Samuel  F.  Dickinson,  Feb.  S,  1S03 
Jarib  White.  March  2.  1S05 
Medad  Dickinson,  June  16,  1S09 
Ichabod  Draper,  Feb.  14.  iSio 
Hezekiah  \V.  Strong,  Feb.  5,  iSii 
John  Dickinson,  June  4,  iSii 
Gideon  Stetson,  May  15,  1S12 
Noah  Webster,  Feb.  J,  1S14 
John  Strong,  July. 2,  1S14 
Noah  D.  Mattoon,  July  2,  1S14 
Levi  Collins,  Aug.  31,  1S15 
Rufus  Graves,  June  lo.  1S17 
Ithaniar  Conkey,  Alay  11,  1S19 
Timothy  J.  Gridley,  May  11,  1S19 
Jonathan  1-lastman,  Aug.  26,  1823 
Zebina  Dickinson.  Feb.  17.  1824 
Lucius  Boltwood,  Feb.  22.  1S23 
Lsaac  Robbins,  F'eb.  22,  1825 
Asahel  Thayer,  Feb.  22,  1S25 
Chester  Dickinson,  Oct.  16,  1827 
Enos  Dickinson.  Oct.  16,  1S27 
Osmyn  IJaker.  Jan.  6,  1830 
Elijah  lioltwood,  Feb.  3,  1S31 
Fldward  Dickinson,  Feb.  3,  183  i 
Daniel  Dickinson,  Eel).  26,  1833 
John  Leland,  March  9,  1S33 
Luther  Root,  Feb.  18,  1S35 
Samuel  Ware,  Sept.  23,  1835 
David  NE\ck,  Jan.  22,  1836 
James  Kello<;g,  Feb.  18,  1839 
Leonard  M.  Hills,  Dec.  17,  f842 
Simeon  Dickinson,  i-'eb.  3.  1844 
Charles  Delano.  .ALu  ch  8.  1S44 
Luke  Sweetser,  .March  i,  18.15 
Baxter  ICastnian,  Dec.  22,  1846 


given,  many  of -them  having  beei 


Joseph  Dickinson,  Jan.  S,  1853 
Willard  M.  Kellogg,  Jan.  8.  1S53 
13axter  Eastman,  Dec.  6,  1S53 
Henry  A.  Marsh,  Feb.  16,  1854 
Daniel  Paine,  July  7,  1854 
Albin  P.  Flowe,  March  9.  1855 
Newton  Fitch,  March  24.  1855 
Benjamin  F.  Smith,  ]\Iay  23,  1855 
John  M.  Emerson,  Sept,  3,  1855 
Henry  B,  Prince,  March  14,  1856 
Jared  T.  Westcott,  March  14,  1856 
Ezra  Ingram,  AFay  15,  1856 
W,  A,  Dickinson,  Jan.  23,  1S57 
AL  N.  Spear,  ALay  29,  1857 
F.  A.  Palmer,  March  21,  i860 
Abner  G,  Mossman,  March  21,  1S60 
J.  O.  Peck,  Jan.  5,  1S61 
Seth  Fish,  March  20,  186 1 
Aaron  K.  Warner,  Dec.  24,  1S61 
John  E.  Cushinan,  Oct.  21,  1S62 
Hirani  C.  Howard.  Dec.  16,  1S64 
Oliver  Pease,  May  5,  1S65 
Geo,  Cutler,  Jan,  23.  1867 
Marshall  Ji.  Cushnian,  Oct.  31,  1S67 
William  S.  Clark,  Nov.  2,  1867 
Horace  Cutler,  May  6,  1868 
Edward  P.  Cushman,  May  13,  1S68 
Levi  Stockbrid.ge.  April  i,  i860 

D.  B,  N.  Fish,  Feb.  23.  1871 
Forester  P,  Ainswortii,  March  15.  187  i 
Edward  A.  'Jliomas,  Feb.  3,  1S74 
Edward  IC.  Webster,  Sept,  9,  1875 
John  Jameson,  Oct.  7,  1875 

Edward  Conkey.  .May  6,  1876 
John  C.  Dillon,  ApvU  10,  1877 
•James  L  Cooper,  I^ec.  8,  1877 
Foster  ]\.  Clement,  Nov.  28,  1879 
Frank  1!.  Paige.  April  6,  18S0 
Wolcott  Hamlin,  April  20,  1880 
J.  V.  .Morell.  July  19.  1882 
C.  P.  .Mai\in,  Jr..  March  22,  1883 

E,  D,  Bang.s,  April  18.  1883 
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Iihamar  F.  Conkey,  Feb,  3,  1S47  H.  C.  Nash,  Jr.,  May  7,  1SS3 

lames  W.  Hoyden,  June  i,  1S4S  George  \V.  Sanderson,  April  2,  1SS4 

Simeon  Clark,  March  29,  1S49  Flavel  Gaylord,  April  9,  1S84 

I  J'Driilgc  G.  Bowdoin,  June  20,  1S49  Dwight  W.  Palmer,  June  19,  1SS5 

Horace  Smith,  Sept.  16,  1S51  H.  M.  McCloud,  July  6,  1SS6 

Hirani  H.  Allen,  Sept.  16,  1S51  James  E.  Merrick,  April  10,  1SS9 

Terdinand  Robinson,  Sept.  16.  1S51  F.  A.  Hobbs.  Dec.  3,  1S90 

Jonas  H.  Winter,  Sept.  30,  1S51  W.  A.  Hunt,  April  i,  1S91 

John  R.  Cushman,  Dec.  2,  1S51  Oramel  S.  Senter,  Feb.  23,  1S94 

Levi  Nutting.  Dec.  2S,  1S52  B.  H.  Williams,  I\Iay  17.  1S94 

Bcla  U.  Dickinson,  Jan.  S,  1S53  W.  J.  Reilley,  Oct.  3,  1S95 

Amherst  has  furnished  but  one  high  sheriff  for  the  county  of  Hamp- 
shire, Ebenezer  Mattoon,  appointed  in  1796,  who  continued  in  ofhce  for 
nearly  twenty  years.  There  are  no  existing  records  from  which  can  be 
compiled  a  list  of  deputy  sheritts  appointed  for  Amherst.  A  careful 
investigation  of  papers  on  hie  at  the  court-house  in  Northampton  would 
seem  to  show  that  one  of  the  hrst,  if  not  the  first,  .Vmherst  deputy  to  be 
a]')]iointed  was  Zebina  I^ickinson,  who  hrst  took  the  oatli  of  ofhce  June  2, 
1806.  He  continued  to  serve  until  after  the  year  1824,  having  as  an 
associate  during  the  latter  part  of  his  term  of  office  Chester  Dickinson, 
krom  1S24  to  1S3S,  there  is  no  record  of  an  Amherst  appointment  to  this 
oilice.  P'rederick  A.  Palmer  was  appointed  deputy  sheriff,  Sept.  6,  1S3S, 
continuing  in  ofhce  until  his  death  in  1S74.  Seth  Nims  was  appointed  a 
cicputy  in  1S51.  In  1S45,  Henry  lYink  was  appointed  a  deputy,  to  serve 
fi\  e  years.  On  the  death  of  Mr.  Palmer,  George  Ij.  Gallond  was  appointed 
dci)uty  sheriff  and  served  until  his  death  in  iSSS.  Mr.  Gallond  was 
Micceeded  by  William  W.  Smith,  who  died  in  office,  Nov.  26,  1S93.  The 
l^rcsent  incumbent  of  the  office  is  David  H.  Tillson. 


CHAPTER  XL 


Newspapers  and  l'RiNrix(;.— The  F^irst  Printing  Press. — J.  S.  cV'  C. 

Adams. — New  England  Inquirer.— Hampshire  and  Frank- 
lin ExpRE>s. — Focal  News  and  Adver  1  islm en  1  s. — FF-vmp- 
>HiRE  Express. — -The  A^rHERsr  Record.— Other  Newspaper 

.(  ^'EX'I•t'RES.  MiSCELLANEors    PuiiLICA  I  IOXS. 

I  lie  })rinting  business  was  first  established  in  Amherst  in  1825.  In 
Ai:-u>t  f.f  that  year,  the  first  jHiiuing-press  was  brought  to  town  by  Samuel 
^-  C  .utrr  and  Jf)hn  S.  Adams.    It  was  known  as  a  "  Raniage press. 
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manufactured  in  Philadelphia  and  considered  at  that  time  one  of  the  ht-st 
in  use.  Few  of  the  townspeople  had  up  to  that  time  seen  a  printing-prtss; 
it  was  to  them  so  interesting  and  curious  an  object  they  crowded  the  ohkl- 
from  morning  to  night  for  several  weeks  after  it  was  put  in  that  they  nu'^ln 
see  it  in  operation.  Associated  with  S.  C.  Carter  and  J.  S.  Adams  in  tlu- 
printing  business  was  Charles  Adams,  brother  to  John  S.  Of  Sainuc". 
C.  Carter,  a  brief  biographical  sketch  will  be  given  in  a  later  chapter  in  this 
volume.  ■  ■  ' 

John  S.  Adams  was  born  in  Middleton,  May  24,  1S03.  He  entered, 
at  an  early  .age,  the  printing  office  of  Flagg  Gould  at  Andover,  where  he 
worked  six  years,  five  as  an  apprentice  and  the  sixth  as.  foreman  of  ti:e 
office.  -While  at  this  office  he  was  engaged  a  large  part  of  his  time  011 
Greek,  Hebrew  and  Arabic  V  orks.  He  came  to  Amherst  in  1825.  where 
for  more  than  a  half  century  he  was  prominent  in  public  affairs,  l^ubiic 
spirited  in  the  best  sense  of  the  word,  he  was  ever  willing  to  devote  time, 
labor  and  money  to  any  project  that  made  for  the  public  good.  An  earlv 
advocate  of  railway  construction,  on  the  organization  of  the  Amherst  and 
"Belchertown  railway  company  he  was  appointed  clerk  and  treasurer,  a 
position  which  he  held  for  ten  years.  For  many  years  he  was  clerk  and 
treasurer  of  the'  First  Congregational  church,  and  served  the  town  in  a 
similar  capacity  for  one  year.  He  died  at  his  home  in  Amherst.  Sept.  2S. 
1877.  He  built  and  resided  in  the  house  now  occupied  by  r^Irs,  W.  D. 
Herrick's  home  school. 

Charles  Adams  was  born  in  Middleton,  May  3,  1S05.  Coming  to 
Amherst  in  1S25,  he  engaged  in  business  with  his  brother  John  S.  Adani< 
and  S.  C.  Carter,  the  firm  of  J.  S.  «S:  C,  Adams,  organized  in  the  '2cs. 
continuing  in  existei:ice  until  1871.  l"he  business  of  printing  and  publi>h- 
ing  was  first  conducted  in  a  building  situated  on  the  site  now  occupied  l  y 
the  Amherst  house  '-Annex."  Mr.  Adams  was  a  man  of  affairs,  high!} 
esteemed  in  the  conimunit}-.  He  served  the  public  in  many  offices  of  trust 
and  honor.  He  served  the  town  for  one  year  as  representative  to  ihx. 
General  Court,  and  also  as  selectman  and  assessor;  he  held  the  oflice  01 
county  commissioner  for  one  term  ;  he  was  for  several  years  a  memlxT  ot 
the  committee  of  the  l-drst  Congregational  parish  and  also  parish  asses>nr. 
He  was  the  first  president  of  the  Amherst  Savings  bank,  being  elected  in 
1864  and  holding  office  until  his  re;signati()n  in  1870.  He  resided  foi 
many  year^  in  the  ".Cooper  house  "  adjoining  J^almer's  block,  which  wa- 
destroyecl  by  tue  in  March,  1S88.  He  afterwards  built  and  resided  in  tin- 
house  on  Lincoln  avenue  now  owned  by  Charles  M.  Osgood.  While  in 
partnershij)  with  his  brother,  the\-  built  a  brick  block  on  ••  Merchants'  Row  .' 
which  they  rented  but  ne\er  occupied.  Mr.  .Adams  died  at  his  home  in 
Amherst,  July  14,  1888. 
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The  first  business  engaged  in  by  the  Adams  brothers  and  S.  C.  Carter 
was  a  general  Hne  of  printing  and  book-binding,  Mr.  Carter  paying  partic- 
ular attention  to  the  bindery.  The  first  book  printed  by  thern  was  a 
volume  of  sermons  by  Rev.  Daniel  A.  Clark,  Vvho  had  recently  been 
dismissed  from  the  pastorate  of  the  First  Congregational  church.  At  that 
time  the  nearest  place  where  printing  paper  could  be  procured  was  Boston. 
It  was  shipped  from  there  by  water,  carried  by  boat  through  Long  Island 
Sound  and  up  the  Connecticut  river  to  the  wharf  in  Hadley.  the  trip 
occupying  from  lo  to  14  days.  Sometimes  it  was  brought  overland  from 
boston  by  six-horse  teams,  the  trip  occupying  from  six  to  seven  days. 
Paper  was  expensive  in  those  earlier  days  ;  good  rag  stock  was  the  basis 
of  its  composition  and  wood-pulp,  grass  and  straw  were  unknown  as 
adulterants."  The  first  periodical  issued  from  the  press  of  Carter  &  Adams 
was  the  ''Chemist  and  Ivleteorological  Journal."  The  first  number  of  the 
first,  and  only,  volume  bears  date  of  July  .S,  1826.  Its  price  was  S4  per 
annum,  "  half  ad.."  the  interpretation  of  the  latter  phrase  being  that  one- 
half  of  the  price  v,  as  payable  in  advance.  Its  editor  was  John  R.  Cotting, 
a  gentleman  of  considerable  scientific  lore,  who  was  engaged  as  a  lecturer 
on  chemistry  at  Amherst  Academy,  'bhe  '-Chemist"  was  issued  weekly, 
contained  16  pages  of  printed  matter,  of  octavo  size,  the  matter,  set  in  two 
narrow  columns  on  the  page,  being  devoted  exclusively  to  scientific  subjects. 
As  concerned  any  reference  to  the  town  of  Amherst  or  its  people,  it  might 
as  well  have  been  printed  in  Siberia.  Its  pages  were  illustrated  with  wood- 
cuts of  scientific  apparatus,  and  each  number  contained  a  meteorological 
table  compiled  at  some  well-known  institution  of  learning. 

"  iTuLiMK  II  u>  jr.ii.>  r  .\M>  <  11  Mil  I  S  UM.y>.  r.m  mi'.  ri;i)ri;ii.  mi;.-,  amiii  r,>..  m  >«i%liii  m  i  i^,   

VolTiL  I  IILK^I)AY,  NOVtMBt.U       lUir  No  ! 


The  above  is  a  reproduction  of  the  heading  on  the  first  page  of  the 
first  newspaper  printed  in  the  town  of  Amherst.  In  October,  1S26,  Carier 
\-  Adams  issued  in  the  form  of  a  prospectus  "'  Proposals  for  publishing  a 
Weekly  Newspaper,  at  Amherst,  Mass.,  to  be  called  the  AItc-  Eiii^IaiuI 
Inquirer^  This  document  stated  that  in  the  new  publication  it  was 
pr()p().■^L•d  to  devote  considerable  space  to  national  politics,  *•  trannneled  by 
no  paily  prejudices  and  infiuenced  b}-  no  seclional  interests."  'i'liere 
wuuld  be  inserted  in  its  cokunns  such  correspondence  and  articles  of  intel- 
li;^ence  as  should  seem  to  be  important  to  the  moral  interests  of  the 
c<>nununitv.  Its  literarv  character  would  be  "worthy  of  the  inte'lligent 
population  on  whose  }xitronage  it  must  subsist."     Particular  efforts  would 
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be  made  to  collect  matter  which  would  illustrate  our  colonial  and  revolu- 
tionary history.  Attention  w  ould  also  be  paid  to  improvements  and  inveri- 
tions  in  agriculture  and  the  mechanic  arts,  -'with  which  this  age  so  much 
abounds,"  as  well  as  to  all  interesting  news,  foreign  and  domestic.  From 
this  prospectus  may  readily  be  gained  an  idea  of  the  character  and  the 
accepted  mission  of  the  weekly  newspaper  published  seventy  years  ago. 
National  politics,  foreign  intelligence,  literature,  history,  these  were  the 
essentials,  to  which  were  subordinated  and  relegated  almost  into  nothing- 
ness, the  gathering  and  chronicling  of  purely  local  news. 

Number  one  of  volume  one  of  the  ///^/////-tv  bears  date  Dec.  i,  1826. 
Carter  &  Adams  were  the  publishers  and  Hon.  Osmyn  Baker  the  editor, 
but  the  latter's  name  does  not  appear  in  the  paper  at  all.  The  Iiujiiircr 
was  printed  and  published  every  Friday  morning.  Its  subscription  price 
was  $2  per  year  when  paid  within  .six  months  of  the  date  of  subscription, 
or  $1.75  if  paid  on  receipt  of  the  first  issue.  No  subscription  was  received 
for  less  than  one  year.  Post-riders  were  supplied  with  the  paper  "on  good 
terms."  It  was  a  four-page  paper  WTth  live  columns  on  a  page.  The 
publishers  announced  that  "Advertisements  will  be  conspicuously  inserted 
at  the  usual  terms."  A  summary  of  the  contents  of  the  first  issue  is  of 
interest  at  this- time.  On  the  first  page  was  printed  a  story  entitled  "  A 
Border  Tradition,"  copied,  in  condensed  form,  from  the  Uiiiicil States  Revirtu 
a)id  Literary  Gazette^  and  a  report  of  the  cattle-show  of  the  Merrimack 
Agricultural  society,  at  Concord,  N.  H.  The  last  page  was  devoted  to 
religious  news  and  Revolutionary  war  papers.  The  foreign  news,  on  the 
inside  pages,  consisted  of  reprints  from  the  New^  York  JAvr/zri' of  Nov.  14 
and  the  New^  York  Eiiquircr.  The  one  item  of  local  intelligence  related 
to  the  sending  up  of  a  balloon,  12  or  15  feet  in  diameter,  from  College 
hill,  I'here  were  three  columns  of  advertising  in  the  issue  and  of  this 
space  nearly  one-half  was  occupied  by  the  announcements  of  Luke  Sweetser 
and  Graves  Field.  }]oth  these  parties  kept  "  general  "  stores,  where 
they  sold  diy-goods,  groceries,  hardware,  liquor,  etc. 

The  second  issue  of  the  paper  contains  the  announcement  that  the 
steamboat  "  Barnet,"  the  lirst  that  had  ever  ascended  the  Connecticut 
river  above  Hartford,  had  arrived  at  Northampton  the  Friday  preceding. 
The  issue  of  Jan.  26  contains  the  following  interesting  notice  to 
cc)rrespon(lents  :  ♦ 

'•We  have  heen  favored  this  week  witli  no  less  than  three  articles  of  oriuinal 
poetry.  <-)ur  taste  in  these  matters  ha^  been  said  to  he  somewhat  fastidious,  ami 
perhaps  it  is  well  that  it  is  so.  for  if  we  were  to  i>ul)lish  indisci  iminatelx'  \\hati  \  er 
we  receive  of  that  ccjinmodity,  we  mii;ht  In-  as  ne.ir  ly  o\'er\\  helmed  hy  moon-slnu  k 
ballad-moiij^ers  as  we  have  Ix-en  1)_\-  writers  on  tv/z/rV/Z/c//.  which  Ilcawn  foi  hid. 
But  hickily  for  our  readers,  Hotspur  himself  did  not  more  heartily  detest  mincin;^ 
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poetry  than  we  do.  We  are  the  humble  slaves  of  the  true  worshipers  of  the  Muses 
whom  the  Nine  acknowledge,  but  for  those  whom  both  Rhyme  and  Reason  have 
n-pudiated.  we  have  little  affection." 

May  22,  1827,  the  firm  of  Carter  &  Adams  was  dissolved,  being 
succeed  by  the  firm  of  J.  S.  &  C.  Adams.  Mr.  Carter  on  retiring  from 
the  printing  business  devoted  his  attention  to  the  work  of  book-binding. 
In  the  Jiiqiiircrs  issue  for  Nov.  16,  1827,  announcement  was  made  that 
the  property  in  the  establishment  had  been  purchased  of  the  present 
proprietors  by  a  number  of  gentlemen,  who  have  determined  on  carrying- 
forward  the  publication  on  an  improved  ancl  extended  plan.'"  The  size  of 
the  paper  was  to  be  increased  about  one-hfth  and  its  appearance  improved 
in  many  respects.  No  name  was  signed  to  this  announcement.  Under 
the  new  management,  the  Inquirer  was  edited  by  Prof.  Samuel  M.  \\'or- 
cester  of  Amherst  College.  The  paper  was  enlarged  by  the  addition  of 
one  column  to  each  page,  and  the  publication  day  \vas  changed  from  Fri- 
day to  Thursday.  The  pages  were  numbered  consecutively  from  week  to 
week,  that  an  index  for  the  volume  might  be  made  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
The  publication  was  continued  about  a  year  under  its  new  management 
and  then  was  giyen  up.  In  TS39,  the  Amherst  Gazette  was  published  for 
a  few  months  by  James  B.  Yerrington,  but  the  enterprise  proving  unprofit- 
able, was  promptly  abandoned.  Its  venerable  namesake,  the  Hampshire 
Gazette,  alluded  thus  unfeelingly  to  its  demise  :  "  The  Amherst  Gazette,  a 
neutral  bantling,  after  a  short  existence  of  thirteen  weeks,  has  retired  to 
the  peaceful  shades  of  non-existence." 

HAMPSHIRE  AND  FRANKLIN  EXPRESS. 

«  S  t  C  ADA  Ma.  P.o,..cTi..   OrriCE  No.  3,  PBENIX   ROW  SAMLKL  N  l.MI.  t.on°> 


Of  more  enduring  ciualities  than  its  predecessors  was  the  paper  whose 
title-page  bore  the  heading  faithfully  portrayed  above.  Under  different 
titles  and  different  owners  the  publication  has  been  continued  down  to 
the  present  time.  The  I/a/fps/iire  and  Franklin  Express  gained  a  more 
extended  circulation  and  exerted  a  wider  influence  than  any  other  paper 
ever  printed  in  Amherst.  Its  field  was  broad  ;  from  Greenfield  on  the 
north  to  Springfield  on  the  south, 'from  Xortliampton  on  the  west  to  Wor- 
cester on  tlie  east,  it  had  no  competitor.  The  daily  newspaper  had  not 
yet  begun  its  deadly  inroads  on  the  field  of  weekly  journalism  ;  the  few 
magazines  publislied  in  America  were  still  in  theii"  infancy  and  had  not 
In-gun  to  dispute  the  field  of  literature  with  the  weekly  press.  'I'iie  first 
issue  of  the  Express  bears  date  of  Sept.   13,  1844.     On  tiie  first  page  is 
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printed  the  publishers'  prospectus.  From  this  it  is  learned  that  the  proprie- 
tors had  been  repeatedly  urged  to  publish  a  paper  on  the  east  side  of  the 
Connecticut  river,  and  had  concluded  to  do  so.  Its  object  would  be  the 
diffusion  of  such  news  as  might  be  expected  to  find  a  place  in  a  family 
newspaper,  and  the  advancement  of  such  plans  and  measures  as  tlie 
proprietors  believed  were  calculated  to  promote  the  general  welfare  and  pros- 
perity and  moral  and  intellectual  improvement  of  the  community.  It  would 
advocate  the  principles  of  the  Whig  party  in  politics,  including  a  protective 
tariff  and  opposition  to  territorial  expansion.  The  interests  of  religic^n 
and  agriculture  would  be  properly  cared  for.  The  editorial  department 
would  be  in  care  of  Samuel  Nash,  while  J.  S.  &  C.  Adams  were  the  pro 
prietors  and  publishers.  The  terms  of  subscription  were:  To  those  who 
paid  on  receipt  of  the  fourth  number,  $1.50:  to  those  who  paid  before  the 
end  of  six  months,  $1.75,  to  all  others,  $2.  Xo  subscriptions  were  received 
for  less  than  six  months. 

The  paper  comprised  four  pages  with  six  broad  columns  on  a  page. 
At  the  head  of  the  editorial  column  in  the  first  issue  were  the  names  of 
Henry  Clay,  candidate  for  president,  and  Theodore  Frelinghuysen,  candi- 
date for  vice-president,  on  the  Whig  ticket.  In  an  editorial  paragraph  an 
apolog)'  was  made  for  the  delay  in  issuing  the  first  number,  which  was 
caused  by  the  time  taken  up  in  securing  a  larger  press.  The  paper 
contained  an  interesting  selection  of  foreign  and  domestic  news,  including 
election  returns  from  Maine  and  V^ermont  and  a  letter  from  Henry  Clay  on 
tariff  matters.  The  only  item  which  by  any  stretch  of  imagination  could 
be  accounted  xVmherst  news  was  a  meteorological  record  for  the  month  of 
August,  compiled  by  Prof.  E.  S.  Snell.  Liberal  abstracts  were  published  of 
probate  notices  for  Hampshire  and  Franklin  counties,  a  feature  to  which 
the  publishers  called  particular  attention.  There  was  the  customary  long 
list  .of  marriages  and  deaths,  covering  a  wide  extent  of  territory.  Especial 
attention  was  paid  to  railroad  matters  from  the  hrst,  the  affairs  of  the 
Vermont  and  Massachusetts  road  receiving  extended  consideration.  At  the 
time  of  the  first  issue  of  the  Expn-ss  the  residents  of  Amherst  were 
beginning  to  realize  the  desirability,  if  not  the  absolute  necessity,  of 
securing  railway  communication  with  the  outer  world.  It  was  generally 
understood  at  the  time  that  one  principal  reason  for  establibhing  the  paper 
was  to  aid  the  railway  project.  , 

The  first  issue  contained  but  two  and  one-lialf  columns  of  advertising 
matter,  but  in  subsequent  issues  this  space  was  greatl\-  increased.  Sweetser 
&  Cutler  were  tlie  principal  ad\'ertisers  in  the  Ex/^nss,  as  Luke  Sweetser 
had  been  in  tlie  Iiu/i(i)\:r  be\entee'n  years  before.  Jhit  in  the  years  that 
intervened  between  the  two  jniblications  a  new  line  of  advertising  liad 
been  developed  and  had  forced  its  way  into  prominence.    'J'he  "patent 
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medicine  adv.,"  the  origin  of  which  has  ever  been  veiled  in  obscurity,  first 
assumed  prominence  in  the  weekly  newspapers  published  in  New  England 
in  the  decade  beginning  with  1S30.  The  £x/>ress  secured  its  full  share  of 
this  advertising,  and  its  columns  were  illuminated  with  the  praises  of 
Shennan's  Worm  Lozenges,"  "  Magical  Pain  Extractor,"  "  Celestial 
]5alm  of  China"  and  "Resurrection  Pills."  Generous  advertising  patron- 
age was  also  secured  from  many  of  the  valley  towns  on  the  east  side  of 
the  Connecticut  river,  the  merchants  of  Hadley,  South  Hadley  Falls, 
Montague,  Palmer,  Springfield  and  Hartford  finding  the  isay^/r-i-j' a  valuable 
medium  for  communicating  with  their  customers.  Nearly  all  the  Amherst 
news  of  interest  found  place,  if  anywhere,  in  the  advertising  columns. 
From  these  it  is  learned  that  the  headquarters  of  Amherst  Democracy  were 
located  at  Baggs'  tavern  in  East  Amherst,  while  the  Whigs  generally 
gathered  at  Howe's  tavern  at  the  center.  In  common  with  its  Whig  con- 
temporaries the  Ex/^rcss  mourned  over -the  election  of  Polk  and  Dallas, 
but  its  editor  was  optimistic,  trusting  that  what  seemed  a  national  misfor- 
tune would  be  overruled  by  Providence  for  good.  The  doings  of  the 
national  Congress  and  the  state  Legislature  occupied  a  conspicuous  place 
in  its  columns,  .and  from  time  to  time  state  laws  of  importance  were 
publislied.  Unlike  the  editor  of  the ///^////'t'r,  the  first  editor  of  the  Express 
welcomed  and  printed  much  original  poetry,  and  an  occasional  original 
story  was  printed  on  the  first  page.  Islosi  of  the  literary  matter  was  quoted 
from  well-known  publications. 

In  the  issue  for  June  20,  1S45,  announcement  was  made  that  on  July 
1  the  new  postal  law  would  go  into  operation,  by  which  editors  and 
publishers  were  allowed  to  send  papers  through  the  mails  free  of  cost 
within  a  circle  of  fifty  miles.  The  circulation  of  the  Express  was  prin- 
cipally through  the  agency  of  carriers,  and  its  publishers  declared  their 
intention  of  continuing  this  service  as  it  was  more  convenient  for  them  and 
tor  the  subscribers  as  well.  Should  the  papers  be  sent  by  mail  to  villages 
near  post-offices  then  forming  parts  of  the  routes  of  carriers,  the  best  part 
of  their  business  would  be  taken  away  and,  in  consequence,  the  routes 
would  be  abandoned.  Those  residing  at  a  distance  from  the  post-offices 
would  discontinue  their  pa{)cr.  Besides  the  additional  exiK-nse  of  mailing 
p.ipers  to  individual  subscribers,  the  keeping  of  an  account  with  each  and 
tile  additional  risk  and  expense  of  'collecting  to  the  i)ublishers  would  forbid 
a  reduction  from  the  advertised  rates  tonuiil  subscribers.  The  circulation 
of  the  Express  was  limited  mostly  to  towns  on  the  east  side  of  the  Con- 
necticut river. 

I'ollowing  is  a  li.-^t  of  the  editors  of  the  Express,  together  with  the 
dates  when  they  began  their  service:  Se[)teml)er,  kS}].  Samuel  Xash  ; 
May.  1848,  Homer  A.  Cook;  July,  1.S49,  J.  R.  Trumbull;  ^Llrch  i,  1856, 
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Homer  Bliss  ;  June  13,  1856,  John  H.  Brewster;  Aug.  21,  1857,  Plinv 
H.  White;  April  30,  185S,  John  H.  Brewster;  March  25,  1859,  J.  H. 
M.  Leland  ;  Aug.  25,  1859,  Henry  A.  ^larsh  :  June  20,  1867,  J.  L.  Skin- 
ner. From  time  to  time  changes  were  made  in  the  size  and  appearance  of 
the  paper.  These  were  generally  in  the  direction  of  enlargement  of  the 
sheet,  as  the  amount  of  advertising  matter  increased.  The  news  relating 
to  Amherst  and  surrounding  towns  was  always  set  in  the  smallest  type  and 
given  the  least  conspicuous  position  in  the  columns.  It  was  not  until  the 
'60s,  when  H.  A.  Marsh  was  editor,  that  anything  like  prominence  was 
given  to  matter  of  purely  local  interest.  With  the  issue  of  March  16, 
i860,  the  paper  attained  its  largest  size,  eight  columns,  24  inches  in  length, 
being  printed  on  each  page.  In  1S62,  the  introduction  of  the  electric 
telegraph  in  town  and  the  public  thirst  for  war  news  brought  into  being  the 
Daily  Express.  Its  first  issue  bears  date  of  April  20,  and  it  was  continued 
through  the  greater  part  of  the  year.-  It  was  a  small  four-page  paper, 
printed  at  first  with  three  columns  on  a  page  but  this  was  afterwards 
increased  to  four.  It  was  devoted  almost  exclusively  to  the  publication  of 
war  news,  which  was  printed  with  imposing  headlines  and  was  generally 
optimistic  for  the  Union  cause  to  a  marked  degree.  It  is  interesting  to 
learn  from  these  despatches  how  for  many  months  the  rebellion  was  in 
daily  and  hourly  danger  of  being  crushed  and  annihilated  by  one  brilliant 
move  of  the  Union  armies.  This  move,  for  reasons  which  history  has 
recorded,  was  delayed  for  more  than  two  years.  \Mnle  the  war  was  in 
progress  two  reductions  were  made  in  the  size  of  the  weekly  Express. 


Vo1.x::ki.        ^vmpji^rst,  Friday,  Mtky  a^.  3 sg.j.  Ko^.-^t 


With  the  issue  of  Jan.  27,  1865,  the  artistic  heading  printed  above 
made  its  first  appearance.  One  column  was  added  to  each  page  of  the 
paper  and  the  colunms  at  the  same  time  were  lengthened.  No  reason  was 
assigned  by  editors  or  publishers  for  tlie  change  of  name.  In  May,  1866. 
the  paper  was  still  further  enlarged.  The  issue  of  May  3  contains  the 
following  annoimcemenl  :  "We  ha\e  l<')ng  felt  that  our  ad\ertisements  are 
crowding  too  much  upon  our  news  and  miscellaneous  columns,  but  the 
extreme  high  i)rice  of  paper  has  deterred  us  from  making  any  enlargement 
until  the  present  time."    'I'he  editor  would  intlict  no  long-winded  article 
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ii])on  his  readers,  but  \voulcI  aim  to  make  the  paper  a  medium  of  commu- 
nication of  facts  and  valuable  intelligence.  From  this  time  on  more 
attention  was  paid  to  the  gathering  and  publication  of  news  of  purely 
l.,ral  interest.  The  introduction  of  the  telegraph  and  the  multiplication  of 
daily  papers  had  detracted  greatly  from  the  value  of  the  weeklies  in  the 
publication  of  foreign  and  general  news. 

VOL.    LIII  WEDNESDAY    OCTOBER    IC.   1895  NO  28 


The  first  issue  of  the  Amherst  Record  bears  date  of  IMay  7,  i86S. 
In  changing  its  title,  the  proprietors  intended  to  signify  as  well  a  change 
in  the  character  of  the  paper.  Amherst  was  growing  rapidly,  and  it  was 
believed  that  the  town  should  support  a  larger  and  better  paper  than 
l)cfore.  To  quote  from  the  announcement  made  in  the  first  issue  printed 
under  the  new  heading:  ''The  educational  institutions  established  here, 
ihc  class  of  people  that  are  being  and  will  continue  to  be  drawn  here,  the 
reputation  of  the  town  as  foremost  in  educational  matters  and  for  beauty 
of  natural  scenery,  all  demand  that  a  paper  be  published  here  that  shall  not 
<Mily  gi\  e  local  news  but  shall  to  a  certain  extent  represent  the  educational 
interests  of  the  town."  Special  attention  would  be  paid  to  the  interests 
of  the  Agricultural  College.  For  a  long  time  after  this  announcement  was 
made  a  special  department  was  sustained  in  the  paper  under  the  Agricultural 
(  "oUege  headii>g.  At  this  time,  J.  L.  Skinner  and  H.  ■NL  iMcCloud  were  the 
owners  of  the  paper  and  J.  L.  Skinner  its  editor.  In  1S6S,  Mr.  Skinner 
disposed  of  his  interest  to  C.  L.  Storrs,  and  the  hrm  name  was  changed  to 
Siorrs  «^  McCloud,  editors  and  proprietors.  March  8,  1S71,  ^Ir.  Storrs 
V.  as  compelled  on  account  of  continued  ill  health  to  give  uj)  his  connection 
with  the  jxiper,  and  PI.  M.  McCloud  became  sole  editor  and  proprietor. 
In  assuming  editorial  management,  Mr.  McCloud  made  the  announcement 
th.tt  lie  should  aim  especially  to  make  a  newspaper  of  local  interest, 
ii^.(li>pe!isable  to  e\-ery  family  in  the  vicinit}'.  In  this  effort  he  was  eminently 
Miccessful,  tile  pai)er  gaining  largely  in  circulation  and  attracting  a  large 
and  lucratixe  line  of  ad\-ertising.  'It  was  found  necessary,  at  frequent 
mtfr\als,  to  issue  supplements  on  account  of  the  large  amount  of  acU'ertis- 
1";;  matter.  About  Aug.  i,  1S71,  the  i)apc'r  was  altered  from  the  old-st}lc 
*' blanket-.sheet  of  four  large  pages  to  an  eight-page  form  of  smaller  size. 
Ii»  June,  ivS77.  Jolin  K.  Williams  purchased  an  interest  in  the  business, 
hit  h  was  conducted  under  the  tirin  name  of  McCloud  \'  Williams  until 
■\"g.   27,   iS7fj,   when  Mr.   Williams  became  editor  and  propiietor.  lie 
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continued  in  charge  until  his  death  in  January,  1890.  In  April,  1890,  tin- 
Record  property  was  purchased  by  E.  \V.  Carpenter  and  C.  F.  jNIorehousc. 
who  have  since  conducted  the  paper  along  the  lines  marked  out  by  their 
immediate  predecessors,  seeking  to  make  of  it  an  interesting  and  valuabU 
record  of  local  events.  When  the  Express  was  first  established  in  1S44. 
the  publication  oftice  was  at  No.  3  Phoenix  Row.  In  1870,  it  was  removed 
to  Holland's  block,  and  in  1S76  to  Union  block  on  ]Main  street.  Here  ii 
remained  until  1SS2,  when  it  was  removed  to  a  new  building  erected  b\- 
Mr.  Williams  in  the  rear  of  the  American  house  block  where  it  is  now 
located. 

In  1S50,  Lebbeus  B.  Fifield,  a  student  at  Amherst  College,  published 
for  five  months,  semi-monthly,  llie  Experuiiciit,  a  four-page  sheet  measur- 
ing 8  1-2  X  12  inches,  at  a  subscription  price  of  75  cents  per  year.  Need- 
less to  say,  the  experiment  was  not  a  success.  In  1S54,  the  WiUey  Fariiicr, 
edited  by  John  A.  Nash,  was  started  -in  Springfield,  and  removed  in 
December  of  that  year  to  Amherst,  where  it  passed  a  brief  and  not  over- 
profitable  existence.  In  the  Amherst  under  date  of  April  21,  1S75, 
a  paragraph  was  published  stating  it  was  rumored  that  a  new  agricultural 
paper  was  to  be  issued  in  Amherst,  published  by  T.  G.  Huntington  and  K. 
H.  Libby,  the  former  a  practical  farmer  residing  in  Hadley,  the  latter  a 
graduate  of  the  Agricultural  College  in  the  class  of  1 87 4.  A  further 
announcement  was  issued  under  date  of  j\Iay  12,  to  the  effect  that  many 
subscriptions  had  been  received  and  3000  copies  would  be  printed  of  the 
first  number.  June  2,  announcement  was  made  that  the  first  number  had 
been  issued  and  had  met  with  great  favor.  Every  department  was  in 
charge  of  an  expert.  Despite  of  its  flattering  prospects,  the  journal  was 
destined  to  a  brief  life.  The  Amherst  Transcript  was  published  by  R.  A. 
and  Charles  Marsh,  from  Sept.  18,  1877  to  Aug.  12,  1879.  It  was  devoted 
especially  to  local  matters.  Since  the  organization  of  Amherst  College, 
its  students  have  conducted  several  periodical  publications,  beginning,  in 
183 1,  with  the  Sprite.  The  college  at  the  present  time  supports  two 
publications,  the  Ariherst  St  intent,  a  weekly  newspaper  of  college  affairs, 
established  in  1S67,  and  the  Literary  Monthly,  established  in  1886,  de\  oted 
to  the  literary  interests  of  the  college.  In  1890  the  students  of  the  Agri- 
cultural College  began  the  publication  of  A};^ie  Life,  a  college  paper, 
issued  bi-weekly,  which  still  enjoys  a  prosperous  existence. 

While  the  firm  of  J.  S.  \:  C.  Adams  was  engaged  in  the  printing 
business  it  published  many  works  of  interest  and  value.  In  1833,  they 
printed  an  edition  of  35,000  copies  of  the  15ible,  the  printing  being  done 
on  a  hand-press  while  S.  C',  Carter  did  the  binding.  Probably  the  mo>t 
impf)rtant  work  in  which  they  engaged  was  the  publication  of  Webster's 
Dictionary,  they  having  purchased  the  copyrigiit  of  the  work  froni  Mr. 
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W  clisicr's  executors.  The  dictionaries  ^vere  first  printed  in  Amherst,  but 
Liter  on  the  copyright  was  sold  to  G.  &  C.  Merriam,  who  removed  the 
"v-.-rk  of  pul^Hcation  to  Springfield.  Among  the  other  works  published  by 
I.  .S.  \:  C.  Adams  were  \^'ilbur's  Reference  Testament,  a  small  pocket. 
I'.iMe,  Doddridge's  Family  Expositor,  ^hs.  Sigourney's  Sketches,  the  Legal 
("I.issics,  Hitchcock's  Geological  Survey  of  Massachusetts,  Humphrey's 
jiiimestic  Education,  and  other  works  by  Presidents  Humphrey  and. 
Jliiclicock. 


CHAPTER  XLI. 


Lir.k.ARiES  AND  Lyceums. — Constitution  and  By-Laws  of  the  First 
Library. — Agricultural  Library. — The  North  Amherst 
Library. — The  Center  Library. — The  Norih  Amherst 
Lyceum.^ — The  South  Amherst  Lyceum. — Lyceums  at  the 
Center  and  at  East  Amherst. 

The  residents  of  Amherst  recognized  even  in  the  earlier  times  the 
\:\\nc  of  the  public  library  as  a  source  of  educational  improvement.  Books- 
ucre  few  and  high-priced,  so  that  only  the  well-to-do  could  afford  to  purchase 
"r  own  them.  The  Bible,  the  hymn  book,  Young's  "  Night  Thoughts," 
I'.ixicr's  "Saints'  Rest,"  and  l)r.  Cotton  ]\Father's  "  Magnalia  "  could  be 
I  'und  in  many  households,  but  a  library  was  a  luxury  few  could  afford. 
I'Ut  that  which  was  denied  to  the  individual  could  be  gained  by  association. 
As  early  as  1793,  over  a  century  ago,  the  first  library  association  was 
oigani/ed  in  Amherst.  Its  constitution  and  by-laws,  interesting  not  alone 
from  age  but  from  the  knowledge  they  impart  of  library  management  at  that 
<^"'^rly  date,  are  copied  here  entire,  together  with  the  names  of  the 
■-wb>cribers: 

W  c  the  Subscribers  do  herel)y  associate  and  form  ourselves  into  a  Company, 
l"r  the  Purpose  of  procuring;  and  inaintaitiing  a  con-iir.on  Library  in  the  Town  of. 
Amherst  under  the  Conditions  and  ]\ei;ulations  hereafter  expressed. — 

Tluat  is*  to  say. 

Alt.  I.  ]'.ach  Individual  of  tlie  Company  shall  pay  two  Dollars  to  i)e  dis])osed 
"I.  by  the  Company,  or  their  Committee,  for  purchasint;  books,  and  procuring-  neccs- 
^  iry  -Accommodations  for  a  Library,  and  shall  be  incapable  of  takiii'j;  out  any 
^"ok  until  lie  lias  paid  as  above  expressed. 

Each  I  ndivi(hial  of  tlie  Company  shall  i)ay  eiL;iUeen  Pence  annually  for 
•  1  erm  ol  three  years,  from  the  Date  hereof,  for  the  Purpose  above  expressed 
aii.l  to  be  di.sposed  of  accordin-ly. 
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3.  The  A'olumes  are  all  to  be  neatly  covered  with  Paper  and  kept  so  covere'; 
at  the  Kxpence  of  the  Company. 

4.  The  Library  shall  be  kept  together,  in  a  convenient  Place  to  be  under  ikc 
Care  of  such  Librarian,  as  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Company. 

5.  Every  Proprietor  shall  have  Right  to  take  out  of  the  Library  one  or  two 
Volumes  only  at  a  I'ime  and  to  keep  the  same  untill  the  first  Tuesday  of  the  nc\i 
succeeding  month  save  one,  and  no  longer. 

6.  Every  Proprietor  shall  have  Right  to  return  his  books  to  the  Librarian, 
any  Time  before  the  time  set  for  the  return  of  books,  in  the  preceeding  article 

.and  take  out  other  books  and  shall  return  the  same,  at  the  Time  attixed  for  taking 
out  Books  in  the  preceeding  article. 

7.  Every  liook  taken  out  of  the  Library  shall  be  used  only  by  the  Proprietor 
himself,  who  shall  take  it  out,  or  by  some  of  his  family,  and  never  shall  be  lent  to 
any  other  Person,  or  conveyed  to  any  other  House  than  his  own. 

8.  Every  l^-rson  taking  out  a  Book  shall  be  responsible  for  the  same,  and  pr.y 
the  full  Damages  to  the  Librarian,  in  case  it  shall  be  defaced,  abused,  lost  or 
distroyed. 

9.  Every  one,  who  shall  not  return  his  Book  on  or  before  the  first  Tuesday 
of  every  second  Month  after  the  taking  the  same  out.  shall  pay  to  the  Librarian 
one  shilling;  or  who  shall  lend  any  book  or  suffer  any  Book  to  be  conveyed  to 
any  other  house  than  his  own.  shall  not  take  from  the  Library  any  Book  for  tlie 
Term  of  twtlve  months — or  who  shall  deform  any  Book  by  folding  down  a  Leaf, 
shall  pay  one  shilling,  or  who  shall  drop  or  leave'  thereon  any  Grease  or  Ink  shall 
pay  for  each  Drop  or  Spot  six  Pence  or  who  shall  tear  out  any  Leaf  shall  pay  two 
shillings — or  who  shall  any  other  way  or  Means  deface  or  abuse  any  Book  shall 
pay  such  other  sum  as  the  Damage  may  be  in  the  Judgment  of  the  Librarian  or 
the  Committee. 

10.  Every  Proprietor, who  shall  have  lost  hurt.destroyed. defaced  abused  or  neg- 
lected to  return  any  Book  as  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  articles,  shall  be  incapable 
of  taking  out  any  book  from  the  Library,  untill  he  has  paid  the  Forfiture  or  For- 
fitures  for  the  I5reach  of  the  same,  to  the  Librarian  or  excused  therefrom  by  the 
Major  Part  of  the  Company  or  their  Committee. 

11.  The  Librarian  shall  account  with  the  Committee  or  the  Proprietors  for  all 
Monies  that  may  be  paid  to  him  in  I'ursuance  of  these  articles. 

12.  Livery  new  Mem1)er  who  shall  be  admitted  into  the  Company,  who  is  not 
a  purchaser  of  a  former  Right,  shall  pay  as  much  Money,  as  the  other  I'roprietors 
individually  have  paid,  and  subscribe  his  Name  to  the  above  association  and 
articles,  and  every  such  Purchaser  shall  be  admitted  on  signing  as  aforesaid. 

13.  The  Proprietors  shall  meet  in  the  .South  l-.ast  School  House  in  Amherst 
until)  some  other  IMace  be  agreed  on:  on,  the  first  Tuesday  of  June  annually  at 
four  of  the  Clock  in  the  afternoon,  to  choose  a  Librarian,  Clerk  and  Committee  for 
directing  the  purchasing  Book  and  other  prudential  ALuters  of  the  Company. 

14.  ICvery  Proprietor,  who  sh.dl  neglect  or  refuse  to  ]iay  as  piovided  in  the 
:second  article  agreeable  to  the  true  Intent  and  meaning  thereof:  shall  after  such 

Negligence  or  Kefusal  be  incapal)le  of  taking  out  any  Book  from  the  Library 
untill  he  shall  p.ay  as  therein  expressed. 
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13,    The  Librarian  shall  attend  the  service  of  Delivering  out  and  taking  in  the 
Kooks  the  first  Tuesday  of  every  other  Month  between  the  Hours  of  five  and  seven 
•11  the  afternoon,  and  in  Case  of  necessary  absence  he  may  substitute  a  proper- 
I'd  son  in  his  steed. 

16.  The  Librarian  for  the  Time  being-  shall  inspect  the  Books,  when  Returned 
:uul  be  the  Judge  of  the  Forfitures,  which  may  accrue  by  the  \Mrtue  of  the  fore- 
-(jing  Articles. 

17.  The  Company  do  hereby  elect  and  appoint  Daniel  Cooley  Clerk  and 
Librarian  and  Thomas  Hastings,  Med  Dickinson,  John  Thayer,  Jon'''  Dickinson,. 
Llijah  Hastings, 

Committee  for  purchasing  Books  and  other  prudential  Matters  of  the- 
Company. 

Amlierst,  June  4th.  1793. 


Jonathan  C.  Warner 

Judah  Clark 

Elisha  Smith  Jun"" 

Giles  Church 

Tho' Hastings  Jun 

Joel  Moody 

Moses  Hastings 

Jon^  Dickinson 

John  Church 

Enos  Cowls 

\Vm.  Cowls 

Justus  Williams  Ju"" 

David  Moody 

Timothy  Allen 

Aaron  Russell 

W^illiam  Rice 

Jon,''  }>ridgnian 

Aaron  Merick 

Seth  Coleman  Jr 

Elijah  Clark 

Daniel  Cooley 

Lemuel  Moody  J" 

Elijah  Hastings 

Seth  Smith 

Medad  Dickinson 

Benjamin  Smith 

John  Thayer 

John  Lee 

Ebenezer  Bliss 

Elijah  Yale 

Judah  Dickinson 

Josiah  Ayres 

Thomas  Hastings 

One  volume  supposed  to  have  belonged  to  this  library  is  still  iw 
existence,  in  possession  of  the  Amherst  College  library.  It  is  labeled 
.\inherst  Library,  Xo.  23."  This  library  was  contained  in  a  case  some 
six  feet  high  and  four  or  live  feet  wide,  and  was  kept  most  of  the  time  at 
the  house  of  ])ea.  David  Moody  in  South  Andierst. 

-About  the  year  1S40,  small  libraries  were  sustained  by  many  of  the 
school  districts  in  town,  'i'hey  numbered  less  than  100  volumes  each,  the 
latter  being  duodecimo  in  size,  uniform  in  binding,  and  pid)lished  by  ILirper 
>.V  Bros,  of  Xew  ^'ork.  I'here  was  a  system  of  exchange  practiced,  by 
V.  hich  these  libraries  made  the  rounds  of  the  several  districts.  A  library 
\\as  instituted  about  1S40  by  the  Anti-slavery  society  at  South  Amherst. 

At  a  meeting  of  persons  interested  in  establishing  an  agricultural 
library,  hfld  in  Agricultural  hall,  Jan.  19,  1858,  R.  T.  Wheelock  was 
uiuscn  chairnuin  and  ^L  X.  Si)car  sec  retar\-  pro  tem.  An  association  was 
t"rnicd  and  a  constitution  adoi)ted.  The  name  selected  was  the  Andierst 
Agricultural  Liljrary  association.    Its  object  was  to  procure  and  maintain. 
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a  librar)'  of  agricultural  books,  pfipers  and  such  other  works  as  might  t-  - 
to  the  improvement  of  agriculture.     Its  president,   vice-president  a: 
secretary  were  to  form,  cx-officiis^  an  executive  committee  with  power  * 
purchase  such  books  as  the  association  might  order.     Any  person  mi-i 
"become  a  member  on  payment  of  $3,  and  any  member  v.-ho  failed  to  pav  a;i 
fines,  dues  or  assessments  ordered  by  the  association  within  30  days  a  fit- 
receipt  of  a  written  notice  should  be  debarred  from  all  rights  and  privilege  - 
of  the  association.    This  constitution  was  signed  by  So  names.    Office!  > 
were  elected  as  follows  :  President,  Luke  Sweetser ;  vice-president,  ]'. 
Dickinson;  secretary,  Simeon  Clark ;  treasurer,  A.  R.  Henderson:  lihr.i- 
rian,  Henry  Holland.    The  by-laws  provided  that  any  member  might  recei\  e 
from  the  library  any  book  that  should  be  therein  at  the  time  of  his  applica- 
tion, and  retain  the  same  for  three  weeks.    No  person  should  remove  from 
the  library  any  book  or  paper  without  the  express  permission  of  ihc 
librarian.     Xo  member  could  draw  any  book  until  he  had  paid  all  su^l'^ 
due  from  him  to  the  association.    Any  member  who  should  mutilate  or  ir: 
any  way  injure  a  book,  should  pay  to  the  librarian  such  sum  as  should  be 
assessed  by  the  executive  committee,  and  if 'the  book  so  lost  or  injured 
was  one  of  a  set,  he  should  pay  the  full  value  of  the  set  and  receive  tlie 
remaining  volumes  as  his  property.    The  tine  incurred  by  retaining  a  bcok 
longer  than  three  weeks  was  two  cents  per  day.    At  a  meeting  of  tlic 
association  held  Feb.  15,  1S59,  it  was  voted,  that  an  assessment  of  tweniy 
cents  be  laid  on  each  shareholder  of  the  association,  for  the  purpose  of 
paying  any  debts  that  might  be  due  ;  voted,  to  pass  over  the  election  of 
officers;  voted,  that  the  president  and  secretary  be  authorized  to  make 
arrangements  with  the  librarian  for  the  care  of  the  library.     The  associa- 
tion existed  but  a  short  time.     The  library  was  kept  at  the  store  of  S. 
Holland  \:  Son.    l\vo  books  that  belonged  to  it  are  now  in  possession  of 
Mrs.  Henry  Holland  ;  their  catalog  numbers  are  14S  and  149,  and  they 
are  the  first  and  second  volumes  of  "Dr.  Ure's  Dictionary  of  Arts,  .Man- 
ufactures and  I\[ines." 

A  library  association  was  organized  at  North  Amherst,  ?vlarch  j;. 
1869.  Its  first  president  was  Dr.  I).  Ik  N.  k'ish.  It  was  composed  of 
active  and  associate  members;  the  former,  45  in  number,  paid  each  S5  as 
an  initiation  fee  and  had  full  control  of  the  library,  while  the  latter,  pa\  ing 
$1  as  an  initiation  fee,  had  the  same  right  as  the  active  members  in  the 
use  of  Ijooks.  I'lach  member  was  to  pay  Si  ])er  year  to  sustain  the  library. 
The  fund  first  raised  for  the  {)urchase  of  l:)Ooks  amounted  to  SJ36. 
Additions  to  this  fund  were  made  from  the  jMoceeds  of  a  lecture  course 
and  other  entertainments.  In  November,  1S73,  a  meeting  of  the  associa- 
tion was  held  to  listen  to  arguments  submitted  by  a  committee  of  citizens 
from  the  center  village,  who  desired  \o  found  a  free  ])ublic  library  and 


_  ill 


LIBRARY  AT   NORTH   AMHERST.  '  351 

wislied  the  North  Amherst  association  to  donate  its  books  as  the  nucleus 
for  such  a  hbrary.  It  was  voted  to  defer  definite  action  until  the  citizens 
at  tlie  center  had  raised  as  much  money  for  the  library  as  the  citizens  at 
Xortli  Amherst  had  already  expended.  Dec.  i,  1873,  the  association  voted 
to  make  the  library  free  to  all  responsible  citizens  for  one  year,  as  an 
experiment. "  As  a  similar  vote  was  passed  the  next  year,  it  would  seem 
that  the  experiment  was  deemed  a  success.  In  1S75,  the  town  appropriated 
Si  00  for  the  support  of  the  libraiy,  and  in  order  that  it  might  accept  the 
^ifi  the  association  secured  a  charter  and  made  of  the  library  a  free  public 
institution.  The  first  report  of  its  managers  is  incorporated  in  the  town 
reports  for  the  year  ending  March  1,  1S77.  ])uring  the  year  icq  books 
had  been  added  to  the  library  by  purchase  and  10  by  donation,  making  the 
total  number  595.  The  average  number  of  persons  drawing  books  during 
the  year  was  iSo,  the  total  number  of  books  drawn  2S20.  The  officers  of 
the  association  were  :  Tresident,  Harrison  Ingram  ;  vice-president,  Almon 
I'l  Cowles  :  clerk,  treasurer  and  librarian.  F.  P.  .Vinsworth.  In  1SS3,  the 
association  received  a  gift  of  S5 00  from  Rufus  ]].  Kellogg  of  Green  Bay. 
Wis.,  a  former  resident  at  North  Amherst.  The  library  was  first  located 
in  the  post-ofiice  building.  In  October,  1SS3,  it  was  removed  to  an  unoc- 
cupied room  in  the  brick  school-house.  During  the  same  year  the  books 
were  renumbered  and  a  new  catalog  was  issued.  The  library  was  open  to 
the  public  on  Wednesday  and  Saturday  afternoons,  and  books  were  delivered 
by  the  card  system.  The  burning  of  the  grammar  school-house  in  1S91 
rendered  it  necessary  that  a  new  home  for  the  library  should  be  provided, 
in  this  emergency  ]Mrs.  Pollen  E.  Fisher  proposed  to  subscribe  S500  to  a 
building  fund,  if  the  town  would  appropriate  a  like  amount.  I'he  town 
was  prompt  to  act  on  this  suggestion,  and  at  its  annual  meeting  in  1892 
appropriated  the  sum  requested.  From  the  unexpended  balance  of  the 
Kellogg  fund  a  building  site  was  purchased  at  l\  cost  of  Si  50,  a  little  to 
the  northwest  of  the  Congregational  church  building.  Mrs.  Fisher 
increased  her  original  suljsci"i|)tion  to  the  building  fund  to  5700  ;  W.  D. 
(Vtwls  contributed  Si  50  and  others  smaller  amounts.  A  furnace  to  heat 
the  building  was  donated  by  Mrs.  Fisher  and  William  W.  Flunt.  The 
<-'iuire  cost  of  the  land,  building  and  furniture  was  about  S2.500.  The  new 
Iniilding,  a  neat  and  ornamental  structure,  was  dedicated  Sept.  20,  1893. 
M  that  time  the  association  was  in  dtht  to  the  amount  of  about  S800. 

About  the  year  1870,  the  V(>U!ig  people  at  k'.a.st  Amherst  ga\e  a  fair 
•md  eiUertainment  at  1  lamp.shiie  park,  under  the  management  of  (Jliarles 
^  *.  Parmenter.  'J'he  proceeds,  a  considerable  sum,  were  entrusted  to 
Heihert  ]].  Adams,  uiuj  \  isitc(l  New  \'ork  and  invested  the  monry  in  a 
number  of  second-hand  but  standard  books,  which  he  purchased  at  low 
rates:  thev  included  works  of  hisiorw  biouiaohx' and  iiction.     The  number 
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of  volumes  was  about  300,  the  average  price  paid  about  25  cents.  Th,. 
librar}%  which  filled  a  large  case,  was  kept  in  the  office  of  the  grocery-sio:- 
at  East  Amherst.  It  was  placed  in  charge  of  the  store-keeper,  and  il,,,- 
books  were  freely  circulated  in  the  neighborhood.  When  the  free  puLr... 
librar}^  was  established  at  the  center,  the  custodians  of  the  library  at  Ea.-i 
Amherst  -were  persuaded  to  allow  its  incorporation  in  the  larger  town 
collection.  A  collection  of  several  hun.dred  volumes  has  recently  becri 
established  at  East  Amherst,  which,  under  the  name  of  the  East  AmhcrNi 
Library,"  is  kept  in  the  ladies'  parlor  adjoining  the  vestry  of  the  Second 
Congregational  church. 

In  the  latter  part  of  March,  1S73,  a  movement  for  a  free  public  librarv 
at  Amherst  center  was  inaugurated  by  the  Amherst  Ijook  club.  Committee^ 
were  appointed  representing  the  different  parts  of  the  town,  to  take  sucli 
measures  as  they  deemed  expedient  to  awaken  public  interest  in  the  project. 
A  meeting  of  tliese  committees  wa^  held  Sept.  12,  1873.  Rev.  W.  I). 
Herrick  served  as  chairman  of  the  meeting  and  H.  ^i.  McCloud  as  secre- 
tary. It  Avas  decided  to  hold  a  fair  in  the  month  of  October  to  procure 
funds,  and  also  to  appoint  a  committee  to  solicit  subscriptions.  The 
proposition  was  made  and  adopted  to  hold  public  meetings  in  the  dii  erein 
parts  of  the  town  that  greater  interest  might  be  aroused.  The  only  argu- 
ment offered  in  opposition  to  the  establishment  of  a  public  library  was  the 
fact  that  Amherst  College  supported  an  excellent  library,  and  that  citizens 
of  the  town,  by  paying  ^3  a  year  and  securing  permission  from  the  proper 
authorities,  could  avail  themselves  of  its  ])rivileges.  To  this  the  promoters 
of  a  public  library  replied  tliat  only  a  limited  number  of  persons  either  had 
or  would  draw  books  from  the  college  library,  and  that  the  books  contained 
therein,  while  well  suited  to  their  specific  purpose,  did  not  meet  the  demands 
of  the  general  reading  public.  The  fair  was  held  Oct.  29  and  30  ;  it  wa.^ 
generously  patronized,  the  net  receipts  being  nearly  S600.  At  a  meeting 
held  Nov.  14,  a  comniittee  of  five  was  selected,  to  appoint  sul>committees 
in  all  parts  of  the  town  to  circulate  papers  to  be  signed  by  persons  who 
should  agree  to  become  members  of  a  library  association.  The  following 
were  choseii  members  of  this  committee:  Dr.  H.  J.  Cate,  Rev.  II.  V. 
Allen.  Rev.  C.  A.  Conant,  Asa  Adams,  Dea,  Sanuiel  Smith.  The  member- 
ship fee  was  j)laced  at  S5.  At  a  meeting  held  Nov.  24,  a  committee  wn> 
appointed  to  draw  up  a  con.slitutiop  and  by-laws.  A  regular  organi/at i(Mi 
was  formed  at  a  mt-eting  held  Dec.  15.  'J'he  constitution  and  b\'  law s 
reported  by  the  connnitlee  were  adopted.  Officers  were  elected  as  follows  : 
President,  1'..  A.  Thomas;  \ice-president,  Le\i  Stockbridge  ;  secrelar}',  ( ^■ 
G.  Couch  ;  treasurer,  J.  A.  Rawson  ;  auditor.s,  S.  C.  Carter,  J.  E.  Eoxell  ; 
board  of  managers,  Rcw  H.  I'.  Allen,  Rev.  J.  L.  Jenkins,  Rev.  W.  1  >• 
Herrick,  Rev.  T.  S.  Rotwin,  I'rof.  W.  S.  Tyler,  Dr.  H.  J.  Cate,  Dr.  P.  E- 
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Irish.  O.  G.  Couch,  H.  D.  Fearing,  Dr.  D.  B.  N.  Fish.  The  name  adopted 
was  the  "  Amherst  Library  Association."  Any  person  might  become  a 
member  by  paying  ^^5,  either  in  money  or  its  equivalent  in  books.  The 
annual  dues  were  placed  at  $1.  It  is  the  general  testimony  of  those  now 
living  who  were  active  in  promoting  this  organization  that  its  success,  its 
verv  existence  in  fact,  were  due  in  large  measure  to  the. personal  efforts  of 
Dr.' M.  J.  Gate. 

The  library  was  first  opened  to  the  public  Feb.  25,  1S74.  It  was 
located  in  the  second  story  of  the  x-\dams  block,  adjoining  the  post-office 
})lock.  The  first  report  of  the  association  was  incorporated  in  the  town 
reports  for  the  year  ending  March  i,  1S75.  The  treasurer's  report  showed 
the  following  receipts  :  Cash  from  fair,  S59S.7S  ;  from  membership  dona- 
tions, S419  ;  from  the  town,  $200;  from  catalogs,  dues,  fines,  etc.,  $83,63. 
The  principal  items  of  expenditure  were:  Books,  $612.42;  book-binding, 
printing  and  stationery,  $171.30;  magazines  and  newspapers,  $79.85; 
furniture  and  fixtures,  S21S.24  :  rent  and  care  of  rooms,  $156.46.  During 
the  year  886  books  had  been  purchased,  327  donated,  and  204  received 
from  the  library  at  East  Amherst.  The  report  covered  a  period  of  eleven 
months;  during  that  time  780  persons  had  received  cards  and  had  taken 
out  14,619  books.  Connected  with  the  library  was  a  comfortable  reading- 
room.  The  librarian  was  ^liss  M.  D.  Beaman.  During  the  following 
year  190  books  were  added  to  the  library,  129  by  purchase  and  61  by 
donation.  The  number  of  new  cards  issued  was  215,  making  995  in  all, 
on  which  12,219  books  had  been  delivered.  In  addition  to  its  regular 
sources  of  income  the  library  received  during  the  year  $250  as  the  proceeds 
of  a  May  breakfast."  In  January,  1S79,  the  books  in  the  library  were 
^h,^;htly  damaged  by  a  fire  in  the  post-otfice  block.  During  the  same  year 
ihc  reading-room  which  had  been  connected  with  the  library  was  given  up, 
and  the  papers  and  periodicals  were  presented  to  the  Reform  club.  In 
ju!y,  1S79,  the  library  quarters  were  burned  out,  but  nearly  all  the  books 
Were  saved.  The  library  found  a  temporary  home  in  \\\  W.  Hunt's  wooden 
I'lock,  where  it  remained  until  WilHams'  block  was  erected,  when  it  found 
new  and  commodious  quarters  in  the  second  story  of  that  building.  I'he 
expenses  caused  by  the  fire,  inckuling  re-binding  and  re-co\ering  books, 
new  fixtures  and  a}-)pliances,  were  very  hea\-y,  but  a  part  was  provided  for 
l>y  S300  secured  as  the  proceeds' of  a  performance  of  the  comic  opera 
'*  rinafore,''  by  kjcal  t.'.lent. 

During  the  year  188  ^,  the  liljiar\'  quarters  were  enlarged,  and  it  was 
found  p<)>^il)le  to  utilize  the  book-cases  and  sheKes  that  had  been  presented 
t>>  the  association  by  the  literary  societies  of  Amherst  College.  During 
tl:e  year  1889,  the  association  recei\ed  two  legacies,  one  of  $250  l)y  the 
-3 
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will  of  Miss  Esther  Cutler,  and  one  of  $1,000  bequeathed  by  Samuel  ('. 
Carter.  The  provisions  of  the  Carter  bequest  ^vere  that  only  the  income  r-i 
the  fund  should  be  expended  annually  for  the  purchase  of  books  of  travel, 
histor)^  or  biography.  The  wearing  out  of  books  from  constant  use  hail 
become  a  source  of  heavy  expense,  which  had  to  be  met  by  special  effort- 
to  raise  funds.  During  the  year  1S90,  the  library  was  moved  into  its  ncv 
and  commodious  quarters  in  the  town  hall  building.  In  189  i,  the  library 
received  $275  as  its  share  of  the  proceeds  of  the  Union  lecture  course,  and 
$185  from  the  fees  of  new  members  secured  through  the  personal  exertion:^ 
of  Prof.  John  .M.  Tyler. 

In  the  fall  of  1891,  a  number  of  public-spirited  citizens  organized, 
with  the  purpose  of  providing  for  the  citizens  of  the  town  a  "  Union  Lecture- 
Course,"  a  series  of  entertainments  to  be  given  in  the  town  hall  at  popular 
prices,  the  net  proceeds,  if  any,  to  go  towards  the  support  of  the  public 
libraries.  The  course  was  very  generally  patronized  by  citizens,  and  at 
the  end  of  the  season  the  management  was  enabled  to  pay  S3 45  into  the 
library  fund,  the  sum  being  divided  between  the  libraries  at  the  center  and 
North  Amherst  in  about  the  same  proportion  as  the  annual  appropriation 
by  the  town.  The  Union  course  proved  so  popular  it  was  decided  to  give 
another  series  of  entertainments  the  succeeding  year,  and  the  custom  thus 
established  has  been  continued  down  to  the  present  time,  but  the  increas- 
ing expense  of  entertainments  and  a  falling  off  in  public  patronage  has 
considerably  lessened  the  sums  realized  for  library  support. 

During  the  year  books  were  purchased  at  an  expense  of  SS19.1S.  In 
1892,  the  card  catalog  system  was  introduced,  and  arrangements  were 
made  for  the  delivery  of  books  to  the  patrons  of  the  library  at  South 
Amherst.  In  1894,  the  two  card  "  system  was  adopted,  by  which  a 
person  could  draw  from  the  library  two  books  at  one  time,  provided  one  is 
not  .a  work  of  tiction.  The  report  of  the  year  ending  Feb.  15,  1S95.  shows 
a  total  of  6,607  books  in  the  library,  while  18,476  were  drawn  out  during 
the  year.  Sketches  of  the  libraries  at  Amherst  College  and  the  Agricultu- 
ral College  are  given  in  chapters  relating  to  these  institutions.  The  work 
of  the  public  libraries  has  been  ably  supplemented  by  many  book  and  mag- 
azine clubs  conducted  by  private  enterprise. 

AMHERST  LYCEUMS. 

During  a  period  extending  from  1835  to  1S50,  the  lyceum  or  debating 
school  flourished  in  New  England.  Few  towns  weie  so  small  but  ihev 
could  boast  their  l\-ceums.  and  many  an  oiator  and  statesman  destined  ui 
after  years  to  hold  vast  audiences  spellbound  by  his  eloquence  gained  hi-^ 
first  lessons  in  jjublic  .spe-aking  at  tlie  village  debating  .societv.  Amherst 
supported,  from   time  to  lime,  many  organizations  of  this  character  ;  the 
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records  of  some  of  these  are  yet  in  existence,  and  as  they  resembled  each 
other  closely  in  plan  and  work  it  seems  hardly  necessary  to  give  any 
detailed  statement  of  the  doings  of  each  one.  From  the  following  para- 
graphs a  good  general  idea  may  be  gained  of  the  character  of  the  lyceums 
that  existed  in  Amherst  and  the  work  which  they  accomplished. 

The  "  Lyceum  of  North  Amherst  "  was  organized  in  December,  1S37, 
with  49  members.    The  preamble  to  the  constitution  reads  as  follows  : 

Wishing  to  promote  our  own  mutual  improvement,  and  avail  ourselves 
the  most  efficiently  of  mutual  aid  in  the  acquisition  of  kno\vledge  and 
cultivation  of  our  minds,  we  associate  and  subscribe  to  the  following 
constitution  and  rules."  Any  person  might  become  a  member  by  subscrib- 
ing to  the  constitution  and  paying  ten  cents  into  the  treasury.  The  meet- 
ings were  held  weekly,  from  the  first  ^Monday  in  December  to  the  hrst 
Monday  in  April.  The  exercises  included  debates,  literary  and  scientific 
lectures  and  other  features.    No  "  sectarian  controversies  in  religion,''  or 

party  controversies  in  politics,"  or  offensive  personalities  were  allowed. 
Although  the  date  of  organization  is  given  as  1837,  the  cLate  of  the  tirst 
meeting  as  inscribed  in  the  book  of  records  is  Feb.  i,  1S47.  T^^^  officers 
elected  at  that  meeting  were  as  follows:  President,  Charles  Cooley ; 
vice-president,  Charles  K.  Smith  ;  secretary,  Albert  W.  Ball ;  treasurer, 
Ansel  \V.  Kellogg.  The  lyceum  was  sustained  through  the  season,  but  at 
a  meeting  held  Jan.  24,  1S4S,  it  was  voted  inexpedient  to  continue  the 
lyceum  any  longer  that  season,  to  sell  the  record  book  at  auction,  and  to 
adjourn  without  daie.  Jan.  31,  1S4S,  a  new  lyceum  was  formed  on  the 
basis  of  the  old  constitution,  with  14  members.  Its  officers  were:  Presi- 
flent,"A.  C.  ^Marshall  ;  vice-president,  J.  Cowles  :  secretary,  F.  PI.  Ingram  ; 
treasurer,  xV.  \\\  Ball.  There  are  no  records  of  meetings  between  Jan.  2, 
KS49  and  Dec.  12,  1S51.  On  the  latter  date  a  temporary  organization  was 
el'.ecied,  the  following  being  chosen  as  officers  :  President,  Charles  Smith  ; 
\icv-president.  C.  H.  Kellogg;  secretary,  A.  \\'.  Ball;  treasurer,  Baxter 
l-'astman.  During  that  v.inter  ladies  took  part  in  the  exercises  at  the 
meetings,  reading  compositions  and  poetical  selections.  No  meetings 
were  held  between  Feb.  14,  1853  and  Dec.  6,  185S.  On  the  latter  date  tlie 
oT^aifization  was  revived,  and  the  old  constitution  and  b\--laws,  with  some 
ni::;(>r  amendments,  ado]:)ted.  The  officers  elected  were  :  Ihesident, 
C  h.ulcs  Smith;  vice-president,  Pans'om  Cowles;  secretary,  M.  F.  Dickin- 
■v'u.  Jr.;  treasurer,  Horace  Cutler.  'Jlie  roll  of  membershij)  contained  32 
n;im<-N.  'i'he  organization  was  continued  through  the  season  and  then, 
like  iiN  i^redecessors,  passed  from  existence.  At  a  meeting  held  Feb.  5, 
iS;;.  a  new  organization  was  formed.  The  offiicers  elected  were:  Presi- 
dent, Re\-.  O.  I\ I  lumphrey.^  ;  vice-president,  H.  Ufford  ;  secretary,  Jennie 
K.  Holmes;  treasurer   W.  M.  Dickinson.     At   a  jneeting  held  I'eb.  12,  a 


356 


HISTORY   OF   THE  TOWN   OF  AMHERST,  MASS. 


new  constiution  was  adopted  being  signed  by  57  names.  The  last 
recorded  meeting  was  held  Feb.  14,  1S76. 

A  meeting  was  held  Sept.  20,  1S39,  "  hall  of  the  school-house  " 

in  South  Amherst,  for  the  purpose  of  forming  a  society  for  mutualimprove- 
ment.  A  constitution  was  presented  and  adopted.  Its  preamble  reads  as 
follows  :  We  the  undersigned,  in  order  to  cultivate  and  improve  our 
intellectual  and  moral  faculties  and  rei^ardins;  an  association  of  individuals 
as  a  pleasant  and  well  adapted  means  to  secure  this  object,  inasmuch  as 
it  tends  not  only  to  strengthen  and  discipline  the  mind,  but  also  to  elicit 
thought,  dihuse  information,  and  elevate  the  understanding,  and  thus  to 
increase  the  happiness  and  promote  the  well-being  of  the  community,  do 
agree  upon  and  associate  under  the  following  constitution.'"  The  name 
selected  was  the  "  South  Amherst  Lyceum."  The  object  was,  to  promote 
by  various  literary  and  rhetorical  exercises  the  mutual  improvement  of  its 
members.  ^Meetings  were  to  be  held  once  each  week.  Any  person  might 
become  a  member  by  signing  the  constitution.  Any  funds  required  to 
meet  expenses  were  to  be  raised  by  subscription.  The  by-laws  provided 
that  the  ordinary  exercises  should  consist  of  debates  and  the  reading  of 
compositions.  Xo  question  of  a  purely  religious  nature  should  be  debated. 
Four  male  members  should  be  appointed  to  take  part  in  each  debate,  two 
to  speak  on  the  affirmative  and  two  on  the  negative  side  of  the  question. 
These  should  begin  the  discusssion,  speaking  in  o]"der.  and  when  they  had 
finished,  the  question  was  to  be  thrown  open  to  debate  by  other  members. 
No  speaker  was  to  occupy  more  than  ten  minutes.  Xo  offensive  person- 
alities should  be  allowed.  The  president  might  decide  the  question  in 
debate  according  to  the  merits  of  the  argument  on  either  side,  or  refer  the 
same  to  the  society  to  be  decided  by  their  vote.  The  constitution  was 
signed  by  43  naines.  The  officers  elected  were  :  President,  X\  S.  Dickin- 
inson ;  vice-president,  J.  G.  Bridgman  ;  secretary,  Thomas  Reed.  The 
minutes  of  succeeding  meetings  show  that  matters  of  weighty  import  v.  ere 
debated  and  that  during  the  first  season  a  good  degree  of  interest  was 
maintained.  The  following  curious  vote  is  recorded  under  date  of  Oct. 
22,  1S39  •  "  Voted,  That  the  Ladies  be  allowed  an  opportunity  to  get  home. 
That  the  gentleman  si)ectators  be  politely  inx  ited  either  to  pass  ciuiet!}' out 
and  thus  give  them  this  privilege  or  to  remain  in  their  seats  until  the  ladies 
can  do  so."  Feb.  28,  1S40,  the  meeting  adjourned  slnct/ir.  \  new  organ- 
ization was  formed  Xov.  13,  1840.  Its  object  was  nuUual  (.liscussion  and 
inrprovemcnt.  It  adopted,  with  some  amendments,  the  cimstitution  and 
by-laws  of  the  (/id  soeiet}\  the  priiu  ij^.il  change  iK'ing  a  ]:)rovision  that  the 
necessary  funds  be  raised  b\'  a  tax  the  male  members  of  the  scK^iety. 

The  officers  chosen  were  :  l're^i(K  lU.  1''.  S.  Ihidgman  :  vice-president,  I.  i- 
^Merrick  ;  secretary,  J.  G.  Adams.     The  last  meeting  of  this  society  of 
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V.  I'.'u  h  tht're  is  record  was  held  Feb.  26,  1S41.  A  new  society  was  organ- 
i/t.-(i  Oct.  15,  1S41.  The  constitution  and  by-laws  of  the  former  societies 
ufjc  adopied  with  minor  alterations.  The  following  officers  were  elected  : 
I'lcrident.  E.  S.  Bridgman  :  vice-president,  E.  Eridgman  ;  secretary,  B.  E. 
.<i;iiih.    The  last  recorded  meeting  was  held  Jan.  7,  1842. 

A  lyceum  was  conducted  at  the  center  village  for  a  number  of  years, 
('.ireful  search  has  failed  to  discover  any  manuscript  record  of  its  doings. 
llu:  /:.\/>rt'SS  of  Nov.  26,  1844,  contains  a  notice  signed  by  I.  F.  Conkey, 
s'..-crctary,  requesting  the  citizens  to  meet  at  Sweetser's  hall  that  evening 
organize  the  lyceum  for  the  coming  year.  At  the  annual  meeting  of 
;iic  Amherst  lyceum,  held  Dec.  8,  1846,  the  following  officers  were  elected  : 
Trvsident.  J.  S.  Adams;  vice-president,  Simeon  Clark;  secretary,  G.  \V. 
S.irgi'nt;  treasurer,  Joseph  Colton  ;  directors,  Samuel  E.  Mack,  Charles 
Pclaiio,  1.  F.  Conkey.  At  a  meeting  held  Dec.  18,  1S46,  a  debating  club 
v>;is  organized  in  connection  with  the  lyceum.  Oct.  5,  1S47,  a  meeting  of 
t!ie  friends  of  the  lyceum  was  held  in  Howe's  hall.  It  was  voted  that  the 
vlcbating  society  should  continue  its  connection  with  the  lyceum.  The 
following  officers  were  elected  :  President,  Samuel  E.  Mack  ;  vice-president, 
.'.  i-'.  Conkey;  secretary  and  treasurer,  Stephen  A.  Hubbard.  A  lyceum 
N\ as  organized  at  East  Amherst,  r)ec.  15,  1S44.  Hon.  1.  Conkey,  Rev. 
l*<->nitToy  ]]elden  and  Rev.  Paul  Allen  were  appointed  a  committee  to  call 
t!ic  attention  of  the  people  to  it.  The  £x//rss  announced  under  date  of 
Nov.  5,  1846,  that  a  lyceum  was  in  successful  operation  in  the  East  parish. 
>cveral  college  students  and  residents  at  the  center  village  had  interested 
tl.cmselves  in  it.  Meetings  were  held  Tuesday  evenings  at  the  school- 
li^use.  The  -I^x/n'ss  oi  Nov,  4.  1S47,  contains  a  notice  of  a  lyceum  meet- 
i:!:,Mn  the  '"school  hall,"  signed  by  E.  R.  Planchard,  secretaiy.  In  1S58, 
.t;ie  students  at  Amherst  Academy  organized  a  ''Young  ]\Ien's  Lyceum," 
V.  hich  held  rei:!;ular  meetin;rs  durins;  the  winter  months. 
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Fire  Department  and  Fires. — The  Old  Volunteer  Companies. — 
The  First  Fire  Engines. — Cataract  EnCxIne  Co. — Delui.t 
Engine  Co. — Lafayette  Hook  and  Ladder  Co. — Reservoir.-. 
— Fire  Apparatus.— Pelham  Water  Introduced. — Alert 
Hose  Co.  No.  i. — Hose  Co.  No.  2. — Great  Fires  in  Amhersi. 

Few  towns  in  New  England  of  equal  size  and  property  valuation  with 
Amherst  have  suffered  so  severely  as  has  this  town  from  the  ravages  o! 
fire.  Within  a  period  of  fifty  years,  between  1S3S  and  18SS,  there 
occurred  within  the  town  limits  no  less  than  twelve  extensive  conflagrations 
causing  a  property  loss  of  more  than  $620,000,  or  over  20  per  cent,  of  tlic 
present  assessed  valuation  of  the  town.  The  precise  date  when  Aniher^i 
citizens  first  engaged  in  organized  effort  to  protect  the  town  from  damage 
by  fire  is  not-  a  matter  of  record.  The  earlier  hre  companies  v>  ere  inde- 
pendent organizations,  and  while,  doubtless,  yecords  were  kept  of  their 
doings,  in  few  instances  have  these  records  been  preserved  so  as  to  be 
available  at  the  present  time.  That  the  town  possessed  as  early  as 
some  kind  of  apparatus  used  as  a  protection  against  lires  is  suggested  by 
the  following  notice,  copied  from  the  original  manuscript  : 

•'To  AF  Chester  Williams,  Captain  of  the  South  Company  of  Militia  in  tiie 
Town  of  Amherst — AVe  the  Subscribers  Selectmen  of  the  Town  of  Amherst  do 
hereby  Certify  that  we  have  appointed  Elijah  lioltwood,  David  Parsons  Jun""  Moscs 
Dickinson  fienery  Merrill  &  Elisha  Tilden  of  said  Town  as  Engine  Men  for  said 
Town  agreeable  to  the  Rules  prescribed  by  Law."' 

This  notice  is  dated  April  13,  iS  14,  and  is  signed  by  Elijah  Dickinson, 
John  Eastman,  ]\lartin  jiaker,  Justus  Williams,  Jr.  and  Enos  Dickinst>n. 
The  hrst  allusion  to  protection  against  hre  is  found  in  the  town  records 
under  date  of  March  3,  1S28,  when  the  following  were  appointed  to  serve  as 
"  firewards  ":  John  Leland,  hdijah  ]>oltwood,  Osmyn  liaker,  Chester  Kel- 
logg, Zebina  Dickinson,  W.  S.  Howland,  Cieorge  Guild,  l'\  A.  Palnur, 
Ebenezer  Mattoon,  Jr.,  Horace  Kellogg.  The  office  was  evidently  not 
held  in  high  repute,  as  only  fne  of  tiie  nund)er  qualified  for  duly.  1  he 
/nt/in'rcr,  under  date  of  Dec.  6,  1S27,  states  that  a  tire  had  broken  out  the 
Tuesday  evening  preceding  at  the  Mt.  Pleasant  institution  but  was  fortu- 
nately disco\ered  before  it  had  made  mtich  progress.  The  i:)aragrai'>li 
ends  as  follows  :  '"We  do  hope  tlie  citizens  of  the  village  will  take  some 
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ctTicient  measure  to  provide  engines  and  buckets.  The  present  engine,  if 
we  should  judge  from  its  operations,  is  fit  for  nothing  else  than  to  sprinkle 
th-j  l.:>oys,  and  to  be  gazed  at  by  those  who  consider  an  engine  a  rare  curi- 
osity." Under  date  of  Dec.  27,  the  Inquirer  published  a  notice  signed  by 
K.  Dickinson,  secretary  pro  tem,"  •  of  an  adjourned  meeting  of  the 
"  proprietors  of  the  new  fire  engine,"  to  be  held  that  evening  at  Bolt^vood's 
hotel.  Whether  this  was  the  engine  alluded  to  so  contemptuously  three 
WL-eks  before,  or  whether  the  paragraph  in  question  had  been  of  influence 
in  causing  the  purchase  of  a  new  one,  cannot  be  stated  with  certainty. 
The  issue  of  the  Inquirer  io\:  Feb.  21,  1828,  contains  the  following  notice, 
signed  by  Edward  Dickinson,  secretary  :  "  The  members  of  the  Fire  Society 
lately  organized  in  this  place  are  hereby  notified  that  their  first  annual 
meeting  for  "the  choice  of  officers  will  be  holden  at  Boltwood's  hotel  on 
Monday  evening,  the  25th  inst.  at  half-past  6  o'clock."  Still  another 
notice,  headed  "  Fire  Society  "  and  signed -by  Edward  Dickinson,  appears 
in  the  issue  of  the  Inquirer  iox  July  3,  1S2S  ;  it  requests  the  members  of 
tlie  society  to  meet  at  Boltwood's  hotel,  July  7,  ''to  act  on  business  of 
importance  in  concurrence  with  the  Engine  Company,  which  meets  at  the 
same  time  and  place." 

In  February,  1838,  the  town  suffered  from  its  first  great  fire,  when 
property  was  destroyed  amounting  in  value  to  more  than  $20,000.  At 
the  annual  town  meeting  held  March  5,  the  town  authorized  the  selectmen 
tu  repair  the  "two  old  engines,"  if  the  proprietors  would  give  them  to  the 
town.  It  was  also  voted  to  raise  Si, 2 00  for  the  purchase  of  a  new  engine 
and  for  repairing  the  old  engine.  Previous  to  1S3S,  how  early  it  is  impos- 
sible to  state  with  certainty,  there  was  a  regularly  organized  volunteer  fire 
company  in  town.  This  was  probably  known  as  Cataract  Engine  company, 
although  this  name  does  not  appear  in  available  records  until  1S44.  The 
h.\press  in  its  issue  for  Oct.  4,  1S44,  contains  the  announcement  of  a 
meeting  of  Cataract  Engine  Co.  Xo.  i,  signed  by  I.  F.  Conkey,  clerk.  At 
a  special  meeting  held  Dec.  31,  1844,  the  town  authorized  the  selectmen 
to  purchase  200  feet  of  hose  for  Cataract  engine.  Extended  inquiry  has 
tailed  to  discover  any  existing  records  of  this  company,  which  was  for 
many  years  a  notable  organization,  numbering  in  its  membership  some  of 
llie  most  prominent  citizens  of  the  town.  Announcements  of  meetings  of 
the  company  held  in  the  early  months  of  1S45  signed  successively,  as 
t!erk,  by  S.  D.  J>earned,  W.  H.  Dudley  and  Hiram  Fox.  The  first  Cataract 
engine  ff)und  on  rec(jrd  was  j^urchased  in  the  early  part  of  1839.  A 
memorandum  in  thii  jcnirnal  of  the  tow!i  treasurer  under  dale  of  Jan.  7, 
i'^'39,  shows  tliat  the  town  paid  William  IMatt  ^:  Co.  on  tiiat  date,  "  for 
engine  and  interest,"  S823.50.  In  tiie  ILxpress  under  date  of  Dec.  10, 
'846,  I-\  A.  I'ierce,  clerk,  advertised  a  reward  of  ^5  for  the  detection  of 
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the  parties  who  had  filled  the  engine  with  water  and  allowed  it  to  freeze, 
thus  rendering  the  machine  useless. 

A  second  fire  company  was  formed  at  a  meeting  held  at  Mill  Valley, 
in  August,  1S3S.  The  following  agreement  was  signed  by  seventeen  men, 
the  first  name  on  the  list  being  that  of  Cotton  Smith  :  "  The  subscribers 
do  hereby  associate  and  form  themselves  into  a  company  for  the  purpose 
of  managing  the  Deluge  Engine  No.  2,  and  do  agree  to  observe  and  conform 
to  the  following  regulations  and  such  others  as  the  company  may  from 
time  to  time  adopt."  These  regulations  provided  that  the  officers  of  the 
company  should  consist  of  a  foreman,  an  assistant-foreman  and  a  clerk. 
There  should  also  be  an  executive  committee  to  look  after  the  engine  and 
keep  it  in  good  repair  Any  member  absent  at  the  first  roll-call  should  be 
lined  five  cents,  and  a  like  sum  if  absent  at  the  second  roll-call.  Any 
member  behaving  in  a  noisy  or  disorderly  manner  might  be  expelled  by  a 
two-thirds  vote  of  the  members  present.  Any  person  might  become  a 
member  of  the  company  by  signing  the  constitution  and  paying  25  cents 
into  the  treasury.  Each  member  should  be  liable  to  pay  an  annual  tax  of 
25  cents,  if  the  same  was  voted  by  the  company.  At  a  meeting  held  Aug. 
7,  1838,  officers  were  elected  as  follows  :  Foreman,  Cotton  Smith  ;  assistant 
foreman,  Philo  Joy  ;  clerk,  David  Dexter;  executive  committee,  Simeon 
Clark,  Bradford  Bentley,  Horace  Kellogg.  The  Deluge  engine  had  been 
owned  by  the  fire  company  at  the  center,  but  Avas  turned  over  to  the  ]Mill 
Valley  company  when  the  Cataract  engine  was  purchased.  The  Deluge 
■was  what  was  known  as  a  Hunneman  "  tub,"  and  while  small  was  capable 
of  doing  good  work.  At  a  meeting  held  in  May,  1842,  the  matter  of 
preparing  some  suitable  place  for  keeping  the  engine  was  discussed.  In 
November,  1844,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  petition  the  town  for  aid 
in  building  an  engine-house.  In  1845,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  build 
an  engine-house.  The  first  volume  of  company  records  ends  with  the  year 
1849,  but  the  organization  was  continued  until  well  along  into  the  '50s. 
At  a  special  town  meeting  held  March  11,  j86i,  it  was  voted  to  sell  the 
engine  at  Mill  \'alley. 

At  the  annual  town-meeting  in  r»*Iarch,  1839,  it  was  voted  to  allow 
the  fire  department  their  poll-taxes.  At  a  special  meeting  held  Dec.  13. 
1S47,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  ascertain  the  amount  needed  to  purchase 
a  suitable  engine  and  fire  apparatus, , to  be  located  at  the  north  part  of  the 
town.  At  a  special  meeting  held  June  23,  1849,  it  was  voted  to  purchase 
an  engine  and  apparatus  to  be  stationed  at  North  Amherst,  at  a  cost  not 
to  exceed  $850. 

A  number  of  young  men  met  at  Howe's  hotel,  ^fay  15,  1846,  for  the 
purpose  of  organizing  a  hook  and  ladder  company.  Jonathan  S.  Slate 
ser\ed  as  chairman  and  L  1".  Conkey  as  secretary  pro  tern.    It  was  voted 
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expedient  to  organize  a  company,  and  the  following  officers  were  elected  : 
Foreman,  Rodolphus  Turner:  assistant  foreman,  Samuel  Harrington; 
clerk,  treasurer  and  steward,  I.  F.  Conkey ;  commissary  general,  E.  J. 
Floughton.  A  committee  was  appointed  to  draft  suitable  by-laws.  The 
foreman  and  assistant  foreman  were  appointed  a  committee  to  select  a 
name  for  the  organization,  and  they  decided  upon  "  Lafayette  Hook  and 
Ladder  Co.  No.  i."  At  a  meeting  held  ^Lay  19,  the  committee  on  by-laws 
reported  a  series  of  regulations  which  were  adopted.  The  committee  on 
uniforms  reported  in  favor  of  patent  leather  caps,  belts,  and  linsey-woolsey 
cloth  frocks  :  the  report  was  accepted  save  the  item  in  regard  to  caps. 
Tiie  foreman  reported  that  the  selectmen  had  agreed  to  appropriate  S20  to 
repair  the  hooks  and  ladders.  The  committee  on  finances  reported  that 
an  assessment  of  50  cents  should  be  levied  on  each  member,  to  be  paid 
forthwith.  Of  the  rules  adopted,  the  most  interesting  related  to  the  duties 
of  the  commissary  general,  which  seems  well  worth  quoting  entire  : 

"  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Commissary  General,  when  directed  by  the  com- 
manding officer,  to  provide  all  necessary  refreshments,  upon  the  alarm  of  fire  to 
repair  immediately  to  the  scene  of  conflagration,  pay  his  respects  to  the  command- 
ing officer,  and  learn  from  said  officer  what  specific  refreshments  will  be  needed  by 
the  company,  and  see  that  they  are  furnished  at  the  proper  time  and  in  a  proper 
and  palatable  manner;  in  the  selection  of  refreshments  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
commanding  ofiicer  and  commissary  general  to  see  that  they  are  such  as  will  give 
firmness  and  stability  to  the  nerves,  power  and  activity  to  the  muscles,  and  energy 
to  the  whole  body,  in  short  that  they  are  such  as  will  arouse  within  the  -inner 
man  "  that  bold  and  fearless  spirit,  which  so  peculiarly  marked  the  distinguished 
individual  whose  name  we  proudly  bear.  The  Commissary  General  should  under 
all  circumstances  be  impressed  \\\\\\  a  sense  of  the  honor  of  his  station  (a  station 
of  the  nt?noit  responsibility)  and  when  called  upon  to  administer  to  his  toiling 
comrades  he  should  pour  forth  the  indomitable  and  invincible  spirit  which  will 
gladden  their  hearts  while  combatting  the  raging  elements;  and  should  he  be 
inclined  to  falter  or  become  disheartened  in  the  discharge  of  his  arduous  duties  he 
should  be  nerved  on  by  a  remembrance  of  the  valor  and  heroism  of  those  who 
fought  their  country's  battles  on  the  banks  of  the  Brandyiuine.'' 

'J'he  words  italicised  are  underlined  in  the  original  manuscript,  and  at 
tile  end  of  the  clause  is  the  following  memorandum,  "(not  Shakespeare) 
improved."  It  would  appear  that  the  conuuissary  general  was  expected 
to  attend  to  the  spirituous  rather  than  the  spiritual  needs  of  the  company, 
and  from  the  records  of  subsequei>t  meetings  it  is  evident  that  tiie  tirst 
commissary  and  his  successors  in  office  fuUilled  their  duties  nobly.  Rare 
old  times  were  those  and  rare  old  spirits  tiiey  who  gathered  round  the  table 
at  regular  and  special  meetings.  'l"he  reguhitions  provitled  that  any 
nicmber  absent  from  a  fire  or  from  a  regular  meeting  should  be  lined  25 
Cents.  Any  jDerson  might  become  an  honorary  member  on  receixing  a 
majority  vote  of  members  of  the  company  and  paying  Si  into  the  treasury. 
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These  rules  were  signed  by  iS  persons.  At  a  meeting  held  June  25,  1841'. 
a  committee  reported  that  Landlord  Howe  would  furnish  a  room  and  lights 
for  the  company's  meetings  at  37  1-2  cents  per  evening.  At  the  same 
meeting  it  was  voted  that  any  man  who  should  spit  on  the  floor  should  Ix 
fined  12  1-2  cents.  In  November,  1S46,  the  company  occupied  quartcr:> 
in  Phoenix  Row,  The  following  entry  in  the  records,  under  date  of  Dec. 
4,  1846,  makes  interesting  reading  in  these  later  times:  "The  question 
to  procuring  a  sufficient  quantity  of  the  needful  for  the  winter  campaign 

was  discussed.    ]\Ir.  W          presented  to  the  company  a  three-gallon 

Demijohn  and  it  was  voted  to  accept  of  the  same,  also  voted  that  ihc 
Commissary  General  be  directed  to  see  '  that  said  Demijohn  be  filled  for 
future  use.'  "  The  records  show  that  the  company  attended  several  hres 
and  did  efficient  service.  It  was  reorganized  on  several  different  occasions, 
the  last  entry  in  the  original  record-book  bearing  date  of  Dec.  25,  1S52. 

At  a  town-meeting  held  March  .1,  1S52,  the  town  authorized  the 
selectmen  to  sell  the  Cataract  engine,  and  with  the  proceeds,  an  additional 
appropriation  of  $250  by  the  town,  and  such  sums  as  could  be  raised  by 
subscription,  to  buy  a  new  and  powerful  hre  engine.  The  selectmen 
advertised  the  engine  for  sale,  stating  in  description  that  it  had  been  built 
by  the  Messrs  Ikitton  at  \Vaterford,  X.  Y.,  at  an  expense  of  >Soo,  had 
recently  been  furnished  with  24  feet  of  new  suction  hose,  and  was 
warranted  in  best  order  for  service.  A  memorandum  in  the  journal  of  the 
town  treasurer,  bearing  date  Feb.  23,  1S53,  shows  that  the  town  had  paid 
to  L.  Button  &  Co.  ^^450.  This  would  seem  to  show  that  the  town  had 
disposed  of  the  engine  purchased  in  1839  ^^^^^  bought  a  new  one.  The 
engine  bought  in  1S53  is  still  owned  by  the  town.  A  review  of  the  hre 
department  in  1S55,  states  that  it  comprised  two  hre  engines,  a  hook  and 
ladder  apparatus  and  eight  lirewards,  the  latter  being  grouped  in  with  the 
.material  for  extinguishing  hres.  The  Cataract  company  numbered  45  men. 
with  G.  \V.  Sargent  foreman,  1\.  C.  Russell  assistant-foreman  and  Francis 
A.  Pierce  clerk  and  treasurer.  The  engine  was  nearly  new,  threw  two 
streams  of  water  and  v.'as  provided  with  700  feet  of  hose.  The  Deluge 
engine  company  at  Mill  \'allcy  numbered  28  men,  with  Charles  McMaster 
foreman,  William  W.  Smith  assistant-foreman  and  Fli  Hiiltbard  clerk.  The 
engine  though  small  was  efficient.  Lafayette  hook  and  ladder  company 
had  22  meml)ers,  with  Jonathan  1^.  Slate  as  foreman,  Henry  Holland 
assistant-foreman  and  Rufus  Putnam  clerk  and  treasurer.  'I'he  hook  and 
ladder  apparatus  was  in  tine  order.  The  hrewards  were  A.  P.  Howe. 
Charles  Adams,  (.)li\er  Watson,  Austin  I-',astman,  Marquis  F.  Dickinson, 
John  R.  Cushman,  John  W.  Smith  and  Alfred  Paker. 

'I'liat  the  membeis  of  ihe  old  lire  companies  enjoyed  a  joke  as  well 
as  their  successors  of  the  present  day  is  proved  by  the  following  anecdotes. 
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Vhc  members  of  Deluge  engine  company  having  repaired  their  machine, 
cliallenged  the  Cataract  company  to  throw  water  in  their  engine  and  drown 
t!u.'m  out  if  they  could.  The  trial  occurred  on  a  Saturday  evening,  and 
for  a  long  time  the  Cataract  ^vas  unable  to  flood  the  Deluge,  but  at  length 
a  member  of  the  Cataract  company  discovered  that  the  ••tail-screw  "  had 
been  renioved  and  the  water  was  flowing  out  in  good  quantity.  Shortly 
after  the  two  companies  held  a  supper  at  the  Amherst  house,  when  Chauncey 
Pierce  gave  this  toast:  "The  Deluge;  challenge  the  Cataract  as 
often  as  you  please,  but  keep  your  eye  on  the  tail-screw."  Sometime  in 
the  '40s  the  Cataract  company  gave  a  supper  at  \Miitney's  hotel  at  East 
.\mherst.  Rufus  Putnam,  a  compositor  on  the  E.xprcss^  was  seated  north 
of  Walter  Mason  Dickinson,  and  gave  this  toast:  "Let  us  Express  our- 
selves; we  are  north  of  Mason  Dickinson's  line,"' 

In  the  town  reports  for  1S57  the  following  item  appears  :  "Paid 
Kngine  Company,  grass  money,  $36.75,  -This  money  was  received  from 
the  sale  of  grass  grown  on  the  common.  The  same  report  gives  the  sum 
^^39-50  poll  taxes  refunded  to  the  enginemen.  The  report  for  1S59 
contains  the  following  item  :  Paid  Are  department.  Si 36.  In  1S60,  the 
engine-house  was  built  on  Pleasant  street :  the  cost  of  the  land  was  $350, 
of  the  building  S645.73.  This  house  was  erected  in  accordance  with  the 
provisions  of  a  vote  passed  at  a  special  meeting  held  June  15,  authorizing 
the  selectmen  to  purchase  or  rent  and  ht  up  a  building  for  the  engine  and 
hook  and  ladder  companies  at  a  cost  not  exceeding  $600.  In  the  town 
report  for  1861,  the  selectmen  state  that  "The  Machine  and  all  its  appar- 
atus is  now  in  complete  order  and  under  the  charge  of  a  new  and  vigorous 
company,  who  are  now  ready  for  any  emergency." 

I'his  "new  and  vigorous''  company  had  been  organized  in  answer  to 
a  petition  addressed  to  the  selectmen  in  May.  by  certain  persons  desirous 
of  forming  an  engine  company.  Its  officers  were  :  Foreman,  Horace 
\\  ard  ;  assistant,  Charles  K.  Hutchinson;  clerk  and  treasurer,  W.  W. 
Hunt.  March  22,  iS6i,  an  organization  was  formed  at  North  Amherst 
adopted  the  title  of  "Scott  Hook  and  Ladder  Co.  No.  2,"  and 
elected  A.  R.  Cushman  foreman.  This  action  was  taken  in  the  expecta- 
lioii  iliat  the  selectmen  would  provide  a  hook  and  ladder  truck  and  other 
suitable  equipment  for  such  a  com})any.  I'his  expectation  not  being 
lultillfd,  the  company  was  disbaiuled.  Instead  of  providing  such  equip- 
Jiients,  t)ie  selectmen  had  voted  to  purcha.se  one  flre-hookand  three  ladders 
f'>r  North  Amherst  and  the  "City,''  the  same  to  be  kept  near  the  center  of 
<-'-u  h  village.  'I'he  Are  department  was  reorganized  in  August,  1S64.  At 
iJieeting  iield  Nr)v.  17,  IVS65,  the  selectmeiA  were  authorized  to  purchase 
500  feet  (jf  hose  for  the  engine  at  a  cost  of  5 1,000. 

I  lie  lack  of  a  suitable  water-supi)ly  was  a  great  hindrance  to  the  old- 
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time  companies  in  their  struggles  with  the  flames.  The  main  source  of 
.supply  was  found  in  the  wells  near  at  hand,  and  the  contents  of  these  were 
soon  exhausted.  It.  was  not  until  1S70  that  the  town  began  to  build 
reservoirs  in  central  locations.  In  the  town  reports  for  the  year  ending 
March  i,  187  i,  the  treasurer's  report  shows  the  year's  expense  for  "fire 
department  and  reservoirs  to  have  been  Si  S3. 53.  During  the  year  ending 
March  i,  1873,  $638.85  was  expended  for  reservoirs,  of  which  the  to'^vn 
owned  ten,  six  having  been  built  by  individual  subscription.  In  1S74,  th(^ 
town  owned  eleven  reservoirs,  three  located  on  the  common,  two  on  Amity 
street,  three  on  Pleasant  street,  one  south  of  College  hill,  one  near  Dr.  I. 
H.  Tavlor's  on  Hisih  street  and  one  at  East  Auiherst.  There  were  also 
reservoirs  owned  by  private  parties  near  the  residences  of  O.  G.  Couch  and 
Rev.  J.  L.  Jenkins  and  the  barn  of  R.  S.  Lincoln.  Their  average  caj^acity 
was  about  5,000  gallons.  The  selectmen,  in  their  report  for  the  year 
ending  March  1,  1S72,  stated  that  in  accordance  with  the  vote  of  the  tov, n 
they  had  organized  a  lire  company  of  45  men,  who  would  be  entitled  to 
$10  each  on  i\Iay  i. 

At  a  special  meeting  held  March  30,  1S74,  the  town  voted  that  the 
fire  department  should  be  organized  as  directed  by  the  public  statutes. 
The  selectmen  appointed  the  following  to  serve  as  hre  engineers  :  E.  A. 
Thomas,  Henry  Holland,  J.  L.  Skinner,  John  A.  Pierce,  Watson  W.  Cowles, 
Moses  E.  Cushman,  O.  S.  Longley,  Henry  Johnson,  Merritt  Crossett.  The 
engineers  held  their  first  meeting  April  28,  1874,  and  organized  with  E.  A. 
Thomas  as  chief  and  J.  L.  Skinner  as  secretary.  At  a  meeting  held  April 
29,  the  needs  of  the  department  were  considered  and  arrangements  made 
for  supplying  them.    The  engineer's  report  for  the  year  ending  March  i. 

1875.  states  that  the  town  had  appropriated  at  its  annual 
meeting  $500  for  the  use  of  the  department,  and  at  a  sub- 
sequent meeting  had  added  S250  to  this  amount.  The 
engine  company  numbered  30  men,  in  charge  of  Capt.  T. 
W.  Sloan.  1'he  hook  and  ladder  company  was  in  charge 
of  ]\I.  N.  Spear.  Several  extension  ladders,  procured  for 
the  use  of  the  department,  were  stored  in  different  parts 
of  the  town.  One  hundred  buckets  had  been  purchased 
and  stored  in  the  engine-room  ;  these  were  for  the  use  of 
citizens,  not  the  en*ginemen.  I'he  bell  on  the  engine- 
house  was  to  be  rung  only  in  case  of  fire  ;  permission 
had  been  secured  to  use  the  I>aptist  ciiurch-bell  for  tire 
alarm  purj^oses.  ])uring  the  vear  1876.  there  weie  ten 
fires  in  Amherst,  six  of  them  supposedl)'  of  incendiary  origin.  The 
board  of  engineers  recommended  the  luuchabe  of  a  steam  fire-engine, 
also  that   lar-^er  reservoirs   be  built.      'I'hree  new  reservoirs   were  l)uilt 
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in  1877,  one  at  the  center,  one  at  North  Amherst  and  one  at  South 
Amherst.  The  one  at  the  center  was  located  on  the  common,  cost  $431.81 
and  had  a  capacity  of  13,000,  gallons. 

The  introduction  of  Pelham  water  into  Amherst  in  iSSo  caused  a 
radical  change  in  the  composition  of  the  fire  department  and  the  agencies 
employed  in  extinguishing  fires.  During  the  year  1S80,  34  lire  h}-drants 
were  put  in,  the  town  paying  the  entire  expense  of  four,  so  located  as  to 
aid  in  the  protection  of  town  property,  while  the  remainder  were  paid  for 
jointly  by  the  town  and  by  individuals,  the  latter  subscribing  the  sum  of 
<i)oo  while  the  town  appropriated  $750.  A'ery  soon  after  the  completion 
of  the  water-works,  an  independent  hose  company  was  organized  in  town, 
composed  mainly  of  boys  and  young  men,  which  adopted  the  name  of 
Alert  Hose  coinpany.  The  records  of  this  company,  if  still  in  existence, 
are  not  available  for  reference.  From  newspaper  comment  current  at  the 
time  it  is  judged  that  the  company  did  not  enjoy  the  public  conlidence  to 
anv  marked  de2:ree.  At  a  meetin^r  of  the  board  of  lire  en2,incers  held 
April  28,  18S2,  it  was  \  oted  that  22  men  be  appointed  for  the  hose  carriages 
at  the  center  and  at  East  Amherst,  their  pay  to  be  $10  each  per  annum  ; 
also  that  10  men.  be  appointed  for  the  hook  and  ladder  carriage  and  15 
men  for  the  engine  company,  who  should  be  paid  50  cents  per  hour  for 
service  actually  rendered.  At  a  meeting  held  May  12,  that  portion  of  the 
above  vote  relating  to  the  appointment  of  men  for  the  engine  and  hook  and 
ladder  companies  was  rescinded,  and  it  was  voted  to  appoint  four  additional 
hosemen  to  serve  on  the  engine  and  hooks  and  ladders  when  necessary. 

Alert  Hose  Co.  Xo.  i  was  organized  at  a  meeting  held  May  23.  1SS2. 
Ofticer  were  elected  as  follows  :  J'^oreman,  George  J.  Gallond  ;  lirst  assist- 
ant, F.  \y.  Sloan;  second  assistant,  J.  \\\  T.  Davis;  clerk,  W.  G.  "J'owne  ; 
steward,  C.  R.  Kenrield  ;  trustees,  E.  F.  Strickland,  A.  F.  Ikirdwell.  John 
\\iiiis.  A  committee  was  appointed  to  draft  a  code  of  by-laws.  It  was 
voted  to  hold  meetings  on  the  tirst  Wednesday  evening  of  each  month. 
Members  were  to  be  lined,  for  absence  at  roll-call  at  a  lire,  50  cents; 
tor  absence  at  the  first  roll-call  at  a  regular  meeting,  10  cents:  at  the 
second  roll-call,  15  cents.  The  by-laws  proposed  by  the  committee  were 
adopted  at  a  meeting  held  June  7.  .Members  were  elected  by  ballot. 
April  4,  1S83,  the  com]:)any  voted  to  di\  ide  the  amount  of  lines  at  the  end 
"i  the  year  among  its  members.  May  2,  i8<S3,  it  was  voted  that  any 
nRnil)L-r  absent  at  roll-call  at  a  fire  should  be  fined  $1.  In  1893, 
tile  compariy  repaired  and  fitted  up  the  old  court-room,  in  the  second 
^'•>ry  of  the  lock  up  building  and  still  hold  their  meetings  there. 

At  the  animal  tov>  n  meeting  lu  ld  March  7,  iSSi,  Sioo  was  api)ropriated 
'••  pmchase  a  hose-cart  and  5400  for  hose,  to  be  used  at  l'".a->t  Amherst. 
'1  '^e   Co.    Xo.   2    was  organized   at  a  meeting  iield  in  the  >chooI-house 
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at  East  Amherst,  July  i,  iSSi.  H.  B.  Lovett  was  elected  foreman  and  C. 
E.  Thayer  clerk.  The  foreman  was  authorized  to  appoint  subordinate 
■  officers.  At  a  meeting  held  April  13,  1SS3,  a  committee  was  appointed  x<< 
draw  up  by-laws,  which  were  adopted  May  4.  ^Meetings  were  to  be  helt! 
the  first  Tuesday  evening  of  each  month.  Fines  for  absence  were  to  be- 
as  follows  :  At  the  first  roll-call  at  a  regular  meeting,  15  ^"ents ;  at  second 
roll-call,  10  cents  ;  at  a  tire,  50  cents.  At  the  end  of  the  year  the  fint> 
wtre  to  be  divided  among  the  members  of  the  company.  At  a  meetini; 
held  INIay  6,  1SS5,  it  was  voted  to  increase  the  fine  for  absence  at  a  regular 
meeting  to  50  cents,  for  absence  at  a  fire  to  $1.  New  by-laws  were  adoptee! 
Oct.  7,  1890.  The  company  has  quarters  in  a  building  on  Main  street  at 
East  Amherst  owned  by  C.  O.  Parmenter. 

In  April,  1S79,  the  Lafayette  Hook  and  Ladder  company  was  revived 
■as  an  independent  organization.  The  old  company  donated  all  its  furni- 
ture and  other  property  to  its  successor.  Officers  were  elected  as  follows: 
Foreman,  O.  F.  ^Morse  :  assistant-foreman,  Harvey  White;  clerk,  G.  M. 
Chamberlain;  commissary.  C.  F,  Bennett.  I'he  town  at  a  special  meetiii„ 
held  Dec.  20,  1S83,  voted  to  sustain  a  hook  and  ladder  company,  and  tlic 
board  of  fire  engineers  organized.  Jan.  i,  18S4,  a  new  company  of  i2meri. 
"bearing  the  old  name  of  Lafayette.  This  company  elected  the  following- 
officers  at  a  meeting  held  Jan.  7:  Foreman,  George  Graves  ;  assistant>. 
W.  H.  H.  Morgan  and  G.  ^L  Chamberlain;  clerk  and  treasurer,  G.  M. 
Chamberlain  ;  commissary,  W.  H.  H.  Morgan.  The  company  occupic- 
quarters  in  the  engine-house.  Members  absent  from  fires  are  fined  Si. 
from  regular  meetings  50  cents. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  board  of  engineers  held  j\Lay5,  1S84,  it  was  vote^ 
that  the  pay  of  hoseman  and  hook  and  ladder  men  be  Si  2  per  aniuiii:. 
In  1887,  two  Babcock  fire  extinguishers  were  purchased  for  the  use  c: 
•the  department  and  placed,  one  at  North  Amherst,  the  other  at  the 
"City."  In  1S88,  a  new  bell  was  purchased  and  placed  in  the  tower  c:' 
the  engine-house ;  afire  chute,  jumping  canvas  and  line  gun  were  pin- 
chased  the  same  year  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  state  law.  I  :■ 
1890,  700  feet  of  new  hose  was  added  to  the  equipment  of  the  department; 
in  1892,  a  sup[)Iy  wagou  was  purchased.  In  1S93,  the  hook  and  lacKic: 
truck  and  hose-cart  at  the  center,  were  fitted  uj)  so  that  they  can  be  drawr. 
by  horses,  and  arrangements  were  made  with  T.  L.  Paige  to  furnish  hor><-> 
^vhen  an  alarm  of  fire  is  given.  In  1894,  a  new  alarm-bell  with  elect m 
striking  apparatus  was  placed  in  the  tower  of  the  town  hall  at  a  cost  c' 
$291.  In  1895,  an  electric  fire  alarm  system  was  i)ut  in.  In  the  sprin^ 
of  1896,  the  engine-house  wa.s  remodeled  and  enlarged,  accommodation- 
being  provided  for  such  of  the  members  of  the  department  as  were  willin.: 
to  sleep  in  the  Imilding.     In  1878,  E.  A.  Thomas  was  succeeded  as  chiti 
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engineer  by  Henr}^  Holland ;  the  latter  held  office  until  1883,  when  he 
was  succeeded  by  Lewis  J.  wSpear.  W.  H.  H.  ^Morgan  was  elected  chief  in 
'1SS7.  serving  until  1892,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  G.  M.  Chamberlain. 
]o\m  Mullen  was  elected  chief  in  1893  and  served  until  1895,  when  he  was 
succeeded  by  H.  D.  Holland.  The  department  was  never  so  well  equipped 
or  capable  of  doing  such  efficient  service  as  at  the  present  time. 

The  history  of  the  Amherst  fire  department  would  be  incomplete 
without  some  record  of  the  many  disastrous  fires  that  have  visited  tlie  town. 
As  a  complete  record  would  occupy  too  much  space,  mention  is  made  of 
those  only  which  caused  large  property  losses. 

The  first  great  fire  in  Amherst  occurred  in  February,  183S.  The 
following  brief  report  concerning  it  is  quoted  from  the  Northampton 
Courier  .•  .  •  . 

•'It  started  in  an  unoccupied  room  in  the  basement  story  of  the  large  brick 
Iniilding  opposite  the  Amherst  house,  under  the  druggist  shop,  and  it  is  presumed 
from  an  uncovered  flue  of  the  chimney  :  and  when  discovered  tlie  east  end  of  the 
building  was  in  flames.  It  spread  rapidly  until  it  consumed  the  large  brick  block, 
the  store  occupied  by  Mr.  S.  Holland  (Merchant)  and  owned  by  Mr.  A.  Dickinson, 
—and  also  the  Hotel  owned  and  occupied  by  Mr.  A.  Dickinson.  This  house  was 
furnicrly  the  Mansion  House  of  Noah  Webster.  The  house  and  store  and  barn 
north  of  the  brick  block  were  also  burnt,  the  house  l)eing  occupied  by  Mr.  S 
Simonds." 

The  total  loss  was  from  $20,000  to  $25,000,  the  insurance  about 
$10,000.  Among  the  parties  who  suffered  loss  were  the  First  parish,  the 
female  seminary  and  J.  S.  &  C.  Adams,  the  latter  losing,  besides  type  and 
l)resses,  a  part  of  the  edition  of  Ahree  published  works. 

In  1842,  the  first  cotton  mill  built  at  '-Factory  Hollow,"  owned  at  the 
time  by  Flnathan  Jones,  was  burned, 

in  1S47,  Peter  Higranrs  woolen  mill  was  burned  at  the  "City," 
mvolving  a  loss  of  $6,000,  partially  insured. 

In  1S54,  the  W'heelock  mill  at  North  Amherst  was  burned:  loss 
$12,000,  no  insurance. 

March  26,  1855,  the  W'estville  woolen  mill  was  burned  ;  loss  $8, 600, 
insurance  $5,150. 

In  the  winter  of  1857  the  North  dormitory  at  Amherst  College  was 
burned  to  the  groimd,  causing  a  loss  of  $10,000. 

Jones'  factory  at  North  Andierst'was  burned  in  1857  ;  loss  $13,000, 
insurance  $7,000. 

In  1858,  W.  H.  Smith's  paper-mill  at  W'estville  was  burned. 

Aug.  10,  1869.  what  was  known  as  "  llurnham's  mills,"  owned  by  K. 
l  itts  and  located  at  I''ast  Amherst,  were  burned.  The  fire  caught  from 
a  siiKjkestack.     Tiie  loss  was  $15,000,  the  insurance  $7,500. 


r  <    .  '  r  a- 

'       ;•  -  -  J      i:^  .  ■;':■:],  ^r/:'    ,;/.r  r,] 


36S 


HISTORY  OF   THE  TOWN   OF.  AMHERST,  MASS. 


May  7,  1S72,  a  disastrous  fire  occurred  ariK>ng.the  buildino:s  in  the 
rear  of  Phoenix  Row.  It  started  in  the  barn  owned  by  E.  F.  Cook,  and 
was  probably  set  by  an  incendiary.  I'he  buildings  destroyed  included 
Cook's  barn,  W.  E.  Stebbins'  barn,  G.  A.  Thomas'  paint-shop,  Emerson 
Russell's  carriage-shop,  Dr.  H.  J.  Cate's  house  and  barn,  and  Mrs.  Kellogg  s 
house.  The  loss  was  estimated  at  $25,000.  Amherst  college  students 
rendered  valuable  assistance  in  saving  property.  The  firemen  had  not  hose 
enough  to  reach  the  reservoirs  on  the  common,  and  having  piimped  dry  all 
the  wells  in  the  vicinity  were  compelled  to  let  the  flames  ha\  e  their  way. 

July  4,  1S79,  the  buildings  on  M^r^'Mnts'  Row  were  burned  to  the 
ground.  The  fire  started  in  a  shed  in  the  rear  of  George  Cutiisr's  store,-. 
It  communicated  quickly  to  the  barns  of  Sttebbins'  livery  stable,  and  thence 
to  the  Amherst  house.  These  buildings  were  all  burned,  together  with  the 
Savings  bank  block,  Charles  Adams'  block  and  the  stores  of  O.  G.  Couch,. 
J.  H.  Starbuck,  Edwin  Nelson,  George  Cutler  and  15.  F.  Kendrick.  The 
origin  of  the  fire  was  unknown.  The  loss  was  betv/een  SSo.ooo  and 
$90,000,  largely  covered  by  insurance. 

July  10,  1S73,  Cushman  liros.'  paper-mill  at  North  Amherst  was 
burned.  The  fire  started  in  a  pile  of  paper  stock.  The  loss  on  the  build- 
ing was  estimated  at  $32,000,  insurance  $20,000.  A  large  quantity  of 
stock,  on  which  there  was  no  insurance,  was  burned. 

April  23,  iSSo,  a  fire  started  in  The  HilTs  Go's,  hat  factory,  which 
quickly  conununicated  with  the  factory  of  H.  D.  Fearing  Co.  Tlie 
buildings  were  totally  destroyed.  The  fire  started  in  a  pile  of  waste,  from 
some  cause  unknown.  The  loss  was  estimated  at  over  Si 00,000,  partially 
covered  by  insurance. 

March  29,  1SS2,  the  \A'alker  hall  building  owned  by  Ar/jherst  College 
was  burned.  The  loss  was  estin.iated  at  more  than  $175,000.  and  included 
the  Shepard  mineralogical  cabinet.    The  cause  was  unknown. 

Nov.  27,  1S83,  the  buildings  on  Cash  Row  were  burned.  The  fire 
caught  in  the  block  occupied  by  J.  J.  Young  and  was  prob^iblv  the  \\  ork  of 
an  incendiary.  Young's  block,  S.  W.  Dickinson's  block  and  R.  T.  Dick- 
inson's building  were  burned,  and  Cook's  block  considerably  damaged. 
The  loss  was  estimated  at  $40,000,  ^.    ■  ■•  .  ^vw. 

April  -I,  iSSi,  hre  started  in  the  Delta  Kappa  Epsilon  fraternity's 
roonis  in  the  upjier  part  of  Gxjk's  block,  'i'he  loss  was  estimatecj.at 
$20,000,  a  considerable  part  being  caused  by  water. 

Feb.  4,  1S85,  the  Sf)uth  dormitory  r)f  the  Agricultural  (College  was- 
burned.  The  fire  was  caused  l:)y  the  explosion  of  a  lamp.  The  loss  was 
$35,000. 

March  13,  1888,  Palmer's  birx  k,  and  t!ie  '*  C()0|)er  liouse '*  were 
burned  and  Union  block  badly  damaged.    This  tire  occurred  at  an  early 
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hour  Tuesday  morning  of  the  memorable  "  blizzard  "  week.  Its  cause 
has  never  been  discovered.  The  loss  was  estimated  at  over  S6o,ooo,  and 
included  the  law  library  and  many  documents  of  great  historic  value 
belonging  to  \V.  A.  Dickinson. 

Sept.  II,  1S91,  the  buildings  on  Mount  Pleasant  erected  by  Col.  W. 
S.  Clark  and  owned  and  occupied  at  the  time  by  Dr.  W.  F.  Bullman  were 
burned.  The  cause  of  the  fire  is  unknown,  but  it  was  generally  believed 
to  have  been  the  work  of  an  incendiary.  The  loss  was  estimated  at 
$22,000. 


CHAPTER.  XLllI. 


Amherst  ]\Iilitia. — The  North  and  South  Companies. — Militia  in 
THE  War  of  1S12. — The  Hampshire  Rangers. — The  Cav- 
alry  Company.— Amherst  Artillery   Company. — Company 

C- — COMl'ANY  K. 

The  founders  of  our  national  government  realized  that,  if  the  country 
would  enjoy  the  blessings  of  freedom,  it  must  be  prepared  at  all  times  to 
defend  itself  against  foreign  aggression.  The  war  of  the  Revolution  had 
proved  that  the  American  people  are  willing  to  light  for  the  privileges  of 
independent'government :  it  also  impressed  upon  their  minds  the  necessity 
of  military  discipline.  The  country  was  in  no  condition  to  maintain  a 
large  standing  army,  nor  was  it  considered  necessary  or  desirable  so  to  do. 
The  United  States  militia  law  was  approved  ]\Iay  S,  1792  ;  its  first  section 
reads  as  follows  : 

''2>V  //  oiactcd,  etc. — That  each  and  every  free,  able  bodied  white  male  Citizen, 
of  the  age  of  eighteen  years  and  under  the  age  of  forty-five  years  (except  those 
who  are  exempted  by  law)  shall  be  enrolled  in  the  Militia,  by  the  Captain  or  Com- 
manding Officer  of  the  Company,  within  whose  bounds  such  citizen  shall  reside," 
—  "and  it  shall  be  at  all  times  the  duty  of  the  Commanding  Officer  of  every  such 
Company,  to  enrol  every  such  citizen,  find  also,  those  who  from  time  to  time  arrive 
at  the  asj^e  of  eighteen  years,  or  beini;  of  the  aj^e  of  eighteen  years,  and  under  the 
•T.;e  of  forty-five  years,  (and  not  exempted)  shall  come  to  reside  within  his  houmls." 

The  Massachusetts  militia  law  supj^lemented   the  national  law  l)y 
l^roviding  that  every  connnanding  otlicer  of  a  company  should  parade  his 
«-"m}jany  on  the  tirst  Tuesday  of  May   annually,  at  one  o'clock  in  the 
24 
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afternoon,  for  the  purpose  of  inspecting,  examining  and  taking  an  exact 
account  of  all  the  equipments  of  his  men  and  for  noting  all  delinquencies 
of  appearance  and  deficiencies  of  equipment  and  for,  correcting  his 
company  roll. 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  national  law,  the  able  bodied 
white  male  citizens  of  Amherst,  between  the  ages  of  eighteen  and  fortv- 
five  years,  were  duly  enrolled  in  the  militia.  The  town  was  di\-ided  into 
two  military  departments.  Main  street  and  Amity  street  forming  the  arbitrary 
division-line.  Citizens  living  to  the  north  of  this  line,  liable  to  militarv 
duty,  were  enrolled  in  the  North  company,  those  living  to  the  south,  in  the 
South  company.  The  precise  date  of  organization  of  these  companies  is 
not  a  matter  of  record  ;  it  was  probably  very  soon  after  the  passage  of  the 
national  law.  In  1796,  Ebenezer  Mattoon,  Jr.  was  commissioned  as  major- 
general  of  the  Fourth  division  of  Massachusetts  state  militia,  comprising 
the  companies  in  the  Western  counties.  The  names  of  the  commanding 
officers  of  the  companies,  first  appointed,  cannot  be  stated  with  certaintv. 
The  following  letter  of  Gen,  Mattoon.  addressed  to  Capt.  Aaron  Billings, 
under  date  of  Oct.  10,  iSoi,  would  indicate  that  the  latter  person  was  at 
that  time  captain  of  the  South  company  : 

"Amherst  October  10th  iSoi 

To  Capt.  Aarox  Billings— Sir : 

In  answer  to  the  question  you  asked  me  yesterday — whether  it  is  your  duty  to 
command  the  South  Company  in  this  Town  on  Monday  next? — I  have  given  the 
question  due  consideration — and  am  clearly  of  Opinion  that  you  are  a  Constitu- 
tional Officer,  that  you  are  obliged  to  obey  the  Orders  of  your  Superior  Officers— • 
and  upon  neglect,  would  be  liable  to  an  arrest,  and  that  the  Company,  and  all 
A'(?;/-Commission,  and  Co7>niiissio}i  Officers,  as  well  as  soldiers  are  in  duty  bound 
to  obey  your  orders — I  presume  the  good  Sense  of  the  Company,  their  attachment 
to  Discipline,  will  prompt  them  to  conduct  with  that  propriety  they  usually  do. 
You  will  therefore  proceed  in  your  duty — and  the  Company  is  to  consider  themselves 
under  your  Command,  and  obey  you  accordingly.  I  am  S'your.  and  tlie  Company's 
friend — and  shall  always  continue  so.  while  they  continue  to  merit  it  — 

E.  Mattoon  Major  Gcn"l  4''''  Division." 

The  North  and  South  companies  were  attached  to  the  3d  regiment  of 
the  I  St  brigade,  4th  division.  The  records  of  the  North  compan}-.  if  in 
existence,  are  unobtainable,  but  \aluable  paj)ers  relating  to  the  South 
company  are  in  possession  of  William  F.  \\'illiams  of  Andierst,  grandson 
of  Chester  Williams,  who  commanded  the  contpany  several  years.  From 
these  papers  much  of  the  information  iiere  given  was  obtained.  Sept.  10. 
179S,  Chester  W  illiams  was  appointed  3d  sergeant  of  the  South  comj)an\-, 
the  a])pointment  being  signed  by  Flijali  Dickinson,  lieutenant-colonel  com- 
manding the  3d  regiment.  June  24,  1S02,  he  received  the  following 
commission  as  lieutenant,  signed  by  Caleb  Strong  as  gox  ernor : 
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'-'By  His  Excellency  Caleb  Strong,  Esq., 
Gcrjej-nor  and  Comi/iander  i)i  Chief  of  t]ic  Co7innon~o.>ealth  of  MasssacJuisetts 
To  Chester  Williams,  Gentleman,  Greeting  : 

You  being  appointed  Lieutenant  of  a  Company  in  the  third  Regiment  of 
Infantry  in  the  first  Brigade,  fourth  Division  of  the  Militia  of  this  Commonwealth. 
Reposing  special  Trust  and  Conrtdence  in  your  Ability.  Courage  and  good  Conduct. 
I  Do,  by  these  Presents,  Commission  you  accordingly.  You  are,  therefore.  Care- 
fully and  Diligently  to  Discharge  the  Duties  of  said  Office,  according  to  the  Laws 
of  this  Commonwealth,  and  to  Military  Rule  and  Discipline.  And  all  inferior 
Officers  and  Soldiers  are  hereby  commanded  to  obey  you  in  your  said  Capacity; 
and  you  are  yourself  to  observe  and  follow  such  Orders  and  Instructions  as  you 
shall,  from  time  to  time,  receive  from  me  or  others,  your  superior  Officers. 

Given  under  my  Hand  and  Seal  of  the  said  Commonwealth,  the  twenty-fourth 
Day  of  June,  in  the  Year  of  our  Lord,  1802— and  in  the  twenty-fifth  Year  of  the 
Independence  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

John  Avery,  Sec"y.  Caleb  Strong.*" 

In  1810,  Aaron  Jjillings  was  captain  of  the  company  and  Elijah 
Hastings  clerk.  In  iSii,  Moses  Hastings,  son  of  Thomas,  was  major  and 
commanding  officer  of  the  3CI  regiment,  with  headquarters  at  Amherst. 
Aug.  20,  iSii,  a  meeting  of  the  officers  of  the  regimentwas  held  at  Land- 
lord \Yard's  tavern  in  Amherst,  to  choose  a  lieutenant-colonel  commandant, 
in  place  of  Lieut. -Col.  Powers,  resigned.  Roswell  Dickinson  was  com- 
missioned captain  of  the  North  company  June  2,  1809  :  he  was  promoted 
to  be  major  of  the  Third  regiment,  Aug.  31,  18 12,  and  was  honorably 
discharged,  Jan.  5,  1815.  May  7,  iSii,  Chester  Williams  was  commissioned 
captain  of  the  South  company,  the  commission  being  signed  by  Elbridge 
(rerry  as  governor;  he  served  as  captain  until  1815,  wdien  at  his  request 
he  was  honorably  discharged.  When  meetings  of  the  company  were  held 
for  parade  or  inspection,  the  commanding  officer  issued  a  warrant  to  some 
one  of  his  subordinates,  requiring  him  to  notify  the  comi)any  members  to 
be  in  attendance  at  the  time  and  place  appointed.  'Phe  following  comj^any 
warrant  is  copied  from  the  original  issued  by  Capt.  Williams,  addressed  to 
Corp'l  Eucius  Hastings  : 

"You  are  hereby  directed  to  notify  and  warn  all  the  non-comniissioned  officers 
and  soldiers  belonging  to  the  c(nnpany  under  my  comniand  to  appear  at  the  parade 
near  Cap.  Jonatlian  Dickinson's  on  Tuesday  the  third  day  of  .May  next  at  one 
o  clock  in  the  afternoon,  with  arms  and  equipments,  as  the  law  directs,  for  military 
duty."  * 

Regimental  orders  dated  at  Sunderland,  Sept.  17,  iSii,  signed  by 
Mvlzar  Hunt,  lieul.-col.  connnandant,  announced  that  the  companies  com- 
prising the  3d  regiment  of  the  ist  brigade  w  ould  meet  Oct.  1 1 ,  at  the  usual 
I'l^Ke  of  parade,  south  of  the  West  parish  meeting-house  in  .Amherst,  for 
leview.  inspection  and  discipline.     'Ihe  companies  were  to  be  on  the 
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ground  as  early  as  9  a.  m.,  armed  and  equipped  agreeably  to  law,  each 
non-commissioned  officer  and  private  to  be  furnished  with  at  least  one-fourth 
pound  of  powder  made  up  into  sporting  cartridges. 

The  year  1S12  witnessed  stirring  times  in  military  circles  in  Massa- 
chusetts. While  Gov.  Strong  refused  the  president's  requisition  for  Mass- 
achusetts troops  to  serve  outside  the  state  in  the  war  with  Great  Britain, 
he  took  prompt  measures  to  prepare  for  the  public  defence.  Division 
orders  were  issued  by  Gen.  Mattoon,  bearing  date  May  4,  1812.  He  had 
received  orders  from  the  commander-in-chief  of  the  military  forces  of  the 
Commonwealth,  dated  at  Cambridge,  April  25,  directing  him  to  detach 
from  the  4th  division  541  men,  officers  included,  to  hold  themselves  in 
readiness  to  march  at  a  moment's  warnin<i.  Bri2;ade  orders  directed  Lieut.- 
Col.  Hunt  to  detach  one  captain,  one  lieutenant,  one  ensign,  one  surgeon 
and  53  rank  and  file,  including  four  sergeants,  four  corporals,  three  drum- 
mers and  fifers.  Regimental  orders  directed  Capt.  Roswell  Dickinson, 
commanding  the  North  company,  to  consider  himself  detached  and  to 
detach  four  privates  from  his  command.  Capt..  Williams  was  ordered  to 
detach  one  corporal,  one  fifer  and  four  privates :  these  detachments  were 
to  be  made  before  June  i.  General  Orders  dated  at  headquarters,  Boston, 
July  3,  18 1 2,  signed  by  William  Donnison,  adjutant-general,  by  order  of 
the  commander-in-chief,  announced  that  w^ar  had  been  declared  by  the 
United  States  against  Great  Britain.  The  oflicers  and  privates  of  the 
various  military  organizations  were  enjoined  to  perfect  themselves  as 
thoroughly  as  possible  in  the  military  art,  that  they  might  be  prepared  to 
render  ]3rompt  and  efficient  service  if  called  upon.  General  orders  dated 
June  22  called  for  the  detachment  of  445  men,  including  officers,  from  the 
4th  division.  Regimental  orders  instructed  Capt.  Dickinson  to  detach 
three  privates  and  Capt.  Williams  four. 

A  meeting  of  the  captains  and  subalterns  of  the  com})anies  in  the  3d 
regiment  was  held  at  Elijah  Boltwood's  inn  at  .Vniherst,  Aug.  31,  1S12,  to 
till  a  vacancy  in  the  office  of  major.  At  this  meeting,  Capt.  Roswell  Dick- 
inson was  promoted  to  be  major.  Aug.  14,  a  notice  signed  b}-  Roswell 
Dickinson,  captain,  detached,  was  addressed  to  Capt.  Williams,  nolifyin;4 
him,  in  accordance  with  general  orders,  to  cause  the  men  detached  from 
his  conunand  to  appear  on  the  parade  near  the  Kast  parish  meeting-house, 
Aug.  21,  at  IDA.  M.,  for  the  purpose  of  being  insj)ected.  The  men  must 
be  equipped  in  every  particular  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  oi 
military  law  :  the  least  deficiency  would  not  be  excused.  Sept.  5,  orders 
were  issued  for  regimental  inspection,  on  Oct.  15,  "at  the  usual  place  of 
parade  below  the  West  parish  meeting-house  in  Amherst."  I  Ik-  capt.un^ 
were  directed  to  have  their  c(jmpanies  on  the  grounds  between  said 
Meeting  House  and  the  br(;(jk  at  the  South  end  of  the  parade  "  by  9  a.  m., 
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that  line  might  be  formed  by  lo.  During  the  year  1S13,  the  military 
situation  in  Massachusetts  was  unchanged  ;  there  was  no  demand  for  the 
services  of  the  militia  to  repel  a  foreign  invasion.  The  annual  regimental 
inspection  was  held  in  Amherst,  Oct.  i.  Aug.  22,  1814,  regimental  orders 
were  issued  signed  by  Col.  Hunt.  All  the  commissioned  and  non-com- 
missioned officers  and  the  musicians  of  the  3d  regiment  were  instructed  to 
assemble  Sept.  S,  at  9  a.  JvI.,  at  the  house  of  Isaac  Goodale,  inn-holder,  in 
Amherst.  The  officers  were  to  appear  with  their  arms  and  the  musicians 
with  their  respective  instruments.  The  meeting  was  preparatory  to  the 
approaching  review.  A  paragraph  at  the  end  of  the  orders  reads  as  follows  : 
"  Lt.  Col.  Hunt  presents. his  compliments  to  Rev.  Doct.  Parsons  and  Rev. 
Mr.  Perkins— to  Maj-Gen.  Mattoon  and  suite — to  Lt.  Col.  Porter  and  his 
staff — to  Majors  ]Mattoon  and  Leonard  and  to  Captains  Stebbins  of  the 
Artillery  and  Field  and  Dickinson  of  the  Cavalry,  with  their  respective 
Subalterns,  and  requests  them  severally  to  honor  the  meeting  by  their 
personal  attendance." 

J3ut  graver  matters  than  parades  and  inspections  were  soon  to  engage 
the  attention  of  the  citizen  soldiery.  A  Pritish  naval  expedition  had 
landed  on  the  coast  of  Maine  near  the  Penobscot,  occupying  territory  then 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  ^Massachusetts,  and  threatened  to  lay  waste  the 
coast  from  Maine  to  Georgia.  Governor  Strong  realized  that  the  time  for 
action  had  arrived.  General  orders  dated  at  headquarters,  Boston,  were 
issued  Sept.  6,  1S14.  They  stated  that  the  war  between  the  United  States 
and  Great  Britain  having  becon^ie  more  destructive,  in  consequence  of 
violations  of  ]\[assachusetts  territory  by  the  forces  of  the  enemy,  the  whole 
of  the  militia  were  to  hold  themselves  in  readiness  to  march  at  a  moment's 
notice.  I'he  four  companies  detached  from  the  4th  division  were  to  march 
to  Boston  immediately.  In  addition  to  these,  a  detachment  of  sixteen 
companies  v/as  to  be  made  at  once  from  the  4th  division,  properly  officered 
and  arranged  into  two  regiments,  to  march  to  I^oston  without  dela}-.  ?>Iaj. 
Gen.  Mattoon  was  charged  with  the  arrangement  of  these  regiments. 
Division  orders  were  issued  Sept.  9  by  Gen.  Mattoon.  ]h-igadifr-(ieneral 
Bliss  was  to  detach  one  regiment  of  infantry,  to  rendezvous  at  Palmer, 
and  from  there  march  to  l^oston.  Regimental  orders  issued  the  same  da)' 
instructed  Capt.  Williams  to  detach  from  his  com})any  one  lieutenant,  one 
drummer  and  14  rank  and  file:  Capt.  Dickinson  was  to  detach  one  ensign, 
one  sergeant  and  i  i  rank  and  file.  These  men  were  to  rendezvous  at 
Palmer  the  following  'Puesday.  The  lieutenant  detached  from  the  South 
company  was  Pnos  Dickinson,  w  ho  was  commissioned  ^Pi}- 22,  181  1.  and 
served  until  Jan.  30,  1S17.  'I'he  detaehinents  were  promi)tl\-  made,  as 
witness  the  following  copy  of  notitication  : 
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"Amherst,  Sept.  lo,  1S14, 

ToAdolphus  DiCRlXSOX, 

A  soldier  in  the  South  Company  in  Amherst  under  command  of  the  subscriber : 
Who  hereby  notifies  you,  that  in  pursuance  of  General  Orders  of  the  6'"  inst., 
Division  orders  of  the  9^*"  inst.,  Brigade  orders  of  the  g'^  inst.  and  Regimental 
orders  of  the  9'^  inst.  that  you  are  detached  from  his  Company  to  serve  in  the 
Service  of  this  Commonwealth  for  the  term  of  three  months  from  the  time  of 
rendezvous,  unless  sooner  discharged.  You  will  fortlnvith  be  equipped,  as  the 
Militia  law  of  this  Commonwealth  provides  repair  to  Palmer  on  Tuesday  the  13'-'' 
inst.  of  the  present  month,  where  you  will  be  under  the  command  of  L'  Colo.  Foote, 
who  is  detached  as  Commandant  of  the  detachment  from  the  first  Brigade  &  fourth 
Division  of  Massachusetts  Militia.  I'nless  you  report  yourself  to  me  within 
Twenty-four  hours,  or  send  me  an  able  bodied  Man  completely  equipped,  the 
Militia  Law  must  be  put  in  force  upon  you. 

Chester  Wh-leaims,  Cap'.*' 

There  is  no  record  of  the  names  of  the  men  detached  at  this  time,  or 
previously,  who  marched  to  Boston,  and,  having  enjoyed  a  taste  of  city  life, 
marched  back  again  without  having  gained  so  much  as  a  glimpse  of  a 
British  red-coat.  A  muster  roll  of  the  South  company,  undated  but  bearing 
the  name  of  Chester  Williams  as  captain,  contains  the  names  of  66  privates 
and  the  following  officers  :  Lieutenant,  Enos  Dickinson  ;  ensign,  Samuel 
Smith  ;  sergeants  and  musicians,  Elisha  LListings,  Seth  Smith,  Ebenezer 
Williams,  George  Xutting,  Elijah  Clark,  William  Rice.  From  this  roll  it 
would  appear  that  the  general  ec|uipment  rec^uired  for  each  man  included 
a  musket,  bayonet,  cartridge-box,  iron  rod,  scabbard  and  belt,  two  flints, 
wires  and  brushes,  knapsack,  24  cartridges  with  balls.  Some  of  the 
members  of  the  company  had  "  rille-guns."  Most  of  the  guns  in  use  were 
the  old-fashioned  flint-locks  ;  some  of  the  Hints  used  were  imported  and 
sold  at  the  stores,  others  were  of  home  manufacture.  Oliver  Clapp  had 
for  many  years  a  large  liint-rock  in  the  yard  in  front  of  his  tavern  at  East 
Amherst,  and  it  is  said  that  from  this  rock  the  men  in  Daniel  Shays' 
command  secured  their  flints.  Each  member  of  a  com]:)any  furnished  his 
own  arms  and  equipment,  paying  for  them  himself.  'Fhey  recei\'ed  no 
pay  for  their  services.  'JV3  them  the  modern  luxuries  of  armcjries  and  drill- 
halls  were  unknown.  They  were  obliged  to  do  military  duty  three  days 
each  year,  one  day  in  May  and  two  days  in  the  fall.  During  the  period  of 
the  war  with  (ircat  liritain,  the  authorities  insisted  on  three  full  days' 
service,  instead  of  half-days  as  was  fre(^iuently  the  custonu 

The  North  company  usually  paraded  in  front  of  I'^.lijah  Bollwood's 
tavern,  but  sometimes  selected  the  open  space  in  front  of  Morton  Dickin- 
son's corner  grocery,  which  stood  at  the  forks  of  the  road  near  the  site 
now  occupied  Ijy  the  house  of  Rev.  Milton  Waldo.  W  hen  the  members 
had  grown  tired  of  military  exercise,  they  would  regale  themselves  with  hoi 
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toddy  from  Dickinson's  store.  During  the  excitement  attendant  on  the 
opening  of  Triangle  street,  an  account  of  ^vhich  is  given  in  a  later  chapter 
in  this  volume,  some  of  the  members  of  the  company  refused  to  march 
through  this  street.  At  a  regimental  parade  in  1822,  \vhile  the  men  were 
off  duty  and  their  arms  were  stacked  on  the  village  common,  one  of 
the  guards  allowed  a  man  to  pick  up  a  musket,  which  he,  supposing  that 
it  was  not  loaded,  pointed  at  a  party  of  men  passing  by,  and  discharged. 
The  gun  chanced  to  be  loaded,  and  the  bullet  struck  and  killed  Dr.  Rice, 
a  young  physician  who  had  recently  located  at  Entield.  Blank  cartridges 
were  in  use  on  muster  days,  but  the  gun  in  question  had  been  borrowed  for 
the  occasion  and  the  fact  that  it  was  loaded  with  a  ball  cartridge  was 
unknown  to  the  borrower. 

Rufus  Dickinson  was  commissioned  captain  of  the  North  company.^NIay 
23,  181S,  and  continued  in  service  until  April  23,  1S24.  Oliver  ]3ickinson, 
2d,  was  commissioned  captain  of  the  South  company,  Aug.  5,  1S23,  con- 
tinuing in  service  until  Feb.  iS,  1826.  Warren  S.  Howland  was  commis- 
sioned captain  of  the  North  company,  April  24,-  1S29  ;  major  of  the  3d 
regiment,  Aug.  17,  1S29  ;  colonel  of  the  3d  regiment,  Jan.  19,  1831. 
Early  in  the  '30s,  the  organization  of  a  rifle  company  and  a  cavalry 
company  in  Amherst  caused  a  falling  off  in  interest  in  the  old  companies. 
They  became  careless  of  their  appearance  and  drill,  and  won  the  derisive 
title  of  the  Floodwood  "  militia,  which  clung  to  them  until  their  organiz- 
ation was  disbanded. 

May  24,  1S30,  Osmyn  Baker  was  commissioned  captain  of  an  inde- 
pendent rifle  company,  after\vards  known  as  the  Hampshire  Rangers.'' 
In  the  organization  of  this  company  O.  M.  Clapp  took  an  active  part. 
Like  the  North  and  South  companies,  it  was  attached  to  the  3d  regiment 
of  the  I  St  brigade  and  4th  division  of  militia.  Other  officers  of  the  company 
on  its  organization  were,  ist  lieutenant,  Robert  Cutler;  2d  lieutenant, 
Hervey  Hills.  For  a  long  time  this  v.as  accounted  the  tinest  militia 
company  in  Western  ]\rassachusetts.  It  is  thus  described  by  an  old-time 
admirer:  -'Taking  all  things  into  consideration,  the  apjoearance  of  the 
men,  their  beautiful  and  showy  uniforms,  the  character  of  tlie  men,  the 
perfection  of  their  drill,  marching,  etc.,  there  was  no  company  in  all  Xew 
England  that  could  beat  them,  and  I  doubt  if  any  out  of  Boston  that  did 
or  could  equal  the  Rangers."  Capt.  Baker  was  discharged,  at  his  own 
recjuest,  June  20,  1S33.  'Hrere  is  no  record  of  the  company's  doirgs  or  of 
the  date  when  it  dishaiuled. 

July  4,  1S29,  Luther  I''ox  was  connnissioned  captain  of  a  ca\-alry 
company  which  had  been  organized  lust  in  Sunderland,  remo\-ing  afterwards 
to  Leverett  and  thence  to  Amherst.  This  company  was  attached  to  the 
4th  regiment  of  cavalry  of  the  i  st  brigade.     Most  of  its  members  were 
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resident  in  Amherst,  but  a  few  came  from  Hadley,  Belchertown  and 
Pelham.  The  miUtia  law  permitted  those  liable  to  military  duty  to  serve 
in  the  "horse  companies  "  if  they  preferred  them  to  the  infantry,  llie 
company  was  accounted  a  fine  one  in  its  day,  disputing  with  the  rilie 
company  the  palm  of  popularity.  The  uniforms  of  the  company  were  blue 
Avith  red  trimmings,  a  black  chapeau  ornamented  with  black  plume.  Its 
members  were  armed  with  swords  and  with  pistols  carried  in  holsters. 
Capt.  Fox  was  discharged,  at  his  request,  Oct.  21,  1S30,  and  was  succeeded 
in  office  by  Alfred  Baker,  brother  to  Osmyn.  No  trace  can  be  found  of 
the  records  of  either  the  rille  or  the  cavalry  companies,  a  fact  much  to  be 
regretted. 


HAT  WORN  i;V   HA.MI'snrilE   KIFEE  RANGERS. 

In  answer  to  a  call  signed  by  23  men,  a  meeting  was  held  at  the 
Amherst  house,  June  29,  1849,  to  take  measures  for  organizing  a  milita'v 
coiri])any.  J.  \V.  Boyden  served  as  chairipan  of  the  meeting.  Itwas\  oted 
to  form  a  military  comjxmy,  and.  after  some  discussioii.  that  it  be  an 
artillery  company.  A  petition  addressed  to  Gov.  George  X.  Ihiggs  was 
drawn  up  and  given  into  the  hands  of  a  conimittee,  to  circulate  and  secure 
signatures  to  it.  The  connnittee.  having  seemed  -j  ?  name>.  forwarded  the 
petition  to  the  g()\-ernor.  At  a  meeting  held  Jul}-  12,  a  letter  written  by 
Adjutant-General  G.  II.  l)e\ereux,  addressed  to  1.  F.  Conkey,  Ivsq.  was 
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read.  General  Devereux  called  attention  to  the  fact  that  it  was  customary 
for  towns  to  provide  armories  for  companies  organized  within  their  limits. 
If  the  petitioners  would  arrange  to  provide  in  any  way  a  suitable  gun- 
house  and  armory  for  the  safe-keeping  of  their  equipments,  he  would  at 
once  issue  an  order  to  carry  the  petition  into  execution.  Arrangements  were 
made  for  complying  with  the  requirements  stated  in  the  letter.  The  matter 
of  a  suitable  miiform  was  then  discussed,  when  Joseph  Colton  agreed  to 
provide  for  each  member  of  the  company  a  uniform  as  good  in  every  way 
as  that  worn  by  the  members  of  the  Northampton  artiller}'  company,  at  an 
expense  of  Si 5  each.  Notice  having  been  given  to  the  adjutant-general 
that  arrangements  had  been  completed  for  caring  for  the  public  property, 
he  issued  the  following  order,  dated  at  Boston,  July  24,  1S49  • 

"  Whereas  the  Commander  in  Chief  has  been  notified,  that  forty-ei;a,"ht  men 
have  enlisted  for  the  formation  of  a  Company  of  Artillery  in  the  Town  of  Amherst 
and  \'icinity,  leave  having  been  granted  for  the  organization  of  said  Company,  to 
be  attached  as  Artillery  Company  A  to  the  First  liattalion  of  Artillery,  6th  Ih  i-ade 
3d  Division  M.  V.  M.;  His  Excellency  directs  that  a  meeting  be  held  immediately 
for  the  choice  of  Officers.'' 

At  a  meeting,  held  at  the  Amherst  house,  Aug.  1 1,  officers  were  elected 
as  follows:  Captain,  L  F.  Conkey ;  ist  lieutenant,  Joseph  Colton;  2d 
lieutenant,  William  FMckinson,  1st;  3d  lieutenant,  M.  F.  Dickinson;  4th 
lieutenant,  Joseph  R.  Payson  ;  ist  sergeant  and  clerk,  J.  W.  Toyden  ;  2d 
sergeant,  J.  S.  Slate  ;  3d  sergeant,  W.  H.  Lawton  ;  4th  sergeant,  Alonzo 
Nutting;  5th  sergeant.  C.  15.  Cutter  ;  ist  corporal,  ]).  A.  Dickinson;  2d 
corporal,  W.  M.  Dickinson;  3d  corporal,  A.  D.  Cushman  ;  4th  corporal. 
J).  S.  Warner.  -  The  company's  lirst  drill  after  organization  was  held  at 
South  Amherst,  Aug.  15  ;  the  second  at  North  Amherst,  Aug.  iS  ;  the  third 
at  the  center,  Aug.  21.  Aug.  23,  Capt.  Conkey  acknowledged  to  the  adju- 
tant-general the  receipt  of  public  property  as  follows  :  60  muskets,  60 
cartridge  boxes,  belts  and  plates,  60  bayonet  scabbards  and  plate. >.  60  gun 
slings,  five  sergeants'  swords  and  belts,  live  sergeants'  bayonet  scabbards, 
60  priming  wires  and  brushes. 

At  a  meeting  held  Sept.  4,  a  constitution  and  by-laws  were  adopted, 
being  signed  by  48  men.  All  persons  belonging  to  the  company  were  to 
provide  themselves  with  the  uniform  established  i)y  law  for  artil!er\- 
companies,  witli  the  following  varia*Lion,  "  a  black  felt-bodied  cap  with  a 
ureath  and  letter  A  in  front  and  ])ompous  of  red  and  white.''  The  right  to 
use  tills  distinctive  badge  was  granted  by  si)ecial  permission  of  the  adjutant- 
general.  'I'he  company  was  to  l)e  called  out  for  drill  or  parade  at  least 
twice  a  year  in  addititm  to  the  trainings  reciuired  by  law.  Provisions  were 
made  for  fining  nieinbjrs  f(;r  :d)sence  or  neglect  of  duty  ;  others  rtTitcd  to 
the  disciplip.e  of  olYender.s  again>t  the  rules.     Joseph  Cohon  was  elected 
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treasurer  of  the  company.  Sept.  6,  Capt.  Conkey  acknowledged  the 
receipt  from  the  adjutant-general  of  one  snare  drum  and  one  fife.  The 
company  held  its  first  parade  in  uniform  Sept.  12,  on  the  parade-ground  in 
front  of  the  residence  of  Dr.  Gridley,  on  Amity  street.  Sept.  19  and  20, 
the  company  attended  the  battalion  encampment.  Line  was  formed  in 
Northampton,  near  the  burying  ground,"  and  the  company  marched  to 
Camp  Springdale."'  The  other  artillery  companies  in  the  battalion  were 
from  Northampton,  Eelchertown  and  Plainfield.  Two  infantry  regiments 
also  took  part  in  the  encampment,  one  composed  of  companies  from 
Tranklin  county  towns,  the  other  of  Hampden  county  companies.  A  com- 
petitive drill  of  the  artillery  companies  gave  the  place  of  honor  to  North- 
ampton, with  the  Amherst  company  second.  Oct.  26,  Capt.  Conkey 
acknowledged  the  receipt  of  nine  tents  and  fixtures.  The  company 
paraded  Oct.  31,  cattle-show  day,"'  and  was  greatly  admired.  In  January, 
1850,  Joseph  Colton  was  promoted  to  be"  major  in  the  artillery  regiment. 
The  members  of  the  company  received  from  the  state  S5  each  per  annum 
for  their  services. 

May  29,  1S50,  Capt.  Conkey  acknowledged  the  receipt  of  the  following 
public  property  :  .Two  brass  cannon  Csix-pounders),  two  carriages  for  same, 
one  caisson,  three  setts  of  harness  for  two  horses  each,  one  spare  wheel 
and  pole,  four  rammers  and  sponges,  two  worms,  two  linstocks,  two  port- 
fire stocks,  four  haversacks,  two  portfire  cases,  two  gun-covers,  two  port- 
fire clippers,  two  vent  covers,  five  trail  handpikes,  three  tar  buckets,  four 
thumstalls,  two  sponge  buckets,  two  poaches  and  belts,  three  tin  hooks,  two 
priming  horns,  two  vent  punchers,  two  priming  wires,  two  prolonges,  ten  bri- 
coles,  two  tangent  scales,  one  pick-axe,  one  shovel,  two  tompions,  20  artillery 
swords,  20  sword-belts.  On  the  same  day,  the  company  formed  for  the 
first  time  in  the  armoiy  just  completed  for  its  reception.  This  armory 
was  a  two-story  wooden  building ;  it  stood  a  little  to  the  west  of 
the  old  Amherst  house ;  the  cannon  were  stored  in  the  lower  story 
and  the  other  equipments  in  the  room  above.  Members  of  the  company 
were  assessed  37  1-2  cents  each  for  fitting  up  the  armory.  July  4,  1850, 
the  company  celebrated  Independence-day  by  firing  a  salute,  and  afterwards 
marched  to  Mount  IMeasant,  where  the  members  were  entertained  in 
hospitable  manner.  News  was  received,  July  13,  of  the  death  of  I'resiclent 
Taylor,  and  the  company  fired  half-iiburs  guns  from  i  2  o'clock  until  sunset, 
flisplaying  the  flag  upon  their  armory-building  at  half-mast  in  honor  to  his 
memory.  Jiadges  of  niDurning  were  worn  by  the  com  pan},  when  in 
uniform,  for  the  ensuing  six  months.  'I'he  company  attended  the  annu.il 
encamj)ment,  Aug.  28  and  29,  at  "Camp  Nonotuck  "  on  the  meadows 
below  Northampton. 
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Feb.  15,  1S51,  \\'illiain  Dickinson  was  elected  captain  of  the  company, 
in  place  of  I.  F.  Conkey,  discharged  at  his  own  request  ;  William  Dickin- 
son served  as  captain  until  May,  185  i,  when  he  was  discharged  that  he 
might  accept  an  appointment  as  quartermaster  on  the  staff  of  Col.  Hawks 
of  the  3d  regiment  of  artillery  ;  Marquis  F.  Dickinson  was  elected  captain 
of  the  company,  May  21.  April  24,  1852,  the  company,  on  invitation  of 
the  Northampton  artillery  company,  assisted  the  latter  in  escorting  Louis 
Kossuth,  the  illustrious  Hungarian  chief,"  from  the  depot  in  Northampton 
to  the  house  of  Frastus  Hopkins,  and  thence  to  the  old  church,  where  he 
delivered  an  address.  Owing  to  a  freshet  which  covered  the  Hadley 
meadows  for  100  yards  east  of  the  bridge,  the  members  of  the  Amherst 
company  were  compelled  to  cross  the  Connecticut  river  in  boats. 
'J'he  company  organization  was  continued  until  some  time  in  1854,  but 
the  last  entry  in  the  record-book  concerning  meetings  is  given  under 
date  of  Aug.  21,  1S52.  The  regimental  encampment  in  1S52  was  held  at 
"Camp  Mattoon,"  on  land  of  Thomas  Jones  near  the  place  now  occupied 
by  Dr.  C.  A.  Goessmann.  The  encampment  in  1S54  was  held  at  ''Camp 
Amherst  "  near  Mount  Doma,  Sept.  5,  6,  and  7.  Of  those  who  served  as 
the  first  ofhcers  of  the  company,  James  W.  Boyden  was  afterwards 
promoted  to  be  colonel,  and  L  F.  Conkey  lieutenant-colonel  of  the  3d 
regiment. 

A  meeting  was  held  Aug.  7,  1S69,  at  the  hall  occupied  by  E.  M. 
Stanton  Grand  Army  post,  in  the  interest  of  raising  a  militia  company  in 
Amherst  ;  40  persons  present  signified  their  desire  to  join  such  an  organ- 
ization. The  company  was  duly  organized,  was  known  as  Company 
C,  and  was- attached  to  the  2d  regiment  of  the  3d  brigade.  The 
following  officers,  duly  elected,  received  commissions  dated  Aug.  14,  1S69  : 
Edmund  ])oltwood,  captain;  James  A.  ]]aker,  isl  lieutenant;  W'yett  ^L 
liassett,  2d  lieutenant.  The  non-commissioned  officers  were  as  follows  : 
1st  sergeant,  Lorenzo  Draper;  2d  sergeant,  \V.  S.  Cook;  3d  sergeant,  ]>. 
R.  Franklin  ;  4th  sergeant,  George  H.  Bell  ;  5th  sergeant,  \\.  F.  Johnson  ; 
corporals,  George  H.  Walker,  George  W.  Hunt,  F.  Iventfield,  H.  Snow, 
Charles  Clapp,  J.  1).  Parsons,  Charles  Dadmun,  E.  ]].  Sears.  'J"he  Record 
announced  under  date  of  Aug.  19,  1S69,  that  the  selectmen  h;Kl  secured 
the  Velocipede  Rink"  as  temporary  quarters  for  the  militia  companw 
but  that  Agricultural  hall  was  being'fitted  up  as  an  armory  and  would  be 
ready  for  use  in  a  few  weeks.  Dec.  13,  1871,  James  A.  Jiaker  was  com- 
missioned capt;iiM  of  the  comp;in\',  L(jrenzo  Drai)er  i  st  lieuten<\nt.  Ch.n  les 
L.  Goodale  2(1  lieutenant.  Feb.  7,  1873,  Lorenzo  Draper  was  (^uninis- 
sioned  ca[;t.iin  and  Frank  \\.  Dickinson  i  st  lieutenant.  'Die  compaii)' was 
disbanded  about  Sept.  i,  1874. 
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In  June,  1SS7,  a  petition  headed  by  the  name  of  H.  E.  Messingcr. 
and  signed  by  prominent  citizens  of  Amherst,  including  the  selectmen, 
was  forwarded  to  the  governor,  requesting  the  appointment  of  a  company 
in  Amherst  to  be  attached  to  the  state  militia.  The  petition  was  granted 
in  November,  the  adjutant-general's  order  specifying  that  it  should  be  known 
as  Co.  K,  and  be  attached  to  the  2d  regiment,  ist  brigade  of  state  militia. 
The  company  was  organized  Nov.  19,  with  49  members,  H.  E.  Messingcr 
was  elected  captain,  E.  G.  Thayer  1st  lieutenant,  and  G.  Towne  2d 
lieutenant.  Capt.  ]\Iessinger  soon  resigned  his  office,  being  succeeded  by 
Willis  G.  Towne,  whose  commission  as  captain  bears  date  April  10,  iSSS. 
On  the  resignation  of  Captain  Towne,  E.  G.  lliayer  was  elected  captain, 
his  commission  bearing  date  May  22,  1SS9.  In  accordance  with  state  law, 
towns  in  wbich  military  companies  are  established  are  obliged  to  furnish 
suitable  armories  for  their  accommodation,  the  rental  of  which  is  paid  by 
the  state.  Co.  K's  first  armory  was  estal^lished  in  Kellogg's  block,  and 
was  removed  in  1S8S  to  Hunt's  block.  At  the  annual  town-meeting  in 
1890,  the  town  voted  to  instruct  the  selectmen  to  build  a  drill-hall  on  the 
rear  of  the  town  hall  lot,  appropriating  $2,000  to  defray  the  expense.  The 
hall  was  built  during  the  ensuing  summer  and  fall,  and  was  dedicated  with 
appropriate  ceremonies,  Dec.  16.  In  1S94,  the  policy  of  the  state  to  con- 
centrate its  militia  forces  in  the  cities  and  larger  towns  caused  the  company 
to  be  disbanded. 


CHAPTER  XLIV. 


Taverxs  and  Stage  Routes.- — Boltwoud's  Tavern. — The  Mansion 
House. — Hvoelax  Ho  i  el. — IJagos'  Tavern. — Lnns  at  Nor  i  h, 
East  and  South  Amherst. — Early  Siage  Routes. — Sta(;e 
Drivers. 

The  taverns  or  inns  of  old  New  England  ha\-e  furnished  to  the 
romance-writer  abundant  material  for  fai?cy  to  work  upon  :  to  the  historian 
they  furnish  facts  more  valuable,  if,  [KMchance,  less  interesting.  The 
centers  of  social  life  and  acti\  it\-  at  home,  the}'  were,  as  well,  the  gate\\  a\  s 
to  the  outer  world.  The}' welcomed  to  their  cosv  bar-rooms,  their  bounlitul 
tables  and  their  spacious  chambers  tra\'elers  from  all  parts  of  their  own 
and  foreign  lands.  I'atterned  after  their  i)iotoiypes  in  l'"nglan(l.  they 
became  as  democratic  as  the  peoj)le  ainoiig  whom  the}'  llourishecl.  The 
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clergy  did  not  disdain  their  hospitality  ;  the  politicians  gathered  within 
their  walls  for  caucuses  and  conventions  ;  society  assembled  at  them  for 
balls  and  receptions.  •  The  complete  history  of  the  taverns  and  hotels  of 
Amherst,  could  it  be  written,  would  contain  matter  of  greater  interest  than 
anything  which  finds  a  place  in  these  pages,  but  it  remains,  and  ever  must, 
unwritten  history.  But  a  few  plain  facts  are  here  presented.  Some  of 
the  Amherst  taverns  were  but  small  houses,  of  little  more  than  local 
repute  ;  others  were  known  to  most  of  the  inhabitants  in  towns  up  and  down 
the  valley,  and  to  all  who  traveled  over  the  old  stage  routes  from  ]]oston  to 
Albany.  To  the  latter  class  belonged  the  IJoltwood  tavern  at  the  center 
village,  Baggs  tavern  at  East  Amherst  and  the  Cook  tavern  on  the  old  J  Jay 
road.  The  Clapp  tavern,  of  earlier  date,  has  already  been  mentioned  in 
connection  with  the  Shays  rebellion.  Mention  has  also  been  made  of 
Warner's  and  Nash's  tavern,  and  others  of  the  well-known  hostelries  that 
flourished  in  the  antc-revolutionary  period. 

The  Warner  tavern  stood  on  or  near  the  site  now  occupied  by  the 
Amherst  house.  It  was  erected  about  the  year  .  1 757,  since  which  time  a 
tavern  or  hotel  has  ever  been  located  there.  The  property  was  owned  by  Rev, 
David  Parsons,  being  a  part  of  the  land  given  him  by  the  Third  Precinct 
for  his  settlement.  When  he  died,  in  17S1,  he  willed  to  his  son  Gideon 
the  tavern-house."  Gideon  Parsons  was  a  licensed  innkeeper  in  1777, 
and  for  many  years  thereafter.  He  was  succeeded  by  Joel  Dickinson, 
who  conducted  the  tavern  a  few^  years  ;  he  was,  in  turn,  succeeded,  in  1S04, 
by  Solomon  Boltwood,  and  the  latter,  in  1S06,  by  Elijah  Boltwood.  Eor 
more  than  thirty  years  the  Boltwood  tavern  ranked  among  the  best-known 
inns  in  Western  ^Massachusetts.  Its  genial  landlord,  its  excellent  attend- 
ance, its  well-stocked  bar,  commended  it  strongly  to  the  traveling  public. 
Many  a  wayfarer  whose  route  lay  through  Amherst  timed  his  arrival  so 
that  he  might  enjoy  for  the  night  the  hospitality  of  this  country  inn.  Its 
old  registers  bore  the  names  of  many  men  of  national  and  some  of  inter- 
national fame,  while  in  front  of  the  bar-room  tire  at  night  sat  doctors  of 
divinity,  learned  lawyers,  members  of  the  General  Court  and  of  Congress. 
And  yet,  in  hospitality  it  was  thoroughly  democratic;  within  its  walls  the 
professional  man  and  statesman  met  on  ecpial  ternis  the  man  who  labored 
with  his  hands  for  a  scant  subsistence. 

Inhere  is  no  picture  in  existence  of  the  original  tavern  ;  it  is  doubtful 
.  if  one  was  ever  made.  In  the  days  of  Crideon  Parsons,  it  was  a  small,, 
one-story,  wooden  building  with  ganibrel  vooi,  i)ainted  white  in  accordance 
with  the  fashion  of  the  times.  When  l-'.lijah  Bc^ltwood  first  took  possession 
it  was  a  two-story  .structure,  but  whether  a  new  building,  or  the  old  one- 
remodeled,  it  is  iniix;ssible  to  state  with  certainty.  The  ground  on  whic  h 
it  stood  was  some  twelve  to  fifteen  feet  higher  than  the  present  street  line 
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:and  the  building  stood  some  distance  back  from  the  highway.    The  tavern 
^vas  painted  yellow,  and  from  a  stout  post  in  front  was  suspended  the  old 
•sign  of  which  an  excellent  likeness  is  presented  on  the  opposite  page. 
The  bar-room  was  at  the  front,  as  became  the  most  important  room  in  an 
old-time  tavern.    On  the  second  floor  was  a  ball-room,  arched  overhead 
-and  extending  to  the  roof.    Here  were  held  the  old-time  assemblies  and 
dances,  with  dinners  served  on  state  occasions.    About  182 1,  when  Amherst 
'College  was  established,  the  wooden  building  was  torn  down  and  a  large, 
substantial  three-story  building  of  brick  erected  in  its  stead.     In  the  rear 
■was  a  kitchen,  built  of  wood,  one  story  in  height. 

Elijah  Boltwood,  son  of  Samuel,  was  born  Feb.  19,  1780.    He  was  a 
kind-hearted  man  and  universal  favorite.    A  married  man,  but  having  no 
•children,  he  was  known  to  nearly  everyone  as  *'  Uncle  Elijah.''    He  dearly 
"ioved  a  joke,  possessing  also  the  rare  quality  of  appreciation  when  the  joke 
was  at  his  expense.    Generous  almost  to  a  fault,  he  sought  abundance, 
ease  and  comfort  rather  than  profit.    As  one,  still  living,  who  knew  him. 
has  happily  expressed  it,  he  in  some  way  bridged  the  gap  between  the 
■  different  classes.    Honored  and  esteemed  by  his  fellow  townsmen,  he 
.served  them  as  representative  to  the  General  Court  in  1S29,  iS34and  1S35. 
He  devoted  much  of  his  spare  time  to  gardening  and  tioriculture  ;  much 
of  the  shrubbery  in  the  old  West  cemetery  was  planted  by  him.  When, 
in  183S,  he  sold  the  Loltwood  tavern  to  Har\'ey  Rockwood,  he  retired  to 
-his  farm  at  the  foot  of  the  hill  on  Amity  street,  afterwards  owned  by  the 
•late  Charles  S.  Smith,  where  he  occupied  himself  in  the  culture  of  fruits 
•and  early  vegetables  until  his  death,  which  occurred  Feb.  13,  1855. 

When  Harvey  Rockwood  bought  the  tavern  he  enlarged  it  by  erecting 
a  two-story  addition  in  the  rear,  along  the  street  line,  and  by  ler,gthening 
the  kitchen  and  building  a  hall  over  it.    'J'he  ground  surrounding  the 
•  building  was  cut  away  and  tlie  cellar  made  over  into  abasement  which  was 
occupied  by  the  billiard-room,  bar-room  and  saloons.    He  also  changed 
the  name  to  the  xVmherst   house.    ^Ir.   l^ockwood  sold  out  in  1845  ^'^ 
Albin  V.  Flowe,  and  subsequently  kept  the  I'nited  States  hotel  in  Hai  tford, 
•Conn.     He  was  a  quiet,  gentlemanly  man,  highly  esteemed  by  all  who 
knew  him.    Albin  1*.  }Iowe  was  born  iii   Marlboro  in   1806;  previous  to 
engaging  in  tlie  hotel  business  he  had  owned  a  market  in  Andierst.  He 
•conducted  the  Amherst  house  successfulJy  for  many  years,  selling  out,  in 
1867,  to  Francis  Kingmaii,  at  that  time  j^roprietor  of   the  Mansion  house 
at  Xorthampton.    Mr.  Kingman  retained  possession  about  t'i\  e  }ears,  when 
he  sold  the  ])roperty  to  I.  F.  Con  key  and  E.  F.  Cook,  who  owned  it  in 
j)artner.shi[j  until  about  1878,  when  it  passetl  into  Mr.  Conkey's  posses- 
sion,    Mr.  Kingman  was  succeeded  as  landlord  by  George  L.  Parker,  who 
^remained  in  charge  about  five  years,  being  succeeded  by  N.  S.  lieebe,  who 
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conducted  the  hotel  until  it  was  burned  in  the  disastrous  fire  of  July 
4,  1S79. 

fklward  Conkey  had  bargained  for  the  property  and  was  to  have 
taken  possession  July  6,  1S79.  As  soon  as  the  rubbish  remaining  from 
the  fire  could  be  cleared  away  the  work  of  rebuilding  began,  and  the 
present  Amherst  house  was  completed  and  ready  for  occupancy  in  July. 
iSSo.  It  is  a  handsome  and  substantial  structure  of  brick,  four  stories  in 
height,  occupying  two  sides  of  a  quadrangle,  its  east  wall  90  feet  in  length 
and  its  north  wall  1 03  feet.  Landlord  Conkey  conducted  the  house  for 
seven  years  until  Oct.  1.18S7,  when  it  was  leased  to  James  B.  Ryan  for  a 
term  of  five  years.  Nov.  7,  iSSS,  JNIr.  Ryan  sold  his  lease  to  C.  G.  Putney, 
who  carried  on  the  business  until  March  4,  18S9.  when  a  new  lease  was 
made  out  to  Lorenzo  Chase.  Mr.  Chase  continued  in  possession  until 
April  1,  1894,  when  D.  H.  Kendrick  became  manager  of  the  hotel. 

Noah  Webster  removed  with  his  family  from  Amherst  in  1822.  The 
large  house  he  built  and  resided  in,  near  the  east  end  of  Phoenix  Row, 
was  soon  afterwards  converted  into  a  hotel.  In  1828,  it  was  conducted  by 
Russell  Cooley,  who  was  succeeded,  in  1S32,  by  Thomas  Gilbert,  better 
known  as  "General"  Gilbert.  In  1S37,  the  house  was  conducted  bv 
Aurelius  L^ickinson,  who  owned  it  at  the  time  it  was  destroyed  by  fire,  in 
February,  1S3S.  It  was  known  as  the  Mansion  house  and  was  in  its  day 
a  popular  hostelry. 

The  Hygeian  hotel  to  the  east  of  Phoenix  Row,  was  opened  to  the 
public  Aug.  15,  1S51.  It  was  first  conducted  by  Henry  Frink.  He  was 
succeeded,  in  1853,  by  A.  P.  Sj^aulding,  and  the  latter,  in  1855,  by  R.  S. 
Lincoln.  Mr.  .Lincoln  changed  the  name  to  the  American  house,  and 
conducted  the  business  successfully  until  1864,  when  he  was  succeeded  by 
J.  B.  Wood.  The  hotel  business  was  given  up  in  November,  1868,  since 
which  time  the  building  has  been  used  for  residence  and  business  purposes. 
A  glance  at  the  hotel  registers  shows  that  the  house  was  a  popular  one, 
entertaining  many  distinguished  guests. 

In  1853,  the  Amherst  and  Ik-lchertown  railway  company  built  a  house 
on  ivlain  street  just  east  of  the  railway  tracks,  for  the  use  of  one  of  its 
conductors.  This  house  was  purchased  in  1857  by  Simon  Whitney, 
who  christened  it  tiie  I'nion  house  and  conducted  it  as  a  hotel,  hi  1865. 
Mr.  Whitney  sold  the  ])roperty  to  Tabor  'J\  Sisson,  who  has  owned  and 
managed  it  since  that  time. 

The  proi:)erty  at  the  nortluvest  corner  of  l^leasant  and  Amity  streets 
was  purchased  in  1868  by  William  L.  (junn.  It  was  opened  as  a  hotel. 
ALay  4,  1877.  Nov.  20,  1S82,  Mr.  ( lunn  sold  the  propeily  to  I'rank  \\ 
Wood.  Mr.  Wood  conducted  a  hotel  on  the  i)remises  for  nearly  ten \ears. 
meeting  with  excellent  success.     Me  sold  the  pioperty  in  April,   1892,  to 
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Lorenzo  Chase,  since  which  time  it  has  been  known  as  the  Amherst 
House  Annex." 

John  Baggs  was  a  licensed  innholder  at  East  Amherst  as  early  as 
1818.  His  tavern  was  one  of  the  best-known  in  this  section.  In  1S20, 
it  was  the  established  place  for  holding  probate  court.  In  1S2S,  it  wa:> 
the  headquarters  of  the  democratic  party  in  town,  where  caucuses  were  held 
and  the  politicians  gathered  in  the  bar-room  of  an  evening  to  discuss  tlK^ 
state  of  the  country.  It  was  famous  for  the  excellence  of  the  liquors 
served  over  its  bar  and  the  royal  good  times  that  were  enjoyed  by  those 
who  loved  the  liquors,  not  wisely  but  too  well.  It  was  a  favorite  gathering 
place  for  the  old  stage-drivers,  who  found  in  its  toddy  and  its  flip  a  power- 
ful antidote  against  winter's  cold  and  summer's  heat.  In  1825,  and  for 
several  years  thereafter,  the  tavern  was  conducted  by  Luther  Waite.  In 
1830,  the  proprietor  was  Josiah  Sprout.  In  1S34,  Mr.  Sprout  was  succeeded 
by  Amasa  Da\'is,  better  known  as  "  Dr.".  Davis.  In  1S35.  Sumner  Gates 
was  in  possession,  but  his  license  did  not  permit  the  sale  of  liquors.  ^Ir. 
Gates  was  succeeded  in  1836  by  Alpheus  H.  Hyde.  In  1S42,  and  for 
several  years  afterward,  the  house  was  again  owned  by  John  IJaggs.  In 
1856,  it  was  owned  by  P.  T.  Donovan,  who  changed  its  name  to  the 
"  Exchange  hotel.''  Mr.  Donovan  carried  on  the  business  until  his  death 
in  1865  ;  the  house  is  now  occupied  by  his  widow. 

In  1831,  Leonard  M.  Hills  was  a  licensed  innholder  and  kept  a  tavern 
at  East  Amherst  in  the  house  now  owned  and  occupied  by  John  Pitman. 
Mr.  Elills  was  succeeded  by  Charles  Rust,  in  1S33.  In  1S46,  Simon  W. 
Whitney  kept  a  tavern  at  East  Amherst,  which  he  called  the  Hampshire 
House."  His  license  as  innholder  did  not  permit  the  sale  of  liquor  on 
the  premises.  -  ]Mr.  Whitney  sold  the  house  in  1856  to  Heniy  Davis  :  the 
latter  was  succeeded  by  James  Goodspeed.  Later  on  the  property  passed 
into  the  hands  of  the  Second  parish  and  the  house  was  used  as  a  parsonage. 
\\'hen  the  building  now  used  as  a  parsonage  was  erected,  the  old  buildini; 
was  removed  a  few  rods  and  sold  to  Loren  Ball,  who  now  occupies  it. 
For  several  years  in  the  early  part  of  the  century  Andrew  Kimball,  com- 
monly known  as  "  Master  "  Kimball,  kept  a  tavern  in  what  is  now  known 
as  the  'A\'arner  house,"  yet  standing,  in  "  Hawley  Swamp." 

As  early  as  1S18,  Rufus  Kellogg  was  a  licensed  innkeeper  and  kej^t  a 
tavern  at  the  "'City."  He  sold  the  place  to  Leprelate  Draper  who 
occupied  it  as  a  residence.  Solomon  J]ond,  a  licensed  iimkeeper  in  1S03, 
kept  a  tavern  on  what  is  known  as  the  Howard  ])lace  "  at  North  Amherst. 
He  sold  out  to  Stephen  We-cks.  Mr.  Weeks  was  licensed  as  an  innkeeper 
in  1828;  in  1832,  he  kepi  a  ta\ern  at  his  house  in  the  northwest  i)art  of 
the  town  on  what  is  known  as  the  Lyman  Smith  place.  lie  continued  in 
business  until  along  in  the  '40s.    (Jliver  Dickinson  kept  a  tavern  at  North 
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TAVERNS  AT  NORTH  AND  SOUTH  AMHERST. 


Amherst  in  the  closing  years  of  the  i8th  century.  John  Dickinson,  son  of 
Xehemiah,  built  a  house  at  North  Amherst  which  he  intended  to  conduct 
as  a  tavern,  but  his  cousin  Oliver  having  opened  a  public  house  in  tb^e 
near  neighborhood  he  gave  up  the  project  for  the  time.  His  son  Chester 
opened  the  house  as  a  tavern  in  iSio  and  conducted  it  for  many  years. 
"  Squire  Chester,"  as  he  was  known,  was  a  typical  New  England  landlorvi. 
bluff,  hearty,  mindful  of  the  comfort  of  his  guests.  The  tavern,  a  large 
three-story  building  with  a  gambrel  roof,  was  the  best-known  of  any  in  tb.e 
north  part  of  the  town.  The  property  was  sold  in  the  '30s  to  Joshiui 
Hobart,  who  used  the  house  as  a  residence.  It  stood  on  the  site  of  tb.e 
dwelling  house  now  occupied  by  William  A.  Smith,  and  was  torn  down  in 
May,  1884. 

Roswell  Paine  was  a  licensed  innholder  in  1803,  and  Mary  Paine  was 
licensed  in  1S06.  There  was  a  Paine  tavern  "  conducted  for  many  years 
on  Shays  street  at  South  Amherst,  in  what  was  known  as  the  '-Moss man 
house,"  which  was  burned  in  18SS.  Jonathan  Bridgman  was  a  licensed 
innl^eper  in  1S15,  as,  at  a  later  time,  was  Theodore  Bridgman.  lM:ie  Bridg- 
man tavern  was  located  on  the  Bay  road  at  South  Amherst,  in  the  house 
now  occupied  by  Mrs.  C.  M.  Porter.  In  1825,  and  for  several  years  there- 
after, Ansel  Percival  kept  a  tavern  on  the  green  at  South  Amherst,  the 
house  standing  on  the  site  now  occupied  by  William  H.  Smith's  barn.  In 
1 82 1,  Joab  Bartlett  kept  a  tavern  on  the  Bay  road  at  South  Amherst  ;  he 
was  succeeded  in  1S26,  by  Dwight  Bartlett,  and  the  latter,  in  1828,  bv 
James  Cook.  jNIr.  Cook  called  his  tavern  the  American  hotel.  It  was  a 
wooden  building  two  stories  in  height,  with  an  ell  extending  to  the  north. 
It  stood  on  the  site  of  the  house  now  occupied  by  John  J.  ]\Ioriarty,  and 
was  burned  Sept.  29,  1S76.     It  was  a  famous  tnvern  in  its  day. 

'J'he  above  list  contains  the  names  of  the  principal  taverns  and  hotels 
that  have  been  conducted  in  Amherst  during  the  present  century.  It  is 
known  that  others  existed,  but  little  reliable  information  can  be  obtained 
concerning  them,  'i'hc  licensed  innkeepers  in  Amherst  in  iSoo  were  George 
Williamson,  Abigail  Rood.  Stephen  Smith,  Medad  Dickinson  and  Joshua 
McMaster.  Geoige  Williamson  was,  in  1804,  a  resident  of  the  West 
]Middle  District.  'J"he  house  now  occupied  by  Rev.  Nelson  Scott  was 
known  at  one  time  as  the  Williamson  tavern.  The  Rood  family  li\e(l  in 
the  northeast  part  of  the  town,  tlie  McMaster  family  at  the  south.  The 
house  recently  occupied  by  James  Cowles,  at  North  Amherst,  was 
known  in  early  times  as  Smith's  tavern.  In  1801,  Nathan  1"uttie,  John 
I'ynchon  and  John  McAIaster  were  licensed  innholders.  In  1802,  Joel 
Billings  kept  a  tavern  at  l'".ist  Amherst.  In  1803,  Cliarles  Willi<im.sf)n, 
Ithamar  Smith  and  l'".benezer  Ingram  were  innkeej)ers.  In  1807,  l"'.arl 
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Albee  kept  a  tavern,  probably  in  the  north  part  of  the  town.  In  1S09. 
and  for  several  years  thereafter,  Samuel  D.  Ward  kept  a  tavern,  probablv 
at  East  Amherst.  Sessions  of  the  probate  court  were  held  at  \\"ard"s 
tavern  in  1S09  and  1S17.  In  1S14,  Isaac  Goodale  kept  a  tavern,  probably 
at  the  south  part  of  the  town.  H.  \\'right  Strong  was  a  licensed  innholder 
in  1824. 

As  the  hotels  of  the  present  day  depend  largely  upon  the  railway 
lines  to  furnish  them  with  patrons,  so  did  the  old-time  taverns  depend 
upon  the  stage  routes  to  provide  them  with  guests.  Amherst,  being  on  the 
direct  route  between  Boston  and  Albany,  enjoyed  early  in  the  century  the 
advantages  of  connection  by  stage  line  with  the  outer  world.  Amherst 
had  regular  communication  ^  ith  Boston  and  that  part  of  the  world,  as  well 
as  with  Lake  Champlain,  as  early  as  1759,  ^'^'^^'^^^  Christopher  Page  madt; 
regular  trips  between  Boston,  Amherst  and  Deerlield.  Beyond  Deerheld, 
the  service  was  by  military  couriers.  Page  -carried  letters,  newspapers, 
small  packages,  and  did  all  sorts  of  errands.  In  1761,  Silent  Wilde  took 
the  route  and  served  until  1775,  or  later.  He  owned  a  farm  in  Shutesbury, 
and  was  so  well  liked  that,  when  Massachusetts  seized  the  crown  post- 
oflice  in  1775,  and  established  a  service  of  its  own,  it  did  not  disturb  the 
very  important  line  from  Boston,  via  Amherst  and  Deerlield,  to  Lake  Cham- 
plain,  No  passengers  were  carried  by  this  line.  One  of  the  hrst  stage 
routes  through  Amherst  followed  the  line  of  the  Bay  road.  "  Fast  mail  " 
coaches  leaving  Boston  at  5  a.  m.  passed  Bartlett's  tavern  at  3  r.  m.  The 
coaches  always  stopped  at  this  tavern  to  allow  the  passengers  to  take  a 
"warmer"  or  a  "cooler  "  as  the  season  demanded.  While  the  passengers 
were  entertained  at  Bartlett's,  the  coach-horses  were  allowed  a  drink  a 
little  further  along  the  road,  where  three  little  mountain  streams  come 
together  at  the  road  line  uniting  to  form  Plum  brook.  For  more  than  a 
centui-y  this  has  been  a  favorite  watering-place  for  men  and  teams.  After 
the  surrender  of  Burgoyne,  a  large  body  of  the  captured  troops  marched 
over  the  Bay  road  to  Boston  and  stopped  at  this  jilace  to  till  their  canteens. 
I'his  watering-place,  and  the  one  at  Ihidgman's  tavern,  further  east.  ha\e 
changed  but  little  in  the  past  century.  In  later  days  this  line  of  stages 
was  owned  by  the  Clapp  brothers  of  J'elchertown  and  Pittsfield.  The 
regular  fare  from  Xorthampton  to  lioston  was  S4,  but  tiiis  was  sometimes 
reduced  by  comjDetition  to  Si  and  even  ]e<ss. 

In  1830,  Amherst  was  situated  on  what  was  known  as  the  "  nf)i  th 
route  "  between  Boston  and  Albany.  Stages  were  run  from  Boston  to 
Ware,  where  the  routes  separated,  one  i)assing  through  Palmer,  h'rauiing- 
hani,  Springlield  and  Westtield.  while  the  f)ther  continued  on  thiouuh  bel- 
chertown,  .\mherst,  lladley,  Xorlham j)lon,  Worlhington  and  tin:  iiill  towns 
of  Hampshire  and  IJerksliire  to  I'ittslield.  where  the  two  routes  united  aud 
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\vere  continued  as  one  line  to  Albany.  In  1S30,  the  stage  for  Amherst 
left  Earle's  hotel,  36  Hanover  street,  Boston,  Tuesdays,  Thursdays,  and 
Saturdays  at  2  a.  m.;  returning,  it  arrived  in  Boston  Mondays,  Wednesdays 
and  PTidays  at  7  r.  m.  In  September,  1S27,  Cotton  Smith  started  a  stage 
route  from  Amherst  to  Boston.  Stages  left  Boltwood's  tavern  on  Mondays, 
Wednesdays  and  Fridays  at  i  p.  m..  returning  Tuesday,  lliursday  and 
Saturday  afternoons.  Col.  Moses  Leonard  ^vas  the  agent  of  the  line  at 
Amherst.  A  stage  route  from  Hartford,  Conn,  to  Brattleboro,  AT.  passed 
through  Amherst.  It  was  owned  at  one  time  by  Chapin&  Frink  and  after- 
wards by  Chapin  »S:  Damon. 

In  1844,  Henry  S.  Bacon  of  Northampton  ran  an  "accommodation 
line"  of  stages  between  Northampton  and  the  railroad  at\\'est  Brookheld, 
via  Amherst,  Enheld  and  Ware,  "  making  the  cheapest  and  pleasantest 
route  to  Worcester  and  Boston."  Stages  left  Northampton  every  day, 
Sundays  excepted,  at  7-30  a.  m.,  and  "  intersected  "  at  Belchertown  with  the 
Belchertown  and  Palmer  route.  In  1S-16,  John  E.  Albee  owned  a  stage 
route  from  Amherst  through  Leverett,  Shutesbury,  North  Prescott  and  New 
Salem  to  North  New  Salem.  Stages  left  Amherst  Tuesdays,  Thursdays  and 
Saturdays  at  8  a.  -M.,  returning  the  same  day,  and  carried  the  mails.  The 
route  was  afterwards  extended  to  Orange.  The  business  has  changed 
hands  many  times  in  the  past  half-century,  but  the  line  is  still  in  operation. 
In  1849,  ^  stage  left  Amherst  for  South  Deerfield  at  7  a.  .m.,  '*  intersecting 
at  South  Deerfield  with  the  first  train  from  Springfield ;  returning,  the 
stage  left  South  Deerfield  at  12-30  p.  m. 

In  1850,  stages  left  Amherst  for  South  Deerfield,  Montague  and  Brat- 
tleboro at  6-30  A.  M.;  for  Northampton,  at  7-45  a.  m.  and  3-45  p.  m.:  for 
Palmer,  at  8-45  a.  m.  In  1S51,  Smith  &  Crosby  ran  a  stage  line  from 
Amherst  to  Palmer  Depot,  the  stage  leaving  Amherst  daily  at  9  a.  m.  and 
arriving  here  on  its  return  at  3  p.  m.  The  fare  to  Boston  via  l^i finer  was 
$3.  In  1S62,  C\  P.  Aldrich  owned  a  stage  route  between  .Vmlierst  and 
Northampton,  and  sold  tickets  from  Amherst  to  Springfield  for  Si.  Pas- 
sengers living  within  one  mile  of  the  Amherst  house  were  called  for 
free  of  charge.  Mr.  Aldrich  sold  the  route  to  J.  J.  Young  ;  the  latter  sold 
to  Wm.  P.  Smith,  and  he,  in  turn,  was  bought  out  in  1865  by  F.  V.  Cook, 
who  conducted  the  business  until  the  ('entral  Massachusetts  railroad  was 
opened  in  1887,  when  it  was  given  \ip. 

'I'he  stage-driver  of  olden  times  was  a  personage  of  no  small  impor- 
tance. On  the  road,  his  powers  were  autocratic  ;  he  could  make  fife  a 
pleasure  or  a  burden  for  his  j^assengers  at  will.  The  iniikeepers  along  the 
route  deferred  to  his  wishes  and  treated  him  to  the  best  their  i^ars  held  in 
store.  His  was  the  sole  resjM)nsibilil\-  for  coach  and  horses  and  j)assengers 
and   mail  and  nierchandi.^e  conunitled  to  his  charge.      'J"he   duties  of 
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engineer,  conductor,  mail  and  express  agent  of  the  modern  train,  rested  on 
him  alone,  lie  knew  each  mile  of  his  route  as  the  modern  pilot  knows 
each  rock  and  shoal  and  current  of  the  harbor.  The  qualifications  neces- 
essary  to  make  a  good  driver  were  many  and  exacting.  He  must  be  an 
expert  reinsman,  capable  of  making  any  repairs  necessitated  by  accident 
to  coach  or  harness,  impervious  to  heat  or  cold,  rain-proof  and  wind-proof, 
a  cyclopedia  of  information  regarding  his  own  and  connecting  routes. 
The  men  who  combined  these  qualities  in  high  degree  were  rare,  and  gained 
more  than  local  reputation.  Such  men  were  Abijah  Shumway  of  Kelcher- 
town  and  his  sons  Loren  and  "  Dan,"  Robert  IJrown,  also  known  as 
"  Steady  "  }]rown  of  ^lontague,  for  many  years  Chapin  Damon's  agent 
at  Amherst ;  Jonathan  Slate,  the  well-known  "  Judge  "  Slate  of  Amherst, 
Parson "  Simmons,  George  Stocking,  Noah  Wright,  Charles  King  of 
Hubbardston  and  Ijcnjamin  Allen  of  Amherst.  iNIany  anecdotes  of  their 
sayings  and  doings  might  be  related,  but  the  following  must  suffice.  A 
man  once  inquired  of  "Judge"  Slate  the  condition  of  the  roads  between 
Amherst  and  Northampton  ;  "Capital,"  replied  the  "Judge'';  "there  are 
only  two  wet  spots  on  the  road."  The  man  drove  on,  and  soon  found  his 
^vagon  surrounded  .by  a  sea  of  mud  which  continued  all  the  way  into  North- 
ampton ;  meeting  Slate  soon  after,  he  angrily  enquired  what  he  meant  by 
saying  there  were  but  two  bad  places  on  the  road.  "  Why,"  said  Slate, 
"that's  all  there  are;  one  this  side  of  the  bridije,  and  one  the  other." 
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Li(;iuOR  Sellixc  and  IxrEMi-KRANXE. — Drinking  Haiifis  in  Early 
Times. — First  Efforjs  lo  Check  ihe  Pail. — Temperance 
Association  af  S()Ufh  Amhersf. — Wasiiixofon  T(,)jal  Af.sff 
nence  Sociejv  a'f  Kasf  Am hers'i'.-— Washixotox  S;)cieiv  at 
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LiCEXSES. 

Mentic)n  has  been  made  in  a  preceding  chapter  of  this  Ili^loiy  of 
the  drinking  hcil»iLs  (>(  the  earlier  residents  in  Amherst.  In  thc-.e  h.ibils 
they  were  not  i)cculiar,  simpl}-  following  the  fashi(jn  of  tlu-ir  times.  It  is 
almost  impossible,  in  later  times  antl  under  changed  conditions,  to  write  of 
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the  liquor  problem  as  it  existed  in  the  closing  years  of  the  iSth  and  the 
opening  years  of  the  19th  centuries,  without  doing  something  of  injustice 
to  those  who  upheld  a  system  which  has  since  come  to  be  looked  upon  as 
pernicious  and  degrading.  The  part  that  liquor  then  bore  in  social, 
business  and  community  life  was  honored  if  not  honorable.  Total 
abstinence  from  liquor,  while  not  unknown,  was  looked  upon  as  an  eccen- 
tricity rather  than  a  virtue.  The  minister  drank  liquor  with  his  deacons, 
the  lawyer  with  his  clients,  the  doctor  with  his  patients.  A  "  raising  " 
without  the  presence  of  liquor  was  unknown :  ministers  drank  llip  at 
ecclesiastical  councils  and  oi  dinations  ;  hardly  a  trade  was  made  at  the  village 
store  without  "  something  to  wash  it  down."  The  merchants  generally 
kept  a  larger  stock  of  "wet  goods than  dry  goods,  finding  for  the  former 
a  more  ready  market  returning  a  greater  profit  on  the  investment.  Xo 
stigma  attached  to  liquor-selling  ;  the  leaders  in  the  business  were  generally 
the  leaders  in  town  and  church  matters  as  well.  Drunkenness,  while  not 
encouraged,  was  tolerated,  carrying  with  it  no  special  disgrace. 

Just  how  early  in  the  present  century  systematic  efforts  were  first 
made  to  abate  the  evils  of  intemperance  in  Amherst,  cannot  be  stated 
with  absolute  certainty.  It  is  known  that  ]vev.  Daniel  A.  Clark,  during 
his  pastorate  at  the  First  church,  which  lasted  from  1820  to  1S24,  was  an 
ardent  advocate  of  temperance  doctrines,  so  ardent  that  many  of  his  parish- 
ioners took  frequent  occasion  to  expostulate  with  him  for  being  too  radical. 
Kev.  \V.  \y.  Hunt,  pastor  of  the  North  church  from  1S27  to  1S37,  was 
also  a  strong  opponent  of  the  liquor  evil.  The  first  temperance  society  in 
Amherst  of  which  there  is  record  was  organized  among  the  students  of 
Amherst  College  in  the  spring  term  of  1S27  ;  it  numbered  97  members. 
During  that  term  there  had  been  a  powerful  revival  of  religious  interest  at 
the  college.  That  the  subject  of  intemperance  had  begun  to  attract  public 
attention  as  early  as  ICS27,  is  shown  by  an  advertisement  of  "  Dr.  Chamber's 
Jxemedy  for  Intemperance,"  pul)lished  in  the  Al-zf  E/ig/anc/  Lh/iurcj-  under 
date  of  Sept.  7.  This  advertisement  stated  that,  I'he  astonisliing  success 
which  this  remedy  has  obtained  in  restoring  habitual  inel)i"iates  to  sol.)i  iety, 
has  established  its  virtues  beyond  all  contradiction,  and  supersedes  the 
necessity  of  any  further  comment."  The  ''Remed}'"  was  put  up  in 
packages  sufticient  for  one  indi\  idual  cure,"  and  was  sold  at  S5  per 
package.  Who  shall  say  that  tin's  '^Jvemedy"  did  not  contain  the  germs 
of  some  of  the  many  later-day  *'  li(|Uor  cures 

The  Jnqiiirc')\  under  date  of  Ma\-  15,  1S28,  stated:  'A\'e  have  ret  entl\- 
noticed  that  many  meichants  in  ditVerent  sections  of  the  countr\-  h;u-e 
resolved  tf)  dix ontinue  the  practice  of  selling  ardent  spirits.  W'e  under- 
stand that  a  merchant  has  opened  a  store  in  this  village  in  which  no  intox- 
icating li(,jUors  will  be  kept  for  sale.     A  ))ublic  house  also  has  just  been 
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opened  in  which  it  is  designed  to  try  the  experiment  of  accommodating  the 
public  without  the  usual  arrangements  of  a  bar."  Here,  indeed,  were 
Startling  innovations;  a  store  without  liquors,  a  tavern  without  a  bar! 
Plow  the  old  inhabitants  must  have  shaken  their  heads  in  disapproval  and 
predicted  the  speedy  failure  of  the  daring  spirit  that  had  thus  violated  all 
precedent!  In  June,  182S,  Rev.  Dr.  Woodbridge  of  Hadley  visited 
Amherst  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  societies  auxiliary  to  the  county 
society  for  the  promotion  of  temperance.  It  is  stated  that  he  met  with 
encouraging  success,  but  if  societies  were  organized  in  Amherst  at  that 
time  their  records  have  passed  from  existence.  Under  date  of  July  31, 
182S,  the  Jjiqiiircr  announced  : 

'•  We  are  doing  something;  here  in  opposition  to  the  cause  of  the  lovers  of 
Strong-  Drink,  although  we  find  it  difficult  to  induce  all  the  temperate  men  among 
us  to  array  themselves  against  intemperance  and  drunkenness.  It  is  so  pleasant 
to  'wet  the  trade'  and  "take  a  little  stimulus'  that  many  men— We  will  say  no 
more  except  that  an  interesting  and  appropriate  address  was  delivered  at  the 
Academy  on  the  2Sth  liy  one  of  the  students  and  upwards  of  fifty  sul)scribed  the 
constitution  of  a  Society  designed  to  aid  in  freeing  our  land  from  the  pestilence 
that  walketh  in  darkness  &  the  destruction  that  wasteth  at  noon-day." 

In  August,  1S2S,  the  selectmen  of  Amherst  issued  a  notice  cautioning 
all  persons,  except  such  as  were  duly  licensed  therefor,  against  selling  any 
spirituous  liquors,  either  upon  the  common  or  in  any  held  in  the  town  of 
Amherst,  on  the  day  of  the  Amherst  College  commencement.  'J'he 
Inquirer^  in  editorial  comment,  expressed  its  gratitude  to  the  selectmen 
"  for  their  willingness  to  make  a  stand  against  the  scandalous  practice  of 
erecting  tents,  etc.,  on  the  common,  on  the  highway,  and  even  on  the  side- 
walks, for  the  accommodation  of  revellers.''  I'his  i^otice  and  comment 
would  serve  to  show  that  commencement-day  at  Andierst  College  in  the 
'20s  was  of  more  importance  as  a  public  occasion  and  was  observed  in 
different  fashion  than  in  later  years. 

From  memoranda  found  among  the  papers  belong  to  the  late  Samuel 
C.  Carter,  something  has  been  learned  of  the  quantity  of  spirits  consumed 
in  Aivdierst  in  the  early  part  of  the  century.  In  182S,  one  hundred  and 
fifty  hogsheads  of  nun,  gin  and  brandy  were  sold  in  the  town  at  an  average 
price  of  Si 00  per  hogshead,  making  some  5.15,000  that  the  inhalMtants 
paid  for  liquor,  an  amount  fully  equal  to  that  expended  for  dour  and  grain 
during  the  same  year.  Much  of  this  licpior  was  imjiorted  by  the  merchants 
and  tavern-keepers,  hut  Andierst  had  a  distillery  of  its  own,  where  over 
three  thousand  barrels  of  cider  were  di>til]ed  e\  ery  year  into  cider  brandy. 
This  distillery  stood  in  the  rear  of  the  Merrill  lot,  on  the  east  side  of  the 
common,  and  refuse  matter  from  it  ran  (h)wn  tluijugh  the  ravine  in  the  rear 
of  the  High  school  building.     Darly  in  the  '70s,  when  excavations  were 
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being  made  for  a  fish-pond  on  land  owned  hy  the  late  Julius  H.  Seelye, 
the  aqueduct  of  logs  which  brought  water  into  the  distillery  was  discovered, 
in  a  perfect  state,  of  preservation.  The  distillery  was  owned  in  the  early 
part  of  the  century  by  Sylvester  Cowls,  and  was  sold  by  him  in  1827  to 
Harvey  Gilbert. 

A  temperance  society  was  in  existence  at  South  Amherst  as  early  as 
1S35.  At  a  meeting  of  the  "  Temperance  Association  "  held  at  the  center 
school  house  in  that  part  of  the  town,  Dec.  2,  1835,  ^  committee  was 
appointed  to  draft  a  new  constitution  "  based  upon  the  principles  of  total 
abstinence  from  all  intoxicating  liquors."  Under  the  constitution  prepared 
and  adopted,  the  organization  assumed  the  name  of  the  Amherst  South 
Parish  Total  Abstinence  Society."  Feb.  2,  thirty  persons  who  had  sub- 
scribed to  the  society's  pledge,  met  and  organized  by  choice  of  the  follow- 
ing officers  :  President,  Timothy  Smith  ;  secretary,  Jacob  Stetson  ;  executive 
comniittee,  Dea.  Adams,  Jonathan  C.  Warner,  Joseph  Dana.  March  13, 
1836,  the  society  voted  to  hold  meetings  as  often  as  once  a  month;  and  to 
secure,  if  possible,  the  services  of  some  person,-  once  in  two  months,  to  give 
a  temperance  address.  Feb.  12,  1840,  it  was  voted  to  resolve  the  society 
into  a  temperance  lyceum  for  the  term  of  eight  weeks. 

In  the  early  '40s,  the  W'ashingtonian  temperance  movement  assumed 
great  power  and  influence  throughout  New  England.  County  societies 
were  formed,  with  auxiliaries  in  the  several  towns,  and  a  vigorous  and 
systematic  campaign  was  inaugurated  against  the  liquor  evil.  ]\Iarch  16, 
1842,  the  temperance  society  at  South  Amherst  was  reorganized,  assuming 
the  name  of  the  "  South  Amherst  Washington  Total  Abstinence  Society," 
auxiliary  to"  the  Washington  Total  Abstinence  society  of  Hampshire 
county.  The  following  were  elected  officers:  ]*resident,  Zebadiah  W. 
Robins;  vice-presidents,  Salmon  Dickinson,  JJenjamin  Andrews  ;  secretary 
and  treasurer,  Erastus  S.  Bridgman ;  executive  committee,  Lieut.  Enc^s 
Dickinson,  S.  ]\L  Wright,  Louis  McLoud,  Hosea  Goodalc,  Aha  Robins. 
The  last  entry  in  the  society's  record  book  bears  date  Nov.  15,  1843. 

At  a  meeting  held  ALirch  9,  1S42,  a  temperance  society  was  organized 
at  List  Amherst.  Ofhcers  were  elected  as  follows:  President,  Capl. 
Penoni  Rust;  vice-president,  Jonathan  Dickinson;  secretary,  Iliram  K. 
Fox.  A  committee  was  appointed  to  draft  a  constitution,  wiiieli  was 
adopted  at  a  meeting  held  ^Lu■ch  16.  The  preamble  to  this  constitution 
reads  as  follows  : 

Whereas  loni-;  exiKTicnccel  and  witnessed  the  evil  etteetsof  the  use  ol 

iiUoxicalinL;  lic|iK)is.  and  fully  helievin;^  that  a  lon^^er  continu.iiice  of  the  i)iacticc 
would  be  detrimental  to  our  religious,  society  and  moral  haitpiness.  we  have  asso- 
ciated together  for  the  pui  pose  of  supjjressiuL,^  entii  ely  tlie  use  of  it  as  .1  cii  ink.  and 
to  use  our  endeavors  to  reclaim  tlie  unfoi  tunate  anion;;  us  and  correct  tlu' habits  of 
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those  who  are  indulging  in  practices  which  we  believe  are  leading  them  to  ruin  and 
endangering  the  comfort  and  happiness  of  themselves,  their  families  and  those 
around  them."' 

The  name  adopted  \vas  the  Washington  Total  Abstinence  Societv  of 
Amherst  East  Street."  Anyone  might  become  a  member  by  signing  and 
keeping  the  \A'ashington  pledge.  ^Meetings  were  to  be  held  at  such  times 
and  places  as  the  executive  committee  should  direct.  The  society  should 
not  be  political  or  sectarian  in  aims  or  practices.  The  pledge,  identical 
with  that  adopted  by  other  Wasingtonian  societies,  reads  as  follows  : 

'•The  members  of  this  society  agree  that  they  will  never  again  drink  any 
intoxicating  lic[uors,  except  when  prescribed  by  a  medical  attendant,  or  in  case  of 
wine  at  communion,  and  that  they  will  not  provide  them  for  their  friends  or  for 
persons  in  their  employ,  and  that  they  will  in  all  suitable  ways  discountenance  the 
use  of  them  in  the  community,  and  above  all  that  they  will  use  their  utmost 
endeavor  to  reclaim  and  restore  to  temperance  those  who  are  unfortunately  addicted 
to  intemperance." 

This  pledge  was  signed  by  336  persons.  The  society  entered  at  once 
upon  the  work  of  abating  the  lic|iior  evil  in  the  community.    At  a  meeting 

held  July  9,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  wait  upon  Mr.  ]J-  ,  a  proni- 

inent  innholder,  and  see  if  he  would  do  anything  that  would  be  satisfactory 
to  the  society."    This  committee  reported  at  a  meeting  held  Aug.  3,  that 

Mr.  B          was  in  the  house  and  would  answer  for  himself.    Mr.  Jj  

arose  and  stated  that  he  was  willing  to  pledge  his  word  and  honor 
that  he  would  not  sell  or  give  away  any  liquor  for  the  year  to  come.  A 
motion  was  made  to  see  if  the  societ}-  would  accept  the  proposals  of  ^Nlr. 

B          and  it  was  voted  that  they  would  not.     It  was  then  moved  that  the 

bond  be  presented  to  Mr,  B  ,  but  he  declined  signing  it.    A  motion 

was  then  passed  that  the  president  take  Mr.  B  by  the  arm  and  walk  up 

to  the  table  and  present  him  the  pledge  of  the  society,  but  he  rcj^Iied  that 
he  wished  to  take  another  glass  before  he  signed  it.  It  was  then  voted 
that  the  societv  wait  until  he  could  jro  home  and  c^et  a  class.  After  several 
other  attempts  had  been  made  to  bring  the  obdiu'ate  brother  into  the 
temperance  fold,  it  was  voted  that  the  president  should  take  the  bond  and 

pledge  arid  wail  upon  Mr.  35  during  the  week  and  report    what  progress 

he  had  made."    At  a  meeting  lield  some  weeks  later,  the  society  voted  to 

accept  the  promise  of  Mr.  B  that  be  would  not  sell  or  give  awa\' 

licjuor  to  the  townspeople  or  travelers  :  "the  society  not  thinking  they  had 
any  right  to  prevent  his  giving  li(iuor  to  his  hands,  did  not  i)U>h  the 
matter." 

;  At  a  meeting  held  Dec.  S,  1S42,  '"Mr.  'I'homas  Croodell  being  ]Me>enl. 

stated  that  he  found  it  al)S()lutely  necessary  to  use  spirits  inwardl}'  on 
account  of  his  rheumatic  complainls  and  that  he  should  continue  tiie  use  ot 
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it.  and  requested  that  his  name  niight  be  stricken  off  from  the  list  of 
members."  The  society  was  reorganized,  May  iS,  1S49,  when  a  new  con- 
stitution was  adopted.     Soon'  after  this  date  the  organization  was  given  up. 

Marcli  14,  1S42,  a  meeting  was  held  at  the  Congregational  church  at 
North  Amherst  of  persons  interested  in  forming  a  total  abstinence  society. 
An  organization  was  formed  and  the  following  officers  elected  :  President, 
Chester  Dickinson  ;  vice-presidents.  Dr.  Silas  Ball,  Edward  C.  \\'eeks, 
Charles  Kellogg,  Esq.:  secretary.  Albert  ^^^  Ball :  treasurer,  Baxter  Eastman. 
There  was  also  an  executive  committee  consisting  of  eight  members.  A 
committee  was  appointed  to  draft  a  constitution  ;  this  committee  reported 
at  a  meeting  held  ^larch  21,  when  the  constitution  was  adopted,  the  soci- 
ety assuming  the  name  of  the  Washington  Total  Abstinence  Society  of 
Xorth  Amherst,*'  auxiliary  to  the  Washington  society  of  Hampshire  county. 
Eeb.  20,  1843,  the  society  voted  that  regular  meetings  should  be  held  on 
the  third  Monday  of  ^larch,  May,  July,  September,  xN'ovember  and  January. 
April  3,  1848,  a  committee  appointed  to  '"search  out  defected  spots  in  the 
society,"  reported  five  names,  which  were  djopped  from  the  roll,  but  were 
afterwards  restored  on  request  of  their  owners.  Nov.  12,  1848,  the  follow- 
ing vote  was  passed  :  "Whereas  the  Hampshire  County  'Eotal  Abstinence 
Society  has  been  merged  in  the  Hampshire  County  Temperance  I'nion, 
we  transfer  our  relations  to  that  society."  Meetings  were  held  by  the 
society  until  the  spring  of  1852. 

Jan.  5,  1846,  a  meeting  was  held  at  Concert  hall  at  Amherst  Center, 
for  the  purpose  of  making  arrangements  foi'  advancing  the  cause  of  temper- 
ance in  the  town.  Gen.  David  Mack  served  as  chairman  of  the  meeting 
and  Lucius  Boltwood,  Esq.  as  secretary.  The  meeting  was  addressed 
by  President  Edward  Hitchcock,  Prof.  William  S.  Tyler,  Rev.  Aaron  'SI. 
Colton,  and  Rev.  Mr.  Coleman.  In  the  course  of  his  remarks,  President 
Hitchcock  stated  that  in  1830  he  had  written  an  essay  on  the  use  of  wine 
and  fermented  drinks,  in  which  he  advocated  total  abstinence  from  them 
as  the  only  true  temperance  principle.  This  essay,  printed  in  pamphlet 
form,  was  reviewed  and  severely  criticised  by  a  meml^er  of  the  executi\'e 
committee  of  the  American  'Jemperance  union,  its  author  being  denounced 
for  his  radicahsm.  At  this  meeting  a  constitution  and  pledge  were  read 
and  adopted,  a  society  being  formed  under  the  name  of  the  **  Amherst 
West  Center 'I'otal  Abstinence  Society,"  auxihary  to  the  Hampshire  county 
society.  A  committee  ol  seven  was  ap))()inted  to  circulate  the  i)letlge  in 
every  family  in  the  limits  of  tiie  i^arish  for  the  purj)ose  of  securing  signa- 
tures. At  an  adjourned  meeting  hekl  June  19,  this  connuittee  rej^oned 
that  they  had  f)btained  the  signatures  of  414  per.^ons  residing  in  the  i)ari>h. 
Tile  society  then  elected  the  fc^lhjw  ing  othcers  :  President,  Hon.  Dav  id 
Mack;  vice-president,  Da\  id  Dexter,  Ivscj.  ;  secretary,  (ieoige  W.  Saigcut  ; 
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treasurer,  Newto.i  Fitch  :  executive  comaiittee,  Simeon  Clark,  Cliarlcs 
Delano,  Joseph  R.  Payson,  Ehhu  S.  Church,  Isaac  Hawley.  The  execuii\  c 
committee  was  authorized  to  secure  lecturers  to  address  the  society  oii 
temperance  subjects,  and  also  to  make  investigation  as  to  whether  liquor 
was  sold  in  town  and  if  so  the  names  of  the  persons  selling  it,  that  legal 
measures  might  be  taken  to  put  a  stop  to  the  trafhc. 

The  quarterly  meetings  of  the  Hampshire  county  society  were  from 
time  to  time  held  with  the  different  societies  in  Amherst,  the  occasions  being 
of  great  public  interest.  Apostles  of  temperance  visited  the  town  occasion- 
ally, as  witness  the  following  advertisement  quoted  from  the  Exf'jrss. 
under  the  date  of  March  20,  1S46  :  "  S.  ^l.  Hewlett,  '  the  little  Jersey  Gun,' 
will  talk  and  sing  to  the  friends  and  foes  of  temperance  at  North  Amherst, 
on  Monday  evening,  March  23d.''  Ikit  despite  the  efforts  of  the  friends  of 
temperance,  organized  or  unorganized,  the  liquor  dealers  continued  to  ply 
their  traffic,  under  the  shelter  of  a  public  opinion  more  or  less  favorable. 
It  was  not  until  the  spring  of  1S50  that  a  determined  effort  was  made  to 
rid  the  town  of  its  saloons.  As  the  time  approached  for  the  annual  town 
meeting,  Rev  Aaron  M.  Colton,  at  that  time  pastor  of  the  First  Congrega- 
tional church,  drew  up  two  articles  for  insertion  in  the  town  warrant,  which 
were  signed  by  several  prominent  citizens.  The  object  of  the  first  was. 
to  see  if  it  be  the  wish  of  the  town  of  Amherst  that  places  be  here  kept 
open  for  the  sale  of  intoxicating  drinks,  in  violation  of  the  law ;  of  the 
second,  to  see  if  the  town  would  authorize  and  instruct  its  selectmen  to 
close  such  places.  'J'he  meeting  was  held  in  Sweetser's  hall,  which  was 
crowded  to  the  doors.  Lieut.  Enos  Dickinson,  Judge  I.  Conkey,  Daniel 
Dickinson  and  Pres't  Fdward  Hitchcock  spoke  in  favor  of  abolishing  the 
saloons,  the  latter  making  a  most  impressive  appeal.  The  vote  in  favor  of 
putting  a  stop  to  the  traffic  was  almost  unanimous.  The  morning  follow- 
ing this  meeting  the  selectmen  went  to  the  saloons  and  closed  them. 

Of  the  organizations  formed  in  later  years  for  tiie  sup}:)ression  of 
intemperance,  the  most  noteworthy  has  been   the  Amherst  Reform  club. 

'JTis  was  organized  July  17,  1876,  as  an  outgrowth  of  a  series  of  tem- 
perance meetings  held  in  College  hall  by  Dr.  H.  A.  Reynolds,  a  reformed 
drunkard.  The  club  numbered  at  its  organization  35  members.  Its  t:r>t 
president  was  Ceorge  Graves.  The  members  wlio  formed  this  orLiani/a- 
tion,  having  seen  and  felt  the  evils  of  intemperance,  and  realizing  the  need 
•of  an  honest  and  constant  service  in  the  welt'are  of  tlie  unfortunate  \  ictims 
to  the  drink  habit,  Kcsolrcd,  that  for  their  own  good  and  the  good  of  the 
world  in  which  tiiey  li\e.  thev  do  hereb\'  {(roinise  and  engage,  with  ilie 
help  of  Almigiity  ("i(Ki,  t(^  abstain  from  bu\  ing,  seihngor  using  alcoholic  01 
malt  beverages,  wine  and  cider  included.  And  they  further  resoKe  l<> 
organize  this  (Mub,  that  tlK-\-  may  acc()mj)hsh  tiie  greatest  possible  amount 
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ot  ^ood  and  work  most  effectually  for  their  fallen  brothers."  Keginning 
:n  lulv.  1S76,  the  club  held  mid-week  business  and  social  meetings,  and 
.Sunday  evening  a  Gospel  temperance  meeting,  for  a  period  of  over- 
16  wars,  or  until  Nov.  28.  1S92,  when  the  organization  was  disbanded,  its 
\v(;rk  being  carried  on  by  the  lodge  of  Good  Templars,  organized  in  1890. 
During  its  existence  the  Reform  club  was  a  power  for  good  in  the  com- 
isiunity.  many  victims  of  the  drink  habit  being  rescued  through  its  agency. 

The  Woman's  Christian  Temperance  Union  was  organized  as  an  auxil-- 
i.iry  to  the  Keform  club,  by  Mrs.  Merrill  of  Holyoke,  at  a  nieeting  held 
lu!y  25,  1S76.     Jt  numbered  at  the  hrst  28  members.     Its  first  officers 
were:  President,  Mrs.  P.  H.  \Miite  ;  vice-president,  Mrs.  L).  S.  Coles: 
secretary.  Miss  Hattie  Kellogg;  treasurer,  Miss  Mina  Peaman.  This- 
organization,  still  in  existence,  has  for  twenty  years  labored  faithfully  and 
tuiciently  in  the  temperance  cause  in  Amherst,  accomplishing  much  good. 
A  \'oung  Woman's  Chrihtian  lY'mperance  Union  was  organized  July  24, 
1SQ5.    A  Loyal  Temperance  Legion  was  organized  in  1892.     A  Father 
Matthew  'J'emperance  society  was  organized  by  the  young  men  of  St.. 
Pridget's  parish  in  1888. 

I'he  town  of  Amherst  has,  at  different  times,  numbered  among  its  societ}' 
organizations  five  lodges  of  the  order  of  Good  Templars.  The  names  of 
Uk'se  lodges,  the  dates  v.hen  their  charters  were  granted  and  surrendered,, 
and  their  first  of^cers  are  as  follows  : 

Evening  Star,  chartered  June  i,  1866  ;  officers,  W.  C.  T.,  John  W.  Lee  ; 
^\*.  V.  'J\,  Julia  A.  Franklin  ;  W.  S.,  George  IL  Bell  :  charter  surrendered 
in  1S6S. 

Hampshire  (East  Amherst),  instituted  ^Lirch8,  1882;  officers,  C.  T., 
Rev.  G.  E.  Fisher:  W.  V.  T.,  Mrs.  W.  E.  Purple:  W.  S.,  Alice  .A.  Purple  ; 
charter  surrendered  in  1883. 

I'aiterprise  (North  Amherst),  instituted  June  16,  1S66;  officers,  W.  C. 
T.,  Charles  FL  Kellogg:  W.  V.  'F.,  Adeline  Garland;  W.  S.,  Edmund  P.- 
Futler;  charter  surrendered  in  1866. 

])Owen,  instituted  Xov.  18,  1890  ;  officers,  W.  C.  T.,  George  T.  Slauter  ;. 
^V.  V.  T.,  Mary  ^L  Flamilton  ;  W.  S.,  Clarence  Hamilton. 

Zion  f Colored"),  instituted  Sejn.  12,  1892  :  officers,  W.  C.  T.,  William 
Hawkins;  W.  Y.  1\,  Julia  Xewport:  W.  S.,  Minnie  Smith. 

Howen  and  Zion  lodges  remain  in  active  and  prosperous  existence  do- 
ing a  good  work  in  the  cominunitw 

A  pcjlitical  prohibition  i)arty  organization  has  been  mainiained  in  Am- 
iH-rst  for  several  years,  and  in  1892  furnislicd  to  the  prohibiiionists  of 
^Fissachusetts  their  candidate  for  goxemor.  Wolcott  ilaiiilin.  Sewral 
'esidcnts  of  Amlierst  are  al.so  members  of  the  Hamp>hire  County 
'*'''>hibition  League." 
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From  the  earliest  period  in  the  town's  liistory  up  to  1S74,  hcenscs  fo; 
the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  were  granted  by  the  county  commissioner- 

•  on  approval  of  petitions  by  the  selectmen  of  the  town.  For  many  yea:- 
no  liquor  licenses  were  granted  in  Amherst  for  any  purpose  whate\-er.  1;; 
1856,  the  town  received  for  liquor  licenses  $497.46;  in  1S6S,  $195,24;  i-; 
1875,  $402.79  ;  in  1876,5513.75:  in  1878,  $445.25  ;  in  1879,5650.  ];. 
1874,  the  state  law  went  into  etlect.  by  the  provisions  of  which  liqu;  1 
licenses  are  granted  by  the  selectmen  of  towns,  when  a  majority  of  tin- 
citizens  of  the  town  vote  in  favor  of  license  at  their  annual  meetings.  TI-. 
town  of  Amherbt  has  voted  in  favor  of  license  but  once  since  1S79,  ihr 
vote  in  1884  standing  150  for  license  and  142  opposed,  but  the  sclectmci . 
believing  that  the  general  sentiment  of  the  town  is  strongly  opposed  i" 
liquor  selling  within  its  limits,  refused  to  grant  any  applications  for  licens-.. 
F^or  several  years  the  town  has  granted  licenses  to  druggists  to  sell  liquor 

•  for  medicinal  purposes. 


CHAPTER  XLVl. 


'The  Care  of  the  Town's  Poor. — Early  Methods. — The  Poor  Farm 

AND  AlMSHOUSE.^  EXPENSES  AT  THE  ALMSHOUSE.  ThE  XiGHT 

Police. — The  Lock-up. — The  Smith  Charities. 

Amherst  has  patterned  after  the  methods  employed  by  neighborini: 
-communities,  and  by  New  England  country  towns  in  general,  in  caring  for 
its  worthy  poor.  The  early  residents  in  New  iuigland  regarded  i)aupcr- 
ism  as  closely  akin  to  crime.  They  had  little  sympathy  with  the  unfoni:- 
nates  whose  fault  or  misfortune  it  was  to  fall  from  the  ranks  of  busy  woi  k- 
ers  and  become  a  charge  upon  their  more  fortunate  or  energetic  fel!(>\v>. 
They  knew  that  pauperibm  is  the  legitimate  child  of  vice  and  crime,  anci 
Avith  faces  sternly  set  against  its  .progenitors  had  scarcely  toler.uion  fci 
their  offspring.  They  did  not  realize  the  truth  disclosed  by  the  ci\  ili/a- 
tion  of  later  years,  that  in  the  struggle  for  existence  some  must  be  forced 
to  the  wall  and,  in  spite  of  honest  endeavors,  be  compelled  to  rely  upon 
the  aid  of  others.  Not  that  our  forefathers  failed  to  ])ro\ide  for  the 
necessities  of  the  i)oor ;  tlie\-  did  their  duty  as  they  uiuk'rstood  it.  but  it 
•was  done  as  a  duty  and  s\-mpathy  and  kindness  entered  but  littie  in  their 
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ministrations.  They  fed  and  clothed  and  housed  their  poor,  but  the  food 
was  coarse,  the  clothing  scanty  and  few  preferred  the  almshouse  to  the 

In  early  days  when  but  a  very  few  persons  looked  to  the  town  for 
tlieir  support,  it  was  the  custom  to  place  them  in  private  families  where 
tlu-y  were  expected  to  perforni  such  services  as  lay  in  their  power  as  a 
jvArtial  return  for  the  expense  involved  in  their  support.  As  early  as 
.\\)\ ember,  177S,  the  town  voted  that  the  selectmen  should  build  a  house 
tor  the  town  poor,  at  such  place  and  of  such  size  as  they  saw  fit.  The 
following  ^larch  it  was  voted  to  build  an  almshouse  near  Clark's  Mill; 
this  was  located  in  ]Mill  A'alley.  In  April,  1S07,  two  of  the  town's  poor,, 
one  of  them  an.  aged  negro  who  had  served  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution, 
were  struck  off  at  auction  for  their  board  and  keeping  for  the  ensuing  year. 
In  December,  1817,  a  connnittee  appointed  at  the  ]\Jay  meeting  to  make 
})rovision  for  the  poor  either  by  building  or  hiring  a  house,  reported  that 
they  had  hired  the  house  and  garden  of  Elijah  ^fathers  for  one  year:  this 
house  was  located  at  North  Amherst.  In  April,  1828,  the  overseers  of  the 
poor  advertised  that  there  were  two  girls  between  the  ages  of  eight  and 
ten  years  whom  it  was  proposed  to  bind  out  until  they  reached  the 
age  of  eighteen  years.  The  overseers  were  also  ready  to  receive  proposals 
for  supporting  the  paupers  that  were  not  already  contracted  for,  for  the- 
term  of  one  year. 

In  November,  1837,  the  town  voted  to  commit  the  subject  of  a  poor 
farjn  to  a  committee,  which  was  instructed  to  report  at  a  future  meeting 
on  the  cost  of  a  suitable  farm,  whether  such  could  be  obtained,  and 
whether  it  would  be  expedient  for  Amherst  to  unite  with  some  other  town 
in  the  purchase  and  management  of  such  a  farm.  I'his  committee  reported 
at  a  meeting  held  Feb.  29,  1838.  The  town  voted  not  to  accept  the  re- 
l)ort,  V)ut  to  refer  the  matter  to  the  selectmen,  who  were  authorized  to  con- 
sider it  with  reference  to  the  Vinton  farm,  and  to  take  counsel  as  to  whether 
the  contract  made  by  the  connnittee  was  binding  upcm  the  town.  ]\Iarch 
5,  the  town  voted  to  accept  the  farm  and  pay  for  it  according  to  the  vote 
nf  the  committee.  April  19,  the  selectmen  were  authorized  to  pay  for  the 
larm  from  the  surplus  revenue,  and  to  sup]")ort  the  poor  on  the  farm  sys- 
tem after  tliat  \  ear.  June  i,  the  town  paid  Medad  Vinton  >3,636  for  his 
farm,  with  intere.->t  added.  'J'his  farm  is' situated  in  South  .Amherst,  and  is 
••^lill  in  use  l)y  tlie  town  for  the  i)urjT0se  for  which  it  was  purchased.  The 
"surplus  revenue.''  from  which  the  payment  was  made,  was  a  pait  of  the 
sum  received  bv  Amherst,  in  cc;mmon  with  other  towns,  from  the  stale 
government.  'I'he  I'nited  .States  goveinment,  finding  in  the  '30s  that  it 
Iiad  a  surplus  in  the  treasury,  instead  of  em])loying  it  for  national  pui  j)Oses 
decided  to  di\  ide  it  among  the:  several  states,  the  terms  of  div  ision  making 
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it  in  the  form  of  a  demand  loan.  This  sum  was  used  ])y  tlie  state  go\  env 
ments  in  various  ways,  "Massachusetts  dividing  it  among  the  towns  niu! 
cities.  .  ]\Iarch  4,  1839,  the  selectmen  were  authorized  to  spend  a  sum  no: 
■exceeding  $1,200  to  place  the  buildings  on  the  town  farm  in  good  repair 
and  for  the  purchase  of  stock  and  farm  utensils.  This  sum  was  also  paiti 
from  the  surplus  revenue. 

For  many  years  after  the  farm  was  purchased  the  wardens  were  eri- 
gaged  from  year  to  year,  much  after  the  fashion  by  which  the  collection  or 
.taxes  was  made  over  to  the  lowest  bidder.  Thus,  in  March,  1S45. 
-overseers  of  the  poor  advertised  that  they  would  receive  proposals  for  a 
warden  to  take  charge  of  the  poor  farm  and  the  poor  thereon  for  the  en- 
suing year.  Any  person  wishing  the  contract  must  send  in  his  terms  im- 
mediately. ■■  During  the  year  1S47,  the  number  of  persons  supported  or 
relieved  was  25  ;  the  total  expense  was  $1,174.59  ;  the  treasurer  received 
$502.73  as  the  proceeds  of  crops  sold  from  the  farm  ;  the  inventory  ot 
property  at  the  farm  was  $720.19,  the  expense  of  the  paupers  above  re- 
ceipts of  the  farm  $747.84,  The  following  statistics  are  for  the  year 
ending  in  March,  1854:  Actual  cost  of  supporting  the  poor  for  one  year. 
$627.11  ;  number  of  persons  relieved  or  supported  during  the  year,  52  ; 
acres  of  land  attached  to  the  town  farm,  154;  estimated  value  of  alms- 
house establishment,  $5,600  ;  number  relieved  at  almshouse  during  the 
year,  15  ;  average  number  supported  at  the  almshouse,  eight  ;  average 
weekly  cost  of  supporting  each  pauper  at  the  almshouse,  75  cents;  num- 
ber supported  outside  of  almshouse,  35;  average  weekly  cost  of  supporting 
each  pauper  outside  the  almshouse,  $1.07  ;  warden's  salary,  $230. 

The  over.seers'  report  for  the  }-ear  ending  in  March.  1S55,  gi^'^s  the 
number  of  persons  supported  as  38.  'i'he  average  weekly  cost  of  persons 
supported  in  the  almshouse  was  $1.54.  of  those  sup])orted  outside,  Si. 63. 
The  net  expense  of  supporting  paupers,  including  interest  on  the  almshouse 
-establishment,  was  51,231.48.  During  the  year  S20  was  paid  for  ''pastoral 
instruction"  and  $6.50  for  the  burial  expenses  of  ''Sambo  Coon.*'  During 
the  year  1S64,  the  expense  for  paupers  was  greater  than  for  any  preceding 
3'ear,  on  account  of  the  support  of  25  persons  afthcted  with  small-]DOx, 
which  cost  the  town  5692.48.  At  a  town  meeting  held  in  1865,  the  select- 
men were  authorized  to  sell  the  town  faim  and  exchange  or  buv  a  sniallei 
farm,  'i'he  selectmen  examined  sexeral  pieces  of  propert}-,  l)ut  failing  tc 
receive  a  fair  offer  for  tlie  town's  farm  the  project  fell  through.  During  the 
year  1869,  five  persons  sick  with  small-pox  at  Springfield  and  Worcester 
were  sui:)})orted  l)y  Amherst.  'I'iie  same  year  a  new  house  was  built  on  the 
farm  at  an  expense  of  $1,734.93.  In  the  town  report  for  1S71.  the  farm 
and  buildings  are  in\  entorie(l  at  56,500.  two  wood-lots  at  $300.  the  propel  l\' 
■on  the  farm  at   52,329.50.     The  so-calle;!  "militaiy  law,"  })as.sed    by  the 
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General  Court  in  1S70,  provides  that  any  person  liaving  served  on  a  town's 
quota  during  the  civil  war  thereby  acquired  a  residence  in  that  town,  and 
on  becoming  pauperized  the  town  is  liable  for  his  support  and  that  of  his 
family.  In  the  report  for  the  year  ending  March,  1873,  there  occurs  the 
item  of  S2.25,  expended  for  the  relief  of  15  persons  at  the  police  station  ; 
the  following  year,  $5  1 .60  was  paid  for  "  transient  paupers  at  the  police 
station.'' 

During  the  year  iSSo,  a  wing  was  built  on  the  north  side  of  the  alms- 
house. 40  X  24  feet,  containing  seven  rooms  with  basement  and  attic,  at  a 
cost  of  $648.45.  Jan.  i,  1S82,  the  almshouse,  barn  and  other  buildings 
v/ere  destroyed  by  fire.  The  inmates,  and  much  valuable  property  con- 
tained in  the  building,  were  saved.  The  lire  was  started  by  Kuth  Hall, 
one  of  the  inmates,  who  was  arrested  and  lodged  in  jail.  She  at  trrst 
confessed  the  crime,  but  afterwards  retracted  the  confession.  Being- 
brought  to  trial,  she  was  convicted  and  sentenced  to  seven  years  imprison- 
ment. The  house  was  rebuilt  in  1SS2,  at  an  expense  of  ^4,700,  the  bam 
costing  $1,765.  The  house  has  two  wings,  of  which  the  north  is  occupied 
by  the  women,  the  east  by  the  men.  Two  rooms  are  titled  up  in  the  build- 
ing for  the  confinement  of  insane  paupers.  During  the  six  months  iiUer- 
vening  between  the  fire  and  the  completion  of  the  new  building,  the  pau- 
pers were  housed  for  three  months  at  North  Amherst  and  for  three  months 
at  South  Amherst.  In  their  new  home  they  are  surrounded  by  n.any  com- 
forts and  conveniences,  and  under  the  watchful  care  of  a  kind  and  sym- 
pathetic warden  and  matron  are  provided  with  a  good  home  and  made  to 
realize  as  little  as  possible  their  state  of  dependence. 

The  following  statistics  are  taken  from  the  report  of  the  overseers  for 
the  year  ending  in  March.  1S96  :  The  total  expenses  for  the  year  were 
$4. 356. 18.  Of  this  amount  the  town  appropriated  $1,800;  S926.66  was 
received  from  the  sale  of  farm  produce,  and  considerable  sums  from  the 
guardians  of  jx'rsons  supported  in  whole  or  in  part.  To  the  lunatic 
hospital  in  Northampton  81,016.76  was  paid  for  the  support  of  insane 
paupers,  to  the  hospital  at  Westboro  $255.38,  to  the  school  for  feeble- 
minded $169.42.  The  warden's  salarv  was  S400.  During  the  year  four 
persons  died  at  the  almshouse,  two  of  them  inmates  of  long  standing;  the 
present  number  of  inmates  is  six.  Fifty-three  persons  were  gi\en  tempo- 
rary aid  outside  the  almshouse.  Sevei-v  persons  are  now  cared  for  at  the 
lunatic  hospital  at  \oi  tiiam[)ton.  The  i)roperty  at  the  almshouse  is  in\  en- 
loried  at  $2,518.70. 

In  the  overseers'  report  for  1S73  and  for  several  years  thereafter  items 
of  exju-nse  a]:)j)e;ir  for  the  relief  of  transient  [)aupers  housed  at  the  lock- 
up. The  lock-up  and  the  night  ]).)liee  became  established  as  town  institu- 
tions in  1S72  and  1873.     In  1872,  the  selectmen,  at  the  request  of  many 
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citizens,  appointed  a  night  policeman  who  patroled  the  streets  from  9  ]>,  m. 
to  6  A.  M.  for  351  nights  of  the  year,  receiving  in  payment  S2  per  nighr. 
The  total  expense  of  the  service  was  S752.78,  of  which  the  town  paid 
$545.78  and  the  balance  was  subscribed  by  citizens.  The  first  ofticer 
appointed  was  Fiske  A.  Thayer;  IMr.  Thayer"s  pay  in  1S73  amounted  to 
$760.  In  1 87 4,  he  received  Si 00  as  keeper  of  the  lock-up  in  addition  to 
his  regular  salary.  For  several  years,  a  part  of  the  expenses  of  the  night 
police  were  paid  by  subscriptions  from  citizens.  The  policeman  was  also 
required  to  light  the  street  lamps,  care  for  them  and  put  them  out.  The 
inhabitants  of  the  outlying  districts  opposed  for  many  years  a  town  appro- 
priation for  the  night  police  service,  but  as  the  benetits  conferred  by  it 
upon  the  whole  town  became  more  apparent  the  opposition  gradually  died 
away.  The  service  has  proved  of  value  to  the  town  far  in  excess  of  its 
cost.  Many  tires  have  been  discovered  in  season  to  prevent  great  loss, 
disorderly  characters  have  been  anested  and  the  tramp  evil  has  been  kept 
in  check. 

By  an  act  of  the  General  Court,  passed  in  1S73,  towns  containing 
over  a  certain  number  of  inhabitants  are  required  to  provide  a  lock-up  and 
appoint  a  keeper  at  such  a  salary  as  the  selectmen  deem  proper.  As 
Amherst  comes'  under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  the  selectmen  caused  a 
lock-up  to  be  built  in  the  rear  of  the  engine-house,  in  1873.  The  structure 
is  of  brick,  22x30  feet  in  size,  two  stories  in  height,  with  a  room  in  the 
second  story  of  the  full  size  of  the  building.  On  the  first  floor  is  a  room 
for  the  use  of  the  keeper  and  four  compartments  or  cells,  each  containing 
two  iron  bedsteads.  The  entire  cost  of  the  building  was  S2.546.16. 
During  the  first  year  after  its  'erection,  fourteen  prisoners  were  confined 
in  the  lock-up' and  296  tramps  lodged  and  fed  at  an  ex])ense  of  Si  28.40. 
The  second  year  215  tramps  were  lodged  and  fed,  the  third  year  233. 
The  expense  of  feeding  tramps  was  charged  to  the  pauper  account,  but 
proving  burdensome,  and  of  doubtful  expediency,  the  practice  was  given 
up.  The  upper  story  of  the  building  was  used  for  schoolpurposessever.il 
years;  it  was  also  used  for  liolding  courts,  caucuses  and  various  pubHc 
meetings.  W  hen  the  new  town  hall  was  erected,  a  cell  was  built  in  the 
basement  story,  but  this  has  never  been  used. 

xVmherst  has  benefited  largel}'  from  the  wisdom  and  liberality  of  the 
founder  of  the  Smith  Charities.  Designed,  not  as  an  aid  to  pauperism, 
but  as  a  stimulus  to  iho^v.  traits  of  human  character  wiiich  make  for  the 
best  success  in  life,  it  has  been  a  potent  intiuence  for  good  in  die  commu- 
nity. As  one  of  the  towns  that  has  profited  greatly  from  the  provisions  of 
the  will  of  Oliver  .Smilh,  Amherst  has  an  honorable  jilace  in  its  H istory  for 
a  brief  sketch  of  this  famous  document.  Oliver  Sinilh  was  a  native  (^f 
Hatfield  who  by  business  industry  and  native  shrewdness  acquired  a  fortune, 
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which,  at  his  death  in  1845,  "^^'^^  estimated  at  from  5^300,000  to  $400,000. 
His  will  was  made  July  15,  1844  and  a  codicil  added  Aug.  13,  1845.  By 
this  will,  $200,000  was  bequeathed  to  public  charities,  under  conditions 
substantially  as  follows  :  A  board  of  trustees  was  to  be  chosen  to  have 
charge  of  the  funds  left  in  trust.  For  this  purpose,  the  towns  of  North- 
ampton, Hadley,  Hatfield,  Amherst,  Williamsburg,  Deerfield,  Greenfield 
and  Whately  were  each  to  choose  annually,  at  a  legal  town-meeting  held 
in  March  or  April,  an  elector  under  the  terms  of  the  will.  These  electors 
were  to  meet  at  Northampton  on  the  first  Wednesday  in  ]\Iay  and  choose 
three  persons  to  act  as  trustees  of  the  fund.  The  money  was  at  first  left 
in  trust  to  his  nephew,  Austin  Smith,  who  was  to  manage  it  until  the 
trustees  were  appointed  and  then  turn  it  over  to  them.  They  in  turn  were 
to  hold  it  as  an  accumulating  fund  until  it  amounted  to  $400,000.  When 
the  latter  time  had  arrived,  $30,000  of  the  fund  was  to  be  set  .apart  for  the 
establishment  of  an  agricultural  school  at  -Northampton,  but  this  fund  was 
to  be  allowed  to  accumulate  for  sixty  years  after  his  death  before  it  should 
become  available.  Ten  thousand  dollars  was  to  be  granted  to  the  American 
Colonization  society,  under  certain  conditions,  which  were  never  fulfilled. 
The  remaining  $360,000  was  to  be  used  as  a  miscellaneous  fund  for  the 
benefit  of  indigent  boys,  indigent  female  children,  indigent  young  women 
and  indigent  widows. 

One-half  the  income  of  the  fund  was  to  be  used  for  the  benefit  of 
indigent  boys.  The  trustees  were  to  select  from  families  of  fair  character, 
but  in  indigent  or  moderate  circumstances,  residing  in  the  eight  towns 
named,  a  suitable  number  of  boys  to  receive  the  benefits  of  this  fund. 
Preference  was  first  to  be  given  to  indigent  children  and  second  to  orphans. 
The  boys  so  selected  were  to  be  at  least  12  years  of  age,  of  sound  health 
and  intellect,  industrious  habits  and  good  moral  character,  lliese  boys 
were  to  be  bound  out  in  good  and  respectable  families,  where  they  should 
receive  a  good  common-school  education,  and  be  well  instructed  and 
brought  up  in  the  business  of  husbandr}'  or  such  mechanical  trade  or 
employment  as  the  trustees  might  consider  most  beneficial  or  useful. 
Each  boy  so  bound  out,  who  should  conduct  himself  faithfully  and  well 
during  his  apprenticcshi[),  and  should  within  six  years  after  arriving  at  the 
age  of  21  make  application  to  the  trustees,  should  receive  from  the  fund  a 
loan  of  not  more  than  S500,  for  a  term  of  not  over  five  years,  on  giving 
good  security  for  the  repayment  of  the  same  and  interest  thereon  annually. 
If  at  the  end  of  the  term,  the  ihtert'st  should  have  been  promptly  paid, 
and  the  conduct  of  the  bt^rrowcr  such  as  to  satisfy  the  trustees  that  he 
would  in  the  future  make  good  use  of  the  money,  then  the  obligation  to 
pay  the  same  should  be  canceled. 
26 
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One-fourth  the  income  of  the  fund  was  to  be  used  for  the  benefit  of 
indigent  young  girls.  The  girls  were  to  be  selected  in  the  same  manner, 
and  required  to  possess  much  the  same  qualifications,  as  were  demanded 
of  the  boys.  Girls  were  to  be  bound  out  in  the  families  of  good  and 
respectable  farmers  or  mechanics  until  they  arrived  at  the  age  of  iS  years. 
Each  girl  who  should  conduct  herself  well  during  her  term  of  service,  and 
continue  to  sustain  a  good  moral  character  until  her  marriage,  should  be 
entitled  to  S300  as  a  marriage  portion.  Any  girl  so  indentured,  after  reaching 
the  age  of  iS,  if  unmarried,  should,  in  case  of  sickness  or  mental  or  bodily 
infirmity,  be  entitled  to  relief  from  the  fund  up  to  the  amount  of  ^300  : 
should  she  afterwards  marry,  the  sum  should  be  deducted  from  her  marriage 
portion.  Any  girl  marrying  while  under  18  years  of  age  should  forfeit  all 
right  to  any  payment  from  the  fund.  Should  a  girl  so  indentured  marry 
a  man  whom  the  trustees  esteemed  of  bad  character,  then  she  should 
receive  no  marriage  portion,  but  in  such  instance,  in  case  of  sickness, 
bodily  infirmity  or  mental  derangement,  she  should  be  entitled  to  receive 
payments  from  the  fund  up  to  the  sum  of  $300. 

One-eighth  part  of  the  income  of  the  fund  was  to  be  used  for  the 
benefit  of  indigent  young  women.  The  trustees  might  pay  out  to  young 
women  in  indigent  or  moderate  circumstances  a  marriage  portion  not 
exceeding  $50,  to  be  expended  for  the  purchase  of  household  furniture. 
The  beneficiary  must  be  of  good  moral  character,  not  less  than  18  years  of 
age,  and  the  man  she  married  must  also  be  of  good  character,  sober  and 
industrious.  Applications  for  this  portion  should  be  made  either  before  or 
within  three  months  after  the  marriage.  The  remaining  one-eighth  of  the 
interest  from  the  fund  was  to  be  used  for  the  benefit  of  indigent  widows. 
The  trustees,  at  their  discretion,  should  pay  to  widows  in  indigent  or 
moderate  circumstances,  having  a  child  or  children  dependent  upon  them 
for  support,  who  should  make  application,  not  more  than  $50  in  any  one 
year.    The  applicant  should  be  of  good  moral  character. 

In  distributing  these  funds,  no  distinction  should  be  made  or  j)reference 
given  to  any  religious  sect  or  political  or  other  party  whatever.  The  will 
was  admitted  to  probate  after  a  long  and  expensive  contest  before  the 
courts.  The  leader  of  the  legal  forces  in  behalf  of  the  will  was  Hon. 
Osmyn  Baker,  who  had  recently  removed  his  residence  from  Amherst  to 
Northampton.  In  1849,  ^^"^^  followin^^  persons  were  incorporated  as  the 
trustees  of  the  Smith  Charities:  Osmyn  liaker  of  Northampton,  John 
Dickinson,  Jr.  of  Amherst,  Austin  Smith  of  Hatfield.  The  iirst  president 
of  the  board  of  trustees  was  Osmyn  I5aker.  Amherst  has  furnished  the 
following  memljers  of  the  board  of  trustees  since  1S49:  John  Dickinson, 
Jr.,  A.  P.  Howe,  Simec^n  Clark,  Ithamar  Conkey,  Kzra  Ingram,  Horace 
W  ard,  D.  W.  Palmer,  H.  M.  McCloud.     Mr.  I'almer  served  as  president  of 
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the  board  for  six  years.  Duriiif^  the  year  ending  April  i,  1896.  the  follow- 
ing payments  were  made  to  beneficiaries  under  the  will,  residing  in  Amherst  : 
To  indigent  boys,  $1,500;  indigent  girls,  $400  ;  indigent  widows,  $1,200; 
indigent  young  women,  $700  ;  total  $3,800.  During  the  same  year,  five 
boys  and  two  girls  residing  in  Amherst  were  apprenticed  under  the  terms 
of  the  will. 

The  will  of  Whiting  Street  of  Northampton  gave  to  the  town  of 
Amherst  $6,000  as  a  permanent  fund,  the  income  of  which  is  used  "for 
the  relief  and  comfort  of  the  worthy  poor,  who  shall  not  be  in  the  alms- 
house, or  be  town  or  city  paupers." 


CHAPTER  XLVll. 


Town  Cemeteries. — The  Old  West  Cemetery. — Cemeteries  at 
North  and  South  Amherst. — Wildwood  Cemetery. — Vil- 
lage Improvement. — The  Commons.— The  Orn.\mental  Tree 
Association.- — Village  Improvement  Societies  at  the  Cen- 
ter, AT  East  Amherst,  South  Amherst,  North  Amherst 
ANr>  THE  "  City." 

The  "burying  place,"  laid  out  m  1730  by  Hadley's  town  committee 
for  the  "  east  inhabitants,"  is  still  in  use  as  a  burial-ground,  additions 
having  been  made  to  it  from  time  to  time.  There  is  interred  all  that  was 
mortal  of  many  of  the  earliest  settlers  and  their  descendants  through  five 
generations.  For  nearly  ninety  years  it  was  the  only  cemetery  in  the  town, 
and  for  160  years  the  only  one  located  near  the  town  center.  If  the 
progress  of  civilization  is  marked  by  veneration  paid  to  the  departed  and 
the  care  taken  of  their  last  resting-places,  the  earlier  inhabitants  of  New 
England  were  but  little  removed  from  primitive  barbarism.  'llie\'  buried 
their  dead  with  all  solemnity,  but  the  place  of  burial  was  regarded  with 
aversion  rather  than  with  reverence.  little  pains  was  taken  in  the  selection 
of  the  burial-places;  some  bleak  and  barren  hillside,  waste-land  that  could 
not  be  used  to  advantage  for  other  purposes,  these  were  the  plots  selected 
for  "God's  acre."  Who  that  in  later  years  has  traveled  through  the  rural 
districts  of  New  f'.ngland  has  not  chanced  upon  some  old-time  buiyiiig- 
ground,  neglected  and  forlorn,  with  the  weeds  growing  rank  and  hiding 
from  sight  tiie  dilapidated  tombstones  ?    It  was  not  until  well  along  into 
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the  Nineteenth  century  that  any  systematic  effort  was  made  to  beautify  the 
resting-places  of  the  dead. 

In  the  care  of  its  burial-places  Amherst  was  no  better  and  no  worse 
than  its  neighboring  communities.  They  were  town  property,  and  any 
money  expended  upon  them  was  raised  by  the  town  and  expended  under  its 
supervision.  At  a  town-meeting  held  in  March,  1770,  the  selectmen  were 
appointed  a  committee  to  lay  out  and  hx  boundaries  to  the  buryiPig-ground ; 
these  bounds  were  hxed,  and  accepted  by  the  town  at  a  meeting  held  May 
24.  Dec.  S,  1S17,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  consider  and  report  on 
the  expediency  of  establishing  one  or  more  new  burying-grounds  in  the 
town,  and  enlarging  and  fencing  the  old  burying-ground.  The  report  of 
this  committee  was  presented  and  accepted  at  a  meeting  held  r\Iay  13, 
1S18.  The  committee  had  purchased  one  acre  of  land  of  David  Moody 
and  one  acre  of  Martin  Baker,  paying  $So  for  each,  and  reserving  to  each 
original  owner  and  his  heirs  the  right  of  pasturing  sheep  on  the  premises. 
These  lands  furnished  the  sites  for  the  North  and  South  burying-grounds. 
March  4,  1833,  the  town  appropriated  S770  to  purchase  land  to  add  to  the 
center  burying-ground  and  fence  the  same. 

j\Iarch  2,  1846,  the  town  voted  to  raise  $200  to  pay  the  expense  of 
setting  out  shade  and  ornamental  trees  in  the  burying-grounds  at  the  center, 
at  North  ~ and  South  Amherst.  This  work  was  left  in  the  hands  of  a 
committee  ;  in  the  E.xp/rss  issued  ]\Iay  6,  1846,  the  following  notice  appears  : 
"The  committee  appointed  to  put  out  trees  in  the  center  burying-ground  in\-ite 
their  neighbors  and  all  who  feel  interested  to  turn  out  with  them  to  procure 
and  transplant  evergeen  trees  on  Friday  morning.  Suitable  pines  are  found 
in  abundance  near  Dickinson's  mills  in  Hadley,  and  Mr.  Cook  the  owner 
has  kindly  offered  us  gratuitously  as  many  as  we  desire."  In  1S50,  the 
town  paid  Elijah  l^oltwood  $18.23  ^o^'  setting  out  trees  in  the  West  cemetery, 
^slafch  4,  1850,  the  town  instructed  its  selectmen  to  erect  a  receiving  tomb  of 
suitable  size  at  the  center  burying-ground  for  the  free  use  of  the  town  ; 
this  toml)  was  erected  in  1S50,  and  the  North  burying-ground  was  fenced 
the' same  year. 

In  1852,  the  old-time  hearse  was  sold  for  S5,  being  put  up  at  auction 
at  the  same  time  the  grass  upon  the  connnon  was  sold.  In  December, 
1854,  the  selectmen  were  authorized  to  lay  outa  road  in  tlie  center  burying- 
ground,  whicii  they  did  the  following 'year.  In  1857,  5175  was  paid  fur 
land  for  tlie  South  burying-ground,  ^^)o  for  land  for  the  North  burying 
ground  and  S30  for  stone  used  on  the  grounds.  In  185S,  the  cost  to  the 
town  of  burying-grounds,  fences,  stone,  etc.  was  S2 28.70,  in  1859,  S237.03. 
In  1865,  the  town  paid  $4.38  for  cemetery  gates,  l-'or  many  years  a  hearse 
was  rented  at  an  annual  expense  of  $28,  i)ut  in  1868  a  new  hearse  was 
purchased  costing  ^320.    At  the  annual  town  meeting  in  Marcli,  1S69,  II. 


If  (10 


j 


THK  OLI)i:ST  STOXK  IX  WKST  CKM ICTKR  V. 


CARE  OF  CEMETERIES. 


Cobb,  J.  R.  Cushman  and  W.  S.  Clark  were  appointed  a  committee  to 
consider  the  matter  of  securing  land  for  a  new  cemetery.  The  committee 
reported  at  a  special  meeting,  held  May  29,  that  the  farm  of  Joseph  Dick- 
inson could  be  bought  for  $9,000,  and  that  they  had  taken  a  bond  for  the 
same.  The  farm  contained  about  80  acres.  The  report  was  accepted, 
and  the  selectmen  were  authorized  to  buy  the  farm  on  the  terms  mentioned, 
provided  individuals  would  furnish  the  money,  or  give  a  bond  to  take  the 
land  without  expense  to  the  town,  the  town  to  have  any  portion  of  it  that 
it  might  need  for  a  cemetery  at  a  fair  valuation.  The  selectmen  were 
unable  to  complete  the  bargain,  as  Mrs.  Joseph  Dickinson  refused  to 
release  her  right  of  dower. 

In  1870,  the  old  or,  as  it  was  commonly  called,  the  West  cemetery 
was  enlarged  by  the  purchase  of  land  adjoining;  57  rods  of  roadway  were 
built  and  graveled  and  36  rods  of  drain-tile  laid  six  feet  below  the  surface. 
By  these  measures  many  new  lots  were  made  available.  A  new  fence  was 
built  about  the  cemetery  and  the  tool-house  removed  to  the  rear  of  the  lot. 
The  total  expense  was  $1,098.66.  In  1873,  the  North  cemetery  was 
enlarged  on  the  south  and  east  sides  and  a  well  dug.  The  South  cemetery 
v.-as  supplied  with  30  hitching-posts.  The  selectmen  in  their  report  for 
1 87 4  recommended  that  steps  should  be  taken  at  once  to  provide  more 
land  for  burial  purposes  at  the  center.  In  1S76,  over  S200  was  subscribed 
by  citizens  for  keeping  the  West  cemetery  in  repair;  the  sum  was  expended 
under  direction  of  a  committee  of  ladies,  with  satisfactory  results.  The 
selectmen  in  their  annual  report  for  the  year  ending  in  March.  1S77,  urged 
all  persons  occupying  lots  in  th^^  cemeteries  to  pay  for  them  and  take  deeds 
c>f  the  same.  -  If  this  was  done,  there  would  be  no  need  of  a  town  appro- 
priation for  cemeteries  for  years  to  come.  As  town  property,  the  cemeteries 
were  used  for  burial  purposes  by  citizens  for  many  years  at  no  expense  to 
thejnselves.  It  was  not  until  sometime  in  the  '70s  that  the  practice  of 
buying  and  taking  deeds  of  particular  lots  came  into  general  use.  For 
many  years  the  sums  received  from  sales  of  lots  have  furnished  an  ample  fund 
for  defraying  the  expense  of  caring  for  the  cemeteries.  In  iSSi,  a  new  tomb 
was  built  at  the  South  Amherst  cemetery  at  an  expense  of  nearly  S350. 
For  several  years,  two  superintendents  were  chosen  for  each  of  the  town 
cemeteries.  At  the  annual  March  meeting  in  iSSo,  the  town  apjjointcd 
a  committee  to  select  a  site  for  a  new  cemetery.  This  committee  repiuted 
at  the  annual  meeting  in  1S81;  their  report  was  not  accepted,  and  the 
selectmen  were  joined  with  them  as  a  committee,  to  select  such  grounds 
as  they  should  think  best  and  purc  hase  the  same.  Xo  nuMiey  was  apj:)ro- 
priated  for  the  i)urchase.  and  the  committee,  having  examined  several 
locations,  decided  it  inad\  isable  to  puichase. 
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April  20,  1887,  a  meeting  was  held  of  persons  desirous  of  establishing 
a  cemetery  on  the  estate  known  as  the  Joseph  Dickinson  farm.  At  an 
adjourned  meeting,  held  April  27,  Prof.  B.  K.  Emerson  reported  that  he 
had  examined  the  land,  and  found  about  20  acres  suitable  for  burial 
purposes,  wdiile  the  remainder  could  be  utilized  for  landscape  gardenin^^. 
April  29.  a  conimittee  appointed  to  draw  up  a  plan  of  organization  and  by- 
laws submitted  its  report,  and  the  following  officers  were  elected  :  President, 
H.  F.  Hills;  clerk  and  treasurer,  O.  D.  Hunt;  directors,  W.  A.  Dickinson, 
B.  K.  Emerson,  J.  H.  Seelye,  H.  H.  Neill,  E.  ]).  Marsh,  George  Cutler. 
The  clerk  and  treasurer  was  authorized  to  take  a  deed  of  the  farm  for  and 
in  the  name  of  the  association.  I'he  name  adopted  was  the  "  W'ildwood 
Ce'.netery  Association." 

At  the-annual  town  meeting  in  Tvlarch,  1S87,  a  committee  of  three  had 
been  chosen  to  consider  the  matter  of  purchasing  land  for  a  new  cemetery. 
This  committee  submitted  its  report  at  the  annual  March  meeting  in  iSSS-. 
The  lands  selected  by  the  committee  appointed  in  18S0,  to  secure  lands  for 
cemetery  purposes,  had  been  sold  in  18S7  to  persons  who  intended  to  cut 
off  the  wood  and  timber.  Desiring  to  secure  these  lands  and  preserve 
them  for  the  town's  use,  an  association  was  formed  and  the  property  pur- 
chased, the  price  paid  being  ^5,400.  The  committee  accordingly  recom- 
mended that  the  town  purchase  the  property  from  the  association.  The 
town  voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  not  over  $6,000  to  secure  the  Dickin- 
son farm.  Two  of  the  selectmen,  not  members  of  the  cemetery  association, 
were  appointed  agents  of  the  town  to  negotiate  the  purchase  and  take  a 
deed  of  the  property.  A  committee  of  tive  was  appointed  to  lay  out  the 
grounds  and  $2,000  was  appropriated  for  their  use.  The  farm  contained 
about  74  acres.    The  selectmen  took  a  deed  of  the  property  April  4. 

The  residents  of  the  town  were  far  from  unanimous  in  favor  of  making 
this  purchase.  The  actions  of  the  association,  the  cemetery  committee  and 
the  selectmen  were  subjected  to  severe  criticism,  and  public  sentiment  was 
aroused  to  such  a  pitch  that  a  sjx^cial  town-meeting  was  held  April  17,  at 
which  it  was  voted  to  sell  the  Dickinson  farm  at  auction.  At  a  meeting 
held  May  19,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  examine  lands  for  a  new 
cemetery  near  the  center  of  the  town,  to  ascertain  prices  and  report  to  the 
town.  This  committee  reported  at  a  meeting  held  June  2.  Their  report 
favored  the  jmrchase  of  the  homesteitd  formerly  owned  by  the  late  Col.  \V. 
S.  Clark,  at  a  cost  of  $15,000.  1'he  town  voted  down  this  proi)Osition. 
Henry  F.  Hills  announced  that  he  had  purclra.sed  ihc  Dickin.son  farm  and 
it  was  not  for  sale.  'I'he  town  then  voted  to  give  the  sum  of  $1,000  to  the 
cemetery  association.  Mr.  Hills  afterwaids  reconveyed  the  i)roi)erty  to 
the  cemetery  association.  At  the  annual  meeting  in  Martdi,  1889,  the 
town  voted  to  raise  and  ai){)ropriate  $1,000  to  be  used  by  the  selectmen  in 
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